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Restructuring the DNA

Walker talks the future of Edinboro and more in town hall meeting for community members

Edinboro University President H. Fred Walker presented the working group findings on Feb. 16.

By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

“Our job is to crumble or to rise up and meet
the occasion, and we’re going to rise up and
meet the occasion and bring on new degree
programs and we’re going to fill the voids.
That’s not going to be an overnight process.
We didn’t get here overnight, and we’re not
getting out of this thing overnight,” Edinboro
University President H. Fred Walker said to a
group of about 250 students, faculty, staff and
community members on Feb. 16.
At this meeting, Walker presented the
findings of three working groups in the areas

of academics, enrollment and finances at
Edinboro University. The groups have been
interpreting and evaluating the data from
the university since December, assessing the
various aspects of the university.
Walker emphasized this hour long meeting
was solely to report the findings of the working
groups, rather than analyze the data.
“Some of the data that you see is to be
expected, some of the data that you’re going to
see is probably going to be a surprise, and so
it’s not going to serve this group well if we start
having a series of questions as initial reactions
before we have time to let things sink in,”
Walker stated.
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This fact-finding was the first phase of a
three-phase process, according to Walker.
The data found during the first phase will
be sent to an outside company to perform
an external validation. After, there will be
an analysis of the university’s strengths,
challenges, opportunities and threats (S.C.O.T.
analysis). The results of the external validation
and S.C.O.T. analysis will be presented at a
Town Hall meeting on March 22.
Academics
First, Walker went over the data per
academic department. The majors that have
had the highest enrollment rates for bachelor’s
degrees over the last five years are criminal

justice (1561 students), early childhood
education and special education (1225
students), applied media arts-cinema (1206
students), human performance (644 students),
and communication studies (587 students).
Some of the bachelor’s degree programs with
the lowest enrollment include secondary
physics education (10 students), chemistry (11
students) and theatre arts (14 students); the
highest enrolled postgraduate degrees include
social work (1327 students), educational
leadership (508 students), and middle/
secondary instruction (482 students).
Walker also discussed the enrollment
changes and graduates in each of the degree
programs in the past five years. For enrollment
changes, the working groups compared the
enrollment numbers from 2013 and 2016,
noting the percent change in each degree
program.
Among the highest increased degree
programs were: a bachelor’s degree chemistrybiochemistry program (2,000 percent), a
master’s degree early childhood education
program (650 percent), an associate’s degree
human services-social services program (311
percent), and a master’s degree social work
program (102 percent).
Among the lowest were a bachelor’s degree
art history program (-93 percent), a bachelor’s
degree mathematics-actuarial science program
(-93 percent), a bachelor’s graphic design
program (-81 percent), and a bachelor’s
secondary mathematics education program
(-73 percent).
Walker next spoke about how many people
graduated from the various degree programs
within the last five years. The bachelor’s degree
programs with the highest number of students
graduated includes fine arts-applied media
arts (416 students), business administration
(415 students), criminal justice (332 students),
individualized studies (318 students), and

See Working Groups, A3

Last Friday kicked off the first night of Edinboro’s
Got Talent, Edinboro University’s competition
showcasing the many talents of the student body.
Performers included singers, dancers,
comedians and magicians. The competition will
continue on Feb. 24, March 3 and April 14, from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Pogue Multipurpose Room,
and on March 31 and April 7, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
in the Louis C. Cole Auditorium.
To view the first night of the competition,
scan the QR code below.

Edinboro’s Got Talent will run for a total of six nights, going from February to April.
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Suspect charged in Rose Hall thefts
The Spectator

Caitlin Smolnik, 19, has been charged in
connection with multiple Rose Hall thefts
this semester. According to a police report,
Smolnik was charged with four counts of
burglary, four counts of theft by unlawful
taking, four counts of receiving stolen
property and one count of access device fraud.
According to an email sent out by the

university, the accused is no longer present on
campus.
The email also states: “If you have
information regarding criminal incidents
on campus, please contact the Edinboro
University Police at (814) 732-2921.
Anonymous tips, including photos or video,
can be submitted using the iReport feature of
the EU Shield safety app. Call in anonymous
tips to (814) 732-1TIP (1847).”

Feb. 10 — At approximately 9:51 p.m., officers responded to the report of the odor of marijuana in
Highlands 4 in room 4308. An investigation reportedly determined that an occupant of the room, Ryan
Easler, 18, possessed both marijuana and drug paraphernalia. Easler was charged with both crimes.
Karina Nieratko, 19, was found to be in possession of alcohol and was charged with underage drinking.
Occupants of another bedroom in the suite were found to be under the influence of alcohol as well.
Tanner Lutz, 19, and Jullian Swinton, 20, were each charged with underage drinking.
Feb. 11 — A Rose Hall resident reported that he recently had $75 taken from his wallet which was in
his room. Charges are pending further investigation.
Feb. 13 — Employees from the Pogue Student Center C-Store reported that unknown individual(s)
removed $19.60 from the cash drawer sometime between closing at 10 p.m. on Feb. 10 and opening at
noon on Feb. 11. The investigation is continuing.
Feb. 15 — A resident of Highlands 8 reported that an unknown individual attempted to make an
unauthorized purchase with his credit card. The credit card company, however, caught the attempt and
blocked it.

Borough town council attempts to fill
vacant borough manager position
By Nathan Hirth
Graphic: Shelby Kirk

Edinboro University will hold four FAFSA workshops to assist students.

FAFSA workshops assist
students with filing aid forms
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Throughout the months of February

number for students and parents; driver’s
license (if applicable); alien registration
number if not a U.S. citizen; federal tax

and March, Edinboro University will be

return for 2015 and W2 forms for students

holding workshops for students to help

and parents; records of any untaxed

them file their Free Application for Federal

income and information on savings,

Student Aid (FAFSA) and answer any

investments and business or farm.

questions they may have.
The workshops will be held on Feb. 18,

All workshops will be held in the
Butterfield Hall Computer Lab 104.

from 10 a.m. to noon; Feb. 23, from 2 p.m.

There is no registration necessary, but the

to 4 p.m.; March 4, from 10 a.m. to noon;

computers will be available on a first-

and March 8, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

come, first-served basis.

Students must bring: FSA for student
(and parent, if dependent); social security

Dakota Palmer can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.

Staff Writer

The council meeting for the Borough
of Edinboro started off on Feb. 13 with a
few absences. However, one of the absent
councilors, James Kiley, was not about to let
distance get in the way of his participation.
“It’s good to be here,” he said out of the
speaker phone, followed by a laugh slightly
distorted by static.
The meeting was brought to order at 6:33
p.m. by Mayor Mary Ann Horne, but soon
entered executive session, which is closed
off from the public, to discuss personnel
matters. The normal meeting resumed upon
the return of the council members.
During public participation, members of
the public raised a few questions regarding
the selection of a candidate to fill the
position of borough manager, which has
been vacant since the retirement of Taras
Jemetz last November. However, due to the
absence of Brenda Cannel, the personnel
committee chairperson, they were unable to
come to a resolute answer.
“The process is still very active and
ongoing, so there have been no decisions
made,” said Aaron Gast, a member of the
personnel committee.
The next order of business was the
announcement of Barb Baron’s resignation
from the Zoning Hearing Board. A motion
was then made and passed to promote R.
Joseph Bufalino from an alternate on that
board to a member, filling the vacancy.
During the manager’s report, given
by Interim Borough Manager Jason
Spangenberg, he announced that the work
for the Shelhamer Drive sewage lift station

upgrade is nearly completed. The council is
also anticipating that the docks on Edinboro
Lake will need either to be replaced or
significantly repaired in the near future, and
the options for that are being examined.
There is a meeting planned for June to
discuss the future of the docks with dock
users.
It was also announced that the annual
audit for the borough was completed during
the week of Jan. 30. The process took around
three weeks, and the result was a clean audit.
The council also made three important
actions regarding emergency management
for the borough. The first was to “enter
into an intergovernmental cooperation
agreement with West Erie County Emergency
Management Agency (WECEMA) Council
of Governments,” explained Solicitor Tim
Wachter.
The second was to send a recommendation
to the governor that Andrew Jarvi be
appointed as emergency management
coordinator for the borough. The
third was to approve the signing of an
intergovernmental cooperation agreement,
which enters the Borough of Edinboro into
a joint emergency operations plan with
WECEMA.
Shortly after the approval of the actions,
the council concluded the meeting. For
members of the community who are
interested in attending the borough council
meetings, they are held on the second
Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Edinboro
Municipal Building. The next meeting is
March 13.
Nathan Hirth can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Master’s of Social Work program ranked
in the Top 10 national MSW programs
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Edinboro University’s
Master of Social Work
program was rated in the top
10 national 2017 Top Online
MSW Programs list. This
rating was made based on
positive feedback from both
students and graduates of the
program.
Head of the MSW
program, Dr. Elaine
Rinfrette, said the program
is successful because the
faculty fulfills student
needs, as well as a relevant
social work curriculum.
Additionally, students are
able to constantly access the
program since it is online,
making it easily accessible
and useful.
In a recent news release

published by Edinboro
University, Dr. Erinn Lake,
acting dean of graduate
studies, said, “This
outstanding ranking is
indicative of high student
satisfaction with the MSW
program and Edinboro
University.”
She continued, “We
attribute that achievement to
the quality of the students in
the program, the outstanding
curriculum as developed by
our highly talented MSW
faculty, and the ongoing
collaboration between our
graduate faculty and EU
leadership.”
The award was announced
by SR Education Group,
which showcases the
highest-ranked schools with
master’s degree programs in

social work. SR Education
Group was formed in
2004 and ranks graduate
programs, only based on
student reviews.
SR Education Group’s
ratings are dependent on
student reviews. In order
for a school’s program to be
recognized as a 2017 Top
Online Program university,
more than five students
from the specific major must
submit online feedback on
the school.
Rinfrette said, “It makes
you feel like the work you
did is worthwhile.”
Dakota Palmer can
be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.
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Working Groups
From A1
health and physical education (316 students).
The master’s degree programs with the highest
rates include social work (340 students),
educational leadership (315 students), and
reading (551 students).
Walker went over the college/school/
academic department net revenue ratios for
the past three academic years. The overall
average for the 2013-14 school year was 110
percent, the 2014-15 school year was 114
percent, and the 2015-16 school year was
125 percent; this meant that in each of the
years overall revenue was higher than costs.
However, for departments such as the art,
journalism, music, biology and health services
and chemistry, this was not the case as they
each had percentages less than 100.
“I really need to emphasize one thing
about this data: these are direct instructional
costs, these are not the costs of running the
university. When you look at any individual
department and it says that we are producing
125 percent of our net revenue, that means
that the direct expenses for the faculty in that
department are covered at that level.”
He continued, “But you do not have a
university with instructors alone, we have to
have an admissions office, we have to have a
bursar, (and) we have to have a library.”
The average faculty-to-student ratio at
Edinboro in 2014 was 18.84 percent, compared
to PASSHE’s 19.99 percent. Additionally,
Edinboro’s student-to-staff ratio in 2014 was
14.74 percent, compared to PASSHE’s 14.39
percent.
Walker mentioned that as of April 2016,
PASSHE was reviewing 140 degree proposals
from the 14 state system schools, with only
two of the proposals being from Edinboro.
One proposed degree is an M.B.A business
administration and the other is a master’s
degree in industrial organizational psychology.
“We clearly need to get up and get moving
with new degree proposals, but we’ve got to do
so in a controlled manner that gives us some
cohesion about the inventory,” said Walker.
In 2011, the four-year graduation rate for
PASSHE and Edinboro was 38.7 percent and
26.8 percent. In 2009, the six-year graduation
rate for 2009 was 59.9 percent (PASSHE) and
49.3 percent (Edinboro).
He said: “We are statistically significantly
below performance indicators from PASSHE.
We are. We are going to have to address this.”
“We have to take a look systemically at what

2. “A new fleet of
Roombas”

Section A n Page 3

we’re doing to make sure our students that we
bring on this campus have the experience that
allows them to stay here and complete their
programs,”
Walker continued: “This should be alarming
to everyone. It is to me. This has got to
change.”
Walker said that attrition among PASSHE,
and especially Edinboro, has created a
significant problem with the university’s net
operating budget. In 2014, it was the second
year PASSHE attrition rate was 21.9 percent, as
compared to Edinboro’s 30.2 percent.
The fourth-year attrition rate for PASSHE
in 2012 was 34 percent, compared to
Edinboro’s 42.7 percent. According to Walker’s
presentation, the attrition of 100 Edinboro
students impacts the university’s net operating
budget by an estimated $1 million to $2.6
million.
“You just cannot make the case that we don’t
have some improvements to make,” Walker
said.
Enrollment
Over the last five years, enrollment at
Edinboro has decreased by 28.1 percent, and
high school graduation rates in Pennsylvania
have decreased by 5.85 percent. Between
fall 2012 and fall 2016, Edinboro enrollment
decreased 17.2 percent. Over the last five years,
the university’s acceptance rate has increased
nearly 20 percent.
“About 16 percent of our enrollment loss
over the last five years are from students voting
with tuition dollars to go to another university
within the state. Why is that?” Walker asked.
He continued: “We’re not an open
enrollment institution, but we’re not far
from it. Those numbers have downstream
effects. As our enrollments have decreased,
the admissions funnel has opened to admit
more students, so that we can maintain our
operating revenues and make payroll. We have
taken into this university a large number of
students who are struggling academically and
leave the university because it’s not a good fit.”
According to Walker, over the next decade,
the high school catchment area is projected to
decrease in the top five counties where most
students come from.

By increasing admissions standards, the
working groups predict there would be a
yearly decrease of anywhere from 96 and 179
students in freshmen enrollment, in the event
the university used the 1050 and 1140 matrix
scores for admission decisions. Because of
that change, the six-year graduation rate is
predicted to increase from 47.8 percent to
between 49.1 and 49.9 percent.
Walker then discussed loan debt per student
post-graduation. Eighty-seven percent of
Edinboro students in 2014 had loan debt, and
the average debt level is $32,587. Of the 2014
and 2015 school years, 53.4 percent of students
received Pell grants; 94 percent of Edinboro
students receive some sort of financial aid.
According to a calculation of tuition, room
and board, fees, books and supplies, the cost of
one academic year at Edinboro is $26,038.
Walker emphasized that when students
leave or transfer schools in their second years,
the estimated loss due to attrition is nearly $6
million. With attrition in the third year, the
cost is an estimated $10 million, and in the
fourth year it’s an estimated $13 million.
Approximately 36 percent of the student
body used campus resources such as the
career database; mock interviews with
interviewing skills development; internship
support; career and major exploration; resume
writing support; internship, field study and
practicum experiences; and job and career fair
participation.
Over the last five years, new and transfer
student enrollment has stayed steady, ranging
from about 2,000 to 2,200 new students per
year.
Finance
Edinboro’s annual revenue has fluctuated in
the last three years, going from approximately
$110 million in 2014 to $111 million in 2016.
However, the university’s annual expenses are
exceeding the revenue, leaving the university
with a deficit of about $9 million in 2016. The
projected deficit for June 2017, considering the
costs associated with collective bargaining, is
about $6.3 million.
Walker said: “We’re spending more money
than we’re bringing in every year. Act 188
requires by law that we have a balanced budget

We do have a path for moving forward. It is a framework,
though. It is not a recipe.

