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Hostility, hospitality and the Trump Administration;
newest installment of the Social Equity Lecture Series
By Hannah McDonald
News Editor

Hospitality is not just what one seeks at a hotel or in a friend’s
home, but also a matter of ethics and human rights when applied
to immigration, argued Dr. Andrew Smith during the latest
installment of Edinboro University’s Social Equity Lecture Series.
Smith — a professor of communications and the head of that
department’s graduate program — elaborated on current events in a
lecture titled, “Discourse Ethics and politics of exclusion; displaced
persons, statelessness and the rise of authoritarianism.”
Setting the tone and laying the groundwork for his lecture,
Smith presented quotes from Seyla Benhabib, a Turkish-SephardicAmerican philosopher, and Nikhil Singh, an author and associate
professor of social and cultural analysis at New York University.
The quotes, published in 2004 and 2006, explained Smith, are
“still highly relevant today but unfortunately little has been done…
and the problem is accelerating now under the current president.”

The exemption of the U.S. president
and his proxies from International
and Congress-made law governing
war crimes, such as torture, is less an
expression of specifically functional
rationality than a symbolic act aiming
to expand the zone where power
operates without rights. The corollary
of which is the constitution of new
subjects without rights.

— Nikhil Singh
‘The Afterlife of Fascism’

Smith then went on to lay out the problem and illustrate how
people — predominantly immigrants, Latinos and Latinas — are
being treated. Here, he looked to cement his point that the actions
taken against those people are proof that our current presidential
administration is headed towards an authoritarian regime.
Through a Freedom of Information Act from Immigrations and
Customs Enforcement (ICE), Smith explained it can be made clear
that the U.S. maintains the largest immigration detention system in
the world. Over 360,000 immigrants were detained in 2016.
“Some detention facilities have no outdoor facilities…verbal,
physical and sexual abuse are regularly reported,” he said of the
conditions that people are subjected to.
Not only are these conditions faced by “illegal aliens” in the

Photo: Tribune News Service
Syed Ahmed Jamal is surrounded by family after his release from jail following a federal judge’s order, pending the outcome of his
deportation case on March 20. Jamal has lived in the United States for more than 30 years. According to The Washington Post, ‘Jamal
was on a temporary work permit, teaching chemistry as an adjunct professor at Park University in Kansas City.’
country, they are also a reality for the thousands of American
citizens, mostly Latino, who were detained or deported since 2012,
Smith explained.
ICE apprehensions within the U.S. are at historic highs, while
apprehensions at the southern border crossing are at record lows,
Smith said.
Meanwhile, a 2005 report by the United Nations Global
Commission on International Migration stated that a person
cannot be illegal. This, along with “illegal alien,” “irregular,” or
a number of other terms, are simply partisan phrases used to
perpetrate private agendas, Smith said. “The language chosen is
significant,” he continued.
“What even is an illegal alien?” Smith mused to the crowd,
pulling up a picture of a green Martian-like figure superimposed
onto Donald Trump’s face and then another one of a similar alienlike character in a traditional Mexican hat.
“What in the imagination of our leaders — the Trump
administration — what’s their image of an ‘illegal alien’ and how
they promote that image of an ‘illegal alien?’” Smith asked. “It’s
Hispanic, right? It’s Latino. It’s coming across with drugs. It’s coming
across with tacos. This is their image.”
He continued: “But here are the real images. These are the real

people that are coming across in droves, across the southwest
border, being packed into gymnasiums, facing uncertainty, living in
makeshift facilities of various kinds.”
Smith believes that the choice of language, in addition to laws
not enacted in numerous states punishing those who help ‘illegals,’
has created an environment with a near total lack of hospitality in
America.

Even in one of the most developed
rights regimes of our world, refugees
and asylum seekers still find themselves
in quasi-criminal status.

— Seyla Benhabib
‘The Rights of Others’

In what seems to be a dire situation — with
hundreds of thousands of families being
broken up, individuals being detained and
deported, homes being destroyed, and our
very own country rapidly hurdling towards
an authoritarian regime while the private
prison population rises — what can be done,
Smith asked.
“What is possible?” he followed with.
“Certainly many of the civil society
organizations I’ve mentioned in this talk are
working hard on behalf of immigrants in
ways and venues too numerous to mention.
There’s just hundreds of them, thankfully,
that are hard at work, trying to find, advocate
for and represent those who have been
detained.”
But one step further, building on the ideas
of Benhibib and Walter McKnowlo of Duke
University, said Smith, to create a type of
global citizenship.
“These people seek to escape and avoid
violence, achieve dignity and respect, make
a contribution to society, obtain legitimacy
and recognition. [This is] rather than being
detained, dehumanized and capitalized
upon,” Smith said. “ I’m referring to kind of a
super ordinate legal status of global reach that
transcends the actual or declared sovereignty
of any political power that practices the
politics of exclusion.”
Hannah McDonald
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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The Arts
Senior Talent on
display at ‘Boro
Edinboro University
students present
their senior show in
Doucette Hall, A4.
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More than an assignment:
Students help Edinboro alum

Edinboro alumnus and AT&T
executive chosen to speak at
2018 Commencement in May
By Hannah McDonald
News Editor

Photo: Nathan Hirth

Team members (left to right) Taylor Allison, Emily Barber, Katie Henry, Jordyn Hewel,
Rozlynn Jones and Devva Saunders worked on Project O for Dr. Melissa Gibson’s class.

By Nathan Hirth
Staff Writer

One thing all college students have in
common, a familiarity with assignments.
Some are instructive, and some are busy
work, and sometimes it’s the students who
decide which it will be for themselves. And
then there are the times when students and
professors combine their efforts to make an
assignment more than a lesson.
It could be said that this is what happened
in Dr. Melissa Gibson’s event planning class.
The assignment was for each of the groups in
the class to plan an event. Simple enough, but
Gibson asked the groups if any of them would
be willing to help an Edinboro alum whose
family has been going through a challenging
time.
“The student teams were allowed to pick
any nonprofit client that they wanted to
work with to create a fundraiser for,” Gibson
explained. “I told the class that we had an
alum. Her name is Megan Grochulski.”
Grochulski’s 1-year-old son, Owen, has
Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis (LCH). It’s
a curable disease, but treatment for it is
extensive and can be expensive.
“Owen has been battling cancer. He’s had
chemotherapy treatments. They have been
taking him back and forth to Pittsburgh,”
Gibson explained. “There are a lot of costs
associated with that. And I mentioned to the
event planning team that if someone wanted
to use Owen as their client, that would be a
really nice way to support an Edinboro alum,”
Gibson continued.
One of the groups agreed with her
and reached out to Grochulski to ask her
permission, which she gave. The group is
made up of Taylor Allison, Devva Saunders,
Rozlynn Jones, Jordan Hewel, Emily Barber,
and Katie Henry.
One of them, Jones, already knew
Grochulski and wanted to do this for her.
“I personally know Megan,” Jones
explained. “She’s the one who got me my
internship at [the] Muscular Dystrophy
Association. So, I wanted to do it and I told

my team about it.”
The event they put together involves a
volleyball tournament and a raffle, along with
food and snacks. However, they only had
$100 to spend for the event, so they had to be
careful in their planning.
“We were trying to find places that were
basically free of cost. So, that’s why we are
having it on campus,” Barber explained.
“And then we are renting things from like rec
sports.”
For the raffle they reached out to local
businesses to gain their support and
donations for the giveaway. Jones described
the response they received as positive.
“We’re trying to really get the community
involved,” Saunders explained. “It’s been fun
trying to talk to our friends about getting
involved.”
The experience has taught them about
more than just event planning.
“It definitely opened my eyes…you really
never know what someone’s going through,”
Jones said. “We can be there as a team and try
to raise awareness.”
Their efforts have earned them the
appreciation of those they’re helping.
“We are so grateful for those putting
together this fundraiser for our son Owen
and want to thank everyone involved,”
Grochulski said. “He has a long road ahead
of him and it is such a great feeling to have so
many people wanting to help and praying for
Owen.”
“My husband and I are both Edinboro
University alumni,” she continued. “And
it’s so great to see the Edinboro community
come together and support our family.”
The event will be held on April 20, from
5 p.m. to 8 p.m., outside of the McComb
Fieldhouse and inside the Pogue Student
Center gym.
The event has a Facebook page called
“Project O” for anyone looking for more
information, or wanting to get in contact with
the group planning the event.
Nathan Hirth
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

During May 2018’s commencement ceremony,
Edinboro University alumnus Xavier Williams
(’89) will speak, addressing the crowd and the
newest batch of soon-to-be alumni.
Williams earned his bachelor’s degree from
Edinboro in business administration with a
minor in mathematics. Williams has served
as president of AT&T’s business operations
and currently works as the president of the
public sector and wholesale solutions for the
corporation.
“In his current role as president, Williams has
end-to-end responsibility for AT&T government
clients at the federal, state and local levels, as well
as education customers and wholesale customers
globally,” a press release from Edinboro University
said.
In addition to other numerous awards
Williams has received throughout his career —
including Edinboro University’s Distinguished

Alumni Award and a spot on Savor’s Top 100
Most Influential Blacks in corporate America —
Williams will receive an honorary doctorate when
he returns for commencement on May 12.
“He demonstrates exceptional character
through his philanthropy and service to others,”
Marilyn Goellner, Edinboro’s vice president for
advancement said of Williams in EU’s press
release. “Xavier and (his wife) Tina Williams
share common values with Edinboro University,
and their generosity has been instrumental in
bringing gifted young minds to campus who have
the opportunity to learn from talented mentors.”
Williams said in an interview with EU
communications: “I fully credit my time and
experiences at Edinboro for many of my personal
and professional achievements thus far in life.
To be recognized by the ‘Boro, I’m humbled,
speechless and honestly have emotions that I
cannot adequately articulate.”
Hannah McDonald
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Contributed Photo

Xavier Williams will deliver the keynote address at Edinboro University’s
spring commencement on May 12 and receive an Honorary Doctorate.

Community-based concerns heard
at April borough council meeting
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

The April 9 meeting of the Home Rule
Borough of Edinboro was presided over by
Mayor Aaron Gast, and included Deputy
Mayor James Kiley, Borough Manager Kevin
Opple, council members Mary Ann Horne,
Patricia Davis, Nathan Latimer, Alyssa
Dobson and Fred Langill, as well as Finance
Director Jason Spangenberg and Solicitor
Tim Wachter.
Casey Ponsoll was the first community
member to speak, arguing against the
decision that required him to remove custom
“For Rent” signs from various Edinboro
properties. Ponsoll argued that some of the
signs had been standing for 15 years and
expressed the futility of replacing them with
the orange and black rental signs that can
be found at standard hardware stores. He
urged the council to revisit the signage codes
and amend them as necessary so Edinboro
landlords can advertise as they please.
Debbie McKelroy was next, asking for a
replacement speed limit sign to be installed
on Maple Drive as the previous one did not
survive the winter. She also recommended
that crosswalks all over Edinboro be
properly repainted, “so it wouldn’t be a
free-for-all across town.” The council said a
painting schedule will be released when the
temperature is a steady 50 degrees or higher.
Murray Steinberg stood to speak after
McKelroy, requesting a schedule for the
water line construction that is due on Davis
Drive. Worried the construction would
block driveways and create problems for the

neighborhood, Steinberg was responded to
by Gast, who said the contractors have been
courteous with homeowners as they work
their way down Route 99 towards Davis
Drive and Raspberry Lane.
Opple then announced a meeting on
April 18 for homeowners applying for a
2018 Façade Improvement Grant from the
township, an award that goes into making
their storefronts more attractive. To be
considered, business owners need to provide
the borough with a completed application
and quote from a contractor for the desired
updates. The application can be found online
at edinboro.net.
Borofest 2018, taking place April 26, was
mentioned by Opple, who said he met with
the EUP students planning the cornhole,
wing contest and other scheduled events. The
borough manager expressed some frustration
about miscommunications with the students
but said, “I think we’re moving forward.”
Edinboro will be closing the street behind
John’s Wildwood Pizzeria for the festival, as
well as providing Port-A-Johns. Langill took
a moment after Opple’s review to commend
the newly instated borough manager for
becoming “so well acquainted with the
borough” in such a short time.
After approval of the annual 3-on-3
basketball tournament from June 11 to
28, along with construction plans for a
subdivision on Willow Street, the meeting
was adjourned at 6:58 p.m.
Zeila Hobson
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Baumgartner leaving athletic
director role, moving into
university advancement
Soboleski
discrimination suit
moving to mediation
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor

