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APSCUF vs. PASSHE
Union and State System’s fact sheets
don’t match up, students want real answers
By Macala Leigey
News Editor

“This is such a joke.”
“You keep saying best
interests of students, but here
we are.”
“You should read the
comments. Not one is
positive. It says a lot about
your character.”
“You are ignoring all our
questions. You just made this
more clear to students that
you do not care.”
These statements were all
comments directed towards
Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education’s [PASSHE]
Chancellor Frank Brogan,
during PASSHE’s Facebook
Live webcast Tuesday. The
webcast was accompanied
by “Facebook Reactions,” a
system allowing viewers to
weigh in without directly
commenting. The results
included 301 registering as
angry, while 50 added a “Like.”
With 13 days until the
potential faculty strike, and no
contract agreement reached,
The Spectator conducted a
survey electronically, through
social media, and via paper
and pen, to get students’
feedback on the situation.
Over 250 Edinboro
University students took
the survey, expressing
their concerns regarding
the potential strike, asking
questions such as, “Will our
credits still count?”; “Will
students be refunded if the
strike occurs?”; “How long
will the strike last?”; and
“Why aren’t our professors
allowed to discuss this in
class?”

THE DATA
Between this issue and our last, members of The
Spectator staff surveyed a total of 275 students,
asking several questions regarding the strike situation
and their feelings relating to it. Above and to the right
are two of these examples depicting students’ stances
on the strike.
The graph to the right explains what student’s fears
are regarding the situation, with losing credits and
not graduating taking the lead as the most important
issues.
Data compiled by Macala Leigey
Graphics by Venngage
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However, when these
issues were brought up during
PASSHE’s Facebook Live
webcast, Brogan stressed
questions not discussed in
the comments and said other
concerns would be answered
at a later time.
“We intend to answer all
of these questions, whether
it’s today into this camera or
in the future in writing — to
make sure every question that
is asked gets an answer,” said
Brogan.
Brogan also commented on
how the state system plans to
address students’ questions,
stating, “I deal in fact; I do
not deal in spin. The answers
you’re going to get from the
system over time will be the
same way. We deal with you
directly, [and] factually.”
Throughout the live
webcast, Brogan continually
stated that both organizations,
APSCUF and PASSHE,
are not in favor of a strike
occurring.
“Whether a strike happens
or not is out of my control.
It’s out of the Board of
Governors control. I’ve never
seen a strike in 38 years in
professional public education.”
Brogan continued, “We
do not want a strike. I don’t
as Chancellor. The Board of
Governors does not. Your
presidents don’t. The vast
majority of your faculty
members do not want a strike

Strike, A2
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to become a reality. Regardless of what it might
sound like, they [faculty members] are in this
business for you, and we are too.”
Brogan also vaguely touched on what would
happen if a strike does occur.
“Should a strike occur, you have our
commitment that we will do everything possible
to make sure you have an uninterrupted
opportunity to finish your semester, collect a
grade, and ultimately, the credits that go along
with that grade for the hard work you’ve put in.”
During the live webcast, current students were
not the only ones voicing their concerns.
“Just enter into a contract for the faculty. This
isn’t Florida where you [Brogan] came from. We
respect the rights of organized labor in this state,”
said one alumnus from Slippery Rock University.
One concerned parent also voiced her concern
during the webcast, by saying, “How will this
impact my daughter this semester? I know about
negotiating. I want to know how this affects my
child and her tuition money.”
On top of losing tuition money, Edinboro
University students who participated in the
strike survey voiced their biggest concerns as not
graduating and losing credits.
“This [the strike] is what happens when people
at the top of the chain don’t care about anyone
below them. All it does is cause extra stress for
the students and staff for literally no reason.
I’m just sick of wondering whether or not my
education is going to be thrown off track from
events that I have no part in,” said an anonymous
Edinboro University student.
Students were also surveyed on whether
or not they knew the official strike date, and
if professors have talked about the strike in
class. Of the 275 students surveyed, 73 percent
are aware that the strike date is Oct. 19, while
27 percent were unaware. Also, 40 percent of
students said that their professors have discussed
the strike in class, with 60 percent confirming

that professors have not discussed the strike
during class time.
According to PASSHE’s website, faculty
members are “generally” not allowed to address
the ongoing contract negotiations or the
potential strike.
“Unless the curriculum is related to these
topics, it is not appropriate for a faculty member
to discuss labor negotiations and the potential
of a strike in class. Students should contact
the Dean or Provost if this occurs,” states the
PASSHE’s website.
Additionally, the student fact sheets published
last week by both APSCUF and PASSHE add
to students’ confusion, as both documents
contradict each other multiple times, possibly
leaving students without direct answers or
reassurance in regards to their education.
“Could the state system’s proposals require
me to take more online classes? Yes. The current
contract contains an agreement between the
faculty and the state system that asserts that
online classes provide valuable access. It also
says that the parties agree there is a preference
for traditional courses,” stated APSCUF in their
student fact sheet publication.
However, when posed with the same question,
PASSHE responded in their student fact sheet,
by saying, “No. Nothing in the state system’s
proposals would require any student to take
a course online (via distance education); nor
would it require any faculty member to teach a
course via distance education, unless he/she was
hired specifically to do so.”
APSCUF and PASSHE are scheduled to
meet again at the negotiation table Oct. 14, just
five days before the set strike date. APSCUF is
scheduled to rally at the Dixon University Center
in Harrisburg today, where PASSHE’s Board of
Governors is set to meet.
For more information about the ongoing
contract negotiations, or for past news releases,
including the complete student fact sheets, visit
apscuf.org or passhe.edu.

Edinboro looks to assist
former ITT Tech students
By Anna Ashcraft
Managing Editor

This past September, after 50 years of
business, ITT Technical Institute closed its doors
nationwide. This closure has displaced around
40,000 students and 8,000 employees across the
country.
According to the ITT Tech website, in August,
the U.S. Department of Education imposed a
series of new requirements and conditions on
ITT Tech, leading to the eventual closing of all
the campuses. Campuses closed nationwide
Sept. 12, which would have been the start of the
new quarter. It also said students who started
online classes in July are on schedule to finish the
current term, which ends Oct. 16.
This led the Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education (PASSHE) to reach out to
Edinboro University and all 14 PASSHE schools
in Pennsylvania.
“We received an email from the state system,
reaching out to all 14 PASSHE schools, to see
who was interested in helping these students….
Pretty much everybody did (was interested).
Our purpose is to help them finish their degree
as soon as possible," said Sheila McCarthy,
coordinator of articulation and transfer
admissions.
Edinboro University held ITT Tech info
sessions with McCarthy to assist possible transfer
students. They were held on Monday, Sept. 26 in
Academy Hall on Edinboro's main campus and
Tuesday, Sept. 27 at Porreco.

“We are here to provide service if anyone is
thinking about transferring. We’re going to be
ultra generous in our transfer credits so they can
finish as quickly as possible. I’ll work with them
regardless of where they’re from or how many
credits they have,” McCarthy said.
Since ITT Tech was a technical school, many
students interested in transferring to Edinboro
may be interested in looking into the math,
science or technology departments.
“We thought that two obvious programs
would be applied technology, in the physics
department, and also something in computer
science. Students might have been in those
programs, and want to finish that. It might be
the closest match that we have, unless they are
totally interested in changing their career. Then,
obviously, we have a lot of programs that could
help them. We are here and available if anyone
needs us,” McCarthy said.
“[If] they would like to contact me, and
I would sit down with them and go over the
credits they’ve taken at ITT. I might need to
consult with the dean depending on what they’d
be interested in. I would talk to them about how
their credits would transfer, and what they would
need to complete that with the degrees that we
offer," McCarthy continued, talking about ITT
Tech students.
If someone displaced by ITT Tech is interested
in transferring to Edinboro University, they can
contact Sheila McCarthy at (814) 732-2420 or at
smccarthy@edinboro.edu.
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Kilted Mile tradition to kick
off 2016 homecoming parade
By Hannah McDonald
Copy Editor

For the last 22 years, a crisp autumn
morning has signaled the start of the Kilted
Mile foot race along the Edinboro University
Homecoming parade route. About 120 race
participants — about half wearing kilts — run
one rapid mile in efforts to win.
This event, which originated with the 1993
Highland Games and Scottish Festival “is an
event for all ability levels,” said Dave Niemira,
the race director. “We give an award to the
most lavish outfit, along with the first male and
female finisher,” continued Niemira, who also
serves as the treasurer of the Edinboro Alumni
Association.

Racers of any age can join this year’s
festivities. The 23rd Kilted Mile will kick off at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday Oct. 8 and run ahead of
the homecoming parade. Registration begins
at 9:30 a.m. at the corner of Darrow Lane and
Perry Road.
If a runner expects to have a chance at
crossing the finish line first, he or she should
be sure to be wearing a kilt. The prize money is
doubled to $100 if the winner is clad in tartan.
With the theme “Level Up,” the weekend
of Oct. 6-8 will be inspired by classic arcade
games.
“Past participants have really enjoyed how
enthusiastic the spectators are that line the
streets of the race,” said Niemira.

Photo: Dave Niemira
This year’s Kilted Mile marks 23 years of the tradition kicking-off Edinboro’s
homecoming parade.

VP Candidates bring
faith to recent debate
By Mary C. Curtis
CQ - Roll Call

When one reviews the charges and
countercharges that have characterized the 2016
presidential election campaign, one topic that's
been left on the fringes is faith. That changed on
Tuesday night as two candidates whose faith is
central to their political philosophies took to the
debate stage.
It's an argument, at its simplest, on the meaning
of justice and mercy, Old Testament and New
Testament, and how to live one's personal faith.
For most of the debate, Christian charity was
hardly visible with lots of interruptions. But it
quieted down and slowed down as both vice
presidential candidates looked inward to what
they believe and how it plays out in their policy
positions.
Republican Gov. Mike Pence of Indiana was
raised Catholic but later became an evangelical
Christian. That brings balance to the GOP ticket
and reassurances to an evangelical base that had
been skeptical of the thrice-married Donald
Trump who came late, and sometimes shakily, to
their causes.
Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia is an
old-fashioned social justice Catholic, formed in
large part by his missionary service in Honduras
as a young man. He has been known to namecheck Jesuits and Pope Francis. The Catholic
vote swings powerfully in presidential years,
often in the direction of the eventual winner.
Hillary Clinton, at the top of the ticket, has been
sure but not quite as vocal about her Methodist
upbringing.
It was fascinating to learn how two men, quite
strong in faith, could have their beliefs lead them

in such different directions. It was the social
conservatism versus social justice debate that
sometimes divides attendees in the same house
of worship. And it is illustrated not just on issues
such as abortion and same-sex marriage, but on
climate change, health care and the economy.
On Tuesday, when asked about their struggles
when balancing personal faith and policy, Kaine,
a former Virginia governor, raised the issue of
the death penalty, which the Catholic Church is
against.
And "so am I," he said. "I had to grapple with
that."
"My Christian faith is at the very heart of who
I am," said Pence. And while he said he respected
Kaine's "sincere faith," Pence added that his own
compassion for the "sanctity of life" had affected
his policies in Indiana in favor of health care
counseling and non-abortion alternatives, such
as adoption. He quoted the now sainted Mother
Teresa and said he was proud to stand with Trump
on a pro-life ticket.
Kaine asked, "Why don't you trust women to
make this choice for themselves?"
In a debate when much was lost in crosstalk and questions that were often disjointed,
Democratic and Republican positions on this one
issue were clear. One candidate and one ticket
supports Roe v. Wade and the other opposes it
and each presumably would appoint judges to
reinforce that view.
Though it is not clear that Tuesday night
moved many voters, Pence and Kaine no doubt
strengthened the votes of their respective bases,
and mentioned if only briefly, issues of how life
is lived that have been missing so far. At least the
conversation was a welcome respite from talk of
infidelity and sex tapes.
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Planetarium offers shows
and tours this winter and fall
By Hannah Webster
Social Media Editor

Edinboro University’s Planetarium looks
to offer enriching educational experiences
for students and the community in order to
become more knowledgeable in astronomy.
Dr. David Hurd, director of the planetarium,
has produced interactive programs for the
public, which has given the planetarium
national recognition.
The planetarium offers free public and
academic programs throughout the year.
Currently, five events have been planned to
occur across the course of the semester.
“The World at Night” is the first planetarium
show and tour directed to engage young people
between the ages of 1-12. This family-friendly
program offers a journey into an animal’s view
of the night world on Saturday, Oct. 8, from 4
p.m. until 6 p.m.
The second show and tour, titled
“Homecoming Stars,” will be held Saturday,
as well, immediately following “World at
Night.” This particular event will run from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m., offering a chance of exploring
northwestern Pennsylvania’s current night sky.
A possible event held in the observatory may

occur as well, weather permitting.
An explanation of a supermoon and its
significance to the night sky will be addressed
during “Supermoon!” on Monday, Nov. 14
from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. Visitors will also have
a sneak peak at moon events leading up to the
2017 ellipse.
Enrich yourself in the examination of
changing seasons while also celebrating the
holidays during the planetarium’s Christmas
program, “Star of Wonder.” This particular
event will be held twice on Tuesday. The first
showing will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m., with a second show to immediately follow
from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Both events are
designed for all ages.
Admission is free for all events, however
reservations made prior to the event are highly
recommended and sometimes required to
ensure admittance. Reservations may be made
by calling (814) 732-2483 or online. For online
reservations, visit edinboro.com and search
“planetarium events” in the search bar.
Such events will be held in Cooper Science
Center’s Planetarium, Room 169. For questions
and more information, contact Dr. David
Hurd at (814) 732-2493 or by email, at dhurd@
edinboro.edu.

