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Daya rocks McComb Fieldhouse
Grammy award-winning pop artist Daya performed at McComb Fieldhouse on April 14, with YouTube sensation Fly By Midnight opening for her.

By Kimberly Firestine
Arts Editor

“I feel like this is your home. You’re inviting me in, this is
cool.”
Before Grammy award-winning artist Daya took the stage in
McComb Fieldhouse on April 14, she took some time to meet a
handful of Edinboro students and concert staff volunteers.
She spoke with The Spectator about the tour she just finished,
artists she grew up listening to and she touched on winning a
Grammy.
“It was amazing,” said Daya of her 26-date tour that ended in
Pittsburgh on March 30. “It was my first headlining tour ever,
which was so fun. The crowds were amazing. Every single night
it got better.”
Hailing from Mt. Lebanon, a small town 10 miles outside of

Pittsburgh, the last date on her tour was more of a welcomehome party than anything.
“I got to play Stage AE in Pittsburgh, which is the venue I
always grew up going to, so it was just wild to have people be
there,” said Daya. “It was sold out, too, so that was really cool.”
This concert, put on by Edinboro’s University Programming
Board (UPB), began with opener Fly By Midnight, a pop duo
that also performed at Edinboro in the Frank G. Pogue Student
Center Celtic Court last April.
UPB member Sarah D’Amico said they decided to bring
back Fly By Midnight because the group had been well received
at their last show on campus. “We thought their upbeat style
would be a perfect way to get the crowd excited for Daya,” said
D’Amico.
Daya performed songs from her album “Sit Still, Look Pretty,”
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including her hits “I.C.Y.M.I.,” “Hide Away” and the album’s title
track.
As a young artist in the music industry, Daya cites several
different influences for her music and performance style.
“I try to pull from a lot of different artists and make it my
own (performance). I love Rihanna, I love all of her music and
her style and everything. You’ll see some urban influences in
my show tonight but also straight-up pop and just a bunch of
different things,” she said.
“When I was growing up I listened to a lot of Alannis
Morissette and Dido – very strong female vocalists. I love

See Daya, A5

E-textbook popularity
increases due to pricing, function
By Shayma Musa
Staff Writer

0111067890123556.
Increasingly, the days
of anxiously waiting for a
textbook order that was
supposed to arrive a week
ago, the days of lugging
around 30 pounds worth of
books all day long, and the
days of frantically rushing
back to your dorm room
for a forgotten book, are
ending. Because that number
sequence is your new
textbook.
Usually, e-textbooks
are published by the same
publishers that print
traditional textbooks and are
available for download on
computers and iPads after
purchasing an access code.
Because students are, in
theory, only purchasing a
piece of cardboard with a
number printed on it, the
cost of e-textbooks is often
significantly cheaper than

the cost of a traditionally
bound textbook. One
textbook comparison tool
shows the price listing of
a textbook as $268.33 for
a new bound book versus
$71.00 for an electronic copy
of the same.
And some e-textbooks are
100 percent free. OpenStax
College, a nonprofit initiative
based at Rice University,
is a website that allows
students to access completely
peer-reviewed textbooks in
a range of different subject
areas for free online.
With the variety of options
available, professors are
beginning to take notice.
Chemistry professor Dr.
Tracey Olin put it bluntly:
“Online textbooks save
students money.”
Dr. Rodger Wolbert, math
professor, said, “I know that
students have budgets and
that spending money on a
textbook that you might only
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use for one semester might
be an expense that could be
lessened, even though you
still have to buy the online
homework access (for web
assignments).”
“And the hardcover
version of the book is quite
heavy to carry around when
you’re only using about 50
percent of the book,” said
Wolbert. “My philosophy
is that we’re in the 21st
century where a lot of things
are digital; why can’t we
take advantage of using
something that is electronic,
but also is cheap enough for
students to use?”
Professors believe the
advantages of online
textbooks expand much
further than their
affordability.
“When you’re looking at

See Textbooks, A3
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Junior Tayler Moses throws a pie in Edinboro President H. Fred Walker’s face.

‘Pies for Pat’ event raises money for nonprofit
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Last week, the Alpha Phi Omega (APO)
fraternity held a fundraiser called “Pies for
Pat” where students could pay to throw a
pie in the face of one of the brothers of the
fraternity.
In addition, students could donate money
into jars that corresponded with three faculty
members: art professor Jeremy Galante,
social work professor Jessica Hippely, or

The Arts

university President H. Fred Walker.
The faculty member who collected the
most money in their jar by Thursday was
pied in the face outside the student center
the same day. According to APO member
Laken Enssle, Walker won by a landslide and
was pied in the face by junior Tayler Moses.
The co-ed service fraternity held the event
in order to raise money for its recently lost

See Pies for Pat, A3
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Brenda Abreu-Baker and Ashley Wessel discuss how to sign up for summer courses.
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Dr. Lee Williams prefers to be addressed by his first name in the classroom.

Learning Commons Toolshed Seminar Students play the name game:
gives insight to 2017 summer courses Professors talk nickname preferences
By Madi Gross
Staff Writer

The Learning Commons on the second
floor of the Baron-Forness Library is home
to many different resources. This semester,
for example, the Learning Commons has
housed the learning seminars developed to
help students with questions about scheduling
summer courses.
On April 12, the Academic Success Center
hosted the next session in their seminar
series, titled, “Measuring Your Options for
Summer Courses.” This seminar, led by
academic success coordinators Brenda AbreuBaker and Ashley Wessel, gave students
insight on how to register for Edinboro’s
summer courses.
The seminar covered topics such as how
to use DegreeWorks, where to look up major
program sequence reviews and how to fill
out the summer financial aid application. In
addition, the coordinators explained how to
find the core classes an individual needs to
take, find curricular requirements and fill out
the consortium agreement.
Abreu-Baker and Wessel stressed the
importance of students knowing that summer
sessions are similar to fall or spring sessions,
only within a shorter time frame. One must
have a 2.0 overall GPA to take them and any
grades students will receive would count
towards the spring 2017 semester. They also
explained to the students that all typical
academic standards apply to the summer
sessions such as the grade and curriculum
policies.
The coordinators also explained how to find
out if credits from a course taken at another
university would transfer to Edinboro. On
Edinboro’s website homepage, there is a
section that says “Transfer Students” within

the “Admissions” drop-down box. Within this
section is a link to a website that will list all
of the schools and courses where credits will
transfer to Edinboro.
“This (the seminar) was designed (to
inform) students that they could take summer
classes and how to do so,” said Abreu-Baker.
She continued: “One of the things that
we at the learning commons want to let
students know is that there is a learning
course sequence and that there are winter and
summer courses available for students who
may need to catch up on those classes or who
may want to get ahead.”
Jelena Vucenovic, a sophomore planning
to be a physician’s assistant, attended this
seminar to find out more about how to
schedule summer courses. Vucenovic
expressed that this was the first of the
Learning Commons seminars that she had
attended. She said that she felt more confident
about scheduling for summer classes after
attending the seminar.
The summer sessions are split into three
different sections. The first session is being
held from May 22 to June 8. Within this
session, students can earn up to four credits
opposed to the eight credits students have the
opportunity to earn in the second and third
summer sessions. These sessions are being
held from June 12 to July 13 and July 17 to
August 16.
This was the last of the six seminars that
the Learning Commons will hold this spring.
Each seminar brought knowledge of different
topics to the students such as note taking and
organization, emotional intelligence, collegelevel exam programs, goal setting, and stress
reduction and career exploration.
Madi Gross can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

April 10 — In response to a report of the odor of marijuana at approximately 11:06 p.m., officers
reportedly found Brandon Rios, 19, in Highlands 3, room 3250, in possession of a small amount of
marijuana and in possession of paraphernalia. Rios was criminally charged with both offenses.

By Nathan Hirth
Staff Writer

Many people have nicknames, and in most
cases they’re chosen by friends. Sometimes
they may be flattering, other times, less
so. But they can be signs of familiarity, or
informality.
“At one of the universities that I worked
at, students called me Dr. Gibby,” explained
communications professor Dr. Melissa
Gibson.
She has had numerous nicknames in her
20 years of teaching, with one of her current
names being Dr. G. Almost all are nicknames
with titles, a coming together of familiarity
and respect. “I like that sort of combination
of formality with informality.”
Some people may see titles as a sign of
respect, a way for students to show that they
understand the accomplishments of their
professors, whether they have a doctorate or
not.
“I do think that it’s more appropriate for
students to call professors by a title, whether
it’s Doctor or professor,” Gibson said.
“Because I feel like the person has earned a
certain title.”
Though, sometimes a title may itself
become a nickname. This is something that
Dr. Patricia Claster has experienced. Since
both she and her husband are professors in
the sociology department, students may find
themselves taking classes with two different
Dr. Clasters.
“I know that students have called me the
Mrs. Dr. Claster,” she said. “And that’s fine.”
Claster prefers that students do not call her
by just her first name. She explained, “It’s not
respectful.”
However, not all professors feel the same
way about this. Dr. Lee Williams, for one,
prefers for students to call him by his first
name.
“I think that sometimes these titles
reinforce hierarchy, and we’re going to try
and break some of that hierarchy down in
here,” he explained.
Though not all students are comfortable
with leaving his title out, so they find ways of
combining his formal title with the informal

way he prefers to be addressed. “I’ll get
Professor Lee a fair bit, or Dr. Lee,” Williams
continued. “That’s an interesting way to sort
of come up with what you want to use in this
moment. And of course, I’m very comfortable
with any or all of them.”
One graduate student, Dottie Noel, said
that even if asked to call a professor by their
first name, it would still take her a while to
become comfortable with it.
“We’re so trained,” she said. “We’re in
grade school and even if we can’t say the
teacher’s name, they just shorten it to like Mr.
P., or Mrs. M., but it’s still making sure you
have that formal title in there.”
She continued: “And of course, building
relationships makes it much easier for a level
of informality to be used. You have to build
that relationship based off of the relationship
you have with them in the teaching
environment as a student and as a professor.
Because that’s where it starts.”
Dr. Ivan Chompalov is one prime example
of this. “Some students… if I come to know
them because we have conversations or
they come during office hours,” he said,
“sometimes they call me Dr. Chomps.”
He continued: “Very few of them become
so informal. Like some people say, after
having minored in me for a while, then
they can just call me Chomps. Which is
very informal, but that’s usually in informal
conversations, outside of class.”
Setting is considered important by many
professors in regard to formality and that
goes beyond just using nicknames. Professor
Umeme Sababu is one professor who doesn’t
go by a nickname. His preference is usually
towards more formality in how his students
address him.
“Once a student becomes close with a
professor, then outside the classroom they’ll
say Umeme, but usually that’s in a more
informal setting,” he said.
“In the office, of course, we would revert
back to the formality of it,” Sababu continued.
This goes to show that the level of
formality with which professors like to
interact with the students can vary greatly.
Nathan Hirth can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Borough Council approves
water authority line of credit
By Nathan Hirth
Staff Writer

On April 10, the Home Rule Borough of
Edinboro council assembled with Edinboro
professor Dr. Bridget Jeffery’s “State and
Local Government” class in attendance for
a class assignment. Mayor Mary Ann Horne
welcomed them at the beginning of the
meeting.
The largest item on the agenda for
the evening was Ordinance 606 and the
accompanying guarantee agreement with
the Edinboro Water Authority. Solicitor Tim
Wachter described it as, “a million dollar,
essentially a revolving line of credit. So that
they’re (the Water Authority) going to be able
to pay their expenses while they’re waiting
for reimbursement.”
This means if the water authority is unable
to make a payment to the bank from which
they have a loan, then the borough will make
the payment. Then, the water authority will
repay the borough. This was done so that the
water authority could receive a better rate on
its loan.
The meeting then proceeded to the

manager’s report, which was given by
the Interim Borough Manager Jason
Spangenberg. It was announced that there
was a closing on the sale of 122 Harrison
Drive, and now the borough no longer has
property that it needs to sell.
It was also announced that Kevin Opple,
the new borough manager, is expected to
begin his new position on April 24. He and
his family are moving from Washington state.
A meet and greet with him is scheduled for
April 27.
Finally, the new bike racks for the borough,
which have been being discussed for a year,
have been completed.
“They just need to be picked up, and
hopefully we can coordinate that within
the next month to have them installed,”
Spangenberg explained.
The borough council meetings are open
to the public and are held the second
Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the
council chambers of the Edinboro Municipal
Building.
Nathan Hirth can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.
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Edinboro history professors lecture on WWI
By Hannah McDonald
Voices Editor

On Tuesday evening, Hendricks Hall had a full classroom. A
mix of students and community members gathered at 6:30 p.m.,
April 11, in classroom G56 to hear Edinboro University professors
lecture on World War I.
The event, hosted by history professors Dr. Ihor Bemko and Dr.
Leo Gruber, was held to commemorate the 100-year anniversary
of the U.S. entering the Great War. On April 6, 1917, President
Woodrow Wilson declared war on Germany. This effectively
engaged the nation in what would come to be known as the First
World War.
Bemko began the presentation and spoke for about 30 minutes
about what led up to the beginning of the war and the actions that
spurred U.S. engagement. In his quirky, joking lecture style that
many students are acquainted with, Bemko told the story of rising
European tensions.
“By the middle of August, 1914, we got England, we got France,
we got Russia on one side. And then on the other side, we got
Germany, Austria and the Ottoman Empire,” Bemko said.
Bemko explained these tensions could have been left to build
across the Atlantic, but the U.S. had a special interest in the war
from the beginning.
“What’s the big deal for America,” Bemko asked. “Well, the big
deal is that trade has been cut off between the United States and
the central powers.”
It was not this economic interest alone though that caused
the U.S. to enter the war. Bemko noted that instead, it was the
bombing of the Lusitania, which killed over 100 Americans, that
led the Wilson to declare war on Germany.
After the declaration of war and in the years following, Wilson
repeatedly sided with the British and villainized Germans.
“The people that are running the country like President Wilson,
like J.P. Morgan, the great merchant banker, they all love the
British,” Bemko said. “Interestingly enough, they think that the
country that gave us Bach, Beethoven, Brahms, Wagner — you
name it — the stuff we call classical music . . . those people are
uncivilized.”
This transitioned into the second part of the presentation done

Pies for Pat
From A1
alumnus, Pat Coggins, who died in February.
“He (Pat) was a brother of Alpha Phi
Omega and avid sports fan,” said Enssle. “In
his passing, Pat and his family requested that
donations be made to an organization called
Champions for Life, a nonprofit specializing
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Edinboro University professor Dr. Ihor Bemko (above) began the World War I lecture and spoke throughout the night.
by Gruber. The focus of the latter half of the lecture was on the
effect of World War I on German-Americans. He began by asking
the group of listeners if they could think of any popular public
celebrations of German heritage or culture in the U.S. today.
Someone suggested Oktoberfest.
Gruber continued: “Oktoberfest is one. Is that all we have left
over? That’s kind of a direct result of World War I and World War
II and the anti-German sentiment.”
Oktoberfest was the only answer Gruber got, and it proved his
point that WWI greatly silenced German culture across the U.S.
Wilson’s continued dislike of the Germans led to the renaming
of many German foods to “American” versions — i.e. the Liberty

in adaptive sports.”
The event raised approximately $110, and
APO pledged to match up to that total.
If you are interested in joining APO or
would like APO to help with a service event,
please contact Enssle at le134096@scots.
edinboro.edu.
Dakota Palmer can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.
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Sandwich (formerly and currently the hamburger).
The government and public opinion of simple acts like this
and the continuation of the belief that Germans were monsters
for their actions in war was the result. The consequences of this
remain today, Bemko and Gruber pointed out.
“So, basically the tradition has been our leaders decide and we
sort of lumber on behind them. From my perspective, that’s the
lesson of the Great War,” said Bemko during his closing remarks.
“Not a particularly uplifting one, but history is not, for the most
part, an uplifting story. It’s all about people,” Bemko concluded.
Hannah McDonald can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.
com.