Graphic: Sam Smith

Edinboro welcomes spring
and new community festival
By Nathan Hirth
Staff Writer

The semester is drawing to a close and spring
has arrived, for the most part at least. What better
way to send off the semester and welcome the
return of sunshine to Edinboro than by having a
festival.
Boro Fest, as it has been named, was planned
as a way to bring some excitement to the spring
semester. Dr. Timothy Thompson, the main
organizer behind the event, said the idea was
first broached during the Highland Games in the
fall during a conversation he had with former
university president Fred Walker.
“You know, we have events in the fall like the
Highland Games and homecoming and other
things,” Thompson recalled. “We have nothing
big in the spring.”
However, it wasn’t until February that solid
plans began to be made and Thompson started
pulling it together. It didn’t take long to get people
on board and make it a collaborative event for
both Edinboro University and the borough.
“I contacted the Borough Manager Kevin
Opple. [We] sat down with him and the borough
finance director, Jason,” Thompson explained.
“We talked about it and they said, ‘yeah, let’s do
it.’”
Taking place on April 26, from 5 to 9 p.m.,
Boro Fest will primarily be located in downtown
Edinboro in the lot adjacent to John’s Wildwood
Pizzeria, with some events taking place on the
campus.
Boro Fest will include music performed by

the General McLane jazz band, either on a stage
or in a tent, depending on the weather. They
will be accompanied by an Edinboro University
jazz band and choir concert inside of Cole
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.
Some of the student art groups will be there to
exhibit and sell their work.
“Clay club, jewelry club, wood club, and
possibly some others are going to be there,”
Thompson explained. “And some will be doing
live demonstrations of how they do things.”
Groups from Dr. Melissa Gibson’s event
planning class will also be taking part in
the festival by putting on different activities.
These include a cornhole tournament, a
3-on-3 basketball tournament, a wing tasting
competition, and a carnival.
Thompson also mentioned another contest:
disc golf.
“We’re redesigning the disc golf course on
campus…so, we’re hoping to advertise that,” he
explained. “We’re going to have a little disc golf
putting contest.”
Beyond the wing tasting competition, food
and refreshments at Boro Fest will be available
from the Chameleon Food Trailer and from
downtown establishments. There will also be
beer for sale.
“Originally, we conceived it as beer, music,
art,” Thompson described. “So, that’s pretty much
what it is.”

Bruce Baumgartner, Edinboro University
athletic director since 1998, is leaving the
role, effective at the conclusion of the spring
semester. The announcement was made by the
university on Wednesday.
Baumgartner is shifting to assistant vice
president for university advancement.
“I have been part of the Edinboro
University community for more than 30
years,” Baumgartner stated in the release. “It
has been an honor to lead Edinboro’s athletics
program and to support our student-athletes.
I look forward to serving the university in
this new capacity, which will enable the new
athletic director to focus on matters other than
fundraising.”
The move comes amid Edinboro University
volleyball coach Melissa Soboleski’s civil lawsuit
claiming gender discrimination, retaliation
and unequal pay, which will now be sent to a
mediator instead of settled in court. Patricia L.
Dodge was assigned to the case by Magistrate
Judge Lisa Pupo Lenihan on March 21.
The lawsuit, which Soboleski initially filed on
Jan. 25, has named Baumgartner, the university
and the Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education (PASSHE) as defendants. It was
filed after Soboleski felt she was not receiving
adequate compensation as compared to her
male counterparts in “tier-1 sports” (women’s
basketball, men’s basketball and wrestling).
She additionally claimed Baumgartner has

retaliated against her since filing the suit.
A section in the lawsuit court documents
labeled, “facts pertaining to unlawful retaliatory
conduct directed toward plaintiff,” claims that
after filing a social equity complaint on April
8, 2016, “Baumgartner began approaching
plaintiff (Soboleski) in a threatening manner
with the intent of intimidating her, referring to
the social equity complaint as ‘very interesting’
and ‘full of inaccuracies.’”
The lawsuit claims Baumgartner “continued
and increased his pattern of retaliation” against
Soboleski in issues such as recruitment,
passes for home athletic events, and an Aug.
8, 2017 internal complaint against Soboleski
“for a purported misuse of funds,” filed by
Baumgartner’s secretary. Soboleski “ultimately
was cleared of any wrongdoing; nonetheless,
her colleagues within the athletic department
continue to ostracize her as a result of the
accusations,” claims the lawsuit.
The lawsuit was filed Jan. 25 and
Baumgartner was added as a defendant on
Feb. 22. The amended complaint claimed
that Baumgartner subjected Soboleski to
“the deprivation of her rights, privileges,
or immunities secured by the United States
Constitution by denying her equal protection
of the law on the basis of her sex (female) in
contravention of the Fourteenth Amendment.”
The university did not relate the move to the
lawsuit in their release.
Katherine Robbins, assistant professor and
assistant chairperson of Edinboro’s department
of counseling, school psychology and special
education, will serve as interim athletic director,
beginning May 14.
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Nathan Hirth
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Social Work Club brings in trauma
informed speaker as guest
By Colleen Michaels
Contributing Writer

On Monday evening in the Pogue Theatre,
students gathered to listen to a motivational
speech given by a survivor of child sexual abuse.
The speaker asked to simply be addressed as,
“Mike, a survivor.” His story was one of hardship
and overcoming an assortment of adversity.
Mike grew up in the Bronx in New York City
and faced six years of sexual abuse and rape by
a neighbor. This abuse led him to drug use and
multiple jail stays until he was finally able to get
into rehab. In his speech, he said, “I thrived in the
chaos of jail because of what happened to me; I
didn’t know any different.”
His story was filled with descriptions of prison
life and a tribute to the one person who saw him
through his multiple rehab stays. “When my
sponsor decided she was going to love me despite
how much I hated myself, I finally felt like maybe,
just maybe, I was worth it,” Mike said.
His speech went on to talk about his success
as a motivational speaker and how his abuse
led him to advocate for other children who are
abused. He and a team of fellow advocates from
the Cleveland area have made over 400 known
rescues of children being abused. Mike also
published a coloring book titled “Listen While I
Color,” which includes pages where children have
the opportunity to stop coloring and tell an adult
about any abuse they have been experiencing.
Mike was brought to campus by The Social

Work Club. President of the club Renee Marshall
met Mike at a presentation he gave in the
summer of 2016 at the Eastlake PAL Community
Center in Eastlake, Ohio.
When asked what inspired her to bring this
particular speaker, Marshall said: “Mike was
speaking about his story and empowering those
who were affected by the heroin drug epidemic
[when I saw him]. He included his story about
sexual abuse and being a survivor as well, so I
thought he could inspire some students here as
well.”
Mike even added humor to a dark subject,
cracking jokes throughout.
“Eventually I learned I was allergic to cocaine,”
he said. “Every time I shot dope, I broke out in
handcuffs.”
The moral of his speech was never to let
child abuse go undetected if you can help it. He
preached adamantly about asking the children
around you questions about abuse and not being
afraid to report suspicions.
Mike ended his speech by saying: “If
you can save even one child’s life by asking
questions, don’t ever be afraid to. You need to
be an advocate for those who can’t advocate for
themselves.” Mike also added links for both the
Rape, Incest, and Abuse Network (rainn.org), and
the welfare of children (childwelfare.gov) into his
presentation.
Colleen Michaels
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Photo: Matt Durisko | EU Sports Information

Melissa Soboleski’s discrimination suit has been moved to a mediator. The university, PASSHE
and athletic director Bruce Baumgartner were named in the suit. Baumgartner will be moved
out of athletics at end of semester to university advancement.

EDINBORO UNIVERSITY

CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent: 3/4 Bdr.
All utilities included
(814) 823-5411

edinborolakesiderental.com

HELP WANTED
Culbertson Hills Golf Resort
Bartender, wait staff, concessions
Call Bob @ (814) 450-9338

For Rent: 2018-2019 Student Rental on Lakeside
4 Bedroom 1.5 Bathroom with off-street parking. Furnished.
Includes Washer and Dryer. Central A/C. Rent + Utilities.
(814) 450-6961

April 6: An individual reported her clothing stolen from a dryer in the Highlands 5 laundry
room on April 5 at approximately 10 p.m.
April 8: An individual was observed shining a laser pointer out of his room window in
Highlands 1 at approximately 2 a.m. The incident was referred to judicial affairs.
April 12: An individual reported her credit card stolen from her room in Earp Hall on March
27.

Classified advertisements are available at the following rates:
Student rate: 25 cents per word
Non-student rate: 35 cents per word
(814) 732-2459 || adverts.spectator@gmail.com
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ʻAre We There Yet?ʼ graphic design awards exhibits senior talent
By Rick Chernicky
Staff Writer

Edinboro University seniors showcased their
projects in the 10th annual Senior Graphic
and Interactive Design Exhibition Awards
Reception on April 11. The ceremony was held
on the second floor of Doucette Hall where
guest juror Mitch Goldstein, an art and design
professor at RIT, congratulated the artists on
their work.
Platforms raised above the floor held original
pieces aiming to demonstrate the relevance for
graphic design through marketing techniques
used in the workforce. Smiles ran high as
the table of snacks and refreshments began
to dwindle, while the arena of art resembled
the atmosphere of a one-time-sale at an
independently owned boutique.
As observers circled their way around the
second floor, Goldstein invited students,
parents and friends to gather around the work
submitted by the seniors. He then proceeded
to award the recipients as they walked to the
professor and thanked him for the honorary
mention. As the show came to an end,
Goldstein excitedly congratulated everyone
once more.
“So again everybody, there was nothing
bad here. The work was really good. You guys
should feel really good about yourselves. If I
was hiring, I would hire you all, but we have
a very small studio,” said Goldstein as people
giggled.
“This has definitely been a super crazy last
week,” said Quinn Thompson, a senior at
Edinboro.
“Our professor was out sick so Kevin Motko
took the lead on the senior design show, and
he basically designed the event and the posters
for the event. He came up with the idea to
paint the walls [which reflects] the whole idea
that 10,000 hours are needed to be a master of
anything.”
This rule was coined by Malcolm Gladwell, a
journalist for The New Yorker, and his principle
holds that 10,000 hours of “deliberate practice”
is essential to becoming an expert in any field.

When asked how many hours the senior put
into his profession, Thompson said, “I honestly
couldn’t put a number to it, but I know that this
semester has been the most filled, time-wise.”
After the ceremony, Mitch Goldstein held
a lecture in room 119 of Doucette where he
discussed ideas of unpredictability and the
importance of generating art without a plan.
“I think it’s really important to acknowledge
that you are not in a vacuum; none of you
are in a vacuum. You live in the world and
everything you do, and everything you eat, and
everything you go to, and everything you read
influences your work,” explained Goldstein.
As he discussed the systems and frameworks
aspect of his PowerPoint in the darkness
of room 119, he emphasized how he was
interested in letting his work emerge out of
the process of not knowing what it is before it’s
done.
“Physical stuff makes our work very
personal,” said Goldstein, while providing
examples of his work that incorporated
construction paper and strategic lighting.
Some of the examples provided dealt with
magazine and book covers, along with how
graphic design correlated to storytelling. In
one example, Goldstein led students through
the process in which he helped create the
cover of a book called “The Woman Who Read
Too Much.” During his example, students
were able to gain a better understanding of
unpredictability and how it benefited their
profession.
After his presentation, Goldstein addressed
everyone with some final words of wisdom,
while noting the significance of just “starting at
the start.”
“I think it’s so obvious that you don’t even
think about it...so much graphic design starts at
the end. Sometimes you think, ‘Oh my God, is
that font going to be Futura? No. No we’re not
there yet. Let’s start at the beginning.’ All of our
work starts at the start and that is kind of why
the work gets to where it is.”
Rick Chernicky
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Photo: Rick Chernicky

Quinn Thompson holds his world leader inspired package design for Warheads.

