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Evaluating Edinboro:

Burrows looks to improve website,
enhance Boro social media presence

Struggles for
super seniors
By Hannah McDonald
Assistant News Editor

The path from convocation to college graduation is
challenging, winding and sometimes, longer than expected.
What is it that keeps students at their university past the
average four-year mark?
It could be a number of personal things, such as needing
to take time off to care for one’s self or family, or it could
be academic struggles like confusion over which major to
commit to.
To receive financial aid and live on campus, a student
must be full time. Full-time students must take at least
12 credits each semester they wish to use these resources.
Mathematically, though, it is impossible for a student to take
this many credits each semester and still graduate in four
years. Change may be coming at Edinboro in regards to the
12-credit semester.
“We are working hard to make sure the expectation is that
you do 15 because if you don’t, you will be here for longer
than 4 years or [have to] take summer classes,” Aarron
Hunsinger, academic success coordinator at Edinboro, said.
“People might not like me for saying that but I think that’s
a cool concept. You’re paying to take full time course work,

See Senior, A2
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Angela Burrows, the new assistant vice president for communications, community, public relations and marketing.

By Shayma Musa
Copy Editor

Angela Burrows — new assistant
vice president for communications,
community and public relations, and
marketing — says that the next few
months will be a time of evaluation.
“In the next few months, I will be
evaluating where we are in terms of
communications and also work with an
outside company to see what we need to
improve on.”
Burrows left Susquehanna University
after over six years as their director of
communications.
“I chose to come to Edinboro
University because I felt that it was a place
where I could really make a difference,”
Burrows said.
The most important aspect of her
job going forward, Burrows said, is to
“capture the message of the 10-year plan
(announced by university President
H. Fred Walker in September) and
adequately portray the student experience
here at Edinboro.”
In order to do that, Burrows lists
improvements to the university website,
work on the social media presence and
marketing campaigns as being key.
“I think that we will continue to evolve
our social media presence; we will be
using social media as a tool to better
market Edinboro to future students. The
website is, however, the be-all and end-all;
it’s the first place that prospective students
go when they want to learn more about
our university.”
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As Burrows evaluates the state of
communications at Edinboro, she says
going forward the most important thing
will be reducing the number of words
and instead incorporating the use of
infographics into communications.
“Keeping the audience in mind as we
make these changes is important. The
website and social media aren’t for us [the
administration], it’s for the students and
for prospective students.”
Burrows says in order to keep the
interests of students in mind going
forward, she will speak with student focus
groups to better understand what would
help them.
Retention is also an issue that
Burrows sees as being important to her
department. “I think a large part of not
being able to retain students is about not
communicating the resources that we
have available for them as a university.
As we improve external and internal
communications [we’re] making sure
that easily being able to locate available
resources is something that will be kept
in mind.”
Diversity is also a major issue Burrows
feels the communications department can
take a stance on:
“In the past year, there were events
at Susquehanna involving Confederate
flags and swastikas, and students were
not feeling comfortable, or welcomed
in the community. One of the things
that I oversaw was a ‘diversity summit,’
which I worked on until I left and all
over the summer, [and it] was an event
that we were working on collectively

with Bucknell University, Geisinger
Health Center, and a number of local
employers to basically say: collectively we
are not going to tolerate bias, and we are
committed to working together to achieve
diversity in the broader community.
The summit itself was an event that was
intended as kind of a kickoff for a longerterm effort to increase understanding and
to create a more inclusive and respectful
environment in the broader community.”
In promoting and increasing diversity
and understanding of different cultures
at Edinboro, Burrows said: “This
administration clearly believes that it is
all about the students — that includes
making sure that students are supported
in every way, feel comfortable, welcomed
and included here. And I have to say
that there is a lot more diversity here
than there was there (at Susquehanna).
However, not only is it the right thing
to do, and not only is the university
committed to diversity and inclusion and
mutual respect and understanding, but
also the world is totally different now. We
need to make sure that we are preparing
students for a global world; certainly, a
part of that is making sure that there is
exposure to a broad range of different
cultures while on campus.”
Going forward, Burrows plans to
evaluate the demographics on campus in
order to better understand how to,“frame
our narrative.” Burrows began in her
position on Sept. 11.

Graphic: Britton Rozzelle

Kody Duncan is the second tennis EU coach in history.

Edinboro tennis sees second
coach in program history
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Edinboro University’s men’s and women’s tennis coach, Kody
Duncan, began his personal college search by looking at what
college degrees other tennis coaches held. He found a significant
number of coaches have human performance degrees, which
ultimately led him to Edinboro, where he was a student-athlete
from 2011 to 2015.
After being an assistant tennis coach at Allegheny College for a
few months, Duncan accepted the coaching position at Edinboro.
During his playing career at Edinboro, he was 43-26 in singles
matches and 26-28 in doubles. He earned All-PSAC accolades his
sophomore year. He played on two PSAC championship teams and
played an important part in the 2013-14 season in which Edinboro
finished 19-9 and made it to the NCAA Sweet Sixteen.
Duncan is only the second coach in Edinboro’s tennis history.
Lee Underwood was the only previous coach of the new era of
tennis at Edinboro. The tennis program was cut in 2003 and
brought back in 2010.
When he found out he received the coaching spot, Duncan was
elated. He never thought he would get the opportunity to coach at
his alma mater.

See Tennis, B3

Shayma Musa can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.

Voices

Arts
Our Viewpoint
The Spectator
takes a look at the
consequences of
the Las Vegas terror
attack for both people
involved and the
country as a whole,
B4.

A new week, a new gallery, A4.
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Senior
From A1

Grade point salvation
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Freshman year can be difficult for some — it’s a time of transition
from the lackadaisical responsibilities of high school to the tougher
responsibilities of the collegiate lifestyle.
Some students are able to adjust to this new routine, but others
struggle with their first years…leaving a lasting mark on their GPA.
Aarron Hunsinger, Edinboro academic success coordinator, said
the number one reason college students struggle their freshman year
is because they’re unable to successfully adjust to college life.
“There isn’t that handholding (in college), and there’s the
expectation that you read and assimilate some of that information
on your own — you don’t have somebody telling you to do it.”
He continued: “The absolute quickest way to improve a GPA is to
retake courses that are poor letter grades. It becomes tricky because
there are financial aid implications when you’re repeating grades,
so you should always speak with financial aid before you repeat a
course.
“If you just didn’t apply yourself and you can pass the class, the
best thing to do is repeat it because the F will always remain on your
transcript, but the repeated class will exclude the effect of that F on
your transcript,” he said.
Senior psychology major Lisa Montanez began her freshman year
as a pre-med major and a student-athlete playing volleyball.
“Certain classes I couldn’t keep up with because I was exhausted
from everyday practice and being gone every weekend,” she said.
“My grades suffered and I ended up failing my biology class. It was
devastating.”
She had to repeat that course and ended up failing another class
the following semester. She changed majors and took 18 credits, and
did much better academically.
She said she went to the library almost every day and spent hours
in there studying, making flashcards and making study guides. She
also visited a tutor to help her with her more difficult classes.
She said: “I was highlighting the material in the books and
applying it to the examples in my class, as well as my own life, if
appropriate. It was stressful, but those As were much more than a
letter — they represented my hard work and perseverance.”
Senior speech and hearing sciences major Kayla Bittner had
a similar experience and said transitioning from high school to
college was difficult for her because of the courses she was taking.
She didn’t use any on-campus resources, but she started to study
more actively by writing out notes by hand instead of just reading
the material, and she would have family and friends quiz her.
She wishes she would have taken her more difficult classes with
other professors because, “I know people who took someone else,
and they got As relatively easily.”
Olivia Alexander, a sophomore animation major, was going
through family issues when she hit a difficult time in her academic
career. She said her anxiety and depression worsened.
She reached out to the counseling and psychology service office
(CAPS) and the student success center at Edinboro to try to help
with her time management skills and depression.
“I started eating and drinking more to help my mental state,” she
said. “I also started doing things like listening to music to help me
stay focused.”
She had to retake two courses to bring her GPA back up.

“I wish I wouldn’t have let my fears get the better of me. Instead
of panicking and doing nothing, I should have tried to fix my
problems.”
Hunsinger said: “I don’t think I see it as much as some of my
colleagues – but [students] selecting the wrong major [is a large
issue]. So you have to have interest, aptitude and dedication — you
need to want to do it and it needs to be something you’re interested
in and good at in order to perform well.”
Senior computer animation major, Nick Gehlmann, was a
computer science major his freshman year. He said his major pitfall
that year were his programming classes, in addition to a math class.
Instead of reaching out to various resources on campus,
Gehlmann switched his major.
“The art classes came more naturally to me than programming
did, so my grades began to improve.”
After his freshman year, he made sure he went to class, got
enough sleep and didn’t leave large projects until the night before
they were due. He didn’t retake any of the classes from his first year.
“I just kept moving and didn’t look back.”
He said as a freshman that he didn’t fully understand the absence
policies.
“I would sometimes sleep through classes and miss what was
taught that day. Make sure the major you’re in is what you’ll be glad
doing day in and day out, not just in college, but normal life. The
monotony of programming killed my enthusiasm for it.”
“It’s the students who are invested, who come in, who ask
questions, who respond to our outreach, meet with us, sit down
with us and go over using a planner and different types of study
skills — those are the students who are improving and doing better,”
said Hunsinger.
He continued: “It’s the students who avoid our outreach, avoid
our phone calls, avoid our emails, avoid our text messages, complain
about things that they have to do or don’t do them because they feel
like it’s too much or a burden on them to do these extra tasks, those
are the students who we see getting suspended.”
Minus grades and the effect of an “F”
Last academic year, Edinboro changed its grading scale to
include minus grades. While many professors formerly gave As
for percentages of 90-100, now, according to the standard grading
system in the university undergraduate catalog, an “A” grade counts
for percentages 93-100, while the “A-” is 90-92 percent.
For example, if a student is taking 15 credits per semester, and
one semester they receive four As and one F, their GPA would be
3.2. Assuming they received As in the rest of their classes at 15
credits each semester, for seven semesters, their final GPA would be
3.9.
If a student instead received four A- grades and one F, their
semester GPA would be 2.94. If they received five A- grades each
semester for seven semesters, one’s final GPA would only be 3.58.
Finally, if a student receives three As, one B and one F their first
semester, they will have a semester GPA of 3.0. If they continue
for seven semesters at 15 credits per semester,
receiving four As and one B, they will receive a
final GPA of 3.7.
Dakota Palmer can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.
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which is 12 to 18 credits, so you should be taking at least 15,
and if you’re a superstar, do 18 and get your money’s worth,”
he continued.
Even if a student takes 15 credits a semester, when one
chooses to change his or her major also greatly affects
how far set back they would be, said Hunsinger, giving the
example of the nursing major, which needs to be completed
chronologically.
“So, I would say a major change is not inherently a bad
idea,” Hunsinger said on the topic.
“It really just depends what direction they’re going. Major
changes aren’t really a bad thing if they’re done with intent
and with education and understanding of why they’re being
done. People should not switch majors over and over and
over and over just until they find something they like,”
Hunsinger continued.
Be it due to smaller amounts of credits, academic
struggles or financial stresses, not graduating in the
societally average amount of time can have a broad range of
effects on the students.
What is it like for students to be a super senior?
Academically, “just in general it sucked,” former Edinboro
student Ryan Moyer said. He graduated in May of 2015.
“Every semester when you’re ticking off the semesters and
thinking ‘holy crap how much longer do I have?,’ it makes
everything seem longer.”
Socially, school can be a tad awkward for students who
are taking a few extra years to complete their degrees. “As
an older student, sometimes I can feel out of place,” junior
Steve Wensel said. Currently a wood furniture major, Wensel
switched majors more than once, leaving him in college
longer than planned. “My biggest challenge was finding
my passion, and honestly the math and science classes. I’ve
never been strong in those subjects, and they presented
harsh challenges,” he said.
“Even if I’m only 23, compared to 18 year olds that’s still
a hefty enough gap for me to sometimes feel left out or old,”
he continued.
“For your social life, it just makes you feel left behind,
since all of your friends will leave before you, which can be
a challenge,” senior Jake Shuman said of his experience. He
is in his final semester here at Edinboro. Shuman also had a
major change somewhere along his collegiate path. He went
from art education to a major in individualized studies,
concentrating in geography.
According to super senior Wensel, scheduling has played
a major role in keeping students at Edinboro past their
eight semesters. “Beyond mistakes I’ve made, the thing that
really makes getting a degree in 4 years near impossible
is scheduling classes,” Wensel said. “So many people don’t
get the classes they need to move on and complete their
schooling in four years because the classes are too small, or
they don’t have enough faculty to man more than one class.
It’s ridiculous, and it hurts so many people,” he continued.
Edinboro University has 6,550 students enrolled in
total, according to the university’s website. There are 351
full- and part-time instructional faculty, leading to an 18-1
student to faculty ratio. This ratio is dispersed amongst
the 123 baccalaureate degree programs, 16 graduate degree
programs, 10 associate degree programs and 10 certificates
offered at Edinboro.
This appears to be enough to make it possible for students
to graduate on time, but competitive scheduling makes it
difficult. Scheduling at Edinboro is based upon (mostly)
class level standing, Hunsinger said.
“The further along you are in your program, the better off
you are as far as being able to get the classes that you want.
Personally, if a student has done everything that they should,
I’ve never heard of a student not being able to graduate
because something was not available to them. Perhaps,
maybe, they didn’t pay their bill until the last minute and all
the classes were taken up,” Hunsinger said.
“I really don’t think that’s a huge concern,” he concluded.
The title of the super senior is not one a student should
strive for, even though it is catchy.
Yet for these students, their time in school –
albeit a few semester longer – was still a
positive experience.
“I think extending your
stay at college could
ruin the experience
for some people,
but for me it gave
me a chance to really
meet some wonderful
people and I’m sure it is the
same for others as well,”
Shuman said.
“The journey is important
after all, I just hope the goal is
too,” Wensel said.
Hannah McDonald can be
reached at eupnews.spectator@
gmail.com.

