Thursday, October 19, 2017

					Volume 117 | Issue 7

Welcome home, Scots
By Hannah McDonald
Assistant News Editor

One’s own college town has the potential to hold
a place in one’s heart years after graduation. Even if
one moves after finishing their degree, the memories,
history and community all remain with the ex-student,
years after they’ve gone on their way. Edinboro is no
exception.
Lining Main Street and High Street this past weekend
were Edinboro University alumni. They mixed and
mingled with current students and community
members. Some were visiting their old stomping
grounds for homecoming, while others just came out to
enjoy a beautiful day in the town they call home.
The latter is the case for a couple who enjoyed the
parade from lawn chairs set up outside of Game Over
Tattoo. Jennifer Rahal-Moore and David Moore both
graduated from Edinboro. Neither is from the area,
Rahal-Moore explained, “but when my
parents came here, my mom came
here to work at Edinboro, [and] we
just kind of followed and stayed.”
“The family is here,” RahalMoore continued.
Barb Sekel agrees that

Edinboro is a place for family. She, her husband Tim
Sekel, her son Jake Sekel and her sister-in-law Connie
Sovisky all attended Edinboro.
“We live here,” Sekel said of Edinboro. Motioning to
her sister-in-law: “She lives in Cambridge Springs. We
lived here for many years after we graduated. We moved
away, but I wanted to bring my granddaughters. They’ve
never been to the parade. It’s fun watching her (Sekel’s
granddaughter) have fun!”
It is hard to pinpoint what it is exactly that brings
people back to the small college town of Edinboro, since
each person has a different favorite thing about it. For
the Sekel family, it’s the community aspect.
“And the college environment is so much fun to be
around,” Sekel added.
Tradition plays a big part in bringing people back
to Edinboro. Jim Williams, who now works for
Harborcreek Youth Services, boasts that he’s only missed
two homecomings that he can remember since 1984.
“It is fun coming back, and all of our three children
went to numerous homecoming parades and activities.

See Welcome, A2

Edinboro alumni reconnect at
reception honoring past classes
By Shayma Musa
Copy Editor

Shouts of recognition echoed through
the walls of the Alumni House as old
friends spotted each other in a crowd
almost 200 strong. Alumni from the area
and as far away as Massachusetts and
Missouri gathered together on Oct. 13 as
homecoming celebrations began all over
campus.
As Paul Tunis, Steve Gramley and Ray
Lanich — members of the Ray Lanich Band
— set up their equipment on the patio deck
of the Alumni House, they reminisced about
their days at Edinboro.
“All the dorms have been updated, there
are random parking lots where there used
to be swamps, it’s definitely improved a lot
since I’ve been here. I love coming back
here,” Steve Gramley, class of 2000, who
plays drums for the band, said.
Ray Lanich, class of 2005, and whom
the band is named after, said, “The biggest
things I’ve noticed is that Heather Hall, the
old music building, isn’t here anymore.”
“I was bummed to hear about the cuts to
the music department,” Lanich continued.
“If I’m being completely honest, our music
department was great, I mean it was
always small but we always had at least a
couple hundred students. I teach down in
Pittsburgh, and I was asking some of the
kids, ‘were you looking at Edinboro for
music?,’ and some students weren’t even
sure that Edinboro would even have a music
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program. I think that’s too bad and I really
hope that they try to keep it. I mean, all of
our professors were world-class, man, they
were from all over the country, even all over
the world. They really knew their stuff. It
was a really strong department, and it would
be a real loss. I would really urge them not
to cut the program.”
Inside, older alumni traded memories
and stories about an Edinboro that is almost
unrecognizable to them now.
“A lot of the old buildings that we went to
are not here,” said Patti Pogue Snow, class
of 1967.“The campus was only on the front
and the whole back of the campus was just
swampland.”
She continued, “Our class was the largest
class that Edinboro had ever had, and after
us, the class size just kept on growing.”
James Como, class of 1967, noted that
the problems of past students and current
students are the same: “I owe a lot to the
university because I came here in July and
got accepted; I had scholarships to other
schools, but I couldn’t afford to pay the rest.
And so I feel a debt to them.”
“I haven’t lived here since 1972, and I
wasn’t really connected with the university
until they began sending me flyers and
things. After that, I contributed a little here
and there as I could over the last 10 years.”
This year’s banquet was also the 50th
reunion of the class of 1967.
Shayma Musa can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.
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Sian Proctor speaks to the audience in Compton as part of homecoming events on Oct. 12.

Alumna talks power of connecting
By Natalie Wiepert

Managing Editor | Digital
On Oct. 12, Edinboro alumna Dr. Sian
Proctor spoke to a full lecture hall in
Compton on “The Power to Connect.”
Proctor graduated from Edinboro
University in 1992 with a bachelor’s degree
in environmental science and has had a
diverse career as a scientist, explorer and
communicator.
She was a finalist in 2009 for the NASA
Astronaut Program, making it down to the 1
percent of applicants. Even though she didn’t
receive the acceptance phone call, she stressed
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that how you come back from rejection is just
as important as seeking opportunity in the
first place.
“Don’t be afraid to dream big,” she said.
“You never know when you’ll be the 1
percent.”
Proctor engaged the audience in discussion
about the importance of making connections
that lead to opportunity. She posed the
question: “Think of an individual you would

See Proctor, A2

Sports
Art Student
Spotlight
Students Christian and
Levi Colton discuss
their academic art
careers, A4.

Volleyball falls short to Slippery Rock
University, B2.
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Proctor
From A1

Julie Winokur visits Edinboro with her ‘Bring It To The Table’ project.
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Emmy-nominated director brings it to the table
By Gabriel Hypes
Arts Editor

The Friends of Baron-Forness Library hosted an
Emmy-nominated director and producer on Oct. 12
when Edinboro welcomed Julie Winokur to campus.
Winokur is known for her directing and of “Aging in
America: The Years Ahead,” a story she was inspired to
capture during her father’s battle with dementia. Besides
that, her work has been in publications such as The New
York Times, National Geographic, MSNBC and many
others.
Winokur came to campus to show a project she
started five years ago called “Bring it to the Table”, a
film that was started after her son called her “politically
intolerant.” Winokur stated, “I always tried to be an
honest and genuine storyteller.” To try to better herself
and prove her son wrong, she set on a goal to change her
liberal way of thinking and listen to what both sides had
to say, whether it was something she agreed or disagreed
with.
With a small team, Winokur traveled around the
country with a small table during the 2012 election. The
team would set up the table in towns all across America
in an attempt to sit down and talk politics with citizens
from all walks of life.
The “interview” would start with a flower in the
middle of the table. Winokur would immediately ask
her interviewee to move the flower in the direction
their political biases fall: right for Republican and left
for Democrat. From there, she would focus on anything

Welcome
From A1
We still mark the homecoming events on our
calendar,” he said.
“We usually go to the bookstore and then
the football game, then to John’s Wildwood
for pizza. I still believe John makes some of
the best pizza in Pennsylvania,” Williams
continued.
Just as Williams does, Bethany Plotner — a
2007 nursing program graduate — returns to
‘Boro each fall for the homecoming festivities.
“It was just a tradition that we started, and now
we have a 5-year-old, so we bring her back,”
Plotner explained.
Their favorite part of coming back to visit?
“Probably seeing everybody that we went to
school with,” Plotner said.
She continued: “We love the parade. We
always try to do [the] Kegs and Eggs [event]
on Saturday mornings. I think just kind of
reminiscing to see what has changed [is my
favorite thing].”

from immigration, to welfare, to religion, and anything
in between. At times, Winokur’s liberal bias would
show, but the team made it a point to stay as unbiased as
possible.
At the end of filming, Winokur felt she had seen
America from multiple perspectives. “The American
people all want the same thing in the end (food, shelter
and safety),” Winokur stated. “Disagreement comes from
how to get there; in the end...we need to remember we
are all on the same side.”
At the end of the screening of her film, Winkur relied
on audience interaction. She treated the audience as
if they were being filmed for the same project they
just watched. She brought out the same table, with the
same tablecloth and the same little yellow flower in the
middle. Winokur then brought students on stage to sit
and talk politics with her.
The three students brought on stage all identified
themselves as far left, moving the flower to the edge of
the table. Winokur then sat and talked with each student
for about 10 minutes each, getting their perceptive of
what is wrong in the world today.
Through this screening and lecture, Winokur took
Edinboro all across America to hear what the “little guy”
has to say. Whether you disagreed with what was said or
not, Winokur left the audience with this message: “It is
not about being heard, it is about hearing. We can not
continue to ‘talk at others.’”
Gabriel Hypes can be reached at ae.spectator@gmail.
com.

Like Plotner, Deb and Dave Fourspring met
the person they would eventually marry while
at Edinboro University. Deb graduated in 1974,
while Dave graduated in 1977.
“We kind of met at Edinboro, but nothing
much happened until after we graduated and
kind of met at a wedding,” Dave Fourspring
said.
Two of their three children also attended
Edinboro. One went on to become a registered
nurse, while the other became a state trooper.
Deb and Dave Fourspring now only live 10
miles out of town, but come each year to enjoy
the parade because, as Dave put it, “We just
enjoy it. It’s fun!”
While some alumni attend homecoming to
watch the parade, visit old friends and attend
the various events, others take the phrase quite
literally and come home.
Hannah McDonald can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

hire if you were going to start a
company. Who would it be?” She
gave advice as to how you can
become the person someone thinks
of when an opportunity arises.
She urged students to take
advantage of internships, programs
and friendships while at school.
“You don’t have to be the
smartest person in the room; you
just have to get the smartest person
in the room to like you,” she said.
She continued: “Edinboro
University is where I started
making connections that led to
opportunity. My education opened
up doors for me. You can travel
the world and you can do that
as a student, so look for those
internships [and] apply.”
Proctor was an education
outreach officer while living in
the NASA-funded Mars Habitat
Simulator in Hawaii, while also
running the series, “Meals for
Mars.” She discussed how she got
a text from a friend that said, “You
like food and space...you should
apply for this.”
So, Proctor applied and because
of that simple interaction, she
spent five months at the habitat
creating videos.
At the simulation, she met Kate
Greene, who asked Proctor to
be her official photographer for
Discover Magazine, which then
led to one of her photos being
published in Time Magazine.
“The more connections you
make with people, the more
opportunities you’ll get,” she said.
“It’s just this cycle that keeps going
and it will take you in directions
you cannot even imagine.”
When she graduated from
Edinboro, Proctor said she didn’t
know what career she wanted to
pursue. During an elective class
her senior year, she learned how
to edit videos. After graduation,
she applied for and received a job
editing videos for the local news
broadcasts, before continuing to
grad school.
“It’s okay to not have it all

figured out, I certainly didn’t,”
she said. “But I can tell you those
two years in video editing have
paid off in multiple ways — I
was able to say, ‘Yeah, I can be a
communication officer for this
Mars simulation; I’m gonna make
videos.’”
She continued: “I pitched myself
as someone with a skillset that was
unique to what they were looking
for. You guys have majors and
degrees that you’re going after, but
what’s going to be most valuable
in your future is your ability to
market the skills that you possess.”
Determination has proven to be
key for Proctor; in 2008, she was
rejected by the NOAA Teacher
at Sea program, but recently
reapplied and was accepted.
She spent a few weeks this past
summer in the Gulf of Alaska
studying fisheries. Proctor was
also in a Discovery Channel reality
show and a PBS series “Genius,”
hosted by Stephen Hawking.
When it comes to facing fear
and rejection, she had a simple
message: “There are actually a lot
of things I’m afraid of, but I didn’t
let the fear stop me.”
Proctor brought up several
hypothetical scenarios throughout
the presentation. She asked
people: “Would you travel to
Mars?”; “Would you be on reality
television?”; “Would you travel the
world?”.
The answer choices were A:
yes; B: sure, if it pays; or C: no.
Each time she asked one of the
questions, she asked the audience
to consider their own responses
as to whether they would open
themselves up to the opportunities
that she has experienced by show
of hand. By the end of the lecture,
nearly every person chose answer
“A.”
“Don’t talk yourself out of
opportunity, don’t be afraid to
dream big, push yourself and go
for the things you want. The day
I became Dr. Proctor...no one can
take that away from me.”
Natalie Wiepert can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.
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Homecoming Parade
By Livia Homerski
and Hannah McDonald

Staff Writer & Assistant News Editor
October 9
Only two clubs spoke at the SGA meeting
on Monday, Oct. 9, making for a brief
gathering.
Metals Club requested funds for visiting
artist Caitie Sellers on Nov. 10. Sellers
has a degree in craft and material studies
from Virginia Commonwealth University
and is known for the technique of welding
argentium silver and delicate meshwork.
The club estimated roughly 30 or more
students will be attending, including ones
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania and
Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania.
The club requested $923 to cover travel,
food and other expenses. SGA voted to allot
$897.78.
Business and Economics Club was
scheduled to speak, but failed to appear at
the meeting.
SGA member Rachel Guzak requested
funds for the Bears to Build event to return
on Oct. 19. The event will take place from
7-9 p.m. in Pogue and will feature 200
animals to stuff that come with a bear-sized
Boro ‘17 shirt.
The event will serve as a Halloween
celebration in addition to helping promote
SGA. Guzak requested and was allotted
$2,400 in funds to cover the costs. There
was a suggestion to use money from SGA’s
promotional budget as well as the general
funds pool.
October 16
SGA congress convened on Monday, Oct.
16 to discuss a number of matters, including
funding trips for two organizations. On the

agenda was a congress group photo, along
with presentations from Alpha Phi Omega
(APO) and the Exercise Science Club.
APO came requesting a total of $932.50
in funding to attend and participate in the
Region V Regional conference in Louisville,
Kentucky during the second week of
November.
Their request included funding for seven
brothers and one personal care aide to travel
to the conference.
As there was no selection process for the
APO delegates who would be attending the
conference, the SGA cap was set at funding
four students to attend.
The congress motioned and approved to
give APO $782.80.
Following them, the Exercise Science
Club presented. They requested a total
of $1,723.64 to fund their trip to and
participation in the Mid-Atlantic Regional
Chapter of the American College of Sports
Medicine. This would cover gas for the 600mile round trip, hotel rooms and entrance
fees for the 10 traveling members.
SGA caps only cover eight students when
they undergo a selection process to attend
events such as this. There was a motion to
give $1,593.64 to the Exercise Science Club.
The motion passed.
Remaining on the agenda were the
Business and Economics Club and the
Triathlon Club. Neither had representatives
at the meeting, so no discussion was held.
The discussion of attendance policy bylaws being changed was tabled until next
meeting when members whom were not in
attendance could answer further questions.