People gather around the different displays in Doucette Hall.

Photo: Rick Chernicky

Art student spotlight: Courtney Powell
By Livia Homerski
Arts Editor

Senior art student Courtney Powell has
always found joy in working with jewelry, even
starting her own jewelry
business with a few friends
at the age of 7. Her desire
to create ultimately led her
to pursue a Bachelor of Arts
with a concentration in metals
at Edinboro University.
Powell has not always been so
steadfast on her path to be an artist.
There was a period of time in high
school where she decided to focus
her efforts on other career paths, such as being
a veterinarian or a biologist. However, she kept
making jewelry in her free time, and her first
breakthrough came in the form of an intricate
necklace she made in high school.
“When I was in the 10th grade, I made a
necklace of beaded bezels. Each bezel probably
took me an hour to make, and when you
wrapped [it] around your neck, it went the
whole way down your back. That was the one
piece where I went, ‘Yep! That’s what I want to
do!’”
Despite this “aha moment,” Powell continued
to study for a possible career in biology. The
pressure began to settle in, and during her
junior year in high school, she abandoned this
idea and returned to art. However, not all was
lost in this period, as it provided inspiration for

Powell’s later projects.
Powell’s inspirations include microorganisms and seed-pods.
“We used to venture to the lakes and
bring back organisms to look at under the
microscopes. When I started school here, I
kept doing work that reminded me of that. I
started my new body of work and decided to
continue to use them as inspiration for when I
was making my ‘creatures,’ because they’re so
durable. They’ve survived ice ages and fires. I’m
making work about my family, so I want them
to be able to withstand anything.”
Her favorite seed pod is the “Love-in-a-Mist”
from the Mediterranean region. She added: “I
don’t really have a favorite micro-organism.
I normally get my shapes or ideas of how my
creatures might move [from there].”
For many artists, when they create, they get
into a zen-like head space where their motions
become rhythmic and nearly second-nature.
When Powell creates her work, she gets into
this zone by focusing on the smallest details
and finding comfort in the repetitive motions.
She explained: “A lot of my work is tedious
and has a lot of parts. It’s meditative — maybe
therapeutic almost? It’s just very enjoyable.”
Powell’s post-graduation plans include
opening a studio from her grandmother’s
basement in Wexford. She is working towards
a goal of eventually owning her own business,
but would also like to continue building a
strong body of work to display in galleries and
similar spaces.
“Seeing both sides of business and art, art
allows you to be hands-on and personal with
your work. It’s a more personal way of life. In a
different sense, it keeps your head moving and
thinking and always wanting to explore more.”
Livia Homerski
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Powell’s seedpod-inspired sculpture, ‘Gatekeeper.’

Photos: Courtney Powell
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King Tuff
“The Other”

Princess Nokia
“A Girl Cried Red”

“The Other” is a varied and scattered record that fails to fully shine where it
should — bogged down by disappointing tracks and a lack of clarity across.

Frasqueri stays true to herself and her artistic vision, and although this is a
very niche mixtape with generic lyrics, it is something to be acknowledged
in the emo-trap genre.

Standout tracks: “No Man’s Land”
& “Raindrop Blue.”

Rapper Kosha Dillz performs
at Pogue Student Center
By Livia Homerski
Art Editor

Jewish-American rapper Kosha Dillz brought his funky rhymes and freestyling to the
theater in Pogue Student Center on April 11.
Although Dillz is certainly not alone as a rapper of the Jewish faith, as peers such as
Drake and Mac Miller join him, he stands openly with his beliefs and is not shy about
incorporating it into his music. Rather than rap solely about religion, though, Dillz
includes one-liners and flows incorporating these themes
“No one really told me to start representing my heritage in my music or anything.
I just did it. I came from battle rap, so ‘Kosha Dillz’ was just kind of, ‘F*** you, I’m
Jewish’ and a lot of my stuff was really aggressive because that was the battle scene,” he
said.
Some of Dillz’s influences include rappers such as The Notorious B.I.G., Nas,
Sandman, and The Cook Kids, as well as punk and metal groups such as Green Day and
Metallica. When asked what drew him to writing rap music, he explained, “I was gonna
get a bass guitar — but I was too cheap.”
The first song he played was called “Everything is Kosha,” words which also served as
the song’s hook. He requested that the audience repeat the hook back when he pointed
at them; that kind of audience participation kept a lot of the momentum going.
“Do any of you have really crazy neighbors or people who live upstairs? If so, this
song’s for you,” announced Dillz before launching into the track, “What’s Going on
Upstairs?” He announced that he had played this song on Warped Tour 2015 and those
who attend Warped Tour 2018 will likely be hearing it again.
To introduce the song “Tupac Gone Fishing,” Dillz asked the audience, “Do you want
to hear a song about Tupac or fishing? Well, the next song is about both.”
Dillz quite literally kept the audience on their feet as he taught them dance moves
and encouraged them to dance to his music. He asked the crowd to wave their arms for
“Wavy,” and he introduced the “obtuse angle” move, which consisted of waving your
arm into an obtuse angle, for “What I Do All Day.”
“‘What I Do All Day’ is a really fun song for me to play right now, when the video
drops for that song, it’s gonna be really cool because there’s even more to the dance,” he
explained about the song.
On “Span-Hebrish,” Dillz proved he had bars in not only English, but in Hebrew and
Spanish as well.
One of the more serious songs Dillz performed was called “Varsity Blues.” A hook of
“Tonight’s the night and nobody showed up” was the sobering message of a song about
making mistakes and having feelings of inadequacy.
Inspired by the movie of the same name, as well as Dillz’s own life, the song discusses
his struggles with drugs, which led him to quit the wrestling team and drop out of
Rutgers University. After cleaning up and a few arrests, Dillz eventually re-enrolled in
school and obtained a degree in creative writing.
When asked how his education influences his music, Dillz offered, “It’s given me
more confidence to say whatever I feel and tap into the stream of consciousness.”
The other more serious song of the night was “We Are Different,” an anthem about
individuality and Dillz’s personal battles with drug addiction. The artist has been sober
for over 14 years and has found empowerment through sharing his struggles through
creative expression like music.
Following “We Are Different,” Dillz opened the mic up to anyone who wanted to
freestyle. He warmed the crowd up by playing a game called “Freestyle” where everyone
put an item onstage, which he then incorporated into a freestyle.
The mic was then passed to Brandon Washburn, or MF Burns, a student and rapper
here at Edinboro who will be opening for T-Pain when he performs at EU in May.
Washburn tried his luck at freestyling for a few minutes before giving the mic back to
Dillz for one last game called “Fill in the Blanks.” This game included Dillz starting a
rhyme and having the audience finish the phrase.
The final song was “Hanging Out,” ending the show on a positive note as Dillz
thanked everyone for coming to the show and “hanging out.”
The event was sponsored by the Center for Diversity and Inclusion and was booked
by graduate student Dalontai Pond.
Livia Homerski
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Standout tracks: “At the Top” & “Interlude.”

The Arts
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‘Rampage’ debuts strongly
but ‘A Quiet Place’ continues
strong run at the box office
By Mikael Wood
Los Angeles Times

Dwayne Johnson and his gorilla buddy George
might have scored the box office crown with
a $34.5 million take for city-smashing action
flick “Rampage,” but the weekend’s real winner
knew how to speak softly and carry a big second
weekend.
Falling shy of pre-release projections that
pegged the $120 million-budgeted “Rampage”
for an opening of $35 million to $45 million, the
Warner Bros. and New Line release arrived in
theaters with just enough of a box office bang to
eke out a No. 1 opening over previous weekend
winner “A Quiet Place.”
Global audiences smelled what Johnson was
cooking last December when he helped lead
Sony Pictures’ positively reviewed “Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle” to a colossal $950 million
worldwide box office.
But “Rampage,” in which he plays a
primatologist trying to save the world and
his primate BFF from a nefarious scientific
experiment gone haywire, split critics down
the middle with a 50 percent Rotten Tomatoes
score even as audiences gave it an “A-minus”
CinemaScore rating.
The Brad Peyton-directed action adventure
took $114.1 million internationally in its
worldwide debut for a $148.6 total and will have
to lean heavily on Johnson’s star power to keep a
momentum that can offset the pricey budget.
Impressively, less than $2 million in ticket
sales stood in the way of a “Quiet Place” upset
by director-star John Krasinski, whose critically
acclaimed tale about a family living in silence to
hide from monsters came in at second with $32.6
million. That’s a modest 35 percent decline from
its surprisingly potent debut last weekend.
The tense genre film also stars Emily Blunt,
Noah Jupe and Millicent Simmonds and is on the
verge of breaking $100 million domestically, with
a worldwide total of $151.3 million after 10 days
in theaters.
The success of an inventive horror concept
such as “A Quiet Place” coincides with the more
low-hanging frights of Universal’s “Blumhouse’s
Truth Or Dare,” which landed a “B-minus”
CinemaScore but an anemic 15 percent on Rotten
Tomatoes.
Making the most of a gruesome plot inspired
by the real-life game and tween catnip stars Lucy
Hale and Tyler Posey, the critically panned PG-13
outing took in $19.09 million over the Friday the

13th weekend. Even so, made within the lowbudget Blumhouse model, that’s still a recipe for
success.
Fourth place went to Steven Spielberg’s pixelparty nostalgia-fest “Ready Player One,” which fell
a hefty 54 percent from last weekend but added
$11.2 million to its coins for a total of $114.6
million domestic to date.
The Kay Cannon-directed “Blockers” came in
fifth, slipping a steep 50 percent to add another
$10.29 million to its $36.92 million domestic
tally. Universal’s R-rated comedy starring John
Cena, Leslie Mann, Ike Barinholtz, Geraldine
Viswanathan, Kathryn Newton and Gideon
Adlon has notched $52.9 million worldwide to
date.
Wes Anderson’s stop-motion outing “Isle of
Dogs” went ambitiously wide but made just $5
million from 1,939 locations. The Fox Searchlight
release added 1,385 locations from last week
but saw a weekend box office bump of only 10
percent.
Three weeks ago, “Dogs” opened in limited
release to the best per-screen average of the year
but also faced criticisms of cultural appropriation,
largely from the Asian-American community.
Elsewhere in canine cinema, upstart distributor
Fun Academy unleashed the animated title
“Sgt. Stubby: An American Hero,” and added
an “A” CinemaScore to a robust 90 percent
Rotten Tomatoes rating, also in wide release, but
weekend grosses barely cracked $1 million.
Slipping into 755 theaters for a $1.65 million
take was Bleecker Street’s R-rated Jon Hamm
starrer “Beirut,” a CIA spy film directed by
“The Machinist’s” Brad Anderson. Written
and produced by Tony Gilroy, the film scored
78 percent on Rotten Tomatoes. It also stars
Rosamund Pike.
The specialty release of note is Sony Pictures
Classics’ “The Rider.” The award-winning drama
from director Chloe Zhao stars Brady Jandreau
as a former rodeo star redefining his sense of
self after a devastating riding accident. It’s sitting
pretty at 96 percent on Rotten Tomatoes.
After premiering at Cannes, where it won
the Directors’ Fortnight Art Cinema Award, the
film opened to $45,268 from three theaters and
solidifies Zhao as a rising director to watch.
Next weekend’s wide releases include STX
Entertainment’s Amy Schumer vehicle “I Feel
Pretty,” Fox Searchlight’s comedy sequel “Super
Troopers 2” and Lionsgate and Codeblack’s
thriller “Traffik.”