News

eupnews.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 117 | Issue 5 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, October 5, 2017

Section A n Page 3

SGA funds 4 requests,
tables one until spring
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor
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Professor Corbin Fowler leads a marching group across campus on Sept. 28.

John Granger gets
technical with Harry Potter
By Jenna Giordano
Staff Writer

Last week, Potterfest took over the Edinboro
University campus, and John Granger, an author
of multiple books focusing on literature, faith and
culture, was the keynote speaker this year.
Granger is likely most famous for his analyzing
of the Harry Potter novels, digging deep into the
meaning of the story.
During his talk on Sept. 27, he spoke on the
seven keys to unlocking Harry Potter.
Granger stated: “We know now that Harry
Potter is not a fad. These books have touched
generations, and fans still continue to talk about
the novels and movies to this day.”
The talk discussed multiple areas of the books,
the first being genre and story setting.
This key, Granger believes, is how the author
answers the question: “What story am I going to
tell?”
However, Granger believes that when J.K.
Rowling wrote Harry Potter, she wrote a “fruit
salad.”
She used a set of genres for her novel, and the
most prominent, according to Granger, were a
story of an orphan schoolboy and a novel in a
gothic setting.
He believes the orphan schoolboy aspect is
the most important because this is how we get to
know Harry from the beginning.
Harry Potter is the boy under the stairs, and as
a reader and viewer, we are there for him, Granger
explained.
He stated, “I mean you would have to be crazy
if you are rooting for the Dursleys.”
According to Granger, Rowling has previously
stated in interviews that Jane Austen is her
favorite author, and that “Emma” is her favorite
novel. He believes this statement is important due
to the fact that she wrote Harry Potter with the
same voice: third person limited omniscient.
This allows us to be practically over Harry’s
head for the entire story.
Granger also pointed out that the Harry Potter
novels are doing two things throughout the
entire series: first, they are satisfying our need for
adventure in a story; second, they are advancing
the larger story, or the ultimate prophecy, as he
put it.
The story is squaring everything up, and

giving us a profound view in terms of a human
experience, he explained.
Harry has death looming over him through
the entire story, just as we do essentially, and this,
according to Granger, is a slow narrative release.
The talk also focused on how the novels deal
with prejudices that we see today, even if they are
in a different world.
For example, you have the competition
between houses, and how “Dumbledore’s Army”
is basically all of the outcasts. And then, you have
the “Muggles” and those with magic. Even though
the context is different, Rowling touches on a lot
of real world issues in our society, said Granger.
He believes the main thing to understand in
the Harry Potter novels is that everything is about
choice. Everything that happens to the characters
and every storyline that plays out is because of a
choice. This helps to show us that choices truly do
matter, he said.
He believes that Rowling places hooks in your
imagination, and that there’s no escape.
“It’s just that good,” said Granger.
He also went on to talk about Christian
symbolism in the novels, as Rowling was writing
as a Christian herself. According to Granger, the
themes, as well as symbols in the story, can all be
tied back in some way to religion.
At one point, Christians were rebelling against
the story because of its context, and Granger
wishes they would open their eyes to see the story
is filled with Christianity.
One of the last points made was how the stories
are all in a “ring composition.”
You are able to lay out chapters of the novels
into a circle and they are all connected.
Rowling wrote the story in order to have
chapters reflect each other and she made it her
formula, he said.
Granger believes this is because Rowling
wanted us to see that everything comes back to
the center, and that everything is important to a
story.
“Rowling wrote with a sense of literary
alchemy. She showed us that she had a plan, and
that plan was to give us a story that we would be
talking about to this day,” stated Granger.

Dakota Palmer can be reached at eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.

Jenna Giordano can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

University searches for winter
commencement speaker
The Spectator
Edinboro University is looking for a senior who
will graduate in December 2017 and who has a
minimum grade point average of 3.5 to speak at
the winter commencement. Students should have
attempted and earned a minimum of 45 credits
at Edinboro University, in addition to having a
completed graduation application.
A graduating senior is chosen to speak at
each of Edinboro University’s undergraduate
commencement ceremonies. An email was
recently sent to students who meet the above
criteria from Dr. Michael Hannan, provost and
vice president for student and academic affairs.
Students are encouraged to check their official
university email account to see if they received
this invitation. If the student received an email,
then they are able to submit a proposal to serve as
the student speaker.

At Monday’s Student Government Association meeting, five student organizations
presented to the EUSGA congress in order to receive funds from SGA.
Clay Club requested $1,297 for a Kevin Snipes workshop. Snipes is an artist who resides
in Pittsburgh who, from Oct. 3-4, came to Edinboro to hold workshops and critiques for
art students. The club has one visiting artist a semester, and requested funding for the
honorarium, hotel and travel costs. SGA voted to allot the club $1,297.
The EUP Sculpture, Fibers and Extended Media Club requested a grand total of $873.28
for a conference in Detroit. Sculpture X is a conference for sculptors and artists working
in 3-D and extended media and was co-founded by two Edinboro professors, Lisa Austin
and Dietrich Wegner. The conference will take place from Oct. 12-14 and a total of seven
students will be attending.
The club also requested $40 for meals for Charles Tucker, a professor at the Cleveland
Institute of Art on Oct. 27 to conduct studio visits and have an artist talk. Tucker is visiting
the campus for free in exchange for Lisa Austin to visit his campus at a later date. SGA
allotted the club the $913.28.
The Psychology Club requested $2,694.17 for the Association for Applied Sport
Psychology National Conference in Florida. Three students will be attending and presenting
at the conference, which takes place Oct. 15-21. The money would cover transportation,
registration and lodging. EUSGA passed a motion to allot the students $2,264.11 after
calculating caps. Additionally, EUSGA will give the money on the condition the students
will give a follow-up report after the conference.
Edinboro ROTC requested $3,909.06 to take 12 people to the Army Ten Miler, which
takes place in Washington, D.C. from Oct. 6-8. This is a 10-mile foot face that will involve
36,000 runners. The cost would cover transportation, registration, lodging and uniforms.
One congress member said they believe sending the ROTC team to this event would add to
Edinboro’s name. SGA approved the motion for $3,727.66.
Kappa Kappa Psi, the national honorary band fraternity, requested $2,023 for the North
East District Convention on March 9 and 10 in 2018. Thirteen members of the fraternity
will be traveling to the convention at Virginia Polytechnic Institute where they will learn
skills for bettering of their fraternity. The money requested would cover travel and lodging.
A executive board member said since SGA’s general fund budget of $90,000 was split
between the fall and spring semesters for this academic year, they don’t believe the club
should receive money from this semester. Since the conference will take place next semester,
congress passed a motion to table the discussion until then.
In addition to the club presentations, SGA President Ja’Cobi Green inducted Aspen
Bradford into congress.
The next SGA meeting will be held on Monday, Oct. 9 at 6 p.m. in Pogue Student Center,
room 310.

The undergraduate winter commencement
ceremony will be held on Saturday, Dec. 16, 2017,
at 10 a.m. in McComb Fieldhouse.
If considering speaking at commencement,
send or deliver a one-page synopsis of the address
you propose to deliver to the Office of the Provost,
Reeder Hall, first floor, no later than Oct. 20.
Students may also email the synopsis to Ms.
Renee Kirk at rkirk@edinboro.edu.
A committee of academic deans and students
will review the proposals and select the finalists.
Each finalist will be contacted to arrange for a
brief oral presentation of his or her topic to the
committee.
If you have any questions, contact the Office
of the Provost at (814) 732-2729.
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‘Surface Tension’ exhibit opens up on Edinboro campus
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‘Surface Tension’ is currently open at Bates. Courtney Powell and Alyssa Rodibaugh have
their work on display.

Erie Art Museum
presents: ‘Hot Wheels’
By Gabriel Hypes
Arts Editor

The Erie Art Museum will be hosting the
Pittsburgh Glass Center’s new traveling glass
studio, “Hot Wheels,” on Sunday, Oct. 8,
from 2 to 4 p.m.
The program is free and part of the
education program, Second Sundays.
This compact traveling glass studio is
complete with “stateoftheart equipment”
needed to conduct glassblowing
demonstrations. It allows “artists to pop-up
all over Northwest Pennsylvania, twisting
and twirling the molten magma making fiery

works of art and to help people of all ages
and abilities to also give it a try.”
“Hot Wheels” aims to bring the art of glass
to people who might not have experienced
it prior.
Guests can also visit “Making the Ordinary
Extraordinary,” an exhibit of “stunning glass
sculptures by artists from the Pittsburgh
Glass Center in the museum’s main gallery.”
To receive updates on this event, RSVP on
Erie Art Museum’s Facebook page.
Gabriel Hypes can be reached at
ae.spectator@gmail.com.
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Examples of Nikki Jo Fair’s summer work.