— President H. Fred Walker

every year, which we do have a balanced
budget every year. The only way we’re
balancing the budget is drawing down the
reserves.”
In 2013, the university used $7.3 million
from the reserves, and in 2016 it used $2.1
million to cover the deficit.
“The reserves have been drawn down to
the point now [where] there’s not money to
keep drawing down the reserves. So this is
stopping,” Walker stated.
More than half of Edinboro’s annual budget
goes toward faculty and staff salaries and
benefits. In fact, 35.4 percent goes toward
faculty and 29.5 goes toward staff. In addition
to that, nearly $36 million goes towards
non-personnel operating expenses for the
university.
The factors that mainly contributed to the
university’s deficit last year was not being
able to increase tuition income, a decrease in
enrollment, a variance of state support and
funding, personnel costs, athletics costing
greater than revenue, and reduction in
scholarship funds.
Over the last three years, the university has
received $13.3 million in gift revenue, which
has mainly gone towards annually restricted
funds, student financial aid and restricted
endowment funds.
“When people decide to give gifts to
the university, in almost every case those
gifts are tied, and that means somebody is
going to donate money for a scholarship or
building enhancement...Those resources
are not available for us to spend at will, and
that’s a hard thing for academic communities
sometimes to accept,” Walker said.
He continued: “Today is a major milestone.
Today is our first town hall meeting. At some
point, we’re going to have to sit down as a
community and we’re going to have to say
‘what are we going to do?’”
Walker concluded the meeting by saying
the university will be increasing its admissions
standards in the fall of 2017, and again in the
fall of 2018.
“We do have a path for moving forward.
It is a framework, though. It is not a recipe,”
Walker said.
He continued: “We are restructuring the
DNA of our university, I need this community
to be speaking with one voice. At the end of
the day, we need one voice to move us forward,
or we’re not going to be here.”
Dakota Palmer can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Edinboro University Interfaith Council sponsors mission work discussion
By Macala Leigey

Managing Editor | News
Edinboro University’s Interfaith Council
sponsored a student-led discussion on “The
Great Debate on Mission Work” Tuesday in
the Frank G. Pogue Student Center.
Edinboro sophomore Caitlin McCarthy
led the discussion, sharing her missionary
experience and the criticism that often comes
with fulfilling missionary work.
“It’s hard to explain it (missionary work)
to people that don’t agree because the reasons
we do it are because of our beliefs. There are
a lot of difficulties with it, but the benefits
that have come both for me and those I have
reached are far greater than any difficulty I
faced,” said McCarthy.
She continued: “There are 1.2 billion
people in the world today that live on less
than a dollar a day, while there are 40 million
children worldwide that don’t have adequate
shelter. They are all incredibly important,
but I believe the most important reason for
mission work is that there are 3 billion people
today that do not know about Jesus.”
McCarthy also explained that a common
issue in the mission field is proselytizing.
“Proselytizing refers to the act of
attempting to convert people of another
religion. Missionaries shouldn’t be forcing
Christianity on to those they serve, instead
they should be helping them and in the
process teaching them about God’s love.”
She continued, “Teaching the Gospel

is completely different than proselytizing,
because it involves teaching beliefs with
respect for the person they are teaching it to.”
Edinboro English and philosophy professor
and interfaith co-founder Dr. Stephen
Sullivan organized the event because he
wanted to sponsor more student involved
interfaith council events.
“The topic — the interfaith council,
religion, different faiths — mission work of
course involves different faiths interacting, so
I thought it would be a good idea.”
He continued: “I chose Caitlin because she
was such a terrific student, and she wrote a
paper about this (mission work) in English
102 and I thought I want to sponsor students,
especially for the interfaith council. She did a
good job.”
Sullivan also shared that, from these
Interfaith Council events, he wants students
to gain “a better understanding of these issues
in religion and a better understanding of the
diversity of perspectives in religion.”
McCarthy shared that she plans to continue
her work in the mission field.
“I do plan to continue (mission work). I’m
going back to Nicaragua in about two weeks,
and next year I plan on going to Nepal for a
month. If all goes well I plan on giving a year
in Nepal.”
“My goal is to share the love of God. You
can’t expect people to learn the love of God
by not loving.”
Macala Leigey can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Metals Club denied funds from
Student Government Association
By Jenna Giordano
Staff Writer

The Metals Club of Edinboro University
requested funding this week from Edinboro’s
Student Government Association (SGA) for their
biannual SNAG (Society of North American
Goldsmiths) Conference.
This year, the conference is in New Orleans,
and the club looked to stay four nights. The
opportunity is for metalsmiths. Those who
attend would be a part of artist talks and lectures,
networking with artists, exhibitions, and would
have opportunities to sell art pieces, take in “Q
& As” with artists, as well as portfolio reviews.
Last year, the club traveled to Asheville, North
Carolina.
The budget included flights, hotels and
registration. The Metals Club requested a total
amount of $11,429.28 for their trip. They have

also been participating in various fundraising
methods such as bake sales and jewelry sales.
SGA denied the funding for the metals club
because they were unable to answer whether
or not busing would be a cheaper option. The
club was also unsure as to how many attendees
would be grad students since the trip is after
this semester; SGA is unable to fund graduate
students.
SGA has also made recent revisions on how
much they can fund to organizations and clubs,
and they believe the changes are more reasonable.
In other business, SGA recently made some
changes to the interview questions for incoming
SGA applicants, adding some new questions and
getting rid of those which seemed repetitive. They
wanted the questions to focus on character and
what they can do as leaders.
Jenna Giordano can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.
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Edinboro University sophomore Caitlin McCarthy gave a lecture on mission work.
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Artwork by Veterans on
display in Bruce Gallery 		 			
Photos by Madi Gross

“What you are seeing is a visual response to things
that lay inside some people’s heads…men and
women who have put forth efforts to help their
country and have had to deal with the residual
effects of what they were asked to do.”

— Justus Cotterill, Bruce Gallery Director

“We owe these people for not only their service, but for
the willingness to share their creations with us. We may
never experience what they had to see and feel, but through
this art we can start to understand it.” — Cotterill
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‘Captain Fantastic’ leaves a huge impression
By Gabriel Hypes

Assistant Arts Editor
Dressed in black paint, crouched in the
woods (not making a sound) and ready to
attack your prey is how “Captain Fantastic”
starts out, capped off with the slaughter of a
deer by a young man using just a knife. Out
from the woods emerges a group of children
also all covered in black, which creates the
impression of cannibals. The group is huddled
around the young man, who is then joined by
a father who proclaims he has now become
a man, smearing blood over his face and
making him eat the heart of the deer. It was
at this point, I wondered what I had gotten
myself into.
I felt the need to include the opening
scene of “Captain Fantastic” because of the
uniqueness of it. Coming in, I knew absolutely
nothing about the film, but those first three
minutes told me everything I needed to know;
it was going to be a weird one.
“Captain Fantastic” tells a tale of a loving
family, run by Ben (Viggo Mortensen),
who runs his six childrens’ lives like a boot
camp. Living in the wilderness of the Pacific
Northwest, he teaches, trains and feeds his
kids on homegrown food, all while having
very little contact with the outside world. That
is until his wife, Leslie, becomes very sick,
having to go to treatment near her hometown
and ends up passing away, leading the family
to travel to her funeral in New Mexico.
The trip to New Mexico is a majority of the
film. Overall, it is very comparable to the film

“Little Miss Sunshine.” The two films draw a
lot of parallels, such as a dead relative, a weird
family and the disapproval of the outside
world. “Captain Fantastic” feels like watching
“Little Miss Sunshine” without as much
comedic relief and the overall weirdness being
a thousand times worse.
The thing that I could not make a decision
on was Ben. He seemed like a loving father

to his six children, but their quality of life
was just horrible. The kids loved him because
they did not know any better. Their life in the
woods was their life; they have never known
anything more. “Captain Fantastic” is not
about a misguided authority figure in Ben,
it’s about a crazed cult leader who abuses his
children.
Ben has raised his family as a cult that hates

Weirdness and quirkiness lead the way in ‘Captain Fantastic’ starring Viggo Mortensen.

the fascist establishment, which is anyone
that is outside of their family. They spew off
ignorance that they believe, which makes all of
them feel better than everyone else.
It is so hard to watch when all the kids
thrive in book smarts, but lack any sort of
social skill that would help them in the real
world. As the film went on, I felt the abuse
in the kids. Ben would never hit them, but
the physical toll he placed on his kids was
heartbreaking.
Where do I even start with the strangeness
of the movie? From celebrating a Noam
Chomsky Day as Christmas, or going to their
mother’s funeral wearing weird suites and
even a gas mask, this movie is just weird. The
fun and quirkiness of the kids is displayed in
their lack of caring about what anyone thinks
of them.
After watching the film, I honestly did not
know what I felt. I was so confused I waited a
few hours and then sat through it again. It is
not a perfect movie, but it isn't a bad movie.
It has a lot of holes, but also makes a lot of
interesting points. It has left a huge impression
on me so I’m taking that as a good thing. The
movie made me physically sick with how the
kids were raised. They were a loving family,
but only because they didn't know any better.
It provoked feeling, though, and mixing
in the weirdness and uniqueness of “Captain
Fantastic,” it ends up being a movie that I can
go back to and enjoy.
Gabriel Hypes can be reached at
ae.spectator@gmail.com.

Manchester by the Sea
Ryan Murphy says ‘American Horror
Story’ will pull from the 2016 election
By Yvonne Villarreal
Los Angeles Times

It's the news that some might think makes
perfect sense: "American Horror Story" will
tackle the 2016 presidential election.
During an appearance on Bravo's "Watch
What Happens Live!" Wednesday night, "AHS"
co-creator Ryan Murphy revealed that the next
season of the popular FX horror anthology
series would draw inspiration from the recent
election that saw Donald Trump edge out former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.
"The season ... is going to be about the election
we just went through," Murphy said. "I think that
will be interesting for a lot of people."
When host Andy Cohen asked whether there
would be a character based on now-President
Donald Trump in the series, Murphy replied:
"Maybe."
In January, "American Horror Story" was
renewed for two more seasons. The sixth season
of the anthology series, "Roanoke," wrapped its
run in November.
The seventh cycle, which begins shooting in
June, does not yet have a title, Murphy said.

Murphy also discussed casting for the season
of "American Crime Story," which will delve
into the Bill Clinton-Monica Lewinsky scandal,
based on a book by Jeffrey Toobin (who wrote
the source material for "People v. O.J. Simpson”).
Murphy said he doesn't know whom he would
cast as Hillary Clinton and that an unknown
might be the way to go in casting the role of
Lewinsky. But Murphy did reveal he's discussed
with his Emmy-winning muse Sarah Paulson
about the possibility of her playing Lewinsky
confidant Linda Tripp.
"We'll see if she would agree to do that," he
said.
As previously announced, seasons 2 and 3
of "American Crime Story" will be focused,
respectively, on the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina and the 1997 murder of fashion designer
Gianni Versace. The Clinton-Lewinsky scandal
would be explored in the fourth installment.
"I think our take on it is interesting. I don't
even think the Clintons need to be a huge part
of that story. It's about the birth of a specific
movement in our country. That's what we're
interested in We're working on the scripts now."

“Manchester by the Sea” focuses on Lee Chandler, a man who is alone in the world working
as a handyman in Boston. One day, he finds out his brother has passed, leaving him with his
16-year-old nephew. Losing a brother and now having to raise a teenager, Chandler has to
deal with tragedy after tragedy.

CAST: Michelle Williams (Randi), Casey Affleck (Lee Chandler), Kyle Chandler (Joe
Chandler) and Lucas Hedges (Patrick).

OTHER NOMINATIONS: Actor in a Leading Role (Casey Affleck), Actor in a
Supporting Role (Lucas Hedges), Actress in a Supporting Role (Michelle Williams), Directing
and Writing (Original Screenplay).

Lion
“Lion” tells the story of a boy getting lost thousands of miles from his home. On the brink
of being homeless, he is adopted by a young Australian couple. Twenty-five years later, he is
determined to find his first home in search of his lost family.

CAST: Dev Patel (Saroo Brierley), Nicole Kidman (Sue Brierley), Rooney Mara (Lucy) and
David Wenham (John Brierley).

OTHER NOMINATIONS: Actor in a Supporting Role (Dev Patel), Actress in a
Supporting Role (Nicole Kidman), Cinematography, Music (Original Score) and Writing
(Adapted Screenplay).

‘Lego Batman Movie’ tops ‘Fifty Shades Darker’

By Ryan Faughnder
Los Angeles Times

Goofy superhero kids’ toys beat kinky
whips and bondage at movie theaters
this weekend as “The Lego Batman
Movie” topped “Fifty Shades Darker”
for the No. 1 spot at the domestic box
office.
Warner Bros.’ new “Lego Movie”
spinoff grossed $55.6 million in the
U.S. and Canada from Friday through
Sunday, according to studio estimates,
proving the unexpected success of the
2014 original comedy was not a fluke.
The opening result for “Lego
Batman,” a send-up of the DC Comics
character, was slightly lower than the
$60 million to $65 million analysts
predicted last week. Yet it was still a
strong start for the movie that cost
an estimated $80 million to make,
considerably less expensive than the
typical animated feature.
In international markets, “Lego
Batman” made an estimated $37 million

over the weekend.
Reviews for “The Lego Batman
Movie,” featuring the voice of Will
Arnett as the growling billionaire
vigilante, have been overwhelmingly
positive, which bodes well for the
movie’s prospects in the coming weeks,
not to mention future Lego cartoons
from the studio.
Universal Pictures’ “Fifty Shades of
Grey” sequel, meanwhile, settled for
second place with an estimated $46.8
million in ticket sales in the U.S. and
Canada through Sunday, a solid result
for the movie that cost less than $60
million to make.
The debut was considerably lower
than the stellar opening for the original,
which was released during a four-day
weekend when the E.L. James erotic
novel series was at the height of its
popularity. The opening for the first
film topped $93 million over a long
weekend that coincided with Valentine’s
Day and Presidents Day. The follow-up
also cost more to produce.
Yet Nick Carpou, Universal Pictures’
domestic distribution president, said
the picture should continue to play well
during the Valentine’s Day week and the
upcoming four-day weekend, especially
among females who made up 70 percent
of the audience for “Fifty Shades

Darker.” The movie also proved popular
abroad, bringing in $100 million from
countries outside the U.S. and Canada.
“We have a good chance of
continuing to be very relevant next
weekend,” Carpou said. “This is a win
for the franchise.”
The first “John Wick,” introducing
Keanu Reeves as a highly effective
former hit man who comes out of
retirement in a revenge-fueled killing
spree, was a modest performer at
theaters but became a cult favorite on
home video among young men and
video gamers.
The three new wide releases provided
a much-desired boost to the movie
industry during the weekend before
Valentine’s Day, coming after a dismal
Super Bowl weekend that delivered a
pair of disappointments in “Rings” and
“The Space Between Us.”
Strong holdovers also gave theater
owners reason to be happy. M. Night
Shyamalan’s “Split,” the hit thriller from
Universal Pictures and Blumhouse
Productions, finally yielded the No. 1
perch after three weeks at the top, and
fell to fourth place. The film, starring
James McAvoy as a villain with multiple
personalities, added $9.3 million to its
take, bringing its total domestic gross to
$112 million.
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Acceptance returns with first album in over a decade Glowbug mesmerizes with ‘Fantasma Del Tropico’
By Britton Rozzelle
Executive Editor

Photo: Jake Gravbrot

Acceptance is (left to right): Kaylan Cloyd, Christian McAlhaney, Ryan Zwiefelhofer,
Jason Vena and Garrett Lunceford. ‘Colliding By Design’ is out Feb. 24 on Rise Records.