By Mike Lantinen, Steven Tagliente and Hannah McDonald

Livia Homerski and Hannah McDonald can
be reached at eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.

Kenneth Berlin: Soulful Stargazer
By Julie Zarnick
Staff Writer

When he’s not gazing through his telescope
at the stars or playing some jazz tunes on his
trumpet, Kenneth Berlin uses his leadership
skills gained from Edinboro University as the
superintendent of the Wattsburg Area School
District.
Growing up in the Erie area, Berlin had no
clue he would ever be in the position he is
now. First, he was drawn to astronomy and
science as a kid. He thought studying the
stars and galaxy was the route he would take.
Then, he started playing the trumpet.
“It was really my success playing the
trumpet and the positive feedback that came
with it that got me to where I am today,” said
Berlin.
Berlin played trumpet in high school and
was active in ensembles and groups. He was
seated first chair, first trumpet his senior
year at the Pennsylvania Music Educators
Association (PMEA) state level band festival.
After a few professors from Edinboro
University saw Berlin play his trumpet
solos, they recruited him to join the music
department.
“They hunted me down, invited me to
the campus, gave me a tour and told me to
consider attending their university,” said
Berlin.
Berlin decided he would be a good fit
there and attended Edinboro University
where he graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in music education and a master’s degree
in education. After graduating, Berlin got
offered a graduate assistantship at Temple
University to run their jazz bands and to
finish his master’s degree in performing arts,
again specializing in the trumpet.
“I had it in my mind to go to New York
and play at the Broadway pit orchestra, and
I knew I could do it and become a paid,
working musician,” said Berlin. “But then,
at the last minute, my former Harbor Creek
Senior High School band director called me
and said, ‘I’m retiring and I was wondering if
you were interested in my job.’ I had a choice.
Money won out and I became their new high
school band director.”
Berlin began his career in education
as the director of instrumental music at
Harbor Creek where he produced a series
of successful marching bands. He has also
taught music at the collegiate level, serving
as the assistant director of the Edinboro
University Marching Band, where he
coordinated musical arrangements and
assisted with show design.
Prior to being appointed as superintendent
of the Wattsburg Area School District in
2013, Berlin worked as a principal in the
Wattsburg and Iroquois school districts and
held various positions at the elementary,

middle and high school level. His first
administrative job after band director was
assistant principal at Seneca High School.
“I had been in principal leadership
positions long enough and after about 14
years, I started watching decisions being
made above me that impacted me negatively.
I thought, ‘I could do that better,’ and that’s
what drove me to take the superintendent
position,” explained Berlin.
He also served as the assistant director of
educational programs for the Northwestern
Tri-County Intermediate Unit, where he
taught other administrators and principals
technology skills that would help them
analyze test and assessment data. In addition,
he earned his superintendent certification
from Gannon University and served as an
adjunct in Gannon University’s Graduate
School of Education for approximately
10 years. He now serves as an adjunct at
Edinboro University in the Educational
Leadership Program. Berlin is also the
current superintendent of record for the Erie
County Technical School.
As of now, he’s been superintendent for
about five years and has no plans of changing
that. “I’m similar to a CEO of a company
because at the end of the day, I’m responsible
for everything as the superintendent,” said
Berlin. In this position, Berlin deals with all
the legal matters and the community issues,
along with, one of his biggest challenges,
managing the budget.
“Our pension payments are out of control
due to past mistakes, and budgeting and
money is definitely on my mind every day,”
said Berlin.
As an avid trumpet and bass player,
Berlin maintains a busy performance
schedule on a professional and volunteer
basis outside of his educational leadership
responsibilities. His entire family is very
musically talented, as well. His wife, Rhonda
Berlin, is a professional pianist at Mercyhurst
College and his daughters, Katie and Mandy,
both sing and play instruments. On some
weekends, Berlin and his wife play in the pit
orchestra at the Erie Playhouse when his kids
are performing in a show.
Though Berlin loves wearing his musician
hat, he believes it’s even more rewarding
knowing he makes a difference in the lives of
young kids and the community.
“In my position as a leader, I try to look
at it in a real practical way, and I always
remind my people, ‘when we’re working with
students, work with the students that you
have, don’t work with the students that you
wish you had,’” said Berlin. “You can only do
the best with what you have by taking them
as far as they’re able to go.”
Julie Zarnick can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Oct. 8 — A victim reported his bicycle was stolen from
outside Highlands 5.
Oct. 10 — Flowers were reportedly ripped up and thrown
onto the roadway from the flowerbed at the Edinboro
University entrance sign near Scotland Road and Normal
Street.
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Brothers Christian and Levi Colton take similar journeys to Boro
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Nestled on the outskirts of town, their
minimalist apartment is everything you’d
expect. Antique couches worn thin on the
corners and faded on the arm rest. Cabinets
barren, containing only the absolute
essentials: coffee and cups to drink it out of.
One dropped out of California University
of Pennsylvania, and the other faced
a similar fate while attending Indiana
University of Pennsylvania; “miserably
dropped out” Christian Colton adds. He
and his younger brother, Levi, took eerily
similar journeys on the way to their lives
here at Edinboro.
Levi Colton is a second semester
sophomore while Christian has only
three semesters before he can graduate.
Both having dealt with their fair share of
obstacles makes every finished assignment,
every finished semester and every finished
year that much more rewarding.
“You sort of have to be a snooty person.
You have to be critical of your work. You
have to make something objectively good,
not something that you just like,” Levi
Colton said of being an art student.

Lately, he’s been focused on abstract
painting while Christian has continued
his work on digital illustrations from last
semester.
In terms of digitally constructed art, or
at least a combination of hand illustrations
and digital work, it gives you more leeway
to make minor mistakes, Christian Colton
admitted.
He continued: “You don’t have to worry
about stray marks as much, and if you want,
you can just start over. You don’t have to
buy paint or anything like that.”
When asked about artistic preferences,
they find it more difficult to do paintings
based are objects larger in nature, such
as landscape painting, a less controllable
sample to work with. “You see what you’re
bad at really quickly,” Levi Colton joked.
Christian, meanwhile, explained the
emotional value to doing illustrations up
close. The ability to observe and accentuate
every freckle and blemish is something he
takes an enormous amount of pride in.
Before attending Catholic middle school,

Work by Christian Colton.

See Spotlight, A6

Work by Levi Colton.

Homecoming brings
out universityʼs art clubs

Press Photo: John Van Pamer

Dakota Palmer sat down with vocalist and guitarist of Savak, Sohrab Habibion.
Photos: Erica Burkholder

Various art clubs displayed the work they have done so far this year during homecoming.

An interview with Savak
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Indie rock tetrad, Savak, of Brooklyn,
New York is a definite listen if you’re into the
rockabilly scene. Their songs are consistently
inconsistent; the folky attitude of the band
shines through on each of their tracks.
However, each song has its own persona and
carries a different weight — making every track
a pleasant and unexpected listening experience.
Consisting of vocalist and guitarist Sohrab
Habibion; vocalist and guitarist Michael
Jaworski; bassist James Canty; and drummer
Matt Schulz, the group formed in 2015. They
released their first record, “Best of Luck
in Future Endeavors,” in 2016, and their
sophomore album, “Cut-Ups,” will be available
on Oct. 27.
Most recently, Savak opened for indie rock
band Pinback on a few dates of the band’s
“Autumn of the Seraphs” 10th anniversary
tour. The Spectator had a chance to speak with
Habibion about the band’s history and path
forward.
Q: Why did you choose the name Savak
and how does it pertain to your band?
Sohrab Habibion: My father is Iranian,
and I lived in Iran as a kid. Savak were hated
and feared for the awful things that they did
to people. It's a terrible band name for that
reason, but I felt it was important to take that
risk, to distinguish between barbaric historical
acts and art. I grew up listening to Butthole
Surfers, Dead Kennedys, Millions of Dead
Cops, Fearless Iranians from Hell and so on.
It's important in these highly sensitive times
to remember that not everything should be
taken at face value and that there are degrees of
subtlety when it comes to using one's middle
finger. Also, it's just a band.
Q: If you could describe the band’s sound
in three words, what would they be?
SH: Baklava. Kimchi. Tostones.
Q: How did the band form?
SH: Michael Jaworski, the other guitarist/
singer, and I met at the Bell House, a venue in
Brooklyn, and agreed to jam with a drummer
friend named Benjamin Van Dyke, who I knew
because he was my son's second grade teacher.
At the same time, I was playing with Greg
Simpson, who I was in the Obits with, and Matt
Schulz, who I knew from his days in Enon and

[who] had started to play with Obits towards
the end of that band. Basically, it seemed silly
to have two simultaneous projects that were
overlapping musically, so we joined together
and decided to split the shows between the
drummers, depending on who was available,
though on a couple of occasions they actually
each played half the set.
Q: What can we expect from your
upcoming album, “Cut-Ups”?
SH: Guitars, drums and singing about the
world as we see it. There are flourishes of
analog keyboards, percussion, horns, backing
vocals, etc., but the overall vibe is pretty
unfussy.
It's the guitar-based music of the ‘60s, ‘70s
and ‘80s filtered through our interest in free
jazz, contemporary classical, international
folk and just random curiosity about sound
and culture and whatever we happen to get
inspiration from at the time. There's little bits
of everything from psychedelic rock to punk
and more straight-ahead power pop, but in the
end, it's just us making the kind of clamor that
we want to hear.
Q: What was the recording process for
“Cut-Ups” like?
SH: We did a lot of the basic tracks (drums,
bass, guitars) with our friend Geoff Sanoff at
Renegade, the studio where he works. Then,
we took those recordings and overdubbed
tracks at home and in our practice space. We
gave that stuff to Geoff, who used whatever
was decent and had us re-do the things that
weren't working, and then we recorded vocals
and Geoff mixed the whole thing. Because of
various schedules, it took place over several
months, but once it was reasonably in focus,
things came together pretty quickly. It was a
blast. Geoff is really good at what he does and
encourages a productive but casual atmosphere
to be creative in.
Q: What was your experience playing with
Pinback like?
SH: Terrific. They are wonderful people and
were generous to us and just a lot of fun to be
around. The fact that their audience was open
to hearing 45 minutes of our music every night
was icing on the cake.

See Savak, A6
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NF — Perception

P!nk — Beautiful Trauma

St. Vincent — Masseduction

This album is deep enough that it will push NF from
unknown crossover rapper to one of the leaders in the
game. It reveals more of the artist and hits its listeners with
beautifully harsh lyrics.

Overall, I thought the album’s title really fit the messages she
was trying to send with the record. If these experiences really
did happen and P!nk used them as inspiration to write this truly
beautiful album, I have a new respect for her.

St. Vincent is a fierce woman in the world of music, and
“Masseduction” fleshes out Clark’s latest layered, story-like
sentiments in a cohesive, varied album. Nearly every song has
hooks strong enough to dominate your brain.

Standout tracks: “Let You Down,” “Intro III” & “Outcast.”

Standout tracks: “Where We Go,” “I Am Here” & “Wild Hearts
Can’t Be Broken.”

Standout tracks: “Young Lover,” “Masseduction” & “Pills.”

Brent Faiyaz — Sonder Son
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Brent Faiyaz, 22-year-old R&B singer from Baltimore,
Maryland, released his first album, “Sonder Son,” on Oct. 13.
The record is charged with discussion of poverty/neglect and
love/friendship, the two main themes of the album.
Read the rest of the article online, at edinboronow.com.