Textbooks
From A1
an online (website) version rather than a PDF
copy of a textbook, you can constantly update
those. So there’s always a new edition available
whenever they do their updates,” said Wolbert.
“Another thing is that there’s links to videos
and other electronic (resources) that you
wouldn’t have access to or have to type in when
using a hardbound textbook.”
Wolbert continued: “I also like that I can
easily pull up the textbook on the projector in
class as something I can reference in my actual
teaching. And when I’m teaching an online
course I can just use my SMART Podium and
write directly on the book.”
However, the affordability, ease of access and
flexibility of online textbooks doesn’t mean that
professors have seen an increased engagement
of materials in students who already have
preconceived notions about a subject.
“In my years of teaching it seems that
students, not all, but a lot don’t seem to see
math textbooks as a good resource for them to
use,” Wolbert said.
“One of my course objectives is that students
learn how to read a textbook, and I find that
students who actually print out the sections
and take notes on them do better than students
who don’t,” he said.
A freshman Biology major at Edinboro
University, who preferred to be kept
anonymous, admitted to not seeing much value

out of the online textbook use in his chemistry
class. “I don’t really use the online materials
other than to do homework.”
“I’ve noticed that students try to do
everything in their heads instead of writing
it all down as they would have when using an
actual textbook,” said Wolbert.
Olin also noticed a decrease in student use
once the textbook transferred from physical to
online: “I started using the online OpenStax
chemistry textbook last semester, and I’ve
noticed that students use of the textbook has
decreased.”
Despite the cons, professors have been
requesting e-textbooks at an increased rate and
bookstores have begun to see an increase in the
sales of online textbooks.
Edinboro University Bookstore Manager
Ray Fisher said, “We don’t have the numbers,
but I generally have noticed an increase in the
amount of instructors who have asked us to
source materials that are available online or as
an e-textbook.”
“We aim to give students as many choices
as possible,” Fisher said. “That’s why when
e-textbooks are available for the textbook that
an instructor has requested, we make that
available to students. And that obviously is
easier on students monetary wise.”
With the increasing number of professors
assigning e-textbooks, regular textbooks might
be gone for good.
Shayma Musa can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.
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Adjusting The Ballast: The Work of Michael Rader
Photos: Madi Gross

PINg! A thesis exhibition ‘The Founder’ serves up a ‘Mickey D’ minus

by royce hilderbrand

Photos: Madi Gross

By Gabriel Hypes

Assistant Arts Editor
When I first heard of “The Founder,” I
was immediately reminded of recent films
of the same genre.
“The Social Network” is a movie that I
can go back to and watch many times and
still enjoy. Even “Steve Jobs,” a movie that
was not quite as praised, still found its
place as a solid, interesting, “inspired by
real events” drama.
“The Founder” also found a spot to land
on this spectrum, but was more of a crash
landing into boredom and annoyance.
It tells the story of how one of the biggest
food chains in the world became just that.
Ray Kroc (Michael Keaton) is a salesman
who stumbles on brothers Mac (John
Carroll Lynch) and Dick McDonald (Nick
Offerman) after making a sale to them.
From there, Kroc finds out about a
new type of restaurant the McDonalds
had invented. Kroc decides to go into
business with them, franchising their small
restaurant to the rest of the country.
Having conflicts come up in a film is a
critical part of any narrative. Conflicts arise
and resolution follows most of the time.
In “The Founder,” conflict keeps coming,
but we never actually get any resolution;
it kind of just goes away in the very next
scene as if it was a TV sitcom.
For example, I was watching “Malcolm
in the Middle” after finishing the movie.
There was a scene in which one of the main
characters had all the hair on his body
shaved off, including his eyebrows.
As the next episode started, all his hair
was back to normal length, even though it
was supposed to be just a few days later.
What I’m trying to get at is the conflict
resolution was somehow, quite similar.
There was a part in the film that seemed
like a real problem; one of the chains

started getting away from the traditional
model of McDonald's and started selling
fried chicken and corn.
The restaurant was also a mess and
attracted a less-than-desirable crowd that
the chain was not used to.
This was a huge issue for a whole five
minutes until we never heard about it
again. The film carried on as if nothing was
wrong.
It might sound like I’m overreacting
to something like this, but it seemed like
scene after scene this was happening;
huge conflict would be introduced, then
disappear in the next scene.
It felt like I was watching a cold open for
a TV show.
“The Founder” just felt like Michael
Keaton driving across the country, not
really doing anything the entire movie, just
filling time with montage after montage.
But besides being completely boring and
often annoying, there are some bright spots
in the film.
Michael Keaton shows he is still at
the top of his career and I thoroughly
enjoyed the McDonald brothers played by
Offerman and Carroll Lynch.
I felt the pain of the brothers, while
they deal with Kroc trying to steal their
business; they were a shining pair in an
otherwise poor film.
“The Founder” could have been
something special.
The story of how McDonald's became
the juggernaut of fast food chains sounds
like an interesting story.
Unfortunately, a boring script that tried
to pack too much in makes “The Founder”
a forgettable experience in a competitive
genre.
Gabriel Hypes can be reached at
ae.spectator@gmail.com.
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Record Store Day is an
annual, worldwide celebration of
independent record stores, music
and vinyl. These are our staff picks
for our most anticipated releases
this year, the 10th anniversary of
Record Store Day.
The full list of releases
can be found at
recordstoreday.com
Daya
From A1
soulful, powerful female vocalists. I try to
kind of channel that and make it into my
own unique sound.”
Just after her 18th birthday, Daya received
her Grammy nomination for the song “Don’t
Let Me Down,” a collaboration with The
Chainsmokers, for “Best Dance Recording.”
The announcement came as Daya was still
asleep in her hotel room.
“It was crazy. It’s just something you can
never get used to,” she said. “It was like, ‘I’m
a Grammy-nominated artist’; it’s such a high

honor at such an early point in my career. I
was just so grateful for the support. It was
a crazy day.” A fan of artists like Childish
Gambino and Khalid, Daya says she would
love to work with them, as well as Chance the
Rapper in the future.
Following her show at Edinboro, Daya
headed out to California for a performance
at Coachella. “I’m performing with Griffin,
our new song ‘Feel Good’ that’s out now,”
she said. “I’m also excited to see Lady Gaga’s
performance.”
Daya’s album is available on Apple Music
and Spotify.
Kimberly Firestine can be reached at
musics.spectator@gmail.com.
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By Britton Rozzelle
Executive Editor

“‘Wolves’ by Idiot Pilot
changed my life,” I said to
myself, rather loudly (probably)
at what was likely too-early-inthe-morning after a long night
trying to mathematically and
spiritually deduce what album
had, actually, changed my life
the most.
In my mind, you had things
like “Party for the Grown
and Sexy” from You, Me, and
Everyone We Know, which I
had listened to more than I
should admit here, or “A Fever
You Can’t Sweat Out,” (it was
hard being a spiritual emo kid
in 5th grade guys) which are
both equally important to my
musical upbringing, but not
to the same extent as “Wolves”
was.
When I first discovered it I
was 13, a really terrible and
impressionable age for a child
to be, especially for one that
had bounced around schools
and districts for most of my
life. Things eventually settled
down by the time I got into
middle school, but until then,
all I really had was a small
handful of friends and music.
I never really fit in until my

mid-teens, but music did a
lot for me in those years, and
it started my habit of literally
always having something
playing at all times (sorry
roommates, both future and
former).
One day, after what was a
particularly stressful algebra
test, I angstfully accessed the
You, Me, and Everyone We
Know channel on last.fm, and
heard “Retina And The Sky,”
a match that I still don’t quite
understand given how different
the two bands are. Let’s chalk it
up to fate.
It got me. Or rather, I got it.
“Wolves” quickly became
my go-to for events in my life,
from the good to the bad and
everything in-between, and
led me to a lot of things I still
listen to today like Deftones
and Pinback (who, I later
discovered, all toured together
while I was still in elementary
school and didn’t know good
music). Tracks like “Theme
From The Pit” (listen to that
guitar in the last minute) and
“Recurring Dream” (one of my
all-time favorite songs) have
this otherworldly, melodic
structure that has awed me to
this day, and there’s frankly

nothing that I’ve heard since
that sounds truly similar.
Tracks like “Planted in the
Dark” were sonically busy,
livid and standoffish, but next
to the sultry and bright “Cruel
World Enterprise,” stood out as
marvels of modern songwriting
(they still do, frankly).
I think what always
draws me back to “Wolves,”
aside from just how
incomprehensibly strong it is,
is the fact that Michael Harris
and Daniel Anderson (now
producing music as Glowbug)
were in high-school at the time,
and were still able to make an
album so moving and beautiful
to middle-school me. It was
inspiring and taught me to
never give up on doing what
I want to, as cheesy as that
sounds.
No matter what happened,
through teenage drama,
depression and stress, I told
myself to “see the day turning
bright up ahead.”
I owe a lot of my formative
years to this band, and I think
I ultimately made the right
choice.
Britton Rozzelle can be
reached at edinboro.spectator@
gmail.com.
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Expansion is affecting Coachella
By Mikael Wood
Los Angeles Times

Laugh/Riot presents ‘Trojan
Women,’ their final show at EU
By Anna Ashcraft

Managing Editor | Features
Laugh/Riot’s final performance at Edinboro
University will be “Trojan Women,” a modern take
on an ancient Greek tragedy focused on the fate of
the women of Troy after the Trojan War.
Laugh/Riot has been the resident theatre troupe
at EU for the last five years. Rob Connick, director
of “Trojan Women” and Laugh/Riot artistic
director told The Spectator that after five years,
Laugh/Riot will not be renewing their contract
with the university.
Connick cleared up some points about Laugh/
Riot’s decision to leave EU. “We chose not to
renew our contract, they didn’t cut our funding;
we have never been funded by the university.
We have reached a point that we can’t continue
without some financial support. It’s at a point
where we would both like to continue, but it
wasn’t financially viable for either side.”
He continued: “So we are leaving — not happy
— but at peace with the decision. The university
seems to have goodwill towards it. I don’t want
people to blame this on the administration. They
did not look at us and pull anything away from us;
they are just not able to help us continue.”
The final performance of Laugh/Riot will
certainly not mean the end for theatre at
Edinboro. The Edinboro University Players (UP),
Alpha Psi Omega (APO) and Dramatic Activities
have been and will continue to put on plays.
Connick also mentioned he will not be
returning as a professor; instead, Professor Shaun
Taylor will be returning full-time next year. He
reiterated that the theatre department is not
experiencing cuts and nothing in the program is
changing in any way.
“Trojan Women” is an ancient Greek tragedy
focused on the fate of the women of Troy after
the defeat of the Trojans by the Greeks during the
Trojan War.
With all the men in the city dead, the women
were all basically rounded up, taken and enslaved.
The play runs 90 minutes with no intermission
and is rated “R” for mature audiences for scenes of
violence, abduction and enslavement.
“I am excited that this is the way we’re ending,
because our first fully staged production was a
Greek adaption with Prometheus reimagined.
So, to be ending with another Greek, I think
bookends our time here pretty nicely,” Connick
said.
Connick’s adaptation is a modern take that
involves three different adaptations put together:

“A translation of the script from the ‘50s, a
modern translation that is about 10 years old, and
excerpts from CNN transcripts from survivors
from genocide recently,” he said.
In Connick’s adaptation, women play the
soldiers. “It adds a little bit of a different dynamic
to see women being forced to treat other women
this way in the name of war and greed,” Connick
said.
Montana Sertz, who plays the guard Rayanne in
the play, talked about the difficulty of performing
in a dark, tragic production. “The hard part of this
play for a lot of people was emotion. It’s a long play
and every ounce of your emotion has to be put
into it.”
“I, the entire time have to be angry. I have to
get my blood pumping, whereas the [Trojan]
women the whole time, they have to be crying
and devastated. It’s an emotionally and mentally
draining show for the actors,” she continued.
Eric Reiche, who plays Poseidon, and Erika
Krasneski, playing Athena, talked about the
dynamics of the gods in the story. The gods
introduce and conclude the performance with a
narrative explaining the story.
Reiche and Krasneski spoke about some themes
of the play, including the perils of war and greed.
Reiche said, “The fact that he [Connick] turned
this play into this whole new take makes it more
refreshing and more tragic that these women are
telling these stories about their bodies, their lives,
everything they knew being taken from them
and being forced away. “Having women on top of
that being forced to pull that hand to change their
lives, and kill their family members, it just kind of
adds a whole other dark layer to this.”
“If you thought that a Greek tragedy couldn’t
get any more tragic, introduce it to Rob’s flare of
making darker things as dark as possible,” Reiche
continued, while lightly chuckling.
Krasneski also talked about the dynamics of the
show, stating, “Both of the gods who were on the
Greek side, Hera and myself [Athena], were both
women, goddesses; it’s kind of a double layer of
irony that these Trojan women were suffering at
the hands of other women.”
The show runs April 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 and 29
at 7:30 p.m. The show also runs April 23 and 30
at 2:30 p.m. in Diebold Center for the Performing
Arts. Tickets are $10 for general admission, $5 for
EUP faculty, staff and non-EUP students, $3 for
EUP students, and $5 for seniors.
Anna Ashcraft can be reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com.