By Kimberly Firestine
Arts Editor

Over the past decade, the alternative music
scene has grown and changed quite a bit. Bands
that were once considered life-long staples have
called it quits and the growing wave of new poppunk bands seems to be never-ending.
In August 2006, Acceptance guitarist Christian
McAlhaney announced the band’s break-up in
a statement, beginning, “Acceptance that you all
have known and loved is no more,” with no sense
of reunion in the future.
“I think morale had hit rock bottom at that
point and the end almost came as relief to the
majority of the band,” said McAlhaney in an
interview with The Spectator.
“Myself — and a few of the other members —
moved to California shortly after the breakup to
continue playing music. I definitely thought of
Acceptance in the past tense, probably right up
until we started discussing a reunion in 2015.”
While on a farewell tour for another project
— the now-defunct Anberlin — McAlhaney
received an offer to play the New Jersey festival
Skate and Surf in 2015, calling for a reunion of
Acceptance.
“Over the years, I had talked to some of the
Acceptance dudes about possibly reuniting for
a show, but it wasn’t a real possibility for me
until after Anberlin ended. I started an email
discussion trying to feel out if that was something
anyone would even be interested in doing,” said
McAlhaney.
“I would say there was some hesitation as
there was a lot of reconciliation that needed to
happen. You have to understand that some of
us hadn’t even talked in over a decade. I’d say it
was probably a month long process of emails and
phone calls before we decided to confirm Skate
and Surf festival. Things really escalated after
that.”
With the rising trend of 10-year anniversary
tours and album re-releases, Acceptance is set to
release their first new album since “Phantoms”

‘Colliding By Design’ is Acceptance’s first
album since ‘Phantoms,’ a 2005 release.
with “Colliding By Design” on Rise Records on
Feb. 24.
“It’s interesting for me because some people
would say that I’ve been a part of two of those
staple bands that have called it quits, so I have first
hand experience with the changing of the times
and its impact on artists,” said McAlhaney.
“I think what was unique when Acceptance
decided to get back together was that there really
was no objective other than satisfying what we
felt was an unexplainable increase in interest and
demand for the band in the subsequent years after
our breakup.”
He continued, “This has never been about
money. In fact, we took all the profits from the
concerts we were playing and initially self-funded
recording ‘Colliding By Design.’ Our ultimate
goal, from the onset, was to give back to those
people who supported us while we were a band
and those who kept supporting us in the years
after our breakup. This has also enabled us to
rediscover a passion for writing and playing that I
feel was tainted in the years prior to our breakup.
Success to us is measured in our fans’ happiness,
whether it is in the concerts we play or the music
we create.”
“Colliding By Design” is far from a “Phantoms”
sequel, and shows how each member has grown
musically over the past decade. The album serves
as a fresh start for everyone, fans included.
“I think we all would hope that the listeners of
this album would hear genuineness in what we
have created. The impact that ‘Phantoms’ seems
to have had was not lost on us, but we didn’t set
out to recreate that, resting on laurels and put out
‘Phantoms 2.0.’ Our goal was to create something
new that resonated with people the same way that
‘Phantoms’ had,” explained McAlhaney.
“I know, for me personally, that this has been

the hardest recording process that I have ever
been a part of. Proximity played a role — I live in
Florida, the rest of the band lives in Seattle, and
our Producer, Aaron Sprinkle, lives in Nashville.”
McAlhaney noted that while trying to figure
out what they wanted the new album to sound
like was difficult and time consuming, working
around everyone’s already busy schedules was
another obstacle the band had to work around.
“We’re all older now, most married, some with
kids, and all with careers,” he said. “This whole
reunification has been a process of navigating
all these different factors to hopefully create
something greater than ourselves that will still be
relevant to people years from now.”
After Skate and Surf, Acceptance played a
couple of shows in Texas, hopped on as an opener
at one of Taking Back Sunday’s holiday shows in
New Jersey this past December and will be going
on a short venture of album release shows in the
U.S. As for a full U.S. tour, McAlheney said, “we’re
trying our hardest to balance the lives that were
built in the years we were separated while also
now trying to be a band again. I will say that we’ll
always do the best we can, as much and as often
as we can.”
“Colliding By Design” is almost a completely
different sound and type of record from
“Phantoms.” With no specific influences,
according to McAlhaney, technological advances
helped with album production in ways that would
have been impossible when “Phantoms” was
made.
“We didn’t set out to reinvent the wheel. Our
goal has always been to write smart pop music,
and by pop I mean more [in] structure than I do
style. That being said, we definitely tried some
different things arrangement wise that we hadn’t
on ‘Phantoms,’” said McAlhaney.
“I used to record on an 8-track. I now basically
have a recording studio in my house. Anyone
with a computer either has or can download
a digital audio workstation and then the
possibilities are endless. Every member of this
band was now able to write using instrumentation
that just wasn’t available to us when we were
writing ‘Phantoms.’ This allowed us to be very
intentional with every aspect, every track of every
song. Another major difference is that most of the
entire album was written via email/Dropbox.”
McAlhaney further explained the two-year
process the band went through while writing
“Colliding By Design.”
“Someone would write a demo and send it
around. People would then give their input or
record their separate parts to the demo. We would
then either get together in Seattle or Nashville to
further complete the song, or the demo would
be sent directly to our producer, Aaron Sprinkle,
and he would complete it to his best ability or
assign people to record the parts that still needed
recording,” said McAlhaney.
“Our inability to just enter a studio for weeks
at a time — due simply to life circumstances —
forced us to operate this way, which inevitably
led to an almost 2-year writing/recording
process. In the end, I’m totally proud of what
we accomplished and blown away with what we
created.”
McAlhaney jokes the best part of creating
“Colliding By Design” was finishing the album.
“But honestly, for me, it’s been a blessing to
have these dudes back in my life and to be able to
create music again with some of the most talented
people that I know,” he said. His favorite track,
“73,” was one McAlhaney held onto following
the “post- ‘Phantoms’ writing process in which
Acceptance broke up.”
“I had been writing and re-writing that song
for years and decided to show it to the dudes
during one of our studio sessions in Seattle. We
all got in the live room together and just started
jamming. It really just came together. Fastforward six months and that song isn’t even in the
running for final album tracks,” said McAlhaney.
“Garrett and I had talked on a few occasions
about how much we loved the vibe of that song. I
decided to tweak a few things in the arrangement
and hounded Jason to try a rewrite. We all
bounced different ideas off of each other, Sprinkle
worked his magic and it slowly took its final form.
It’s a cool example to me of how sometimes it can
take years to turn a tiny concept into a complete
and coherent idea.”
Kimberly Firestine can be reached at musics.
spectator@gmail.com.

Since 2010, Daniel Anderson has been
working on a series of albums under the moniker
Glowbug, starting with vocal-less tracks that
covered that niche for smart electronic music.
Now, since the release of “Suit of Swords” (2012),
Glowbug has been covering a very specific area
of the music industry — emotionally written,
tropical-sounding songs about death and dying.
It works quite well.
“Fantasma Del Tropico” feels like a direct
continuation of Anderson’s last release,
“Headhunters,” a very high energy, almost
experimental electronic/rock fusion with jazz
influences, highlighting very upbeat samples and
tropical soundfonts that really help this project
stand out from contemporary electronic artists
of this era. This link is certainly not a bad thing,
as it seems the direction Anderson wants to take
with this project is much more clear — making
“Fantasma” an album full of surprises, guest
vocalists and distinctly positive vibes.
The record starts with “Brand New Bad News,”
a dreamy and eclectic electric introduction to this
world Anderson has crafted. His tenor vocals soar
over an appropriately positive backdrop of horns,
bass and drums, pushing the track into the upper
echelon of his compositions thus far and leading,
almost perfectly, into “Akrasia.” This cut features
Evan Konrad (also known as Bed of Stars),
and is an emotionally charged and strong track
that effectively highlights the guest vocalist. It’s
definitely one of the standouts on the album, and
one to especially take note of at the end of the day.
“Live from Hell,” featuring Eddie Hermida of
Suicide Silence, embodies Anderson’s previous
band, Idiot Pilot, and both lyrically and musically
feels like something that could have been a

highlight of their much asked about, but never
released, third album. Skirting a line between mid
2000s-era screamo and 80s-inspired nu-wave,
“Live from Hell” is an especially fun song —
something this album certainly doesn’t lack with
other tracks like “Young Bat” and “Cut You Up”
being especially good.
“Lord of the Flies” (my favorite song on the
album) and “All I Think About” (featuring
Lourdes Hernandez, a frequent collaborator), are
much more reserved, “Suit of Swords” style tracks,
embracing a more somber and sobering series
of beats and production techniques. They’re the
ones you play at the end of the party, the ones to
ride down a coastal highway to, and therein have
a great contrast with the other, more high energy
tracks on the album.
With, “Fantasma Del Tropico,” Anderson
proves he’s a master of blending wholly different
themes into an almost magical medley for
each song. There are parts that, when looked at
individually, may not work by themselves, but
when grouped together and masterfully placed
on the tracks, it creates something special — and
that’s exactly what this album is.
Standout songs: “Live From Hell,” “Lord of the
Flies” & “Doomsday.”
Britton Rozzelle can be reached at musics.
spectator@gmail.com.

Switchfoot, Relient K stop at Cleveland House of Blues
As part of the second leg of
their “Looking for America”
tour, Switchfoot and Relient
K performed to a packed
Cleveland House of Blues on
Feb. 16.

Right: Jon Foreman of
Switchfoot
Below, top: Matt Thiessen of
Relient K
Below, bottom: Foreman and
Drew Shirley of Switchfoot.

Photos: Macala Leigey
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ACROSS
1
"To __ the Truth"
5
"__ on a Hot Tin Roof "
8
Actor Scott
9
__ Ballard of the drama series "Numb3rs"
12
"Here __ Honey Boo Boo"
13
Prime-time soap opera about the Ewing family
14
Yoko and others
15
Curtis or Danza
16
Capture
18
Actor Cariou
19
Rather and Aykroyd
20
"How to Get __ with Murder"
21
__ Patrick Harris
23
Waitress at Mel's Diner
24
Sand castle destroyer
25
"How __ Your Mother"
26
"Let's __ Jessica to Death"; horror film
28
"Poor Little __ Girl"; Shirley Temple movie
29
"Drag Me to __"; film for Alison Lohman
30
"The __ Wife"
32
__ moment; instant of sudden realization
35
Long-haired ox
36
"__ and Out in Beverly Hills"
37
"__ City"
38
"__ Street"
40
"Mike & __"
41
Wear away
42
__ surgeon; tooth extractor
43
Jerusalem's nation: abbr.
44
Extra bedrooms, often
DOWN
1
Steak lover's choice
2
Actor on "Chicago Fire"
3
"Secrets and __"
4
"NCIS: __ Angeles"
5
James and Scott
6
Actress Sheedy
7
"'__ Death"; Brad Garrett sitcom
10
Series for Matt LeBlanc
11
Bartender on "The Love Boat"
12
Setting for "Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman": abbr.
13
Adams or Johnson
15
"A __of Two Cities"
17
"__ Bye Birdie"
19
Headfirst plunge into a pool
20
Guinness or Baldwin
22
"My Name Is __"
23
Surrounded by
25
"__ Man"; Robert Downey Jr. film
26
Bashful
27
Stop
30
Role for Jim Nabors
31
Have debts
33
"Beverly __, 90210"
34
"__ Given Sunday"; Al Pacino movie
36
"My Two __"
37
As __ as a boil
39
"__ Married an Axe Murderer"; Nancy Travis movie
40
"The __ Squad"

Answers to last week’s puzzle:
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6. “That anchor tattoo you
always wanted to get”
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BORO EVENTS
On Campus
FAFSA Workshop
Feb. 23 | 2 to 4 p.m.
Butterfield Hall

Raise Your Voice: Open Mic Night
Feb. 23 | 7 to 9 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

Laugh/Riot Presents:
“Deviant Behavior”
Feb. 23 | 7:30 p.m.
Deibold Center for the
Performing Arts

Edinboro’s Got Talent
Feb. 24 | 6 to 8 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

Soul Fest:
An Interactive Soul Food Dinner
Feb. 28 | 6 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

Women’s Basketball
vs. Clarion University
Feb. 25 | 1 to 4 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse

In The Community
JFK Black Trivia Night Competition
Feb. 24 | 6 to 9 p.m.
John F. Kennedy Center, Erie

Thomas Rhett, Ryan Hurd
& Kelsea Ballerini
Feb. 24 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena, Erie

Erie BayHawks vs. Fort Wayne
Feb. 25 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena, Erie

Running 4 Love 5K & 10K
Feb. 25 | noon to 9 p.m.
Meadville Library, Meadville

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
Fantastic Beasts

SHOWTIMES:

Feb. 22-26
Wednesday & Thursday: 8 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Sunday: 2 p.m.
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Edinboro wrestling hosts #3 Iowa, winning
three matches on the way to a 28-9 loss
By Michael
McLaughlin

Senior Sports Writer
Edinboro fell to #3 ranked
Iowa on Saturday evening, 289, in the NWCA dual series.
“We battled hard, but we just
need to get better,” Edinboro
head coach Tim Flynn said.
He went on to say his kids
have the right attitude for this
kind of schedule, though.
Edinboro went up against
#1 ranked Oklahoma State two
weeks prior to this match, and
Flynn felt because of his team’s
outlook, there is no better way
to prepare for the national
meet.
There were several ranked
matches and a few close calls
for a few unranked Edinboro
wrestlers.
At 125 pounds, #9 Sean
Russell faced #1 ranked
Thomas Gillman. Gillman
struck first with a twopoint takedown, but Russell
responded with an escape.
Gillman finished off the period
with another takedown, ending
the first period with a 4-1 lead.
Gillman opened the second
period with a one-point escape.
Russell was called for stalling to
give Gillman a 6-1 lead. Russell
was called for another stalling
penalty in the third to make it
7-1 in favor of Gillman.
Gillman got one more
takedown to make it 9-1
and with 1:35 in riding time
Gillman took the victory by a
score of 10-2. The victory gave
Iowa a 4-0 lead.
At 133 pounds, #18 Korbin
Meyers went up against
#4 Cory Clark. Clark got a
takedown to open up the
scoring. Clark started the
second period down and he got
an escape and then a takedown

to make the score 5-0 in his
favor.
With just under a minute
remaining in the third period,
Clark got another takedown
and Meyers responded with an
escape. Clark finished off the
scoring with another takedown
and had the advantage in
riding time, so he won with a
10-1 score. This put Iowa up
8-0.
In the 141 pound weight
class, Nate Hagan had his
hands full with #17 Topher
Carson. Carson won by fall
over Hagan in the first period
to put the Hawkeyes up 14-0.
At 149 pounds, #9 Patricio
Lugo upset #3 Brandon
Sorenson in the biggest
Edinboro victory of the match.
Lugo opened the scoring with
a two-point takedown, but
Sorenson was able to respond
with an escape to make it
2-1. Lugo got an additional
takedown to go up 4-1 in the
first.
“That’s probably my most
exciting win in college,”
Lugo said. “I was confident
throughout the whole match;
I knew what I had to do and I
knew what I had to stop him
from doing.”
Sorenson ended the first
with an escape. Lugo chose
to start down in the second
period and got the escape to
make his lead 5-1. Sorenson
started the third period down
and quickly got the escape to
make the score 5-2.
Sorenson was able to tie
it up and force a sudden
death overtime. Lugo got the

See Wrestling,
B3

Photos: Allison Duda/EU Sports Information (top right)

Edinboro lost a home match to third ranked Iowa, 28-9, as part of the NWCA dual series.

Naughty by nature
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Photo: Tribune News Service

Earvin ‘Magic’ Johnson attends a Dodgers game with wife
of the late great former Dodger Jackie Robinson.

Magic is handed the keys to
the Los Angeles Lakers roster
By Bill Plaschke

Los Angeles Times
The Lakers now belong to
Earvin Johnson, and there’s
nothing magic about it.
The smiling, charismatic
former star has been handed the
serious job of fixing this city’s
crown jewel sports franchise,
and it will require more than a
no-look pass or baby sky hook.
This is not some late-night
TV show that can be canceled.
This is not an interim coaching
position that ends after the
season. This is not partial
ownership of a baseball team
that doesn’t even require him to
have an office.
In being named the Lakers’
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Calipari isn’t coming to
coach the Pelicans and Chris
Paul isn’t leaving the Clippers
midseason to run this team.
Let’s enjoy exactly what we
have, two of the most talented
big men in NBA history,
sharing the court together.
Sure, there are some questions
whether they can coexist on
the court as there should be
but in the end, this is going to
be fun.
Only one thing stands
in the way, can Demarcus
Cousins pull it together. He
sits at 19 technicals for the
season which is a career high
and he’s never had less than
12 since he joined the league.
He has been disqualified four

times this year and ejected 11
times.
Let’s look at a case that
worked out, Rasheed Wallace,
a player that may have had
his moments of outburst but
once he made his way onto a
team he felt had a future, he
was able to put the chemistry
of the team ahead of his own
problems. For Cousins it may
be different, this represents
his opportunity to show that
it wasn’t his problems that
plagued the Kings for so
long, it was their inability to
surround him with a team
capable of having a winning
season in the league.
The main asset remaining

See Boogie, B3

president of basketball
operations Tuesday, Magic
Johnson has been given a real
job with real difficulties where
failure will have a real effect on
his legacy.
The greatest Laker ever must
save the worst Lakers ever.
“I’m putting it all on the line,”
Johnson acknowledged in an
interview with a handful of
reporters Tuesday afternoon. “I
knew that when I signed up for
it. I’m good. I’m good.”
If Johnson pulls this off, it will
cement his standing atop the list

See Magic, B3

Voices

Photo: Tribune News Service

Cousins and Davis join forces in New Orleans.
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Scout inclusion,
at a cost?
Writer talks Boy Scout,
Girl Scout inclusion
issues and what could
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Edinboro competitors pose with head coach Chris Rhodes at the PSAC Championships.