Art students spend summer interning
By Shelby Kirk

Graphic Designer
As an incoming freshman at Edinboro
University, hoping to pursue a career in the
arts, you’re directed towards a curriculum
sheet. Scanning through the document, it’s
immediately noticeable that there’s a large
space dedicated to credits to put towards extra
art electives or an internship.
Advisors in the art field often encourage
students to reach out to companies to secure
internships and advise them to do so during
the summer between junior and senior year.
Erin Long, a senior graphic design major,
did just that, and spent her summer at Allison
Park Church in Allison Park, Pennsylvania.
Long chose to accept an internship position,
eagerly awaiting the chance to experience
graphic design as a career, rather than just a
student. Reflecting upon her experiences, Long
stated, “having experience in the field will
benefit me once I start looking for a job.”
Long was able to apply skills she had
honed after three years at Edinboro to real
world projects. Skills she learned about
communicating her artistic vision were put
to the test as she encountered clients such as
pastors and worship leaders who weren't as
well-versed in design terms as her usual peer
group of students. “Explaining my work and
choices in ways that I didn't have to before was
a good learning experience,” she said.
Riane Telesz, a senior graphic designer
who interned for Silk Screen Film Festival in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, agrees with Long.
Telesz states that interacting with such a wide
variety of professionals over the course of her
summer allowed her to more accurately decide
the type of job she would like to pursue after
graduation. Telesz was surprised by the more
chaotic nature of the real world, as opposed to
the very deadline-oriented college experience.
She encourages younger design students to
take deadlines seriously and develop successful
time management skills, because it’s hard to

tell what the real world will entail.
Nikki Jo Fair, senior graphic design major
who interned at Sapling Press, a letterpress
company in Lawrenceville, Pennsylvania,
had a similar experience with the fast-paced
nature of intern life. Fair was able to rely on
her self described, detail-orientated approach
and quick learning to take in all the new
experiences.
What surprised Fair was the amount of
“independence” she was given at Sapling. She
anticipated “doing all kinds of preparation
work for the other printers, for Lisa (the owner
of Sapling Press) and for my other co-workers.”
However, before long, Fair was starting and
completing projects on her own. Fair was
quick to express her sincere gratitude towards
Sapling Press and all its employees for all of the
“life experiences” her four months there have
provided her.
Similarly, Luke Scribner, a senior animation
major, who interned at MoreFrames
Animation in Erie, Pennsylvania, expressed
his gratitude for the chance to add professional
work and experience to his resume. Scribner
began his internship unsure of what to expect,
but proudly stated, “the first project I worked
on was actually an animated trailer for IDW's
Transformers comic.”
Scribner was pleased to learn that
MoreFrames, a “small animation studio in my
hometown of Erie,” pulled in many “highlevel” clients that he was proud to have been
able to work with.
All four of these students finished their
interviews encouraging students to pursue
internships of their own. They mentioned
some advantages were building resumes,
practicing interview skills and gaining
invaluable experiences.
Shelby Kirk can be reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com.
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Plan a spring break trip to the ‘Isle of Dogs’

By Livia Homerski

Graphic: Shelby Kirk

Staff Writer

This March, we have yet
another opportunity to
be transported to another
meticulously whimsical world of
director Wes Anderson’s creation.
“Isle of Dogs” is Anderson’s
second animated endeavor, the
first being “Fantastic Mr. Fox”
(2009), the adaptation of Roald
Dahl’s book of the same name.
The trailer for “Isle of Dogs” was
released Sept. 21, and the actual
film is scheduled for release on
March 23, 2018.
“Isle of Dogs” takes place in a
dire dystopian future where the
mayor of Nagasaki decrees that
all dogs are exiled to an island
due to an outbreak of “Dog
Flu” and overpopulation. The
narrative follows five dogs, Chief
(voiced by Bryan Cranston),
Rex (Edward Norton), Boss (Bill
Murray), Duke (Jeff Goldblum)
and King (Bob Balaban) as they
try to help Atari Kobayashi, a boy
from Japan, on a quest to find his
dog, Spots. As if the search is not
daunting enough, the Japanese
government sets out to capture
Atari and bring him home.
Voices from Wes Anderson’s
usual entourage lead the pack,
but “Isle of Dogs” features the
vocal talents of many other
Hollywood alum, such as Tilda

Swinton, Liev Schreiber, Scarlett
Johansson, Frances McDormand,
Ken Watanabe and even Yoko
Ono.
According to an interview
with IndieWire in early 2017,
Anderson was influenced by
Ray Harryhausen’s stop-motion
creatures, and Rankin/Bass
Productions’ animated holiday
specials, such as “Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” He cites
the most heavy influencer of
this film as legendary Japanese
director and screenwriter Akira
Kurosawa.
“The new film is less
influenced by stop-motion
movies than it is by Akira
Kurosawa,” Anderson stated.
Seeing Anderson sink his
muzzle into animation again
is very exciting, especially
stop-motion animation. Stopmotion animation is a difficult
undertaking, due to the tedious
and microscopic movements that
bring the film to life. However,
Anderson’s eye for even the most
scrutinous of details will no
doubt obediently serve this film
well. Even the detail in the trailer
is impressive with its subtle color
schemes, textures and movement.
As a major “Wes Fanderson,”
I’m ecstatic that he’s doing
another film, and one that is
animated nonetheless. Anderson

has ambition, something that I
feel a lot of current blockbuster
directors lack. His unique and
curated style of set building
and filming has led to a large
fanbase of movie consumers and
connoisseurs alike.
The themes of Anderson’s
movies also hit home with a lot
of viewers, including myself.
He tackles issues of family
complications and heartache,
with unusual situations and
sometimes borderline neurotic
mavericks reminding us of our
own quirks and habits. The
writing usually offers something
of a tall tale, a crossover of fiction
and reality, especially in films like
“The Grand Budapest Hotel” and
“The Royal Tenenbaums.”
I am immensely excited to see
what risks Wes Anderson takes
in “Isle of Dogs,” and immerse
myself in a new story. As with
any Anderson creation, it will
certainly warrant a few rewatches
in order to catch all the details.
Even the title is curiously and
cleverly deliberate, just say
“Isle of Dogs” three times fast.
Regardless of how you feel about
dogs, I believe this motion
picture will be a must-see in
2018.
Livia Homerski can be reached
at ae.spectator@gmail.com.

Wonder Woman vs. James Cameron
By Tracy Brown

Los Angeles Times

‘Battle of the Sexes’ stars Emma Stone and Steve Carell.

‘Battle of the Sexes’ serves up
less battle and more surrender
By Gabriel Hypes
Arts Editor

“Battle of the Sexes” is a movie I’ve had on my
calendar ever since the trailer first dropped in
May of this year. Emma Stone and Steve Carell
starring in a movie directed by the duo that
brought us the amazing “Little Miss Sunshine”?
And it revolves around sports? This just had the
makings of an end-of-the-year favorite of mine.
Unfortunately, it didn’t live up to any of that
hype.
Growing up, I was a huge “Rocky” fan. I had
two special edition box sets of movie franchises
in my collection. One was “Star Wars” and the
other was “Rocky.” You may be asking: “What
does a 40-year-old series have to do with this
movie?”
The answer? Everything.
“Battle of the Sexes” tried to be so much more
than a film about tennis. There was a story about
misogynistic men, equal rights for women,
the stigma against homosexuals and the main
character, Billie Jean King (Emma Stone), dealing
with her own personal battles between life and
tennis. All of these things thrown together made
for a “battle of issues.”
Back to “Rocky.” Let me refresh you on how
perfect it truly was and not just the original, but
the series as a whole. Rocky Balboa was so much
more than a boxer. He was an underdog in the
ring and an even bigger underdog in life. The
audience developed this connection with the
character. Bring in Adrian, his new girlfriend
and future wife, and it gives him a piece he was
previously missing.
In every movie, everybody loved Rocky and
there was always a clear antagonist. It was simple.
Good, blue-collar guy works hard to beat the
cheating, America-hating bad guy. Rocky follows
a movie formula that has stood the test of time.
Now “Battle of the Sexes” seemed to attempt
the same formula, but missed the crucial aspects
of it. There was no clear antagonist of the film.

Was it Bobby Riggs (Steve Carell)? I don’t think
so. Being that he doesn’t even become relevant
to the story until halfway through the film,
it’d be tough for him to be the villain. Is it the
misogynistic play-by-play commentator who we
met at the start of the film? Probably not. He was
a major part of the film for the first 20 minutes,
but does not show up again until the end.
The answer is probably men as a whole, right?
I’m still not sure about that. King is battling
her own sexuality throughout the film, and she
receives sly remarks about it from her peers. The
story now seems to be about gay rights and how
things were for King at the height of her power.
The only logical antagonist that I can fathom is
society as a whole in the ‘70s. But that just hurts
the film. Having a world-class athlete compete
in a “circus” of a match, while also focusing
on her battle between tennis and her husband,
girlfriend, misogynistic men and a homophobic
society led to a jumbled mess.
“Battle of the Sexes” worked best as a film
that showed that women are just as important
as men, an issue we as a society are still fighting
today. King and her fellow tennis players did
something huge for women’s rights. Focusing on
that and the “show” of King versus Riggs would
have made for a much better film.
There were numerous other issues plaguing
the film, but even if there weren’t, it still would
not have been enough to look past what I stated
in this review. A movie based on a true story
should have some dramatization, otherwise I
would just rather watch a documentary on the
subject.
“Battle of the Sexes” had a runtime of just over
two hours, but it felt much longer than that (not
in a good way). It’s disappointing to see a movie
with this much potential not reach any of it.
Gabriel Hypes can be reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com.

Wonder Woman has had it with James
Cameron.
Actress Lynda Carter, who starred as the
Amazonian warrior goddess in the '70s TV
series, took to social media to respond to
Cameron's repeated smearing of "Wonder
Woman" in recent months.
"Stop dissing Wonder Woman," wrote Carter
in a Facebook post that called out Cameron for
just not understanding the character.
"The movie was spot on," Carter continued.
"Gal Gadot was great."
In August, the "Avatar" director proclaimed
that the new "Wonder Woman" was a

"step backwards" for women for being an
"objectified" "beauty icon." "Wonder Woman"
director Patty Jenkins rebuked his remarks by
pointing out that "there is no right and wrong
kind of powerful woman."
Cameron has stood by his comments,
recently explaining to the Hollywood Reporter
that his "Terminator" hero, Sarah Connor
(played by Linda Hamilton, who will reprise
the role), was ahead of her time because she
"wasn't treated as a sex object."
It seems that Wonder Woman being
"absolutely drop-dead gorgeous" and wearing
"a kind of bustier costume that was very formfitting" somehow precludes her from being a
strong, complex character in Cameron's eyes.
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Miley Cyrus — Younger Now

The Horrors — V

The California natives have been aging like the fine wine
surrounding them at their black and white parties, and
perhaps more mature themes and experimentation await
in their next release.

This album encompasses the growing up Cyrus has
seemingly done in the past few years, detaching herself
from both Hannah Montana and Crazy Miley.

While some bands may try to stay away from sounding
like their influences, The Horrors take the challenge head
on, making an album that sounds like Depeche Mode
filtered through a psychedelic kaleidoscope.

Standout tracks: “24/7” & “Sadderdaze.”

Standout tracks: “Malibu,” “Thinkin’” & “Bad Mood.”

Standout tracks: “Hologram” & “Press Enter to Exit.”

Barns Courtney
releases debut LP
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Bronsen and the Expedition played at the King’s Rook in Erie on Sept. 22.

Photo: Dakota Palmer

Q&A: Bronsen and the Expedition
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Bronsen and the Expedition, a Washington, D.C.-area band,
may have only been around for less than a year — but they’re
already about to release their first EP, in addition to playing
multiple shows around the eastern region of the United States.
On Sept. 22, the band played two sets at the King’s Rook in
Erie, Pennsylvania to a small room, jam-packed full of people.
The band, which is a fusion of jazz, funk and rock, played with
such energy and grace that every person could be found tapping
a toe to the beat. They’re the band you want your friends to know
you heard before anyone else.
Bronsen and the Expedition, consisting of frontman and
guitarist Bronsen Euard, keyboardist and vocalist Natalie Ahearn
and drummer Conner Kessler, sat down with The Spectator to
talk about the band.
Q: What are your backgrounds? How did you get into music?
Bronsen Euard: I started music at 7 (years old) singing in
school. My first instrument was the electric bass that my mom
found cheap from a friend. Since I was 8, I always was working
towards the goal of being a better player. I sang in choirs and
played at home for a long time before I started writing my own
music and trying to make something new. Combining the work
hard attitude of Erie with the multi-cultural influence of the D.C.
area is what’s made me ready and able to perform the way I do
now.
Natalie Ahearn: I’m from Frederick, Maryland. My history with
music is not something you would expect to hear from somebody
who would now be considered somewhat of a “jazz musician.” I
studied classically until 19, was really into metal/hardcore music,
and then my sophomore year of college, I decided to switch to
being a jazz major and have pursued popular/improvised music
since then. I love it. I always knew that I wanted to be writing
with bands, performing with bands, but for a while I didn’t
have that outlet. Getting into jazz, as well as keyboards and
synthesizers is what got me here. I love the freedom that I have
in this music, and just playing good music in general.
Conner Kessler: I am from northern Virginia, but spent most
of my adolescent years living in Vienna, Austria. I was drawn to
music because it is one of those few things that transcends wealth
and peace. It is a communication of the human experience