Photo: Tribune News Service

‘Rampage’ grossed over $35 million during its box office opening.

Kendrick Lamar performs on the stage of Coachella 2017.

Photo: Tribune News Service

Kendrick Lamar adds Pulitzer
Prize to his shelf for ‘DAMN’
By Kenneth Turan
Los Angeles Times

Their names are inked in history books
and on the walls of hallowed concert halls as
winners of American music’s most esteemed
award, the Pulitzer Prize for music: Aaron
Copland, George Crumb, John Luther Adams,
Ornette Coleman, Caroline Shaw and dozens
more.
Add to that list the man nicknamed Kung Fu
Kenny.
In news that caught many off guard,
celebrated Compton, Calif.-born rapper
Kendrick Lamar was awarded the Pulitzer
on Monday for his work on his 2017
album “Damn.” With the announcement,
the committee praised Lamar’s album as
“a virtuosic song collection unified by
its vernacular authenticity and rhythmic
dynamism that offers affecting vignettes
capturing the complexity of modern AfricanAmerican life.”
Translation: It’s an amazing album that
documents South L.A. black life with wildly
accomplished beats and verses.
“He’s an artist who challenges notions,” said
Ryan Coogler, director of the blockbuster hit
“Black Panther,” for which Lamar orchestrated
and contributed music, during a recent
interview. “One of the bigger themes in our
film is this idea of, ‘What does it mean to be
African?’ Kendrick in his music is very directly
challenging that question.”
To say that Lamar’s honor was a shocker is
an understatement. Historically, the Pulitzer
committee has ignored so-called “vernacular”
music in the category, favoring more furrowbrowed, academic work. When the Pulitzer
committee has honored non-classical work,
it has most often done so by giving recipients
what it calls “special awards and citations.”
This year’s finalists in the music category,
selected by a five-person jury, were “Quartet”
by Michael Gilbertson and “Sound From the
Bench” by Ted Hearne.
“There’s something to be said that a young
man from Compton, who was raised in a lowincome community, has been able to be true
to his mode of expression,” said Raj Frazier,
an associate professor at the University of
Southern California and the director of the
Institute for Diversity and Empowerment at
Annenberg.
“The fact that his music is being listened to
and valued among the Pulitzer members, that
it’s being thought of in relation to those award
winners of generations prior to him, means
he’ll be a name and a creator who’s also referred
to for those who are assessed and valued in the
future,” Frazier said.
Lamar follows another non-classical
Pulitzer winner, Coleman, the experimental
jazz pioneer who won in 2007 for “Sound
Grammar.” There is, perhaps, a connection,
as Lamar’s albums have been frequently cited
as spearheading a jazz revival in Los Angeles,
elevating players such as Kamasi Washington,
Terrace Martin and Robert Glasper to almostpop stars, or at least crossover figures with
wide, young audiences outside the traditional
jazz market.
But Lamar is not merely the first rapper
to earn the Pulitzer in music. He’s the first
honored musician who has landed a No. 1
album or gone platinum. To further illustrate
the accomplishment, among those who haven’t
received the prize are Miles Davis, Nina
Simone, Bob Dylan, Aretha Franklin, John
Coltrane, Bruce Springsteen and Carole King.
(Dylan and Coltrane have been given special
citations.)
In a social media post reacting to the news,
Terrence “Punch” Henderson, president of
Lamar’s label, Top Dawg Entertainment,
bragged, “Pulitzer Prize winner K-dot from
Compton. I bet not ever hear one of you ...
speak with anything less than respect in your
mouth for Kendrick Lamar.”

Lamar retweeted the above comment but has
yet to make a statement of his own. The artist
and representatives from Top Dawg were not
available for comment.
“The award will also serve as an inspiration
for creators who never would have imagined
this for themselves,” said USC’s Frazier. “To
now think, ‘Oh, that’s possible. It’s feasible that
I’ll be valued in this kind of space, that my
name will be mentioned alongside of other
Pulitzer winners in other forms of the arts,
whether it be fiction or journalism.’ I think
that’s huge.”
Lamar’s Pulitzer accolade comes at a time
when hip-hop culture has become mainstream
culture. In 2017, for instance, the combined
genres of R&B and hip-hop proved to be the
most consumed music in the U.S. for the first
time in history, according to Nielsen Music.
Hip-hop has gone on to inform many aspects
of popular American art; it punctuates the film
“Black Panther” and infuses acclaimed TV
shows such as “Atlanta” and “The Chi,” not to
mention the Broadway sensation “Hamilton.”
This year’s Grammys also focused heavily on
hip-hop in its nominations, where “Damn” was
up for, but lost, album of the year.
Lamar’s lyrical hip-hop has long been
uniquely focused on his home city. Whether
on tracks including “Backseat Freestyle,”
“Keisha’s Song (Her Pain)” or “Money Trees,”
or in the videos for songs such as “Compton
State of Mind” (a riff on Jay-Z’s “Empire State
of Mind”), “King Kunta” and “i,” Lamar locates
his creative world in the area in which he was
raised.
Like the best writers, Lamar pinpoints
small moments that illustrate larger points,
in his case the kind that springboard into
documentary narratives about home and
history, about dangers lurking and the power
of anger. Like classic L.A. chroniclers such as
Iceberg Slim, John Fante, Joan Didion and
James Ellroy, Lamar imbues a sense of place
into his lines.
“Black Panther” director Coogler describes
Lamar as possessing “an integrity to him that
crosses demographics and it crosses different
ages. When you hear him you feel like he’s
being truthful. You feel like you’re scratching at
a certain type of personal truth.”
The rapper’s 2012 mixtape, “Compton State
of Mind,” locates Rosecrans Avenue by name as
he describes being on the street chilling, eating
“five dollar Little Caesar” and food from when
“mama shopped at Food for Less.” Centennial
High School, he raps, “had me swimming with
a pool of sharks, me I’m just a good kid trying
to keep it neutral / But I’m well aware that a
square can get shot too.”
His “good kid, m.A.A.d. city,” released in
2012 and nominated for a Grammy album of
the year, went deeper into the city’s psyche,
and his own. He describes witnessing at age 9
a gangbanger “with his brains blown out at the
same burger stand where beep hang out.”
The 2015 album “To Pimp a Butterfly”
brought him a whole new audience as
it connected past, present and future.
Experimenting with Afro-futurism and
collaborating with such wide-ranging
jazz-influenced artists including Martin
and Washington, as well as the producer
Thundercat, the album was an expansive
look at the African-American experience in
California.
Lamar’s success, however, has led him
to bemoan his disconnect from the streets
where his most crucial lyrics were born. He
acknowledged this struggle in a July 2017
interview with comedian Dave Chappelle for
Interview magazine.
“(E)verything was moving so fast. I didn’t
know how to digest it,” Lamar said. “The best
thing I did was go back to the city of Compton,
to touch the people who I grew up with and tell
them the stories of the people I met around the
world.”
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Across

1 Flintstones Vitamins option
5 Chicago Eight defendant
10 B.C. law enforcers
14 Big name in denim
15 Dental restoration
16 Cause of some bad apples?
17 Has to pay
18 Part of a script
19 Cyber phenomenon
20 Turned tail
22 Like some underbellies
23 Memphis-to-Atlanta dir.
24 Big fuss
25 With "the," what a boxer doesn't want to hit?
26 Pulse
28 High points
31 Latin I word
32 Prepared, as eggs for eggs Benedict
34 Votin' nay
35 Emulate Moses ... and what four black squares do in this
puzzle
38 Like a breeze?
39 August birthstone
40 "How you doin'?"
41 Lost patience
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42 "The Beauty Myth" author Wolf
46 Chip off the old block?
48 Annoyed exclamation
50 Greek god of the wild
51 Needed an eraser
52 Herbs and spices
55 Bill __ Climate Lab: former exhibit at Oakland's Chabot
Space & Science Center
56 Awaits decision
57 Brief refusal to "Are you hungry?"
58 Nineteenth Amendment campaigner
59 Rolex rival
60 Gillette offering
61 Book of Mormon prophet
62 Ready to drop
63 Burn a little

Down

1 Daisy component
2 Clean some more
3 Plane, for one
4 Ph.D. hurdle
5 "I feel your pain"
6 Went too far
7 Protected, in a way
8 Succeed in getting

9 Word with private or public
10 Collegian's diet staple
11 Rift
12 "Money, Money, Money" musical
13 Exploits
21 Henry __ Lodge: WWI senator
22 Swedish carrier
25 Surrendered
27 Nashville highlight
29 "SNL" alumna Oteri
30 Scout's honor?
33 How some bonds are purchased
34 Movie role for Skippy
35 Speaker after John Boehner
36 Shoot for
37 Air Force pilot who became a pop star
38 True nature
41 "__ give you the shirt off his back"
43 Morphine, e.g.
44 It's repeated a lot
45 Ready to go
47 Kevlar products
49 Mideast ruling family name
52 Rest area heavyweight
53 Cabinet dept.
54 Long and Vardalos
56 Winner's gathering

Answers to last week’s puzzle:
Taurus: April 20 — May 20
You and your honey are experiencing a good
flow these days. Venus is generating feelings
of compatibility and trust. If you're single,
you're enjoying spending time with a variety of
friends and celebrating a time in your life when
you can simply be you.
Gemini: May 21 — June 21
Mercury, your planetary ruler, has finally
gone direct. Things should start to flow better
for you. If you've been playing phone tag with
somebody important, you'll finally reach that
person. If you've been trying to schedule a hot
date, there will be room on the calendar.
Cancer: June 22 — July 22
You could find yourself dealing with people
who are more aggressive and bossy than you
are. Instead of withdrawing, Mars is inspiring
you to stand up for yourself. If your partner is
acting out of line, clearly state your needs and
desires in the situation.
Leo: July 23 — Aug. 22
You're bursting to tell somebody something
this week as communicator Mercury floods
you with energy. Maybe you'll talk in a creative
setting, like at amateur night at a comedy club.
Or perhaps you'll invite friends out for drinks
and share your latest adventures.
Virgo: Aug. 23 — Sept. 22
As an Earth sign, you're very goal-oriented.
You like to check things off of your to-do
list and keep everything organized. But
relationships are messy, untidy things. And
right now, you and your partner are headed
into uncharted waters. Venus says hold on.
Libra: Sept. 23 — Oct. 23
Don't worry so much about what other
people think about you. The sun opposite your

sign could mess with your sense of identity,
causing you to question your self-worth. You're
a fabulous being, and don't let family, coworkers or lovers convince you otherwise.
Scorpio: Oct. 24 — Nov. 21
You're in a cozy, domestic mood, thanks to
Jupiter. You'll want to play house with someone.
Even if you can't cook, try making a simple,
tasty meal for your sweetheart at home. Pretty
up your home in simple and inexpensive ways.
Sagittarius: Nov. 22 — Dec. 21
Sometimes you like to procrastinate too
much, but the sun is reminding you to take
care of certain important things now. Maybe
you really need to talk with your honey about
something. Find a loving way to open up and
clear the air.
Capricorn: Dec. 22 — Jan.19
You could feel a clash between your personal
and professional life. You've been spread pretty
thin lately, working hard but also trying to be
there for all the people you care about. The
moon is encouraging you to reconsider how
you are spending your time and energy.
Aquarius: Jan. 20 — Feb. 18
Tempers are likely to flare around you this
week, thanks to Mercury. People around you
could lose their cool. Try not to get swept up
in those feelings of negativity. Avoid taking on
other people's toxicity and maintain a positive
attitude.
Pisces: Feb. 19 — March 20
You're growing fonder of someone as a
tender moon puts you in a romantic mood.
If you're single, you might focus on dating
somebody new. If you're in a relationship, you
and your honey could experience a pleasant
second honeymoon type of feeling.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Africans and African Americans:
Why are we so divided?