Photos: EU Sports Information

Women take seventh at PSAC Championships
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

West Chester left nothing
to chance this past weekend
after their dominating
performance over the rest of
the PSAC, sweeping both the
men’s and women’s swimming
championships. This marks
the 19th consecutive win
for the men and 11th for the
women. For Edinboro, victories
came throughout the meet,
although the most impressive
performances came from West
Chester’s own.
The “Most Outstanding
Female Swimmer” went to
freshman Georgia Wright,
who obviously didn’t wait
long to put her stamp on the
conference. Her performance
in the 1,650-yard swim would
be a new all-time PSAC record
by six seconds. She wouldn’t
stop there, winning six times
over the four day span. Three of
those victories came in the three
longest distances in the pool,

the 1,650, 1,000, and 500-yard
swims. Wright also made her
presence felt in the 200-yard
back and two relays, winning
again.
On the men’s side, two-time
PSAC swimmer of the year,
Victor Polyakov, of Russia, won
his second “Most Outstanding
Male Swimmer” award. Coming
out with one less victory then
Wright, Polyakov’s specialty
would waiver more towards
shorter distances like the 100
and 200-yard freestyle.
Day one would be a good one
for the Scots, taking third and
fifth in two individual events
and second in the 200-yard
medley relay, all of which would
be All-PSAC performances.
Ukrainian native Yana Miletska
was the first to make her mark,
placing second in the 200yard IM. The fifth place finish
would come from freshman
Katelyn Kopacko in the 50-yard
freestyle.
Edinboro’s best finish of the
championship meet would

come from a relay of Morgan
Joseph, Holly Stein, Breanna
Purnell and Katelyn Kopacko,
whose cumulative time of
1:44.75 was good enough for a
NCAA B qualifying time.
On day two, Miletska
would finish third in the
100-yard butterfly, a staple
for her in her medley relay.
Two more podium finishes
for the day would come in,
both from relays as Kaitlyn
Daiger, Kopacko, Stein and
Purnell took third for another
NCAA qualifying time. The
400-yard medley team would
be composed of the same
Edinboro swimmers that took
part in the 200 medley and they
took second once again.
On day three, Stein joined
Miletska among the All-PSAC
team with her performance in
the 100-yard breaststroke. Third
overall, Stein hit a national
qualifying time as well. Miletska
once again found herself on the
podium for the butterfly with
an All-PSAC performance in

Heat still with plenty to
overcome in east playoff race
By Ira Winderman
Sun Sentinal

Erik Spoelstra made the concession in advance
of his team’s eight-day All-Star break.
“Everybody is aware,” he said of the standings
and the Eastern Conference playoff race that
resumes Friday for the Miami Heat. “We earned
the right to at least be in the discussion right
now.”
And they are, after a 13-game winning streak
left his team as winner of 14 of 16 going into the
break.
As the Cleveland Cavaliers, Boston Celtics,
Washington Wizards, Toronto Raptors and
Atlanta Hawks have distanced themselves at the
top of the East standings, the next seven teams
remain bunched within six games of the No. 6
seed, with the top eight teams advancing to the
postseason.
And yet the metrics remain daunting for the
Heat at 25-32.
According to ESPN’s Basketball Power Index,
the Heat have only a 19.3-percent chance of
advancing to the postseason, compared to
the 74-percent chance of the Detroit Pistons,
72.5-percent chance of the Chicago Bulls and
67.5-percent chance of the Indiana Pacers to
round out those final three playoff berths. The
Heat had been up to a 29.7-percent chance
according to ESPN before the recent losses to the
Philadelphia 76ers and Orlando Magic.
“There’s no easy way with this basketball team,”
Spoelstra said.
Playoffstatus.com also paints a sobering
picture, utilizing its schedule-strength
computation to place the Heat with a one-percent
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Dragic drives to the basket against Magic.

chance for the No. 5 seed, four percent for No. 6,
eight percent for No. 7, 13 percent for No. 8 ... and
a 74-percent chance of missing the playoffs.
So if you go by logic, the Heat will not make
the playoffs. But what exactly has been logical
about a season that saw the Heat fall to 11-30 at
midseason and then emerge as the league’s hottest
team since?
When it comes to the remaining schedule, the
Heat have 11 games against teams above .500 and
14 against teams below. But those 11 feature three
against the Cavaliers and two apiece against the
Raptors and Wizards.
According to Playoffstatus.com, the Heat face
the third-most-difficult remaining schedule of
the seven teams vying for the final three playoff
berths in the East, easier than only the Pacers and
Milwaukee Bucks, but tougher than the Bulls,
New York Knicks, Charlotte Hornets and Pistons.
What Spoelstra said the Heat have in their
favor is an urgency that has defined their past
month.
“When you win,” he said, “you can start to get
soft in the mind.”
Instead, the Heat are expected to be stronger in
body, with guard Josh Richardson likely to return
in Friday’s resumption of the schedule against the
Atlanta Hawks at Philips Arena.
Though it is possible the East playoff race could
be further expanded, it appears the 76ers again
are looking more toward the future, with their
protective approaches with the injuries of Joel
Embiid and Ben Simmons, while the Magic also
appear to be taking a future-thinking approach,
with the recent trade of Serge Ibaka.
During All-Star weekend, Cavaliers forward
LeBron James warned not to sleep on the East.
“My assessment of the East is the East is
playing great ball,” he said. “I mean, excluding us
and you got Boston, you’ve got Washington, who
has hit a hot streak and they’ve been playing great
ball, not only at home but on the road. Boston has
been consistent all year. You’ve got Atlanta who
has been playing really good ball. You’ve got some
other teams that are like Miami who hit a hot
streak, too, and they’re trying to make a push into
the playoffs.”
Now the question is which teams step forward
over these final two months of the regular season,
perhaps attempting to emulate the Heat’s recent
success.
“The way the East has been,” Knicks coach Jeff
Hornacek said, “Miami wins 12 or 13 in a row, so
our thoughts are, ‘Why can’t we suddenly roll off
seven or eight in a row?’ You win seven or eight in
a row all of a sudden you climb that ladder pretty
fast in the East.”
A look at how the playoff race shapes up
among the seven leading contenders for the final
three playoff berths in the Eastern Conference.

the 200-yard competition.
A less competitive day four
still saw two fifth place finishes
from Purnell in the 100-yard
freestyle and Stein in the 200yard backstroke. The women
would finish sixth place overall
out of 12 competing teams.
On the opening day for the
men, senior Justin Ransel would
place the best as he took 12th
in the ultra competitive 50-yard
freestyle.
The following day, on the
opposite side of the spectrum,
freshman Nick Bradford would
be the highest finisher with a
15th place finish in the 400-yard
IM.
Days three and four would
showcase Edinboro’s top
individual finisher, freshman
and local Pittsburgh native
Gage Halle, who placed seventh
in both the 100-yard freestyle
and 200-yard breaststroke.
Michael Lantinen can be
reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.
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Kling has won the Champion Scholar award three times.

Kling repeats as PSAC
women’s champion
scholar
By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information
Prior to the start of
Sunday’s final session
of the PSAC Swimming
Championships at the
York YMCA Aquatic
Club, the conference
announced this year’s PSAC
Swimming Champion
Scholars. Edinboro’s Emily
Kling (Jamestown, N.Y./
Jamestown) earned the
PSAC Women’s Swimming
Champion Scholar for the
second consecutive year.
Kling’s selection continues
the tradition of Edinboro
swimmers capturing the
award. An Edinboro men’s
swimmer has been the
recipient of the PSAC
Champion Scholar award
three times, with Kling now
winning it twice for the
women.
Kling is a junior and an

HPE - Health Promotion
major with a 4.00 GPA. She
participated in the 200yard freestyle, 200-yard IM,
and the 100 and 200-yard
breaststroke at the PSAC
Championships.
The PSAC Champion
Scholar Awards are modeled
after the NCAA’s Elite
89 award and honor the
student-athlete with the top
grade point average who
is competing at the site of
each of the PSAC’s 23 team
championship finals. The
selection criteria for the
Champion Scholar Awards
is identical to that of the
NCAA Elite 89 awards,
which honor the studentathlete with the top GPA at
each of the championship
finals sites of the 89 NCAA
championships across all
three divisions – I, II, and
III.
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The Edinboro Fighting Scots topped West Virginia, 27-10, in a recent dual meet.

Boro beats W.V. on the road
By George Schmidt
Staff Writer

Edinboro wrestlers traveled below the
Mason Dixon line to take on the West Virginia
Mountaineers Friday for a dual meet. They were
rewarded for their efforts, coming home with a
27-10 team victory.
The 125-pounder Sean Russell got things
started with a bang as he pinned his opponent,
Devin Brown, early in the second period. At 133
pounds, Edinboro’s Korbin Meyers came away
with a win by a score of 5-4 over West Virginia’s
Cory Stainbrook.
Next up was Nate Hagan for Edinboro as he
took on Tim Wheeling of West Virginia. Hagan
would lose this match by a score of 4-1. Patricio
Lugo would put on a point scoring display by
defeating Christian Monserrat by a score of 12-6
at 149 pounds. Not to be outdone, redshirt senior
Chase Delande of Edinboro, at 157 pounds,
would put in his own amount of good work,
defeating Dayton Garrett, 11-4.
Finally, for the Mountaineers, #11 Dylan
Cottrell would put them on the board for the
first time, outscoring Austin Matthews. The

final score of that match at 165 pounds was
9-3. Ty Schoffstall would return Edinboro to
their winning ways by technical fall against Ty
Millward at the 5:48 mark. Schoffstall represents
Edinboro at the 175-pound weight class.
An interesting case throughout the season,
Schoffstall has been dangerous on the mat to say
the least. Losing in the first 16 seconds of the
extra session during his bout against Oklahoma’s
#9 ranked Kyle Crutchmer, Schoffstall followed
that up at Iowa, a day after the West Virginia
meet, losing the lead to #11 Alex Meyer before
ultimately losing by a close margin.
At 184 pounds, Dakota Geer would grind out a
5-1 victory over Parker VonEgidy.
In the 197-pound match, #5 Jacob A. Smith of
West Virginia would out score Dylan Reynolds
of Edinboro by a score of 17-5 to put the
Mountaineers on the board once again.
In the final match of the night, Edinboro’s Billy
Miller would take the mat for the heavyweight
class. Miller would face Brandon Ngati of West
Virginia. Miller handed Ngati a 14-2 defeat.
Edinboro had a short turnaround as they faced
third ranked Iowa the next day on Saturday. For
coverage of that, check out our story on B1.
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Naughty
From B1
is point guard Jrue Holiday
who has been quietly having
one his best years of his career.
He’s shooting 39 percent on
5.9 3-point attempts per 100
possessions. He’s a fluid player,
can operate the pick and roll
and move off the ball well. He’s
the key.
Cousins has had problems
with point guards, including
MVP candidate Isaiah Thomas
who he exiled before the Kings
could even find equal value
in a trade. Unfortunately for
New Orleans it ends there.
So cohesion between Boogie
and Holiday is crucial to
something as simple as a
playoff berth this year.
There is a reason the Celtics
wouldn’t touch Cousins,
whether it was Thomas’ voice
ringing in Danny Ainge’s ear
or not, there is an obvious risk
vs. reward question looming
over the league.
On Thursday, November
17th, 2016 the Sports
Illustrated staff put together
their best prediction of what
exactly the NBA would look
like in 2020. Answering
questions about the finality
of “the process”, what NBA
will look like down the line,
and whether or not there is a
team back in Seattle or not.
Interestingly enough, another
topic was touched on, you
guessed it, the Boogie and
Brow isolation from the rest of
the league.
“Will Anthony Davis and
Boogie still be trapped?” read
the title. And it’s a true NBA
miracle that this question
was answered so sweetly.
These sorts of things just
don’t happen anymore, not
since the historical Harden
trade anyway. Just last week
Cousins claimed he wanted to
be a King for life and his agent
claimed any team to sign for
him he would not resign with.
It may be different now.
Jordan had Pippen, Malone
had Stockton, and Shaquille
had Kobe. Just maybe, maybe
Cousins can be Davis guy,
or vise versa. A small ball
movement has been the
obvious tide of the NBA in
the past few years and now we
have the counter case which
could be on full display in the
first round of the playoffs.
Cousins joins another
perennial all-star, one he can
share the responsibility of
the team with, one he can
put his trust in. A Cousins,
Davis tandem could draw in
veterans willing to sacrifice

and other star players looking
for talent to join.
On the Kings front, they
weren’t going to win with
Cousins. Last year marked the
first time that the Kings won
over 30 games with him on
the roster and they still ended
the season at the tenth spot
in the conference. They were
middling out and that’s not
good.
This trade guaranteed the
Kings kept their first round
draft pick that was top ten
protected. As well as their
own first rounder, the Kings
received one from the Pelicans
which could fall out of the
lottery depending on how
the rest of the season goes for
the Pelicans. Buddy Heild, a
lottery pick himself currently
in his rookie year, Langston
Galloway, Tyreke Evans and
a second round pick would
round out the rest of the deal.
It’s tough to believe nobody
else could have made a better
offer. The Celtics and Sixers
have put together a better
offer? They surely could have
but it’s interesting. The way the
NBA is going, a lot of teams
don’t see a reason to carry
two big men, especially two
that are demanding high end
contracts.
Teams like Denver, who
have Jokic, and the Sixers, who
have Embiid already, believe
they have their guy at that
position and aren’t willing to
risk what they have. A similar
situation happened with
Boston, who didn’t even test
the waters. They have seen the
Isaiah, Cousins tandem play
out and it doesn’t play well.
Not so often a talent like
this comes around and the
Celtics and other teams may
just regret this decision down
the road. Although maybe
they know something we
don’t know considering the
talent that could possibly be
available as the trade deadline
approaches.
This simply shows where
the league stood with
Demarcus Cousins and the
aura that surrounds him as a
player.
The Pelicans only sit two
and a half games behind the
final playoff spot and adding
a great player is definitely
enough for them to get into
that spot as long as Cousins
doesn’t bring a negative-net
win worth.
New Orleans looks to be
active in the free agent market
at the deadline, holding
tryouts for guards.
Michael Lantinen can be
reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.
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Wrestling
From B1
takedown in overtime to upset
Sorenso. The win gave Edinboro
three points to Iowa’s 14.
At 157 pounds, Chase
Delande had a difficult matchup
with #2 Michael Kemerer.
Kemerer quickly got a takedown
in the first, but Delande got an
escape to make it 2-1. Later in
the period, Kemerer got another
takedown to increase his lead to
4-1. Kemerer ended the first up
8-3 after two more takedowns,
but Iowa’s head coach Tom
Brands was penalized for
questioning the officiating,
giving Delande two more points.
To start off the second,
Kemerer and Delande
exchanged a takedown and an
escape, respectively. Kemerer
took a 13-4 lead into the third.
Kemerer got the win, 16-6, in a
major decision to make the score
18-3 in favor of Iowa.
At 165 pounds, #10 Austin
Matthews recorded Edinboro’s
second win of the match against
#16 Joey Gunther.
Matthews got the first points
with a takedown with a little less
than a minute left in the first
period. Gunther responded with
an escape. Matthews started
down in the second and got an
escape to make it 3-1.
Gunther would start the final
period down, but was not able
to escape and with 2:12 of riding
time Matthews defeated Gunther
4-1. With the victory Edinboro
reduced the margin to 12.
“Every once in a while it’s
good to just have a solid win,”
Flynn said of Matthews’ match.
“You can’t get two better
teams,” Matthews said of the
Iowa and Oklahoma State
duals. “It’s awesome to get this
atmosphere.”
At 174 pounds, Ty Schoffstall
had another exciting match
against a top-ranked wrestler in
#8 Alex Meyer.
Schoffstall began the scoring
with a takedown, but Meyer
responded with an escape to
make it 2-1. Schoffstall would
get another takedown to extend
his lead and Meyer would get
another escape. They would
exchange takedown and escape
for the third time in the first
period.
Meyer then got a takedown
of his own to make it 6-5,
Schoffstall. Meyer chose down to
start the second and tied it up at
six with an escape.
After a challenge by Flynn, it
was confirmed Schoffstall did
not get a takedown, but Meyer
did, which made it 8-6 in favor
of Meyer. Schoffstall responded
with an escape to bring himself
within one. Meyer ended
the second with a two-point
takedown to make it 10-7.
Schoffstall started the third

period down, but was unable to
escape and with 2:41 in riding
time, Meyer would win 11-7 and
increase the Hawkeyes’ lead to
21-6.
At 184 pounds, #16 Dakota
Geer, a true freshman, faced
senior #3 Sammy Brooks.
Brooks started the scoring
with a takedown. Geer
responded with an escape to
make it 2-1. Brooks would end
the period with a takedown,
followed by a four-point near fall
to make his lead 8-1.
Brooks chose down to start
the second and he was able to get
a reversal, which Geer followed
with an escape. They would then
exchange takedown and escape
again, but Brooks was able to get
another takedown to close out
the second, putting him up 14-3.
Geer opened up the third with
an escape after choosing down
to start. Brooks would get the
major decision with a 14-4 win
to put the Hawkeyes up 25-6.
At 197 pounds, Dylan
Reynolds faced Cash Wilcke.
There was no scoring in the first
period. Wilcke chose down to
begin the second and would get
the escape to make it 1-0. Wilcke
would get a takedown to make it
3-0. Reynolds would then get an
escape after going out of bounds
a couple times. Reynolds chose
down to start the third and
would get an escape with one
minute left to make it 3-2.
Wilcke would close out the
match with a takedown and with
riding time he won 6-2, giving
Iowa a 28-6 lead.
In the heavyweight match #14
Billy Miller closed out the match
with a victory for Edinboro by
defeating Steven Holloway.
Miller would start the scoring
with a takedown. Holloway
would get an escape to make it
2-1.
Miller started the second
period down and got the escape
after a few rounds of getting
pushed out of bounds. Miller
would get another takedown to
extend his lead to 5-1. Holloway
started the third period down,
but would be unable to escape as
Miller increased his riding time
to 2:36 and won a 6-1 decision.
“Billy looked sold. I’m really
happy for him,” Flynn said about
the final match of the evening.
The Hawkeyes would finish
out with a score of 28-9.
Edinboro’s next match is the
EWL championships, which
ultimately decides who will
qualify for the National meet in
St. Louis, Missouri, which is set
for March 16-18.
Michael McLaughlin can be
reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.
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Schultz throws the weight at a home meet in Edinboro.