U.S. health officials discuss
new plan to combat Zika
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times

Contributed Graphic
Edinboro University’s Planetarium will host several shows and tours this fall and
winter for students and community members.
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The nation's top health officials on Monday
laid out their plans for spending $1.1 billion in
newly appropriated federal funds to combat the
threat posed by the Zika virus.
At the same time, they vented frustration
at Congress for taking so long to make the
money available as the virus spread to more
than 25,000 people in U.S. states and territories,
including 3,600 on the mainland.
"We'll move the money as fast as government
procedures allow," said Dr. Tom Frieden,
director of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Much of the funding would be
spent over the next three months, he added.
To date, as many as 2,300 pregnant women
have contracted the virus during their
pregnancies, the officials said. And 22 babies in
the United States and its territories have been
born with microcephaly and other birth defects
after they were exposed during gestation to
Zika.
Frieden said the latest funding would allow
the government to pay for long-term studies on
how the virus affects exposed babies, including
those with no obvious birth defects, after they
are born. Already underway is Colombia-based
study that will track 1,000 pregnant women
and the babies they bear, he said.
"There's a lot we still don't know about the
long-term problems" caused by a pregnant
woman's Zika infection, said Frieden.
"The biggest unknown in terms of the
epidemiology is what will become of the infants
born to mothers who don't have microcephaly
at birth," Frieden said Monday. He said that in
addition to causing brain abnormalities and
raising the risk of stillbirth and of death within
24 hours of birth, Zika may have a range of
subtler effects that aren't immediately evident.
The officials' comments came days after
the House and Senate approved $1.1 billion
in funds to fight Zika. That sum was far less
than the $1.9 billion sought by the Obama
administration in February, and came months
after officials said they had hoped to launch a
raft of initiatives that might have delayed the
virus' arrival in the United States or blunted its
effect.
Saying that some projects could not wait, the
Department of Health and Human Services
several months ago switched hundreds of
millions of dollars from existing programs to
combat malaria, tuberculosis and Ebola virus
to the fight against Zika.
The borrowed funds jump-started
development of nine separate vaccine
candidates, diagnostic tests to detect Zika
infection quickly and mosquito-control

campaigns in Puerto Rico and several southern
states. But only after Zika came ashore on the
U.S. mainland, in the Wynwood and MiamiDade areas of Florida, did Congress act.
Had funding materialized earlier, scientists
said they would be closer to producing a
vaccine to protect women of child-bearing
age and the men they have sex with. Given
Congress' delay, some vaccine manufacturers
saw fit to "walk away from negotiations with
us because they weren't sure if the money was
going to be there," said Nicole Lurie, assistant
HHS secretary for preparedness and response.
"We are behind where we should be on
vaccine development and diagnostic test
development," Lurie added.
Calling the Zika threat "too great" for
further delay, Health and Human Services
Secretary Sylvia Burwell said, "We redirected
and transferred money from other priorities"
to start the design of vaccine candidates, build
monitoring and laboratory capacity to detect
Zika's spread, and control mosquitoes, which
spread the disease, in states and territories
where they circulate.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases,
reported that five vaccine candidates, each
trying a different approach to boosting
immunity to Zika, are moving toward safety
testing in humans. The first, a genetically
engineered vaccine developed by NIH
researchers, has just completed recruitment for
an early trial of its safety and will start soon,
he said.
Four more vaccine candidates are
under development under contracts with
the Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Authority, an office within HHS
that oversees vaccine policy. With nine vaccine
candidates, said Lurie, officials are confident at
least one will emerge as safe and effective for
widespread use.
But conducting that work on borrowed
money was not without cost, Fauci said.
"The money that Secretary Burwell gave us
from the other institutes, namely cancer, heart
disease, diabetes and mental health, none of
that money is going to come back," Fauci said
Monday.
The officials said the funding delay shows
why it's important for the country to have an
emergency fund in place so that health officials
can respond more quickly when threats like
Zika emerge.
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How To Dress Well impresses
with mix of R&B, past ambient
By Roman Sabella
Contributing Writer

In the fourth outing by
Chicago singer-songwriter
Tom Krell, titled “Care,” he
greets listeners with a mixture
of upbeat pop songs, African
tribal drumbeats and slow
downtempo R&B that finds
a very comfortable place
somewhere in the middle.
Songs starting out slow build
to exciting crescendos before
resolving. These give Krell’s
new album a very uplifting
undertone.
The album begins with one
of the most radio-friendly
songs on the record, “Can’t
You Tell,” and is quickly
followed up by one of the
bigger standouts, “Salt Song.”
What starts as a generic pop
album soon changes to one
with many layers to it. “Salt
Song” begins in the vain of
a downtempo R&B song,
à la the Weeknd or Lionel
Richie, and following several

choruses, transitions into
an instrumental break that
combines droning synths,
moody vocoder vocals and
sparse drum beats, to great
effect. The album is not just
strong musically, in thanks
to the talent behind Krell’s
production and lyricism.
As the listener is
led through multiple
soundscapes, he or she
is greeted by Krell’s
confirming and strong vocal
performance, as he belts
out stories of discovering
romantic wisdom through
experience and exuding selfconfidence regardless of what
others may think or say. The
lyrics are strong and a second
listen is worthwhile to truly
connect with the beautiful
words that Krell delivers
throughout the entirety of the
nearly hour long album.
In his fourth album is a
complete experience that is
absolutely gorgeous in its
totality. It has something that
any pop or R&B fan will

Taking Back Sunday,
Neck Deep stop in Cleveland
The two bands came through the Cleveland area this past week on
their respective tours. Taking Back Sunday performed at The Agora
Theater on Sept. 27. Neck Deep stopped at The Foundry Music Club for a
headlining show on Sept. 30.

enjoy, while still speaking
to the career-long fans that
are used to his more ambient
material. Whether Krell is
indulging in his experimental
side or unleashing sweet
hooks in the chorus, he has
delivered what is arguably his
best album yet.
If you are interested in the
record, you can find it on
Spotify, iTunes and Google
Play. How To Dress Well
is currently on tour across
the United States, Canada,
Europe and the United
Kingdom.
Standout tracks: “Salt
Song,” “Lost Youth/Lost
You” and “Untitled.”

Above: Tanner Jones of
You Blew It!. The band is
touring with Taking Back
Sunday (right).

BASEMENT TRANSMISSIONS
UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 8, 5 p.m.

Buffalo x Erie Hip-Hop Showcase

Oct. 9, 1 p.m.

Erie Handmade Fair supports Gaudenzia
Acoustic sets from Jake Johns, James Paolello and Josh Gone, and The Honest Mistakes

Oct. 10, 5 p.m.

Marbin
John Nolan (left) and Adam Lazzara (right) of Taking Back Sunday.
Below: Neck Deep performs.

Photos by Kimberly Firestine

Hipsters everywhere rejoice as new
Bon Iver record is weird, impressive
By Britton Rozzelle
Executive Editor

I’m not the only one to make
the comparison, but Bon Iver’s
newest album, “22, A Million,” is
this year’s “Kid A.”
It’s an album that throws
out everything you were
expecting from the band — in
this case, muted guitars and
soulful lyrics — and replaces
it with something new; a
sensation you weren’t ready for.
A cavalcade of bass-boosted
drums and pitch enhancements
clouding frontman Justin
Vernon’s usually-clear voice. It’s
enchanting and it’s weird, but it’s
a good album.
I’ll do my best to translate
these song titles into something
manageable.
“22, A Million” begins with
“22(Over Soon),” a gospelinfused invitation into the world
created by the songs to follow.
It’s different from past Vernon
works, along with his rotating
cast of instrumentalists, but it’s
not unwelcome. This track, in
particular, feels inspired by, or
created in reaction to, Frank
Ocean’s “Blonde,” capturing
weakness and emotions and
repackaging them with a jazz
saxophone and altered vocals.
“10 Deathbreast” follows
quickly, featuring a punchy
drumline and crooning lyrics,
meshed with vocoder work

that wouldn’t feel out of place
on mid-career Kanye tracks.
“715-Creeks” is a short but
potent song, drenched in
familiar melancholy.
“33 ‘GOD’,” feels like the most
radio-friendly of all these songs
and it makes sense why it was
chosen as the lead single — it’s
the only one that has a typical
song structure to it. That being
said, it’s a strong track that
weaves Vernon’s natural vocal
power with the voices produced
synthetically to harmonize with
him. “29 #Strafford APTS” feels
like a track from the self-titled,
with hushed instrumentals and
a quiet sentimentality, until it
begins to incorporate the same
techniques used in other songs
on the album, creating a surreal
and strong cut that serves as
a solid reference point to the
second half.
The dark and altogether
powerful “666 t” starts with a
hurried instrumental that slowly
grows into something more — a
track with so much personality
and emotion that I couldn’t
help but listen repeatedly
to understand each layer of
Vernon’s auditory puzzle.
“21 Moon Water” is a
beautiful mess, for better or for
worse. It’s a tasteful soundscape
that dissolves into “8 (circle),”
another return to gospelinspired roots that excels in its

production but unfortunately
seems tooverstay its welcome by
the end.
“45” calls back to the Bon Iver
once present in self-titled and
“For Emma,” but it seems out
of place, given the bombasity of
the tracks surrounding it, while
“Million” ends the album quietly
and with grace.
“22, A Million” is something
best experienced without any
previous understanding of what
this album is. Vernon always
promised that the last album
would be something different,
and he wasn’t wrong. In that
sense, it makes it hard to review.
On one hand, it excels as a
unique and cerebral project. On
the other, it’s bound to put off
fans of previous Bon Iver (or
even Volcano Choir fans).
It’s a confusing experiment,
but much like Radiohead’s
previously mentioned “Kid
A,” that uniqueness may be
something that leads this album
to glory.
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BE INFORMED
Could the State System’s proposals require me
to take more online classes?
YES. The current contract contains an agreement between the faculty and
the State System that asserts that online classes provide valuable access.
It also says that the parties agree there is a preference for traditional courses.
The State System’s comprehensive proposal removes this agreement.
When faculty negotiators told the State System that students are increasingly
closed out of on-campus courses and therefore those students could only
take needed courses online (distance education), State System officials
did not respond. APSCUF believes students should have the option for
online courses, but they should not be forced into those courses.

Is my university likely to use more temporary
faculty because of PASSHE’s proposals?
YES. The State System has proposed adjusting the contractual cap on the
maximum allowable number of temporary and part-time faculty (adjuncts)
from 25 percent to 30 percent and to add more through exceptions. Last spring,
three campuses were already OVER the 25 percent cap, and half the universities
were at 22 percent or more. The State System’s proposals open the door for
universities to use more temporary faculty in lieu of full-time, permanent
faculty who can afford to give students their full attention.

Does the State System want tens of millions
more from faculty in cuts to quality and
benefits than was asked of any other
state union?
YES. Other statewide unions that have settled contracts have accepted
changes to healthcare. On top of healthcare cuts deeper than any other union,
the State System is asking for tens of millions more in cuts that could impact
your education and in faculty benefits. Furthermore, the State System wants
to stop paying retirement healthcare for future professors. This would add
tens of millions of dollars more to the givebacks the State System wants from
the faculty. The State System does this while offering less in increases than
were offered to every other major statewide employee.

What can you do?

Contact Chancellor Frank Brogan (chancellor@passhe.edu) to tell him to go
to the negotiations table to negotiate a deal that protects academic quality
and is fair to faculty.
Stay informed! Know what is happening by subscribing to the APSCUF blog
at APSCUF.org/blog, visiting APSCUF.org/students
and following APSCUF on social media.

The Arts
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Art student spotlight:
Allison DiPofi
By Rachel Shirey

Contributing Writer
After graduating from Edinboro University,
illustration major Allison DiPofi dreams of
working as a freelance illustrator.
“I like the idea of illustrating children’s books,”
DiPofi said. “I feel like I have a lot of ideas, but
currently I’m really just seeing where everything
takes me.”
The 19-year-old sophomore from Pittsburgh
feels strong ties to Pennsylvania.
“It will always be in my heart — I haven’t
traveled much, but I would really like to,” DiPofi
said. She continued, explaining that she would
like to go on a study abroad trip.
Living in Pittsburgh and Edinboro has given
DiPofi plenty of time to explore famous artists.
“I’ve been to the Andy Warhol Museum, the
Carnegie, the Cleveland Art Museum, the Erie
Art Museum, [and] the art crawl in Erie and
Wood Street Galleries,” she said.
DiPofi graduated from Keystone Oaks High
School in 2015. Her two art teachers, alumni of
Edinboro, had a big influence on her decision to
attend school here.
“Both of my art teachers from high school
went here and they pushed me to come here,”
she said. She also likes that Edinboro is close to
home.
DiPofi has been drawing since she can
remember and enjoys spending time with her
younger siblings working on art. Her 5-year-old
sister, Sydney, draws and paints and her 14-yearold brother, Pio, is interested in animation.
“I would definitely like to see him [Pio] do
animation and come to Edinboro — it would be
nice to see him pursue it,” DiPofi said.
DP Warner is DiPofi’s favorite professor
at Edinboro. “He’s been very open-minded
towards projects and really understanding and
gave me more of a freeing experience,” she said.
She also likes Professor Lisa Austin. “I’ve had her
a couple times too and she’s fun,” DiPofi said.
“I’ve always liked her stories and illustrations,”
DiPofi stated about Beatrix Potter, her favorite
illustrator. “Her work has always been a favorite
of mine and I really like the whimsical, nature
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Works by
Nathan Neszpaul presented
in Bates Gallery
Photos by Roman Sabella

Photo: Rachel Shirey
Allison DiPofi is a sophomore illustration
major at Edinboro.
like feeling she gives.” Potter is most known for
her children’s book “The Tale of Peter Rabbit.”
DiPofi is versed in many different mediums
of art, including pen and ink, acrylic paints,
collage, and mixed media. She is currently
taking printmaking, along with some general
education classes. “They’ve actually been helpful
towards art, as well. A lot of the classes give me
ideas,” she said.
One of the general education classes DiPofi is
taking this semester is “Intro to Poetry.”
“I wouldn’t call myself a poet or anything
really, but it helps to get words down on paper a
lot and I do like writing poetry,” she said.
DiPofi has many reasons to love her favorite
season—fall, stating, “It’s just beautiful. The
temperature, Halloween, the clothing. It just
feels right and it’s always been a nice season.”
As for advice to incoming freshmen, DiPofi
said, “I guess kind of just go with your gut and
whatever feels right you should do.”
“I know I was scared of a lot of things for a
while and I’ve been growing and opening up to
new ideas and experiences and I just think with
growing, it all comes together and things start
making sense,” she said.
You can view DiPofi’s online portfolio at
cargocollective.com/allisondipofi.