By Livia Homerski
Staff Writer

The first time I heard Owl City’s “Fireflies”
in elementary school, I hated it. The twinkly,
adorable bloops and bleeps that “Fireflies”
opened with was miles away from the badattitude ‘80s hair-metal phase I was going
through at the time.
My attention was not brought back to Owl
City until I was a freshman in high school, as
naive, self-conscious and awkward as ever. I
had seen my crush sporting a “Midsummer
Station” shirt, and I decided that if I was going
to attempt conversation, I was going to have
to put my previous loathing of “Fireflies” aside
and give Owl City another chance.
To make a long story short, I never got
the boy, but I fell in love with Owl City the
moment I heard the soul-eviscerating and
ethereal sound explosion in the bridge of
“Vanilla Twilight.”
I was raised listening to a huge variety of
music, but electronic pop was uncovered
ground, and perhaps that’s why the sounds of
Owl City were so alluring. It was my first time
hearing something from the genre that was
thoughtful, sensitive and nonabrasive. Adam
Young knows how to make his production
sparkle; every song on “Ocean Eyes” has an
inexplicable layer of iridescent, shimmering
dust.
The album continued to draw me in through

silly, yet poetic hooks and has
most definitely inspired some of
the quirks in my own writing.
Young crafts his lyrics with close
attention paid to word choice
and cadence, along with how
it accentuates the music. He
explores themes of first loves,
loneliness and depression — all
things I could identify with as a
young, edgy teen.
Perhaps my favorite thing
about Owl City is that Young
is Owl City. He performs as
the sole multi-instrumentalist,
writer and producer. I have
profound respect for artists
who can execute it all; I grew
up watching my father work as
a musician and know firsthand
how many hours of labor can go into just one
song.
In addition to sparking an interest in poetry,
Owl City was a huge reason behind why I
began to play music. I had been singing for
quite a long time by then, but was reluctant to
play an instrument. Listening and singing along
to “Ocean Eyes” was not enough; I wanted
accompaniment.
I thought, “If Adam can play all of his own
instruments, write the music and produce it
with flying colors, then I can certainly try as
well.” I picked up a guitar and have not stopped
playing since.
Admittedly, “Ocean Eyes” does not always
come off as the most mature album, but it’s far
from elementary electro-pop drivel. Even as
I was wallowing in the angst that rages inside
every 14-year-old, this album served as a
lighthearted reminder that I was not yet too old
for silly creativity.
Five years later, I still get chills when I listen
to tracks “Tip of The Iceberg” or “Vanilla
Twilight.” Owl City’s “Ocean Eyes” not only got
me through some of my most awkward and
difficult times as a teenager, but I can still come
back to this album and know that “home will
always be here.”
Livia Homerski can be reached at musics.
spectator@gmail.com.
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Don’t forget to:
• Check your SCOTS account for your
registration date and time
• Read your email for class scheduling
instructions
• See your advisor for class scheduling
advice and your alternate PIN
/Edinboro

@Edinboro

@EdinboroU

While you’re planning
for Spring, stay ahead
with online courses during
EU Winter Session.
www.edinboro.edu/winter
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Movie Reviews: Oct. 19

‘The Florida Project’ stars Willem Dafoe and is directed by Sean Baker (‘Tangerine’).

Staff Writers

Los Angeles Times
“Battle of the Sexes”
This enjoyable and
entertaining film, with the
gifted and innately likable
actors Emma Stone and Steve
Carell as Billie Jean King
and Bobby Riggs, is most
involving when it deals not
with sports or society, but
with the personal struggles
both players, especially King,
were going through in the
run-up to their 1973 tennis
match. (K.Tu.) PG-13.
“Blade Runner 2049”
You can quibble with
aspects of it, but as shaped
by Denis Villeneuve and
his masterful creative team,
this high-end sequel puts
you firmly and unassailably
in another world of its own
devising, and that is no small
thing. (K.Tu.) R.
“Brawl in Cell Block 99”
Starring Vince Vaughn in a
transformative turn as a man
on a mission behind bars,
this grimly mesmerizing pulp
powerhouse from S. Craig
Zahler (“Bone Tomahawk”)
takes its time steering us

toward its violent and entirely
satisfying destination. (J.C.)
NR.
“Dunkirk”
Both intimate and epic,
as emotional as it is tensionfilled, Christopher Nolan’s
immersive World War II
drama is being ballyhooed
as a departure for the
bravura filmmaker, but in
truth the reason it succeeds
so masterfully is that it is
anything but. (K.Tu.) PG-13.
“The Florida Project”
Absorbing us in the
day-to-day rhythms of life
at a dumpy Florida motel
complex, home to a wildly
spirited 6-year-old girl
named Moonee (the startling
Brooklynn Prince), Sean
Baker (“Tangerine”) goes to
a place few of us know and
emerges with a masterpiece
of empathy and imagination.
(J.C.) R.
“Girls Trip”
Regina Hall, Jada Pinkett
Smith, Queen Latifah and a
revelatory Tiffany Haddish
play four women renewing
the bonds of friendship on
a New Orleans weekend
getaway in this hilariously

raunchy and sensationally
assured new comedy from
director Malcolm D. Lee
(“The Best Man”). (J.C.) R.
“Lucky”
As a small-town
curmudgeon contemplating
his own mortality, Harry
Dean Stanton gives one
of his final and greatest
performances in this
insistently low-key, dryly
funny valentine to the actor’s
life and career. (J.C.) NR.
“mother!”
Jennifer Lawrence plays
the young wife of a poet
(Javier Bardem) besieged
by a number of unexpected
visitors in this darkly
exhilarating house-of-horrors
thriller written and directed
by Darren Aronofsky. (J.C.)
R.
“Take Every Wave: The
Life of Laird Hamilton”
Even if surfing is not a
major interest, Hamilton’s
personal journey is
extraordinary enough that we
feel privileged to have such
an intimate documentary
glimpse into how it all went
down. (K.Tu.) NR.

ʻThe Emoji Movieʼ

By Gabriel Hypes
Arts Editor

Obviously, this movie was bad and if you
came to this review looking for my opinion
to be different from the thousands of other
reviews who “poo emojied” on this film,
you’re going to be disappointed.
I watched “The Emoji Movie” to see if it
was truly as bad as people were saying and to
be honest, it was bad, but not the worst thing
I’ve ever seen. It had some enjoyable parts
and a decent cast that carried it, but the
whole story just felt like a rip-off of “Inside
Out” done very poorly.
Nothing new or fresh can be said about
its overall quality. Therefore, this review is
going to be looking at why this movie is bad
for film as a whole.
First off, “The Emoji Movie” cost $50
million to make. Again, $50 million was
spent to make this movie. To put that in
perspective, “Baby Driver,” a film released by
Sony just like “The Emoji Movie,” was only
given $34 million. The saddest thing is that
they made over $200 million off of it.
With numbers like that, it just proves
more and more that good movies do not
equal box-office success. Having movies that
cater to the lowest common denominator
seems like the way to go, and with more
and more studios seeing that formula, less
original films are going to be made.
Next, let’s talk about the product
placement in the film, which basically was
the thing carrying the story from scene to
scene.
There is now a movie that stars a little,

Spotlight
From A4
their big family of nine children were home-schooled. No
cable television and no video games at their disposal, they
resorted to drawing. Joined by a third brother, Seth, the
three had made such an impression that their mother made
every Friday “art day.”
They lived this life until grade school, both admitting
that when they finally did go to private school, it showed.“I
didn’t really have an identity. You would look at one kid and
know that he was the jock. I became the art kid,” Christian
Colton said.
Levi agreed that it only grew exponentially as they got
older and moved onto high school. The two credited their
teachers along the way, most notably one that Christian
emphasized gave him an “F.”
“I know he did it on purpose even though I didn’t deserve
it,” he clamored.
It worked. Christan Colton would go on to California
University, citing partying and his immaturity for an abrupt
drop out. Levi Colton admitted it wasn’t much different for
himself, stating that he simply hated it.
“I think I was intimidated by the big city, and I just didn’t
feel like I was making an impact. I was caught up with my
girlfriend and other things, and I didn’t really know how to
deal with all of that,” he said.
Following that, the pair took classes at a local community
school, claiming they were just anxious after a while to go
back to school.
“Everyone told me not to got to art school. I wanted

Work by Levi Colton.
to be a journalist at one point. I think I tried to talk
myself into every major that wasn’t art before I finally
just gave in. At one point, I was almost convinced to draw
maps (cartography),” Christian Colton joked. “You don’t

ʻs movies

yellow ball, traveling with a big, sweaty hand
that must complete a dance off to get past
“Just Dance 3,” that will put them on the
other side of “Spotify,” which will allow them
to ride audio waves to “Dropbox,” so they
can get to the cloud.
That takes up a majority of the film. Sorry
for the huge spoiler.
The apps don’t stop there. Think of any
app that would be on a 50+ year old iPhone
user’s device. More than likely, every app
you thought of was used as a plot point. (I
especially loved the 9-minute ad for “Candy
Crush” in the middle of the movie that
teaches you how to play the game.)
The ad placement gets worse. The first
app they stumble upon is an app called
“WeChat.” If you’re like me, you had no idea
what that was. After some research online,
I learned it’s a messaging app that’s huge in
China.
Is this movie really pandering to its
foreign audience? In a drawn out joke that
only a handful of countries are going to
understand, it seems like that’s that case.
Horrible product placement and a huge
budget, which took away from other films,
is enough to hate this movie. Over and over,
“The Emoji Movie” proved itself to not be
something creative with a loving message
like “Inside Out.” It wanted to make money
and it didn’t care how big of a joke it was
bound to become. “The Emoji Movie” hurts
movies more than any other film in recent
memory.
Gabriel Hypes can be reached at
ae.spectator@gmail.com

know what you want to do until you’re there.”
In 2015 Christian Colton came to Edinboro, his brother a
year later after much convincing.
“We have been extremely lucky to have a lot of amazing
teachers,” Levi Colton said. The two seem to have finally
found their place and their artistic comfort zone.
Christian Colton continued: “You know that feeling in
your stomach when you want to do something again. Like
when you’re playing video games and you get sick of it, but
when you wake up in the morning, you are energized and
just itching for more; that’s what it’s like for me, that’s what
it’s like for us.”
Michael Lantinen can be reached at ae.spectator@gmail.
com.

Christian Colton.

Savak
From A3
Q: Are you planning a tour in support of
the album?
SH: We are going to Europe right after the
record officially comes out and then playing
some more east coast shows through the end
of the year. We're just starting to make plans
for next year. Basically, as much as we can
comfortably do, we will.
We like playing, and if there are reasonable
opportunities to do so, then we'll try to make
it work. That said, I think some bands get
caught in a weird cycle where they make a
record, then tour on the record and just keep
repeating that pattern as if the record is a
product and the shows are the way they sell
that product.
I don't really approach music like that.
Albums are snapshots of particular musicians
at a particular time. For better and for worse.
The live band may actually develop into
something else. Or maybe the studio affords
certain chances to experiment with sound.

I like to keep a looser relationship between
recordings and performances. My goal is
to always improve at both, but they don't
necessarily have to reflect each other perfectly.
Q: Who are your biggest musical
influences?
SH: Charles Mingus, Wire, DC hardcore
from the ‘80s, Mission of Burma, Television,
Duke Ellington, Minutemen, Shostakovich,
Hamza El Din, Talk Talk, Roxy Music, Fugazi,
Umm Kulthum, John Lee Hooker, Bob Dylan,
The Stooges, Can, Skip James, The Velvet
Underground, Mahler, Sonic Youth, Flamin'
Groovies, Serge Gainsbourg, Wipers, etc.
Q: Is there anything else you’d like to add?
SH: Try to be positive. Don't filter the world
through complaints. Make art. Solve problems.
Be fun to be around. Listen to people. Read
real books. Let whole albums play from start to
finish. Try new foods. Start a band. Travel. Say
hello to people. Do stuff. Stay curious. And, if
you're still reading this, please and thank you.
Dakota Palmer can be reached at
ae.spectator@gmail.com
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Across
1 Pet adoption agcy.
5 West Indies tribe for which a sea is
named
10 "Rhyme Pays" rapper
14 Boxers Laila and Muhammad
15 Carne __: burrito filling
16 Benelux country: Abbr.
17 Legendary terror of the deep
19 __ blocker
20 Action hero Jason in three Ludlum
novels
21 Swedish vodka brand
23 Material
25 Prefix with space
26 "__ the Sheriff ": Clapton hit
28 Under threat
32 Like most people
33 Comic's perch
34 Label for Elvis
35 "Supervixens" director Meyer
36 Honor roll student's disappointment
37 Fashion line
38 Author's ending?
39 Celebrated chef Ducasse
40 Copycats
41 Lovers of wordplay
43 Get big on Twitter
44 Gumbo pod
45 Sierra Nevada lake
47 Ginger's "Gilligan's Island" hutmate
50 Repaired, as a fence
53 Awesome, nowadays
54 "Doesn't matter to me"
57 Old film dog
58 "Family Matters" misfit
59 Mirror shape
60 Quantum movement?
61 Body of verse
62 Sunday benches

Answers to last week’s puzzle:

Down
1 Airline to Oslo
2 Working-class Roman
3 Padua parting
4 Even though
5 Lacks what it takes to
6 Equipment, in a ledger
7 Lab rodent
8 Brainstorm
9 Rihanna's home country
10 Congenital
11 "Forget You" singer who was a coach on
"The Voice"
12 Caesar's last question
13 The one over there
18 Lightweight synthetic
22 Elite Navy fighter
24 Names given to an assassin
26 Rodeo automaker
27 "Aye, lass," in Acapulco
29 Sentence subject, usually
30 Birthday greeting opened with a click
31 Ewes' guys
32 Give it __: swing hard
33 Prep for fight night
36 Tidies
37 Radar gun user
39 Big name in razors
40 Rice-__
42 Airport porter
43 1986 horror film in which a man
becomes an insect
46 Female French friends
47 Repast
48 Church area behind an altar
49 Detective Wolfe
51 Roof overhang
52 Sketch
55 Just get (by)
56 Golf Hall of Famer Ernie

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Dog Sees God

Women’s Volleyball vs. Gannon

Football vs. Slippery Rock

Men’s Swimming vs. IUP

Women’s Volleyball vs. Mercyhurst

Music & Theater Department Fall Concert

10/19 to 10/22 | 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Diebold Performing Arts Center

10/20 | 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse

10/21 | Noon to 3 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium

10/21 | 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse

10/21 | 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse

10/21 | 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Louis C. Cole Auditorium

In The Community
Montana of 200

Annual Fall Festival

10/20 | 6 p.m.
Basement Transmissions
145 West 11th Street, Erie

10/21 to 10/22 | 10 a.m.
Peek n’ Peak Resort
1405 Old Road, Clymer, New York

Book Reading and Signing

Shakespeare’s Brush with Guantanamo

10/21 | 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Werner Books
3541 Liberty Street, Erie

10/23 | 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Blasco Library
160 East Front Street, Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
Despicable Me 3
10/21
Saturday
2 p.m. | 5 p.m. | 8 p.m.