"Don't be scared I've done
this before," Lady Gaga told
the massive crowd gathered
for her Saturday night
headlining set at the Coachella
Valley Music and Arts Festival.
And, sure, this was hardly the
Super Bowl halftime veteran's
first experience before a live
audience numbering in the
tens of thousands.
But the performance did
mark Lady Gaga's debut at
America's highest-profile
music festival, held every
spring for nearly two decades
on the sprawling grounds of
the Empire Polo Club in Indio.
It also opened a new chapter
for Coachella, which has long
hesitated to book a current
pop superstar for its gigantic
main stage.
Once known for presenting
edgy alternative rock and
dance music, the annual desert
blowout has moved gradually
toward the mainstream as its
size, prestige and reputation
as an upscale celebrity magnet
have grown.
Madonna famously
performed in one of the
festival's tents in 2006, and last
year Rihanna dropped in for a
surprise appearance with the
EDM star Calvin Harris.
Yet for this year's edition
which ran Friday to Sunday
and will repeat this weekend
Coachella's deep-pocketed
promoter, the AEG-owned
Goldenvoice, dramatically
expanded the scale of its
flagship event, adding 20 acres
to the festival site and getting
the OK from city officials to
boost capacity from 99,000
to 125,000 people. (Tickets,
which sold for a minimum
of $399 each, sold out well in
advance.)
As a result, perhaps
organizers felt they needed
an especially splashy name to
meet the demands of those
dimensions. Indeed, Saturday's
original headliner was to be
the world's most beloved
pop star: Beyonce, who after
announcing she was pregnant
pulled out of the show in
February on the advice of her
doctor.
So how did this supersize
Coachella go down?
For starters, Radiohead
encountered a serious
technical difficulty a rarity
at this carefully executed
production when the sound
system cut out repeatedly
during the British art-rock
band's headlining set Friday
night. (The festival's third
headliner, Compton, Calif.,
rapper Kendrick Lamar, was
scheduled to perform late
Sunday, past deadline for this
article.)
After exiting the stage in
visible frustration, frontman

Thom Yorke returned and
addressed the mishap with his
signature deadpan humor.
"Can you actually hear me
now?" he asked. "I'd love to tell
you a joke, lighten the mood,
something like that. But this is
Radiohead."
Then he added an
unprintable phrase reminding
us that lightening the mood
isn't in the nature of a group
whose music is haunted
by thoughts of technology
turning against its makers.
Though the sound
system held out from then
on, Radiohead never quite
recovered from the distraction.
The band's performance, filled
with oldies such as "Creep"
and "Paranoid Android," felt
deflated, as though Yorke and
his mates had lost their nerve.
Lady Gaga had trouble too.
After starting powerfully
with a series of tunes "John
Wayne," "Born This Way,"
"Sexxx Dreams" that vividly
expressed her cartoon-rebel
intensity, the singer's concert
slowed to a crawl when she sat
down behind a keyboard and
transformed her ecstatic "The
Edge of Glory" into a dreary
piano ballad.
Elsewhere, she took
advantage of Coachella's
attention-getting platform
by playing a new single, "The
Cure," for the first time in
public. But if the song was
intriguing it leaves behind
the rootsy vibe of last year's
"Joanne" album for a proudly
synthetic '80s-era sound Lady
Gaga cheapened the moment
with her show-closing
announcement that the track
was available to buy on iTunes.
While Coachella isn't
allergic to marketing (see its
branded beauty bar, among
other accouterments), nobody
should have to pay $399 to feel
advertised to.
Never an easy event to
summarize given the number
of acts it hosts, it resisted even
more the application of a
single idea about Where Music
Is Right Now.
And that's a good thing: As
digital streaming has increased
access to virtually all recorded
sound, it's a thrill to be at a
festival that reproduces the
breadth of viewpoints waiting
to be summoned on an app on
your phone.
In its impressive variety
from the Atlanta rapper
Gucci Mane to the old-time
Preservation Hall Jazz Band
to the Australian sampling
wizards in the Avalanches
Coachella may feel less
meticulously curated than
it once did, but it also
understood that there is no
single idea about music.
That said, story lines
emerged. Among them was
the revival of blue-eyed soul

singing, as seen in strong
showings by Bon Iver, Mac
DeMarco and Francis and the
Lights, a true pop eccentric
who combines David Byrne's
herky-jerk dance moves with
the slick, exuberant vocals of
Steve Winwood.
During a late-afternoon
set by the jazz-funk bassist
Thundercat, a real-deal
proponent of the style
Michael McDonald even
turned up to do the Doobie
Brothers' deathless "What a
Fool Believes."
Bon Iver touched on
another identifiable theme a
preoccupation with the ways
humans and machines are
merging as did the popular
rappers Future and Travis
Scott; all three men used
software to process organic
sounds, including their own
voices, sometimes beyond
recognition.
For the last five years or so,
crowd patterns at Coachella
have made an implicit
argument that dance and hiphop have pushed aside rock at
the center of pop culture. And
certainly the enormous crowds
that materialized for Future,
Gucci Mane and DJ Snake
made it clear that those genres
continue to thrive.
But although Radiohead
played to a surprisingly
small audience one that
grew smaller with each
technological malfunction
middlebrow guitar bands such
as Bastille, Car Seat Headrest
and Local Natives pulled fans
in numbers that suggested
rock isn't dead yet (even if the
groups' lackluster music was
less convincing).
Coachella also maintained
its belief in the value of a
surprise cameo at a moment
when many people seem to
show up for real-world events
just so they can post about it
on social media.
Beyond McDonald, Drake
and Ty Dolla Sign put in
unannounced appearances
that quickly ricocheted across
Instagram; the rap trio Migos,
which wasn't officially on the
bill, did its viral hit "Bad and
Boujee" twice within a couple
of hours, first during Future's
set and later with DJ Snake
(who also brought out Lauryn
Hill to sing several Fugees
classics).
Yet nothing that happened
at the temporary civilization
that is Coachella came at the
expense of anything else;
no wild musical moment,
however tweeted-about,
canceled out any other.
But off in the distance
you could also see figures
wandering around in ones
and twos folks uninterested in
what a famous pop star was
doing and eager to find some
stimulation for themselves.
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Across
1 Word with ball or driver
6 Great Salt Lake state
10 Sharp knocks
14 1971 Clapton classic
15 Pre-Columbian prefix
with America
16 Director Kazan
17 Mega-mall convenience
20 Horror director Craven
21 Foot or inch, e.g.
22 Founder of Taoism
23 Has office hours
24 Bro and sis
25 Small-time bad guy
31 Pueblo-dwelling people
32 "Whatever floats your
__"
33 Igor's workplace
35 Drops the ball
36 Shrimp relative
38 Adriatic resort
39 Federal hush-hush org.
40 Common-interest voting
group
41 State after North
Dakota, alphabetically
42 Office attire with a vest
47 Online auction site
48 Part of many old
German duchy names
49 Belief systems
52 Razor brand
53 Photo taker
56 Barbershop quartet
blend
59 Other, in Oaxaca
60 Moniker
61 Fountain drinks
62 Broadway offering
63 God with a hammer
64 Baker's dough raiser
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Down
1 Like snail-mail, compared
to email
2 Mr. Peanut prop
3 Deli breads
4 LLL
5 '60s dance
6 Calling balls and strikes
7 Exam
8 Fireplace remains
9 Ruffian
10 Share, as an internet
meme
11 Dismounted
12 Kegler's targets
13 "Parsley, __, Rosemary
and Thyme"
18 Getting the job done
19 Blue Ribbon brewer
23 Sacred bird of Egypt
24 Winter bank makeup
25 Partner of now
26 Bottom-of-the-barrel
27 Daytime TV celeb who
founded Harpo Productions
28 Beaded calculators
29 Root or Yale
30 Wheel spokes,
essentially
34 Cowboy's footwear
36 Agreeable
37 Stringy
38 Diet successfully
40 Jazz genre
43 Make a new sketch of
44 Bible book named for a
woman
45 Adored one, in Asti
46 Formerly in the military
49 Corp. fiscal execs
50 __ IRA
51 Continental coin
52 Prefix with sphere
53 Coca-__
54 "Carpenter" crawlers
55 Computer adventure
game
57 Cheerleader's word
58 Wisecracking West

Monday, April 17 — Sunday, April 23, 2017
Aries: March 21 — April 19
You're obsessed with issues of law and justice
as Saturn reminds you of minor slights and
problems from your past. If somebody hurt you
in a relationship, you'll be thinking about ways
to get revenge. Try to let it go.
Taurus: April 20 — May 20
You could discover somebody has a crush on
you. A flirty moon is enhancing your social life,
and you're meeting sexy and interesting people.
Maybe you'll connect with someone who shares
many of your interests.
Gemini: May 21 — June 21
Mars will be in your sign for the next few
weeks, and this will increase your physical
energy. If you're out of shape, this is a great
time to start a new physical fitness routine. If
you've been lazy and unmotivated, you'll have a
lot more focus and emotional energy.
Cancer: June 22 — July 22
The moon is opposite your sign, which
means you could be in a funky or stressed out
mood. Try not to freak out about the small
stuff. Take a break if you can. Get outside, pet a
cat, sniff some flowers. Visit a friend you can be
completely open with.
Leo: July 23 — Aug. 22
Communicator Mercury is moving into a
friendly sign, and this will make it easier for
you to make friends and influence people. If
you're single, you'll start meeting fun folks. If
you're involved with someone, you'll experience
a second honeymoon type of feeling.
Virgo: Aug. 23 — Sept. 22
You'll have a lot of energy over the next few
weeks as the sun moves into a friendly sign. It's
a great time to make a fresh start and to release
negative energy. Don't let anybody toxic hold you
back. Focus on making your dreams come true.

Libra: Sept. 23 — Oct. 23
You're getting closer to someone. Mars is
increasing your sense of connection to a friend,
family member or love interest. Maybe you'll
fall in love when you least expect it. Or maybe
you'll realize that someone in your life is a
platonic soul mate.
Scorpio: Oct. 24 — Nov. 2
You're getting more intense about somebody
in terms of how you relate to that person.
Maybe you are realizing that you really love
somebody, even if that isn't a romantic person
to you. Venus says you should go for it.
Sagittarius: Nov. 22 — Dec. 21
Mars is moving opposite your sign, and this
means you need to try to relax. Don't force a
result on a situation, especially if it's something
you can't control. Try to focus on laughter, fun,
hanging out with friends and enjoying your life.
Capricorn: Dec. 22 — Jan.19
You could be overly focused on your career
as Jupiter reminds you that you have a long way
to go. Don't pressure yourself so much. Hang
out with your sweetheart, share some nice
massages and give yourself permission to have
greater intimacy.
Aquarius: Jan. 20 — Feb. 18
A friendly moon is making you happy.
You'll be in the mood to joke with people.
Hang out with friends who heal your heart.
Spend time with your kids, your pets or your
closest confidants. Your heart is ready to take in
positive energy.
Pisces: Feb. 19 — March 20
You could feel disconnected from your
physical body, thanks to an intense moon.
You need to get outside and hug a tree, take
a walk or exercise at the gym. If you're in a
relationship, enjoy some sexy times with your
honey.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Open Mic Night
Poetry or Prose
April 27 | 8 to 10 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

Al Stone Lecture Series
April 20 | 9:30 a.m.
Diebold Center
for the Performing Arts

Department of Geosciences
Earth Day Lecture
April 20 | 12:30 p.m.
Cooper Science Center — 173

Earth Day 5K
April 22 | Noon
EU Cross Country Course

Laugh/Riot presents “Trojan Women”
April 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 & 29| 7:30
p.m. | April 23 & 30 | 2:30 p.m.
Diebold Center
for the Performing Arts

C.O.R.E Earth Day Canoeing
& Clean Up
April 22 | All Day
Frank G. Pogue Student Center
Climbing Gym

In The Community
UPB Presents: Trip to
Pirates vs. Yankees
April 23 | 10:30 a.m.
PNC Park, Pittsburgh

Astronomy Open House:
Great American Eclipse
April 24 | 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Penn State Behrend, Erie

Qi Gong Workshop
April 20 | 10 a.m. to Noon
Blasco Memorial Library, Erie

“Halfway to Halloween”
Haunted History Tours
April 21 | 7 p.m.
The Brewerie at Union Station, Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week

Star Wars: Rogue One

SHOWTIMES:

April 19 to 23
Wednesday & Thursday: 8 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 5 & 8 p.m.
Sunday: 2 p.m.
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Lacrosse
falls in OT

Baritot leads the way, qualifying in
four events for the PSAC championship

By Dan Graham

EU Sports Information

Scots split double-header vs
Rock B3

Photo: EU Sports Information — Hayley Pennesi

Eugene Baritot clears the water pit at the Bison Classic during the 3,000-meter steeplechase.

By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Edinboro track and field covered
some ground this weekend as
they competed in three separate
invitationals; the Mondschein Multi,
the Bison Outdoor Classic and
the Walsh Invitational. Each meet
showcased a different portion of the
team, whether it was the multiathletes, distance runners, or fieldfocused competitors.
Four school records fell on the
weekend, all on the women’s side, who
continue to enhance their side of the
Edinboro track and field history.
On April 14, seven Scots made the
trip to Lewisburg, Pennsylvania for
the Bison Outdoor Classic hosted by
Bucknell University. Eight athletes
would compete and six would walk
away with standout performances.
Specifically, two came from the same
event, the 3,000-meter steeplechase,
where Eugene Baritot and Kasey Jones
took over the top spots in the PSAC.
Baritot also reached the provisional
qualifying time for the NCAA
Division II National Championships
with his time of 9:05.64.
Other notable performances came
from the 5,000 and 10,000-meter

runs where Edinboro put forth four
athletes. Senior Daniel Nowak had a
career day as he qualified for PSACs
in the 10,000-meter run with a time
of 32:53.17.
The final three men’s competitors
were in the seeded and unseeded
5,000-meter races. Jared Hallow and
Jon Gusew continued their current
quest to break the 15 minute barrier,
coming up just short as they finished
within one second of each other
while in separate races. Gusew’s time
of 15:03.09 will be one he looks to
improve on as he works towards
his own personal best. Hallow has
improved over and over again, still
looking to break 15 for the first time.
The next day would host the
majority of action for the Scots as they
took part in the Walsh Invitational.
Walsh’s own Cavaliers finished second
while Mount Union won, nearly
doubling the Cavalier’s total of 99
points.
Record breaking performances on
the women’s side came on the field
and on the track. Three of the records
that were broken came from athletes
who currently hold the record, while
the fourth came from true freshman
Samantha Seaburn in the hammer

throw.
Lisa Kossmann broke her record in
the 200-meter dash, placing second
overall for the event. Gabby Schultz
and Molly Regan also earned podium
spots with a win in discus from
Schultz and a third place finish from
Regan in pole vault.

School Records

Lisa Kossmann
200-Meter Dash — 25.05
Molly Regan
Pole Vault — 3.60 meters
Gabby Schultz
Discus — 44.46 meters
Samantha Seaburn
Hammer — 42.37 meters
Kossmann doubled at Walsh,
placing sixth in the 100-meter
dash with a time of 12.57 seconds.
Fellow sprinter Eve Gardner joined
Kossmann in the 200-meter dash with
her PSAC qualifying time.
Three members of the throwing
team kept their season rolling on
a high note as they earned PSAC
qualifying distances in five spots, two
of which came for the first time on the
season.

Men’s Tennis locks in #1
seed B3

Decathletes place in
Kutztown multi B3

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. (April
15, 2017) – A resilient Edinboro
women’s lacrosse team rallied from
a five-goal, first-half deficit at
Millersville on Saturday afternoon
to force overtime, tied at 10-10.
The comeback was thwarted,
however, by a free-position
Marauders goal from Sarah
Leverentz that saw the Fighting
Scots come up on the short end
of an 11-10 contest. Edinboro
dropped to 1-11 overall with an
0-8 PSAC record. Millersville
improved to 6-7 overall with a 3-5
league mark.
The Marauders opened the fray
scoring six first-half goals to take
a 6-1 lead, with Elysia Garland’s
score at 15:19 interrupting
Millersville’s scoring run. Emily
Peters cut the Ville’s lead to four
before the half with her 34th goal
of the year, assisted by Rachel
Olson that saw Edinboro, trail,
6-2, at intermission. The Fighting
Scots opened the second half
netting three of the first four goals
to cut Millersville’s lead to 7-5
with 24:06 to play.
Both sides exchanged goals
over the next several minutes.
With Edinboro down, 9-6, the
Scots rallied for three straight
goals to tie the match at 9-9 with
6:33 remaining. Olson scored the
first one off a free position, with
Peters and Garland providing the
remaining two. Callie Kavanaugh
put the Marauders back in front,
albeit briefly, on a score with 4:49
to play before Peters netted her
team-high fourth score of the day
nearly one minute later to send the
match to overtime tied at 10-10.
Saturday’s match marked
Edinboro’s first overtime
appearance since 2010. The

See Lacrosse, B3

For a man who transcended time, Jackie Robinson’s statue
at Dodger stadium is the first of a sequence to come
By Bill Shaikin and Mike
DiGiovanna
Los Angeles Times

After all the lovely words had been
spoken, the blue curtain raised, and
the majestic statue of Jackie Robinson
unveiled, his daughter reflected on a day
she called powerful and inspirational.
“It was wonderful,” Sharon Robinson
said, “to share that with Mom.”
Rachel Robinson is 94. She celebrated
Saturday by sharing stories with Vin
Scully, 89, and greeting three of her
husband’s former teammates: Don
Newcombe, 90, Tom Lasorda, 89, and
Sandy Koufax, 81.
Brooklyn’s Boys of Summer are deep
into their autumn. Rachel Robinson has
not been in the best of health this year,
and her children said they were pleased,
but not surprised, that she rallied to
take a place of honor during the statue
dedication in the afternoon and receive
a standing ovation from the Dodger
Stadium crowd in the evening.
“We’ve now come from Pasadena to
Brooklyn and back with the Dodgers,”
said Robinson’s son, David.
“To see that cycle in one’s life, and to
see that work honored and respected,
and to see the elders there who were
with her during those days, I think it
touches great memories for her and has
great significance and importance.”
Jackie Robinson grew up in
Pasadena, and he met his wife at UCLA
in 1941.
He retired before the Dodgers moved
to Los Angeles, but Dodgers co-owner
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Magic Johnson said team Chairman
Mark Walter promised Rachel five years
ago that the new owners would install a
Jackie Robinson statue.
“I’m more happy because of his
statue than the two I’ve got,” Johnson
said.
Johnson said Robinson and
Muhammad Ali had paved the way
for his success in sports and business.
Baseball’s drive for diversity remains a
work in progress, but Johnson smiled
broadly as Dodgers manager Dave
Roberts presented Rachel Robinson

with a framed picture of the sculpture.
The sculptor, Branly Cadet, is
African-American. Roberts is the first
African-American manager in Dodgers
history.
“You know that Jackie is just smiling
in heaven right now,” Johnson said.
Roberts makes it a point to check
in with each of his players every day,
helping them navigate emotional

See Robinson, B3

Photo: Tribune News Service

Jackie Robinson statue revealed at Dodger Stadium.
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Clippers even series in 99-91 victory over the Utah Jazz
By Broderick Turner
Los Angeles Times

Photo: Sports Information - Rylie Steiner

Fjelena Vucenovic returns a ball in a doubles match.