through sound. Drums became my passion because they feel like
such a tactile way to express yourself artistically. They are the
only thing that I think provide a physical release and personal
expression.
Q: How did you form Bronsen and the Expedition?
BE: I really was searching for the right people to play with for a
while. I knew I wanted Natalie, but I couldn’t find a drummer,
and I didn’t know any bass players who were ready to commit.
Natalie and I one day were listening to a band that had keys as
the bass, and we had the idea of using a synth bass as the bass for
this group. We thought about bands such as The Doors who used
a keyboard as the bass and decided that we wanted this project to
follow in a similar creative footstep.
NA: I knew Bronsen had these song ideas/the band idea for a
while. He had a trio in high school that performed his music. We
tried performing some of these songs with a few other musicians
at first but things weren’t “jelling” — after some more thought I
said to him: “Why don’t we look for people to play with that we
haven’t played with before? Somebody who has something new
to offer.” He said, sure, but who? I spent some time thinking and
then realized that I had just recently, within the last month or so,
jammed with this guy Conner from work. It was brief, but I knew
from playing with him that he was cool and talented, and could
play! So I hit up Conner, we got together as a group and clicked
instantly.
CK: Natalie brought me to a practice, and I ended up liking these
goons.
Q: What can we expect from your EP?
BE: You can expect a lot of interesting sounds at first (hahaha).
You can expect a lot of passionate lyrics and a lot of groove
mixed together. We are always trying to communicate intimacy
in our music. We’re trying to make you feel what we feel, so
expect that.
NA: A handful of well-written songs that we tried to capitalize
on their strengths during the recording process. We wanted
every song to be uniform to our sound but each one unique.
It’s music that’s easy to listen to, but was recorded with a lot of
thought and attention.
CK: A true attempt to make something worth listening to.
Read the rest of this story online at edinboronow.com.

English singer and songwriter Barns Courtney
released his debut album, “The Attractions of
Youth,” last Friday, leaving me already wanting
more music from him.
Courtney, formerly a member of SleeperCell
and Dive Bella Dive, was dropped from
Island Records and pursued his own musical
career. Broke, he took any odd jobs he could
find, including a computer store worker and
improvisational actor.
The album is full of heart, soul and fire — and
it certainly stands out from most releases today.
Courtney’s comforting, raspy vocals provide a
high-energy tone that is truly hard to replicate.
His voice is a great mix of gentle cowboy and
lonesome rock star.
His first song, “Fire,” has a western-theme
that doesn’t fit the mold of the country, rock or
pop genres. Courtney creates his own category
with this album, combining all of the best parts
of popular genres to defy the standards of the
industry.
“Golden Dandelions” is a softer song,
resembling one of Young the Giant, both vocally
and instrumentally. This romantic rock-ballad has
the high energy of a Neon Trees song, but the soul
of Bishop Briggs. Its fast-paced rhythm will leave
you dancing to its contagious beat.
“Champion” is one of those songs that you can
hear playing every time you see a trailer for a
new drama television show. It’s the one that plays
as the good guys walk away from an explosion,
untouched from the blast. Right now, that song is
“Black Skinhead” by Kanye, and it needs replaced
since that song has been overused. “Champion”
is not your typical pump-up song; it’s more
than that. It’s one of patience, perseverance and
resilience. It’s one that’s motivating, yet humbling
— one that we don’t find terribly often in the
music world.
“Never Let You Down” strays away from the
old western and cowboy vibe that the rest of the
album seems to give off. This one has less energy
and more heart in it than the rest, sporting simple
guitar riffs that add a lot of character in such
subtle notes.
The album is one of the most fun releases
I’ve heard in a while, and I’m very excited to see
Courtney go far. He channels the vocals of Sameer
Gadhia (Young the Giant), Nathan Willett (Cold
War Kids) and the KONGOS brothers (KONGOS)
to create a new sound that is both unique, yet
familiar. His rare musical style is one that is
definitely needed in the world of pop monotony.
Dakota Palmer can be reached at musics.
spectator@gmail.com.

Games
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Answers to last week’s puzzle:

Monday, Oct. 2 — Sunday, Oct. 8, 2017

or trusted family member.

Aries: March 21 — April 19
As a warm-hearted Fire sign, it's in your
nature to help people. You do this without
thinking about what you might receive in
return. This week, friendly Saturn is bringing
back your good karma. Expect friendly,
flirtatious and fun experiences.

Libra: Sept. 23 — Oct. 23
Three planets in your sign are boosting
your spirits. It's a great week for making new
friends and engaging in frisky flirtations. You
could encounter somebody sexy who captivates
you, mind and soul. Be open to chatting and
circulating.

Taurus: April 20 — May 20
Your physical energy is high as Mars is
increasing your stamina. You'll feel more
grounded in your body than you have for a
while. It's a great time to start a new exercise
plan or change your diet to something better.
The healthier you are, the more attractive you'll
be.

Scorpio: Oct. 24 — Nov. 21
Mars is increasing your impatience. Maybe
your honey hasn't been doing his or her share
of the house chores or bill paying. Or perhaps
you are frustrated with something that has
been going on at work. Find productive ways to
channel that energy.

Gemini: May 21 — June 21
Saturn is still traveling opposite your sign,
which has proven to be a bit of a challenge.
People continue to confront you about things
you haven't handled very well, and you need
to come clean about past indiscretions and
mistakes. Just be open and honest.
Cancer: June 22 — July 22
Your emotions are very intense at the
moment. The moon is generating some
melodrama in your closest personal
relationships. Try not to project your own
pain onto your sweetheart. Just because you're
feeling bad doesn't mean it's your boyfriend or
girlfriend's fault.
Leo: July 23 — Aug. 22
You're going through some changes around
your work and education. Although you don't
know where you're headed, you're excited to
make a change. Jupiter encourages you to be
brave and to welcome new experiences, both
personally and professionally.
Virgo: Aug. 23 — Sept. 22
After a period of progress, Mars is slowing
things down a little this week. Don't panic.
This is a great time to meditate and to reflect
on all the interesting things that have been
happening. Talk with a good friend, therapist

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 — Dec. 21
You'll want to express affection and passion.
A bold full moon is helping you to take a risk.
It could be time to declare your love for a new
companion. Or you might decide to take a
long-term, existing relationship to the next
level.
Capricorn: Dec. 22 — Jan.19
It's important for you to focus on money
matters because several planets are helping you
to get some momentum in your career. Even if
you're involved with a significant romance, you
need to reserve a lot of your energy for dealing
with finances if you want to make progress.
Aquarius: Jan. 20 — Feb. 18
This week you'll be drawn to people who
share your sense of humor and creativity.
Mercury is increasing your desire to have
stimulating conversations and to share
fascinating ideas. Avoid folks who are stuck in
a rut intellectually.
Pisces: Feb. 19 — March 20
You've always been pretty psychic since
you're a Water sign, and the moon is enhancing
your intuition right now. Pay attention to your
dreams, your hunches and your gut instincts.
You could figure something out about a complicated person in your life.
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ACROSS
1
6
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
19
23
24
25
28
30
31
32
33
34
36
39
42
44
45
46
47

Brolin of "Life in Pieces"
"How the West __ Won"
Ladd and Thicke
"Get __"
Actor Nick __
"Dude, __ My Car?"; movie for Ashton Kutcher
Part of a minute: abbr.
Orange rind
"The Deep End of the __"; film for Michelle Pfeiffer
Mom's name on "Eight Is Enough"
__Vance; role on "NCIS"
__-do-well; bum
Jon Hamm AMC drama series
Alf and ET
Jai __; fast-paced game
As __ as an owl
Actor Sean __
Bush
Donahue or Gentile
President Hayes' monogram
__ Petrelli; role on "Heroes"
"The Dinah __ Show"
Actress Kirstie
"Deal or No Deal" host
Pen name
Movie for Barbra Streisand

DOWN
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
11
13
15
17
18
20
21
22
25
26
27
28
29
31
33
35
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

Murray and Hooks
__ vera; lotion ingredient
"__ Middle"
Suffix for differ or depend
180 degrees from NNW
"World __ Z"; Brad Pitt movie
"Who Do You Think You __?"
Wall and Easy: abbr.
"Murder, __ Wrote"
"America's Got Talent" judge
Actress Ming-Na __
"Peter __"
Mediocre grade
Very long period
Mayberry resident
Stein or Stiller
2017 and others: abbr.
"A __of the World"; Sigourney Weaver movie
Tavern order
Rather or Aykroyd
"Up in the __"; film for George Clooney
Univ. in Baton Rouge
"__ Did I Get Married?"; Janet Jackson/Tyler Perry movie
"Sanford and __"
Role on "Everybody Loves Raymond"
News journalist and political commentator __ Hume
Part of the foot
Capture
__Wong; actress on "American Housewife"
"7 Little Johnstons" network
Bashful
Garden tool

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Womenʼs Volleyball vs. Seton Hill (Pa.)

Jennifer Hall

10/6 | 7 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse

10/6 | 8 p.m.
Pogue Student Center, Cyber Cafe

Womenʼs Volleyball vs. California (Pa.)

“Bring it to the Table” Film Screening
and Live Table Talk

10/7 | 1 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse

10/12 | 7-9 p.m.
Meadville Street

The Power to Connect by Dr. Sian Proctor
10/12 | 7-8 p.m.
Centennial Hall Lawns

Womenʼs Volleyball vs Slippery Rock
10/10 | 7 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse

In The Community
Football at Gannon

Erie Otters vs. London Knight

World Championship Boxing

Macabre Manor: Haunted Mansion Tour

10/7 | Noon
Gannon University
109 University Square, Erie

10/7 | 7 p.m.
Bayfront Convention Center
1 Sassafras Pier, Erie

10/07 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena
809 French Street, Erie

10/13 | 7 p.m.
Baldwin — Reynolds House Museum
639 Terrace Street, Meadville

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
Wonder Woman

10/4 to 10/8
WEDNESDAY: 8 p.m.
THURSDAY: 8 p.m.
FRIDAY: 5 p.m. | 8 p.m.
SATURDAY: 2 p.m. | 5 p.m. | 8 p.m.
SHOWTIMES:
SUNDAY: 2 p.m.
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Clarion goes down 45-10 to a rush heavy Fighting Scots attack
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Following one of Edinboro’s first games that permitted
tailgating, the Fighting Scots got back on track, defeating the
winless Clarion Golden Eagles, 45-10. On the back of leading
rusher Walter Fletcher, who tallied 30 attempts over four
quarters and over 200 yards rushing, the Scots’ run game wore
down Clarion’s defense.
Two fumbles by Ta’Nauz Gregory on two straight Clarion
kickoffs to open the game certainly made for a foreboding
opening few minutes. Regardless, he was met with unshaken
confidence from the rest of his teammates, including
quarterback Jake Sisson and fellow wide receiver James Clark.
“After the fumbles I knew we were fine. It was early in
the game and I knew he would bounce back, he is a dog,”
Brandon Anderson ensured.

The Clarion sideline had life. The winless team saw an
opportunity to capitalize and finally take the zero out of the
win column, but the stout Edinboro defense had other plans.
Setting the tone early on, as they often do, was the Edinboro
secondary.
Anderson continued, “It’s very important to set the tone of
the game early, be aggressive and always bring that intensity.”
Leading the way and earning PSAC West Defensive
Player of the Week honors was cornerback Zuril Hendricks.
Hendricks intercepted the ball twice in the game, and he
returned one of them or a touchdown in the first half. A
play in the second half almost gave Hendricks his third pick,

See Football, B3

Photos: Michael Lantinen
Top left: Julie Zarnick
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Top spots to puke
Whether you’ve come 
down with a sudden 
stomach bug or had one 
too many “beverages” 
last night,sometimes
vomiting is the only 
option, B5.