SHOWTIMES:
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Football upsets ʻHurst as they get back in the winning groove
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Coming into the game as the underdogs, the Fighting Scots
topped the Mercyhurst Lakers by a score of 28-25. After a late
push by the Lakers in the fourth quarter that brought them
within three of the tie, they took the field for an onside kick
that offensive tackle Trey Staunch recovered, sealing the Scots
victory.
In a back and forth first half, Edinboro would be the first
to strike after recovering a muffed punt. The play set up the
offense inside of the Mercyhurst red zone and the combination
of Andrew Tomko and Walter Fletcher wasted no time before
getting started in their ground and pound attack.
“I just wanted to play in the system. I know all of the coaches
stress [to] just do our job, and I believed in Coach Limbaugh’s
gameplan and the rest of the staff ’s [gameplan]. I just wanted
to go out there and not make any spectacular plays, but just do
my specific job and play,” quarterback Andrew Tomko said.
The two combined for a total of 175 yards rushing and four
touchdowns on the day, most of which came from Fletcher,
who continues to climb the ladder amongst Edinboro’s most
respected tailbacks. Fletcher’s 958 yards on the season gives
him the opportunity to be the first running back since 2004 to
run for 1,000 yards or more on the year.
Fletcher would even flank wide receiver Ta’Nauz Gregory
in the wildcat. One time, this combination would find
the endzone on a handoff to Fletcher who outpaced the

Mercyhurst defense to reach the pylon.
“Ta’Nauz is a great player and can score touchdowns any
time he touches the football, so anytime you have a skilled guy
and you can put the ball in his hands, you try to get them in
that position as many times as possible,” head coach Wayne
Bradford said.
Mercyhurst didn’t let up as they eventually took the lead
later in the half thanks to a balanced offensive attack from their
quarterback Doug Altavilla and his running mate Grayson
Taylor, who averaged 4.7 yards per carry.
On two separate drives of 65 and 59 yards, Mercyhurst tied
the game. Before the end of the half, they would take the lead
on a field goal, making it 17-14.
Mercyhurst showed the capabilities to drive down the field,
but the Fighting Scots’ opportunistic defense was too much.
Two mishaps, one early in the third, the other later, both
resulted in turnovers recovered by Edinboro defenders.
“It was one of those local rivalry games. We knew
Mercyhurst was coming in after beating a really good Gannon
team and playing really competitively against Slippery Rock, so
we knew it was going to be a challenge. I’m proud of the way
they competed for 60 minutes to get the victory,” Bradford said.
Derek Dorr has now forced two fumbles on the year and
shows no signs of letting up. Ethan Upperco would make the
first recovery while Maurice Sims, who came in relief, picked

up the other.
Mercyhurst had the opportunities late with two long drives
into Edinboro territory, but questionable play-calling led to
them coming up completely empty and turning over the ball
on downs.
Starting quarterback Jake Sisson will be returning to practice
this week and his availability will continue to be questionable
until their matchup against Slippery Rock at Sox Harrison
Stadium on Saturday at noon.
“The first thing you do when you’re preparing for Slippery
Rock is you must have a rock in your pocket, 24/7. That’s how
important the football game is, this will be our 80th meeting so
it’s one of our old school rivalries. Their team is having a great
year. Really explosive offense with three outstanding receivers,
a quarterback that’s been playing really well and two running
backs so there will be a great challenge there,” Bradford added.
Bradford feels their point of attack must be on Slippery
Rock’s defense who is a generally younger unit.
“Defensively, they’ve given up a lot of points and a lot of
yards. They have only one returner, [but] unfortunately for us
that returner is the all-time leader in sacks and tackles for a
loss in division II history. They’re big, they’re strong, they’re
athletic, they can hit, but this is the most fierce and intense
game we will play from a physical standpoint and we’re ready,”
said Bradford.

Equestrian

Baseball

The Edinboro equestrian team took part in their
third show of the year this past Sunday, following a
successful start to the season.
Individual Placings
— Captain Lauren Michalchik took 3rd in Alumni
flat.
— Treasurer Megan Rajecki placed 2nd in advanced
W/T/C.
— Secretary Susie Guisto placed 3rd in Beginner
W/T/C.
— Samantha Watson placed 2nd in Novice fences.
— Braden St. Clair placed 6th in intermediate flat.
— Sarah West took 6th in Open flat and 3rd in open
fences.

The Edinboro recreation club baseball team
played a doubleheader on Sept. 30 against Toledo.
A victory in the first game came via mercy rule
after five innings. Gavin Hohn threw a complete
game on the mound, going five innings and
allowing two runs.
Daniel Gierlak hit a three-run home run, as well.
The second game was closer, eventually resulting
in a walk-off double coming from Tyler Hrovrat.
Hrovrat was the MVP of the tournament with a
home run and 8 RBIs.

Ultimate
Frisbee
Edinboro’s ultimate frisbee team’s most recent action at the
end of February pitted them against seven teams over two
days.
Playing the entire two days with only two players to spare
(seven play at once), the team went 2-5. They would earn
wins against two New York universities: Brockport and
Geneseo.
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House legislation
A new legislation was
passed by the House
of Representatives on
Oct. 3 criminalizing
abortions after 20
weeks of pregnancy,

B5.

Contributing writer Austin Oakes
reviews Firefox Quantum, B8.
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Faces of the MLB Playoffs
Photos: Tribune News Service

The Dodgers lead the Cubs,
3-0, in the NL, while the
Yankees and Astros are tied
in the AL, 2-2.

Womenʼs volleyball drops three matches in past week, faces Gannon next
By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor

Photos: Madi Gross

Edinboro player Sydney Trathen.

On Tuesday, Oct. 10, the Edinboro Fighting
Scots women’s volleyball team took a 3-0 loss
against Slippery Rock University. The game was
held in McComb Fieldhouse and began at 7 p.m.
Edinboro put up a strong defense and played
solid on offense, which led to a rather intense
game. Slippery Rock took the first match with a
25-21 score, the second match with a mark of 2725, and the third match, at 25-19.
Freshman Cierah Jackson was a leader in this
game with 14 kills and 2 blocks; senior Sydney
Trathen was also a leader in this game with a total
of 37 assists. Freshman Molly Breier led in digs
for Edinboro, with a total of 12 and two returns.
On Friday, Oct. 13, Edinboro’s women’s
volleyball team added another loss to their
PSAC record after a 3-0 defeat against Indiana
University

of Pennsylvania’s Crimson Hawks. The game took
place at IUP at 7 p.m. The Crimson Hawks took
the first game with a 25-21 win, the second with a
29-27 score, and the third with a 25-14 mark.
Senior Jill Glover led in this match with a
total of eight kills and three blocks, while senior
Sydney Trathen led in assists again in this game
with 27 and one error.
Senior Challen Litwiler led in digs with 10 and
four returns.
On Saturday, Oct. 14, it was Clarion University
coming out on top with a 3-2 win after a fivegame match against the Fighting Scots. The game
took place at Clarion at 1 p.m. Clarion took the
first game with a 26-24 win, but the Fighting
Scots came back and took the second game with a
score of 25-21. It was the Golden Eagles who took
the third game with a score of 25-17, only for the
Scots to come back in the

fourth with a 25-23 win.
The fifth game tiebreaker went to Clarion
University with a 25-21 win over the Fighting
Scots.
Freshman Cierah Jackson was once again a
leader in this game with 24 kills and one block.
Senior Sydney Trathen again led in assists with a
total of 54 throughout the game, while Challen
Litwiler led in digs with a total of 17 and one
return.
After this last week of matches, the team
now holds a 3-6 record in the PSAC and is 13-7
overall.
The team will return home to McComb
Fieldhouse again on Friday to face Gannon
University’s Golden Knights at 7 p.m. and again
on Saturday to face the Mercyhurst Lakers at 1
p.m.

Womenʼs soccer drops match to Indiana University of Pennsylvania
By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor
The Fighting Scots women’s soccer team added
another loss to their PSAC record on Friday after
they faced Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
The match took place at South Campus Field
in Indiana, Pennsylvania, and with 100 people in
attendance the Crimson Hawks took the 4-1 win.
IUP registered their first goal rather quickly in
the first half (1:47). The goal was scored by junior
midfielder Gianna Parlavecchio and she was
assisted by goalkeeper Makenzie Witzel.
There was a lot of game played in between the
first and second goals, including seven shots from
Edinboro and four shots from the Crimson Hawks.
Just before the end of the first half (36:55), IUP
scored another goal, bringing it to 2-0 before going
into halftime. Kallie Conte scored this goal and
the junior forward of IUP was assisted by Brandie
Bryant, a senior midfielder on the team.
The second half got off to a quick start just as the
first half did. Before the first goal, there were two
fouls called on Edinboro and one offsides call on

IUP. Not long after that (50:05 into the game), the
Crimson Hawks’ defender Hannah Stoof scored
IUP’s third goal of the game, which brought the
score to 3-0. After each team had one shot and one
foul, Edinboro’s Ashley Mutkus scored the first
and only goal for the team in this game (54:35).
Throughout the next 15 minutes of the game
Edinboro had one shot and one foul and IUP had
two fouls and one shot. Towards the middle of
the second half of the game (78:31), the Crimson
Hawks scored their fourth goal of the game. This
goal was scored by senior forward Lexie Palluconi
and was assisted by Kallie Conte. This goal brought
the score to 4-1, which would be the score at the
end of the game.
Although the Fighting Scots took a loss for this
game, they returned to Sox Harrison Stadium for
a win on Sunday against Mansfield University. For
more coverage of the match against Mansfield,
head to B3 for a recap.
Madi Gross can be reached at sports.
spectator@gmail.com.

Photo: Madi Gross
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9 new members inducted into Edinboro Athletic Hall of Fame

Photo: EU Sports Information

Edinboro’s nine Hall of Fame inductees posing with University President H. Fred Walker after the 39th annual banquet at Van Houten Dining Hall.

Jon Grafious

Jon Grafious (‘96) was a standout on the men’s swimming
team from 1992-96. A ten-time All-American, he was named
to Edinboro’s All-Time Men’s Swimming Team. He still holds
the school record in the 400-yard IM and previously held the
record in the 200-yard butterfly. He ranks in the top five times
in five different events. As a freshman in 1992-93, Grafious was
a three-time All-American, earning the honor in the 1,650-yard
freestyle, 200-yard butterfly, and 400-yard IM. He also finished
as a runner-up at the PSAC Championships, and set school
records in the 200-yard butterfly and 400-yard IM. The next year,
he earned All-American accolades seven times. That included a
fourth place finish in the 200-yard medley relay, a fifth place finish
in the 400-yard medley relay, and a seventh place showing in the
800-yard freestyle relay. In addition, he was an All-American in the
200-yard butterfly, 400-yard IM, 500-yard freestyle, and 1,650-yard
freestyle. He also earned All-PSAC honors in four events at the
PSAC Championships, including a first place finish in the 400-yard
IM, along with second in the 200-yard butterfly and 1,650-yard
freestyle, and third in the 500-yard freestyle. He once again broke
his own school records in the 200-yard butterfly and 400-yard
IM. In 1994-95, Grafious posted fourth place finishes at the PSAC
Championships in the 200-yard butterfly and 400-yard IM, and
a year later he broke his own record in the 200-yard butterfly.
Grafious is in aviation maintenance at Berry Aviation, Inc., and
resides in Barberton, Ohio. He has two sons, Dean and Wilson.