Scots lose to IUP in
PSAC tournament match
By Dan Graham

EU Sports Information
The Edinboro University women’s
tennis team made their first PSAC
Tournament appearance in 14
years on Tuesday, taking on 35thranked Indiana (Pa.) in the league
quarterfinals. The Fighting Scots,
seeded third in the PSAC West, fell to
the second-seeded Crimson Hawks
by a 5-0 score.
Edinboro now stands at 11-6,
and will await word on a possible
NCAA Atlantic Region Tournament
selection. Indiana (Pa.), now 17-5,
moves on to the PSAC Semifinals on
Friday, where they will take on West
Chester, the top seed in the PSAC
East, at Bloomsburg University. IUP
and the Boro were ranked second
and fifth, respectively, in the NCAA
Atlantic Region poll entering Tuesday,
with the Crimson Hawks also ranked
35th nationally by the ITA.
Head coach Lee Underwood’s team
qualified for their first conference
tournament since the program was
resurrected in 2011. The Fighting
Scots’ last tournament appearance
was in 2003, when every school
qualified. Both the Edinboro men’s
and women’s teams were discontinued
following that season.
IUP took the first two doubles
matches at the first and second spot,

but Edinboro’s tandem of Anastasiya
Dasik and Jelena Vucenovic
gave Sophie Butland and Katya
Minchenkova a tight battle on three.
The match went to a tiebreaker,
with the Fighting Scots coming up
just short. Indiana (Pa.) went on to
post victories in the second and fifth
singles spots to clinch the match.
Doubles Competition
1. Luise von Agris / Jarka
Petercakova (IUP) def. Laura Lopez /
Roxana Yeh (EDIN) 8-1
2. Rachel Wood / Raquel Gonzalez
(IUP) def. Julia Hellstern / Tatiana
Batalla (EDIN) 8-4
3. Sophie Butland / Katya
Minchenkova (IUP) def. Anastasiya
Dasik / Jelena Vucenovic (EDIN) 9-8
(5)
Singles Competition
1. Jarka Petercakova (IUP) vs.
Laura Lopez (EDIN) 6-2, 5-1 DNF
2. Luise von Agris (IUP) def. Julia
Hellstern (EDIN) 6-0, 6-2
3. Raquel Gonzalez (IUP vs.
Tatiana Batalla (EDIN) 6-1, 3-1 DNF
4. Roxana Yeh (EDIN) vs. Katya
Minchenkova (IUP) 6-4, DNF
5. Rachel Wood (IUP) def.
Anastasiya Dasik (EDIN) 6-3, 6-1
6. Sophie Butland (IUP) def. Jelena
Vucenovic (EDIN) 6-3, 2-0 DNF

A critical moment arrived sooner
than the Los Angeles Clippers expected,
putting the team in a tenuous state
that required an urgent response
Tuesday night in Game 2 of its Western
Conference playoff series.
So it truly was essential that the
Clippers were able to grind out a 99-91
win over the Utah Jazz at Staples Center
to ensure the best-of-seven first-round
series did not reach a dire point.
“We won so I would say we
responded,” Clippers coach Doc Rivers
said. “I liked our physicality tonight and
theirs too. It was a physical game. We
had 60 points in the paint and only eight
free throws.”
Losing the first game here, and homecourt advantage in the process, meant it
was imperative for the Clippers to even
the series 1-1.
Now they will hit the road and
attempt to reclaim home court,
beginning with Game 3 Friday night in
Salt Lake City. Game 4 will also be in
Utah.
“It’s a great arena,” Rivers said about
the Jazz’s home court. “It’s one of the few
basketball arenas. They are sitting right
on top of you. The fans are terrific there.
And the noise is not going to be for you.
“Having said that, I’ve never seen a

fan block a shot or get a steal. So at the
end of the day, it’s going to be only 10
guys out on the floor. You just got to
keep your composure and your trust.”
Chris Paul did yeoman work to
make sure the Clippers didn’t fall into
a hole, scoring nine of his 21 points
in the fourth quarter. He also had 10
assists and played his customary strong
defense, getting three steals.
His pass for a Blake Griffin threepointer increased the Clippers’ lead to
nine points late in the game. Then Paul
stole the ball from George Hill on the
next possession to basically seal the
game for the Clippers.
“He was good through adversity,
which I thought was really good,” Rivers
said about Paul, who had three fouls
in the first half that forced him to the
bench. “He got in foul trouble early. And
we weathered that storm as a team ... I
thought it never threw him off.”
Paul had more than enough help this
time around.
Griffin scored 24 points and DeAndre
Jordan had 18 points and 15 rebounds
before he fouled out with 52.2 seconds
left.
The Clippers had a better flow on
offense, making 52.4 percent of their
shots.
They took good care of the basketball,
turning it over just 11 times.
The Clippers made Utah All-Star

Gordon Hayward work for his 20 points,
holding him to five-for-15 shooting.
Joe Johnson, who hit the gamewinning shot for the Jazz in Game 1, had
13 points, but he was just six for 15 from
the field.
From the start, the Clippers made
sure they instigated the action, on
offense and defense.
And this time, the Clippers took
advantage of Jazz center Rudy Gobert’s
absence due to a hyperextended and
bruised left knee, going inside to big
men Jordan and Griffin on a regular
basis in the first half.
Jordan, as he often does, did his
damage mostly on lob dunks, scoring 14
points on seven-for-eight shooting in the
first half. He also had 10 rebounds and
one blocked shot before halftime.
Griffin had 13 points in the first half.
His only issue was being called for a
technical foul while sitting on the bench
with 3 minutes 39 seconds left in the
first quarter.
The Clippers built a 13-point lead in
the first half behind the play of Jordan
and Griffin.
But that lead was down to 79-70 at
the end of the third quarter, which let
the Clippers know they were going to
have to earn this victory because the Jazz
weren’t going away easily.

Photo: Tribune News Service

Forward Blake Griffin played a key role in the Clippers win as they look to gain control of the series.

The Fighting Scots celebrate after retiring the side.

Photo: Allison Duda

Softball splits double-header
By Mike Cammarano
Sports Writer

Edinboro softball went 1-1 during their
double header against Slippery Rock on Friday
afternoon. Edinboro moved to 13-14 on the
season, 4-6 in the PSAC and 1-5 at home.

Game One: Edinboro 3, Slippery Rock 2

With convenient scheduling and a wide range
of course offerings, EU summer sessions are
a great way to Catch Up, Keep Up and Get Ahead.
Courses available in Art, Business, Criminal Justice,
Education, History, Math, Psychology and more
No application fee
Classes both on-campus and online

2017 SUMMER SESSION SCHEDULE
First Session: May 22 – June 8
Second Session: June 12 – July 13
Third Session: July 17 – August 16

REGISTER THROUGH S.C.O.T.S. AT
MY.EDINBORO.EDU, OR CALL 732-3501
/Edinboro

@Edinboro

@EdinboroU

Edinboro picked up their first home win of
the season when they took this first game by a
score of 3-2.
Carly Nasca pitched a complete game, picking
up her fourth win of the season thanks to
some excellent fielding by her team and strong
pitching during the last couple of innings.
Slippery Rock’s Carly DeRose pitched 4.1
innings, allowing just two hits while striking out
six and walking four batters. Paige Flore gave up
two hits in 1.2 innings.
The first two innings started slow for both
teams. Slippery Rock opened the scoring during
the top of the third when Caitlin Baxter brought
Emily Nagle home on an RBI single up the
middle.
Edinboro answered right back, scoring three
of their runs in the fourth inning. Most of
the runs scored were the result of mistakes by
Slippery Rock. Singles from Brooke Callaghan
and Olivia Jankowski got the inning started.
Both runners advanced bases after wild
pitches from DeRose, allowing Jankowski to
score. Callaghan scored as Slippery Rock was
playing “pickle in the middle” with Abigail
Sallot. Sallot scored after Brittany Allen hit a pop
fly to center and Slippery Rock’s Emily Nagle got

blinded by the sun, causing her to drop the ball.
Edinboro finished the game with some solid
fielding. Slippery Rock was able to get another
run when Allen just missed a catch as the bases
were loaded. Edinboro won the game 3-2.

Game Two: Edinboro 2, Slippery Rock 3

Edinboro flipped scores in the second game
of the double header, losing 3-2 against Slippery
Rock Friday afternoon.
Kalet Lenart allowed one run on six hits in
3.1 innings, before reliever Amanda Metz came
in for relief. Metz is now 4-2 on the season after
allowing two runs on six hits in 4.2 innings.
Brooke Dawson earned her seventh win of the
season on the mound for Slippery Rock.
Caitlin Baxter picked up a RBI as she singled
to centerfield in the third inning, allowing Emily
Nagle to score, giving Slippery Rock a 1-0 lead.
Edinboro answered back in the bottom of the
fourth when Slippery Rock’s catcher made an
error, allowing Brooke Callaghan to tie it up, 1-1.
In the fifth inning, Lauren Hawley gave the
lead back to Slippery Rock after nailing a double
to left field, bringing Brown in for the score,
making it 2-1 Slippery Rock.
Neither Edinboro nor Slippery Rock could
finish the game in regulation, so they went on
to play extra innings. Slippery Rock was able to
win the game after Allie Fischer hit the game
winning RBI in the top of the eighth inning.
Dawson was able to put the game away after
going 1-2-3 in the bottom of the inning.
Edinboro looks to improve their record
Saturday in their double header against Seton
Hill.
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Drew Patrick’s NFL Mock Draft 1.0
Round 1 Pick 1 Cleveland Browns: Myles Garrett DE Texas A&M

Cleveland needs a lot of help, yes, and the Browns reportedly like Mitchell Trubisky. However, Cleveland should focus on the big uglies
up front. They can bolster the line in a huge way if they add Myles Garrett from Texas A&M.
I truly believe that Brock Osweiler can be a solid stop-gap QB for the 2017 Browns. The 2018 QB class is slated to be great and you
shouldn’t bring a new quarterback into a project franchise until you have a base you’re comfortable with.

Round 1 Pick 2 San Francisco 49ers: Solomon Thomas, DE, Stanford

There are a lot of rumors that the 49ers want to trade away pick number two, but with Kirk Cousins staying put (for now), I’d be
interested to see whom they pull in to deal. If they stay, it’s between Solomon Thomas or Mitchell Trubisky. I think much like the Browns,
the 49ers should build the defense that needs new blood upfront.

Round 1 Pick 3 Chicago Bears: Marshon Lattimore, CB, Ohio State

There will be a former Ohio State DB in Chicago. Whether that’s Lattimore or Malik Hooker, one will go here. The Bears did sign
Prince Amukamara this offseason, but he bests serves as a reserve. Lattimore has visited with the team and the fit makes sense in a
division with Aaron Rodgers and Matthew Stafford.

Round 1 Pick 4 Jacksonville Jaguars: Leonard Fournette, RB, LSU

I have my doubts about Fournette translating to the NFL, but the Jags really are fond of this guy. It may be the Tom Coughlin influence,
but adding talent around a sliding Blake Bortles may help in a noticeably weak division.
The Jags also have a young developing defense and should show growth this year.

Round 1 Pick 5 Tennessee Titans: Malik Hooker, S, Ohio State

The trade with the Rams pays off in spades as the Titans get a player being compared to Ed Reed. The Titans can feel comfortable with
Hooker’s injury status as they have a second 1st round pick, and Hooker’s upside is worth the risk.

Round 1 Pick 6 New York Jets: OJ Howard, TE, Alabama

The Jets aim to select the best player available, which happens to be Jonathan Allen and Jamal Adams. However they are stacked at the
D-line and are already trying to ship Sheldon Richardson. Howard is one of the best available and fits a need for the J-E-T-S.
Also look for the Jets to potentially trade back.

Round 1 Pick 7 Los Angeles Chargers: Jamal Adams, S, LSU

How fast could the Chargers sprint to the podium if Adams falls here? The Chargers get the third most talented player in the draft.
They wanted Hooker, but with him off the board, Adams is a perfect alternate.

Round 1 Pick 8 Carolina Panthers: Johnathan Allen, DE, Alabama

Julies Peppers and Charles Johnson won’t be around much longer and the Panthers have one of the top talents fall to them at 8. This is
definitely a trade-bait spot, especially if Fournette is off the table.

Round 1 Pick 9 Cincinnati Bengals: Reuben Foster LB, Alabama

Rey Maualuga is gone and you need to fill a hole at LB. Reuben Foster. He’s a player who plays with anger and would fit with the
Bengals. The other possibility at this spot is to potentially pick up a WR (Mike Williams) to pair on the other side of AJ Green.

Round 1 Pick 10 Buffalo Bills: Marlon Humphrey, CB, Alabama

Three straight and four out of the last five picks come from ‘Bama. The Bills must replace Stephon Gilmore and Humphrey fits that bill
with size and speed that should translate. The track record isn’t the best on Alabama CBs, but Humphrey could be the exception.

Round 1 Pick 11 New Orleans Saints: Derek Barnett, DE, Tennessee

Barnett might be the most underrated prospect in the draft. He had a quietly excellent season last year. The Saints are in dire need of
pass rush help and it would be a dream to get Barnett at 11.

Round 1 Pick 12 Cleveland Browns: Mitchell Trubisky, QB, North Carolina

“Have your cake and eat it too!” The Browns get a QB at 12. They have to be cautious and NOT PLAY Trubisky in his rookie
year. Osweiler and/or Kessler should play and they can actually develop a quarterback. The key to this is let the fans know about this
“Redshirt” immediately.

Round 1 Pick 13 Arizona Cardinals: Deshone Kiser, QB, Notre Dame

Carson Palmer isn’t getting any younger and Bruce Arians doesn’t mind gambling on a gunslinger. Kiser had a bad year and I have
concerns about struggles to win in college. He does check all the boxes that most scouts love (arm strength, size, etc.).

Round 1 Pick 14 Philadelphia Eagles: Christian McCaffrey, RB/WR, Stanford

First real surprise of the draft will be the Eagles picking up a player that could be the next Brian Westbrook. McCaffrey could be a
matchup nightmare, and replace an aging Darren Sproles.
Question: Will Philly fans be rowdier hosting the draft than New York?