An analysis of Nintendo and where
they stand in today’s market, B8.
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Don’t look now
, women’s cros
s country

is back and on

the rise

Women take first among DII programs at Paul Short
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

This was supposed to be a rebuilding year for the
Edinboro women’s cross country team: what happened?
The Paul Short Invitational attracts some of the best
talent across the country, including teams from the
PSAC like Shippensburg, West Chester and Kutztown.
One of these conference foes, Shippensburg, was ranked
as the top school in the conference in a USTFCCCA
ranking just last week. Not anymore.
There are multiple categories and races at Lehigh’s
invite. The gold race represents the largest and most
successful programs with schools like Duke, Villanova
and Georgia at the top. The brown race consists of both
division one and division two competitors, with the
results separated by division after the fact.
Of non division one teams, Edinboro placed first
overall with 81 overall points. Their average time was
only one second faster than Assumption, the second
place team. Paul Short has a history as a fast course,
leaving much to be considered in terms of comparisons
outside of this exact meet.
From first to fifth, the Scots had a 59 second spread
between runners. Leading the way as she has for much
of the year was true freshman Stefanie Parsons. She
would place sixth with a time of 21:46, averaging 5:50

per mile. After the first kilometer, Edinboro held six
spots within the top 16, getting off to a great start.
At the end of the race, four of them finished in the
top 20. Second for the team was redshirt freshman and
transfer Hope Pietrocarlo, who placed eighth in the race.
Pietrocarlo was closely followed by the pair of Jasmine
Fehr and the only non-freshman in the team’s top seven,
Abbey Lang. Running down the crowded final stretch
of the race, the two finished 14th and 18th. That makes
four. You need one more.
The fifth finisher for Edinboro was Tori Klimowicz,
who ran a total time of 22:45. In 35th, Klimowicz has
battled with fellow classmate Brooke Messinger for that
spot and came out on top this week.
Jordan Hauser and Messinger rounded out the squad
in places 59 and 137. Messinger ran 23:12 while Hauser
ran 25:00.
The cross country scoring system works with the first
five finishers, adding their places together. In situations
where there is a tie, the sixth runner becomes the
deciding factor. Of the teams that tied, whichever sixth
runner finishes first wins.
Their next race with be in Romeoville, Illinois for the
Great Lakes Valley Conference meet on Saturday, Oct. 7.
Michael Lantinen can be reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.

Contributed Photos

Women’s soccer ties in home match-up, loses to West Chester
By Madi Gross

Staff Writer/Photographer

vs. Mercyhurst
On Wednesday, Sept. 27, the Edinboro
Fighting Scots women’s soccer team tied
the Mercyhurst Lakers 2-2 after going
into double overtime. The game was
played in Sox Harrison Stadium and
began at 6 p.m.
The Lakers led with the first goal of
the game at the 17:22 mark and scored
by Laia Santos (assisted by Maia Russo.)
The score remained 1-0 going into the
second half of the game until Danielle
Chatten of the Fighting Scots scored her
fourth goal of the season at the 58:37
mark (assisted by Alex Root.)

Ashley Mutkus of the Fighting Scots
followed her teammate’s goal with a
strike of her own, assisted by Rebecca
Manns at the 77:38 mark. The Lakers
quickly responded with a goal scored
by Anja Korte and assisted by Maggie
Hilton (83:02) to tie up the game.
Both teams held up their offensive and
defensive ends through two overtimes.
In an interview with The Spectator’s
Gabe Hypes, Head Coach Gary Kagiavas
stated, “We had a good game plan, I
think we were very effective.”

at West Chester
On Saturday, the Edinboro women’s
soccer team suffered a 2-0 loss against
the West Chester Golden Rams at West
Chester University.
The game kicked off with a slow start;
both teams were without a goal until
West Chester’s Shayna Macfarlane — a
junior forward/midfielder — scored her
first goal of the season (40:01).
As the second half began, the Golden
Rams quickly scored the second and last
goal of the game. The goal was scored
by freshman midfield/defensive player
Brittany Reffit (assisted by sophomore
Jenny Bail) at the 45:50 mark.
That would be the last goal scored.

In this game, Edinboro had seven
shots total and two shots on goal versus
West Chester’s 10 shots on goal. Senior
Ashley Mutkus had two shots and
one shot on goal and senior Colleen
Brodman had one shot on goal. Marisa
Zupen and Faith Reash, both freshmen,
had one shot each.
After this game, the team sits at 4-4-2
overall and 3-4-2 in the Pennsylvania
State Athletic Conference. The team will
next travel to Clarion University to face
the Golden Eagles in their next PSAC
match-up on Oct. 4.
Madi Gross can be reached at sports.
spectator@gmail.com.
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Tennis
From A1
“Life throws curveballs at you. This opportunity came
about, and I wasn’t going to let it go.”
Duncan feels some pressure as he steps into his former
coach’s role, “just because they’ve been successful.” Duncan
knows “the women’s and men’s team made nationals last
year.”
Duncan believes his experience as an athlete at Edinboro
will help him as he coaches. He plans to draw on his personal
experiences to help give his players advice when he needs to.
He believes the fact that he’s familiar with the campus has
helped him help the players on the team.
“I think a very important thing when it comes to coaching
is having experience with similar situations those athletes
might deal with on a daily basis or specifically a match.”
Looking forward, Duncan hopes to continue the success of
the tennis programs at Edinboro. He acknowledges that the
women’s team lost valuable seniors last year, but he believes
they can continue to succeed at the level they achieved last
season. He believes the men’s team can maintain their success
and win a conference championship.
“I am honored to be here. I am going to do my very best to
not disappoint anyone that is a tennis fan and hopefully we’ll
have a successful season.”
Erica Burkholder can be reached at sports.spectator@gmail.
com.

Football
From B1
but he would collide with
fellow safety DeVon Groves,
who jokingly claimed that
Hendricks was getting too
greedy.
The majority of Sisson’s
snaps would come from
the shotgun where he was
flanked by Fletcher. The
threat to run was there all
night, giving Sisson the
ability to run the play action
with great efficiency. During
the drive that led to his
first passing touchdown, he
was able to mix it up with
running back sweeps, playaction passes and a screen
pass.
The Scots would go up
28-3 at the end of the first
half, leaving very little
doubt in the fans at Sox
Harrison. Finishing off the
second quarter in style, the
offense for the Scots caught
Clarion off guard. Deep in
the Golden Eagles red zone,
Sisson threw to Gregory in
motion on the right side of

the field. Gregory looked up
field only to immediately
bring the ball up into a
throwing motion as he
threw it all the way across
the field to a wide open
Sisson who trotted in for a
touchdown.
The second half didn’t
bring as much excitement,
but the Fighting Scots kept it
a quiet game, holding their
opponent to seven points
while adding 17 of their
own.
The next game will be
against Gannon University,
Saturday at noon, followed
by Edinboro’s homecoming
matchup against Mercyhurst
at home. For coverage of
those games, tune into
88.9 WFSE radio or tune
into Edinboro television at
edinboronow.com for the
homecoming contest.
Michael Lantinen can be
reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.

Daniel Fernandez, left, and Vitor Albanese, right, pose after winning doubles championship.
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Fighting Scots sweep PSAC singles and
doubles championships at Bloomsburg
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
For the first time in the history of the PSAC, a player has
won three singles titles at the conference championships.
Vitor Albanese claimed the PSAC singles title with a 5-7,
7-6 (4), 10-8 win over Ruri Fraser of Mercyhurst. Before
he claimed the singles crown, he teamed with fellow senior
Daniel Fernandez to win the PSAC doubles title, 8-1,
over Nenad Terzic and Unai Gonzalez of Mercyhurst. The
tournament was hosted by Bloomsburg.

Last fall, Albanese became the men’s player in PSAC history
to win two back-to-back singles titles, so it was only fitting
that he continued his streak and set more Edinboro tennis
history. In the spring, he was named PSAC men’s tennis
Athlete of the Year.
With the doubles win, Albanese and Fernandez prevented
Terzic of Mercyhurst from winning three straight doubles
titles. The Fighting Scot duo also became the first team to
only drop three games in route to the title.
Edinboro returns to action when they travel to West
Chester for a PSAC match up at 1 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 6.

The Spectator’s local NFL coverage

Steelers fans have difficulties with the
actual value of their team. They are so used
to them being good all the time that even
when they’re playing well, fans doubt their
capabilities. Their defense is good. They
currently rank second in yards allowed
per game and third in points allowed per
game. And we all know what the offense is
capable of.

The Buffalo Bills are in a similar, yet
completely opposite situation. They rank
well in both defensive categories that the
Steelers do, but their fans have no idea
how to act. That’s what happens to an
organization that misses the playoffs for
17 straight seasons. Tyrod doesn’t turn the
ball over and McDermott is everything
that this team has needed in a coach.
Health is key.

If you’re a Browns fan, you tell yourself,
“this is our year, we made the right moves
and it’s going to pay off now.” Trust me,
I’m a Bills fan, I know. This was a step in
the wrong direction. The Bengals haven’t
proved they are any good and the Browns
went down 31-7. Deshone Kizer had no
chance. To turn this one around, they need
a win, it’s simple.

Women’s volleyball splits past two games
By Macala Leigey

By Madi Gross

The Edinboro Fighting Scots women’s volleyball team fell to the
Shippensburg University Raiders last Friday in a three set match hosted
in Edinboro’s McComb Fieldhouse, but then advanced their record to
12-3 as they defeated Millersville University the following day in three
sets.
Coming into the Shippensburg match-up, the Fighting Scots had
momentum from their previous PSAC win against Lock Haven; the
team’s first PSAC win of the season.
However, that momentum didn’t carry the women far as they lost to
the Raiders in three straight sets: 25-22; 25-19; and again 25-19.
Senior Challen Litwiler led the Scots in kills, 12, and digs, 13, with
freshman Cierah Jackson following close behind with eight kills.
Sydney Trathen, senior setter for the Scots, led in assists, having 32 for
the night.

On Saturday, the Fighting Scots women’s volleyball
team faced Millersville University and won 3-0. The
match took place in McComb Fieldhouse with a start time
of noon.
The Scots took the first match of the game with a score
of 25-16 and matched that score for their second win. The
third match ended with a score of 25-20, also went to the
Scots, completing their three game sweep. This brings the
team to a 12-3 overall and 2-2 in the PSAC record.
The team will next play Seton Hill University Friday,
Oct. 6, at 7 p.m. in McComb Fieldhouse and then
California University of Pennsylvania on Saturday at 1
p.m. in McComb Fieldhouse.

Managing Editor | News

Macala Leigey can be reached at spectator.sports@gmail.com.

Staff Writer

Madi Gross can be reached at sports.spectator@gmail.
com.
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Sydney Trathen falls back and looks to return the ball during a match against the Shippensburg Raiders.
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Our Viewpoint

A lone vase of flowers left on Las Vegas Boulevard and Reno Avenue for the victims of the mass shooting on Oct. 2 in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Photo: Tribune News Service

Thoughts and prayers won’t change anything, action is the only option
By Roman Sabella
Voices Editor

Two hundred loaded magazines, one gunman aged 64,
59 dead including the gunman, 515 injured. This should be
shaking the United States to its core, but instead it’s merely
business as usual and just another Monday morning.
It seems to happen the same way every time: news media
reports it, timed delays for releasing of the shooter’s photo,
mass postings about “thoughts and prayers,” lackluster gun
debate, and finally, nothing. Now, here we are at the gun
debate part of the cycle looking like we’ll go nowhere yet
again.
I am sick of the lack of caring on both sides of the aisle,
because it’s doing nothing but harm the American people as
we lose more lives and just stare at each other dumbfounded.
On the right, we have political puppets with their pockets
so full of gun lobbyist payoffs they can’t and won’t make a
move, while on the left we have weak half-hearted arguments
that do little to nothing other than agitate a conservative or
two.
Let’s for a second look at the man who perpetrated the
genocide on the Vegas Strip on Sunday evening, but mind
you I will not use his name because some people are not
worth a name. Those who lost their lives deserve the real
recognition here, not the shooter.
The shooter was a white, unmarried 64-year-old man living
in a retirement village in Mesquite, Nevada, about 98 miles
northeast of Las Vegas. He was someone described by one
neighbor as “just a guy” and “an army of one,” but sadly the
second one took on a far deadlier meaning.
None of his neighbors or family knew he had any guns in
general, and in any video interview, one can tell they truly are
as baffled as we are by the actions he took.
Was this a question of unchecked mental health? Possibly,
but regardless it was highly premeditated.