‘Neighbors 2’ provides much
of the same, but is entertaining

Contributed Photo
‘Neighbors 2’ is now available on Blu-Ray and digital and recently screened at Edinboro.

By Gabe Hypes

Contributing Writer
“Neighbors 2”
unsurprisingly provides a lot
of the same as its predecessor
but manages to keep the film
interesting.
When making a sequel
with the same basic story as
the original, it can come out
one of two ways. The first
would be the “Hangover”
way. “The Hangover Part II”
was a rehash of the original.
The second outcome would
be the way “22 Jump Street”
went. “22 Jump Street” was
the same movie as “21 Jump
Street,” but it still felt new.
The latter is the case for
“Neighbors 2.”
In the film, Mac Radner
(Seth Rogen) and newly
pregnant wife Kelly (Rose
Byrne) have decided to sell
their infamous house from

the first film and move to a
new, quiet neighborhood.
After making the sale, the
only thing standing in the
way is a sorority that moves
in next door during their 30
day escrow period. Kappa Nu,
run by Shelby (Chloë Grace
Moretz), is a sorority with its
goal being to throw massive
parties.
While trying to calm the
situation, Mac and Kelly
discover Kappa Nu is run by
their nemesis. Teddy Sanders
(Zac Efron) is still bitter about
the whole situation that took
place in the last film. This
leads to a war between both
sides with enemies becoming
friends and friends becoming
enemies.
During its run, “Neighbors
2” uses very quick cuts, which
helps move the comedy.
There are many consistent

jokes throughout the film
and that will keep you
steadily entertained. One
good example is the airbag
joke. Since it was done in the
previous film, this joke could
easily be burnt out, but with
a bit of a twist, it still brings
laughs.
Even if the duplicate jokes
were eliminated, the sorority
stereotypes, minion slaves,
and adorable baby Stella
are enough to definitely
recommend “Neighbors 2.”
The University
Programming Board recently
featured this film at the Frank
G. Pogue Student Center.
The next featured film is
“Finding Dory.” It will play
in Scot Cinema on Saturday,
Oct. 8 at 5 p.m. Admission
and popcorn are free for all
attendees for this showing
only.

Games

edinboro.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 115 | Issue 5 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, October 6, 2016

Section A n Page 7

Answers to last week’s puzzle:

Courtesy MCT Campus

ACROSS

1 Tumblr competitor
10 Workers’ rights org.
14 Dunkin’ Donuts buy
15 “Gimme five”
16 Go wild
17 Sticky corner piece
18 Shot target
19 Joint room?
20 Zero on stage
21 “Later!”
23 Marks meaning the same thing
25 Tongue attachment?
26 Pulls hard
28 Dynamic start
29 Lose at the table, with “out”
30 Flier to Helsinki
32 Coach in six Super Bowls
34 Fencing maneuvers
38 Kim of “Army Wives”

39 “I agree!”
41 Grumpy pal
42 Works in Madrid?
43 Singer with a domed nest
45 Trick users, in a way
49 Your, in Tours
50 Sri Lankan exports
52 “Off the Court” author
53 Acted badly
55 True-to-life
57 Cut
58 Used a drive-thru, maybe
59 Online shopping button
61 Tilts
62 Dominican-born designer
63 WWII Allied invasion vessels
64 Put on

		 DOWN

1 Music industry woe
2 Samos neighbor named for the son of
Daedalus
3 Partner of Marcus
4 ESPN highlights
5 Util. bill
6 Went fast
7 Latin catchall
8 Overly formal
9 Number worn by Tony La Russa as a
tribute to Sparky Anderson
10 Goes (for)
11 Like some Chinese TV stations
12 Closing subject
13 Google Wallet rival
15 The __: two-time WWE Tag Team
Champions
20 Daydreamed
22 “Well, why not?”

24 Walked
27 Beauty pageant band
29 Rumba relative
31 Simmered
33 Sty supper
34 “No more for me”
35 Finder’s words
36 Total mess
37 Cutty __: Scotch
40 Ask for more
44 Item for a sewer
46 Hong Kong, e.g.
47 Nest sound?
48 Set of seven
50 Farm houses
51 Used, as a counter
54 Trifling criticisms
56 Accumulated accounts
59 Payroll service co.
60 Historic span: Abbr.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Today’s Birthday (10/06/16)

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Shine with diamond brilliance this

Today is a 7 — Focus on what’s best for

year. Take charge! Network, and share

your family. Play by the rules, and pull

resources. One social door closes as

together. Listen to an experienced friend’s

another opens next spring, leading to

suggestions. Add love for an unexpected

renewed vitality and health. Changes

bonus.

with a relationship after autumn lead to a

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

shared win with friends. Love energizes

Today is a 7 — This is not a good

you. To get the advantage, check the day’s

time to learn the hard way. Stay in

rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most

communication and keep your word. Talk

challenging.

about what you’re going through, and

Aries (March 21-April 19)

listen carefully.

Today is an 8 — Get out and explore.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Pursue a dream. Make long-distance

Today is an 8 — Keep in action, and cash

connections. Call ahead to avoid running

flows in. Plant constructive seeds. Balance

all over town. Intuition provides the best

work with rest, exercise and good food.

timing. Bring home a surprise.

Accept advice from loved ones (especially

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

children).

Today is an 8 — Collect accounts

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

receivable and pay bills. A project’s

Today is a 9 — You know what you want,

completion opens up time for something

so go for it. Follow your plan. If in doubt,

more fun. Reinforce your structure. Listen

check the directions and get assistance.

to experience. Master the rules before

Self-discipline pays with a personal

deviating.

dream.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Today is an 8 — Collaborate with a

Today is a 5 — Keep your wildest ideas

partner. Update recent fact-finding

private for now. Go ahead and dream;

efforts. Sift through the fluff for solid data.

make plans and list the necessary

Responsibilities fall into place. Schedule

steps. Stick to practical tasks and watch

who will do what by when.

expenses. Visualize perfection.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Today is an 8 - Simple pleasures satisfy;

Today is a 7 — Contributing to a team

frills are unnecessary. Hold onto what

effort satisfies. Routine gives you strength.

you have. Exercise clears up mental fog.

Your friends are really there for you.

Consider the future, and desired results.

Determination and persistence pay off.

What’s missing? Aim for that.

Intuition reveals hidden treasure.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)

Today is an 8 — Use your wit and

Today is a 6 — Find a way around a

charm. Patience and discipline also

problem in your work. Begin with basic

serve you well. Persuade a person who’s

facts. Determine the source of the issue,

been waffling to join a collaboration by

and get expert advice before making a

expressing your passion.

change.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

STO P Erin’s
BY
HA R GARAGE

FOR YOUR NEXT “TUNE-UP”

$

5 Off* Your Next Visit!
Cuts • Styles • Color • Foil
Perms • Nails • Waxing

Erin Rizzone
stylist, owner
Michaela Flak, stylist

ErinsHairGarage.com

*Excludes products, good for services only. Minimum $25 purchase required.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 06/01/2017.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Al Stone Lecture Series
Oct. 6, 13 & 20
9:30 a.m.

SCOTtalk
Oct. 6 | 7 p.m.
Louis C. Cole Auditorium

Diebold Center for the Performing Arts

Bruce Gallery
“One Hundred Twelve Miles”
Through Oct. 22
Doucette Hall

The Kilted Mile
Oct. 8 | 10:30 a.m.
Registration at 9:30 a.m
Perry Lane and Darrow Road

Pumpkin Launch
Oct. 8 | 1 p.m.
Mallory Lake Gazebo

Planetarium Show & Tour
“The World at Night”
Oct. 8 | 4 p.m.
Cooper Science Center

In The Community
PACA Presents
“The Rocky Horror Show”
Oct. 7, 8, 14 & 15 | 8 p.m.
1505 State St., Erie

FILM at the Erie Art Museum
“Time To Choose”
Oct. 12 | 7 p.m.
Erie Art Museum

Peak’n Peak Fall Fest
Oct. 8, 9, 15 & 16 | 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Clymer, New York

Eerie Horror Film Festival
Oct. 8-10
Warner Theater, Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
Finding Dory

SHOWTIMES:

Saturday, Oct. 9
5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
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Week 5:

Scots back on top, crushing Clarion

Photo: EU Sports Information

The Edinboro Fighting Scots football team topped Clarion, 62-14, to move to 4-1 on the season. Quarterback Jake Sisson had 7 total touchdowns, with 5 passing, 1 rushing and 1
receiving. The Fighting Scots will take on Gannon for their homecoming game at 2 p.m. on Oct. 8.

Football rallies from first loss with blowout win at Clarion
By George Schmidt
Staff Writer

The skies were dark, gloomy and threatening to rain, but
it would be the Edinboro Fighting Scots football team that
would bring the thunder. The Fighting Scots outscored the
Clarion Golden Eagles, 62-14, thereby raining on Clarion’s
homecoming celebrations and moving to 4-1 on the year.
“I knew the team was capable of this, but I did not expect
it by any means,” said Justin Lustig, Edinboro’s head football
coach. “Clarion was a very, very good team on film, but they
made some mistakes and we took advantage of them; that was
a big part of the game.”
It all started with the coin toss as Edinboro won the toss
and differed to the second half. Clarion recorded a first
down, but then stalled on the drive as the Edinboro defense
proved to be too stout by stopping the run.
Quarterback Jake Sisson and the offense took over on their

own 16 and didn’t look back. After a score on a trick play —
Walter Fletcher passed it back to Sisson and Sisson drove in
from 8 yards out for 6 points — Austin Reese’s extra point
attempt was good and Edinboro went up 7-0 at the 10-minute
mark in the first quarter.
Edinboro put up 27 unanswered points before Clarion
finally scored on an 11-yard from running back Delrece
Williams. Williams carried the load for Clarion all day and
went for 125 yards on 24 carries.
The score reached 48-7 before Clarion scored again. On
that play, again, it was Williams for Clarion on a 3-yard rush.
The Edinboro scores also included a 96-yard kickoff return
by T’Naz Gregory for a touchdown.
Sisson had himself another terrific outing, as he went 22
of 37 for 357 yards total and 5 touchdowns. Sisson also went
interception and sack free for the day.
“Practice was so much better this week and we went out
there and executed,” Sisson said. “By far, it is the best feeling
in the world when everything is going your way [and] you

know you can just really do anything you want.”
Other notable Fighting Scots were James Clark, who had 7
receptions for 112 yards and two touchdowns. Alex Caratelli
had another good day with 5 receptions for 99 yards and
two touchdowns, while Joran Williams came away with 4
receptions for 67 yards and a touchdown.
The Edinboro defense really stuck to their semper gumby
philosophy by being flexible but not breaking. As Clarion
neared scoring position, the defense stiffened and simply
refused to let Clarion through. Zuril Hendrick was larger
than life as he picked off Simmons and scampered for a 27yard “pick six.” Edinboro made Connor Simmons, Clarion’s
quarterback, uncomfortable all day. They moved Simmons off
his mark and disrupted his passing lanes all day.
“It’s such a funny thing how that works. If a team wins big,
they get blown out the next, [and] we had a really poor game
versus IUP and a really great game versus Clarion,” Lustig
said. “Now the challenge is can we do it again next week.”

Cross country impresses at Louisville
By Mike Lantinen
Sports Editor

Men’s cross country hits Louisville,
Gusew, Wefing strong 2-3 combination

Photo: Michael Lantinen
Geehrer led the men’s cross country team at the Greater Louisville Classic.

The Edinboro men’s cross country team traveled
to Louisville for the Greater Louisville Classic
this past weekend, continuing to work their way
to challenger status in the conference and region.
With coach Ryan Foster at the helm, underclassman
and upperclassman share the responsibility, trading
places and notching personal bests.
“The teams we were against was less important
than how we approached the race ourselves,” Gene
Baritot said.
Fayetville Manlius freshman Bryan Geehrer
continued to lead the team and improved on his
best 8K time once again, placing seventh with
a 25:11.88. Greehrer has been impressive so far,
competing on an All-American level and giving
Edinboro a front runner to challenge PSAC
opponents.
Breaking out for his biggest race of the year,
senior statesman Jon Gusew joined Corey Wefing
as they broke the 26-minute barrier. Wefing would
come through in 25:53.64 while Gusew remained
close with a 25:55.06. Both upperclassman will look
to close the gap on Geehrer as the season builds and
training intensifies.
“As a whole, we have increased our mileage
and have stayed at that peak, which is extremely
important at this point in the season,” Baritot said.
As the 10k races approach, training must be
adjusted slightly, as the longer race offers different
types of challenges.
The next Scots to finish would be Baritot,
followed by transfer Jared Hallow. Only 20 places
behind Wefing and Gusew, Baritot and Hallow
would place 41st and 47th. A 26:10.34 for Baritot is
his best time of the year and Hallows’ 26:17.41 is his
best of his career.
Baritot referenced his strategy going in,
explaining, “I wanted to go out with the front of the
pack and stay with them through 6k, then hold my
own through the last 2k.”
Sixth on the team and running consistently
throughout his year, Daniel Nowak placed 85th
with a time of 26:45.33.