Round 1 Pick 15: Indianapolis Colts: Takkarist McKinley DE/OLB, UCLA

Indy is in need of any defensive presence. They pick up a good edge rusher in McKinley. He’s been compared to Robert Mathis. The
Colts could perceivably go WR here and it wouldn’t surprise me if Mike Williams is on the board.

By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Men’s tennis edged out Erie rival Mercyhurst on
Wednesday, extending their current PSAC streak
of consecutive wins to 27 in a row. The diverse
cast of international students has continued to
be disruptive in the PSAC, leading the Fighting
Scots to their third consecutive regular season
title in the conference. After locking in the top
seed, Edinboro will be tasked with extending their
PSAC Championship run to four in a row.
“We have been dominant in the region and
nationally ranked a couple times over the past
couple of years,” said junior Vitor Albanese.
He continued, “I’m sure it makes the program
more attractive for new recruits.”
Edinboro has built a reputation of success over
the past few years. Head coach Lee Underwood
has been honored with “Coach of the Year” for
the PSAC four times in the past five years and is
in line for the honor again at the culmination for
this season.
Unlike the women, the men did not have the
opportunity to earn a home match with the best
record in the conference; their tournament will
begin immediately in Bloomsburg, where it will
end whether they win or not.
Along with recently defeated Mercyhurst,
Edinboro ranks in the top eight of the Atlantic
Region poll at third. In 2015, the two teams won
both of their first round region matchups. The
Lakers continued on, winning their second round
match, as well, followed by a loss in the round of
16. A similar scenario played out last year that saw

Edinboro topping Mercyhurst themselves as they
moved onto the round of 16, where they would
lose.
“It was a very close match and clearly showed
that they are ready to beat us. If we don’t step up
our game and play with enthusiasm they can put
us in a lot of trouble in the tournament,” Albanese
said.
Only one PSAC team has managed to move
past the round of 16 in the past 17 years. Edinboro
will look to change history, PSAC history.
“I think the key is to believe that we can beat the
top teams if we want to pass through the round of
16. If we don’t believe we can,we’re definitely not
gonna make it,” Albanese finalized.
The Scots will start the tournament against
fourth seeded Kutztown, a team they defeated
handily this season when they held them scoreless,
9-0. A deceiving score, Edinboro was challenged
throughout when second, third and fifth singles
all threatened for a third set. Both first and third
doubles also had their work cut out for them that
day, winning with scores of 8-6.
As the roster stands now, Edinboro’s singles
competitors are, in order: Vitor Albanese, Daniel
Fernandez, Mauricio Santos, Mateus Santos, Kevin
Mboko and Thomas McCoy. For doubles, the
three teams are: Vitor Albanese/Mateus Santos,
Daniel Fernandez/Kevin Mboko and Mauricio
Santos/Alexander Anderson.
Michael Lantinen can be reached at sports.
spectator@gmail.com
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Mateus Santos and Vitor Albanese walk off court during a side switch.

By Dan Graham

EU Sports Information

Day One

Edinboro men’s track and
field athletes Liam Cragg and
Matt Przybocki stand in sixth
and 11th place, respectively,
after five events to conclude
day one at the Mondschein
Multi, hosted by Kutztown
University. The second
and final day of the event
concludes tomorrow at 9:00
a.m., when the 23 athletes
compete in the final five
events.
Cragg stands in sixth place
with 3317 points, with his
highest performance coming
in the 100-meter dash,
earning 765 points with a
time of 11.44. The freshman
also picked up 755 points in
the long jump with a jump of
6.75m and 712 points in the
400-meter dash with a mark
of 52.29. 16622
Przybocki is 11th with 3168
points, earning his highest
point total in the high jump
with 696 points at a height
of 1.88m. The sophomore
also earned 695 points in the
100-meter run, clocking in at
11.79.
Cortland State has three
competitors in the top
four after the first day. Red
Dragons Jack Flood and
Connor Christopherson are
in the top two spots with
3609 points and 3566 points,
respectively. West Chester’s
Colin Vannicoli is third with
3412 points, while Cortland
State’s Brent Di Vittorio is
fourth with 3373 points.
The second day of the
Mondschein Multi will
consist of the 110-meter
hurdles, discus throw, pole
vault, javelin throw and
1500-meter run

Day Two

Edinboro University men’s
track and field freshman Liam
Cragg placed seventh on the

The rest of Drew’s mock draft can be found on Edinboronow.com

Men’s tennis PSAC, region preview

Liam Cragg sets multi
meet record in javelin

Lacrosse
From B1
Fighting Scots attempted just one shot in
the extra period to Millersville’s four, with
the Marauders’ final one, a free position
from Leverentz with 1:05 left, finding the
back of the net to seal the win. The women
were outshot, 30-23, but finished tied
with Millersville, 19-19, in shots on goal.
Edinboro won the draw control battle, 1410, caused six of the Ville’s 13 turnovers,
and made 12-of-17 clears.
Goalkeeper Paige Skinner collected eight
saves on the day, including one in overtime,
as she fell to 1-11 on the year. Shannon
Davis started in net for Millersville before
giving way to Sarah Leverentz, who picked
up the win to climb to 2-2.
Peters, who is second all-time at

Robinson
From B1
hurdles where he can.
“Can you imagine what Jackie went
through compared to the players of today?
You know, sometimes we complain about the
internet service,” Roberts said. “No, we can’t
imagine what he went through.
“You talk to Sandy and hear some of the
stories that are talked about, it just wasn’t
even close. It doesn’t do it justice, you know,
the strength of the man. Until you know
Rachel and people who were around Jackie,
you can’t gather the magnitude of what he
went through.”
Rachel Robinson and the Boys of Summer
will not be around forever to share those
stories, but they will be told and retold at the
Jackie Robinson Museum in New York, with
groundbreaking ceremonies set this year.
“She’s really led the charge on the legacy

second and final day Friday
at Kutztown University’s
Mondschein Multi, finishing
as the PSAC’s top competitor
in the 23-player field. The
native of Corry, Pa. set a new
meet record in the javelin
throw with a mark of 55.73m,
earning 674 points in the
event on his way to 6125
total points. His point total
stands as the highest in the
conference this season.
Sophomore Matt
Przybocki finished in 10th
place with 5723 points. The
Middlebury, N.Y. native was
the conference’s third-highest
competitor, behind West
Chester’s Colin Vannicolo,
who placed ninth. Przybocki
earned his highest point total
on day two in the 110-meter
hurdles, grabbing 705 points
with a time of 16.25. 16648
Matt Przybocki finished
10th in the two-day event.
Cortland State’s Jack Flood
and Connor Christopherson
finished first and second,
respectively. Flood
earned 7021 points, while
Christopherson tallied 6831
points. Alfred’s Seth Spicer
placed third with 6471 points,
Cobleskill’s Zachary Haskin
finished fourth with 6265
points, and Ithaca’s Seth
Abbott took fifth with 6190
points.
Other PSAC competitors
included Pitt-Johnstown’s
John Knox, who finished
11th, East Stroudsburg’s
Nate Sharrah in 18th, West
Chester’s Brady Thayer in
21st and California (Pa.)’s
Kyle Sipe in 23rd place.
Shippensburg fielded three
competitors — David
Brantley, Danny Meyer and
Matthew Merritt — who
finished 12th, 16th and 20th,
respectively.

Edinboro with 121 career goals, needs only
four more goals to pass Shannon Rohrich
to become the school’s all-time career goals
leader. The senior midfielder is also third
all-time with 144 career points.
Garland and Olson each tallied two
goals on the day, with Olson adding a pair
of assists to finish with four points. Erin
Gordon and Mary Uplinger each recorded
a goal.
Renee Landis had four goals and one
assist for Millersville for a match-high five
points. Sabrina Fusco and Taylor Davis
each had three points on two goals and
one assist, with Kavanugh, Leverentz and
Nathalie Sell each tallying a goal. Erin
Fagaon had one assist.
Head coach Caitlin Formato’s team plays
the second of their three-match road trip
on Tuesday, taking on Roberts Wesleyan in
a non-conference match at 4 p.m.
building,” Sharon Robinson said. “Her last
command performance is the museum.”
The Dodger Stadium statue, which includes
such iconic Jackie Robinson quotes as “A
life is not important except in the impact it
has on other lives,” also will enable future
generations to learn about Robinson when
firsthand accounts are no longer available.
That legacy also will be continued by the
Jackie Robinson Foundation, which has
provided financial and mentorship support
to 1,500 students over the last four decades.
Dodgers outfielder Andre Ethier has funded
three of those scholarships.
“They are embracing the embodiment
of Jackie Robinson and the courage that it
takes to change society,” David Robinson
said. “When all of us are looking down, we
will have thousands of students that bear the
Jackie Robinson name.”
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The highest
court in the land

Our Viewpoint

How exactly does it work?
By Shayma Musa
Staff Writer

The Supreme Court?
They ruled on (insert well
known case) right?
Other than the vague “they rule
on things” view, it’s very hard for
many to pinpoint exactly what the
Supreme Court does. This past
week Donald Trump’s nominee to
the Supreme Court, Neil Gorsuch,
was sworn in for a lifelong term
as a justice on the highest court in
the land.
For conservatives, Gorsuch,
with his staunch interpretation
of the Constitution and his
similarity to the late justice
Antonin Scalia, is a win. But what
his appointment means for the
less politically polarized is hard
to interpret and that’s why it’s
important for us to understand
exactly what the court does.
Theodore Roosevelt once
called the Supreme Court “nine
old men” during his battle with
them over his New Deal. And
while the court is now made up
of three women and six men, that
sentiment still holds true among
many.
We clearly see the effects of
Congress’s legislation in our
daily lives and the president’s
responsibilities are high profile
enough that anyone with access
to the internet has a stable idea
of what he does. But other than a
few sweeping rulings it’s hard to
notice when the Supreme Court
touches our lives.
So what does
the Supreme Court do?
According to the U.S. Supreme
Court website, the court
receives about 10,000 petitions
for hearings every year. And
collectively, the judges vote on
about 75-85 of those petitions to
hear over the course of the year.
The deciding factor for which
cases are chosen is the “rule of
four,” meaning that if four judges
judge a case worthy of being
heard by the court, all nine must
also agree.
Cases that are deemed worthy
of being heard are usually ones
that have an effect on the country
as a whole — not necessarily one
region or individual. And an
important restriction, all cases

must have been heard in lower
courts and that the defendant
must clearly prove that they have
been denied a right outlined in
the Bill of Rights, meaning many
cases aren’t even eligible to be
heard by the court.
At this point, where the cases
have been chosen, the individual
judge becomes important. In
order for a decision to be made, at
least five of the nine justices must
agree with one side. And their
political leanings are the usual
deciding factor of which side they
support.
Conservative judges are
more likely to favor a strict
interpretation of the Constitution
and are less likely to be open to
interpreting its text in order to
suit modern issues.
The most important deciding
factor for them is that their
decision be constitutional.
Of course, there are always
exceptions to this rule. Justice
Scalia, for example, was
notorious for his conservative
standings, however he was more
likely to favor the petitioner in
cases dealing with the fourth
amendment.
In the case of Gorsuch, this
means that he has had a long
history of ruling into action
decisions that favor institutions
over individuals because that
is the most “constitutional”
decision.
Liberal judges are more likely
to be open to interpreting the
constitution in order to fit it to
the context in which it must be
used. This means that they usually
rule in favor of the petitioner.
A quick glance at the cases
waiting to be heard by the court
shows that conservative vs. liberal
leanings will have a dramatic
impact on the rulings decided on.
Among these cases is a decision
on whether Christian schools are
entitled to the same state funding
as public schools and a decision
on property rights in Wisconsin.
Whether Gorsuch will
follow the precedent set by his
predecessors remains to be seen.
He oversees his first case as
associate justice on the Supreme
Court April 17.
Shayma Musa can be reached at
voices.spectator@gmail.com.

By Hannah McDonald
Voices Editor

In the U.S. if one is asked to sit down and think about
what it’s like to go to college, there are a few common ideas
that come to mind. These can be nightmarish communal
bathrooms; long, blurry nights out; or endless hours spent in
the library. Each of these are still a common part of college
today, but more than each of those, the idea of mountainous
debt is tied to acquiring one’s degree.
Astronomically high university price tags have become the
norm in the U.S. It has not always been this way, but for many,
it seemed the way it would always continue to be. Luckily for
New York state residents, this is not the case.
Last week, the Empire State became the largest state to offer
free tuition at both community colleges and four-year schools
in the SUNY system to residents. Any New Yorker who makes
below the qualifying income level and is accepted to one of the
state schools is eligible for the new Excelsior Scholarship.
The Excelsior Scholarship covers tuition but not room,
board or other personal expenses. It is these uncovered costs
that rack up the price of college. Qualified individuals will still
have to work to cover those costs with personal income or
loans.
Here, another catch is presented. To cover these costs,
many students are required to work during college and take
a less heavy course load in order to maintain balance. Under
Excelsior, a student must take at least 30 credit hours per year.
Across the country, this New York state scholarship is
guaranteed to change the face of higher education. Previously,
a number of other states offered similar programs — like
Tennessee, Oregon and Georgia — but the majority of those
were limited to community colleges.
New York has raised the bar for state programs like this, so
it is likely that in the near future, they will expand to include
four-year schools as well as community colleges.
Schools that choose not to implement programs following
suit of SUNY schools will have no option but to price more
competitively. Pricey private schools may have to lower their
pay walls or experiment with larger personal scholarship
awards to keep up with the affordable college trend taking
over the nation.
For New Yorkers attending school out-of-state, the draw
to move home is sure to increase. Any smart young adult will
choose — if not at least seriously consider — transferring to
save tens of thousands of dollars on her or his education. This
can affect the attendance rates of other state schools along
with private universities.
At Edinboro University, which is just over 39 miles from
the New York state line, the stakes could be very high. Within
130 miles of Edinboro, there are four SUNY schools that will
offer the Excelsior Scholarship beginning in Fall 2017. This
is quite impressive since Edinboro is already nearly 40 miles
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The majority of college students have loans, which can influence many aspects of life.