Police have recovered 47 shotguns, rifles, and pistols from
three separate locations purchased in Nevada, California,
Utah, and Texas, showing more than enough evidence that
something was wrong.
Why are such purchases not tracked nationally? These
purchases show more than just an avid collector; it appears as
if the purchaser is planning to fund an army.
The shooter, in the week prior, had bet big in one of his
online poker games, winning a whopping $100,000 which
he funneled to an account belonging to his live-in girlfriend,

From both the front of the stage and
back people were being shot. I thought
there were multiple shooters...People
were screaming.

— Ruth Thompson, Director
of the ANNA Shelter (Erie)

Marilou Danley, who was visiting her home in the Philippines.
Every action this man took pointed to something big, yet he
was missed by everyone’s radar. Legislation must be made in
order to implement both a system for universal background
checks, as well as a bill to prevent those who are on the “NoFly” list and those deemed mentally unfit from purchasing a
firearm.
Before you stop me, I know that I didn’t say this was
inherently a mental health issue, but just because it wasn’t, at
least at this moment, part of the cause for this shooting, it has
been a major cause before.
“From both the front of the stage and back people were

Photo: Tribune News Service

UNLV students pick up electronic candles for a candlelight vigil for the victims of the mass shootings.

being shot. I thought there were multiple shooters because the
sound was different from the places bullets were hitting,” said
Ruth Thompson, director of the ANNA Shelter in Erie, who
was in the crowd during the shooting.
These are not just nameless people in these shootings; these
are our neighbors, friends, family and furthermore our fellow
Americans, and it is a dishonor to them for us to not politicize
such an issue. It is wrong to not bring in politics, as this is a
part of the reason why such events are allowed to happen.
Going onto social media will find you face-to-face with a
horde of hindsight heroes who apparently are just never there
to stop the bad guy, yet if we had more guns, they could. This
is simply not true and won’t help us out, so the answer really
lies in legislation.
I think that the person who has called out the hypocrisy of
suppressing gun debate the best is Jimmy Kimmel who spoke
somberly about it in his Monday night monologue.
“They say it’s inappropriate to be talking about it because
it’s too soon. Well, maybe it’s too soon for you because deep
down inside, you know you bear some responsibility for the
fact that almost anyone can get almost any weapon they want.
And you want to now cover yourself until the storm of outrage
passes and you can go back to your dirty business as usual,”
said Kimmel, as he struggled to not choke up throughout the
newscast.
We are in a sad state of affairs when late night hosts
like Kimmel are more emotional and concerned than the
politicians we vote in to protect us. We must form educated
dialogue across all party lines and we must change, because if
we don’t, we have nobody to blame other than ourselves.
Roman Sabella can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.
com.
If you are interested in donating blood to the Red Cross
contact them at (800) RED-CROSS (800-733-2767) or find your
nearest blood drive at redcross.org.

Photo: Tribune News Service

Families of the victims console each other.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Hold up guys...I think I’m sick: Top five
places on campus to puke, hurl and rally

Photo: Tribune News Service

John Wilder, background, welcomes Muslims to the U.S.

The hateful 8:
Trump’s newest list
By Jada Salvi

Contributing Writer
Graphic: Shelby Kirk

Someone who obviously didn’t read our article.

By Livia Homerski
Staff Writer

NOTE: Consume alcohol responsibly
(as long as you’re of legal age), and the
ramifications of alcohol abuse can persist
long past the initial period of intoxication.
If you or someone you know is dealing with
alcohol addiction, call (800) 662-HELP.
You can also see “the National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism’s related web
page describing alcohol’s effects on the body”
through drugabuse.gov. The Spectator does
not promote binge drinking or underage
drinking.
Whether you’ve come down with a 
sudden stomach bug or had one too 
many “beverages” last night, sometimes 
vomiting is the only option. Yes, it’s 
gross, but it’s one of those inevitable and
embarrassing things that will happen at 
one point in your college career. These 
spots have been selected as some of the 
most safe and comfortable places to retch 
while you’re out and about on campus.
1. The “Boujee” Bathrooms of Ross Hall
The bathrooms of Ross Hall are 
for someone who wants options, and 
somewhere to purge in style. There is 
a set of bathrooms located just to the 
right of the entrance facing Hamilton, 
complete with an open doorway for a 
speedy getaway. However, your dryheaving and guttural anguish will echo 
through the main hall of Ross, so aim for 
this one if you don’t mind being heard. 
The real diamond of Ross is the bathroom 
behind the stairs on the lower level. These 

bathrooms offer a retreat from the hustle 
and bustle above, thanks to doors on the 
bathroom itself, and calm lighting. Not 
a whole lot of people wander into these 
bathrooms, so it is likely that you will be 
alone. The other benefit of choosing Ross’ 
restrooms is that everything is fairly new, 
so you’ll be sitting in front of the “john” in 
a modern, yet comfortable aesthetic.
2. Under the Skybridge 
You’re heading towards the bathrooms 
in Ross, but there’s no way you’re going 
to make it all the way there. In order to 
spare the Skybridge from becoming an 
express tunnel of your airborne illness, opt 
for underneath the Skybridge! Excellent 
features include large columns to lean 
against during stomach convulsions, 
an overhang to protect you from our 
frequently inclement weather, and even 
a variety of fauna near the same creek 
that flows under the bridge between Fake 
Lake and Pogue! I would advise staying 
away from the road. I also enjoy this 
location because with a little twisting, you 
could make a great parody of “Under the 
Bridge” by Red Hot Chili Peppers. “Under 
the Skybridge by Ross is where I lost my 
lunch!”
3. Mallory (Fake) Lake 
This next place is for the nature lovers, 
or those who thought they could make 
it to their 9 a.m. in Compton with a 103
degree fever. Fake Lake is great because 
you can easily veer off the path and puke 
in the tranquility of nature. There’s plenty 
of bushes and lakeside brush the closer 
you get to the Pogue Student Center. 
There are benches all around the lake for 

you to sit or lie down on. The little bridge 
over the creek between Pogue and Fake 
Lake is also a nice spot to lean over and let 
it all out. Just try to avoid the geese, if at 
all possible.
4. The Lone Bathrooms of Loveland 
Loveland is an art building, so the 
clientele and traffic is typically limited. 
This lovely bathroom is located in the 
hallway downstairs and features several 
stalls. Need to take a seat and rest your 
head in your hands as the next wave of 
nausea passes? No problem, there’s a desk
conveniently located next to the sinks. The 
room is also decently soundproof, so dryheave away. When you’re feeling better, 
comfort yourself with the great art on 
display in Bates Galley down the hall.
5. Good Old Ghering Health Center 
Last, but not least, Ghering Health 
and Wellness Center in McNerney Hall 
is another essential spot to vomit at on
campus. It’s centered between Butterfield 
and Rose Hall, and directly ahead of
the library, so it covers that side of 
campus. Ghering prefers that you make 
an appointment, but they also handle 
walk-ins for immediate problems, like 
you immediately barfing. Not only could 
you upchuck there, you could also get a
diagnosis and treatment from a very kind 
staff. I’d advise coming here anytime you 
start to feel ill.
Livia Homerski can be reached at voices.
spectator@gmail.com.

President Donald Trump
recently tweeted out the
eight countries that are
officially on specific travel
restrictions.“The travel
ban into the United States
should be far larger, tougher,
and more specific,’’ Trump
tweeted on Sept. 15.
This list apparently comes
from countries that do little
to screen against people
coming from their country to
the United States.
Earlier this year, countries
were told to make better
security measures with
citizens coming to the U.S.
and if they were not taken
by mid-July, then they had
50 days to do so or be given
severe travel restrictions.
The countries that have
not met these requirements
are North Korea, Syria,
Chad, Yemen, Libya, Somalia
and Venezuela. “We need to
know who is coming into our
country. We should be able
to validate their identities,’’
Miles Taylor, counselor
to secretary of homeland
security, said.
Each have their own
restrictions, with some
countries grouped together
with the same restrictions.
This is unlike with the
previous travel ban that was
short and had a time limit
of 90 days; the new travel
restrictions are indefinite,
condition-based, and are

not timed-based. This was
confirmed by the senior
administration official.
Although these
restrictions only pertain to
these countries, more than
likely this will affect all types
of travel for people leaving
and coming back to the U.S.
Travelers will probably
have to go through enhanced
screening and vetting
requirements, and those
from the previous ban that
were able to stay due to a
“bona fide’’ relative, have
until Oct. 18 to get legal
status or also face these
restrictions when they are
said to begin.
Those that protest the
new restrictions say that it’s
still a ‘’Muslim Ban,’’ as most
of the countries on this list
are still majority Muslim
countries.
“Six of President Trump’s
targeted countries are
Muslim countries. The fact
Trump has added North
Korea — with few visitors
to the U.S. — and a few
government officials from
Venezuela doesn’t obfuscate
the real fact that the
administration’s order is still
a Muslim ban,’’ said Anthony
D. Romero, executive
director of the ACLU.
Others have the same
complaint and will be
taking them before the U.S.
Supreme Court next month.
Jada Salvi can be reached at
voices.spectator@gmail.com.

You’ve got mail: Kushner under scrutiny
after evidence of private emails is found
By JoAllie Paluchak
Staff Writer

It seems as though Trump
and his fellow colleagues just
can’t get enough negative
press these days. Once again,
another scandal has reached
the headlines regarding
Trump, however, this
particular incident revolves
around Trump’s senior
advisor and son-in-law,
Jared Kushner. Not only is
Kushner under investigation,
but so are his wife and the
president’s daughter, Ivanka
Trump.
Several news outlets, such
as CNN, have established
that Kushner and possibly
six other senior officials are
being questioned regarding
their use of personal emails
to conduct government
business. Sound familiar?
Furthermore, Kushner has
been reported to be less than
forthcoming with the Senate
intel committee about the
context and the extent of his
private emails. Nonetheless,
the White House has deemed
it appropriate to conduct
a performance review of
all staff members. Sarah
Huckabee Sanders, press
secretary, responded to
reports on Monday, stating
staff “are further instructed
that if they receive workrelated communication on
personal accounts, they
should be forwarded to
official email accounts.”
According to Politico.com,
Kushner and Ivanka Trump’s

private email domain is
under specific scrutiny due
to the fact that they have
been engaging in government
communication via emails,
even after the election, and
it has continued throughout
2017.
Yet, Politico writes: “The
probe could take several
weeks or even months
to complete. The White
House counsel’s office is
reviewing the accounts
to determine whether the
messages are germane to any
investigations such as the
ongoing Russia probes by
Congress and special counsel
Robert Mueller.”
This insinuates that
America’s people will be left
without a clear answer for
some time on whether or
not Trump’s officials have
put innocent citizens’ lives
at risk due to the possibility
that government business
has been leaked to outside
sources via personal email
servers.
Although the ideology
of the scandal itself is not
groundbreaking news due to
Hillary Clinton’s involvement
and her history of utilizing
private emails to discuss
government concerns, the
hypocrisy at play is mindboggling.
Hillary Clinton has
spoken regarding how the
investigation of her emails
cost her the election in
her eyes. “Clinton said she
‘would’ve won’ if Comey had

not intervened. It stopped my
momentum. It drove voters
from me. And so that, in
terms of my personal defeat,
was the most important
factor.”
Furthermore, Kushner’s
actions have contributed to a
supreme lack of trust in our
government officers, which
can be seen from local riots
and protests. Regardless of
the minute details of the
outcome of the report, the
media coverage and lack of
structured guidance from
officials during this time,
says it all.
We are once again
questioning, just as we did
with Clinton during her
campaign, the ultimate
motive, consequences and
end goals of our political
figures.
My overarching concern
for the entirety of the issue is
more focused on the leaders
who engaged in foul play and
less of the corrupt venture
itself.
You see, it’s easier to
label the act as a moment
of weakness or fault, than
to confront and evaluate
the person’s values and true
self. But, if that particular
individual’s actions has the
potential to influence and
negatively affect millions of
American lives, we must take
action to negate future harm.
JoAllie Paluchak can be
reached at voices.spectator@
gmail.com.