How Athletics Shaped My Life Beyond
4 Years of Collegiate Eligibility

Edinboro Softball vs. Cal U

Musical: The Fantasticks

4/19 | 6 p.m.
Compton Hall, Room 107A

4/19 | 8:30 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse

Doubleheader
4/20|2:30 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.
Softball Field

4/20 | 7:30 p.m.
Diebold Center for the Performing Arts

Opioids: A Public Health Crisis
Out of Control?

Morning Coffee:
Job Searching and Resume Writing

4/24 | 7 p.m.
Compton Hall, Room 107A

4/25 | 10 a.m.
Learning Commons Classroom

In The Community
Battle of the Bankers
Celebrity Bartending Event
4/20 | 6 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel

Erie Times-News Career Fair 2018
4/23 | 10 a.m.
Bayfront Convention Center

Coloring for Grown-Ups
4/21 | 10 a.m. to Noon
Iroquois Avenue Branch Library

Addressing Climate Change
at the Community Level
4/24 | 7 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
“Pitch Perfect 3”

Wednesday & Thursday, 4/18 & 4/19 — 8 p.m.
Friday, 4/20 — 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Saturday, 4/21 — 2 p.m., 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Sunday, 4/22 — 2 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center
SHOWTIMES:
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Edinboro’s Eugene Baritot jumps over a hurdle in the 3,000 -meter steeplechase in which he placed second this past weekend.

Track and ﬁeld earns more spots in
upcoming outdoor PSAC championship meet
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

Edinboro’s men’s and women’s track and field teams earned
15 PSAC-qualifying marks and set a number of personal records
Saturday when they split up to attend the Bison Outdoor Classic at
Bucknell University and the Westminster Invitational at Westminster
College.
The men shined in the 400-meter dash at Westminster, led by
Joel Lohr who earned a PSAC-qualifying time of 50.36 seconds.
Following Lohr was Kyle Breault, Cody Vanryn, Azare Mercer and
Nick Barlette, who all set personal records in the race.
Head Track and Field Coach Anne Cleary said she was glad to see
the five men all perform well together, and said they are very close to
qualifying for the conference meet.
“It was nice to see those guys take advantage of the great weather,
and it’s always good to see what we see in practice every day come
out in competition,” Cleary explained.
The men also picked up a couple PSAC spots in field competition.
Trae Smith had a 55.62-meter javelin throw, good for fourth place
and a spot in the conference meet. Devon Brown finished eighth in
the event, as well.
Brown also placed ninth in the discus with a 40.46-meter, PSACqualifying throw. Cleary mentioned how impressed she was with
Brown’s performance, especially because he’s also a member of
another Fighting Scots squad.
“Devon is having a great season for us so far,” Cleary said. “And
Devon’s a football player. So he only came to us after football season
was done and only practices with us twice a week.”
Gabby Schultz again dominated the throwing events, winning
both the shot put and discus. Her 14.28-meter shot put throw was
good enough to qualify for the conference meet and was an NCAA
provisional mark, but not her best throw this season. Her PSACqualifying 42.05-meter discus throw similarly was her shortest throw
of the outdoor season.
Cleary said the team’s throwers have been performing better than
expected considering they have not been able to practice outdoors
consistently.
“[Outdoor competitions are] definitely not the same [as]
practicing inside,” she explained. “Our throw squad has been getting
outside and just having huge marks despite their practice situation.”
Erin O’Brien finished sixth in the 400-meter hurdles with a time of
1 minute, 4.92 seconds, which Cleary said is approaching the school
record in that event. The mark was also a college best for her.

Olivia Rowe also set a college best in the 100 hurdles with a
PSAC-qualifying time of 15.15 seconds, good for sixth place. She also
finished seventh in the long jump with a distance of 5.22 meters.
Meanwhile, at the Bison Outdoor Classic, Edinboro had two
women qualify for the PSAC championships in both the 1,500 and
5,000-meter runs.
Jasmine Fehr punched her ticket in the 1,500 with a time of
4:31.44, also an NCAA provisional mark. In the unseeded version of
the event, Abbey Lang also qualified for the conference meet with a
4:43.71 mark.
Hope Pietrocarlo hit a PSAC-qualifying and NCAA provisional
time of 17:05.79 in the 5,000. Though she finished over a minute
later, Brooklyn Messinger also qualified for the conference meet with
a time of 18:11.48.
The men also excelled at Bucknell, earning five PSAC spots and
recording two NCAA provisional times.
Eugene Baritot finished second in the 3,000-meter steeplechase
with a personal best of 8:57.23. That mark qualifies him for the
conference meet as well as the potential to compete at the NCAA
Division II nationals at the end of the season. He qualified for the
national meet last year, so setting a personal record Saturday gives
him a good chance of qualifying again this year. He earned PSAC
Outdoor Track Athlete of the Week honors for the performance.
Corey Wefing also recorded a PSAC-qualifying and NCAA
provisional time in the 1,500 with a time of 3:47.27. He finished
ninth in that race. Eduardo Tapia also recorded a PSAC-qualifying
time of 4:01.27 in the unseeded version of the race.
Jared Hallow finished second in the 5,000 in 14:57.51, also
qualifying for the conference meet.
After a long day at the meet, Austin Pondel recorded a PSACqualifying time of 31:46.65 in the 10,000-meter run. According to
Cleary, his race finished after 11 p.m.
“It was a very long day for those guys, but they went and got work
done,” she said.
The teams will next compete Thursday, Friday and Saturday when
they again split up to attend two competitions. Edinboro will be
represented at the SRU Open hosted by Slippery Rock University
on Thursday, as well as at the Jesse Owens Classic at Ohio State
University on Friday and Saturday. They are two weeks away from
the PSAC Championships, which will also be hosted by Slippery
Rock from May 3-5.
Christopher Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Edinboro lacrosse falls to 3-10 overall and 0-9 in the PSACs
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

The Edinboro women’s lacrosse team is still seeking that first PSAC win after dropping games
against Slippery Rock University, 15-6, on April 11, and West Chester University, 17-1, on Saturday.
With the two losses, Edinboro fell to 3-10 overall and 0-9 in conference play.
Edinboro’s defense worked well together to keep Slippery Rock to five goals within the first half.
Hannah Fitzgerald scored ‘Boro’s first goal of the game, ending the half down 5-1.
Interim Women’s Lacrosse Head Coach Jenny Wirth said the team was much better at utilizing
their game plan in this contest, contributing to the uncharacteristically low-scoring half.
“I think that’s the lowest goals we’ve allowed in the PSAC so far in the first half of a game, so you
know we’re really proud of our defense and goalie for that,” she said after the loss.
Stephanie Chido notched her first goal of the game thanks to a Sophie DePalma assist after a pair
of goals by Slippery Rock. DePalma scored two goals of her own, separated by a Rock goal, to put the
score at 10-4 in favor of SRU.
Lindsey Brinkel scored her own pair of free position goals, as well.
Edinboro goalkeeper Candace McDole set another school mark by breaking the season saves
record. The record was set last year by goalkeeper Paige Skinner, who also holds the career saves
record. McDole stopped 18 would-be goals in this contest, raising her total to 172, compared to
Skinner’s 170 a year ago.
“Overall, today’s game was a so-so game,” Wirth said. “Defensively, we played awesome,” she
explained before adding that she thinks the offense needs to improve in high-pressure situations.
On Saturday, Edinboro’s defense held West Chester to nine points in the first half. Chido scored
the only goal of the game for the Fighting Scots.

Index

Edinboro’s defense held West Chester scoreless for almost eight minutes, holding them to 5-1
for most of the first half. The last four of West Chester’s goals were spread throughout the last nine
minutes of the half.
A little over five minutes into the second half, West Chester scored their 11th goal. At this point,
the Scots had to deal with the pressure of not only being down by 10 goals, but also with a running
clock.
Chido had two close misses in front of the net, and Kaitlyn Binotto saved two free position
attempts for Edinboro, but the Fighting Scots couldn’t come back. The game ended 17-1.
Wirth said she was happy with the defense’s performance, and said they made adjustments coming
into the game and throughout it that Wirth had asked them to. She said she was happy to see them
hold West Chester to less than 20.
“[Obviously] we didn’t win, but that’s still a very big accomplishment when you’re going up against
the best team in the PSAC right now,” she said. “I think that was a great thing to see.”
Edinboro was scheduled to take on West Virginia Wesleyan College in non-conference play at
home on Tuesday, but that game was canceled due to inclement weather. The Fighting Scots will
return to PSAC action Saturday when they visit Shippensburg University at 1 p.m. Wirth was
an assistant coach at Shippensburg before she was named the interim head coach of Edinboro’s
program.
They will visit Mercyhurst University on Wednesday at 4 p.m. for their last road game before
finishing their season at home on April 28 against Lock Haven.
Erica Burkholder
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Voices

Arcade

News..............................................A2
The Arts...........................................A4
Games/Comics...............................A7
Event Calendar................................A8
Sports..............................................B1
Voices.............................................B4
World..............................................B6
Campus...........................................B7
Arcade.............................................B8

Budget
changes, lack
of presidential
options prove
EUSGA still in
disarray

edinboronow.com
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com
adverts.spectator@gmail.com

Our Viewpoint, B4.

A quick look at ‘Magic
The Gathering: Arena,’ B8.

Sports

sports.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 117 | Issue 24 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, April 19, 2018

Section B n Page 2

Softball swept in doubleheaders against Gannon, Seton Hill

Photos: Christopher Rosato Jr.

Edinboro’s Roni Lipinski catches a pitch from Amanda Metz on April 14.

By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

Softball finally returned to Edinboro after bad
weather washed out most of the beginning of
PSAC play, but the Fighting Scots were swept in
doubleheaders against Gannon University Friday
and Seton Hill University Saturday.
Edinboro kept the first game against Gannon
interesting, holding the Golden Knights to a 3-1
lead through four innings, but a four-run fifth
frame spelled the end for the Fighting Scots. After
Carley Nasca was lifted in favor of Amanda Metz
at the top of the fifth, Gannon busted out for three
doubles and two singles to increase their lead to
7-1.
The Fighting Scots responded by putting two
runs on the board in the bottom of the inning,
but they wouldn’t come any closer. Gannon added
another five runs in the seventh to seal Edinboro’s
fate.
Though the 11-3 final score in the second game
was similar to the first, the game was anything but.
That second game finished in the fifth inning due
to the eight-run rule.
Down two runs in the first inning, leadoff
hitter Danna Heh singled and stole second base to
start the inning, then moved over to third when
Shannon Gilbert grounded out to the pitcher.
Olivia Jankowski doubled in Heh for Edinboro’s
first run.
Gannon scored at least two runs in each inning
except for the fifth.
On Saturday, Edinboro was again overpowered

as they lost 19-1 in six innings in their first game
against Seton Hill.
Heh again scored the first Edinboro run after
leading off the bottom of the fourth inning with a
single up the middle. After Heh stole second base,
Gilbert moved her over to third with a base hit of
her own. Jankowski then singled to bring in the
Fighting Scots’ only run in the first game.
Edinboro used a remarkably different lineup
in the second game, giving bench players an
opportunity to start. They put up a fight, losing
6-3 to a Seton Hill lineup that closely resembled
the first game’s players.
Edinboro struck first in this game, scoring two
in the bottom of the first inning. Courtney Allen
singled to left field with one out, and Cheyenne
Bothun reached on an error to put runners
on first and second. The Fighting Scots found
themselves with runners on second and third after
catcher Rose Haggerty grounded out to the third
baseman.
With two outs, Maycee Shumaker singled up
the middle to bring both runners around to score.
Seton Hill responded with runs in each of the
next five innings to take a 6-2 lead. The Griffins
won 6-3 after ‘Boro plated one in the seventh.
Edinboro’s record fell to 4-15 overall and 0-6
in PSAC play. They continue conference play
Saturday at Slippery Rock University and Sunday
when they host The Rock, if weather permits.
Christopher Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com