Mark Dingman

Mark Dingman (‘95) was a standout for the track & field
team from 1991-96. He was named to Edinboro’s All-Time
Men’s Track & Field Team after earning All-American
honors twice in the decathlon. He finished fifth in the event
in 1993 and again in 1995. He set the school record in the
decathlon in 1996 with 6,950 points, a record which still
stands. Dingman formerly held the school record in the
discus, and was also the former NCAA II record holder
in the decathlon discus. He also was the former NCAA
II record holder for most points in Day 2 of the national
competition. He was a four-time All-PSAC honoree in
the decathlon, and also earned All-PSAC honors while
competing in the 110-meter hurdles, discus, long jump,
and 400-meter hurdles. Dingman finished fourth in the
decathlon in the PSAC Championships in 1991 and ‘92, and
added a fifth place finish in the discus in 1995. He currently
resides in Burton, Ohio with his wife Tammy and daughters
Alli and Kayla. He continued to make his mark in track &
field as a teacher and coach at Aurora High School. In 15
years as head track coach, he coached six state champions,
along with several All-Americans, while re-writing the
Aurora track & field record books. Since 1998, over twothirds of the records have been broken. Several of his exstudents are now coaching track & field at the high school
level, with two now coaching collegiate programs.

Jerry Cass

Jerry Cass (‘67) is being inducted as the Distinguished Service
Award recipient. A member of the Edinboro football team as
an offensive lineman from 1963-66, he has gone on to be a very
successful area businessman with Cass and Cass Builders. Upon
his graduation from Edinboro in 1967, Cass served as a science
teacher at his alma mater, Harbor Creek High School. He also
coached the Huskies’ football team for six years, including an
Erie County League championship. He founded Cass and Cass
Builders in 1973, and has built the custom home construction
company into one the most respected in northwestern
Pennsylvania. In addition, he has been very active in community
service through the years. That includes serving on the
Harborcreek School Board, serving as President of the Builders
Association for two terms, serving on the Greenfield Planning
and Zoning Commissions, serving as a member of the Board
of Directors of the National Bank of North East, and serving on
the Harborcreek Sewer Authority. He currently serves on the
Development Board for Lakeview Country Club. Through the
years, Cass has been a major benefactor of Edinboro Athletics,
including helping establish the Edinboro Football Players of the
60’s Scholarship to benefit the football program.
Cass resides in Erie with his wife Cheryl, a 1968 Edinboro
graduate. The couple has a pair of children, daughter Casey
Cass Stoll, a 1995 Edinboro graduate, and son Jacob Cass, a
Commander in the U.S. Coast Guard.

Read about the accomplishments of the six other inductees over at GoFightingScots.com

Weekend of upsets alter road maps
to College Football Playoff semifinals
By Matt Mercer
Orlando Sentinel

More than halfway through
the college football season, we’ve
experienced our first chaotic
weekend that shook up the
playoff picture. Seven ranked
teams lost, with four of those
teams ranked in the top 10.
With all the latest shifts in
mind, here’s a look at my top 12
college football teams and the
path they face trying to earn
one of the four College Football
Playoff semifinal bids:
1. Alabama (7-0): The Tide
continue their stranglehold on
the top spot and will be heavily
favored in their final five regular
season games.
Remaining schedule: vs.
Tennessee (O21), vs. No. 24 LSU
(N4), at Miss. State (N11), vs.
Mercer (N18), at No. 21 Auburn
(N25).
2. Penn State (6-0): If Penn
State survives the next three
weeks, the Nittany Lions path
to their first playoff appearance
seems almost inevitable. But that’s
a big if with a road game against
Ohio State on the horizon.
Remaining schedule: vs. No. 19
Michigan (O21), at No. 6 Ohio
State (O28), at No. 18 Michigan
State (N4), vs. Rutgers (N11),
vs. Nebraska (N18), at Maryland
(N25).
3. Georgia (7-0): The Bulldogs
have the toughest remaining
strength of schedule based on
ESPN’s Football Power Index,
with a challenging game against
Auburn and a possible showdown
with Alabama in the SEC
Championship Game.
Remaining schedule: vs.
Florida (O28), vs. South Carolina
(N4), at No. 21 Auburn (N11), vs.
Kentucky (N18), at Georgia Tech
(N25).
4. TCU (6-0): November

presents the biggest challenge for
TCU, with games against Texas
and Oklahoma looming. If the
Horned Frogs win out, a rematch
with OU or OSU in the Big 12
title game awaits.
Remaining schedule: vs. Kansas
(O21), at Iowa State (O28), vs.
Texas (N4), at No. 9 Oklahoma
(N11), at Texas Tech (N18), vs.
Baylor (N24).
5. Wisconsin (6-0): Wisconsin
has quietly gone about building
a two-game lead in the Big Ten
West Division and the Badgers
could clinch the division crown
in mid-November, giving them
time to regroup before a tough
conference title game.
Remaining schedule: vs.
Maryland (O21), at Illinois
(O28), at Indiana (N4), vs. Iowa
(N11), vs. No. 19 Michigan
(N18), at Minnesota (N25).
6. Ohio State (6-1): It’s simple
for Ohio State: run the table,
including quality wins over Penn
State, Michigan State, Michigan
and the Big Ten title game, and
return to the playoffs for the
second time in four years.
Remaining schedule: vs. No. 2
Penn State (O28), at Iowa (N4),
vs. No. 18 Michigan State (N11),
vs. Illinois (N18), at No. 19
Michigan (N25).
7. Clemson (6-1): This
weekend’s loss to Syracuse was
unfortunate, but it’s not the end
of the world. If the Tigers win the
rest of their games, including the
ACC Championship Game, they
will get a chance to defend their
national title.
Remaining schedule: vs. Ga.
Tech (O28), at No. 16 NC State
(N4), vs. FSU (N11), vs. The
Citadel (N18), at South Carolina
(N25).
8. Miami (5-0): It’s been quite
a while since we’ve mentioned
Miami and national title in the

same sentence, but the path to a
championship exists if the ‘Canes
can survive a tough November.
Remaining schedule: vs.
Syracuse (O21), at North
Carolina (O28), vs. No. 14 Va.
Tech (N4), vs. No. 13 Notre Dame
(N11), vs. Virginia (N18), at Pitt
(N24).
9. Oklahoma (5-1): A oneloss conference champion has
managed a spot in the semifinals
each of the first three seasons of
the playoff, so there’s hope for the
Sooners.
Remaining schedule: at Kansas
State (O21), vs. Texas Tech (O28),
at No. 10 Okla. State (N4), vs. No.
4 TCU (N11), at Kansas (N18),
vs. No. 23 West Virginia (N25).
10. Oklahoma State (5-1): See
No. 9 Oklahoma. The Cowboys
will need to follow the same game
plan and sweep their remaining
games.
Remaining schedule: at Texas
(O21), at No. 23 West Virginia
(O28), vs. No. 9 Oklahoma, at
Iowa State (N11), vs. Kansas State
(N18), vs. Kansas (N25).
11. USC (6-1): If the Pac-12
is going to get a team into the
playoff, it’s going to need the
Trojans to play well — especially
on the road including this
weekend against a tough Notre
Dame team.
Remaining schedule: at No. 13
Notre Dame (O21), at Arizona
State (O28), vs. Arizona (N4), at
Colorado (N11), vs. UCLA (N18).
12. Washington (6-1):
Normally a team could survive
a loss like the one the Huskies
suffered this weekend to Arizona
State, but with a weak schedule,
it’s an uphill climb to the playoff.
Remaining schedule: vs. UCLA
(O28), vs. Oregon (N4), at No. 22
Stanford (N10), vs. Utah (N18),
vs. No. 15 Washington State
(N25).
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The Edinboro women’s soccer team topped Mansfield, 4-1.

Edinboro earns win over Mansfield
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Edinboro broke a five-game streak
of ties and losses, topping Mansfield
University on Sunday. Danielle
Chatten opened scoring less than
a minute into the game with a goal
after Ashley Mutkus’ shot was denied.
Edinboro dominated the play and
passing for a majority of the first half,
though both teams’ goalkeepers had
to come out of net to stop attacks
at the 23rd minute. Brittany Hurey,
freshman, scored her first goal for
Edinboro from 30 yards out with a
shot just over Mansfield’s keeper. The
score would remain 2-0 going into
halftime.
Rebecca Manns opened scoring
just minutes into the second half.
Manns received a pass from Chatten,
beat her defender and was left alone
with Mansfield’s goalie. Mutkus
would add Edinboro’s last goal.
Mutkus’ goal came from a free kick a
couple yards out of the box. Mansfield
would become increasingly desperate
for a goal, with their chance coming
with less than a minute in the game.
Mansfield received a corner and their

goal resulted from the scramble in
front of the net.
Edinboro wore purple as it was the
Fighting Scots Fighting Cancer game,
and they received donations before
and during the game.
Edinboro’s defense left little scoring
opportunities for Mansfield as
Sarah Baskey only had to make one
save. Mansfield’s goalkeeper, Dana
DiCamillo, had 10 saves.
Ashley Mutkus scored her 10th
goal of the season and earned her
79th career point.
When asked what this win
meant, Head Coach Gary Kagiavas
responded with: “Three more points
[as we’re] trying to hit the playoffs.
We’ve got four more games and if we
get all the points there, I think we
should be in, but our goal is to make
the PSAC playoffs.”
When asked about homecoming
weekend and Fighting Scots Fighting
Cancer, he expressed a belief that
homecoming is a distraction, but the
Fighting Scots Fighting Cancer day
was important. “The cancer day is
really important. The team wanted to
do it.”

Voices

voices.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 117 | Issue 7 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Section B n Page 4

Our Viewpoint

#MeToo, I see you,
and #YesIHave

Only you can change the state of our SGA

The Dallas Morning News

The Spectator

Each week, they gather and talk about their nearly $1.1
million budget and seemingly throw it away in a battle-royale
style popularity contest, or so that’s what people seem to
think. On the contrary, the Student Government Association
(SGA) has far less money to throw around than students
assume, and equally as few people in charge of distributing it.
First off, if you were ever wondering as to the source of
SGA’s money, look no further than the student activity fee
that’s tacked onto your tuition each year. It comes out to $225
a semester and of that, SGA only handles $90,000 a year of it,
or $45,000 a semester.
This money is used to provide EMTA services to students,
keep up with the operation of the C-store and game room,
receive legal work and guidance from attorney Nicholas
Radock, and maintain the SGA vehicles available for
those who request them. The rest is available for student
organizations to fight for.
In the grand scheme of things, it’s not that much, but when
your money is going to a pool of cash that can be drawn
upon for any organization that asks for it, you deserve a say,
correct? Of course, it’s your right, and if you really want to
have a say, then try to join the student congress.
SGA is made up of two separate parts, student congress,
in which all students that meet the basic requirements can
apply for, and the executive board, including six positions:
president, vice president of student interest, vice president
of finance, vice president of procedures, director of public
relations and the secretary.
SGA had 30 congress members in the fall of 2015.
Currently, the congress, known also as SGA Senators, is only
12 people strong and that number should make you care if
nothing else does.
Currently, only 18 people on campus hold power
over $90,000, money that can literally make or break an
organization’s year, so why aren’t more people joining the
congress?
The congress is described as “the main voting body where

the students, also known as congress members, recognize
new clubs and organizations, hear financial requests, vote on
constitutional amendments, and advocate for students and
their concerns.”
The process really isn’t that hard, and its only requirement
is that you go to the weekly meetings Mondays at 6 p.m., be a
member of one of the four committees with their own weekly
meetings, and vote when needed.
That’s it; you don’t even have to attend the congress
meetings if you serve on two committees. Go to two meetings
and vote on different things presented, yet each week those
who are currently on congress miss and barely anyone new
joins, so who’s to blame other than us?
Mind you, I am not attacking those that choose to miss or
those that don’t have time to join, as it states on their website:
“SGA values the input of non-members as well. Voice your
concerns about student affairs by getting in contact with us.”
The ones who I’m directing this towards are those who choose
to moan and groan about SGA and then do absolutely nothing
in the way of having their opinion heard by those who can
actually do something about it.
According to SGA’s website: “The Edinboro University
Student Government Association provides a representative
form of government for the students of Edinboro University.
SGA represents the interests and concerns of the student
body in order to enhance the quality of student life.” So you
shouldn’t feel like you have no avenue to speak, because they
are there exactly for that reason.
Besides the weekly meeting, which is open to the public,
you can also just merely email SGA and voice your opinions,
which requires the minimum amount of effort, while even the
angriest of introverts can do it.
In the end, regardless to your feelings on the actions of
SGA, pouting will do nothing. If you’re a member of a group
on campus that has access to funding and services via student
government, you are only hurting your group by not having a
representative in the congress.
The only way to fix the problems you see in SGA is to
become a congress member and have a voice with a vote. Until
then, you are doing nothing more than yelling into the sky
and hoping the heavens will answer your prayers for more
funding.
If you’re interested in finding out more about the Student
Government Association, you can visit their website,
edinborosga.com. Minutes are posted weekly and you can find
contact information for those on the current executive board
and congress.
The form for becoming a congress member can be found on
Borosync on the SGA page if you’re interested.
Roman Sabella can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.
com. “Our Viewpoint” is voted on and discussed by the staff
of The Spectator.