Nobody has free speech unless we all have free speech.

Graphic: Shelby Kirk

Sessions really has a point on free speech
By Michael R. Bloomberg
Bloomberg View

As a defender of the First Amendment,
Attorney General Jeff Sessions has terrible
timing. But he has a legitimate point, and it’s
one that shouldn’t be lost on either the U.S.’s
college students or his boss, President Donald
Trump.
Sessions went to Georgetown University
on Tuesday to deliver a robust defense of free
speech on college campuses. He would have
had more credibility had he rebuked Trump
for his incendiary attack on National Football
League players who kneel during the national
anthem as an expression of political protest.
Doing so might well have cost Sessions his job,
but as one of his predecessors understood, he
serves the Constitution, not the president.
However flawed the messenger, Sessions’s
speech identified a real and growing problem:
College students and administrators have
been displaying a shocking disregard for
First Amendment rights. Recent incidents
involving violent protesters and overzealous
administrators have made headlines, but they
are not isolated cases.
An unwillingness to hear opposing views
is getting to be a defining feature of campus
culture.
A recent survey of students at four-year
colleges and universities uncovered an
alarming level of both legal ignorance and
political intolerance: Almost half (44 percent)
do not believe that the First Amendment
protects hate speech. A majority thinks that it
is acceptable to shout down an objectionable
speaker to prevent the audience from listening.

One in five thinks that, to accomplish that
objective, violence is justifiable.
Over the long run, these attitudes threaten a
bedrock of American freedom. Respectful and
reasoned dialogue is essential in a democratic
society, and its survival depends on leaders
— inside and outside government — who will
vigorously and unflinchingly defend the rights
of speakers with unpopular viewpoints.
The rise of intolerance on campus has
coincided with the increasing homogeneity of
the academic faculty. In 1995, liberal faculty
members outnumbered conservatives by
roughly two to one. Today, it is closer to five to
one, and rather than man the barricades, many
have joined students in protesting the presence
of conservative speakers on campus.
Administrators must shoulder some of
the blame, too. By tolerating and sometimes
nurturing a culture in which students feel
entitled to protection, through safe spaces and
trigger warnings, they are sheltering students
from opinions they may find challenging or
even disturbing. These are precisely the ideas
that colleges should be exposing them to.
The country’s best hope for countering an
increasingly polarized and vitriolic political
environment rests with its citizens’ willingness
to listen to one another. This is especially
difficult, and especially necessary, when they
disagree, even profoundly. If colleges cannot
teach this skill, and impart that value, the
threat of censorship and violence will only
grow. More civic leaders from both parties
should take up this challenge.
Free speech is an issue that must transcend
partisanship.

World
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Saudi Arabia allows women to drive
By Melissa Etehad and Nabih Bulos
Los Angeles Times

BEIRUT — "This is a statement with the names of the whores
who had fallen prey to vice and corruption."
So began a public list naming 47 Saudi women who, almost 27
years ago, circled around Saudi Arabia's capital, Riyadh, in their
cars. It was an act of defiance against a ban on female drivers
that was no less absolute for being unofficial.
In the days that followed, the women were vilified by
thousands of "Mutawaeen," the Saudi religious police tasked
with applying the country's harsh interpretation of Sharia,
or Islamic law. Many lost their friends, jobs and even their
passports. For years later, their detainment and harassment by
authorities became a matter of routine.
But last week, a surprise announcement by Saudi King
Salman decreed that both men and women would be issued
driving licenses starting in June. It was the end of an unwritten
injunction that had long become a black mark on the kingdom's
image.
That it was a victory for women's rights in Saudi Arabia is a
given. But it was also another step in the plan, named "Vision
2030" by its architects, to lessen the country's dependence on
oil, keep more of its money within its borders and galvanize its
people into joining the workforce.
"Women in Saudi Arabia have been advocating for the lifting
of the ban in the 1990s and again in 2011 and 2013," said Hala
Dosari, a fellow at Harvard University's Radcliffe Institute.
"The timing had less to do with social pressure and more to do
with the government recognizing that in order to accomplish
its ambitious economic vision they had to make gradual
adjustments."
The ban had long been a financial and logistical obstacle
to women becoming a part of the country's economic life.
With public transportation out of the question, many were
forced to employ chauffeurs to go to work or run errands, said
Mohammed Alyahya, a Saudi expert at the Atlantic Council, a
think tank, in a phone interview on Thursday.
A 2017 labor survey released by the Saudi General Authority
for Statistics said about 1.3 million foreigners were hired as
drivers, accounting for roughly 60 percent of foreign domestic
workers in the country. But much of that money would never
stay in Saudi Arabia.
"The remittances from drivers alone reach almost $4 billion.
That's a significant recurrent toll that's leaving the Saudi
economy on a yearly basis as a result of a government regulation
barring women from driving," said Alyahya.
Dima Jardaneh, head of Middle East and North Africa
research at Standard Chartered in Dubai, said the figure could
be as high as $10 billion.
"This will boost disposable income of households, particularly
for women, if they were covering the cost of transport
themselves," she said in a phone interview Thursday. She
added that even if the money were used for purchasing or
maintaining vehicles, it would nevertheless increase "household
consumption" in the country.
The ban was also one of many factors affecting women's
ability to join the workforce (experts estimate female labor
participation in the Saudi economy is 17 percent to 22 percent).
That number is especially low, given the high percentage of
female college graduates in the country.
"Women had been pushed to enter the private sector as
lawyers and engineers, but the biggest problem has been a
logistical one, among both high-earning and low-income
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Starting in June 2018 both men and women of Saudi Arabia will be eligible for a driver’s license.
households," Alyahya said.
But allowing women to drive, said Fawaz Gerges, a professor
at the London School of Economics, "will not only save money
but also simplify the lives of working Saudi women who must
rely on either their male relatives or private hires transportation
to get them to and from work."
"It is a win-win policy for Saudi society and economy."
With a female population of 14.8 million, experts see a market
for driving schools for women. (One activist suggested such
schools should be named after the 47 women arrested in 1990.)
It will also require the hiring of additional female staff and
trainers.
It would also make Saudi Arabia a more palatable location for
highly skilled foreigners, said Alyahya.
"Much of the international talent in Saudi Arabia doesn't want
to live in the country. They prefer to live in Dubai and go back
and forth," he said.
The repeal was also a public relations coup for Saudi Arabia.
Despite having spent billions of dollars on lobbying and PR
firms in the U.S., the country was more often in the news for its
role in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, its human rights record or
the brutal war in Yemen.
In the run-up to the announcement, an event had been
organized at the behest of the Saudi Embassy in Washington,
while the country's Foreign Ministry tweeted a cartoon of a
smiling, veiled woman in the driver's seat of a car.
"Saudi Arabia allows women to drive," declared one caption in
English. It was replicated in eight other languages.
David Ottaway, a Middle East fellow at the Wilson Center,

a think tank based in Washington, said that although allowing
women to drive is a step forward, there are other obstacles to
female participation in the workplace.
"Women still have to work in segregated settings. Soon
officials will also have to deal with the issue of what type of
permission women will need to get in order to drive," Ottaway
said.
One barrier, he said, is the guardianship system requiring
women to get permission from a male relative.
"You have this young prince who is trying to modernize the
kingdom and so having women not drive is a contradiction of
the 2030 vision he put forward, so you have to give him credit by
taking on the religious establishment," Ottaway said, referring to
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the son of the monarch.
"If officials allow women to get their license on their own
without permission, then that is a big step in undermining the
guardianship system, so we will have to wait and see how it's
applied."
That sentiment was echoed by Philip Alston, the United
Nations' special rapporteur on extreme poverty and human
rights.
"The royal decree issued by Saudi Arabia's King Salman
allowing women to drive cars is an enormous step forward. But
it should now be complemented by a similar measure enabling
women to work without requiring the approval of a male
guardian," Alston said.
"The end of the driving ban is of crucial importance for Vision
2030 because it unlocks the economic potential of women in the
kingdom, especially those women living in poverty."

No motive yet for Las Vegas shooter, gun debate rages

Photo: Tribune News Service

Officials report that the Las Vegas gunman had cameras installed outside his hotel room.

By Matt Pearce and Cindy Carcamo
Los Angeles Times

LAS VEGAS — The gunman who attacked
a Las Vegas country music festival installed
cameras outside his hotel room, including at
least one in a room-service cart, to watch for
the approach of police officers, Clark County
Sheriff Joe Lombardo said Tuesday.
Officials still haven't offered a motive for
why Stephen Paddock, 64, of Mesquite, Nev.,
opened fire at a concert across the street from
the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino Sunday
night. Fifty-nine people were killed and more
than 500 injured in the attack.
But additional information obtained by
investigators revealed the extent to which
Paddock apparently "pre-planned extensively"
for the attack, Lombardo said.
One Mandalay Bay security guard, who had
become separated from police, was shot in the
leg through the door of Paddock's room when
he approached, Lombardo said. The security
guard escaped and police surrounded the
room, eventually breaking inside, where they

discovered that Paddock had killed himself.
Lombardo said that Paddock's girlfriend,
Marilou Danley, was still out of the country
and was in the Phillipines, but that authorities
were hoping to talk to her soon. Some news
reports, citing anonymous law enforcement
officials, have said that Paddock wired
$100,000 into the Philippines in the week
before the attack.
The mass shooting has launched another
debate over access to guns in the United
States.
President Donald Trump, on his way to
visit hurricane victims in Puerto Rico before
a planned visit to Las Vegas on Wednesday,
told reporters in Washington on Tuesday that
"we'll be talking about gun laws as time goes
by," not stating whether he would be for or
against certain regulations now under debate.
Authorities discovered Paddock had at least
23 weapons in his hotel room, mostly rifles
that were originally designed for military
use but which have become popular among
civilians. Paddock had been able to squeeze

off a rapid stream of what sounded like fully
automatic fire at the defenseless concert-goers
at the outdoor Route 91 Harvest festival across
the street.
Automatic weapons, which unleash
multiple bullets with a single pull of the
trigger, are more heavily regulated under
U.S. law than semiautomatic guns, which fire
one bullet per trigger pull. But they are not
banned outright.
At least one of Paddock's rifles had been
modified with a legal "bump stock"-style
device that enables the shooter to rapidly fire
off rounds without actually converting the
rifle to a fully automatic weapon, one federal
law enforcement source said.
Other weapons may have been converted
to fully automatic fire and were still being
examined, the source said.
The shooting generated comments by
one of the survivors of the attack, country
musician Caleb Keeter, a guitarist for the Josh
Abbott Band.
"I've been a proponent of the 2nd
Amendment my entire life. Until the events
of last night," Keeter wrote in a message he
posted to Twitter.

"Writing my parents and the love of my life
a goodbye last night and a living will because
I felt like I wasn't going to live through the
night was enough for me to realize that this
is completely and totally out of hand," Keeter
wrote. "These rounds were powerful enough
that my crew guys just standing in close
proximity of victim shot by this ... coward
received shrapnel wounds. We need gun
control RIGHT. NOW."
The attack also brought a tearful rebuke
by late-night TV host Jimmy Kimmel, whose
comedy shows have become increasingly
political over the last month as his newborn
son's heart condition prompted him to take
a stand on health care legislation, just as
an attack on his hometown of Las Vegas
prompted him to call for gun control Monday
night.
He showed photographs of the dozens of
Republican senators who have voted against
tighter gun control laws.
Republican leaders "sent their thoughts and
their prayers today, which is good," Kimmel
said. "They should be praying. They should be
praying for God to forgive them for letting the
gun lobby run this country."
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More than 500 were injured and 59 were killed at the shooting incident in Las Vegas.
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With everything students have to keep on their minds during classes, a care package from a friend or family member can do a lot to help encourage positive studying.