By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor

Bryson McLeod, of the Edinboro University
wheelchair basketball team, has played the sport
for over six years, including his time at Edinboro.
“I began playing wheelchair basketball at the
age of 12,” said McLeod. “I was involved in other
sports and wanted to test my talents in a new
sport.”
For Edinboro’s wheelchair basketball team, he
played positions such as shooting guard and point
guard.
“I did not think back then that I would be
playing wheelchair basketball now,” said McLeod.
“I did so many other sports that I could not
determine which one was my favorite.”
Alongside the people that he met at Edinboro,
McLeod explained that he will miss his
teammates as well.
“I will miss the companionship and the
traveling of collegiate basketball,” he said.
McLeod said the campus community was one
of the major factors that drew him to attending
the school.
“The relationship I formed with [Edinboro
Head Wheelchair Basketball Coach Jim] Glatch,
and the family atmosphere he brought not

only on the court, but off the court as well [was
important].”
He used the word “excellent” to describe his
time at Edinboro.
“It meant a lot [to me] because of the different
life experiences I went through, as well as the
amazing people I have met,” he explained.
To current and future students at Edinboro,
McLeod had this to say: “Don’t let anyone tell you
something different than what you believe. The
sky is the limit [and] don’t ever sell yourself short.”
He added, “To my coaches and team, I wish
nothing but the best for your future, and for
my [supporters], I want to thank you all for the
support, it helped me achieve the goals I needed
to achieve to become the individual I am today.”
Planning to graduate with a degree in
psychology, McLeod has a plan for after he
graduates.
“I want to work in my community and help it
become more successful,” he explained.
He mentioned that whether in the states or
overseas he plans to continue playing wheelchair
basketball after he graduates.
Madi Gross
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Wheelchair
Basketball
Fundraising
Event
Featuring current
and former Steelers
May 3 • 8 pm
McComb Fieldhouse
Buy tickets at the
door or online at:
www.edinboro.edu/steelerevent
Students $5 • Non-students $10

All proceeds benefit
the Edinboro University
Wheelchair Basketball Team
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Royalsʼ Boyer took wheel of team
bus after ice smashed windshield
By Maria Torres & Pete Grathoff
The Kansas City Star

Photo: EU Sports Information

The men’s tennis team stands together before a match at the Westwood Racquet Club in Erie.

Menʼs tennis earns second seed in PSAC tourney
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
EDINBORO — The Edinboro men’s tennis
team fell one spot to No. 5 in the most recent
NCAA Atlantic Region rankings.
Bluefield State holds down the top spot in
the region with an 11-2 overall record, 8-1 in
region. West Virginia Wesleyan is second with
Mercyhurst in third. Edinboro lost a pair of
matches to the Bobcats (5-3) and Lakers (7-2)
during the regular season. Fairmont State and
Edinboro round out the top five. The top seven
ranked teams in the region will advance to the
NCAA Atlantic Region Tournament held April
28 through May 1.
Edinboro is currently 9-2 against region
opponents, including a 2-2 record against teams
ranked in the Atlantic Region.
The Fighting Scots concluded their regular
season last week and earned the No. 2 seed in
the upcoming PSAC Championship. Edinboro
will begin their postseason against No. 3 seed
Kutztown on Friday, April 20. Earlier this
season, Edinboro defeated the Golden Bears
7-2, including a sweep through doubles. The
tournament is being hosted by Bloomsburg.
EDINBORO — The Edinboro men’s tennis
begins their quest to win the 2018 PSAC Men’s
Tennis Championship this weekend when they
face off against Kutztown on Friday, April 20 in
the semifinals. By virtue of a 4-1 PSAC record, the
Fighting Scots earned the No. 2 seed. The Golden
Bears are the No. 3 seed.
Bloomsburg is the host university for the 2018
Championships.
Interim Head Coach Kody Duncan will bring
a team that is currently ranked fifth in the region,
the three-time PSAC Singles Champion Vitor
Albanese and current PSAC Doubles Champion
in Albanese and Daniel Fernandez into the
tournament.
Albanese did not drop a set in conference
play this season, going 5-0 in both singles and
doubles, respectively. In his three matches against

opponents in the PSAC tournament, he dropped
only seven total games over six sets. In his match
against Martin Munoz of Kutztown, he won
6-1, 6-0. In doubles against the Golden Bears,
Albanese teamed up with Mateus Santos at the
No. 1 spot and did not drop a game in their 8-0
win.
In his matches, Fernandez went 3-2 in singles
and 5-0 in doubles during the regular season
against conference opponents. Against Kutztown,
he won in straight sets, 6-1, 6-1 over Nikolay
Kodinov. He paired with Kevin Mboko in doubles
against the Golden Bears and earned the 8-4 win.
Mboko dropped only one match against PSAC
opponents in both singles and doubles. In singles
against Kutztown, he won in straight sets over
Gabriel Nogara Souza, 6-3, 6-1 at No. 6, after
winning his doubles match with Fernandez.
Mateus Santos won his first set against Nolan
Perugini of Kutztown in the regular season,
before retiring early in the second set, 7-6, 1-2
(ret.). In doubles, he won his match at No. 1 with
Albanese, 8-0.
Mauricio Santos (not related to Mateus) went
8-2 combined in both singles and doubles against
conference opponents during the regular season.
Against the Golden Bears, he picked up a doubles
win with Christian Roettger, 8-5, over Munoz and
Diego Nunez Contreras.
Roettger, who joined the Fighting Scots in
the spring, dropped his singles match against
Kutztown, 7-6 (6), 7-5 after winning his doubles
with Mauricio Santos.
Thomas McCoy played in both PSAC
matches during the fall against West Chester and
Millersville and came away with wins in both
singles and doubles.
Overall, the Fighting Scots are a combined
34-11 in singles and doubles against PSAC
opponents this spring.
The winner of the Edinboro-Kutztown
match will face the winner of the MercyhurstBloomsburg match on Saturday, April 21 in the
final, with the winner earning an automatic berth
in the NCAA Atlantic Regional.

TORONTO — Royals relief pitcher Blaine
Boyer is not a hero.
Or so he declared Tuesday afternoon at the
Rogers Centre, some 36 hours after he took
the wheel of the Royals’ chartered bus on a
highway in Toronto and successfully steered
the team to safety after a large sheet of ice
cracked the bus windshield and shards of
glass hit the driver.
“I’m fine, we’re fine,” he said. “I’m not a
hero. It’s crazy!”
An apropos word to describe the Royals’
last two days. After extreme cold forced the
Royals to postpone Sunday’s series finale
at Kauffman Stadium, the team’s plane to
Toronto was delayed for three hours as a
spring storm halted travel in the Upper
Midwest. The Royals landed at Pearson
International Airport around 11 p.m. and a
convoy of two buses departed for the team
hotel within 45 minutes.
But part of the way through what should
have been an uneventful trip into the
Yorkville neighborhood, a sheet of ice slipped
off the roof of the lead bus, carrying staff
members, and smacked into the windshield of
the bus that was carrying players.
“We saw another huge piece that just
missed the bus,” Boyer said. “We could hear
ice sliding all over the place, off our bus even.
I made the comment to somebody, was like,
‘if that ice hits another car ... that’s gonna be
interesting.’ And then, shoot, 10 minutes later,
boom.”
The sound was so loud players panicked
and hit the floorboards to shield themselves.
Then Boyer glanced up from his spot near the
front of the bus, where he usually sits, and
saw driver Fred Folkerts covered in blood.
Boyer sprung to action, checked on the driver
and took the wheel from him.
“Fred just absolutely nailed it ... he’s the
man,” said Boyer, again deflecting credit for
his role in steering the bus to safety.

Photo: Tribune News Service
Boyer navigated the bus a short distance
to the side of the road. The Royals were
stranded. Again.
It wasn’t until about 2 a.m. that they made
it to their hotel. It turns out they didn’t need
much sleep, anyway, as Monday’s game was
postponed when another free-falling chunk of
ice thwarted their plans and punctured a hole
in the roof of the Blue Jays’ domed stadium.
They played a doubleheader Tuesday.
“It’s been crazy,” Boyer said. “A couple of us
went and ate sushi and we were walking back,
and I don’t know what building it was, but
it was one of the buildings here, and we saw
three huge chunks falling off the building and
it hit a car that was just parked.”
As for the bus, no one on the vehicle was
seriously injured.
“The bus driver was full of glass,” Royals
manager Ned Yost told MLB.com. “They got
pulled over, but it was pretty scary there for a
little while for the guys on the bus.”
Royals strength and conditioning coach
Ryan Stoneberg shared what happened on
Instagram.
“While driving from the airport to the
hotel through brutal cold conditions, ice from
the roof of the staff bus flew off and hit the
windshield of the trailing bus,” Stoneberg
wrote. “The windshield was smashed, glass
flew in the face of the driver, and one of our
players had to assist with steering the bus to
safety on the highway. I am so glad that all
our players are safe due to quick action of our
team and the steady nerves of the driver.”

Photo: EU Sports Information

Edinboro’s Roxana Yeh awaits a serve during a match at Edinboro University.

Womenʼs tennis eliminated from PSAC tournament
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
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Dan Smith tosses his disc into the basket during the tournament on April 14.

EU Disc Golf Association hosts
tournament, raises funds for charity
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Edinboro’s Disc Golf Association hosted a
tournament on April 14 to raise money for
the Make-A-Wish foundation.
The tournament was free to Edinboro
University students, but donations were
encouraged and players who were not
Edinboro students had to pay an entry fee.
One of the tournament’s organizers, Craig
Rodgers, introduced the course and gave
advice to the players before the tournament
started. He cracked a few jokes about the
“black holes” on campus that would eat the
players’ discs, which included the lake and
the bushes around Miller Hall. Tournament
Director Dr. Tim Thompson detailed the
prizes: first place would receive a pack of
four discs, while second and third would
receive two discs and T-shirts.
The tournament and the sport bring
in a variety of people. Varying ages were
represented at the tournament, as well as
people from many different walks of life.
“We have players from all over,” Thompson
said of the tournament. “We have players
who are retired people, we have cement
workers, we’ve got doctors playing.”
The tournament is the last one on
Edinboro’s current course. A new course is in
the works that will feature an expansion into
the cross-country course and a new design. It

will open on Sept. 15, shortly after Edinboro’s
Highland Games.
The next tournament, on the new course,
will be a professional tournament with an
estimated draw of 100 players. This will be
the first major tournament held at Edinboro
University and will be sponsored by the
Professional Disc Golf Association.
The current course was built in 2014,
originally meant to be temporary, and the
baskets were given to the school by the
Pittsburgh Disc Golf Association. The course
was first used in the 2014 Highland Games,
while the Big Wish Tournament started three
years ago.
“It’s a fun game,” Thompson said. “[Most]
places you go, disc golf courses are free, so
the only money you have to put out is to buy
discs.”
Thompson emphasized that the sport is
free at Edinboro, as students can borrow
discs from C.O.R.E, located in the lower level
of the Frank G. Pogue Student Center.
Colby Howe won the tournament after
scoring an 11-under-par 65. There was a tie
for second with Bart and Dan Smith both
scoring a 6-under. Rodgers took fourth while
Thompson finished in fifth.
The Big Wish Disc Golf Tournament was
sponsored by C.O.R.E and A.C.E.
Erica Burkholder
sports.spectator@gmail.com

EDINBORO — The
Edinboro women’s tennis
team split singles, but was
unable to overcome a 2-1
deficit after doubles, falling
to visiting Seton Hill, 5-4.
The match marked the fourth
match in four days for the

Fighting Scots.
The Slippery Rock win
this afternoon has eliminated
Edinboro from the PSAC
Tournament. The Fighting
Scots concluded their season
8-11 and 2-4 in the PSAC.
Jelena Vucenovic and
Payton Tomasko got
Edinboro on the board in
doubles with a 9-7 win at