Edinboro track squad
gets pre-PSAC tune-up
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Edinboro would host another
meet at the Mike S. Zafirovski
Sports and Recreation center
on Friday night for their last
competition before the PSAC
Championships this coming
weekend. Earning seven
PSAC-qualifying times and two
NCAA provisional qualifying
times, Edinboro would find
most of their success on the
field.
“We have a really great group
of athletes this season and most
of our success just happens to be
on the field,” pole-vaulter Molly
Regan said.
“Our recent success should
help attract more field athletes
to the program… most athletes
tend to want to contribute to a
winning team.”
Leading the way once again
for the Scots were Regan
and thrower Gabby Schultz,
two athletes who continue to
hold their spot as top flight
competitors in the conference.
Abbey Lang and Lisa Kossmann
would earn PSAC-qualifying
times, as well, but the real
surprise came on the infield
where Edinboro’s throwers
put it all together with their
performance.
Producing six qualifying
times, including Schultz’s
NCAA throw, Kathryn Broach,
Samantha Seaburn, and Neely
Parsons also came through.
Seaburn, a true freshman from
Shenango High School made
her mark in both the weight
throw and the shot while
Parsons, a sophomore, and
Broach, also a freshman, would
do the same in their respective
events.
What can tend to be a
challenging transition, Schultz
was able to adjust from one
event to another very smoothly.
“The footwork for the two
events is completely different.
To help, I put in a lot of time
with drills. The more times I do
it, the easier it gets,” Schultz said.
On the track, Abbey Lang
will have a tough road ahead as

Magic
From B1

Club hockey claims two wins, on to playoffs
Contributed Report
Edinboro’s club hockey
team traveled to two
separate programs this
past weekend, taking on
St. Francis and Alfred
University.
Both victories came in a
commanding fashion, the
first against St. Francis in
Loretta, Pennsylvania, and
the second at Alfred.
Edinboro would top St.
Francis, 9-3, and Alfred,
11-2.

Leading the way for
the Scots, as he’s done
consistently throughout
the year, was Andrew
Chase with five goals.
Hunter Cunningham
was the next highest goal
getter with four.
Two ended their
weekend total with three;
Elijah Williams and Jon
Haulik.
Grant Latsko came
through with two goals.
Mike Smith scored his

first of the season.
The team will take a
week off before it heads
to the playoffs where they
will boast a second seed
this coming weekend.
On Feb. 25, Rostraver
Ice Garden will host the
tournament and the start
time has been set at 10
p.m.
A victory will advance
them to the conference
championship on Sunday
at 1 p.m.

of Los Angeles sports immortals. But if he can’t,
it could forever paint him, and taint him, as an
inspiring entertainer who nonetheless couldn’t do
the hard work of running Los Angeles’ favorite
basketball team.
“I knew what I was getting into ... your
reputation,” Johnson said. “But I knew that when
we got the Dodgers. I knew that when I bought
the Sparks but we won the championship. One
thing about me is, I’m a risk taker. You know that.
If I didn’t think we could turn this thing around,
you think I’d be sitting in this room?”
It’s a huge risk for Johnson, but an even bigger
risk for Lakers President Jeanie Buss, who made
the announcement Tuesday, culminating a
process that was stunningly swift.
The ascension of Johnson from “adviser” to
boss was predicted in this space last week, but few
thought Buss would execute the expected swathcutting move with 24 games left in the season.
She fired her brother Jim Buss from his job as
vice president of basketball operations. She fired
long-tenured Mitch Kupchak from his job as
general manager. She even fired longtime Lakers
loyalist John Black from his job as team publicist.
With the exception of Black, who was beloved
by the Lakers community and may have paid the
price for his close ties with Kupchak, the other
firings were understandable considering the
Lakers have just endured the two worst seasons in
franchise history.
“Laker values are so strong ... to watch it erode
like that, it wasn’t Laker basketball, it wasn’t what
this organization stands for, and so it was time for
a change,” Jeanie Buss said Tuesday on Spectrum
SportsNet. “I probably waited too long and for
that, I apologize to Laker fans.”
Buss hopes Johnson can fill the leadership and
salesmanship role once held by legendary Lakers

tough competition lies in the
way of Edinboro retaining the
800-meter championship. Two
seconds separated Lang from
two more PSAC opponents who
she will look to top this coming
week. Her fourth place finish
accompanied a time of 2:22.86.
Carrying on with her
season as a true freshman, Lisa
Kossmann’s success in Germany
has really transferred well to
the states. She remains razor
close to an NCAA provisional
qualifying time in both the
60-meter and 100-meter events.
Currently ranked fourth in the
PSAC in the 60, Kossmann
is eight one hundredths away
from her time there and only
two tenths from the same
standard in the 200.
She will have one more
opportunity to meet those times
and possibly win her respected
events here in Edinboro. The
meet will be held in the dome
from Saturday to Sunday where
competitors from all over the
PSAC will gather.
“We have a lot of natural
talent in the field events. Having
home meets helps though.
We get to compete where
we practice every day, so we
know what to expect,” Schultz
continued.
A current Lock Haven track
team in possible danger due to
financial problems will be in
attendance for possibly their last
indoor track competition.
Regan elaborated: “It’s a little
nerve racking to think that
the track team can be around
one year and gone the next.
Athletics play a huge part in
bringing students to the schools
and losing a program like that
will take a toll on Lock Haven’s
enrollment.”
Schultz added: “I’m sure
that Lock Haven is upset about
the notion to cut their men’s
track program. The PSAC
will suffer a loss if they follow
through. Everyone in the PSAC
is definitely rooting for them to
keep the program.”
Michael Lantinen can be
reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.

boss Jerry West. She promoted him just in time
for Thursday’s NBA trade deadline, and that
may not be a coincidence. There apparently were
worries that the old regime would sacrifice the
Lakers’ future by making a deal to help them win
games this season.
“It’s not going to be an easy fix, it’s going to take
time,” Johnson said. “I wouldn’t be sitting here if it
was a good situation. I know what I’m up against.
Eventually we will turn it around.”
That attempted turnaround should have begun
with a thorough and exhaustive search for a
general manager. But seemingly moments after
he was given his new title, Johnson apparently
had already hired one.
In what could be construed as the first red flag
of his administration, Johnson has unofficially
given the job to Rob Pelinka, who is best known
as Kobe Bryant’s agent and who has never worked
in an NBA front office. While there is a trend
toward hiring agents to run teams, the popular
Bob Myers runs the Golden State Warriors,
Pelinka enters as a polarizing figure with a
reputation for being aloof and dismissive during
his time as Bryant’s representative. And now
it’s not just one front-office rookie running the
Lakers, but two.
It is hoped Johnson’s hasty hiring of an old
friend is not indicative of the way he will attempt
to rebuild the franchise. On the other hand, he
also quickly made his first trade Tuesday, and
it was a good one, with the Lakers picking up a
first-round draft pick and Corey Brewer from
the Houston Rockets for hot-shooting guard Lou
Williams.
No matter what happens, Johnson’s reign
over the Lakers should be entertaining. But for
it to work, it has to be consistent, and he says he
understands.
“I’ve watched every single game every night for
the last thirty-something years,” he said. “I said to
my wife, ‘I’m always fussing at the TV or fussing
from my seats. I might as well be in it.’”
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Our Viewpoint

Grammy dedication and an unnecessary dispute
By Hannah McDonald
Voices Editor

Our viewpoint is a topic voted on by The Spectator’s editorial staff. It is written by the Voices editor.
In an effort to acknowledge a momentous album and celebrate the art made by a friend, Adele
started a debate between Twitter users over her choice of words.
At the Grammy Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 12, Adele accepted multiple awards. She received
Song of the Year for “Hello” and Album of the Year with “25.”
“25” was released on Nov. 20, 2015, and includes radio hits such as the previously mentioned
“Hello” and “Send My Love (To Your New Lover).” Although released in 2015, it was too late in the
year to be considered for that award cycle, which is why it’s being honored now.
Adele’s third studio album has garnered many other awards. Again at the Grammys, “25” also
netted her Best Pop Vocal Album, and in 2016 it received the Brit Award for MasterCard British
Album of the Year and the Billboard Music Award for Top Billboard 200 Album.
It’s obvious this album garnered much respect amongst the community, but upon acceptance,
Adele gave her respect to Beyoncé. During her acceptance speech, she dedicated her award to
Beyoncé’s newest album, “Lemonade.”
“My artist of my life is Beyoncé,” Adele said. “This album for me, the ‘Lemonade’ album is just so
monumental.”
The crowd watched on and applauded as Adele spoke. Beyoncé sat in the audience with her
husband, smiling and watching.
Adele said, “It was so monumental, and so well thought out, and so beautiful and soul-bearing,
and we all got to see another side of you that you don’t always let us see and we appreciate that.”
She continued: “The way that you make me and my friends feel — and the way that you make my
black friends feel — is empowering. You make them stand up for themselves and I love you, and I
always have and I always will.”
The applause quickly subsided and listeners headed to Twitter to share their opinion about Adele
singling out her “black friends” during her speech.
Some people believe Adele is in the wrong in reference to this issue. The argument here is that the
singer should not have separated her white friends from her black friends when referring to them.
Instead, she should have simply said that the album empowered her friends and herself. From this
point of view, it was wrong of Adele to specifically mention her friends that are black, because it
implies that they needed empowering and lagged behind her white friends who already felt powerful.
It is easy to agree with this side of the debate, but there is absolutely nothing wrong with Adele
recognizing how much “Lemonade” means to her black friends. This is because the album was made

specifically for black women.
The album and videos were a work of art
celebrating Southern black culture.
“Every stylistic choice that Beyoncé made in how
she, and the other women who appeared in the
film, were portrayed was clear; their outfits,
their hair, their range of brown skin tones
and ages, all of it spoke to or reflected
African-American culture, families, and
standards of beauty,” Kadeen Griffiths,
writer for Bustle, said.
She continued, “The film celebrated and represented that culture, those families, that beauty, in a
way that mainstream pop never does.”
There is no doubt that Griffiths’ points are valid, especially when one listens to the album and
watches the film released alongside it. Many Americans that use social media agree with Griffiths.
“I really hope y’all don’t make my ‘black friends’ a issue that forces Adele to apologize,” one Twitter
user, Queen Ashley, said. “Because she is absolutely right! That album was made for us and she
acknowledged it. Was she not suppose to mention her black friends?”
People are upset because Adele acknowledged the people for whom the art was made; that is what
it boils down to. There is art made for people who are happy, who are heartbroken, who are scared,
who are tired, who are men and who are women. And, yes! There is even art made for people who are
black.
Beyoncé made an album for women of color, to empower and inspire them. Adele was inspired by
it as well and saw firsthand what it did for her black friends — the people for whom it was made —
and she praised Beyoncé for creating something that had a positive impact on them.
There is nothing wrong with that. Art is made with certain intentions, goals and motives. Art that
achieves these goals and does good in the world, as Adele claims “Lemonade” has, deserves to be
acknowledged.
Adele did this in the best way she could while accepting an award that she believed should have
gone to another woman. She thanked Beyoncé for making a monumental album, told her of the good
she had seen it do to those around her, and shared her love for her fellow musician.
Hannah McDonald can be reached at Voices.spectator@gmail.com.

Designer babies
and a moral conflict
By Roman Sabella
Staff Writer

The topic of designer babies usually garners one of two responses,
the first being apathy and the second being outrage. Don’t fret,
though, because they likely aren’t coming around any time soon.
CRISPR is the name given to the tool that enables the genetic
modification of the fetal tissues, although it isn’t limited to that and
can quite literally edit any cell. A simple lab with the tool would
cost approximately $2,000, but that means nothing unless the lab
technician actually knows what they’re doing with it, so that should
be one less concern.
Proponents of the technology are not the ethically immoral people
they sometimes are painted as though. Many wish to use it in an
effort to eradicate diseases from the genetic code, which in theory is
quite an altruistic notion.
In fact, a panel at the National Academy of Medicine just
agreed with such a practice, but only in the case it is used for the
improvement of the child’s health. This currently means little as the
FDA has yet to approve such edits on human embryos, and Congress
has barred the use of government funding on anything involving the
changing of embryos. So for now, it’s at a standstill.
So the question here is not, “it’s happening already, so what do we
do about it?,” but instead, “what will we decide to do if it ever comes
to light?” This is a question of morals and whether such technology
would be used for the intended purposes as improving the future
health of a child.
On a personal level, if used in the way suggested by the National
Academy of Medicine, I see no problem with its implementation, but
I do have fear for a possible resurgence in eugenics.
Eugenics is a practice that aims to improve the genetic quality of
the human population, most commonly by eradicating or sterilizing
such individuals who exhibit undesirable traits. The practice started
in early 20th century America, but was discredited following Hitler’s
reign in Germany and his belief in the practice.
But this is all hypothetical at this point, as tests with 86 non-viable
embryos at Sun Yat-sen University in China only found success with
28 subjects and with only a fraction of them adding new DNA. Many
results often produced new problems or possible diseases as changing
one chain of DNA often left another incomplete or with fault.
As it stands today, all news on the topic of “designer babies”
is completely hypothetical. This is something that likely will be
impossible for quite a while and even then, will most likely be
stonewalled by the FDA for years to come due to its possibly
dangerous applications.
But if it ever does become a viable option for potential parents, will
it be used extensively? The average cost for IVF (In-vitro fertilization)
costs upwards of $20,000 and that is merely to create a child in a lab
setting. The potential cost of designing a possibly healthier baby could
potentially cost double that amount, making it something reserved
largely for the rich and well-off.
Will we see them in the next 10 years? Possibly. But is that likely?
Probably not, unless you’re of the rich elite.
Roman Sabella can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.com.
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Boy Scouts say the scout pledge.