Rounding out the remaining participants of the
race for Edinboro would be Eduardo Tapia, Steven
Sheetz and Mike McLaughlin. Tapia placed 111th
in 27:04.63 and Scheetz placed 114th for a time of
27:07.22. The Scots last finisher was McLaughlin, in
161st in a time of 27:39.81.
“This race proves that when we can run well
as individuals, then it translates to our team
performance,” Baritot said.
The scoring five for the Scots remains poised
for high level competition and the potential for
breakout performers isn’t far.
“We know we have the talent and we put in the
time to be good; we have to remember that and
close the gap between 1-7.”
Baritot continued, “We like the way things are
looking right now, but there is still a ton of room
for improvement and I feel we are on the right path
to success.”

Women’s cross country led
by Sullivan, places 9th in stacked field

Edinboro’s women’s cross country team competed
in the Greater Louisville Classic this weekend, as
they continue to look to rebuild. The 5,000-meter
race at Tom Sawyer State Park is their second major
race in three weeks.
Placing ninth out of 406 competitors, Emma
Sullivan looks to make her case as an All-American
competitor. Race after race she has proved that this
is her year.
Other notable competitors include Abbey Lang
and Abbey Peters, continuing to work as a tandem
at Louisville as they placed 31st and 34th. Only two
seconds apart, the two would finish with a 19:03.38
and 19:05.44.
Finishes from the remaining runner would begin
at 199th, beginning with Pia Briger and closely
behind would be Cassie Whitmoyer in 203rd. In
237th, Sadie Brown came through, then Abigail
Warner and Amie Cravener.
The Scots will return to action this homecoming
weekend when they travel to Painesville, Ohio
for the Lake Erie invitational. The women
remain competitive as the men look for their
first invitational title of the year before the PSAC
championship on Oct. 22.
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Edinboro soccer held scoreless in second loss of season
By Mike McLaughlin
Sports Editor

Photo EU Sports Information

The ninth-ranked Golden Rams of West
Chester were able to use one first half goal
to defeat the 20th ranked Fighting Scots
on Saturday.
West Chester remained undefeated
with a 10-0-0 ledger as Edinboro fell to
8-2-0 overall and 7-2-0 in the PSAC.
“The big games normally don’t end up
being the prettiest games,” head coach
Gary Kagiavas said. “It was a hard fought
game and for the most part was pretty
even.”
Edinboro did manage to outshoot West
Chester, 11-10, and 8-4 in shots on goal,
but were held scoreless for the second
time this season.
“It seemed like a lot of possession that
we tried to keep was not maintained.
They had a lot to do with that. They were
so highly explosive to the ball and very
aggressive,” Kagiavas said.
In the sixth minute of the game the
Golden Rams’ goaltender, Alex Srolis,
came out of the box. Alex Brown was able

to get past her and put a shot on net that
was stopped by the defense.
Kagiavas said he felt his team made
a lot of mistakes because they were put
under pressure quickly throughout the
whole game.
In the 28th minute senior defender
Shannon Regan misfired on a clear
attempt that Lexi Brown was able to
capitalize on. Brown passed the ball
beyond Edinboro goaltender Sarah
Baskey to Haley Mangiaruga who put it in
the open net.
“It’s not like they scored on a goal we
couldn’t compete with. They had one or
two other opportunities that Sarah was
very good at and she made a couple of
great saves. Someone is going to make a
mistake on the day and that’s going to cost
them the game. Unfortunately, we made
one and they scored and when we caught
them with our opportunities the keeper
was very good,” Kagiavas explained.
Edinboro had several chances
throughout the match, but were unable
to get any shots past Srolis. Mutkus had
a one-on-one chance in the 37th minute
that was deflected by Srolis.

“We had some opportunities, but
the keeper was pretty good, [and] she
pulled off a point-blank save on Mutkus,”
Kagiavas said.
He continued, saying the mentality of a
forward is to shoot. When under pressure
that’s exactly what they did and the goalie
was up to the task. He said maybe they
could have made one more pass, but
noted it’s easy for him to say that from the
sidelines while they are under constant
pressure on the field.
Neither team was able to score in the
second half. Alex Brown found an open
lane to shoot with two and a half minutes
left, but it went into the arms of Srolis.
About 24 seconds later freshman Morgan
Hamker had a one-on-one chance with
Srolis, but Srolis blocked another shot.
The last recorded shot of the match
came from Jess Sandhas off of a corner
kick with 15 seconds left, saved by Srolis.
Baskey made three saves as she
dropped to 8-2-0 on the season.
“There’s a reason they haven’t lost yet,”
Kagiavas said. “They’re a pretty good
team.”

Volleyball rallies from 2-0

to defeat Shippensburg
in tight, 5-set contest

The volleyball team won their eleventh straight game
Saturday in a five-set match. They are now 11-4 overall
and are undefeated in PSAC play with a 4-0 record. The
scores were 25-23, 25-21, 14-25, 17-25 and 14-16.

Giants’ Odell Beckham Jr.
falling prey to his emotions
By Matt Murschel
Orlando Sentinel

Odell Beckham Jr. has a problem, and a big
part of the problem is that he doesn’t think
there’s a problem.
After yet another game in which Beckham
became a focal point because of his temper, the
Giants’ third year receiver suggested that now
it’s not just opposing players who are out to get
him, but the officials as well. A few minutes after
the Giants lost to the Vikings, 24-10, on Monday
night in Minnesota, Beckham told reporters he
has to “understand that if I sneeze the wrong
way, it’ll be a flag, it’ll be a fine. If I tie my shoe
the wrong way, it might be a fine or a flag.”
Whether it’s cornerback Josh Norman of
Washington or Minnesota’s Xavier Rhodes,
who did a terrific job in holding Beckham to
a career-low 23 yards on just three catches, or
now the officials, it’s always seems the problem is
someone else. At least in Beckham’s eyes.
“As tough as it is to understand that for a
23-year-old who has been blessed with a lot
God has gifted me with an amazing amount
of ability, an amazing amount of everything it
seems like it’s all working against you,” he said.
Beckham is indeed a gifted wide receiver with
skills rarely seen. He can make acrobatic onehanded catches like almost no other, can sprint
faster than most humans and can do things
on a football field capable of only a handful of
players.
But as it turns out, there is a very real
weakness in his game, having nothing to with
any physical shortcomings. It turns out his
Achilles heel is inside his head. Even if he doesn’t
believe it or is willing to admit as much.
Norman first proved last December in the
run-up to the Giants-Panthers game that you
can climb inside Beckham’s head with the right
amount of trash talking, and the receiver’s fits of
pique the last two games are further proof that
he can easily succumb to the distractions created
by those around him and inflamed by Beckham
himself.
Consider: In three of his last five games
Beckham has lost his cool. He incurred three
personal foul penalties against Norman last Dec.
15, the last of which was a head-first launching
at the cornerback that resulted in a one-game
suspension. In last week’s loss to Washington,
he became so enraged after an Eli Manning
interception in the fourth quarter that he
slammed his helmet into the kicking net and
was struck by the net as it caromed back toward
him. And he was hit with an unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty during an altercation with
Rhodes, although it could have been much
worse.

Beckham bumped into an official as he was
jawing with Rhodes, and he very easily could
have been ejected, and perhaps even suspended,
for the incident.
But the public fallout is unmistakable.
Beckham once was celebrated for making
arguably the greatest catch in NFL history, a
mind-boggling, incredible one-handed catch
against the Cowboys in a Sunday night game
two years ago. And while his talent and stats
remain stratospheric, his recent histrionics are
prompting unfavorable comparisons to receivers
known for a me-first attitude, including Terrell
Owens, Randy Moss and DeSean Jackson.
It’s not a good look.
“We all know Beckham is a tremendous
player, a dynamic player,” Hall of Fame
quarterback Brett Favre told SIRIUS radio host
Bruce Murray on Monday. “But he’s shooting
himself in the foot, which in turn hurts Eli
[Manning], which in turn hurts the team. There
are some things Odell has to sort out to get back
to where he’s just playing and leave the other
stuff alone ... Being emotional, high intensity,
that’s OK. But it can’t disrupt what you’re trying
to do individually or from a team perspective.”
It is also noteworthy that Manning suggested
after the game that Beckham brings a lot of
this on himself. And teammate Victor Cruz, a
Beckham confidant and frequent defender of
his personality, deflected all questions about
Beckham’s latest issues.
I found it interesting last week in talking with
Beckham about whether he has sought the help
of a sports psychologist that he said he simply
didn’t feel the need. That’s when the line about
being in “a great place came up,” a suggestion
that he simply doesn’t need the help.
Two sports psychologists to whom I spoke
suggested Beckham does need to address these
issues, and the fact that there was another
incident Monday night only underscores that
notion.
“If your triggers or your buttons are easy
for others to push, you’re a puppet,” Dr. Mitch
Abrams, a New Jersey-based sports psychologist
and author of “Anger Management in Sport.” “I
think he needs to get to a place where people
are not able to provoke him. As long as that’s the
case, he’s going to underachieve.”
That certainly seems like a logical analysis
of Beckham’s situation, especially after an
underachieving game like Monday night. But
until Beckham himself is willing to admit there’s
a problem, there won’t be a solution.
The hope here is he gets it together, because
the NFL is a much better place and the Giants
a much more compelling team with Beckham
playing at the top of his game. Unfortunately for
Beckham, the storyline has changed, and only he
can turn it back.
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Big second half helps soccer team put away Lady Cats
By Mike McLaughlin
Sports Editor

Photo: EU Sports Information
The Edinboro soccer team beat Pitt Johnstown, 4-1.

The Edinboro soccer team used a three-goal second half to
pull away from Pitt Johnstown on Sept. 27, winning 4-1. The
Scots improved to 8-1-0 overall and 7-1-0 in the PSAC, while
the Lady Cats fell to 0-9-0 in both categories.
Edinboro led the first half in shots by a 9-5 margin, but
were only able to find the back of the net once.
Alex Brown scored in the 13th minute by playing the ball of
a defender and into the net for her fourth goal of the year.
“We were missing Coleen (due to clinicals she had to
attend) and we had a lot of aches and pains,” head coach Gary
Kagiavas said. “I knew mentally it’s hard to get up for games
like this, so it was hard to get motivated.”
Kagiavas continued by saying he expected this to happen
and they had to “grind this game out.”
Halle Hammer scored the second goal of the game in the
50th minute off a cross from Brown to make the score 2-0.
Two minutes later, however, Pitt Johnstown responded with
a goal of their own. Kaitlyn Eckley scored in the bottom right
corner of the net to bring the Lady Cats within one.

“Until that point we were kind of just getting around. As
soon as we got scored on they realized we might as well just
finish this thing off,” Kagiavas said.
In the 68th minute the Fighting Scots scored two goals to
extend their lead to three.
Ashley Mutkus scored in the box off a pass from Katie
Felitsky and Alex Root scored on a breakaway 40 seconds later
with an assist from Danielle Chatten.
“It’s nice that we have that ability that different players can
score. It’s hard to mark all of them, so it’s a luxury really,”
Kagiavas said.
Kagiavas noted the only piece they’re missing from last
year is Jansen Hartman. With Chatten and Morgan Hamker
improving faster than expected, as well as Root being a year
older, the offense has depth and has many players with the
ability to score.
“Week to week I don’t know who’s going to score, and that’s
kind of the fun part,” Kagiavas said.
Goalkeeper Sarah Baskey improved to 8-1-0 overall on the
season as she tallied one save in the game.
Mutkus is now tied for 10th all time with 19 goals and
Brown is 9th all time with 22, as well as 10th all time in points
with a total of 55.

Gray reflects on
past at Edinboro
By George Schmidt
Jacob Gray was on track
to graduate from Edinboro
University with his degree in
physical education and was to
begin teaching and coaching
wrestling.
Then 9/11 happened.
Gray’s little brother was
wrestling at the U.S. Naval
Academy at the time.
“He was a plebe, in his
freshman year at the Naval
Academy. I’m in class
wondering what’s going to
happen to my brother,” Gray
said.
He would go on to talk
about how he really didn’t
understand the officer
program with the Navy and
how it worked. He didn’t
know if they (the Navy) were
going to graduate his brother
early and send him off to war
or what would happen. But
because of the strong ties
with the Naval Academy’s
wrestling program, he began
asking questions as to how
one becomes a Marine Corps
officer.
This search led him
to Marine Corps Officer
recruiters. During Gray’s
junior and senior year, he went
to officer candidate school
(OCS) at Quantico Virginia.
Gray was commissioned
as a Marine Corp second
lieutenant in July of 2005.
“11 years later, here I am,
still in the Marine Corps. I
never anticipated being in the
Marine Corps this long,” Gray
said.
“But with the close knit
family atmosphere of being
at Edinboro, as well as being
on a sports team applied to
my everyday life as a Marine
Corps officer.”
Over those 11 years Gray
was a platoon leader and
moved up to executive officer,
then to company commander.
He served with 1st Battalion,
3rd Marines and did two tours
in Iraq. Gray was stationed in
the Al Anbar providence of
Iraq. On his first deployment
he was in a little town known
as Haditha. On his second he
was stationed on the east side
of Fallujah.
Upon his return he was
assigned to Education
Command to serve as the
Aide-de-Camp for the
commanding general in
July 2009. In May 2010 he

received orders to report to
The Basic School to serve as a
Warfighting Instructor.
Now Gray is the
commander for the recruiting
station Houston. Recruiting
station Houston covers
2,400 square miles, making
it the third largest recruiting
station for the Marine Corps
in the nation. Every year
approximately 900 young men
and women become Marines.
“It’s a very fulfilling,
humbling, and rewarding
experience to be a Marine
Corp Officer,” Gray said.
Gray was a two time
Vermont State wrestling
champion, posting a high
school record of 126-21. Gray
visited several Division one
schools like Penn State and
Virginia Tech. But Gray fell in
love with the small town feel
of Edinboro and the personal
attention he felt he would
receive here.
“Had I gone to another
large school with 50,000 kids I
would have been just another
number. Here at Edinboro,
though, I had a personal
relationship with the chair
of the physical education
department,” Gray said.
Gray was a two-time
Eastern Wrestling League
champion and a four time
NCAA Division I qualifier.
Gray said that through “sheer
determination and discipline
alone” Edinboro’s wrestling
program was able to compete
with the bigger, more wellfunded schools. The facilities
here at Edinboro build a
certain type of character,
according to Gray who
attributes a lot of the attitude
to head wrestling coach Tim
Flynn.
“I will tell anybody that
will listen that Tim Flynn
is the best wrestling coach
ever. He (Flynn) really knows
how to get the most out of
his wrestlers and keep them
motivated,” Gray said.
Flynn speaks just as highly
about Gray. “I always knew
he would be successful, [he’s
a] team player, leader, “Flynn
said.
Gray advises new students
to branch out. When he was
here he made friends not only
on his wrestling team, but
also in the physical education
department and the business
department as well. He says he
is still in touch with many of
those friends to this day.