No. 3. However, the Fighting
Scots trailed the Griffins 2-1
heading into singles.
Laura Lopez, Tatiana
Batalla Trabal, and Roxana
Yeh all won their singles
matches in straight sets at
No. 1-3, respectively. Yeh
and Vucenovic were playing
in their final match as a
Fighting Scot.
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Our Viewpoint
Budget changes, lack of student body relationship plaguing EUSGA
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor

Can anyone name who the Edinboro
University Student Government Association
(EUSGA) president was three years ago? How
about two years ago? How about the current
one? No? That’s what I thought.
Remember last spring’s SGA election? You
shouldn’t, because only one person ran for
president.
But we’ll get to that.
On April 6, we received an email from
EUSGA Vice President of Finance Matthew
Russell about the alteration of the general
funds process for the academic year 2018-19.
The old way to request funds from EUSGA
was to submit a proposal within the academic
year of the trip, secure a presentation date
at a meeting in front of congress members,
and then SGA would deny or approve your
request for funds. Typically, you would know
the day of your presentation whether or not
you would receive money.
This past academic year, EUSGA allotted
$30,000 for general fund use each semester.
This meant that they could approve general
fund requests until that $30,000 ran out.
Russell said in the email that the general
funds process has been “a source of many
issues and frustration” for SGA and the
student body. He goes on to say, “The primary
problem has been a lack of student support
in either Congress or the Finance Committee
that has too often meant a quorum was not
available for business decisions to be made.”
This part is really the kicker. Because SGA
cannot keep enough congress members, all
student organizations will have to suffer.
Now, budget requests will be part of a
yearly budget process, so all organizations
should be submitting requests for the entire
2018-19 academic year in full by — wait

for it — April 18. The initial round of the
budget process opened April 11, which gave
university organizations only one week
to (hopefully) get together an entire next
year’s budget. With the high turnover of
many student organizations, with the busy
schedules of faculty advisers come end-ofyear, how could this possibly be the best
timeline to move forward with?
The second round of the process is
potential appeals, which can only be made
by organizations if there was an error by the
finance committee. So, again…April 18 is
when you need to have your budget done.
In a time where the university and EUSGA
have both preached wanting to strengthen the
relationship between EUSGA, students and
organizations — this is sure an odd way to go
about it.
Basically, what this action says to me is that
EUSGA doesn’t care if your club finds out in
August about a cool conference that would
benefit you all, because your budget was due
in April. You’ll be stuck selling candy bars
and popcorn on campus (to a bunch of poor
college students, mind you) to try and make
sure you get there.
Will your club have new members in the
next academic year with fresh ideas and
aspirations? Well, that’s unfortunate since
your club is doomed to whatever decisions
you made last semester.
Also, I’d argue that the middle of April is
one of the worst times of the semester for
this change. Everyone is starting to wrap up
their semester-long projects, get ready for
graduation, etc. This could not have come at
a worse time.
In fall 2015, SGA had 30 congress
members. Last semester, it was a measly
12 — and those people failed to show up to
most meetings anyways. So now, because of

Graphic: Vecteezy.com

The EUSGA presidential election opens for voting on BoroSync on April 19.
a lack of commitment, student organizations
are expected to know everything they want
to do next academic year. Again, not really
strengthening that bond.
Now, let’s talk about the upcoming
presidential election. As of publication, we
are unaware of how many people are running
for president and who those people are.
But, according to the presidential candidate
application on BoroSync, the only people
eligible to run are those who have completed
three semesters as a full-time student,
served as a congress member for at least two
semesters, served on at least two standing
committees, and have a QPA of 2.5.
Since the congress member numbers have
been dropping like flies over the last few
years, who do we have left who actually meets
that criteria?

Even though the university formed an
EUSGA task force under former university
president Dr. H. Fred Walker last semester
(that he briefly mentioned at his student
office hours on March 22), it doesn’t feel like
anything is improving.
And who’s to blame? EUSGA? The
general student body and apathy? Student
government advisers? I truly don’t know.
What I do know is that this university’s
student government is going to continue to
flop without the help of everyone on campus.
That being said, voting for the next EUSGA
president begins on Thursday morning. Vote,
get involved, do what you have to in order to
keep yourself in the know.
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Caring for the Earth
With all of the activities associated with Earth Day
(April 22) occurring this month, it’s important that
we citizens strive to find ways to save the planet for
future generations before it’s too late. We must embrace
renewable energy provided by the sun in the form of
solar, wind, and wave power, all of which have seen
dramatic reductions in their cost.
But what to do about fossil fuel emissions, the primary
cause for global warming and the increased frequency
and intensity of hurricanes, floods, and wildfires costing
billions of dollars and causing untold human misery?
Citizens’ Climate Lobby advocates a carbon fee and
dividend program that “puts a price on carbon” by
charging an increasing fee on fossil fuel emissions and
using the proceeds to pay a monthly dividend to all
citizens. Most of us will come out ahead and the program
will provide an incentive for everyone to move away from
fossil fuels as they gradually become more expensive.
Citizens’ Climate Lobby meets on the third Wednesday
of the month at the Robert Macoskey Center on the
campus of Slippery Rock University. I urge those of you
who are students or have children and grandchildren
who will live to the end of this century to join us before
we wind up leaving you with a planet that is much less
habitable than what we have been experiencing today.
We’ll be at several Earth Day events at Slippery Rock
University on April 18 and 21; and at the Earth Day
Summit in Erie on April 22. Seek us out and join the
movement!

Cartoon: Elijah Kutzavitch

Bruce Cooper
Citizens Climate Lobby

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of veriﬁcation, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Your privacy and the internet
By Los Angeles Times
Editorial Board
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President Donald Trump speaks in the Rose Garden of the White House on April 12. On
Friday, he announced ‘precision strikes’ against Syria’s chemical weapons program.

What was right and wrong about Trumpʼs
Syria strike, according to The LA Times
By Los Angeles Times
Editorial Board

It has been clear for some
time — telegraphed in
typically blustering language
on Twitter — that President
Donald Trump intended
to make Syrian President
Bashar Assad pay a price
for the poisoning deaths
of dozens of people earlier
this month in the rebel-held
town of Duma. On Friday
evening, Trump announced
that he had indeed ordered
“precision strikes” on
facilities associated with
Syria’s chemical weapons
program and that they were
being coordinated with
the armed forces of Britain
and France. On Saturday
morning, Trump and other
administration officials
declared the mission a
success.
Whatever one thinks
of the wisdom of Trump’s
decision, he is right to see
the use of chemical weapons
as especially abhorrent.
Of course, conventional
weapons also cause death
and injury, and a child killed
by a barrel bomb is just as
dead as a child poisoned by
sarin or chlorine gas. But for
a century, chemical weapons
have been viewed by
civilized nations as beyond
the pale. The descriptions in
recent days of Syrian victims
gasping, trembling and
foaming at the mouth only
reinforces that view. If the
deployment of such weapons
in Syria goes unpunished,
other governments and
movements might be
emboldened to violate that
prohibition. That Britain
and France were willing to

participate in the strikes
with the United States is
proof that alarm about these
atrocities isn’t unique to the
United States.
Whether this weekend’s
attack will succeed in its
objective of deterring
Assad from using chemical
weapons is less clear. On
Saturday, Trump tweeted,
“Mission Accomplished!”
and a Pentagon
spokeswoman said that U.S.
officials believed the strikes
had “significantly crippled”
Assad’s ability to carry out
future chemical weapons
attacks. Yet Lt. Gen. Kenneth
F. McKenzie, the Pentagon’s
Joint Staff director,
acknowledged that “there’s
still a residual element of the
Syrian program that’s out
there.”
Of course, the risk of
such a strike is that it will
further entangle the United
States in this tragic and
terribly complex conflict,
and that it will lead,
ultimately, to confrontation
with Russia, Iran and other
powers involved in the
region. Trump has asserted
repeatedly that he wants to
disengage from Syria, yet
in his address to the nation
Friday evening, he said: “We
are prepared to sustain this
response until the Syrian
regime stops its use of
prohibited chemical agents.”
And Nikki Haley, the U.S.
ambassador to the United
Nations, told an emergency
Security Council meeting
Saturday that the U.S. is
“locked and loaded” for
further military action in the
event the Syrian regime uses
chemical weapons again.
If Trump indeed decides

further military action is
necessary — and we firmly
hope that it will not be — he
should seek authority in
advance from Congress, as
he should have done in this
case. He also should seek
approval for the current
deployment of 2,000 troops
engaged in combating the
remnants of Islamic State.
In his speech, Trump
reiterated that he intends
to withdraw those U.S.
forces once they complete
their mission, adding that
“America does not seek an
indefinite presence in Syria.”
That was an implicit rebuke
to those who have argued
that the U.S. should use its
military presence in Syria
not only to deter Assad from
using chemical weapons
but also to undermine his
influence or even drive him
from power.
Some of those who
believe the U.S. should play
a larger role in the Syrian
conflict had hoped that
Trump’s retaliation for the
use of chemical weapons
in Duma would be an
attack powerful enough to
destroy much of Assad’s
military. The president,
wisely, rejected that advice.
A more ambitious military
strike would have posed
the immediate danger
of a confrontation with
Russian forces and other
consequences, not all of
them foreseeable.
Trump said Friday that
“the purpose of our actions
tonight is to establish a
strong deterrent against the
production, spread and use
of chemical weapons.” He
was right not to extend the
mission to regime change.

The clearest lesson from Facebook Chief
Executive Mark Zuckerberg’s 10 hours of
testimony on Capitol Hill this week is that
members of Congress don’t have much of a
grasp on what the privacy problems are online,
let alone how to fix them. The recent revelations
about Facebook and Cambridge Analytica,
however, should make at least one thing
abundantly clear to lawmakers: Consumers
need more control over how their personal
information is used and shared online.
Making his first appearances before Congress,
Zuckerberg testified at three Senate and House
committee hearings about a variety of hot
topics, from Russian influence on the 2016
presidential election to alleged partisan bias by
Facebook’s content moderators. He probably
would not have made the trip, though, if not for
the news that the political data firm Cambridge
Analytica had improperly obtained information
about 87 million Facebook users from the
developer of a popular Facebook app.
Facebook learned about the unauthorized
disclosure late in 2015 but did not tell its users
about it until this year. That’s problem No.
1. Congress has dragged its feet for years on
legislation to compel timely disclosures of data
leaks, effectively preventing the market (that
is, consumers) from punishing companies that
don’t safeguard the personal information they
collect. Mandating those disclosures is long
overdue.
More broadly, the incident showed how
seemingly innocuous personal data could
be used in unexpected and non-innocuous
ways. Cambridge Analytica developed
“psychographic” profiles of millions of
individuals, by name, in an effort to help its
clients — including Donald Trump’s presidential
campaign — sway the results of elections. The
company sought to take advantage of users’
susceptibilities to craft political messages and
influence their votes.
It’s safe to say that few of those 87 million
people understood that using Facebook to share
items with friends would shape how a political
candidate would try to win their support. That’s
problem No. 2. Sites and services online will tell
you — often in tiny type and legalistic language
— how they plan to use your data themselves.
And if they intend to share or sell your data,
they’ll generally tell you that too. But they won’t
tell you how those other sites and services will
use your information.
Facebook insists that it doesn’t sell its
users’ data. Instead, it sells advertising space,

and it uses what it knows about you to
target advertisers’ messages for a fee. More
problematic are the data brokers that gather
data, then sell it to others to use for ... whatever.
Ultimately, the threads of information captured
about us on sites across the internet get woven
into remarkably complete profiles, which can
be used to shape what we see online, the prices
we pay, the secrets we reveal, the opportunities
offered to or withheld from us.
Some brokers build their databases with data
collected by other companies. Others, such as
Evite, a site for sending invitations online to
events, and Edmunds, a car review site, sell data
collected from their own visitors to marketers
for use elsewhere — a twist that few of those
sending invites to their kids’ birthday parties or
shopping for a vehicle may fully appreciate.
Even Facebook, though, assembles and
digests information about internet users in
unexpected ways. Like Google, it spreads a data
dragnet far beyond its own site and apps such as
Instagram and Messenger, collecting personal
data even from people who aren’t on its social
network.
Federal law offers protections for medical
data collected by doctors and hospitals, and
for financial data and information collected
from minors. But those safeguards have
truck-sized loopholes. For example, the
medical information you might enter into a
health-focused website isn’t covered by those
privacy protections because the law doesn’t
apply to such sites. Nor does the prohibition
on collecting data from minors stop sites from
sharing some types of data about minors that
they collect from adults.
What’s missing is a baseline set of rules to
ensure that all online sites, services and apps
reveal what they’re collecting and why, and give
people a meaningful say over whether and with
whom their data is shared — in plain English.
That sort of transparency and control isn’t a
threat to the advertiser-supported internet;
users will no doubt continue to trade away some
element of their privacy for content and services
they value. But that exchange should be fair and
fully informed, rather than simply an engine for
the lucrative data-brokering business.
Concerns about privacy cross the political
spectrum, and the Cambridge Analytica scandal
presents Congress an opportunity to act. If it
doesn’t, it can expect to see more states take up
measures like the Consumer Right to Privacy
Act, a measure that proponents are trying to put
on the California ballot in November. Unless
Congress wants a patchwork quilt of privacy
laws for the internet, it needs to get moving.
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A protester with a placard stands outside the Hart building where Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg testifies before the Senate judiciary and commerce committees on Capitol Hill
over the social media data breach, on April 10 in Washington, D.C.