Corporate college harming education
By JoAllie Paluchak
Staff Writer

According to U.S. News & World Report,
roughly 70 percent of graduates have student
loans lingering, building interest and waiting
for the unknown day when they will be paid
off. Statistically, the average 2016 graduate

has roughly $40,000 in debt.
This information solidifies that college
institutions are indeed a business, in which
their goal is to bring more people into
their arena, thus, increasing their influx of
money. The supply and demand of a college’s
economy is easy to understand, the college

from New York state.
It is not uncommon to find a Fighting Scot whose home
is in the Knickerbocker State. Many come across the line
for sports and academic programs. According to the 2016
Edinboro fact sheet, a total of 16.1 percent of all 6,181 enrolled
students were from a state other than Pennsylvania.
Tuition at Edinboro was already more expensive than the
average tuition at SUNY schools (for both in and out of state
students), but the difference was not impossible for New
Yorkers choosing to attend.
Fredonia State University of New York, the closest fouryear SUNY school, boasts a tuition bill of $6,470 for in-state
students and $10,870 for out-of-state, according to their
website. Comparatively, the Edinboro 2016 fact sheet claims
a Pennsylvania resident can expect to pay about $9,984.60 in
tuition annually to attend EU while New Yorkers can expect a
cost of $10,640.20.
This difference is not unreasonably large — the point of
increased out-of-state tuition is to inspire students to go to
school in their home state, anyways — but with the creation of
Excelsior, it is large enough to convince a Scot to transfer to a
SUNY school if they qualify and are a New York resident.
I know this to be true because I am in that position and
know many others who are as well. It has been a very short
time since the announcement of this tuition voucher, but
already whispers and chats of New York native Edinboro
students can be heard discussing if they will return home to
reap the benefits of this affordable change.
Should one stay and continue to pay for out-of-state tuition,
housing and food, or should one transfer into their home state
and cut the costs? It seems like a simple choice for many who
qualify for the scholarship.
For me, it is a more difficult choice. At Edinboro, I love my
program. There are so many people I have met that have made
my time here a blast and with their help, I’ve learned more
than I can explain.
My personal affection for Edinboro aside, if I were to
choose transferring and cost-cutting, I would have to change
my academic path. Within those 130 miles, there are no
SUNY schools that offer a journalism program like that of
Edinboro.
These factors make up my mind and for my undergraduate
degree at least, I will remain an out-of-state student at
Edinboro. I do not have much reason to think more about
transferring, but it is clear that as programs like Excelsior
develop, many students in my position will have a hard choice
to make as they pay their tuition bills and register for next
semester’s courses.
How many students will return to New York’s school
system? What will this do to the future of Edinboro and its
student body? Only time will tell.
Hannah McDonald can be reached at voices.spectator@
gmail.com.

provides students a service — which in this
case is an education and ultimately a degree
— and the students pay for the teachers,
resources and classrooms that makes such
a service possible. Yet, the system has many
grey areas that potentially harm the student’s
financial, emotional and mental health.
First, let’s tackle the idea and the pressure
that comes with colleges upholding a certain
image and resume. For example, Edinboro
University’s enrollment rate is down
approximately 28 percent from 2010 to 2016,
thereby, hurting Edinboro’s reputation as a
fruitful business. In conjunction, The Daily
Caller states, “Just 14 percent of this year’s
college seniors have steady, career-type jobs
lined up for their lives after graduation.”
In light of the solid evidence suggesting
that colleges are failing economically and
educationally, there is absolutely talk of
reducing funds or closing down schools.
Moreover, what is the level of “quality”
education that students are receiving and
how does that equate to ultimate price of
tuition and their time?
The fault of an institution’s “image”
is that the whole infrastructure’s idea of
success is based on getting people into the
trap of financial ruin, thus not focused on
creating career-oriented individuals. This
is supported by the fact that only certain

classes are available during fall and spring
semesters, you are required to take courses
not related to your major and, more recently,
the threat of not being able to re-take your
major classes more than a handful of times.
Furthermore, colleges want you to spend as
much time as you can to get your degree,
because here, in America, time truly is
money and all colleges are in great need of
your money and enrollment status to keep
their own economy alive.
Second, it is the American corporate
perspective of college that creates the
disconnect between college being linked
directly to the purpose of a higher education.
It is a macro-level problem, in which
the government and its officials do not
collectively value and put funds and effort
into building strong colleges and producing
effective career workers. It is those who
hold supreme power and money that dictate
from their office chairs, in their ivory tower,
the rules that govern our systems; yet, their
concentration is on the economic factors
of how to better the school, not on how to
better the financial burden for students. We
pay for this and if we want better, we must
demand so and infuse a new system worth
our time and money.
JoAllie Paluchak can be reached at voices.
spectator@gmail.com.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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United Airlines takes a beating in the stock market
By Roman Sabella
Staff Writer

So there’s a doctor, the Chicago police and a scorpion on a
plane. Sounds like the start to a bad joke, right? Well, it’s more of a
play-by-play of United Airlines this past week.
As if in a contest to become the next Perrier as far as PR
debacles go, United Airlines has had one mess on their hands after
another.
On Sunday, April 9, two separate incidents occurred which,
more so concerning one than the other, have single-handedly
sparked the beginning of the end for United Airlines.
The lesser of these two events, occurred to a Canadian man
named Richard Bell who was flying from Houston, Texas to
Calgary, Canada.
While sitting in his seat, a scorpion fell from the overhead
baggage and landed on him to which he placed it on a plate and
was stung by it. Although he received no major injuries and went
on to both deny medical treatment and pursue no legal action,
this comes in the wake of a far worse incident that, oddly enough,
occurred the same day.
On a flight leaving from O’Hare International Airport to
Louisville, Kentucky, Dr. David Dao, a 69-year-old VietnameseAmerican, was forcefully dragged off the plane by Chicago police
after refusing to surrender his seat.
Dao was one of four randomly selected by staff to give up his
seat so that the airline could transport four of its staff to Louisville.
The passengers were offered $1,000 to take a flight the next day,
but Dao refused because he needed to work at his Elizabethtown,
Kentucky clinic where he serves as a pediatrician.
Upon refusing, the airline reached out to Chicago Aviation
Security who sent several officers aboard who proceeded to drag
and throw him from his seat.

Sustaining a concussion, broken nose and two lost teeth in the
incident is outrageous and beyond excessive for a man that was
breaking no laws.
Now, here is the part when United immediately suspends the
staff involved and offers compensation right? Wrong, says the
great re-accommodator indignantly. Now is the time we blame the
doctor for not giving up his seat.
In a letter to employees following the incident, Oscar Munoz,
CEO of United Airlines, proceeded to state that, “While I deeply
regret this situation arose, I also emphatically stand behind all of
you and I want to commend you for continuing to go above and
beyond to ensure we fly right,” and, “Treating our customers and
each other with respect and dignity is at the core of who we are
and we must always remember this no matter how challenging the
situation.”
Upon the release of this internal memo though, his tune
changed heavily as he likely realized that what he said boiled
down to “we favor the staff over the customer and he honestly
deserved what happened.”
It’s only made worse by the fact that this half-hearted apology
and rescinding upon earlier comments comes in the wake of
United losing nearly 3 percent in their stocks and almost $225
million dollars overall. This made this sound less like empathy
and more like a company trying to cut their losses.
While ticket sales have not declined significantly — which is
a plus for United — this could change as the general sentiment
being passed around by both United pilots and the average Joe
boils down to United Airlines being completely in the wrong on
this farcical display of incompetence.
To add to the irony, this incident comes out less than a month
after Oscar Munoz was named “Communicator of the Year” by PR
Week.
While the future for the company looks dismal, and with good

reason, they likely will bounce back based on one simple fact:
people need airlines on a day-to-day basis.
It’s quite hard for people to boycott something that quite
literally allows them to get to and from places for work and
vacation, especially if it is the only option.
As of now, the airline has changed policies so that crew
members must arrive 60 minutes prior to departure in order to
not displace paying customers.
United announced that it would be examining its current
policies concerning “governing customer service, employee
training and handling oversold flights,” but these results will not
be revealed until April 30.
The only hope we can have is that Dao is heavily compensated
and that the airline never resorts to such actions again, because as
of now, the name United Airlines puts more than a bitter taste in
your mouth, it also slams your head off an arm rest in the name of
re-accommodation.
Roman Sabella can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.com.

America’s twisted view of peace, through history
No more silence:
A story of survival
By Francis J. Gavin
Bloomberg View

By Hannah Webster

Social Media Coordinator
I am tired of the silence.
I am tired of sitting still when the
university speaks about sexual assault
and the importance of reporting
incidents.
I am tired of hearing girls talk about
how they felt uncomfortable with
something a man did to them, but don’t
know if it’s considered “crossing the
line.”
I’m tired of seeing mug shots of men
who rob women of their pride and get
away with it without any repercussions.
I am tired of hiding.
I am tired of the silence.
On April 17, 2016 I was robbed of my
dignity, pride and self-worth. I lost my
confidence. Instead, it was replaced with
paranoia, anxiety and panic. I blamed
myself. It was my fault. I did this. I made
myself bait. I was vulnerable.
I told myself it didn’t happen. When
my friends from home would ask me
how my first semester away at school
was, I told them:
“Oh it was great! I met new friends,
joined a few clubs, grew in my faith and
oh yeah I was basically raped by my
friend but it’s not that big of a deal.”
“Back up…you were raped?”
“No. I was basically raped.”
“What does that even mean?”
What DOES that mean? What does
it mean to have someone ignore your
dissent?
Your entire life changes. You walk
around everywhere with a knot in your
stomach. Flight or fight responses are
in high gear every second of every day.
Innocence no longer exists. The world
around you turns dark and scary. It is no
longer the place you once loved. Those
you once found comfort in become
strangers because they have no idea of
the chains you are dragging.
I thought about him everyday. How
he told me that he needed to walk me
home for my own protection. How he
repeatedly kissed me after I had said
“No. Stop.” Repeatedly. Over and over.
I thought about the moment during
the attack when I finally realized what
was happening to me. How did this
happen to me? To me? How did I get to
this point? How do I make it stop? Lord
make him stop. LORD PLEASE TELL
HIM TO STOP.
Eventually it finally hit me. What
happened was not my fault. I told
him no. Multiple times. I told him my
intentions that night: to go home and go
to sleep. He heard me loud and clear. I
know he wasn’t deaf.
Now when I think of that night it’s
hard not to see the red flags. It’s hard
not to wonder the first time things
all went wrong. How could this have
happened if I had put so much energy
into preventing it?
The honest truth is that I trusted a
friend. I believed that someone really
cared enough about me to walk me
home to make sure I was safe and leave
it at that. I waited to report it because I
was afraid and when I did I still wasn’t
brave enough to take it to the courts.
I reported my incident through the
university judicial affairs. Even though
my attacker was an athlete, I had to

believe that they would stand by me. It
was rough and messy. I was scared but
I made it through. Nine months after
I was raped, the school suspended my
attacker.
I was left shocked and relieved. I no
longer walked around with my eyes
on my feet. The flight or fight response
slipped away. The triggers slowly
began to fade away. I could leave my
room more often without a constant
bodyguard by my side.
It took me five whole months to
accept the assault; five whole months
to end the denial. I was raped. It really
happened and that is okay. The Rape,
Abuse and Incest National Network
(RAINN) reports that an average of
321,500 people are victims of rape and
sexual assault each year in the U.S.
Think of all the incidents that do
not get reported. Not everyone is brave
enough to tell his or her story. Not
everyone is ready to accept his or her
experience. That is okay, but we must
support them. We must make those
individuals feel loved and accepted.
They need to be reminded that they are
not victims who have lost it all. They are
survivors.
April is Sexual Assault Awareness
month. Use this time to educate yourself
and others on the importance of
reporting and preventing sexual assault
and rape. Treat the men and women
in your life with respect and dignity.
You have no idea what they have
experienced.
This is nowhere near the entirety of
my story. My story is not yet over either.
I still have more life to live. For those
who are survivors as well, this does
not define you. You are not alone. You
are loved and you are important. Do
not devalue yourself for someone else’s
actions.
If you or a loved one has experienced
sexual abuse or assault and you wish to
seek help, please refer to these resources:
RAINN, the nation’s largest antisexual violence organization
rainn.org/national-resources-sexualassault-survivors-and-their-loved-ones
National Sexual Assault Hotline
(800) 656-4673
For students at Edinboro University
of Pennsylvania, if you or someone you
know is a victim of sexual assault, abuse,
or rape, please consider reaching out to
Take a Stand.
With the help from the Office of
Social Equity, the Take a Stand Against
Sexual Violence campaign strives to
bring awareness of the Title IX law to
the campus of Edinboro University.
The campaign provides resources for
victims and survivors such as a support
group and counseling. The campaign is
advised by the Director of Social Equity,
Ronald Wilson and led by Madison
Scofield.
Take a Stand Against Sexual Violence
(814) 732-2343
takeastand@edinboro.edu
takeastandeupblog.wordpress.com/
If these resources do not work for
you, please consider speaking to a loved
one, teacher, friend, doctor or counselor.
You are not alone. This does not define
you.
Hannah Webster can be reached at
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com.

In an unsettled time, with
an unsettling president, many
Americans are unsure of their
conception of the world and their
country’s role in it. What should
the United States be doing — if
anything — to shape the global
order? To answer this question,
we need to better understand
ourselves and our history.
Americans regularly make
three curious — and contestable
— claims about peace, world
order and their country’s role
in achieving both. First, they
often assume that they are a
peace-loving people, and that
our republic has been a force to
promote amity and stability in the
world.
Second, they assume that peace
is an unalloyed good, both a tool
and product of progress, providing
incontrovertible benefits; war and
conflict, meanwhile, have brought
nothing but misery and disaster.
Third, they see peace and order
as the natural state of the world,
and view any actor or force that
disturbs this harmony as both
anomalous and deviant, to be
identified, isolated and eliminated.
It is easy to understand why
Americans embrace these views. If
the U.S. and its citizens and values
are associated with peace and
stability, then actions that might
typically be understood through
the narrow lens of self-interest can
instead be translated into selfless
policies that benefit mankind.
This belief is of course at the heart
of American exceptionalism: the
idea that the U.S. has a unique and
revolutionary history and mission.
Seeking no gain for ourselves,
we are different from empires
and other states. Founded in
liberty, the U.S. by its very nature
spreads the blessings of its own
political system when it acts in the
world. As philosophers such as
Rousseau and Kant made clear, a
key blessing of a system of liberty
is friendship among men, and
peace among nations. Peace must,
therefore, be in very nature of who
Americans are, what they bring
to the world and what should be
prized as most good in the world.
An honest portrayal of our own
history, and that of world politics
over the past few centuries, casts
doubt on all three assumptions.
Does the American nation have
a history of loving and working
toward peace and stability? The
U.S. was born in war. Not simply
a violent revolution, with arms
turned both against its imperial
protector, England. The American
republic was also the product
of the great power competition
it later disdained. America was
a fiercely contested battlefield
during the Seven Years War and
the British victory left its powerful
rival, France, eager for revenge.
French aid and military support
not only made independence for
the American patriots possible. It
also bankrupted France, ushering
in decades of revolution and war
in Europe.

The young republic returned
this favor by rapidly expanding
on its continent, frequently with
force or the threat of force, and
picking quarrels with other states.
Often it was the American people
themselves who demanded war.
Every historian knows this
uncomfortable fact: War and great
power competition have generated
both misery and extraordinary
human progress in the modern
era. As William McNeil explained
in his classic, “The Pursuit of
Power,” “a profound ambivalence
inheres in warfare and organized
violence.”
The need to protect your
people and advance your
interests in a dangerous world
drove extraordinary advances
in technology, improvements in
governance, and great increases in
wealth and prosperity. Whether
improved medical techniques to
save the wounded or the mass
education provided to produce
literate armies, progress and war
went hand in hand in the West.
Perhaps even more uncomfortably,
the celebration of war and its
memory shapes a nation’s sense of
itself, its patriotism, its cohesion.
Imperial China’s isolation and
relative security during the same
period as Great Britain’s bloody
rise may have prevented similar
innovation and national unity,
and left the once great power
vulnerable to European powers
tested by more than a century of
intense military completion.
We know and hate the cost of
war. Yet we must acknowledge
our present age of technological
marvels and political progress
emerged from conflict. More
importantly, war is sometimes
needed to protect our people
and our values. Dangerous states
and evil leaders can exploit the
admirable desire for peace.
This leads to the final
assumption most Americans
make: that peace and stability
are and always have been the
most desired goal of peoples and
states. We are also told that the
world has moved inexorably to a
more peaceful, ordered condition,
following the inalterable arc
of history. By that same logic,
peace should be easy to keep
and requires little effort, save
for isolating and defeating the
unusual states or forces that seek
to interrupt it.
This last belief is perhaps the
most dangerous. The relative
peace of the last eight decades
has been the exception, not the
rule. It has been hard won and
could be easily lost. An accurate
understanding of that period is
therefore all the more important,
especially since the U.S. was the
key actor in making it happen.
The first half of the 20th
century proved that the hellish
suffering of unrestrained war
far outstrips its benefits. War,
revolution and instability killed,
maimed and dislocated tens of
millions between the start of the
first World War and the end of
the second. As McNeil pointed
out, “organized and deliberate

destruction of life and property”
became “profoundly repugnant
to contemporary consciousness,
especially in view of the
quantum jump in capacity to kill
impersonally and at a distance.”
This would have been true
without the invention of that most
terrible of weapons, first atomic
and then thermonuclear weapons,
and the capacity to deliver them
anywhere on the globe in a matter
of minutes. The large-scale use has
the potential to end civilization as
we know it. Peace was not only a
desired hope of world politics; it
became a necessity.
How would such an outcome
be achieved? The U.S. committed
to try. It did so, by building
and nurturing a world order, at
great burden and risk, and in
cooperation with other nations.
Most important was a U.S.
commitment to engage and stay
in the world, not episodically,
but on a permanent, deep basis.
This obligation took many forms:
constructing and supporting
robust international institutions,
encouraging emerging
democracies, international law,
and human rights, and building
and maintaining a stable and
prosperous global economic
system. It also required a harder
edge. For the first time in its
history, the U.S. mobilized and
deployed abroad a large peacetime
military and entered into political
and security alliances with nations
around the world.
It committed to preventing
the spread of nuclear weapons
and reducing the likelihood of
their use. And it demonstrated a
willingness to use force, at great
national cost and controversy, in
conflicts where national interests
were not immediately and
obviously at stake.
This postwar American
behavior was hardly inevitable.
Before 1950, the U.S. generally
avoided international institutions,
eschewed permanent alliances,
demobilized during peacetime,
had strong civilian control of the
military, and allowed Congress an
equal and sometimes greater voice
in determining America’s foreign
relations. The need to guarantee
peace in the nuclear age caused
the U.S. to transform every one of
these traditions and policies.
States around the world
understand the power of nuclear
deterrence — no great power
war of conquest is worth the risk
of atomic annihilation. Norms
and international law have
played a part as well. Economic
interdependence and flattening
demographic patterns are
important. Yet history tells us that
global peace is neither natural nor
inevitable. Peace is the unusual,
unnatural state, for the world and
especially for Americans. This is
what makes the post-1945 world
so remarkable, and America’s
crucial role in building it so
important.
At this crucial moment, when
U.S. relations with the world are
unfixed and uncertain, we forget
this history at our peril.