Scout inclusion, at a cost?
By Mike Schmidt

Contributing Writer
“A Scout smiles and whistles
under all circumstances,” said
Robert Baden-Powell, founding
father of Boy Scouts. Recently, the
Boy Scouts of America announced
its inclusion of transgender children
into its ranks.
From the Boy Scouts of America’s
website, they announced the change
in policy on Jan. 30, 2017. It read:
“Starting today, we will accept
and register youth in the Cub and
Boy Scout programs based on the
gender identity indicated on the
application. Our organization’s local
councils will help find units that can
provide for the best interest of the
child.”
This is a change from a 100-yearold policy where they only went
by the gender listed on the child’s
birth certificate. With this change,
the Boys Scouts will now accept
the gender written on the child’s
application.
The Girl Scouts have the
following statement listed on their
website: “Girl Scouts is proud
to be the premiere leadership

organization for girls in the country.
Placement of transgender youth is
handled on a case-by-case basis,
with the welfare and best interests
of the child and the members of
the troop/group in question a top
priority. That said, if the child
is recognized by the family and
school/community as a girl and
lives culturally as a girl, then Girl
Scouts is an organization that can
serve her in a setting that is both
emotionally and physically safe.”
Robert Francis, an Eagle Scout
(the highest level one can achieve
in Boy Scouts) himself, had this to
say: “I’ve been proud of the BSA
for being more inclusive as of late,
as I’m sure they have not been easy
decisions given their membership.
“But being from a rural place,
I would not be surprised if some
— rural or urban — might be less
comfortable with this, so I would
understand if the BSA offered
training or technical assistance for
those unsure what this might mean
in practice.”
Having been involved with Boy
and Girl Scouts for the last 10
years, I know it’s difficult for some
troops/packs to find meeting places

due to the national organizations’
progressive stance on the LBGTQ
community. Most scouting troops
in rural areas rely on relationships
with local churches for places to
hold their meetings. Some troops
have been asked to leave or simply
to meet elsewhere due to recent
policy changes.
Often times, it’s the adults who
have the issue with gender. Kids
simply see another kid unless they
are told otherwise. I interviewed
Tatyanna Schmidt, a current senior
level Girl Scout with the Titusville
Girl Scouts. She said, “I think
my troop would be accepting of
the girl, however some might be
uncomfortable changing in front
of them or even spending the night
like in a camp situation.”
Camping, which is the
cornerstone of both organizations,
presents a problem logistically. In
all of the bylaws listed, there must
be a same-sex chaperone with either
the boys or girls. Also, boys cannot
sleep within 75 feet of girls or in
the same building. So the strain
of finding leaders becomes even
harder. Especially when volunteer
numbers are down nationwide.
If it were up to me, I would
combine both Boy and Girl Scouts
and simply call it Scouts, given both
believe in developing leaders and
self confidence in children. Both
organizations give the individual a
sense of self-awareness within their
own community and take great
strides to improve that community.
While inclusion is a great thing
and creates opportunities for
everyone, I wonder if this will cost
these great organizations more than
they bargained for. While a Scout
may smile a whistle through any
situation, I am reminded of an old
saying, “Smile through the rain
because at least your teeth will get
cleaned.”
In my opinion there may be
more rain in the forecast for both
organizations.
Mike Schmidt can be reached at
voices.spectator@gmail.com.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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“The urbanized area for the EMTA runs from North East, along the lakefront
to Manchester Road in Fairview, and as far south as Robison Road, just
past Splash Lagoon,” Mike Tann said, the executive director of EMTA. “The
urbanized area is defined by the U.S. government when it does its census every
10 years.”
“The Edinboro service improvements were based upon an increase in people
living and working in that area, [along with] growth of retail, senior apartments
being built, etc.,” Tann said. “There are quite a few people who live in Edinboro
and work in downtown Erie.”
Other parts of Tann’s five-year plan include in-bus Wi-Fi, expanding routes
into Edinboro or Union City, having a transit center in one of those towns, and
implementing compressed natural gas instead of diesel fuel in new bus fleets.
“In the next 10 years, electric buses are going to explode in usage,” Tann
said. “Being on the lake here, we provide a golden opportunity for the federal
government to invest in electric-powered buses that create no noise or
emissions and you can charge a bus in 10 minutes.”
While considering these big plans, finances are a concern, even for the
general operations of EMTA with the city’s increased financial commitment,
according to Brenemen.
“The city cannot sustain funding for a regional service,” Brenemen said. The
current bond, pension and service obligations by the city will soon lead to some
serious financial imbalances.”

A Better Way: Erie has Room to Grow

All Aboard Erie (AAE), an Erie-based grass-roots group whose goals include
developing mass transit systems in the tri-state area, were very active during the
charter stalemate and continue to be visible throughout the Erie area.
“We did raise awareness of the public, especially the fact that 30 percent of
the county uses the bus,” Julie Minich, All Aboard Erie executive director, said.
“I had trouble with the fact that each council would make the same comments
about the other — that they were not willing to negotiate. I just never knew who
was telling the truth.”
Since the beginning of their monthly meetings in 2009, AAE has worked to
educate people about public transit (EMTA buses, Amtrak, and even bicycling
safety in Erie). They have also been active in adding high-speed rail to Erie’s
transit options, connecting the Eastern Plan (which ends in Buffalo) with the
Central Plan (which starts in Cleveland).
“The main goal of AAE is to let people know that they have a choice in
transportation,” Minich said. “The dream of AAE is that a person could leave
their house or apartment, ride the bus to a train station…and reach their
destination without having to bring a car with them. It’s all about choice, and
options. We’re not anti-automobile; we’re pro-transit.”
Photo: Allison Duda

E Stop on the Edinboro Route.

EMTA rolls with changes after
charter struggle ends
By Maddie Wickett
Contributing Writer

Whether in the sweltering heat or freezing cold, people always seem to be standing at bus stops,
waiting for their next departure. But imagine if that bus never came, or it was intermittent. That
could have been the case for the Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority (EMTA) if they were either
taken over by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) or if they ran out of
reserve funding after the authority’s 50-year charter expired in late 2016.

A 50-Year History and A Two-Year Struggle

Erie county, as a whole, provides a large mix of rural and urban areas, but all of EMTA’s operations
are centered in downtown Erie and it has been this way since the transit authority began in 1966
under the direction of Mayor Lou Tullio.
“The original charter benefited the city more because it was constructed at a point when the city
was the powerhouse in the region,” Dr. Jim Wertz, Erie Reader contributing writer and Edinboro
University journalism professor, said. “It was crafted at a time when there was virtually no need for
EMTA in the county.”
Although funding for the bus service comes from both federal and state governments, some of the
money is also provided locally through the city of Erie and Erie County. It was that local funding that
caused the nearly 2-year struggle between the city and county. Although the city signed a new 50year charter in 2015, the county was opposed because they wanted more appointees to EMTA’s board
of directors and more regionalized bus service. These two areas of concern were also heavily reliant
on who foots more of the bill.
“The percentage that the city contributes to EMTA is reflective of how many board appointments
they get and same with the county,” Dr. Kyle Foust, Erie County Councilman and Internship Director
at Mercyhurst University, said. “It’s a five-four split now; the city is responsible for 55 percent of the
local match and the county is responsible for 45 percent.”
Before the 10-year charter passed on Oct. 25, the board was split, 6-3, in the city’s favor. Although
the county gained another EMTA board appointment, many council members, including Jay
Brenemen, still believe the charter accomplished very little aside from keeping the status quo.
Andre Horton, county councilman, said to Erie News Now: “We thought it was a bad deal; we still
think it’s a bad deal. I indicated to my colleagues that I’d vote with the majority, so I did.”
After a summer full of city/county disputes, a lawsuit occurred in which the city wanted to sue the
county. The city wants the county to either withdraw from EMTA or agree to a municipal statement
of revival, which would reactivate the old 50-year charter for a short period of time.
The 50-year charter expired on Sept. 14, but bus service still ran on reserve money. However, the
authority was not allowed to accept federal funding during the time where it lacked a local charter.
The case had its day in court on Friday, Nov. 7.
Erie County judge William R. Cunningham said to work it out quickly, “for the good of the
community.” Erie City Mayor Joe Sinnott and County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper proposed a new
10-year charter that was unanimously passed by city council and eventually passed by county council
with a 6-1 vote on Oct. 25, according to GoErie, ending the nearly two-year stalemate.

EMTA Expanding Horizons

According to Merski, all of EMTA’s newly expanded routes within the last 10 years have been
outside the city. Currently, the least intermittent routes are located within the “urbanized area” of
Erie.

Personal Experiences with EMTA

Since EMTA’s Edinboro route expansion in August 2016, buses come
to Edinboro six times per day during the week and on Saturdays. This has
increased from three times per day during the week and two times on Saturdays. The Edinboro
bus route also now makes stops at Edinboro University, Wal-Mart, Giant Eagle and Dollar General
before returning to Erie. Although service to Edinboro has improved, poor scheduling still causes
Edinboro residents to plan their days around limited service and thus miss out on important events
and exciting nightlife experiences that the city of Erie has to offer. It is no easier getting to important
places like UPMC Hamot, the Social Security Office, or the Erie County Assistance Office, which
are located within Erie County’s “urbanized area” and are most likely out of reach for the people who
need them most if they live in rural Erie County.
According to a study published by the Keystone Research Center, the Erie city population in 2000
was 142,266, while the outlying areas’ population totaled 136,909. While the county’s population may
be close to that of the city, they are spread throughout the rural areas and transit for them is stretched
too thin. This is no fault of the hard-working drivers who try their best to accommodate the riders;
the blame rests on the administration who mainly choose to serve the city of Erie with practical
transportation.
The Erie Lift is just as limited once outside the urbanized Erie area. According to The Lift’s website,
service is available within the “urbanized area” Monday through Saturday, from 6 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.,
and Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. The site also claims services to be available in the “rural areas”
Monday through Friday, but no times or schedules are listed.
These poor conditions greatly impact people who depend on The Lift or regular EMTA buses for
transportation to medical appointments, work, shopping, or recreation. How would it be possible for
an Edinboro University student to attend a medical appointment at Hamot or an internship interview
at Erie Insurance and be back in time for class without wasting an entire day on a single errand?
From start to finish, the process of riding the Lift is convoluted and cumbersome. When calling to
schedule a ride, many Lift telephone operators sound rude and far from courteous or helpful. Pickup
times are in half-hour increments, leaving the elderly or disabled to wait in possibly poor weather
conditions for up to 30 minutes, if the Lift scheduling operator got the pickup information correct
in the first place. As a Lift rider, I know that I can get to Erie from the Lift every weekday at 9:15
a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 3:15 p.m. These times are only estimates, as there is a half-hour pickup window.
However, the service is unreliable, as I have waited over an hour for a Lift bus to arrive and have been
late to several appointments due to the overall crowdedness on Lift buses since there are so few of
these in rural Erie County.
Once on the Lift bus, the time it takes to get to a destination could vary greatly. On several
occasions, it has taken me close to two and a half hours to travel from Erie to Edinboro. When riding
the Lift, doctor appointments turn into all-day ordeals, while pickup or drop-off times and travel
time duration turns into a guessing game.
If someone does not have proper change, or isn’t waiting for the bus during the half-hour pickup
time window, expect to pay a hefty price. I’ve paid up to $6 for a ride that was supposed to cost $2.90
and I’ve received invoices in the mail stating that I owe the Lift $2.70 and that I am blacklisted from
riding until I send a check. I’ve also missed a bus in Erie and was offered the choice to pay $41 simply
to return to Edinboro. The fee is also $41 if a Lift rider calls to change a destination or pickup time on
the day of their scheduled ride, leaving no room for suddenly changing plans.
Along with these possibly hefty fees, riders are forced to pay their fare in change, which seems
severely antiquated since very few people carry cash these days, let alone change. Every time I ride a
Lift bus, I’m faced with the annoying burden of making a trip to the bank in order to withdraw cash
and exchange it for rolls of quarters. Instead, EMTA should make Lift bus rides free with student IDs.
For non-students, the authority should charge a fee of $3 and allow riders to pay with their debit or
credit cards and through mobile devices.
Out of the 38 municipalities in Erie County, roughly three of them receive adequate bus service
through EMTA and the Lift. If the city of Erie gains total local control over the transit authority,
the county should create a separate transit authority to serve the rest of Erie County, which is in
desperate need of better transit. Erie County Transit Authority (ECTA) should be enacted in order to
better serve county residents who depend on public transportation daily to live life and participate in
society as much as people who choose to drive.
This article has been condensed. The full article can be found online at edinboronow.com

Desert of white: Refugees on a frigid voyage north
By Shayma Musa
Staff Writer

The mechanics of winter are familiar to Northern Pennsylvania
natives.
Tom DiVecchio announces that it’s six below zero, we all double
up on socks, lace up the winter boots, pull the jackets on tight and
step out into the harsh winter winds without flinching. This is not
the case for refugees crossing into Canada.
CNN reports that slow but steady trickles of refugees are
attempting to cross from the United States to Canada. Originally
hoping to settle in the states, many of the refugees say that
President Trump’s executive order banning citizens of seven
majority Muslim countries (an order which has been blocked by
federal courts) has deterred them from seeking asylum here.
In what seems like scenes out of a thriller, the CNN report
detailed an ordeal where two men from Somalia paid a man $300
to take them to North Dakota, where they were supposed to walk
30 minutes into Canada.
However, as many reports have detailed, the trip isn’t always
so straightforward. Many refugees had already crossed the border
from Mexico into the United States illegally and began the process

of seeking asylum when Trump issued his executive order. So now
the weary travelers have to pack up all over again and make the
trek from wherever they settled in America up to North Dakota
— where traveling into Canada is easiest. From there, they must
walk through knee deep snow in order to go through the asylum
seeking process anew.
Walking from point A to point B through sheets of blinding
white snow isn’t so easy. Some cross in the dark of night and find
themselves crawling without any direction through a desert of
white. Often, refugees unfamiliar with the extent of a Northern
winter, get frostbitten from the exposure to cold. The New York
Times reported that some refugees have lost fingers when crossing
on nights when the weather is well below zero.
The refugees often find themselves in Emerson, a small farming
town that borders the states of North Dakota and Minnesota.
The town is used to people knocking at doors on random winter
nights, but according to reports from the times and CNN, the
numbers that they’ve seen in recent months are alarming.
This image of weary travelers dragging their way through
the snow, in some cases carrying children with them, is a stark
diversion from the image of refugees being welcomed into
Canadian airports full of warm, open arms. This isn’t to say that

Canada hasn’t been doing its best to welcome these unexpected
visitors.
Emerson natives keep their eyes and ears open for the
exhausted journeyers, often providing them a warm meal and
bed to sleep in before guiding them through the asylum seeking
process.
The refugees who cross the border into Canada are illegal,
however an agreement between the United States and Canada
allows any asylum seekers who cross the border into Canada and
present themselves to Canadian Border Patrol to claim asylum. It’s
an agreement the refugees have been taking advantage of. Yet, with
winter winds calming and the sun staying in the sky a little longer
every day, citizens of Canadian border towns are concerned for
their and the refugee’s safety.
Trump’s executive decision has forced another country to
bear the brunt of our leader’s decisions. As Trump announces an
amendment that will allow him to enact his ban again sometime
next week, it’s more important than ever for us to keep pushing
back against policies that turn our ever-accepting country into one
that slams its doors shut on those fleeing from war and violence.
Shayma Musa can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.
com.
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New movie-making software makes it easy to edit home movies
By Harold Glicken

Tribune News Service
Though my film career has been set mostly in movie theaters
and my private screening room at home, I’ve been making
movies for more than 50 years. An early adapter, I bought my
first Super 8 movie camera while I was still in college. The movies
I made using that hand-held device, influenced by auteurs like
Fellini and Cassavetes, were unscripted and shaky.
My films didn’t become interesting until my kids came along,
at which point I transitioned to a heavy camcorder. Initially
limited in what they could do and reliant on VHS tapes that
sometimes broke in the middle of filming, camcorders gradually
got smaller and lighter.
Fast-forward to my 6.6-ounce iPhone 7 Plus, which takes great
videos.
Back in my Super 8 days, though, editing home movies was
done either as I shot, which almost never worked well, or with
an editing machine. I’d cut snippets of film with a scissors and
paste them to footage of the next scene. When my older son was
born, I went all-out and filled a bushel basket with three-minute
films, which I later transferred to VHS and then to DVDs. I
never mastered camcorder editing of my home movies until I
came across simple devices that converted VHS analog movies to
digital files.
Pinnacle Dazzle is my tool of choice for this task. It’s a small,
$70 device that hooks up to a VHS player on one end and a PC
on the other. Content is digitized as it streams to the PC.
For software, I’ve used several programs, including Adobe
Premiere Elements.
Despite the software, my movies have generally looked
amateurish. Fellini and Cassavetes would be uncomfortable
associating with an amateur like me.
That said, there’s no shortage of movie-editing software
begging to be downloaded. I’ve recently been testing the new
Corel VideoStudioX10 Ultimate and, compared with the software
I usually use, VideoStudio is a scene-stealer.
Here are some of the high points.
Like most video-editing software, VideoStudio displays a home
screen with a library where footage and transitions are grouped.
A timeline is below the library, where film is actually edited. The
snipping I did in my Super 8 days is made clean and easy with an
assortment of digital tools.
VideoStudio also allows you to mix footage from multiple
cameras. Depending on the version you choose and if you
recruit multiple cinematographers, you can edit footage of the
same scene from up to six cameras. This means you can shoot
conversations from both subjects’ point of view while shooting
background shots from different angles. Shooting sports footage
really comes alive with different camera angles.
A text tool is used to superimpose words, titles or phrases over
footage. The music-track tool rounds out the tool section. All the
tools are logically placed, and the icons for tools are user-friendly.
VideoStudio has screen capture, which allowed me to mix
scenes from another video with the movie I was editing. Screen
capture is essential if you’re editing analog footage from a VCR.
As the analog footage is transferred, the footage is displayed in
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Corel VideoStudioX10, a new personal video-editing software, is capable of screen capture, mixing footage from multiple
cameras, adding music tracks, effects and more.
the preview box on the screen.
Time-remapping allows you to freeze-frame and go backward
and forward until you’ve achieved the timeline effect you want. A
fade tool lets you superimpose multiple scenes, with fade-in and
fade-out, just like the pros.
There are thousands of effects, transitions and animated titles
that are easily integrated into movies. The Ultimate version,
which I reviewed, includes enhancements for when you go from
amateur auteur to professional. That transition is made possible
with Corel’s excellent online Discovery Center tutorials.
Once you master the video components of VideoStudio, it’s
fairly easy to add music tracks to each scene. This feature is
especially useful when you want to change the tempo of a movie.
Like other video-editing programs, it gives you the flexibility of
fading one track into another as the movie is edited. Since there’s
a double-track voice feature, it’s possible to lower the volume
of music, for example, while making voice-over the dominant
sound source.
There’s stop-motion editing, along with slow-motion and
fast-motion. Motion tracking lets you add a blur to a scene of a
runner coming closer and closer to the front of the screen. Part
of the footage can be selected so that certain effects can be added
to that part of the image and subsequent footage. The effect,
which is fairly simple to use, blurs the difference between what
you produce as an amateur and what a professional editor can
produce. It’s worth saying that VideoStudio’s bag of tricks is full
of surprising effects, tools and creative editing effects. I took an
amateurish scene and, with the help of one of the tutorials, made
it interesting and eye-catching. It’s tempting to use special effects
on every scene, but too many special effects can make the movie