Football was able to
respond well after suffering
their first loss of the season,
as they beat Clarion 62-14.
It marked their first PSAC
West victory of the season and
they will look for another this
homecoming weekend as they
face Gannon at 2 p.m.
The women’s soccer team
was able to win convincingly
over winless Pitt-Johnstown
with three second-half goals
and four different goal scorers.
They were not able to register

any goals against ninthranked West Chester, however.
It was their second loss of the
season. In both of their losses
the Fighting Scots did not
score any goals.
The men’s and women’s
cross country teams went
south to Louisville and had
solid races, which were much
needed in their final big meet
before PSACs and regionals.
The men’s team came in
second, placing one in the top
10 and two others in the top

Staff Writer
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Oklahoma is one of the most notable underachievers of the college football season. Matt Murschel details the rest.

College football’s biggest
underachieving, overachieving teams
By Matt Murschel
Orlando Sentinel

We’re nearly halfway through the college football season and
there have already been a slew of surprises teams that appear to
be either underachieving or overachieving on the gridiron.
Meet the underachievers:
Oklahoma (2-2): The Sooners were preseason favorites to
not only win the Big 12 again but also compete for a spot in the
College Football Playoff semifinals. However, that quickly went
out the window after dropping games against Houston and Ohio
State. The team has struggles to limit turnovers and protect
quarterback Baker Mayfield.
Michigan State (2-2): The Spartans hadn’t lost back-to-back
regular season Big Ten games since 2012 and few expected
a slump, but Michigan State has stumbled to losses during
consecutive contests against Wisconsin and Indiana. It’s not for
a lack of talent, but Mark Dantonio’s team is making too many
uncharacteristic mistakes and now could be saddled with its
worst season since 2012.
Oregon (2-3): Mark Helfrich went from golden prodigy to hot
seat occupant in two short seasons. The Ducks are off to their
worst start to a season since 2004, dropping three consecutive
games. Offense has never been a problem, it’s the defense that
has been the issue with the team allowing close to 500 yards per
game.
LSU (3-2): Few programs began the season with loftier
expectations than the Tigers, entering 2016 ranked among the
top five teams in the country, thanks to experience and talent.
Both weren’t enough in close losses to Wisconsin and Auburn,
which ultimately cost Les Miles his job. LSU responded and
helped interim coach Ed Orgeron score a win this week, but is it
too little too late?
And meet the overachievers:
Colorado (4-1): Colorado hasn’t started a season this well in
more than a decade (2005). The Buffaloes are thriving thanks to
a defense that leads the Pac-12 and an offense that is averaging
more than 500 yards and 43 points per game. Mike MacIntyre’s
team snapped a six-game losing streak to Oregon, beating the
Ducks for the first time since 1998.
Wake Forest (4-1): The Demon Deacons haven’t won four

Parting Shots

25. The women were able to
put one in the top 10, as well,
and two others in the top 50.
They both go to Lake Erie
College this weekend.
The volleyball team
extended their win streak to
11 and improved their PSAC
record to 4-0. They go to
California University (Pa.)
and Seton Hill University this
weekend to try to improve on
both of those records.
— Mike McLaughlin

games in a season since 2013 and haven’t started a season
4-1 since the Jim Grobe days in 2011 the program’s last bowl
appearance. Granted, the team’s strength of schedule isn’t among
the top 50 in the country and Wake Forest suffered its first loss
during the weekend against NC State, but it’s still an impressive
start.
Eastern Michigan (4-1): The Eagles have won more games
this season (4) than its past two seasons combined (2 and 1).
Eastern Michigan is off to its best start since 2011. The team’s
only loss was to Missouri a Power 5 foe and the wins have come
against teams that have a combined record of 4-11.
Troy (4-1): Neal Brown has done an amazing job in just his
second season with the Trojans, who are off to their best start
since moving up to the Football Bowl Subdivision in 2001
thanks to a high-scoring offense led by quarterback Brandon
Silvers.
Clemson moves up
A wild weekend of last-second finishes shook up this week’s
top 25 rankings, with seven of the teams in the top 10 shifting
around. Alabama and Ohio State remain atop the Associated
Press and Amway coaches’ top 25 polls, with the Crimson Tide
earning a majority of the first-place votes. Clemson moved up
two spots to third in the AP poll after the Tigers’ 42-36 win
over Louisville and the Cardinals dropped down to seventh.
Michigan and Washington rounded out the top five in the AP
rankings.
Big TV ratings
As you might expect, ABC’s Saturday Night Football earned
massive television numbers for the No. 3 Louisville at No. 5
Clemson, with the network securing a 6.0 overnight rating its
highest Saturday night broadcast of the season. The network’s
other two matchups featuring top 10 teams also did well, with
No. 8 Wisconsin at No. 4 Michigan earning ABC a 4.5 overnight
rating. ESPN saw big numbers for its Friday night matchup
between No. 7 Stanford at No. 10 Washington, earning the
network a 2.4 overnight rating its best regular season Friday
night game on ESPN since 2012. North Carolina’s last-second
win over Florida State drew a 1.3 rating for ESPN up 63 percent
from last year’s FSU-Wake Forest showdown at the same time.
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Black Lives Matter

Trayvon Martin. Eric Garner. Michael
Brown. Terence Crutcher. These lives
mattered. They still do matter.
In case you’re unfamiliar with these names,
let me explain.
In 2012, Trayvon Martin was a 17-yearold boy who was shot and killed after
buying Skittles and an Arizona Iced Tea at
a convenience store. George Zimmerman, a
man who lived in the same neighborhood as
the convenience store was in, took it upon
himself to deem Martin suspicious and shot
him dead after an altercation.
In 2014, Eric Garner was put into a choke
hold by a New York City police officer, while
arresting him. As officers kept Garner down
on the ground, he reportedly repeated the
phrase “I can’t breathe,” while the officers did
not let up. Garner was arrested for selling
loose cigarettes.
In 2014, Michael Brown was shot by a
police officer in Ferguson, Missouri after
Brown and the officer had an altercation.
Last month, Terence Crutcher was standing
in the middle of the road where his car had
broken down. As they approached him,

police officers said, “That looks like a bad
dude, maybe on something.” Crutcher was
shot and killed by a police officer.
All four of these people have two things
in common: they weren’t armed, and they’re
black. These instances are the basis for the
“Black Lives Matter” movement.
Many people have dismissed Black
Lives Matter (BLM) as a movement that is
destructive, pointless and anti-white. But
the actual movement is completely opposite.
These people are rioting in the streets of their
cities because they feel like their race is being
attacked; judging by the previous four people
mentioned, who were killed unjustly, how can
you argue they’re wrong?
You see many call the BLM riots
unnecessary and barbaric, but how else are
we supposed to notice the injustices being
committed each day to black people across
the country and the needed outrage?
Recently, San Francisco 49ers quarterback
Colin Kaepernick started to kneel during
the national anthem as a form of protesting
the oppression black people face every day.
Critics of Kaepernick state he is disgracing

the country and all who have fought for it by
kneeling. Basically, when someone protests
peacefully, it’s not okay; when someone
protests violently, it’s not okay. There is no
win for black Americans according to this
logic.
In 1998, the Denver Broncos won the Super
Bowl for the second year in a row. After the
win, fans gathered in the streets and fought
each other, overturned cars and vandalized
property.
In 2011, when former Penn State football
coach Joe Paterno was fired after Jerry
Sandusky was accused, and later convicted,
of sexual abuse, people gathered at Penn
State University Park’s campus to riot over
Paterno’s firing. In the streets, protesters
destroyed property, in addition to flipping
over a media van. This was over the firing
of a coach who knew of instances of sexual
abuse.
These riots tells me that our country cares
more about sports than it does about racial
oppression.
That fact is sickening.
We shouldn’t have black men or women be

EpiPen price increase set to
create even more worry for families
By Shayma Musa
Staff Writer

It’s midnight. The air is filled with
the echo of animated conversation.
In the kitchen, mismatched dinner
plates lay drying on paper napkins. It
was a normal Friday night.
Except it wasn’t because shortly
after, at 1:35 a.m., she would begin
wheezing.
It was July 26, 2013. My 3-year-old
cousin was having her first allergic
reaction.
She’d eaten a Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cup that someone had given her
unknowingly, and a few hours later
the symptoms were kicking in.
Her face and arms were covered
in hives, and her throat had begun
swelling.
Luckily, my aunt checked on her
and injected a shot of epinephrine
into her before the symptoms got
worse. If it wasn’t for the EpiPen that
my aunt kept nearby at all times, the

results would have been much worse.
But now, with the cost hike of the
pen, much worse is the fear that my
aunt and millions of other parents of
kids with allergies have to face.
Mylan, the pharmaceutical
company that manufactures the
EpiPen, which so many allergic
children and parents have come
to rely on, has announced that
they will be increasing the price
of their EpiPen from $100 to an
astonishing $600 for a two pack. The
announcement was, of course, met
with outrage.
The medication is already
extremely overpriced and for lowincome parents and families without
health insurance, the price increase
could mean that they can no longer
afford to buy the drug, leaving
children with allergies without an
emergency back up that could end up
saving lives.
This is a reality that many families
already live with, according to new
research published by the American
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afraid they’re going to get shot walking to the
convenience store. Black families shouldn’t
have to tell their sons to be afraid of the
police, or anyone for that matter. There is
no reason in 2016 that anyone, of any race,
should have to live in fear of one another.
In order to change the way things are,
we need to stand together to create a
society that listens to one another, works
with one another and helps one another.
Unfortunately, our country has become
racially divided, but this is not the end. In
America, color shouldn’t matter. The fact that
we’re all Americans is what we really need to
remember.
I never want to worry that my black
brother-in-law or my mixed race nephew
will get shot for innocently walking down the
street. I never want any family to have to go
through that again.
The road to recovery for our race relations
in America is to work together and recognize
that Black Lives Matter.

Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).
According to the AAP’s research,
six million American children have
food related allergies and low-income
children are 2.5 times as likely to be
hospitalized due to allergies.
With these statistics out, it’s
frightening to see that Mylan, the
producer of the EpiPen, is jacking
up prices and has been consistent
in doing so since 2007, without any
real consequence because of one
very serious reason: Mylan operates
as a monopoly in the production of
EpiPens.
Think about it, can you name any
other company that makes the same
product? No? I couldn’t either.
There are other companies out
there who make generic brand
Epinephrine auto-injectors, but
comparing them to the EpiPen is
like comparing a flip-phone to an
iPhone. They are astronomically
different user experiences.
My aunt isn’t sure if that EpiPen
will be an arm’s reach away.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Clinton vs. Trump: Who was the winner?
By Rob Francis
Staff Writer

Monday, Sept. 26. The first
presidential debate in one of the most
pivotal elections this country has ever
seen. For the first time, as opposed to
a roundabout of the stage, the debate
is shown entirely in split-screen.
Republican nominee, business mogul
Donald Trump, stands on the left
with a blue tie; Democratic nominee,
former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, stands on the right in a smart
red dress.
Lester Holt hosts. Let the showdown
begin.
Hosted by the PA Dems for Hillary
Campaign at the Edinboro Hotel
Bar, volunteers bustle around getting
things ready in the private room for
what is sure to be an exciting night.
The volunteers are comprised of both
women and men of all ages. Stickers,
pamphlets and “Clinton-Kaine” signs
are handed out as everyone signs in.
There is a very pro-Hillary feel to
the atmosphere and absolutely no
anti-Trump propaganda, as it should
be. The campaign volunteers show
an obvious love of Clinton but not in
a crazed, radical way; they truly care
about the outcome of this election and
the future of this country.
When asked why she is voting for
Clinton, Sue Wilson, 52, of Edinboro,
believes she not only has the political
experience but also “intellectuality and
sensibility.”
“When faced with the indiscretions
of Bill,” Wilson says, “she showed
loyalty to him, herself, her daughter
and did not let that dictate who she
was. I respect that as a woman.”
Mary Jo Campbell, vice-mayor of
the Washington Township Council
and first vice chair of the Erie Dems,
believes Clinton’s experience is
“overwhelming” and truly admires
her work with children, particularly
CHIP (Children’s Health Insurance
Program).
“I’ve always been a Democrat
but never been more afraid if a
Republican wins,” Campbell says. She
cites that Trump’s foreign policies
are “mammoth,” that her retirement,
pension, and status as an elected
official (being both a woman and the
only Democrat on the council) will
all be jeopardized and that Trump’s
trademark “you’re fired!” attitude is
reflected in his policies.
Campbell went on to quote
President Obama by saying that “the
dangerous part of Donald Trump is
that he doesn’t know the issues and
doesn’t care to know.”
As Holt introduces the night’s
event, Clinton looks at him with
attentiveness, Trump looks down at his
podium.
The first issue is brought up:
achieving prosperity.
“Thanks, Lester,” Clinton starts.
“Donald, good to be with you.”
Of course she makes a remark that
this is also her granddaughter’s second
birthday, but ties that in to “what kind
of country we want to be.”