No: Gun control laws won’t stop Las Vegas-type massacres
By Stephen P. Halbrook
Tribune News Service

To minimize the chances of another
horrific massacre like that in Las Vegas,
imaginative risk assessments must be
made and acted on by ordinary citizens,
organizations that sponsor events, and state
and local authorities.
The most ineffective, irrelevant reaction
would be for Congress to enact yet more
gun control legislation.
While the federal Gun Control Act is as
complex as antitrust law, it did nothing to
prevent the murder of 58 innocents.
France has far stricter gun laws than the
U.S., but 130 were slain, mostly with illegal
guns, in the 2015 Paris attacks.
In reaction to such Islamic State-inspired
assaults, the European Union imposed
diktats against law-abiding gun owners.
But it did nothing to ban motor vehicles
after a single terrorist murdered 86 with a
cargo truck in Nice in 2016.
Pseudo protection offered by paper
laws guarantees nothing. Every person is
ultimately responsible for his or her safety.
While critical in many contexts, armed
self-help by concertgoers was no option in
Las Vegas. Flight was the only choice.
Risk assessments for mass events
typically involve security armed with
pistols and the screening of entrants with
metal detectors. That is irrelevant when
a killer such as Stephen Paddock secures
a towering location above the event. He

was not screened and was out of range of
handguns.
In such a venue with 22,000 guests,
security should include trained snipers
with long-range, precision rifles and highpower, night-vision scopes.
Paddock shot at a distances upward of
300 yards. Had two or three riflemen been
on duty with the right equipment, they
might have been able quickly to spot the
room from which he was shooting and
dispatch him.
The security guard and officers who
responded to the massacre acted heroically
and effectively in identifying and assaulting
the killer’s room, prompting him to
commit suicide. But could steps have been
taken to prevent the carnage altogether?
That requires serious study, not the
Hillary Clintonism of blaming the National
Rifle Association for the murders and
lamenting how much worse the carnage
would have been had the killer used
suppressors to reduce the firing noise only
to the level of a jackhammer.
Fantasizing that a ban on this or
that physical object will remove the
capacity of the demented to do evil is a
form of animism. Reducing evil to an
object without addressing the complex
motivations that drive killers to commit
unspeakable acts serves no purpose other
than padding political talking points.
Relying on Congress to pass further
restrictions on law-abiding gun owners

would do nothing to stop mass murders.
California Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s
immediate reaction to Las Vegas was a bill
banning guns that somehow fire faster,
not realizing that speed depends on the
user’s skill. Proposals to ban the bump-fire
stock are a side show to the real agenda of
banning guns.
The line in the sand since the National
Firearms Act was passed in 1934 is
whether the gun fires only one shot with
a single pull of the trigger – such as an
ordinary semi-automatic – or multiple
shots automatically with one trigger pull
as with a machine gun. Those who never
let a tragedy go to waste seek to blur the
difference.
The Second Amendment provides that
“the right of the people to keep and bear
arms, shall not be infringed.” The Founders
adopted this to allow the people to protect
themselves from tyranny.
Countless millions were murdered
by oppressive governments in the 20th
century. How ironic it is then that those
who denounce the Trump administration
as fascist propose that only the government
have arms.
“Gun control” is code for
unconstitutionally criminalizing the
possession of common firearms by
ordinary citizens. Just like our response
to 9/11, our reaction to the Las Vegas
massacre should be that we continue to live
and stand strong as free Americans.

By Craig Lancaster

The #MeToo posts flooding my Facebook newsfeed – and yours,
no doubt – demand a hashtag in response. Not as a rebuttal, but as
a show of solidarity and a claiming of responsibility.
This week, as I fought off an attack of nerves, I posted mine:
#YesIHave.
Yes, I have been too aggressive in my interest in a woman.
Yes, I have had the gall to be galled that someone didn’t find me
as appealing as I thought she should have.
Yes, I have told jokes that reduced women to how they looked
or their physical attributes. And, yes, I have laughed at others’ such
jokes.
Yes, I have said wholly inappropriate things in wholly
inappropriate situations.
As a social construct, it’s interesting to see the way the Harvey
Weinstein story has shaped a national conversation. Media
attention blows up. More revelations pour forth. Lines get drawn.
Debates flare in the middle of the issue and on the periphery. I’ve
asked myself why, a year ago, I loudly and repeatedly denounced
then-candidate Donald Trump for his misogyny but have had little
to say about Weinstein (or my own errant ways, tame though they
may be in comparison).
My justification – that I expect more moral character from
a president than a Hollywood mogul – might well be a human
response, but it only perpetuates the problem we have. We
(eventually, maybe) respond to the most damnable abuse but do
little to break down the systemic reasons it exists so pervasively. I
have no grand answers about how to do this. I can only start with
me and radiate outward.
I have been slow to recognize that the power structures in
almost every facet of life make my journey easier than those of the
women who have worked and lived alongside me. I have failed
to acknowledge everyday situations where I blithely go about my
business while women I know have to face fear, lack of comfort,
even danger. I’m left to wonder how many times I benefited from
this dynamic without realizing it, or, worse, how many times I
capitalized on it knowing full well I’d played an advantage I never
earned.
A dear friend of mine, the novelist Sheila Redling, posted this
the day I decided to share my #YesIHave declaration: “You nice
guys – and I’m blessed knowing so many truly nice and decent
men – we don’t need you to keep us safe. We need you to believe
us, give us room, and police your own.”
There, in a single paragraph, was the good and the bad from
where I’ve been living for 47 years. I am a good man, as my parents
raised me to be. I’m also a good man who can do better. Who can
listen more. Who can be more vigilant. Who can learn. I’m grateful
for moments that remind me I’m still a work in progress, even as I
charge hard toward the mid-century mark.
That’s encouraging in its way, if humbling. It means I haven’t
calcified.
It’s been an interesting week in my house. These #MeToo posts
– and I’ve tried to read all that Mark Zuckerberg’s algorithms
have shown me – have prompted self-reflection and wholesale
unearthing of past harassment my wife has endured. Hearing her
stories made me angry, as does imagining such things happening
to my sister or my nieces. And yet, that too underlines a problem.
Our clarity on this shouldn’t hinge on whether it’s happened close
to home.
One more hashtag, #YesIAm: I am trying to learn from the
very real things that aren’t always obvious to me. I am trying to be
mindful. I am trying to do better and demand better from others.
And to all the women behind all the #MeToo posts: I see you. I
hear you. I believe you.

WHAT IS THE BEST
COSTUME YOU’VE EVER
HAD
Have your opinion
in The Spectator!
Answer our poll online
today - Monday or email
us an idea of your own
at voices.spectator@
gmail.com.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Hey Congress, you really need to stop
scapegoating women and minorities
By Sarah Cacchione
Social Media Director

New legislation was passed by the
House of Representatives on Oct. 3
criminalizing abortions after 20 weeks of
pregnancy. This new legislation, The PainCapable Unborn Child Protection Act,
comes with a few exceptions: rape, incest
and if the mother’s life is at risk.
The House continuously attempted to
pass legislation similar to this prior. In
2013 and 2015, it ultimately failed. But in
2017, the House has the support from the
White House.
The act makes it illegal for women
to get an abortion after 20 weeks, with
the threat of a fine or up to five years
in prison, or both for a doctor who
performs an abortion after the limited
time slot. This legislation prevents women
from seeking safe, legal abortions and
criminalizes women for seeking out an
abortion past the regulated time.
Republicans claim the argument of
science is on their side, science that states
unborn children older than 20 weeks can
physically feel pain. The problem is, their
argument is false.
Most science shows that only well after

20 weeks can fetuses feel pain. Claiming
that fetuses can feel pain that early in a
pregnancy is only a way of pushing their
dangerous argument even further.
The “science” of this legislation has
been refuted by many doctors and OBGYNs, who say the time when a fetus
can feel pain isn’t until probably the third
trimester. If only these people were more
passionate about scientific evidence in
other issues, like climate change.
With less access to safe abortions, the
new legislation will undoubtedly force
women to travel long distances and pay
a lot of money to obtain a safe and legal
abortion. In the United States, it’s not odd
for women to travel far distances for safe
and affordable care.
The access to abortions has also been
a recurring issue in the U.S. With already
existing issues, like not being able to
take off work to travel a long distance for
appointments, and an unequal access to
safe abortions, limiting the time slot of
when women can legally get abortions
causes even more problems to the health
and safety of hundreds of women.
On Oct. 1, Congress allowed the
Children’s Health Insurance Program to
expire. Nine million children are provided

with health insurance under this program.
This program was created in 1997,
and looks to ensure that children (and
pregnant women) in low-income families
would be covered.
Congress terminated a program that
helps 9 million children get doctor
checkups, affordable medicine and
immunizations. When the government
makes it unlawful for women to have
abortions, but also doesn’t offer affordable
healthcare to the children being born, it’s
not far-fetched to wonder if they actually
care about the children’s lives after birth.
Throughout history, there are constant
instances when women and minorities
are used as scapegoats. When the elite
can blame and criminalize minorities, the
question of whether the country is looking
to the right things to criminalize comes to
mind. With issues like Flint, Michigan still
not having clean water after over 1,000
days, and an obvious need for reform on
our gun laws, it’s a shame we must use
women as a scapegoat and criminalize
them for making decisions for themselves
and their bodies.
Sarah Cacchione can be reached at
voices.spectator@gmail.com.
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President Donald Trump and the House are actively
working against the well-being of women.

Top four places to donate in the wake of natural disasters
By Ashley Kestle
Staff Writer
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With allegations towards Weinstein, Hollywood looks for
new answers regarding conduct.

Delving in is not our thing
By Peter Mehlman
Los Angeles Times

You go from dreary Parsons
Boulevard in Queens to
Hollywood movie mogul but
can’t feel your life. What do
you do? You have such pretty
people begging for a taste of
your dreams but feel nothing.
What do you do? In a sausagefactory city, you produce works
of art but feel worse than ever.
What do you do? You can
manipulate the entertainment
capital of the world into Oscar
after Oscar after Oscar until
you feel like God but even that’s
nothing. What do you do?
In Hollywood, the answer is:
Don’t ask.
It would be nice if open
secrets about Hollywood’s
many sociopathic, perverse
beasts raised a “How did
we let this happen?” kind of
question, but sorry, delving is
not our thing. Our business
takes place under office
headsets, over acoustically
dangerous restaurant tables,
and we just want to – need
to – be in the know enough
to say, “Oh my God,” make
the most convenient joke and
then whisper the open secret
to someone else. Our electrical
contractors and insurance
agents need to know too.
It would be nice if blatantly
deviant behavior goosed us
into coughing up some hairball
of human reflection. Maybe
a slightly miffed “Why?” But
no, no, no – we don’t chase
epiphanies down Burton Way.
The open secret itself is all the
epiphany we need, thank you.
It would be nice if we
recognized our own complicity
in monstrous conduct but
really, a perfect rationalization
is just sitting there: With so
many open secrets hanging
around, we’ve built up an
immunity. (“Really? He’s a
predatory deviant too? Anyway,
yeah, they’re bringing back
‘Roseanne.’”)

Right up there with movies,
TV shows and music, dirt
is one more product of the
entertainment industry, and
everyone’s a consumer. Even
your electrical contractor and
insurance agent. But especially
us.
It would be nice if we
indicted ourselves in our crimes
against humanity but – well,
let’s take a shot at that one.
Years ago, at an industry
screening, I heard a rumor
about the very subject of our
current (exploded) open secret.
Let’s just say it was horrible and
explicit and wolfish but was
conveyed in a perfectly matterof-fact tone.
“Oh,” I said.
The movie was really great
and at dinner the next night,
I told a lot of friends they
shouldn’t wait for the DVD.
“Go see it at a really big theater.
It’s what movies should be.
And by the way, I heard this
rumor...”
“Really? Guess I’m out of
the loop. Thinking maybe we
should split some tiramisu.”
Guilty, your honor.
It would’ve been nice if,
before this month when some
of us finally copped a plea, we’d
taken a second to visualize the
actual open secret in action.
It would’ve been nice if we’d
gone deep enough to place
ourselves inside the suites at the
Peninsula and let the revulsion
hit us, rather than just grabbing
the open secret and converting
it into currency.
It would have been nice if
we’d stopped to think, “You
know, my electrical contractor
and insurance agent don’t
really need to know how far
we go.” It would have been nice
if we’d imagined the day all
this human wreckage would
blow up, and gotten beyond
wondering which rehab facility
would be the logical choice for
this particularly nasty case.
But then, this isn’t a nice
place.