look amateurish. Some scenes should be played out as they are.
When you finish your movie, a utility that’s included, MyDVD,
helps transfer the movie to a DVD or a PC, and prepares it
for uploading to Facebook, YouTube and other social media.
I also can distribute the movie to friends and relatives, who
diplomatically tell me that perhaps I should have taken up model
railroading as a hobby.
So, how does VideoStudio Ultimate stack up to Premiere
Elements? The neatest feature of Elements is the ability to make
collages of stills and videos. I could see putting a still of a person
in one frame and movies featuring the person in the other
frames. Like Photoshop Elements, Premiere has three levels of
expertise to choose from: quick, guided and expert. VideoStudio’s
home screen has a “welcome” tab, along with tabs for capture,
edit and share. It doesn’t get much simpler than that.
What really seems hard to believe is how inexpensive both
programs are. VideoStudio X10 Pro retails for $80; Premiere
Elements costs $100. The Ultimate version of VideoStudio, which
I tested, has many more editing features, templates and effects.
It retails for $100, well worth the extra $20. Both the Pro and
Ultimate versions are sometimes discounted, either by Corel or
on Amazon.
Tough choice? Focusing on all the features of each, I’d give my
“action!” to Video StudioX 10 Ultimate over Premiere Elements.
VideoStudio is slick, moderately easy to learn and has excellent.
I’m no Fellini, but I have a vision of what I want my movies to
look like. It seems as if VideoStudio’s producers have anticipated
the tools I need to make that vision a reality.
More information can be found at corel.com.

ViaSat chief executive betting big on satellite broadband
By Mike Freeman

The San Diego Union-Tribune
About eight years ago, ViaSat Chief
Executive Mark Dankberg bet the
company he co-founded on satellite
broadband, eventually spending $1
billion to transform a technology
considered barely better than dial-up
into a service that smoothly streams
YouTube video.
At the time, the space industry
didn’t believe ViaSat could build a
satellite with more capacity than all
the other internet satellites in orbit
combined.
And even if it did, there wasn’t
enough demand to justify the cost of
the satellite and distribution network
needed to sell satellite internet
service, which, while better, still fell
short of cable and many telephone
company alternatives.
Today ViaSat-1, which launched
in 2011, is full with 700,000 internet
subscribers. In addition, the satellite
powers in-flight Wi-Fi on more than
500 commercial aircraft from JetBlue,
American Airlines, United Airlines
and Virgin America, delivering
video streaming speeds to each
seat. ViaSat-1 also provides in-flight
Wi-Fi to Air Force One and other
government VIP aircraft.
The uptake for ViaSat-1 affirmed
Dankberg’s belief in satellite
broadband. So the company has
doubled down, and then some. It
plans to launch ViaSat-2 in late
March or early April. The satellite will
blast off from French Guiana on an
Ariane 5 rocket.
At around 300 gigabits per second
capacity, the new satellite has about
twice the bandwidth of ViaSat-1. The
added horsepower will enable faster
speeds and bulked up monthly data
allowances so subscribers can watch
more online video.
“There are more and more over the
top services—DirecTV Now, HBO
Now,” said Dankberg in an interview.
“There is just an enormous demand
for bandwidth.”
The new satellite also will expand
coverage beyond North America and
into Mexico, Central America and the
Caribbean, parts of South America
and over the Atlantic Ocean.
ViaSat-2 represents the latest test

to Dankberg’s strategy of engineering
satellites to maximize speed and
economical bandwidth in hopes of
mitigating the Achilles heel of satellite
internet—costly ground equipment
and installation, data usage caps, and
latency.
“We are not perfect but we are
markedly better than (satellite
internet) used to be,” said Dankberg.
“With ViaSat-2, we will be a lot better
than ViaSat-1.”
If ViaSat gets it right, the market
for satellite internet might expand
beyond its traditional niche of farms
and mountain cabins.
“The better we can make our
service, the bigger our market,” said
Dankberg. “But that doesn’t mean
we are going after people who have
Google Fiber. What we are trying
to do is go after a bigger segment of
people who don’t have those speeds.”
ViaSat-2 is the second act in
ViaSat’s plan to dramatically expand
bandwidth in orbit. The third
act is being pieced together at a
company-owned facility in Arizona,
where workers are assembling
payloads for ViaSat-3 _ a three
satellite constellation slated to begin
launching in 2019.
Each ViaSat-3 satellite will have
1 terabit-per-second maximum
capacity—more than triple that
of ViaSat-2. When all are in
orbit, the company will have near
global coverage. Boeing will build
the satellites to carry ViaSat-3’s
broadband payloads into space.
According to ViaSat, the first two
ViaSat-3 satellites will have twice
the combined capacity of the 400
communications satellites in orbit
today
Meanwhile, the all-in cost of
building, launching and insuring each
ViaSat-3 satellite is expected to be the
same as the all-in cost of ViaSat-2, or
around $625 million.
In theory, that should allow
ViaSat to deliver more bandwidth to
customers at good prices.
“I think the pace of innovation
has been faster in satellite than in
terrestrial communications,” said
Michael Crawford, an analyst with
B. Riley & Co. ViaSat “has been very
disruptive.”
Some analysts are skeptical of

ViaSat’s broadband ambitions,
however. Wilton Fry of RBC Capital
Markets wrote in a research report
that the company initially believed
it could pack 1.5 million subscribers
on ViaSat-1. It ended up filling the
satellite with just 700,000 subscribers
—perhaps signaling that the company
had to serve up more bandwidth than
expected to subscribers to counter
competitive pressure from nonsatellite alternatives.
Dankberg said the company is “far
more concerned with the financial
results than the number of customers
we have. One of the things that has
worked well for us is we have given
more bandwidth to fewer people.”
ViaSat faces direct competition
from Hughes, owned by EchoStar.
Hughes launched its second
high capacity Jupiter-2 satellite
in December, with an estimated
throughput of roughly 200 gigabits
per second. It will be delivering
internet service months before
ViaSat-2 is up and running.
Longer term, skeptics contend
cable and fiber optic lines eventually
will branch out beyond cities and into
satellite’s rural stronghold.
In addition, the roll-out of 5G
cellular will beef up download speeds
and capacity on terrestrial wireless
networks, providing an alternative to
satellite.
And there are new competitors
such as OneWeb, which in December
got a $1 billion investment from
Japan’s SoftBank. It proposes
a constellation of 900 small,
inexpensive low-orbit satellites
globally with 10 terabits per second
total capacity. They would offer low
latency compared with bigger, high
orbit satellites such as ViaSat’s. San
Diego’s Qualcomm is an investor in
OneWeb.
“ViaSat faces a triple whammy over
the next 15-plus years, the lifetime of
a satellite: Fixed-line coverage buildout, mobile technology (7G by 2030?)
and low earth orbit satellite systems
designed to bring global broadband
coverage,” said Fry, the RBC analyst.
Dankberg has doubts about
the business models, timing and
capabilities of some rival solutions.
Even so, he thinks there is plenty of
demand for bandwidth to go around

—not only from households but also
from airlines for in-flight Wi-Fi,
high-speed connectivity for cruise
ships at sea, oil and gas exploration
data streaming, border surveillance
video monitoring and other
government demands.
“In 2020 if things go well, we’ll
have three or four terabits up there,”
he said. “The world market for
bandwidth is probably going to be
over 1,000 terabits.”
At the cavernous Boeing
Commercial Satellite Systems factory
in El Segundo, Calif., everything
seems super-sized: Ceilings seven
stories from the floor, a 100-ton door
guarding a thermal chamber that
mimics the extreme temperatures in
space, a pool size vibration table to
simulate the violent shaking during
launch.
Even here, ViaSat-2’s size stands
out compared with the other satellites
under construction. It weighs as
much as 4.5 Toyota Camrys. When
fully deployed, its solar panels equal
the wingspan of a 767 airliner,
generating power equivalent to 300
60-watt light bulbs. It contains 23
miles of electrical wiring.
ViaSat forbid pictures of the
satellite. Four years ago, the company
filed a lawsuit against the builder
of ViaSat-1, Space Systems Loral of
Palo Alto, Calif. It charged Loral with
copying ViaSat’s patented payload
designs and giving them to arch rival
Hughes.
In 2014, a San Diego jury found in
ViaSat’s favor and ordered Loral to
pay $283 million in damages. After
a federal judge called for a new trial
on the damage award, the companies
settled for $100 million.
ViaSat’s current residential internet
plans start with 12 megabits per
second download speeds for $60 a
month.
For residential subscribers, there
are usually data usage caps for
satellite internet hovering in the
10 to 30 gigabits per month range,
which can be gobbled up quickly
for subscribers who stream Netflix
regularly.
Still, satellite internet is winning
market share in rural areas, where
speeds for wire line DSL can top
out at 2 megabits per second, said

Llluc Palerm, senior analysts with
Northern Sky Research.
About 14 million U.S. households
are outside the cable and DSL
footprint or have slow DSL service,
according to industry estimates.
ViaSat and Hughes combined have
only about 1.7 million subscribers on
their current ViaSat-1 and Jupiter-1
satellites.
“The market penetration is still tiny
compared with the total addressable
market,” said Palerm. “ViaSat-2 and
Jupiter-2 might be able to support
1 million extra subscribers each. So
even after these new launches, there
is still more market to cover.”
ViaSat hasn’t disclosed details of
the internet plans it will offer with
ViaSat-2. But analysts speculate
they could start at 25 megabits per
second. As for monthly data caps,
Dankberg said the company hopes
to have enough bandwidth so usage
limits won’t be an problem for most
subscribers.
“We would like to make it where 85
percent or 90 percent of people would
never go above them,” he said.
One way ViaSat aims to ease the
data-cap problem is with flexibility.
It has designed ViaSat-2 so some of
its bandwidth can be directed where
there is peak demand, which usually
occurs between 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
“The bandwidth in the evening
rolls across the country from East
Coast to West Coast as people watch
Netflix,” said Crawford, the B. Riley
& Co. analyst. “You can move some
beams around to where there is
demand.”
ViaSat is more than an internet
service provider. Its Satellite Services
division accounts for just 40 percent
of $1.48 billion trailing 12 months
revenue as of Sept. 30.
The company also has large
government and defense communications hardware and services arm,
which provides 43 percent of revenue.
And it designs airborne antennas
and ground equipment for itself and
other commercial satellite operators
globally.
Satellite internet and defense, however, have been the main drivers of
the company’s 52 percent increase in
revenue since ViaSat-1 entered orbit
in the fall of 2011.
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U.S. military advisers join Iraqi forces

Nearly 450 U.S. special forces and spotters have joined Iraqis to direct air strikes against the Islamic State.

By W.J. Hennigan and Nabih Bulos
Tribune Washington Bureau

BAGHDAD – U.S. military advisers are
now fighting alongside Iraqi forces near the
front lines against the Islamic State, a sign of
President Donald Trump's willingness to grant
more latitude to American commanders than
they've had since Iraq's ground war against the
militants was launched more than two years
ago.
The Trump administration has not yet
granted new authorities, but has loosened
the reins for U.S. generals running the war,
allowing hundreds of U.S. troops to join
advancing Iraqi forces as they embark on
their most complex mission to date: liberating
Mosul, their second-largest city.
Allowing U.S. forces to head to the leading
edge of the battle was almost unthinkable under
the Obama administration, which was reluctant
to be seen as putting American lives in harm's
way in a foreign war.
In recent weeks, however, about 450 U.S.
special forces and spotters have embedded
with the Iraqis to direct airstrikes against
Islamic State positions and advise Iraqi ground
commanders on how best to advance on the
battlefield as they move to free western Mosul,
said Lt. Gen. Stephen Townsend, commander
of U.S. forces in Iraq and Syria.
"It is true that we are operating closer and
deeper into Iraqi formations," he told reporters
at a military outpost at Baghdad International
Airport. "We adjusted our posture during the
east Mosul fight, and we embedded advisers a
bit farther down into the formation."
Townsend made the disclosure during
James N. Mattis' first visit to the Iraqi capital as
secretary of defense. Mattis plans to submit a
more aggressive battle plan to defeat the Islamic
State to the White House by month's end, and
he hinted a willingness to grant more leeway to
U.S. officers overseeing the war.
"We'll accommodate any requests from the
field commanders," he said. "Right now, our
allies, as you can tell from the casualty lists, are
carrying the overwhelming burden of this fight

in their own territory."
The authority to put U.S. forces near combat
lines, rather than back at headquarters, was
quietly granted in November under former
President Barack Obama in his last days of
office.
It wasn't clear why Obama granted the
authority, but U.S. generals running the
fight against the Islamic State appear to be
embracing newfound freedom under Trump to
make full use of it.
Additionally, Trump ordered Mattis to devise
a new battle plan to defeat the Islamic State. It's
due at the end of the month.
The Pentagon didn't publicly announce the
change in protocol, but it became apparent
Sunday after scores of uniformed U.S. soldiers
were seen fighting shoulder-to-shoulder with
Iraqi forces in the assault on western Mosul,
the Islamic State's last major stronghold in the
country.
U.S. forces now go "as close as they need to
get," said Col. John Dorrian, a spokesman for
the campaign against the Islamic State.
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi
announced the much-anticipated assault early
Sunday morning, and by nightfall roughly
five square miles had been recaptured on the
southern outskirts of the western bank of the
Tigris River.
Iraqi forces pressed their attack Monday,
getting to within striking distance of the city's
southern entrance on the second day of their
offensive.
Iraq's official combat media said units from
the Federal Police and its special forces arm,
the Emergency Response Division, had wrested
control of Albu Seif, the last Islamic State-held
area before the city. The latest push brings
the troops within striking distance of Mosul's
airport at the southern edge of the city.
A second prong of the attack cleared a stretch
of the Baghdad-Mosul highway leading into the
city, further tightening a week’s long blockade
on the western half of Mosul.
Mosul, which is bisected by the Tigris River,
was seized by a skeleton force of Islamic State
militants who swatted away a government force

of some 20,000 men in the summer of 2014. It
became the extremist group's Iraqi capital: Abu
Bakr Baghdadi, the group's leader, announced
the creation of a "caliphate" in a mosque in
western Mosul's Old City.
Since then, security forces have been eager
at a chance for redemption. They got it in
October, when the government, backed by the
U.S.-led coalition, began its campaign, taking
the city's eastern bank after 100 days of fighting
so intense that it forced the government to halt
its campaign.
On Monday afternoon, convoys comprising
dozens of Humvees, mine-protected vehicles
and construction trucks from the Iraqi
Counter-Terrorism Service were gathering near
the village of Athbah, six miles from the city.
The Counter-Terrorism Service, an elite
U.S.-trained group that specializes in urban
warfare, has led the charge against every Islamic
State bastion, including eastern Mosul. It will
face a potentially more difficult job in the
city's western districts, home to an estimated
750,000-800,000 people packed in a more
densely populated area.
Iraqi officials say the terrain of west Mosul
makes clear the need for U.S. military advisors
to work alongside and help direct precision
airstrikes. The ancient city is densely populated
with narrow streets, alleyways and close-built
communities. One miscalculation could lay
generations of antiquities to waste.
Sabeh Noman, spokesman for the Iraqi
military's elite Counterterrorism Services, said
there is little room for error. Combat vehicles
are too wide to navigate through many streets,
so the Iraqis will be locked in house-to-house
urban combat.
"They are giving the correct grades for an
airstrike on the target without any mistake," he
said.
East Mosul was liberated last month by Iraqi
forces. The four-month operation was hardfought and backed by hundreds of U.S.-led
coalition airstrikes.
In that part of the city, a fighter jet could
drop a 2,000-pound bomb to destroy a
building, U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Matt Isler
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said. On the west side, that same bomb would
take down eight buildings.
Having a U.S. spotter to help deliver
airstrikes mitigates against leveling city blocks,
Isler said.
Trump repeatedly said on the campaign trail
that he would make a priority of defeating the
Islamic State, and went so far as to call Obama
the "founder" of the group for presiding over
the conditions that led to its creation. In his
inaugural address, he vowed to "eradicate"
Islamist terrorism "completely from the face of
the Earth."
Whether the new military blueprint under
Trump will speed the end of the battle against
the Islamic State is far from certain, but Iraqi
officials believe it will be crucial against the
2,000 militants still inside the city.
Ousting the Sunni Muslim extremists from
Mosul is a major objective for al-Abadi's fragile
government. He has set a goal of regaining
control of his nation's territory and borders by
the end of this year.
There is no question that a successful U.S.backed assault with 50,000 Iraqi and Kurdish
troops on a major urban center would mark
a turning point in a war that has been slowmoving, with constant setbacks, since the
Iraqi military abandoned the city and left their
weapons behind in 2014.
Even with U.S. special operations troops near
the battle, Iraqi troops have the greater burden
of evicting the militants and securing the city.
When Mattis stepped off the C-17 cargo
plane into the morning sun, it marked his first
return to the war-torn country where he spent
years in combat as a Marine Corps officer
before retiring as a four-star general in 2014.
He said he was heartened by his discussions
with al-Abadi and other senior Iraqi
government officials despite the near-constant
war in Iraq for more than two decades.
"There's been a lot of rocky times out here,"
he said. "There is no doubt from my discussions
today that the Iraqi people, the Iraqi military,
and the Iraqi political leadership recognize
what they're up against."