In a dramatic gesture towards the
audience that sparked a huge roar of
support, Clinton gestured towards the
audience and the camera and said the
true key to prosperity is to “invest in
you and your future!”
A speculated issue has finally come
into clarity. Clinton’s solution to
achieving prosperity for the U.S. is to
invest more in technology, innovation
and clean, renewable energy; equal
pay for women and profit sharing are
next on her list; “supporting the people
who need it” by having the wealthy
“pay their share” and closing corporate
loopholes is a third.
Trump is up. His solution is simply
to stop allowing jobs to flee the
country and from being “stolen.” He
states the U.S. truly has a winning
fight, because we are a “piggy bank”
for the rest of the world; in true Trump
fashion, he made sure to say that “a
friend of his” gave him an inside scoop
on Mexico without elaborating on
whom or what.
He finishes by saying his “plan”
reduces taxes by 35 to 50 percent
(without giving any specifics), will
allow companies to build and expand
under his presidency (without saying
how), and that he agrees with Clinton
on childcare issues.
The first question is done, both
candidates having remained within
their allotted times.
Jordan Steadman, 22, of Madison,
Ohio, admires Clinton’s superior ability
to be articulate. “[She] always form[s]
complete sentences and complete[s]
thoughts,” he said.
Unfortunately for Democrats,
Clinton’s response was a little more
focused on Trump-bashing than
her stance on the issue. “Donald is
proposing trickle-down economics,”
she said. This system of “trumped
up, trickle down” will not work, she
explains, any more than it did for
former president Ronald Reagan.
She nearly redeems herself, however,
by saying that as five percent of the
world population, trade is important to
the U.S. and she plans for a tax system
to reward work (again, no specifics).
The next topic is how each
candidate plans to bring industries
back to the U.S.
Trump’s response: “Don’t let them
leave.”
Good plan, Don.
Then, in the dignified lingo of
Donald Trump, which we have come
to expect, he told us that he was going
to cut taxes “bigly.” Yes, not greatly, not
efficiently, but “bigly.” Grant you, bigly
is a real word, an adverb meaning “in
a big manner,” according to MerriamWebster. But it’s not one people hear
often and naturally it’s sparked some
negative attention.
Trump and his son have both
attempted to clarify that he did not say
“bigly” while referring to fiscal policy
but “big league.”
They should have stuck with bigly…
at least that’s a word that made sense
in context.
After this, the debate got a little
murky. Both candidates went over

MCT Campus
Spectator Writer Rob Francis attended the Edinboro Hotel Bar’s presidential debate event, talking with
attendees and giving his thoughts on the victor of that across the aisle battle.
their times and exerted too much
effort attacking each other’s ideas
without explaining what they would
do. It was reminiscent of two children
on the playground: little Donny saying
“you’re doing this” and little Hilly
saying “I am not!”
Of course, amongst the bickering
and mud-slinging, the scandalous
Hillary emails were brought
to attention. Clinton simply
acknowledged her “mistake of using
a private email server” and offered yet
another public apology.
To quote former Democratic foe
Bernie Sanders: “The American people
are sick and tired of hearing about
your damn emails!”
Seriously. Move on people.
As the debate raged on, Holt of
course had to bring up international
relations and the candidates’ stances
and policies regarding NATO (North
Atlantic Treaty Organization).
Trump began by saying that he
is a “business person” and thus has
“common sense.”
“NATO could be obsolete…because
they don’t focus on terror,” said the
Republican, before adding that the
U.S. needs NATO to help us “knock
the hell out of ISIS,” which itself is an
organization formed by the “vacuum
caused by Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton.”
After some more attacks by Trump
— all the while Clinton standing there
in dignified silence with a tolerant
smile — she finally was able to take a
breath and say, “Wow, okay! Back to
the issues…”
Laughter and applause abound from
the bar and the television.
And back to the issue she went.
As per NATO Article V, an “attack
on one is an attack on all.” Clinton
clarified that the only time this article
was invoked was after the unforeseen

NextGen Climate:
Vote for the environment
By Holly Shields

Contributing Writer
You may have noticed small orange pins
with “Climate is My Candidate” on the backs
of book bags around campus. Or maybe, you
noticed students and representatives from an
organization called “NextGen Climate,” with
clipboards amongst campus, approaching
you about climate change and your voter
registration status.
You might be wondering, what is NextGen
Climate? NextGen Climate is an organization
spreading around Edinboro University to
educate and encourage millennials to not
only be concerned about climate change, but
to utilize our powerful responsibility and
majority as voters to reverse climate change
and prevent the destruction of Earth for not
just our generation, but future generations.
The basis of NextGen begins at this:
climate change is a very real, very serious
and very scary issue. Our Earth, once pure,
sustainable and healthy, is falling into a
deep impending destruction before our very
eyes. Not only does climate change have
primary effects such as increased surface
temperatures and melting glaciers resulting
in rising sea levels, but it’s also provoking
food chain disruptions, extinction of species
and ocean acidification, all produced from
carbon emissions.
In an election that is often considered a
“joke,” or “picking the lesser of two evils,” it
is important to consider what presidential
candidates support the protection of our

environment. While taking cognitive
approaches to minimizing your carbon
footprint — such as walking to work or
avoiding traffic — is never discouraged, who
we vote for as our next presidential candidate
plays a huge role in the course climate
change can take.
Regarding the climate, it is ultimately
coming down to two choices in this election.
A candidate can increase climate change
by solely denying it, subsidizing oil and gas
companies and expanding carbon emissions
in exchange for economic wealth and power.
Or, they can face the issue, creating clean
energy, green jobs, while reducing carbon
emissions and restoring the Earth.
When you see presidential candidates such
as Donald Trump stating that “the concept
of global warming was created by and for the
Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing
non-competitive,” it becomes obvious that
he’s turning a blind eye, denying real issues,
and convincing his supporters that this is not
a serious problem. NextGen Climate is here
to advocate that we need to take action on
this before it’s too late.
This election will not be a short term
solution; it will change our lives forever. As
citizens of the United States of America, it
is our moral responsibility to put aside any
acts of selfishness and vote for humanity and
Earth continuity. Liberal or conservative,
“tree-hugger” or not, think for our one
and only Earth, and vote climate as your
candidate. Get involved and help NextGen
Climate make the difference.

terrorism attack of 9/11.
Therefore, NATO has no business
in the war between the U.S. and ISIS, a
drastically different ideal than Trump’s.
Rachel Lani, 24, of Edinboro, fears
what a Trump presidency will do to the
reputation of the United States.
“Every election is pivotal,” says Lani,
“because the president represents us as
a nation . . . [Trump] is a hate-monger,
offensive and does not give a s--- about
others.”
Steadman feels that under Trump
his safety would be at risk. He states
the LGBT community is already
targeted, as well as those of different
socio-economic levels. He says Trump
is a business man and does not support
his ethnocentrism of capitalism
attitude.
Lani also notes Trump’s lack of
self-awareness and ability to own his
mistakes, which are antitheses of a
great leader.
Clinton went on to say that during
her tenure as secretary of state, she
spent over a year and a half imposing
the toughest sanctions on Iran in
order to come up with a sense of peace
between our two countries.
President Obama’s controversial
Iran Deal, formulated and put into
effect this past April, has been cause of
speculation and criticism, particularly
by the Republican Party. It is one of
many instances that has led terrified
(and misinformed) Americans to agree
with Trump’s plan of “bombing the s--out of them.”
But the sly Clinton headed off any
arguments that could be brought up
about this, by throwing in: “John F.
Kennedy and Barack Obama put a
lid on Iran’s nuclear program without
firing a single shot. That is diplomacy!”
Not seeing a way around that wall
(pun intended), Trump again tried
attacking Clinton by saying she lacks

Faculty strike. I am sure no Edinboro student
wants to hear that. Unfortunately, “faculty strike”
is a real possibility this semester. APSCUF, the
union which represents the faculty at all 14
institutions in the Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education (PASSHE), has set a strike date
for October 19th because your professors have
been working without a contract for over 465
days and negotiations have not gone well. As we
approach Oct. 19, it is important to remember
that this is not a dispute between Edinboro
faculty and Edinboro’s administration. Edinboro
administration, along with the administration
at the 13 other PASSHE universities, report to
the PASSHE chancellor, who is responsible for
contract negotiations, along with the PASSHE
Board of Governors.
This negotiation is about the future of public
higher education in the Commonwealth. It is
not a salary dispute, as some news reports have
mistakenly stated. It is about preserving access
to a quality college education at a reasonable
cost and the opportunities such an education
creates for students to have a better life and a
better future; it is about having a well-educated
workforce that will attract employers to
Pennsylvania; and it is about fairness and respect
for the faculty who are devoted to teaching
students to be productive and thoughtful citizens.
The faculty union does not want a strike.
In fact, its members voted against a strike
authorization in April so students could graduate
in May without interruption, hoping instead that
the summer break would provide ample time for
APSCUF and PASSHE to negotiate an agreement.
Unfortunately, no progress was made and we have
run out of options.
Prior to setting a strike date, APSCUF even

the “stamina” required to negotiate
with competing countries such as
Japan (even though she’s done it
already).
No doubt this was a feeble
attempt to get back at Clinton for her
comments about his temperament
(which he only verified).
At the close of the debate, Clinton
said she will support the outcome
of this election, regardless of what
it may be, because she supports our
democracy.
In an ultra-rare sign of humility,
Trump also stated that he would
“absolutely support” Clinton if she
were to win because that’s what will
“make America great again.”
“[Clinton] showed decorum and
preservation,” Wilson adds. She hopes
“Hillary will break the glass ceiling” as
the first female President.
“Women perpetuate the species,”
Wilson says. “We have to be strong…
because of our children. [Clinton] has
the political and personal experience.”
One cannot help but wonder if
CNN (one host of the debate) was
attempting to win undecided voters
through a subtle form of subliminal
messaging.
Clinton, for example, was on the
right-hand side of the screen in a red
dress (traditional “side” and color of
the Republican party) while Trump,
though right-wing, was on the left
screen in a tie, the traditional blue of
Democrats.
A post-debate interview in Florida
showed 18 out of 20 previously
undecided voters as pro-Hillary.
The selected individuals said the
debate was “even-keeled” and that
Clinton was “well-prepared” and
“knowledgeable.”
This election is going to be a major
turning point for our county. Let’s
make the right choice, America.

offered to enter into binding arbitration, which
requires both sides to accept the findings of an
independent arbitrator, even if the outcome
is not what the faculty would have wanted. It
guaranteed that a contract would be settled
without a strike and the negative effects a strike
will have. PASSHE rejected APSCUF’s offer.
Now, the PASSHE chancellor is demanding
“givebacks” that no other state employees
were asked for in their new contracts. Those
“givebacks” are benefits that the faculty currently
have. PASSHE would like to take those benefits
away.
For example, the healthcare package PASSHE
is offering faculty is made to sound reasonable,
but the devil is in the details. The increased
healthcare costs amount to a reduction in
wages with additional costs skyrocketing if a
faculty member or members of their family
become seriously ill. PASSHE has also proposed
eliminating retiree healthcare. The lowest paid
and most vulnerable temporary faculty will also
see a 20 percent pay cut if PASSHE gets what they
are asking for. These are just a few items on a long
list of concessions being demanded by PASSHE.
Remember that we are fighting for benefits like
healthcare and fair pay so that you might have
similar benefits when you enter the workforce.
APSCUF doesn’t want to strike, but we will.
We have done our part to prevent one. But now
we must fight for the future of quality public
higher education. Until Oct. 19, we will continue
to negotiate in good faith because we want a fair
contract, we want the best for the communities
we serve, and we want the best for you.
Michael Bucell, Ph.D.
APSCUF Edinboro Chapter President
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Clinton calls for unity
in visit to torn Charlotte
By Jennifer Epstein
Bloomberg News

Democratic presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton called for unity and
action to bridge the divide between
minority communities and those
who police them as she visited
Charlotte, the North Carolina city
rocked by riots after the recent killing
of a black man by a police officer.
“There are some out there who see
this as a moment to fan the flames of
resentment and division, who want
to exploit peoples’ fears even though
it means tearing our nation even
further apart,” Clinton said Sunday.
“They say that all of our problems
would be solved simply by more law
and order, as if the systemic racism
plaguing our country doesn’t exist.’
She didn’t mention her opponent,
Republican Donald Trump, as
she spoke at Little Rock African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, a
historically black congregation near
where protests were held after the
Sept. 20 shooting of Keith Lamont
Scott.
“It has been 12 days since Mr.
Scott was shot and killed. Twelve
days since his wife, Rakeyia Scott,
watched her husband die, and seven
children lost their father,” Clinton
said. “We don’t yet know all the
details about the shooting, but we do

MCT Campus
Antonin Scalia’s death has opened up a spot on the U.S. Supreme Court. If Republican nominee
Donald Trump were to win the presidency, conservatives could maintain their 5-4 majority.