Lately, the news has been saturated with the devastation
of tropical storms and hurricanes. Although seeing articles
about these hurricanes may become redundant, it’s important
to remember the damage caused by these storms can last for
decades. With that in mind, it’s also important to be sure
you’re donating to organizations that will use your money
and resources wisely.
1. All Hands Volunteers
All Hands Volunteers is a nonprofit volunteer program that
partners with the local community to help rebuild homes,
businesses and other important aspects of the community.
Not only have they helped in past natural disasters, but
they’ve already put their volunteers to work in Florida and
Texas, clearing debris and rebuilding. Your donation will
support their effort to restore life in these places.
2. UNICEF
UNICEF is an organization that has made advances in
many different countries. They have tackled issues like
Malaria, Ebola, education and trafficking, to name a few.
Currently, a $28 donation to UNICEF USA will supply one
emergency response kit containing essentials for a family.
UNICEF puts 90 percent of every dollar you donate towards

relief efforts.
3. Heart to Heart International
Heart to Heart International is not only collecting
monetary donations, but also sending out medical
professionals to treat the victims of these recent natural
disasters. All of your donation will go towards the effort to
provide medical care to those who are in desperate need of it.
4. Oxfam
Oxfam is an organization that’s dedicated to fighting
poverty. They state that they rarely step in during natural
disasters, but the U.S. government’s failure to provide aid to
Puerto Rico has caused them to take action. Your donation to
Oxfam will support their effort to working with government
officials to advocate for faster, more effective emergency
response.
5. Do your research and try to make only monetary
donations.
While donating nonperishable items and clothing is
generous, the cost to ship these items to disaster victims
usually costs more than they are worth. Instead of using
resources to ship materials to these affected areas, donate
your money to organizations that will spend it wisely and
directly on those in need.
Ashley Kestle can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.com.
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From left, Beatriz Rodriguez talks with Gloria ‘Gigi’ Rivadeneyra, program manager for the Florida Department of
Health, Seminole County, on Oct. 13.

The EPA acts more like a friend
and less like a regulator of utilities
By St. Louis Post-Dispatch
TNS

The premise underlying nearly a half century of U.S.
environmental law is that no one has a right to poison the air
and water that all Americans consume. Under Scott Pruitt’s
direction, the Environmental Protection Agency seems just
fine with increasing Americans’ exposure to industrial toxins
as long as it fulfills President Donald Trump’s promise to revive
the nation’s moribund coal industry.
The EPA proposes to loosen pollution restrictions on coalburning utilities that produce a contaminant known as coal
ash. The EPA says coal ash is one of the largest industrial waste
streams generated in the United States. It is produced primarily
by coal-fired power plants and contains a cancer-causing, toxic
mix of arsenic, mercury, cadmium and other heavy metals.
Coal-burning utilities produce an estimated 110 million
tons of coal ash annually, storing it in giant pits. One former
EPA top official has described the storage pits as “ticking time
bombs.”
Guidelines for the EPA’s proposed changes, issued Aug.
15, included requirements for states seeking to deviate from
federal coal ash rules to come up with specifically designed
policies. Watchdog groups say the standards are too loose, too

utility-friendly and will permit states to weaken regulatory
enforcement below federal standards.
In his plan to pare back regulatory oversight, Pruitt
suggested that protecting public health is not his primary
concern. “As part of EPA’s ongoing commitment to cooperative
federalism, we continue to consult with our state partners to
find the best management strategy for the safe disposal of coal
ash in each of their states,” he said.
The EPA is well aware of the potential public health dangers
and says that improperly built or managed coal ash disposal
units have been linked to surface, ground water and air
contamination. Major coal ash spills near Kingston, Tenn., in
2009, and Eden, N.C., in 2014, highlighted the need for federal
oversight. The spills caused widespread environmental and
economic damage.
Regulation of coal ash falls squarely in the federal
government’s regulatory domain because contaminated air
and water are not restricted to a single state’s boundaries.
One state’s loose controls very often mean that neighboring
states suffer the consequences, and watchdog groups say state
regulators typically are more lenient. Easing regulations to
improve the business climate is a short-sighted policy. The EPA
needs to listen to public concerns. It may learn something.

World
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Somalia experiences ‘deadliest single bomb attack’
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Reportedly 276 people were killed in the deadly bombing, with roughly 300 others reporting injuries from the incident.

Deadly blast in Mogadishu shopping district leaves 276
dead and hundreds of Somalia natives protesting in the streets
By Robyn Dixon
Los Angeles Times

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa —
Hundreds of Somalis marched in the
streets of Mogadishu on Sunday to protest a
deadly blast that killed 276 people in a busy
shopping district in the country's deadliest
single bomb attack.
About 300 others were reported injured
in the attack, Information Minister
Abdirahman O. Osman said. It occurred
when a truck carrying explosives detonated
Saturday in a crowded street packed with
cars and pedestrians, near government
ministries and hotels.
Demonstrators on Sunday included many
women in flowing gowns, protesting an
attack that the Somali government blamed
on the al-Qaeda-linked al-Shabab, a Somali
extremist group that has carried out many
similar attacks in the past. No one had
claimed responsibility for the attack.
The death toll rose sharply Sunday as
bodies were recovered, many of them burned
in cars and nearby buildings.
Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi
Farmaajo said the attack showed Somalia's
enemies cared nothing for human lives.
"Today's horrific attack proves our enemy
would stop (at) nothing to cause our people
pain and suffering. Let's unite against terror,"
he tweeted. The president declared three days

of mourning and called on citizens to donate
blood as hospitals struggled to save critically
injured civilians.
After Farmaajo visited Medina Hospital on
Sunday morning to give blood and comfort
victims, hundreds more Somalis flocked to
hospitals to donate blood.
Relatives of missing people arrived at
hospitals Sunday desperate for news of loved
ones. Others wandered around the ruins of
buildings hit by the blast.
Many of the dead had not been identified,
with dozens burned beyond recognition.
"There's nothing I can say. We have lost
everything," a weeping Zainab Sharif told
The Associated Press. A mother of four who
lost her husband, she sat outside a hospital
where he was pronounced dead after hours
of efforts by doctors to save him from an
arterial injury. Among those killed were four
Somali Red Crescent Society volunteers,
according to the organization.
A freelance journalist was also killed,
according to Mohamed Moalimuu, secretary
general of the National Union of Somali
Journalists.
The U.S. has stepped up drone attacks on
al-Shabab's leaders in recent months but the
organization has proved resilient, nimble and
adaptable. It has lost territory and a string
of leaders but still retains the capacity to
mount regular attacks in the capital such as
Saturday's blast, often targeting hotels and

restaurants, particularly those popular with
government officials and journalists.
It also carries out daily assassinations
and drive-by shootings, often targeting
government employees.
Al-habab emerged in 2006 as an offshoot
of the Islamic Courts Union and managed
to gain control of much of the country,
including Mogadishu. In 2011 African Union
forces and Somali troops managed to drive
al-Shabab out of the capital, but the group
still retains territory, particularly in the south
of the country.
With Mogadishu hospitals overwhelmed,
the Turkish government sent a plane to
evacuate patients to Turkey for medical
treatment.
The blast was detonated near the Safari
Hotel entrance. One of al-Shabab's common
tactics is to attack hotels, blasting through
the main entrance with a vehicle bomb and
following up with attacks by gunmen going
from floor to floor, executing people.
Despite a blast wall, the hotel was
shattered into piles of rubble.
Aamin Ambulance, a free community
ambulance service, transported 250
injured people and 75 dead. "In our 10year experience as the first responder in
Mogadishu, we haven't seen anything like
this," the ambulance service tweeted, posting
photos of devastation from the scene.
The U.S. government condemned the

"cowardly" attack.
"We extend our deepest condolences to
the families of those who perished and wish
a speedy recovery to individuals injured
in the blasts. The United States lauds the
heroic response of the Somali security forces
and first responders and Somali citizens
who rushed to the aid of their brothers and
sisters," the U.S. mission to Somalia, based in
Kenya, said in a statement.
"Such cowardly attacks reinvigorate the
commitment of the United States to assist
our Somali and African Union partners to
combat the scourge of terrorism to promote
stability and prosperity for the Somali people
and their regional neighbors," the statement
said.
The United Nations special representative
on Somalia, Michael Keating, also expressed
disgust over the attack.
"I am shocked and appalled by the number
of lives that were lost in the bombings and
the scale of destruction they caused," he said.
"Our deepest condolences go to the families
and friends of the dead, and our thoughts are
with the injured and all those affected.
"The perpetrators struck a densely
populated neighborhood of Mogadishu. They
have killed an unprecedented number of
civilians. It is a revolting attack both in terms
of its intent and impact. All Somalis must
unite to condemn and repulse this kind of
violent extremism," Keating said.

Austria sets up possible
coalition with ‘nationalist
Freedom Party’ after election
Kurz to potentially be world’s youngest leader
By Boris Groendahl &
Jonathan Tirone
Bloomberg News

VIENNA – Austrian voters
gave conservative Sebastian
Kurz a mandate to form a new
government in an election on
Sunday, setting up a potential
coalition with the nationalist
Freedom Party, according to
projections based on partial
returns.
Kurz's People's Party took
as much as 31 percent of
the vote, with the Freedom
Party polling as much as
27.6 percent, according to
separate projections by two
polling groups. Both showed
Chancellor Christian Kern's
Social Democrats in third place

with about 26 percent.
Though absentee and mail
ballots have yet to be counted,
the projections suggest that
the anti-immigration Freedom
Party will return to government
in Austria for the first time
since 2005 and a decade of
Social Democratic rule will
end. That's after its candidate
almost won the country's
presidency, a mostly ceremonial
post, in a run-off vote last year.
After an electoral campaign
dominated by immigration and
fair access to social security,
Kurz, at 31, could become the
world's youngest leader with
Freedom's Heinz-Christian
Strache, 48, his likely vice
chancellor.

Austrian candidate Sebastian Kurz has a mandate to form a new government.

Photo: Tribune News Service
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10 at LSU charged in alleged Texas Tech student was searched
hazing that killed freshman before killing officer, police chief says
By Alexis Stevens

The Atlanta JournalConstitution

ATLANTA — The arrests
of 10 people associated
with a college fraternity for
an alleged hazing incident
that killed a freshman are
intended to send a tough
message: Louisiana State
University will not tolerate
the alcohol-fueled behavior.
But the arrests alone may
do little to end a campus
tradition that has killed at
least one American college
student a year since 1961,
experts said Wednesday.
“It’s unusual for such stiff
penalties to be placed. What
would be more unusual is if
the penalties are successful,”
said Hank Nuwer, an
associate journalism
professor at Franklin College
in Indiana, who has studied
hazing for four decades. “We
just saw that at Penn State.
It’s very hard for them to
stick.”
On Wednesday, eight
current and two former LSU
students were charged with
hazing following the Sept.
14 death of Max Gruver of
Roswell, Ga., the university
said. One student, Matthew
Alexander Naquin, was
also charged with negligent
homicide.
Gruver was the second
LSU student in 20 years to
die from excessive alcohol
at fraternity events. On Aug.
26, 1997, Benjamin Wynne,
20, died after an estimated
two dozen alcoholic drinks
to celebrate his acceptance
into a fraternity. No one was
arrested in connection with
Wynne’s death, which also
made national headlines.
Louisiana is one of 44
states with a hazing law,
according to Emily Pualwan,
executive director of Hazing
Prevention, a Georgia-based

nonprofit. And the laws
vary greatly from state to
state, she said. In Louisiana,
like many states, hazing is
a misdemeanor, meaning a
fine is a typical punishment
if convicted.
“Clearly it’s a problem
if you can’t even charge
someone,” Pualwan said. “It’s
hard to enforce it and send
a strong message that this
won’t be tolerated.”
In the LSU case, the
negligent homicide charge
is punishable by up to five
years in prison if convicted.
But hazing charges are hard
to prosecute because it’s
difficult to prove and, in
some cases, the victim is
blamed, experts said.
“It’s easy to say, ‘They
just should’ve walked away,’
“ Pualwan said. “But when
you’re in the moment and
you want to belong, it’s very
difficult to do.”
Gruver, 18, had an alcohol
level of 0.495 percent, more
than six times the legal limit
for drivers, at the time of his
death, the East Baton Rouge
Parish Coroner’s Office said
Wednesday. He died the
morning after a suspected
hazing incident at the Phi
Delta Theta fraternity house,
according to investigators.
“There’s no way he was
capable of making his own
decisions,” Nuwer said.
An autopsy determined
Gruver died from acute
alcohol intoxication with
aspiration, the Coroner’s
Office said. Preliminary tests
showed a highly elevated
alcohol level, and Gruver
also had THC, the chemical
found in marijuana, in his
urine.
LSU President F. King
Alexander suspended
all Greek activities after
Gruver’s death. The
fraternity’s national

headquarters also suspended
the LSU chapter. Gruver’s
family was informed of the
investigation findings and
charges.
“Today’s arrests
underscore that the
ramifications of hazing can
be devastating,” Alexander
said Wednesday in an
emailed statement. “Maxwell
Gruver’s family will mourn
his loss for the rest of their
lives, and several other
students are now facing
serious consequences all due
to a series of poor decisions.”
Gruver was a 2017
graduate of Blessed Trinity
High School in Roswell
and planned to study
journalism at LSU. He
loved sports and helped
coach younger children,
including his sister’s
basketball team, according
to his family. “Max was
very lovable. He cared a
lot about people,” Eugene
Gruver, Max’s grandfather,
told The Atlanta JournalConstitution the day after
his death. “He was bright,
he was intelligent. He was so
talented. He knew all about
sports.”
But what it will take to
end hazing rituals, which
involve alcohol a majority
of the time? It’s crucial
that education begin
before students step foot
on campus, Pualwan said.
As early as middle school,
students can be taught about
the dangers of peer pressure
and belonging to groups,
she said.
Nuwer said a “dry” Greek
system ultimately would
help, but it isn’t a popular
idea on campuses.
“This is a period where
fraternities are under
attack,” Nuwer said. “It’s
got to go dry. Alcohol and
hazing are synonymous.”