World
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United Nations end peacekeeping mission in Haiti
By Ann M. Simmons
Los Angeles Times

The United Nations' recent announcement
that it would end its peacekeeping mission in
Haiti in mid-October, removing its soldiers and
leaving a smaller contingent of police, has been
met with celebration, apathy and concern.
It also raised the perennial question: What's
in store for Haiti now?
The decision to pull out the military
component of the United Nations Stabilization
Mission in Haiti, commonly known by the
French acronym MINUSTAH, recognizes
the progress that the Caribbean nation has
made toward stabilization, including last
year's presidential election and the return to
constitutional order, U.N. officials said.
"These are all indications that the people
of Haiti are ready to move forward," Sandra
Honore, U.N. special representative and head of
MINUSTAH, said in an interview with the Los
Angeles Times.
The resolution calls for the more than
2,300 blue-helmeted personnel to gradually
depart while 1,275 U.N. police remain for an
initial period of six months. The mandate of
the follow-up mission will be to train Haitian
national police and support the government in
maintaining the rule of law, human rights and
stability, Honore said.
"Haiti is ready to move on without the
presence of the military contingent," she added.
But what will this mean for the povertystricken country of more than 10.4 million
people that has been beset by political tumult
and had successive U.N. peacekeeping missions
for more than two decades?
Unwanted Guests
The U.N. military presence was never really
welcome. Peacekeepers first arrived in 1994 to
facilitate the return of ousted President JeanBertrand Aristide, secure a stable environment
in the country and promote the rule of law.
Various U.N. missions followed until
MINUSTAH was established in 2004 after
Aristide's second removal from power.
His overthrow was among more than 20
military coups in Haiti since the country won
independence from France in 1804.
But the presence of U.N. troops in the
country sparked controversy.
"There's been an ongoing question over
whether Haiti ever needed peacekeepers,"
said Jake Johnston, a research associate at the
Center for Economic and Policy Research
in Washington. "It's not a country with an
ongoing civil war. It's not at war with any of its
neighbors."
"In many respects, Haitians have chafed
over this incursion into their sovereignty," said
Robert Maguire, a professor of international
affairs at George Washington University. And
various politicians had called for the U.N.
mission to end.
Beset by Scandals
In recent years, the peacekeepers have been
plagued by controversy. They were blamed for
a 2010 outbreak of cholera in Haiti that killed
at least 9,100 people and sickened hundreds of
thousands more. Scientists traced the source of
the waterborne disease to a U.N. base.
Some U.N. troops also have been implicated
in a sexual abuse scandal, including a sex ring
that exploited Haitian children, according to an
internal U.N. report obtained by The Associated

The United Nations plans to end its peacekeeping mission in Haiti, pulling out more than 2,300 U.N. troops.
Press.
"You're talking about a mission of foreign
soldiers who were ostensibly sent to protect
people and caused quite a bit of harm to those
they were meant to protect," said Johnston,
adding that a U.N. resolution passed last year to
tackle the issue of abuse by peacekeepers does
little to hold them accountable.
"It's very troubling that MINUSTAH
is withdrawing from Haiti without a real
concrete commitment to repair harms that it
has caused," said Beatrice Lindstrom, a staff
attorney at the Boston-based Institute for
Justice and Democracy in Haiti.
Lindstrom's group is among several
organizations that filed a federal class-action
lawsuit seeking compensation for the cholera
victims. But "promises to provide a remedy to
the victims remain unfilled," she said.
The U.N. is trying to raise $400 million to
compensate the cholera victims, including
money to support survivors and renovate the
shoddy water and sanitation infrastructure. But
so far, less than 2 percent of the total has been
raised, according to the agency's data.
With regard to the sexual abuse scandal,
Honore said that the U.N. had taken steps to
sanction the abusers, that a zero tolerance
policy was now in place, and that support and
advocacy for the victims were continuing.
Gains and Pitfalls
Despite these setbacks, U.N. officials
praise the peacekeeping mission as a success.
Accomplishments include training police
personnel, creating a law enforcement office
dedicated to addressing sexual and genderbased violence, re-establishing law and order
in the capital, undertaking humanitarian work,
helping to draft a law aimed at increasing
judicial independence, strengthening the
nation's human rights institution and bolstering
the renewal of democratic institutions.

"Just the presence of those troops kept
the Haitian political scene in balance," said
Maguire, who in 2000 served as Haiti specialist
in the U.S. State Department's Bureau of
Western Hemisphere Affairs. "There's always
the chance and risk in Haiti that a coup d'etat
can occur against the government in power,
especially when the leader of the country is
away. The U.N. effectively put an umbrella over
Haiti and kept it a politically stable place."
The peacekeepers were also valuable in
providing logistics and manpower during
catastrophic emergencies in Haiti, which since
2000 has endured repeated natural disasters
including mudslides, hurricanes and a 7.0
earthquake in 2010 that killed at least 220,000
people.
Honore cautioned that Haiti would
continue to need international assistance
after the peacekeepers' departure, and U.N.
humanitarian programs, such as those focused
on development, education and children, would
persist, she said.
Further progress was still needed in
areas such as the internal management and
oversight of the national police and the force's
geographical reach, U.N. officials said.
Analysts warned of other potential pitfalls
that could hinder Haiti's advancement in the
absence of peacekeepers, including the recreation of the Haitian army.
Aristide disbanded the force in 1990s, but
Michel Martelly, who ruled the country from
2011 to 2016, launched initial steps to restore it.
"Now without any soldiers there from the
U.N. this will undoubtedly give more push
among those who want to create a Haitian
army to do so," Maguire said. "The presence
of a Haitian army is a particularly problematic
and dangerous thing. There is the long history
of the Haitian army becoming directly involved
in politics and being used as a tool by political
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leaders to destabilize governments."
Emigres in Miami
In Miami's Little Haiti, home to a sizable
population of Haitian emigres, news of the
U.N. mission's departure was greeted with
satisfaction, relief and nonchalance.
Woosler Delifort, a Haitian photojournalist,
welcomed the move.
"Growing up Haitian American, we always
heard negative stories about the peacekeepers"
from family members who remain on the
island, Delifort said. "Stories of mistreatment
and stories of them not even doing the
peacekeeping."
While conceding that some Haitian leaders
had caused the country harm by exploiting
their people and resources, many Haitians
pointed to outside influences as being equally
responsible for the nation's woes.
Independence of the world's first black
republic was met with isolation, meddling and
exploitation from the U.S. and France.
Sandy Dorsainvil, a Miami-based consultant,
said the departure of the peacekeepers
would allow the new government "to have an
opportunity to take full responsibility and run
the country."
"As one of the first countries to be free in
the Western Hemisphere, it's disheartening
to see that we've gotten to the point where it
seems as if we need help from other people to
govern ourselves," Dorsainvil said. "And I don't
think that's necessary. It's become more of a
hindrance. All of these outside nations having
a presence in Haiti has not helped the country
move forward."
"That they're leaving, it's not too soon," artist
Edouard Duval Carrie said of the peacekeepers.
"Haiti has to grow up. We can't be under
tutelage all the time."

‘Everyone is petrified:’ France enters final stretch of presidential race with uncertainty
By Geraldine Amiel
and Vidya Root
Bloomberg News

PARIS – France's presidential race enters its
final stretch with no clear winner in sight as the
main contenders scrap for votes in a flurry of
campaign rallies.
"Everyone is petrified," said Edouard Lecerf,
head of the political department at polling firm
Kantar Sofres. "The challenge for each of the
four candidates is to seek new votes without
alienating their base. French voters are like fish,
like eels — very slippery."
With almost a third of the electorate still
undecided, and the front-runners clustered
around 20 percent in the polls for the first round
on Sunday, the race is the most unpredictable
the country has seen in recent history. With
two of the four candidates also hostile to the
institutions of the European Union, the result of
the runoff two weeks later will have far-reaching
implications not just for France but for the
region as a whole.
On Monday, centrist candidate Emmanuel
Macron addressed a crowd of more than 20,000
in Paris, while the far-right National Front's
Marine Le Pen faced a smaller gathering in an
auditorium nearby. Communist-backed Jean-Luc
Melenchon, who sailed through the center of the
capital on a barge on Monday, will be addressing
rallies in at least seven cities on Tuesday, using
holograms for six of them. Republican candidate
Francois Fillon held a rally in Nice on Monday
and plans events around Paris by the end of the
week.
According to Elabe's latest poll, released
Monday, support for Macron stands at 24
percent, while Le Pen is at 23 percent. Fillon
holds 21 percent, followed by Melenchon at 18
percent. Le Pen has threatened to take France out
of the EU, while Melenchon wants to renegotiate
the bloc's treaties, including the one that keeps
the country in the euro. Macron would defeat

any of his rivals in the runoff, the survey showed,
so long as he can get there.
"They all have to try and win a point or two
to make it to the second round without doing
anything that could have negative repercussions,"
Lecerf said. "The idea is to galvanize the troops,
give them the idea that victory is possible, and
in doing so, bring back those who may have
dropped off."
For all the defensiveness, the four leading
contenders haven't stopped taking swipes at each
other.
In his speech Monday at the Bercy arena in
Paris, Macron pulled no punches as he went after
Melenchon's support for Latin American leaders
such as Cuba's Fidel Castro and Venezuela's
Hugo Chavez, who have overseen widespread
poverty. "For some, France will be Cuba without
the sun or Venezuela without the oil," he said.
Fillon attacked Macron and Melenchon for
making vague promises as he tried to continue
his recovery after criminal charges sideswiped
his campaign last month. "We begin to wonder
which France Mr. Macron or Mr. Melenchon is
talking about," he said.
Socialist President Francois Hollande, whom
Fillon has accused of masterminding a plot
against him, deplored the campaign's lack of
substance in an interview Sunday evening with
French TV France 5.
"What is talked about in this campaign?
Legal cases, charges, so-called secret cabinets,"
said Hollande, who opted last year not to seek
a second term as his approval rating plumbed
record lows. "Events are put together, but where
are the useful comparisons?"
While French voters have consistently showed
up en masse for presidential elections in the past,
participation averages 80 percent over the past
50 years, current projections show a good third
of registered voters may stay home on Sunday.
According to Elabe, only 68 percent of the
French are certain of casting their vote.

Photo: Blondet Eliot/Tribune News Service

Four candidates, including French far-right party Front National candidate Marine Le
Pen, remain in France’s presidential race.
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We Are Unlimited, McDonald’s new standalone advertising agency pictured on March 9.
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McDonald’s is launching a new ordering
app designed to track all your dining habits
By Samantha Bomkamp
Chicago Tribune

You know a lot about McDonald’s, but McDonald’s doesn’t
know much about you.
At least not yet.
By year’s end, the world’s largest burger chain will roll out
nationwide a mobile ordering system that will collect a wealth
of data about the habits of customers — everything from what
kind of burgers they prefer to how often they swing through the
drive-thru.
McDonald’s plans to use the information to customize the
way it interacts with diners. Imagine, for example, having the
McDonald’s app on your phone suggest a milkshake to go with
your twice-weekly Quarter Pounder order.
Despite a management shake-up at McDonald’s last week that
saw the departures of the heads of marketing, menu strategy and
digital, analysts expect the chain’s innovation plans to continue
moving forward.
The ability to collect data on customers is important to
McDonald’s, which is trying to reverse a yearslong decline
in customer traffic. The move also places the fast-food giant,
which lagged behind in the race to introduce new technology
like mobile ordering and payment, as a leader among chain
restaurant companies in translating customer data into
customized service.
Through loyalty programs and apps, companies have for years
been gathering information on customers to increase visits and
sales. But the chance to collect data and use it in a way to make
a customer’s experience better and faster is still a relatively new
frontier, said David Pierpont, an executive vice president at
marketing firm Ansira.
“Consumers are willing to share data if the benefits are right,”
he said. “I think you’re going to see more and more. Everyone’s
trying to figure out how can they leverage it.Millennials and

the younger Gen Z set tend to be more open to their data being
shared, but Pierpont believes acceptance of data-sharing — with
all its dangers and benefits — is more widespread than many
people admit.
“They say they don’t want to give everything away, but they’re
on Facebook, they’re on Google,” he said, noting that about 90
percent of Facebook’s users keep location services on, allowing
Facebook ads to target consumers based on their location.
McDonald’s has had a smartphone app for several years, but it’s
primarily been focused on delivering coupons and store location
maps. The ability to order food and pay through the app, which
is expected at all U.S. restaurants by the last three months of the
year, is already in place — and spurring sales — in some of the
chain’s international markets.
In Japan, McDonald’s has found that customers using the
app spend 35 percent more, on average. The app makes it easy
to place orders, so customers return more often, McDonald’s
Global Chief Marketing Officer Silvia Lagnado said. And when
customers do take the app’s suggestions to add a milkshake or
some McNuggets on top of a value meal, those orders are stored
and often repeated as-is, leading to higher spending.
In France, where order-and-pay is already up and running,
McDonald’s is collecting “behavioral insight” from customers
and using that information to personalize the promotions they
receive.
“The same technology advancements that are so dramatically
changing the way that we live are also transforming the way we
market today,” Lagnado said at a recent investor presentation.
“We’re increasingly able to measure things that we would have
not dreamt of measuring just a few short years ago.”
McDonald’s also is participating in a number of pilot programs
to test technology and its effectiveness in getting more customers
in the door.
The company recently completed a pilot in Singapore where