Australia’s prime minister describes President Trump
as having a ‘very big personality’ with a ‘very big job’
By Jason Scott and Haidi Lun
Bloomberg News

SYDNEY – U.S. President Donald Trump
has a "very big personality" with a "very big
job," according to Australian Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull.
"We've had several conversations now,
they've been constructive, frank and
forthright," Turnbull, 62, said on Tuesday in a
Bloomberg Television interview in Sydney. He
said his government's approach to dealing with
the White House had not changed with the
election of Trump.
"We pursue our national interest
methodically, calmly, consistently, we make our
case very frankly, and forthrightly, when we're
speaking to our American friends," Turnbull
said. "As you'd expect, with good friends, we
are fairly circumspect about what we say in
public."
An important ally of the U.S. in the AsiaPacific, Australia has for years walked a line
between supporting American interests in the
region and engaging with China, its biggest
trading partner.
But Turnbull's relationship with Trump got
off to a rocky start. In early February Trump
blasted a refugee resettlement plan agreed to by
predecessor Barack Obama, calling it a "dumb
deal" in a late-night tweet. That came after The
Washington Post reported that Trump berated
Turnbull in a phone call and then "abruptly
ended" their conversation.
Trump later moved to patch things up,
dispatching two top advisers to reassure
Australia's ambassador of American support
for the alliance, and told business leaders in

Washington "I love Australia as a country."
"We give very frank advice and frank
exchanges with our American counterparts,
but we don't do it, we don't, you know, lecture
them through the media," Turnbull said in the
interview.
Australia has fought in every major conflict
with the U.S. since World War I, and is flying
combat missions in Syria. Obama heralded
Australia as a vital link in his administration's
economic and military focus on Asia, a policy
that was seen as a counterpoint to China's
rising influence. In late 2011, Obama secured
a deal to base as many as 2,500 Marines in the
northern Australian port of Darwin.
"We have a very deep engagement with the
American administration, with every American
administration," Turnbull said.
"The Australian-U.S. alliance, relationship, is
very deep, it's built on over a century of fighting
side by side in every major conflict, it's an
alliance, it's an economic partnership, and it's
built on millions of people to people links and
family links."
Still, Turnbull couldn't resist warning
Trump last week that he's wasting his time
complaining the media is spreading "very fake
news" about his administration. That came after
Trump used a 77-minute news conference to
criticize the press, which has reported about
alleged dysfunction in the White House.
"A very great politician, Winston Churchill,
once said that politicians complaining about
the newspapers is like a sailor complaining
about the sea," Turnbull told reporters in New
Zealand on Friday. "There's not much point.
It's the media we live with, and we have to get
our message across, and we thank you all in the

Photo: Johnny Louis/Tribune News Service

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull critiqued newly appointed President Trump.
media for your kind attention."
Turnbull previously called on Trump to
respect the pledge made by Obama to resettle
about 1,200 refugees blocked from entering

Australia and now residing in offshore camps.
Trump's advisers have now signaled U.S.
authorities will process them, albeit with
"extreme vetting."
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UCLA Scholarship changes to affect thousands of students
By Teresa Watanabe and Rosanna Xia
Los Angeles Times

Jill Cohen-Sandler tosses and turns at
night, her mind filled with anxiety over
how she and her husband will pay for
their daughter to attend the University of
California.
She’s a state rehabilitation counselor. He’s
a retired teacher. Together, the Santa Rosa
couple brings in $103,000 annually. That’s too
much to qualify for the major financial aid
programs but not enough to pay the $34,000
total annual cost of a UC education. The
financial pressures may force their daughter
Rose to attend community college, despite her
4.66 GPA as a senior at Maria Carrillo High
School, her mother said.
“I wake up in the middle of the night
thinking about this stuff,” Cohen-Sandler
said. “I’m constantly calculating, how are we
going to make this work?”
Many middle-class families across
California face similar struggles. And those
problems are likely to deepen with UC
regents last week approving the first tuition
increases in six years and if Gov. Jerry Brown
makes good on his budget proposal to phase
out the state’s only scholarship program for
middle-class students.
Cohen-Sandler said she had counted on a
middle-class scholarship for Rose’s education.
But even with that $3,000 scholarship, $4,000
from their college savings plan, $5,500 in
loans and the $5,000 they believe they can
spare from their paychecks, she said, the
family still would be short nearly half the
money needed for a year at UC.
She has written to Brown and other state
politicians, pleading to spare the Middle Class
Scholarship program, which was designed
to cover up to 40 percent of tuition and
fees for UC and Cal State students whose
annual family income and household assets

(excluding primary homes and retirement
accounts) each fall below $156,000. The far
larger Cal Grant program covers needier
students, the income ceiling for a family of
four this year, for instance, was $90,500.
The middle-class program has offered
nearly 190,000 scholarships in the last three
years, according to the California Student
Aid Commission. About 40 percent go to
low-income students who don’t make the
cut for the Cal Grant program. Four-fifths of
recipients are Cal State students, who received
a maximum award of $1,641 this year. UC
students’ maximum scholarship was $3,688,
the commission said.
Brown’s proposal would retain current
students’ awards but begin phasing the
program out for new students in the 201718 school year. He says it’s necessary given
lagging state revenue, a state deficit that,
without action, could hit $1.6 billion by
summer and the need to retain aid for the
state’s neediest students.
As H.D. Palmer, the state finance
department spokesman, said in a statement,
“We believe that gradually phasing out the
Middle Class Scholarship Program will allow
us to continue to maintain the Cal Grant
entitlement program that’s focused on those
students with the greatest financial need.”
Rafi Sands, a UCLA student body leader
campaigning for more middle-class support,
criticized that rationale.
“It’s pitting groups of students against each
other,” said the junior, who studies business,
economics and political science. “There’s an
idea that middle-class students don’t deserve
to be asking for aid and don’t need it, but
from what I’ve seen, people could not be
more wrong about that.”
Sands and other UCLA students are
rallying to share stories of the middle-class
struggle, save the scholarship program and
press UC leaders for more support.
A 2016 UC report on financial aid found

that, between the 2008-09 and 2011-12
academic years, annual levels of student
borrowing and cumulative debt at graduation
increased the fastest among middle-income
students, and rates of borrowing have not
declined as quickly for them as for other
income groups.
The report also found that the proportion
of students whose families earned between
$107,000 and $134,000 declined from 11
percent of undergraduates in 2007-08 to 7
percent in 2014-15. Over the same period,
those students whose families earned less
than $27,000 annually grew from 13 percent
to 19 percent.
The recession prompted major funding
cuts. Tuition and fees more than doubled to
the highest levels in state history: $5,472 for
CSU and $12,294 for UC, while student costs
for housing, food and books also grew.
The scholarship program was aimed at
helping middle-class families manage those
hikes, said Lupita Cortez Alcala, executive
director of the California Student Aid
Commission. The award amounts, she said,
are relatively small but richly deserved by
those who have worked hard, saved, taken
out loans and “done everything right,” yet still
struggle to pay for college.
“Families used to be able to afford college,”
she said. “But the cost of attendance for
middle-class families has become unbearable.”
David Lopez, president of the Cal State
Student Association, said the middle-class
scholarship bailed him out during his second
year at Cal State East Bay. He used it for costly
textbooks, allowing him to work just 20 to 30
hours a week and focus more on school.
“For our middle-class students, any little
bit helps,” Lopez said. “Not having this will be
detrimental to our students, and may cause a
delay in graduation.”
Some UC campuses try to help such
families on their own. UC Davis offers a
$3,000 “Aggie Grant,” and UC Berkeley

caps parent contributions at 15 percent of
total income for families earning $80,000 to
$150,000.
UCLA is aiming to raise $1 billion for
scholarships as part of its $4.2 billion
Centennial Campaign. UCLA Foundation
President Shirley Wang said middle-class
students would be a priority; she and her
husband donated $1 million for scholarships.
“We have to make sure that people who
work hard can send their children to college,”
Wang said. “We need to fill that gap.”
Chancellor Gene Block, who has launched
a 50 percent match program for certain
scholarship donations, said such student aid
was crucial for attracting top students.
Cal State officials say they do not have
similar resources to make up the gap if the
middle-class program is cut. Dean Kulju,
Cal State’s director of student financial aid
services and programs, said there are few
other financial aid options besides federal
loans for middle-class students.
But he said far more CSU students receive
Cal Grants than middle-class scholarships:
121,000 to 38,000, respectively, last year. The
Cal Grant aid has more than doubled in five
years to $635 million in 2015.
Choosing how to prioritize is not easy,
especially with so many students in need, said
Kulju, adding that lawmakers could consider
broadening the income range for Cal Grants.
Assemblyman Kevin McCarty,
D-Sacramento, said he plans to consider such
ideas at a hearing in February on how to
expand financial aid.
In Santa Rosa, meanwhile, Rose CohenSandler is hedging her bets by also applying
to private universities with more generous
financial aid packages. One already has
offered a $25,000 scholarship.
But the UC still has her heart.
“It’s really disappointing to want to stay in
the state but almost feel you have to go out of
state to escape large debts,” she said.

Blog post prompts investigation University of Iowa to open long delayed
of Sacramento professor
Children’s Hospital
By Diana Lambert
The Sacramento Bee

Sacramento State history
professor Joseph A. Palermo
set off a conservative
firestorm after writing that
people who deny climate
change “shouldn’t be
allowed” to use social media,
GPS-directed drones or
nuclear weapons.
“I’ve always believed that
people who dismiss science
in one area shouldn’t be able
to benefit from science in
others,” he wrote Dec. 27 on
the Huffington Post website.
“If Trump and his cohort
believe the science of global
warming is bogus then they
shouldn’t be allowed to use
the science of the Internet
for their Twitter accounts,
the science of global
positioning for their drones,
or the science of nuclear
power for their weaponry.”
Palermo began to
receive hate mail when
conservative websites ran
stories about the column.
He subsequently agreed to
appear on “Tucker Carlson
Tonight” on Fox News
because he wanted to clear
up a misconception that he
wanted Trump censored, he
said.
The next five minutes
weren’t exactly what he had
expected.
“I am assuming you
were speaking not literally

but figuratively about
Trump being banned from
Twitter,” Carlson said. “I
don’t imagine as a professor
you are in favor of banning
people from expressing
themselves. But what point
were you trying to make?”
Palermo said he
was trying to make a
rhetorical point. “It was
uncontroversial of me to
accept the science of climate
change that 98 percent of the
world scientists believe is
true. No amount of ideology
will change the physics of
that,” he said.
Carlson repeatedly asked
how Palermo came up with
the 98 percent figure.
“Are you a scientist or
have you polled scientists?”
he said. “How did you get
that figure?”
Palermo fumbled for
answers, mentioning the
Pentagon, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, and
California’s governor and
state Legislature.
Palermo said he wasn’t
prepared to defend climate
change when he came on
the show. “I’m the one who
walked into it because I
brought up 98 percent,” he
said Friday. “The reason I
couldn’t quote it was because
I’ve read it in like 50 places.”
He said he received 50
negative emails and blocked
200 people from his Twitter

account after they sent
various messages, including
one suggesting that he
commit suicide and another
saying he is lower than
vermin, he said.
Palermo forwarded
some of the email to Laura
Dunham, an associate
producer for “Tucker
Carlson Tonight.”
“On a personal note: I’m
so, so sorry about the hate
mail,” she responded. “Those
emails you forwarded me
were filled with very cruel
and ugly things. I hate to see
that.”
A Fox News staff member
said no one was available to
comment on the Palermo
appearance.
“The Daily Caller and The
Blaze said I got owned by
Tucker Carlson,” Palermo
said.
He said former students
have praised him for his
performance, and climate
blogger Peter Sinclair and
science writer Shawn Otto
came to his defense. “In
my bubble, it has been very
positive,” he said.
Despite everything,
Palermo said he would go on
the show again.
“What I’m thinking is that
we are entering a right-wing
dominance in Washington
and people like me, even if
we take some abuse, we need
to jump into that bubble any
way we can.”

By Vanessa Miller

The Gazette, Cedar Rapids
After months of delay and staff reports of a
spring opening, University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics administrators Monday night
announced plans to move into the new UI
Stead Family Children’s Hospital on Saturday.
Still, only portions of the $360 million
facility will open this month, according to
the message from Vice President for Medical
Affairs for UI Health Care and Carver College
of Medicine Dean Jean Robillard, UIHC CEO
Ken Kates, and Scott Turner, executive director
of the Children’s Hospital.
“Remaining areas of the new Children’s
hospital will open at a later date,” according to
the message. “This will allow time to complete
device integration and staff training and ensure
the remaining areas are ready for patients,
families and employees.”
Those areas not listed for move-in on
Saturday include inpatient units on levels nine
and ten, and surgery and surgery support units
on levels four and five.
A specific timeline for when the entire
hospital will be open and operating was not
provided.
UI administrators previously reported
the new Children’s Hospital would not
open piecemeal but rather all at once. It
had been slated for a Dec. 10 opening, but
administrators in late November announced
that wouldn’t happen as construction was
ongoing.
Over the weekend, The Gazette reported
design changes, contractor disputes, and
cost overruns have plagued the project and
contributed to its delay in opening.
In fact, one contractor -- Modern Piping Inc.
-- says the hospital owes it nearly $8.4 million
for work on the Children’s Hospital, and the
case is headed to the Iowa Supreme Court.
Modern Piping’s original $28 million
contract on the hospital ballooned to $43

million following 157 change orders over
three years. The university sought a temporary
injunction in April to stop Modern Piping
from including $8.4 million in disputed work
on the Children’s Hospital with arbitration
arising from the Hancher Auditorium
construction project, where Modern Piping
alleged UI owed it $65,000.
An attorney representing UI claimed
“irreparable harm” if the university had to send
project managers and others to arbitration
instead of finishing hospital construction,
noting specifically the impact on patient
care “for one of Iowa’s most vulnerable
populations.”
But even as those issued played out
behind the scenes, the 14-floor hospital in
early November hosted a three-day open
house, during which thousands of visitors
toured several of the more-finished floors.
Administrators at the time told The Gazette
the hospital was on track, and a week later
they held a dedication ceremony attended by
patients, families, employees, lawmakers, and
donors.
Officials later confirmed that temporary
carpet, ceilings, and bathroom fixtures had
been installed for the open house events and
then torn down. UI spokesman Tom Moore
said most of those materials were reused
within the hospital, but he didn’t provide
details of where they were used and how much
the work installing the temporary facade cost.
In the Monday night message,
administrators said, “Clearly, the planning,
design, construction, and preparation for
moving into the new children’s hospital has
been a historic undertaking.”
“Our sincerest appreciation goes out to
everyone who has worked so hard to make
this weekend’s move a reality,” according to
the message. “Together, we can look forward
to opening a truly world-class facility for our
pediatric patients and their families. The wait
is almost over.”