Election to decide majority in U.S. Supreme Court
By David G. Savage

Tribune Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — An evenly divided Supreme
Court opens a new term this week with a few dozen
mostly low-profile cases. But perhaps the biggest
question of the year won’t even be settled by the justices.
Voters next month will effectively decide the court’s
ideological bent for the next four years and possibly
much longer.
Not since 1968 has the court had a vacancy expected
to be filled by the winner of a presidential election.
Then, Senate conservatives filibustered President
Lyndon Johnson’s choice to replace retiring Chief
Justice Earl Warren, leaving Richard Nixon to nominate
a conservative instead. It was the start of a quartercentury of Republican appointments that steadily
moved the court to the right.
Now, with the Republican-led Senate’s refusing to
consider President Barack Obama’s nominee, Merrick
Garland, to fill the vacancy created by the death of
Antonin Scalia, the court faces the prospect of a shift in
the opposite direction.
If Republican nominee Donald Trump wins in
November, conservatives are likely to restore their 5-4
majority, based on the names of prospective nominees
his campaign has released.
But a Hillary Clinton victory would give the court
a majority of Democratic appointees for the first time
since 1969. The Senate could decide to approve Garland
in the lame-duck session at the end of the year, or leave
the choice to Clinton after she takes office in January.
Either way, it would represent the most liberal
Supreme Court since the early 1970s.
If that happens, liberals could score some short-term
victories early next year on several hot-button issues
involving Obama’s executive actions and regulations on
immigration, climate change, contraceptives and rights
for transgender students.
This past spring, the justices put off several decisions,
given the current 4-4 split among Republican and
Democratic appointees. For example, they did not
decide whether employers at religious schools and
colleges can be required to provide free contraceptives
for their female employees under the terms of Obama’s
healthcare law. That issue remains unresolved, but a fifth
Democratic appointee could form a majority to uphold
the so-called contraceptive mandate.
In June, the court split, 4-4, on Obama’s plan to defer
deportation and offer work permits to more than 4
million immigrants who have been living in the U.S.
illegally. The tie vote kept in place a Texas judge’s order
that has halted Obama’s policy.
But the case is still pending, and with a fifth
Democratic appointee, the court would probably clear
the way for the administration to put its policy into
effect.
Similarly, earlier this year shortly before Scalia’s death
in February the court by a 5-4 vote temporarily blocked
Obama’s plan to limit carbon pollution from power
plants. That case is working its way through the U.S.
appeals court and is certain to return to the Supreme
Court for a final review, possibly as early as next spring.
The growing dispute over transgender students using
bathrooms that match their gender identity could be
taken up early next year. A Virginia school district has
filed an appeal challenging a decree issued by Obama’s

Education Department.
The court has also agreed to decide a potentially
significant church-state dispute, but has put off
scheduling arguments, apparently waiting for a ninth
justice. At issue is whether a church day-care center in
Missouri can claim an equal right to state-subsidized
playground materials provided to public schools.
Another major decision could come in the area of
voting rights. In recent years, Republican-led states
have adopted new election laws that limit early voting
and require voters to display specific state-issued photo
IDs at the polls. These measures have been challenged
by civil rights lawyers and the Justice Department who
claim that they are designed to restrict voting by African
Americans and Latinos.
The court is set to hear cases from North Carolina
and Virginia, where Republican lawmakers are accused
of setting election boundaries so that black voters
are concentrated in a few districts to strengthen the
Republican Party in surrounding areas.
“There is no doubt that a liberal court would be more
sensitive to claims of voter suppression like we’ve seen
in North Carolina and Texas and more vigilant against
racial gerrymandering,” said Steven R. Shapiro, national
legal director of the American Civil Liberties Union.
Longer term, liberals would have their first
opportunity in generations to hear cases on issues such
as partisan gerrymandering, political spending and
protecting gays from workplace discrimination.
When conservatives held the majority, liberal and
progressive advocacy groups often tried to prevent
sensitive issues, like abortion and affirmative action,
from reaching the Supreme Court. But with a majority
of Democratic-appointed justices on the bench, liberal
think tanks and civil rights groups would for the first
time in years have incentives to cultivate precedentsetting lawsuits and push their issues to the Supreme
Court.
Many conservatives say that the prospect of a liberal
Democrat filling Scalia’s seat is driving support for
Donald Trump.
“It could mean rolling back at the Second
Amendment and cutting back on religious liberty,”
said Elizabeth Slattery, a legal analyst at the Heritage
Foundation. “Citizens United is also on the hit list
for the left,” she said, referring to the 2010 decision
that knocked down limits on independent campaign
spending by corporations and unions.
She said a liberal court “would not be a check against
out-of-control executive power. If Hillary is in office, she
could use unelected bureaucrats to achieve the goals she
could not win in Congress.”
Legal scholars, however, doubt a newly liberal court
would move quickly or aggressively, particularly if the
new justice is Garland, who is seen as a moderate.
“My guess is the shift would be fairly slow and
incremental, rather than sudden and dramatic,” said
University of Chicago law professor Geoffrey Stone.
“The so-called liberals on the court are by nature and
experience fairly cautious and moderate.”
Conservatives learned that even with a majority,
sudden or sweeping change is often difficult to achieve.
When Republicans came to dominate the court in the
1970s and ‘80s, conservatives confidently took aim at
liberal precedents like the Miranda decision on police
warnings, the Roe vs. Wade ruling on abortion and the
Bakke decision allowing race-based affirmative action in
colleges and universities.

know this community and this family
is in pain.”
Clinton said safe neighborhoods
and freedom for black Americans are
not mutually exclusive. “Of course
we need safe neighborhoods, no one
is against that. Of course we need
communities that are free from the
epidemic of gun violence. Of course
we need that,” she said. “But we also
need justice and dignity and equality.
And we can have both. This is not
an either or question for America. I
want us to commit ourselves to this
common vision.”
Clinton has made criminal justice
and civil rights issues a core of her
campaign. Her first policy speech
as a presidential candidate, in
April 2015, came in after the death
of Freddie Gray in Baltimore as
she called for the rebalancing of a
criminal justice system that she said
has become misaligned. Since then,
she’s spoken out after several major
clashes between police and their
communities, some that have left
civilians dead and others, as in Dallas
and Baton Rouge, in which police
died.
“It’s been a hard year, hasn’t it?”
Clinton said. “Think about how
many times President Obama has
had to console our nation about
another senseless tragedy, another
shattered family, another distressed
community.”

Johnson pulling votes in NM
By David Lightman

McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Gary Johnson
could make a big difference in his home
state of New Mexico, a state with five
electoral votes, according to a new
Albuquerque Journal poll.
Johnson, the Libertarian presidential
candidate, got 24 percent support in the
survey, conducted Sept. 27-29. Johnson
was Republican governor of the state
from 1995 to 2003.
Hillary Clinton got 35 percent and
Donald Trump 31 percent in a state
that’s been viewed as Clinton territory.
Nationally, the Clinton-Trump race
remains close, meaning Clinton
probably can’t afford to lose a state
where she’s seen as a favorite.

“The election is close in New
Mexico,” said Brian Sanderoff, president
of Research & Polling Inc., according
to the Journal. “The bottom line is that
New Mexico is more competitive than I
expected.”
Sanderoff said Johnson is hurting
Clinton more than Trump in the
state, particularly among Hispanics,
considered an important Clinton
constituency. Johnson wins the backing
of 31 percent of Hispanics.
Clinton is up 40-18 percent over
Trump among Hispanics.
“The Democratic candidate needs to
be getting much more than 40 percent
of the Hispanic vote to win New Mexico
comfortably,” Sanderoff said. “Johnson
is picking up Hispanic support, and
that is what is keeping Hillary Clinton
down.”

Alicia Machado, star of presidential debate, has controversial past
CAlicia Machado, the former
Venezuelan beauty queen whose
treatment by Donald Trump nearly
20 years ago became a potent
political weapon for the Clinton
campaign, has had numerous brushes
with controversy.
During the presidential debate
Monday night, Hillary Clinton
described how the Republican
nominee disparaged Machado’s
weight and ethnicity after she won
the 1996 Miss Universe title, a
pageant that Trump once owned.
Machado says that Trump
called her “Miss Piggy” and “Miss
Housekeeping” when she put on
several pounds after her coronation;
Trump claims Machado put on so
much weight that she violated the
terms of her contract.
Stung by poor reviews of his
debate performance, Trump took to

Twitter last week to accuse Machado
of having a “terrible” past and suggest
that she appeared in a “sex tape.”
Trump supporters resurfaced
reports that Machado drove a
getaway car for her then-boyfriend
during a 1998 murder attempt
in Venezuela’s capital, Caracas.
Old claims that she later made a
threatening call to a judge in the case
have also been circulating.
In an interview with CNN’s
Anderson Cooper, Machado
conceded that she was “no saint girl”
but said that was not the point. “He
was really aggressive. He was really
rude. He was a bad person with me,”
she said of Trump.
What really happened?
Machado did act in a racy 2005
reality show broadcast on Spain’s
Antena 3 TV network, scenes
from which have gone viral on

YouTube. The show titled “Farm of
the Famous” is said to have shown
Machado having sex with a former
Mr. Spain, Fernando Acaso.
Although neither Machado nor
Acaso appeared nude in the show,
Machado later admitted in various
interviews that she had sex with the
Spanish actor during filming.
The accusation that she was an
accomplice to an attempted murder
stems from her involvement with
Juan Rodriguez Reggetti, now a wellknown Caracas attorney.
According to news reports at the
time, the controversy began after
Regetti’s sister, eight months pregnant
and the mother of an 11-month-old
boy, committed suicide.
Reggetti is alleged to have fired
two shots at his sister’s husband,
Francisco Sbert Moukso, as he was
leaving a memorial service.

During the subsequent police
investigation, Machado was
mentioned as having driven
the getaway car. She denied the
accusation, saying she was filming a
soap opera at the time. A judge later
said there was insufficient evidence
to arrest her.
The beauty queen also denied
having made the threatening call to
the judge, and since it came down to
her word against his, the allegation
went nowhere.
Controversy has continued to
dog Machado’s career in the years
since, frequently putting her on the
defensive. Although she has achieved
a modicum of success in Venezuelan
and Mexican soap operas, she has
derived more fame from her offcamera activities, which are always
closely followed by Venezuela’s
tabloid media.

Machado posed twice for Playboy
magazine, mockingly dedicating an
appearance to Trump.
She is also said to have had a
romance with an alleged Mexican
drug trafficker, Gerardo Alvarez
Vazquez, who goes by the alias “El
Indio” or “El Chayan.” Mexican
tabloids, citing prosecutors’
investigations, reported that Vazquez
is the father of Machado’s daughter,
who was born in Miami in 2008.
But Machado repeatedly denied
the claim and later identified
Mexican businessman Rafael
Hernandez as the father.
She is now a U.S citizen but
remains a presence in the Venezuelan
media often because of missteps on
her social media accounts, including
a Twitter post in which she described
North and South Korea as “the two
Chinas.”
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World leaders gather as Shimon Peres is laid to rest

Photo: MCT Campus
The ceremony for former Israeli president Shimon Peres was held at the Knesset Plaza in Jerusalem on Sept. 29.

By Joshua Mitnick
Los Angeles Times

JERUSALEM — Former
Israeli President Shimon
Peres was laid to rest Friday
beneath the silent pine trees
of Israel’s Mount Herzl
national cemetery, eulogized
by Israeli leaders, family and
two American presidents as a
founding father who first built
up Israel’s military industrial
complex and then sought
peace with the Palestinians.
President Barack Obama
led the processional at an
Israeli state funeral attended by
world leaders and dignitaries
from dozens of countries — as
well as Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas,
who honored Peres by crossing
the chasm of national divide
to mourn in a pantheon of the
Zionist history.
On a cool Jerusalem
morning, as a Star of David flag

lowered to half-staff flapped in
a gentle breeze, Peres’ casket
was borne by a parliamentary
honor guard before a crowd
of politicians, former military
chiefs, diplomats and Cabinet
members.
Peres, who died Wednesday
from complications of a
stroke earlier this month, was
hailed by speakers as the last
leader from Israel’s founding
generation, a visionary who
built up Israel’s military power
and eventually became its
best-known statesman — a
leader who, despite numerous
political setbacks, never
stopped seeking to advance
Israeli-Arab reconciliation.
They paid tribute to the boy
from a Jewish town in Poland
who immigrated to Palestine
before his extended family was
killed in the Nazi Holocaust
and eventually served at the
side of Israel’s first prime
minister, David Ben-Gurion

— launching a decadeslong
career in Israel’s slash-andburn political system in which
Peres was reviled by many
Israelis as being too willing to
compromise.
“It was no secret that
Shimon and I were political
enemies, but over the years
we became close friends,”
said Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who
handed Peres one of his painful
defeats by narrowly defeating
him in a parliamentary
election in 1996.
Standing alongside his
casket, Netanyahu recalled
debating with Peres into
the night after he had left
partisan politics to become the
country’s president, a mostly
ceremonial post.
“Shimon claimed fervently,
‘Bibi, ‘shalom’ is the true
security.’ I argued, ‘Shimon,
in the Middle East security
is a necessary condition for

peace,’” he said. “I came to the
conclusion that we were both
right. In the stormy Middle
East, peace will only be assured
with constant demonstration
of our power … but power is
only a means.”
Obama, who was in the
country for only a few hours,
sat beside Netanyahu and
Peres’ son Nechemia during
the ceremony. Wearing a
black memorial ribbon and
a yarmulke in deference to
Jewish custom, the president
recalled discussing books
and history with Peres in the
White House and striking
up a chemistry despite their
different backgrounds and
ages.
“Our friendship was rooted
in that I could see myself in his
history and maybe he could see
himself in mine,” Obama said.
In his eulogy, Obama, who
was stymied for eight years
in advancing a peace process

in the Middle East — in
part by skepticism in Israel
about the peace talks with the
Palestinians and also friction
with Netanyahu — gently
urged Israelis to continue
Peres’ legacy of seeking
reconciliation.
“I don’t believe he was
naive,” Obama said. “ ‘The
Jewish people weren’t born
to rule over another people,’
(Peres) would say. … He came
to believe that the Zionist idea
would be best protected when
the Palestinians have a state of
their own.”
The presence of Abbas, who
sat in a cemetery reserved
for Israeli prime ministers
and presidents, and opposite
the black marble tomb of
Theodore Herzl, celebrated by
Israelis as the first visionary of
a Jewish state, was criticized in
the Arab world. “Expressing
condolences to Peres’ family
and Israel is a crime,” said
Hamas official Bassem Naim.
The world dignitaries —
including Britain’s Prince
Charles and French President
Francois Hollande — were
flanked in the front rows by
Peres’ three children and his
grandchildren.
The families’ somber faces
dissolved into sobbing at a
piercing rendition of one of
Peres’ beloved liturgies, “Our
Father, Our King,” the Jewish
prayer for atonement.
His daughter Tzvika Walden
pulled back the curtain on
home life with the man
who was called “Buzhik,”
a nickname for doll, by his
wife, Sonia, and who used his
powers of persuasion in the
mundane tasks of parenting.
“To me, he was a young

man who used his creative
skills to get us to eat. Who
cut sandwiches into triangles
and diamonds,’’ she said. “‘Try
this.’”
Despite being a polarizing
political leader, Peres won
widespread popularity among
Israelis as president and in
retirement. The day before his
funeral, tens of thousands of
Israelis from all sides of the
political spectrum filed by
his casket on the plaza of the
Knesset, Israel’s parliament
building, to pay tribute.
“Peres was a special man,’’
said one mother who was
tugging along a toddler as they
passed by his casket. Other
Israelis paused to snap selfies.
Standing nearby with his
wife and three children was
Aviv Agoor-Halevy, who
recalled the outpouring on
the same plaza when former
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
was assassinated in 1995 after
appearing at a peace rally with
then-Foreign Minister Peres,
leaving Israelis shocked and
peace negotiations with the
Palestinians teetering.
“The man died, but his
path died long ago,” AgoorHalevy lamented, referring
to Peres and the defunct
peace negotiations with the
Palestinians.
Sighing, his wife, Hagit, said
she brought their children to
the memorial to witness a part
of history — the closing of a
chapter of Israel’s founding
generation.
“I said we have to come
because something like this
will never happen again.”