it placed Google ads in areas where its restaurants had slower
customer traffic at that very moment and so were able to handle
more delivery orders.
The company is partnering with Facebook to measure the
effectiveness of its advertising on the social media site. Using
Facebook location-tracking information, the chain can see the
time between when customers see an ad on Facebook and when
they walk into a McDonald’s restaurant. McDonald’s says it has
similar pilot programs running on other social media platforms.
The new initiatives come at a time when the company is trying
to improve customer traffic in the U.S., which has been in decline
for years.
In a sign of just how much change is taking place at the burger
giant, the company last week announced the departures of three
key executives: Deborah Wahl, chief marketing officer; Lance
Richards, vice president of menu strategy; and Julia Vander
Ploeg, vice president of digital. The three are the first division
leaders to depart since the hiring of a new U.S. president at the
beginning of the year, former Kraft executive Chris Kempczinski.
Their replacements — veterans of PepsiCo, Starbucks and Bank
of America — start this month.
Darren Tristano, president of food research firm Technomic,
said the personnel shifts are unlikely to slow the chain’s plans.
“I think McDonald’s is recognizing that they need to continue
to bring in the right people and move faster than they did in the
past,” Tristano said. “It’s going to be about egos and experience
and direction — and you’re either onboard or you’re not.”
Still, he said the new leaders need to be open and aggressive to
push the burger chain to continue to evolve away from its stodgy
roots.
“I’m not saying they should operate like a dot-com, but they
just dumped a lot of years of experience,” Tristano said. “They
need people who are going to break the paradigm and speak to
the younger generation.”
The use of this technology will tell McDonald’s where its
advertising dollars work, and where they could be better spent.
And a new stand-alone advertising agency has been created to
help put it all together.
We Are Unlimited, a 4-month-old agency borne out of ad
powerhouse Omnicom, the winner of a monthslong battle
with Publicis Groupe for all of McDonald’s massive advertising
business, handles all of McDonald’s national advertising, from
TV and radio ads to digital spots and social media efforts. Led by
CEO Brian Nienhaus, the firm will be on the front lines of taking
data gleaned from different initiatives and using it to find ways to
better convince customers to visit McDonald’s.
“We worry about the customer, and about our client. And
that’s really all we’re about: selling more burgers, building the
brand and doing it in very tight alignment with McDonald’s,”
Nienhaus said.
That includes everything from real-time ads to respond to
trending news on social media to planning the 12-week run-up
for Super Bowl ads.
“When you get to a perfect world, the experience that
we promise in a TV ad that they might see on ‘Scandal’ last
night will be delivered in the mobile app, will show up in the
restaurant, and will guide (customers) through a kiosk ordering
process,” Nienhaus said. “And we might be able to say, ‘Yep, we
brought you in for a Big Mac, but wouldn’t it be great to have a
McFlurry as well?’ That’s all part of what we’re about.”
Nienhaus said the agency is focused on improving the
experience of a McDonald’s customer.
“What does the modern customer want? They want to use
technology to enable their convenience. They want to be able to
pay with it. All those things that are going on, I think we’re just
tapping into them.”

YouTube TV needs a programming update
By Troy Wolverton
The Mercury News

You’ve probably used YouTube to watch
short clips from Hollywood films, instructional
videos or goofy home-made movies. Now you
can use it to watch something else: live and
recorded cable programming.
Whether you’ll want to, though, is an open
question.
Earlier this month, Google’s video unit
became the latest company to launch a low-cost,
no-commitment, internet-delivered pay TV
service. Dubbed YouTube TV, the service offers
access to some 40 channels for $35 a month.
That’s a fair price and YouTube TV has
some cool features. But it feels half-baked —
it’s missing key networks, is only available in
certain areas of the country and isn’t compatible
with many devices.
Not that long ago, if you wanted to watch
cable TV programming, you had to sign up for
a pricey, long-term commitment to a service
from one of the satellite companies or your local
cable or telephone provider. Over the last two
years, though, more companies have jumped
into the market, offering so-called “skinny
bundles” of channels. Instead of the hundreds
of networks you get with a traditional pay TV
package, these new services offer a few dozen,
generally representing the most popular ones.
The new services typically cost between
$20 and $40 and unlike the typical cable TV
package, don’t require consumers to sign a longterm contract. Instead, they can sign up for
service one month and cancel it the next.
When it comes to such online pay TV
services, you can now choose from Dish’s
Sling TV, AT&T’s DirecTV Now and Sony’s
PlayStation Vue. Hulu plans to launch a similar
service later this year.
Now YouTube is joining this party. YouTube
TV subscribers can cancel at any time and
can tune in to the service on their computers,
tablets or smartphones. As an added incentive,
YouTube is offering the first month free.
As you might expect from a service offered by
Google, much of YouTube TV’s service is built
around its search feature and around offering
recommendations based on what it knows
about users. While you can access a version
of the traditional programming grid, showing
what’s on at that moment, Google attempts to
use other ways to highlight items you might be
interested in watching.
On YouTube TV’s home screen, the service
offers live previews of some shows that are
airing then based on their popularity with other
viewers; recommends shows to record based on

other shows you’re already recording; highlights
on-demand movies you may be interested in;
and links to recent episodes of some of your
favorite shows. You’ll also find previews of other
types of programs that are live, including sports
games and talk shows; and links to popular
programs.
YouTube officials say that the more you use
the service, the more it will customize the home
screen to your tastes.
The company’s search screen also helps to
point users quickly to shows they might want
to watch. On the screen, you’ll find buttons
for particular types of genres of shows and for
particular networks. If you want to watch a
comedy show, you can find one without typing
anything by just tapping on the “comedy”
button on that screen.
But you can also type in other things to
watch, including sports teams, actors’ names
and types of shows. In the search results, you’ll
find lists of shows, recent episodes and typically
an easy way to start recording a particular
program. I searched for the Spurs — my favorite
NBA basketball team — and was able to quickly
set YouTube TV up to record every Spurs
game that airs on the service, something that’s
frequently difficult to do with other TV services.
YouTube TV has some other features that
help it stand out. Perhaps the best is its cloudbased DVR. Subscribers can record and store an
unlimited amount of programming on Google’s
servers for up to nine months. That’s a much
better deal than you’ll get with the rival online
pay TV services, which either don’t have DVR
yet or limit how many hours you can record
or allow you to store them for much shorter
periods.
Also, subscribers can link up to six different
users to one account, and each of those users
can have their own DVR and set their favorite
programs. However, only three of those users
can be watching their programs simultaneously.
All of this shows promise. Eventually,
YouTube TV could be a really great service. But
not yet.
Right now, YouTube is only offering the
service in the Bay Area and four other metro
areas in the country. If you don’t live in one
of those places, you’re out of luck. YouTube
officials say the company will “soon” offer the
service in other markets, but won’t say when.
Even if you do live in a place where the
service is offered, you may not find the shows
you want to watch. Right now, YouTube
TV doesn’t include AMC, BBC America
or Telemundo, among other networks. The
company says it will be adding those channels
and a few others — again, it won’t say when

— but YouTube TV will still be lacking other
popular ones. Among them: CNN, TBS, TNT,
Comedy Central, Lifetime and PBS.
And the service has another big limitation.
If you want to watch it on your television,
you have to use one of Google’s Chromecast
adapters or a TV that has Chromecast built into
it. YouTube TV doesn’t support other smart
TVs or popular digital media players such as
Apple TV, Roku’s devices or Amazon Fire.
YouTube officials say that support is coming.
Meanwhile, the company, for a limited time, is
offering subscribers a free Chromecast device
when they pay for their first month’s worth of
service.
Users also might be uncomfortable with
sharing even more of their personal information
with Google. In order for YouTube TV to offer
recommendations or remember where you
last stopped while watching a recorded show,
you have to allow Google to track what you’re
watching, information it can combine with
the other information it knows about you for
marketing purposes. You can expect all the

online pay TV services to track what you’re
watching, of course, but few likely have as much
data on you already as does Google.
If that doesn’t bother you, you should take a
look at YouTube TV. But I’d hold off signing up
for it until Google bakes it a bit longer.

YouTube TV internet-streamed pay
TV service
Troy’s rating: 7 out of 10

Likes: Includes a cloud-based DVR with
unlimited recording space; supports up to six
users on one account, with the ability to stream
to three of them at once; easy to set favorite
shows or to record games played by favorite
sports teams; personalized recommendations;
offers free first month trial.
Dislikes: Offered in only five metro areas
nationwide; missing many popular networks;
only way to watch on your TV is using
Chromecast; ads to the already large amounts of
personal data Google is collecting on users.
Price: $35 a month.
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Princeton University is among the two dozen schools lobbying for reform in the face of the tax-exempt nature of their endowments.

Photo: Tribune News Service

Republican tax plan worries universities nationally
By Janet Lorin

Bloomberg News
Some of the richest U.S. colleges are pushing back against
scrutiny by Congress over the tax-exempt status of their
endowments.
Lobbying disclosure forms show almost two dozen schools such
as Princeton University, University of Notre Dame and Cornell
University are including endowment tax issues in their federal
agenda, along with perennial topics such as student loans and
funding for scientific research.
Orrin Hatch, a Republican from Utah and chairman of the
Senate Finance committee, said Monday that college endowments
would be included in a tax code review. The tax-exempt status
attracted the interest of Congress at a hearing in October 2015
and remained in the spotlight with Republican Congressman Tom
Reed’s initial proposal for the largest endowments to spend more
on tuition assistance. Two congressional committees responsible
for the tax code followed with an inquiry on how the funds are
managed.
“Endowments are part of that overall trend of things to worry
about from Washington,” said Larry Ladd, a director of the higher
education practice at Grant Thornton.
The accounting and advisory firm included endowments in its
annual higher education report, advising clients to “prepare for
legislative changes” and to expect an increased focus on operations,
costs and spending. Endowment investment income isn’t taxed.
The term “endowments” began appearing on more disclosure
forms in the quarter following a congressional subcommittee
hearing in October 2015 and after the joint Senate Finance and
House Ways and Means committee inquiry into the richest 56
private colleges. Republicans in Congress and President Donald
Trump are expected to tackle tax overhaul.
In order to make the tax code more efficient, “Congress must

undertake a comprehensive and thorough review of the entire
statute,” Hatch said in his statement. “That includes exploring areas
of the tax code related to universities and their endowments. I look
forward to discussing this topic further with Finance Committee
members and the Trump Administration.”
Reed, who represents western New York and was a vice chairman
for Trump’s transition team, wants the richest colleges to spend
more of their endowment income on tuition breaks for middleincome families.
Donors receive tax breaks for giving to nonprofits including
colleges. Under Reed’s plan, which is still being developed,
individuals may be able to deduct 150 percent of scholarship
donations that support working-class students while unrestricted
gifts would be deductible at 125 percent. Restricted gifts of more
than $5,000 wouldn’t be deductible.
“Between what has been said on the campaign trail and what
we have seen in Congress in recent months and over the last two
years, we know this is an issue that’s foremost on some members’
minds,” said Josh Farrelman, head of government relations at the
University of Rochester, which has a $1.9 billion fund and some
hospital affiliates in Reed’s district. “We are trying to do our jobs in
terms of educating what these issues are and addressing some of
their concerns.”
Schools said that some endowment money is designated by
donors for specific purposes and can’t be freely spent. Endowments
also invest for the long-term and help fund university operations for
current and future generations of students, educators said.
Lobbying is another avenue to explain that endowments aren’t
simply savings accounts, said Robert Durkee, vice president at
Princeton, the fifth-wealthiest college with a $22.2 billion fund.
“It gives us a chance to say that half of our operating budget is
being funded out of earnings from the endowment,” Durkee said.
“We’re using the endowment every year.”

Cornell, located in the Ithaca, N.Y., district represented by Reed,
said school officials met with legislative representatives, according
to disclosure forms.
“We note that the congressman’s goals align with ours,” Joel
Malina, Cornell’s vice president of university relations, said in a
statement. “We just disagree on the most effective way of achieving
those goals.”
Reed has been concerned about rising sticker prices. As the
student debt crisis worsens, “it is only fair that we require more
transparency to determine whether these schools, which spend
millions of dollars lobbying the federal government, are doing so
on behalf of their students’ best interest or that of their endowments
and Wall Street hedge fund managers,” Reed said in a statement on
Monday.
Endowments’ tax issues have come up before. Sen. Charles
Grassley, a Republican from Iowa, said in a September 2007
Senate Finance committee hearing that he was concerned about
endowment growth as college tuition continued to rise. Grassley
later raised the idea that college endowments should pay 5 percent
of their value each year, using the same rule for foundations.
Harvard, which has the largest endowment in higher education
at $35.7 billion, doesn’t ask families who earn less than $65,000 to
pay, and some families that make more than $200,000 receive aid.
Harvard has included endowments in its lobbying efforts since at
least 2014, according to disclosures.
“We report on issues that are under consideration in Congress
or the executive branch that relate to the education and research
mission of the university,” said David Cameron, a spokesman for
Harvard. “Issues that relate to the endowment certainly fall into
that category. Our efforts thus far have been to generally provide
information and insight into the critical role endowments play in
fulfilling our academic mission.”

Student leaders of Penn
State under scrutiny
following frat death
By Susan Snyder

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Student leaders of Pennsylvania State
University’s fraternity system apologized to
the family of Tim Piazza, the sophomore who
died after pledge night in February, in an
open letter released this week.
“The fraternity experience failed your
son,” wrote Penn State’s Interfraternity
Council Executive Board, in a letter released
publicly Wednesday evening.
The letter also acknowledged problems
with hazing and alcohol abuse and said
the council was committed to making
improvements in the fraternity system.
The fraternity chapter presidents also
announced they would cancel all social
events for the next two weekends and use
that time for philanthropy and “to reflect on
the values of the Greek community and to
consider any necessary changes that need to
be made.”
The open letter from the nine member
executive board, issued by the group’s
communication’s director Michael Cavallaro,
a junior from Milford and a member of Pi
Kappa Alpha, follows a blog post by Penn
State President Eric Barron earlier this week
warning that the Greek system at Penn State
could come to an end if behavior doesn’t
improve. Barron wrote the post after nine
of the university’s fraternities and sororities
were found to have violated new rules put in
place following Piazza’s death and that one
fraternity, Sigma Alpha Mu, violated almost
ever rule.
But the interfraternity council also took
issue with the university for going without
a full-time director of fraternity and
sorority life for almost two years, which it
said was “extremely concerning,” and for
cutting students out of the decision to issue
new rules for the Greek system, including
delaying recruitment until second semester
freshman year and mandating fewer and
smaller parties.

“We are ready to change,” the group
wrote, “but transformation cannot happen
without partnership and a willingness to
listen to and work with one another. Instead
of talking through open letters in the media,
it’s disappointing we have to communicate in
this manner, meet with us, work with us, and
collaborate with us. We are your students,
too.”
The discord between university leadership
and the council has been building since the
death of Piazza, 19, an engineering major
from Lebanon, N.J., who was intoxicated
and fell down the basement stairs at Beta
Theta Pi during pledge night on Feb. 2. He
was moved to a couch upstairs but fraternity
brothers didn’t call for emergency help until
the next morning, nearly 12 hours later.
Piazza died the following day.
The university has permanently revoked
recognition of Beta Theta Pi, which it
said engaged in “forced drinking, hazing
and other illegal activity.” A criminal
investigation into Piazza’s death continues.
The university issued a moratorium
on serving alcohol at Greek social events
through the end of the semester, with the
exception of parents weekend where the
infractions Barron wrote about occurred.
The fraternity executive board in its letter
called on fraternity and sorority members
to share in the responsibility to make
improvements.
“We need to work together across chapters
and councils and begin to have the difficult
dialogue to address the issues of alcohol
abuse, hazing and sexual misconduct that
plague Penn State,” they wrote. “We must
take responsibility for our community
and can no longer make excuses for bad
behavior.”
They also called on other students in the
Penn State community to help.
“We are committed to partnership with
any organization or group of students
who share our desire to create meaningful
change,” they wrote.