Care packages for students: a break from study
By Daniel Neman

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
School is back, which means that many
parents (and grandparents) have a child (or
children) in college.
How can you show them that you love them?
How can you make their day? And, if you do it
right, how can you embarrass them just a little?
Send a care package. One of the great joys of
living in a dorm is receiving a box full of your
favorite treats from home. And another joy of
dorm life is living down the hall from a guy who
gets a box full of his favorite treats from home.
So it’s a win-win.
And it’s not just college students who need
and deserve care packages. Think how happy a
loved one in the military will be to receive food
from home.
All it takes to send a successful care package
is a little common sense. Don’t send ice cream,
unless you pack it in a cooler with dry ice, and
even then the student will have to have a freezer
to put it in. Don’t send raw meat. Don’t send
vegetables.
Do send baked goods, particularly baked
goods that are fairly sturdy and can stand up to

the rigors of shipping. Try to avoid things that
will soon turn into crumbs. And make sure they
won’t go stale anytime soon, too.
For my hypothetical child at college what they
heck, let’s say he’s at Harvard on full scholarship
I made a care package with four items I know he
would love and crave, if he existed.
Granola bars, for instance. While any college
kid can hop down to the bookstore and buy a
granola bar (or soldier to the PX), homemade
granola bars are a whole other story.
As proof, I offer my own experience. I do not
like granola bars, or I did not like them until I
first made my own. Now I like granola bars, but
only the homemade ones.
I think the difference is the freshness and the
way the combination of ingredients has not been
homogenized by countless focus groups. And
you can make them to order. Once you have the
base down, you can add your own combination
of add-ins. I used chopped dates and coconut,
but you can use whatever you want, dried
cherries, M&Ms, chocolate chips. Whatever
sounds good.
You can always pretend that granola bars
are healthful, but there is no such excuse for

Cheerio Peanut Butter Cereal Bars. They’re just
good. No, they’re just great. Amazing, even.
Everybody knows Rice Krispies Treats. For
my care package, I wanted that same idea,
only with my favorite cereal, Cheerios. I have
nothing against Rice Krispies (they’re in my top
five), but Cheerios are like manna from heaven,
only better. They are the ultimate expression of
breakfast foods, the Platonic ideal of cereal.
And Cheerios Peanut Butter Cereal Bars
are kind of the Platonic Ideal of snack foods in
general and care-package foods in particular.
They’re light in texture, though perhaps not in
calories, and are somehow both chewy and a
little crunchy at the same time.
The recipe comes straight from Cheerios, and
who would know better what to do with their
cereal than they? The original recipe calls for
Chocolate Cheerios, and while I don’t think they
are necessarily a complete abomination I also
have no need to ever try them. I am a purist. I
used regular Cheerios, and I am not ashamed.
Another recipe caught my eye because it
reminded me of one of my favorite candy bars.
Salted Peanut Bars are sort of like Payday
bars, with some significant differences. First and

foremost, they have a simple crust on the bottom
so it is a bar as in a lemon bar: A Payday bar bar.
Also, it is not really a nougat, as in a Payday
bar; it is more of a cross between a nougat
and peanut brittle, with an extra dash of
butterscotch.
It’s familiar but unique. It’s superb. I may like
it as much as the Cheerios thing.
I finished off my care package with something
that, as far as I can tell, is beloved by everyone in
the world. Who wouldn’t want to open a package
from home and find a big batch of homemade
caramel popcorn?
I made the popcorn the relatively oldfashioned way, on top of a stove in a pot. I
didn’t want any of the extra flavors that you get
when you pop it in a bag in a microwave (and
yes, when I was growing up we used to pop it
in a basket over a fire, but that adds another
unwanted flavor).
The hard part of making caramel corn is
usually making the caramel itself. Caramel can
be tricky, but the recipe I found from Kitchn was
easy.
But was it good?
It was caramel. It was popcorn. It was superb.

Texas Tech welcomes Walter Williams
By Richard Winton
Los Angeles Times

Walter Williams, a syndicated columnist and
professor of economics, is proclaiming freedom
like a prophet in the wilderness.
The particular wilderness he speaks from is that
of a nation that, he says, seems to be drawing ever
nearer to socialism.
He will speak on a topic titled with a question
mark at 6 p.m. Thursday in the Allen Theatre of the
Student Union Building, under the auspices of the
Free Market Institute of Texas Tech.
The title of his presentation asks this question:
“Do Americans Love Liberty?”
Benjamin Powell, director of the Free Market
Institute and professor of economics, said, “It is
a great pleasure to be able to bring speakers like
Walter Williams to the Texas Tech and Lubbock
community.
“The reception our community gives these
speakers always reminds me what a special
place West Texas is to be running a Free Market
Institute.”
The event is free and open both to the Texas
Tech audience and the public.
New tax proposals by President Donald Trump
and others may be a step in the right direction,
according to Williams.
“I think we surely need to get government out of
our pockets, and there needs to be a reduction in
taxes,” he said in a recent phone interview.
He actually would rather see a flat tax, possibly
like one proposed by Sen. Ted Cruz in his 2016
campaign for the presidential nomination.
“From an economic point of view, it would
be very, very good for our economy to just have
an across the board flat tax,” Williams said. “As
a matter of fact, one of your Texans some years
ago -- Dick Armey — I think during the Reagan
Administration, started advocating a flat tax.”
Armey had asked Williams to fill out a sample
flat tax sheet before they went to dinner, and he
was able to complete it in five minutes.
Williams isn’t optimistic that the nation will ever
see a flat tax.
“Here’s the reason we won’t get a flat tax: Two
of the most powerful committees in the United
States Congress are the House Ways and Means
Committee and the Senate Finance Committee.
“Those two committees write taxes, and
congressmen fight to get on those committees. The
reason why is that those committees are in charge
of handing out tax favors. They get campaign
promises to give a loophole here and a loophole
there.
“They will argue strenuously against one because
they would lose their power to give out favors.”
Williams believes the corporate tax should go
to zero.
“I think one of the things that people just don’t
appreciate at all, is that corporations don’t pay any

taxes,” he said. “Corporations are legal fictions, and
as such don’t pay taxes — only people pay taxes.”
Williams thinks the Trump Administration is
falling prey to some of the demagoguery about
taxes, which claims that the taxes are meant for the
rich.
“It turns out that a lot of Americans just don’t
know that the top 1 percent of income earners of
our country pay close to 40 percent of all federal
income taxes, or that the top 10 percent pay 70
percent of all income taxes,” he said.
In another political issue of the moment,
Williams thinks football players who show disdain
for the National Anthem are showboating and
misguided.
“You have the NFL worried about police
shootings, and very often the police shootings are
justified. I’m not saying all of them are justified, but
most of them are justified.”
He said, “In Chicago, one of our most dangerous
cities, the police shot and killed 10 people and
shot and wounded 10 others. But if you look at the
killings that go unmentioned by the knee kneelers,
it’s dramatic. So far this year, there have been 525
murders in Chicago alone, and most of them are
black.”
According to Williams, some parents in Chicago
have their children sleep in a bathtub to avoid stray
bullets. “Families kneel on the floor as opposed to
sitting at a table to eat and possibly be hit by stray
bullets.
“These are horrible conditions, and it’s not the
Ku Klux Klan that’s doing it. And rich NFL players
kneeling in the National Anthem and talking
about what the police are doing — it’s kind of a
mismatch.”
Williams said of North Korea, “We’ve been
kicking the can down the road on that. You look at
the speech that President Clinton made during the
90s, that we’ve settled the issue and North Korea
has abandoned its nuclear weapons program.”
He thinks we should be ready to use force with
nuclear weapons if attacked by nuclear weapons:
“If that Korean maniac just makes the slightest
move in terms of using them, we should make his
whole nation glow green.
“I think we have the military capacity to make
it very difficult for North Korea. The question is
whether we have the guts to use them. I think we
have a president now, who just may have the guts
to do it.”
Complimentary parking for the Free Market
Institute event will be available beginning at 5
p.m. in the Band Lot, south of the Student Union
Building.
Overflow parking in park-and-pay spaces are
available in Reserved Lot R03, west of the Band
Lot; and Reserved Lot R07, north of the Student
Union Building. Additional parking information
can be found by following links on the Free Market
Institute’s website, fmi.ttu.edu.
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USC experienced a lockdown, after several threats to student safety early this week.

Students safe after USC lockdown
By Richard Winton
Los Angeles Times

Los Angeles police said they found no
evidence of a shooting on the University of
Southern California campus Monday after
reports of gunfire prompted a lockdown and
a huge LAPD response.
“No danger to community,” the LAPD
said on Twitter after completing a search of
campus buildings.
It’s unclear what prompted the shooting
report. LAPD Detective Meghan Aguilar said

police were seeking a suspect in the area but
did not disclose details.
Some shelter-in-place alerts remained in
effect on parts of the campus, but university
officials said the USC Village is open again.
Soon after the reports surfaced, a police
helicopter circled over the campus and
students sitting outside a campus food court
were moved inside. On social media, some
students and employees said they were
sheltering in place inside classrooms and
offices.

edinboro.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 117 | Issue 5 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, October 5, 2017

By Britton Rozzelle
Executive Editor

On Sept. 29, hundreds if not thousands of
fans, new and old, flocked to electronic stores
around the country hoping to obtain one of
the coveted SNES Classic editions.
Only four days later, stock of the product
was dangerously low. Scalpers, or the
electronic equivalent of them, took to selling
the devices online. As of 2:19 p.m. on Oct. 3,
only 539 were available, used, for a minimum
of $174 on Amazon — over double the
original price.
On the same day, Rolling Stone reported
that eBay sold an SNES Classic every 25
seconds on launch day.
Last winter, a similar issue popped up with
the NES Classic, which sold for upwards of
$400 on eBay and Amazon, and which was
met with great criticism because of low stock
around the world. Just earlier this year the
company promised that consumers wouldn’t
have a problem finding these $80 emulation
boxes.
Unfortunately this isn’t a new trend for
Nintendo.
From “Amiibos,” the company’s take
on the “toy to life” genre, which regularly
sell out within minutes online, to the new
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flagship console, the Switch, Nintendo has
been controlling stock internally to create
artificial shortages of products to drive up
not only interest in these commodities, but
to ensure that every unit they’re producing
is being sold. This behavior leads to the
growth of a rabid second-hand market for
products, otherwise unattainable, forcing the
“average Joe” to either wait an indeterminate
amount of time for an official restock, or pay
exorbitant prices to use these products.
However, according to an interview with
Polygon, Nintendo of America president
Reggie Fils-Amie said, “I would strongly
urge you not to over-bid on an SNES Classic
on any of these auction sites.”
So, if Nintendo doesn’t want people to buy
their products secondhand, and they don’t
ship enough for everyone to reasonably get
one, what are consumers supposed to do?
IN NINTENDO WE TRUST
Consumers are okay with paying these
prices predominantly because of the pedigree
of “The House that Mario Built,” their
nature as a family-first company creating
experiences for not only the “core” gaming
community, but the fringe too. Remember
when everyone and their grandmothers had
a Wii? It’s because of that everlasting brand
power built by current 30 and 40-somethings

who grew up playing these games and passed
them down to their kids. The SNES Classic
just continues this trend, allowing younger
gamers to relive the “glory days” with games
like “Super Castlevania” and “Earthbound,”
while giving older people a chance to play
into that nostalgia.
Beyond the SNES, the Switch is booming
sales wise according to Shacknews, with
Japanese sales of the console exceeding
150,000 for the month of September.
Software-wise, the console boasts an
impressive 12 indie releases on Oct. 5
alone, helping create a varied ecosystem for
adopters of the console.
Even though kids are switching (pardon
the pun) to more mobile and tablet-based
gaming experiences, the simple appeal
of Nintendo consoles and software is
everlasting compared to competitors Sony
and Microsoft this console generation.
It’ll be a while before anyone can really
determine if the Switch and the SNES Classic
ends up being lightning in the bottle for the
company, but until then, at least they can
participate in the endless race to get one for
themselves.
Britton Rozzelle can be reached at
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com.