Bears, not scientists, trapped on Russian Island Illegal rhino horn trafficking continues in Vietnam
By Matthew Schofield
McClathy Washington
Bureau

BERLIN — Five Russian
scientists trapped by more
than a dozen polar bears for
two weeks used a shipment
of flares and air horns to
free themselves this week,
according to Russian and
European news reports.
Because of the endangered
status of polar bears, the
scientists were willing to use
only non-lethal methods to
scare the bears away.
The researchers were on
Troynoy Island, north of
eastern Russia and inside the
Arctic Circle, when on Aug.
31, one of the many bears
known to live on the island
killed a dog at a meteorological station. After that, the
bear apparently decided to
stick around, and was joined
by nine other adult polar
bears, and as many as four
cubs.
The scientists, who had
run out of any means to

scare off the bears, were advised to “stay inside” unless
absolutely necessary and
that new supplies were on
the way. They were, at first,
advised that the new supplies
would take a month to reach
them, but a passing research
vessel was able to reach them
within two weeks.
During the siege TASS
quoted one of the scientists,
Vadim Plotnikov, about the
ordeal.
“A female bear has been
sleeping under the station’s
windows since Saturday
night. It’s dangerous to go
out as we have run short of
any means to scare off the
predators,” Plotnikov said. In
addition to being in danger
of being eaten if they left the
research hut, he noted that:
“We had to stop some of
the meteorological observations.”
Troynoy Island is a
16-mile-long island in the
Kara Sea, part of the Russian
Arctic that is thought to be
home to as many as 7,000

polar bears. TASS reported
that initial pleas for help
sent back to the Arkhangelsk-based Northern
Meteorological Department,
advised the scientists to stay
calm, stay inside and figure
it out for themselves.
They were also told new
supplies would be sent as
soon as possible.
“Things like this have
happened before on Troynoy
Island,” TASS quoted Vassily
Shevchenko, the head of the
state monitoring network
that owns the station, as
saying.
A spokesperson for the
group told TASS that climate
change was in part to blame
for the siege.
“The bears usually go to
other islands, but this year
they didn’t. The ice receded
quickly and the bears didn’t
have time to swim to other
islands,” she said. “There’s no
food … so they came up to
the station.”

Photo: MCT Campus
This is a map of Troynoy Island in the Kara Sea where scientists were trapped.

A 44-year-old Indian Rhino wanders in captivity on Jan. 7, 2013.

By Robyn Dixon
Los Angeles Times

JOHANNESBURG—
Vietnam has become the
biggest hub in the world for
trafficking in horns and other
body parts of the rhinoceros,
a critically endangered species
that is being killed by poachers
in South Africa at the rate of
one every eight hours.
An estimated 1,300 rhinos
are slaughtered for their
horns across Africa annually
_ up from just 100 in 2008 _
with the bulk of rhino horn
smuggled by criminal gangs
into Vietnam, according
to surveys by international
wildlife trade experts.
Yet Vietnam hasn't launched
a single successful high-level
prosecution against illegal
rhino horn traders.
The standing committee
of CITES, the Convention on
Trade in Endangered Species,
meeting this week in South
Africa, has warned Vietnam
that the body will not tolerate
the country's failure to enforce
bans on the rhino horn trade.
The warning suggests that
possible trade sanctions could
be in the offing as early as next
year.
CITES is responsible for
regulating trade in endangered
species, including bans where
appropriate, but depends on
member states to enforce the
ban.

"It's beginning to look like
the only way they will take
it seriously is sanctions,"
said Colman O'Criodain,
trade analyst with the World
Wildlife Fund, who complains
that Vietnam had resisted
action on wildlife trafficking
for years.
"For the past six years it's
been known that Vietnam
is the biggest market for
rhino horn. So far, over six
years there has not been a
decision to suspend trade with
Vietnam," he said.
In South Africa's world
famous Kruger National
Park, the situation is dire: On
average, 12 criminal gangs
are operating at any one time
in the park, according to
South African authorities.
Only 25,000 rhinos remain
in Africa, most of them in
South Africa, which has lost
6,000 since 2007. A total of
1,215 South African rhinos
were poached and 1,175 were
illegally killed last year.
Pressure on Vietnam
mounted this year, after
a yearlong investigation
by a Netherlands-based
nongovernment organization,
the Wildlife Justice
Commission, which identified
the Vietnamese village of Nhi
Khe as a major trafficking hub
for illegal wildlife products.
Investigators found staggering
amounts of rhino horn, ivory,
tiger products and other
illegally traded items.

Photo: MCT Campus

In Nhi Khe, WJC
investigators identified enough
rhino horn to account for
just under half the animals
poached in South Africa last
year. Investigators identified
the horns of 573 rhinos, 907
elephants and items from
225 tigers and other animals,
worth more than $53 million.
Investigators posing as
buyers saw rhino horns
and tiger bones piled onto
electronic scales, and rooms
piled with elephant tusks,
according to one undercover
investigator on the project,
who cannot be named because
it could jeopardize his work on
future projects.
The investigation exposed
WeChat and Facebook
accounts used to advertise
banned wildlife parts and 17
Chinese bank accounts used
by traffickers to take payment
from Chinese customers.
Undercover video footage
gathered by the group shows a
young woman sitting behind
a counter in a Nhi Khe shop,
as customers from China _ the
village’s main market _ handle
bracelets and necklaces made
of rhino horn.
WJC executive director
Olivia Swaak-Goldman, an
international lawyer formerly
with the International
Criminal Court, said
investigators were told by local
people that police were bribed
to overlook the trade.
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Trump supporters more Families of 9/11 victims look to sue
likely than others to say Saudi Arabia through ‘unproven theory’
By Brian Bennett
too many immigrants
Tribune Washington Bureau

By David Lauter

Tribune Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Donald Trump’s supporters are more likely than
other Americans to say the U.S. admits too many immigrants legally
and that those who receive visas take jobs away from Americans and
increase crime.
The figures from the USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times “Daybreak”
tracking poll of the election provide additional insight into how
opposition to immigration in general not just the illegal variety has
helped fuel the political movement backing Trump.
Told that the U.S. gives immigration visas to about 1 million people
each year, slightly more than half of Americans in the poll said that
the number is either “about the right” amount or is too small.
Hillary Clinton leads Trump as the preferred presidential candidate
among those who gave either of those responses.
Trump, by contrast, got the support of six in 10 who said that the
current level of legal immigration is too high. Those holding that view
make up the largest share of Trump’s backers.
Although combating illegal immigration has been a major focus
of Trump’s campaign, he has also embraced plans to significantly cut
back on legal immigration.
In a speech on immigration policy he gave in August in which
he described his plans in some detail, Trump endorsed a proposal
to cut back on all forms of immigration until the share of the U.S.
population that is foreign-born returns to its “historic norms.”
Achieving that goal would require a drastic reduction in legal
immigration for decades.
That position squares with the views of Trump’s supporters, who
were also much more likely than those backing Clinton to say that
legal immigration has had a negative effect on the country.
Presented with several statements about “people who are granted
immigration visas to come to the U.S. to work and live,” about one in
five said that those immigrants “harm the American way of life.”
Roughly three in 10 said that legal immigrants “come to the U.S.
because they want a handout” or “increase crime in American cities.”
Four in 10 said that immigrants “take jobs away from Americans.”
Trump led Clinton by between 2-to-1 and 3-to-1 among the groups
holding each of those positions. By contrast, Clinton led among each
of the groups that chose positive depictions of immigrants: that they
come to the U.S. to work, that they provide welcome variety to U.S.
life, that they strengthen the economy and that they revitalize U.S.
cities.
The Daybreak poll asks a series of questions to a panel of 3,000
American adults each week. Questions regarding which candidate
respondents intend to support are asked each week. Additional
questions on issues are rotated into the poll periodically. The
immigration questions were asked starting in mid-September.

WASHINGTON — With Congress
opening the way for the families of 9/11
victims to sue Saudi Arabia, victims’
families are focusing on an unproven
theory that a Saudi consular official in
Los Angeles and a Saudi intelligence
operative in San Diego directly assisted
two of the 19 hijackers.
The alleged Southern California
connection is the key to showing
that Saudi Arabia financed Muslim
extremists who played a direct role
in supporting some of the hijackers,
according to lawyers for the families.
The families contend that lowerlevel Saudi operatives in Southern
California helped find housing for
the two hijackers, both Saudi citizens,
months before they muscled their way
into the cockpit of an American Airlines
passenger jet that smashed into the
north side of the Pentagon.
If a pending lawsuit is allowed to
proceed, the families hope to find the
evidence in thousands of classified
FBI, CIA and Treasury Department
documents that could be made public in
federal court.
Saudi Arabia has repeatedly denied
any direct or indirect support for
al-Qaida, the terrorist group that
carried out the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks,
or any foreknowledge or involvement
in the attacks that killed nearly 3,000
people in New York, Washington and
Pennsylvania.
FBI and CIA reviews concluded that
no senior Saudi officials were aware of
the plot. The 9/11 Commission found
“no evidence that the Saudi government
as an institution or senior Saudi officials
individually” funded al-Qaida but left
open the possibility that lower-ranking
officials may have played a role.
California is “an important part
of the story,” said former Sen. Bob
Graham, D–Fla., who chaired the Senate
Intelligence Committee and helped
lead a 2002 congressional inquiry into
the attacks. Graham has supported the
families’ lawsuit.

“I hope that during the course of the
case we will learn much more about the
Saudi role,” he said.
Graham said he wants to find out
how far the 9/11 Commission went
to chase down speculation and leads
from FBI investigators about alleged
assistance from Saudi officials to the two
hijackers in California.
The issue was revived after Congress
passed a bill that allows the victims’
families to sue Saudi Arabia for damages
if it played any role in the plot. Fifteen of
the 19 hijackers were Saudi citizens.
Wednesday, Congress voted
overwhelmingly to override a veto by
President Barack Obama despite his
warning that the law could put U.S.
military and intelligence officials at risk
overseas. Officials worry that Americans
could be dragged into foreign courts to
answer for U.S. drone strikes and other
US operations.
The California connection involves
Nawaf Hazmi and Khalid Mihdhar,
two al-Qaida veterans of conflicts in
Bosnia and Afghanistan. They flew into
Los Angeles International Airport as
students in January 2000 and prayed at
a Culver City mosque built by the Saudi
royal family and frequented by a Saudi
consular official.
They later moved to San Diego where
they tried to improve their English and
took flying lessons at the Sorbi Flying
Club.
Their move to San Diego later
drew the interest of FBI agents
searching for any evidence of Saudi
support for the attacks, according to
the 9/11 Commission report and to
recently declassified material from the
congressional inquiry.
While eating at a halal restaurant in
Culver City, the two men’s Gulf Arabic
drew the attention of a Saudi named
Omar Bayoumi, who had a no-show job
with a Saudi defense contractor in San
Diego, investigators found.
Bayoumi offered to let the newcomers
stay in his apartment in San Diego for a
few days and later helped them pay the
deposit for an apartment.
The FBI suspected that Bayoumi,

whom bureau informants considered a
Saudi intelligence operative, was sent to
meet the two by a Saudi consular official
named Fahad Thumairy, who also led
prayers at the Saudi-funded mosque.
When retracing Bayoumi’s steps,
FBI agents found that he had visited
the Saudi consulate in Los Angeles and
saw Thumairy on the same day he met
Hazmi and Mihdhar.
Whether those meetings were
coincidence or a link that proves official
Saudi complicity in the plot is key to the
families’ claims against the kingdom.
“No one ever said Bayoumi or
Thumairy were senior government
officials, but a government is responsible
for lower level officials who cause death
or injury to people under the cause of
their employ,” said Jack Quinn, one of
the lawyers for more than 2,000 9/11
families.
Despite the circumstantial evidence,
FBI investigators concluded that Saudi
officials were not aware of a terrorist plot
or the two men’s ties to al-Qaida. The
CIA had tracked the pair overseas but
didn’t alert the FBI when they flew to
Los Angeles.
Eric Lewis, a lawyer for two Saudi
charities that are also defendants in
the lawsuit, said allegations that Saudi
authorities supported al-Qaida and the
2001 attacks “strikes me as ridiculous”
since the terrorist group founded by
Osama bin Laden previously had
targeted the kingdom.
Either way, resolution of the lawsuit
isn’t expected any time soon.
The case is before the 2nd U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in New
York. But passage of the new law,
called the Justice Against Sponsors of
Terrorism Act, could send it back to the
Southern District of New York in lower
Manhattan, where the lawyers may
end up battling for years over release of
classified material.
If the lawsuit prevails, U.S. courts
could order the seizure of Saudi assets
in the United States to pay the families.
Saudi officials have warned they might
need to sell off hundreds of billions of
dollars in U.S. holdings in response.