Texas Tech student says he did ‘something
illogical’ after fatally shooting campus cop
By Elizabeth Elizalde
New York Daily News

A Texas Tech University student
accused of killing a campus police officer
told authorities he had done “something
illogical” after the fatal shooting.
Hollis Daniels, 19, confessed to killing
Officer Floyd East Jr. and told investigators
that “he was the one that shot their friend”
Monday night, according to an arrest
affidavit.
Officers received information of a student
acting erratically and who reportedly had
a weapon. They then conducted a welfare
check in Daniels’ dorm room where
they found evidence of drugs and drug
paraphernalia, Texas Tech Police Chief Kyle
Bonath said at a news conference Tuesday.
East arrested Daniels on a drug charge
and booked him into the Texas Tech police

station.
Daniels wasn’t handcuffed, and East was
filling out paperwork. Another officer in the
room left and then heard a loud bang, the
affidavit states.
The other cop returned to find East with
a gunshot wound and noticed that his body
camera was gone but his service weapon was
still in his holster, authorities said.
The student fled the station, prompting a
lockdown of the school for almost an hour
Monday night. It was unknown why Daniels
wasn’t handcuffed or if he was searched
prior to his arrest.
Daniels was recaptured near the campus.
A .45-caliber pistol and a police body
camera were located nearby, the affidavit
says.
Daniels has been charged with capital
murder of a peace officer and is being held
in Lubbock County jail on $5 million bond.

By Claire Z. Cardona, Tom Steele
and Eline De Bruijn
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — The Texas Tech student accused
of killing a campus police officer this week was
searched when he was taken into custody but still
managed to have a gun on him, Lubbock Police
Chief Greg Stevens said Thursday.
The shooting Monday prompted a lockdown
that lasted for more than an hour as officials
searched for the gunman at the Lubbock school.
Hollis A. Daniels III was captured within two
hours and is charged with murder.
Lubbock police came in contact with Daniels
after a firearm was reported stolen from a
Lubbock home Sunday, Stevens said. The people
at the home said the suspect made a “very
specific threat,” Stevens said.
Police stopped a vehicle matching the
suspect’s, but the driver, Daniels, refused to let
them search the vehicle. Police said there was not
enough cause to search the vehicle and a drugsniffing dog was unavailable, Stevens said.
Acting on a report that a student had been
acting erratically and may have a weapon,
university police made a welfare check at the
student’s room earlier in the night and found
evidence of drugs and drug paraphernalia,
university Police Chief Kyle Bonath said.
Daniels showed up to the room and was taken
to the police station on the perimeter of campus
on a drug charge.
According to an arrest-warrant affidavit,
Daniels, who was not wearing handcuffs, was
standing near an officer in the department’s
briefing room while he completed paperwork for
Daniels’ arrest.
Another officer left the room and heard a
bang. When he came back in, he saw the officer,
identified Tuesday as Floyd East Jr., fatally shot
in the head. His service weapon was still in the
holster, but Daniels and the officer’s body camera
were gone.
“He was searched during his time in custody,
but unfortunately he was able to gain access to a
weapon,” Stevens said.
While law enforcement searched for Daniels,
the school’s counseling center called campus
police to report that his family had called to say
they were concerned he may have a weapon
and had been making comments about suicide,
Bonath said.

Daniels was captured near the Lubbock
Municipal Auditorium when a Texas Tech officer
tackled him, Lubbock police said. Police found
a loaded .45-caliber pistol and a police body
camera nearby.
Daniels told officers “that he was the one that
shot their friend,” the affidavit says.
During an interview later, Daniels said
he messed up and did “something illogical,”
according to the affidavit.
A Texas Tech spokesman confirmed to The
Associated Press on Wednesday that Daniels did
not use a police department gun in the shooting.
Daniels, of Seguin, was being held at the
Lubbock County Jail on a charge of capital
murder of a peace officer. His bail is set at $5
million.
Campus police had previously arrested
Daniels on drug charges on Sept. 23, 2016,
records show.
Gov. Greg Abbott extended his condolences
to the family of the officer killed in the shooting,
and said he has mobilized the Texas Department
of Public Safety to offer any assistance needed.
“As the Texas Tech campus deals with this
heartbreaking tragedy, Cecilia and I pray for the
continued safety of the students and the entire
community,” he said.
In a statement, Texas Tech President Lawrence
Schovanec thanked the campus and city police,
the Lubbock County Sheriff ’s Office and other
agencies for their help.
“Please join me in extending our prayers and
heartfelt condolences to the family of one of
our Texas Tech police officers who was mortally
wounded Monday evening,” he said. “I know that
the Texas Tech community will respond with
support for the family and one another.”
In another statement, Schovanec said the
university will examine policies and procedures
of the police department.
“In light of the tragic loss of life that we have
experienced, it is appropriate that we conduct
a post-event review process that will include a
thorough review of our policies and practices to
enhance the safety and security of our students,
our police and the entire campus community.”
East, the slain officer, had previously served
as a guard at the university’s El Paso office
beginning in December 2014 until he was hired
as a Texas Tech police officer in Lubbock on May
1, 2017, university police Chief Bonath said.
He leaves behind a wife and two daughters.

edinboro.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 117 | Issue 7 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Section B n Page 8

Amazon owner Jeff Bezos describes the rapid growth of the company as the result of a ‘distinctive organizational culture’ built around core values.
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Amazonʼs ever-expanding online empire
By Evan Ramstad
Star Tribune

How can Amazon, or any company, fill a
second headquarters with 50,000 people?
“Let me show you,” said Thomas Paulson,
a Minneapolis investment analyst who has
followed Amazon for 17 years, as he pulled up
a staffing chart on his iPad. “Their success has
surprised even them.”
Beneath the hype of Amazon’s search for a
second headquarters are numbers that defy
gravity and a business strategy that investors
wouldn’t tolerate from most companies.
Seattle-based Amazon has expanded from
a base as the world’s largest online retailer
to become a major competitor in several
other industries. Its web services business is
the largest provider of data warehouses for
corporate America. Its logistics unit is building
out airfreight, trucking and shipping lines. And
its media business is now one of Hollywood’s
biggest producers.
All four businesses have reached a size
that make Amazon the fastest-growing large
company in the United States at the moment,
and perhaps ever.
It’s leaping from $100 billion to $200
billion in annual sales faster than all but one
of the handful of U.S. companies that have
accomplished that. Exxon crossed $200 billion
instantly when it bought Mobil in 1998.
Amazon is mostly growing organically and
could hit $200 billion next year, just three years
after reaching $100 billion. Apple did it in five

years, Walmart six and Berkshire Hathaway
seven. UnitedHealth Group is on the verge of
doing it in six years.
In the process, Amazon is gobbling up
people like a maw, adding a net 111,000 to its
worldwide staff last year. That’s nearly as many
people as it employed in 2013. Amazon started
this year with 341,000 people and was expected
to add 136,000, not counting the 87,000 who
joined in its acquisition of Whole Foods or the
120,000 holiday-season temps.
For Paulson, who started his own investment
firm, Inflection Capital Management, this
year after two decades working for Alliance
Capital and Cornerstone Capital Management,
Amazon’s ability to keep hiring at a fast rate is
so important that he checks on the company’s
top human relations executive, Beth Galetti,
every time he visits the Seattle headquarters.
“I want to make sure she’s liking her job and
succeeding in her job,” Paulson said. “These
are really big (hiring) numbers when you go
forward.”
Last month, Amazon announced that it
envisions spending $5 billion on a second
corporate home that may someday employ
40,000 to 50,000 people. It gave political and
development leaders in U.S. and Canadian
cities six weeks, until Thursday, to prepare real
estate and incentive proposals.
Amazon turned from a fast-growing
company to an ultrafast-growing one in 2011,
a year when it accelerated the construction of
giant distribution centers for its retail business,
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With Firefox Quantum, Mozilla hopes to convert die-hard Chrome users.

Mozilla stakes claim against
Google with new browser
By Austin Oakes

Contributing Writer
For quite some time now, Google has held
its spot ahead of all the other web browser
companies. No company has been able to
come anywhere close to accomplishing what
Google has with its Chrome browser. Within
the next month, there’s a good chance the
tables will turn. Mozilla has been developing
a newer browser to challenge its fellow
competitors.
Firefox Quantum is a more updated
version of its predecessor. Quantum has
been designed to take advantage of the
computer’s hardware, meaning that it will be
able to work a lot faster and more efficiently.
The browser also utilizes a programming
language called Rust. Rust is known for
speed, as well as maintaining safety for the
system. For all the “techy” people out there,
it could possibly be a more reliable language
than C/C++.
Mozilla dropped a pre-release version of
Quantum to receive feedback on how they
can improve it for its final release. Over the
past week, I have personally begun to dig
into what the browser has to offer. I have
been a long-time user of Google Chrome,
and I can say I feel swayed in just the short
time I’ve used Quantum due to the decrease
in load time.
Quantum provides an extremely quick
load time from one page to another. After
witnessing how much faster it is, I had a hard
time returning to Chrome. It just feels clunky
and slow. However, my opinion can be easily
dismissed because the speeds differentiate
between the two by a matter of seconds.

Quantum may be faster than Chrome, but it
certainly isn’t by much.
Mozilla claims that the new browser will
use 30 percent less RAM space compared to
Chrome. While this may increase the speed
of the browser, it also means it will be less
stressful on your computer when it’s running.
Even though it may not seem like a lot, it’s
still a major improvement.
Among minor changes, the Firefox icon
has received an updated, smoother look. A
new design layout for the browser has been
implemented as well. This new look provides
a more organized and modern feel. The
homepage will also include recommended
pages instead of just a search bar.
Everything that Mozilla has shown off with
Firefox Quantum is a huge game changer for
the company. It is important to keep in mind
that the currently released browser is still
only a pre-release version. Any bugs that can
be found within the new Firefox will surely
be fixed by the release day, or at least shortly
after.
Right now, Mozilla holds roughly 6 percent
of browser users while Google is in the lead
with over 50 percent. With the new changes
that have been incorporated into Firefox
Quantum, Google will have to start stepping
it up if they hope to keep their user base at
its current numbers.
Firefox Quantum is set to release on Nov.
14. Meanwhile, the pre-release version is
available to the public as a free download on
the Mozilla website.
Austin Oakes can be reached at edinboro.
spectator@gmail.com.

and its web services business also hit the gas.
Its staffing grew 67 percent that year, the fastest
since its earliest years when the base was small.
From 2012 through last year, it averaged 44
percent annual growth to its head count, a
staggering pace usually seen in much smaller
or younger companies.
Amazon declined to comment for this story.
In a letter to shareholders early last year, Chief
Executive Jeff Bezos ascribed the rapid growth
as the payoff from a “distinctive organizational
culture” built around a few principles. “I’m
talking about customer obsession rather than
competitor obsession, eagerness to invent and
pioneer, willingness to fail, the patience to
think long-term, and the taking of professional
pride in operational excellence,” he wrote.
Bezos, a former hedge fund investor, started
Amazon in 1995 as a way into the then-nascent
world of internet retailing. He first offered
books from a small warehouse near the Seattle
Kingdome, added music and videos a few years
later and rolled into other categories to become
an “everything store.”
Bezos encourages risk and tolerates failure
at a level beyond what’s seen in most large
companies. “Outsized returns often come from
betting against conventional wisdom, and
conventional wisdom is usually right,” he wrote
to shareholders last year. “Given a 10 percent
chance of a 100 times payoff, you should take
that bet every time.”
In 1998, Bezos took the critical step to
make such risk-taking possible by telling

shareholders that Amazon would focus on
long-term growth more than short-term
profits. He’s repeated that idea every year since
and investors have gone along, accepting small
profits and occasional losses from Amazon
even now, 20 years after the company went
public. Its stock price, which started at $1.50 in
1997, closed above $1,000 Tuesday.
“Amazon’s stock keeps getting bid up despite
the fact they run at break-even,” said Scott
Galloway, a New York University marketing
professor and author of the new book “The
Four,” which explores the high-level strategies
of Amazon, Apple, Facebook and Google.
“They have reshaped the compact between
investors and companies.”
Nearly all other U.S. companies are under
pressure to hit quarterly profit targets or deliver
dividends while Amazon reinvests nearly
everything it makes into future businesses. “If
you said to Best Buy or General Mills, we’re
going to give you access to the debt and equity
markets so you can raise almost an infinite
amount of capital, and their boards said all
they needed to do with that capital is break
even, those companies could be remarkably
innovative,” Galloway said. “They’re not given
that luxury.”
Amazon is now spending heaviest to
build its shipping infrastructure and to make
shopping even less of a hassle for consumers.
One example: Amazon’s voice-activated Echo
devices shorten ordering time and give the
company deeper insight into buying patterns.