Comey, Trump square off over new book, but both have sinned
By Harry Litman
Los Angeles Times

With the official publication on Tuesday of
former FBI Director James B. Comey’s memoir,
“A Higher Loyalty,” another round opens in the
Washington wrestling match between Comey and
the president of the United States.
Trump, self-cast in the evil wrestler mode, as
he puts it, “When someone attacks me, I always
attack back ... except 100x more,” launched into
some pre-game trash talk over the weekend.
With words that literally could not have come
from any other president, Trump called his
antagonist a “proven leaker and liar” and a “weak
and untruthful slimeball.”
Trump opponents, meanwhile, have cast
Comey as the Avenging Angel, a role he in fact has
been happy to adopt, beginning with the title of
his book, which suggests a career in public service
above politics and marked by fealty to fairness and
the rule of law.
Comey has, however, made it clear that he too
will not be an altogether gentlemanly adversary. In
his ABC-TV interview, he disparaged Trump as a
“serial liar” who “treats women like meat” and “is a
stain on all who work for him.” Parental discretion
will be advised in the coming days.
We know the White House strategy: Trump’s
supporters and Trump himself will not try to
defend the president’s behavior. The goal will be
to defame Comey and place him at the center of a
mythical, tyrannical Deep State.
In truth, the president’s forces have some
material to work with, and the publication of the

memoir gives them more.
For starters, there is Comey’s unprofessional
treatment of the Hillary Clinton email probe,
most notably the decision to offer, gratuitously, his
personal opinion that Clinton had been “extremely
careless” in her handling of classified information
as he announced that the bureau would not pursue
criminal charges.
Comey’s defense of his conduct is weak. He sets
out the factual context of the decision and his own
anxiety and misgiving about it, then offers that if
he could do it again, he would try to find “a better
way to describe Secretary Clinton’s conduct than
‘extremely careless.’ “
But the obvious lesson eludes him, which is that
offering the postscript of his personal impressions,
however delicately phrased, was an improper
arrogation of power. In fact, he should have stuck
to investigation, announced his decision to not
bring charges (in which it turns out every member
of the FBI on the case concurred), and left the
stage. We will never know whether his casting
judgment on Clinton’s behavior, along with his
subsequent decision to re-open the probe and
announce it publicly too, may have thrown the
election to Trump.
The same strain of self-righteousness emerges
in Comey’s revelation that he “must have” been
factoring in his assumption that Clinton was going
to win the election when he made his decisions
about the email probe. His rationalization is that
Clinton’s tenure would have seemed less legitimate
had the re-opened probe not come to light before
the election. Even if this were so, and it is dubious,
it is not the sort of calculation that the FBI is

tasked with making.
A similar imperiousness informs a series of
subtle and not-so-subtle digs at more or less the
entire Department of Justice leadership during his
time in office, including Loretta Lynch, Sally Yates,
Rod Rosenstein and Jeff Sessions, all of whom
fail to measure up to his beau ideal of ethical
leadership.
So Comey is not the apotheosis of prosecutorial
virtue. He is not, for example, special counsel
Robert S. Mueller III, and one is left to wonder
how Mueller would have approached and handled
the decisions Comey was faced with. But judging
the former director’s record by that standard
misses the most important takeaway from his
memoir. In the “forest fire” (Comey’s term) of the
Trump presidency, the indispensable aspect of the
record he presents is its highly credible account of
possibly criminal conduct by the president. In this,
Comey is a careful and honest witness. None of his
failings undermines his version of events involving
Trump’s efforts to shut down the Russia probe.
There is also no doubt about Comey’s largely
admirable record of public service as a prosecutor,
deputy attorney general and FBI director. He was
a strong and popular director, contrary to the
president’s assertion. He is rightly lionized for his
courageous stance in favor of the rule of law when
the George W. Bush White House tried to ram an
illegal surveillance program through the DOJ and
past an ailing Atty. Gen. John Ashcroft.
There’s a more fundamental reason that
Comey’s feet of clay are not worth dwelling on.
Trump’s presidency presents a deadly serious
challenge to constitutional norms and the rule

of law. We should be resolutely clear-headed in
recognizing the gravity of the stakes. It would
be a mistake to contrast Trump’s tenure with an
idealized account of government virtue where
public officials are without blemish. Perfection
isn’t the goal, just restoring our government to
normalcy, with normal failings, and extirpating
the abnormal dangers of the Trump presidency.
Comey committed his share of standard
Washington venial sins. His flaws, though, fall
within the norms of constitutional values and an
unquestioned commitment to the proposition that
no person is above the law. The Trump presidency,
at first seemingly a buffoonish interlude, has come
to present a genuine threat to that foundation.
Repairing it will require vigilance and dedication
even after Trump is gone.
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NASA is about to step up its planet-hunting game with the
launch of TESS, satellite designed to search for exoplanets
By Amina Khan

Los Angeles Times
On a cold, clear night in January,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
astrophysicist George Ricker and his students
stepped onto a rooftop on campus and aimed a
camera at the highest point in the sky.
That camera, an engineering model of the
four being launched with NASA’s TESS mission,
revealed a night so thick with stars that they
obscured the normally distinct constellations.
“In two seconds you could see things that were
a hundred thousand to a million times fainter
than what you could see with your naked eye,”
said Ricker, the mission’s principal investigator.
The test offered a small taste of what TESS,
the Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite, will
discover after it launches, which could occur as
soon as Monday afternoon. The spacecraft will
scan almost all of the sky for neighboring stars,
searching for the dips in their brightness that
signal the presence of a planet.
The goal: to find planets that are smaller than
Neptune, with a radius less than about four
times that of Earth. Scientists will then use other
telescopes to measure the masses of 50 of them.
A few of the worlds TESS finds may be small,
rocky bodies, like Earth. And a few of those
might, just possibly, be habitable places for life as
we know it.
“It’s very exciting,” Ricker said. “We’re getting
a chance to potentially answer a question that
humanity’s always been interested in: What’s in
the sky? And are there other beings, other places
like Earth?”
Astronomers have been searching for planets
beyond our solar system for decades.
Some of their first discoveries were confirmed
in the 1990s. Among them were exoplanets that
were detected by ground-based telescopes that
looked for the periodic wobble in a star’s motion
caused by a planet’s tiny tug, a technique known
as the radial velocity method. Others were found
by searching for variations in the predictable
rhythms of pulsars.
About 325 exoplanets had been discovered
by the time NASA launched the Kepler Space
Telescope in 2009. It employed the transit
method, staring deep into a patch of sky and
looking for the shadows cast by planets as they
crossed in front of their host stars.
Kepler was a full-time planet hunter, and
it revolutionized astronomers’ understanding
of exoplanets. It was particularly interested in
finding Earth-sized planets orbiting sun-like stars

at a distance where water on the surface could be
stable in liquid form, the so-called habitable zone.
To date, data from its primary mission have
turned up 2,343 confirmed and 2,244 candidate
exoplanets and revealed that there could be more
planets than stars in the Milky Way. Many of
them are in multiple-planet systems, and a large
share of them appear to be super-Earths, a class
that’s bigger than our planet but smaller than
Neptune.
TESS, which is managed by NASA’s Goddard
Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., will take
the torch that Kepler lit and run with it.
Kepler stared at just one small patch of the
heavens whose stars are up to 3,000 light-years
away. That made it difficult to conduct follow-up
studies with other telescopes.
TESS, by contrast, will target stars that are
less than 300 light-years away, and it will look in
nearly all directions.
“Kepler took a poll of stars in the galaxy to
find out what planets they harbor,” said Natalie
Batalha, Kepler’s project scientist at NASA Ames
Research Center. “TESS is getting to know the
neighbors.”
It will do that with four cameras, each focused
on a different part of the sky. Together, the
cameras will stare at a vertical strip of the celestial
sphere stretching from the pole to the equator,
proceeding to a new strip every 27 days.
TESS will be on the lookout for the regular
drops in brightness caused by a planet crossing in
front of its stellar host and blocking a tiny amount
of starlight. The bigger the planet is relative to its
star, the deeper the drop. The more frequently
these dips occur, the shorter a planet’s orbit and
the closer it is to its star. Scientists need to witness
these dimmings multiple times before they can
tell whether it’s truly evidence of a circling world.
It will take about a year to scan the heavens
above the Southern Hemisphere and another year
to finish the Northern Hemisphere. By the end of
its two-year primary mission, it will have imaged
roughly 85 percent of the sky. Astronomers
anticipate that TESS will find on the order of 500
super-Earths, a type of planet that doesn’t exist in
our solar system.
“The number of known planets in the solar
neighborhood is slowly growing right now,”
Batalha said. “TESS will bust that open wide.”
Because they lie so close to us, the stars in TESS
survey will be brighter, which will make it easier
for future missions like NASA’s James Webb Space
Telescope to search for signs that their planets
could be habitable.
That work will require telescopes to examine

Swastika drawings
found outside dorm
rooms of 2 University
of Miami students
By Charles Rabin
Miami Herald

MIAMI, The University of Miami is the latest place
to be hit by a national surge in anti-Semitic vandalism.
In separate events four days apart last week at two
residential colleges on the Coral Gables campus,
someone drew swastikas on a board outside the dorm
rooms of two female students. The offensive symbols
showed up April 10 and April 14 during the same week
as Holocaust Remembrance Day.
In one of the incidents, sexual comments were
included. Rabbi Mendy Fellig, who runs Chabad at
the University of Miami, called it an unusual event at
a school where he has counseled students and staff for
decades.
“This is not behavior that fits at the University of
Miami community,” Fellig said. “We’re a very giving
and accepting community. This is an anomaly.”
University of Miami police, who are looking into the
incidents, refused comment. A university spokesman
also refused to provide additional details, referring
questions to a one-page letter penned by UM President
Julio Frenk, who promised that anyone found to have
drawn the swastikas will be held accountable.
“The University of Miami embraces the rich
diversity of our community and promotes a climate of
respect for the dignity of every person,” Frenk wrote
to UM students. “We know that the vast majority of
the members of our community adhere to these core
principles. Sadly, we sometimes encounter acts of
discrimination, intolerance and hatred, which do not
represent who we are and must be met with a firm
response.”
As of Monday, police had not apprehended a
suspect.
In late February the Anti-Defamation League
released the results of an audit for all of 2017 and
reported that Anti-Semitic attacks had risen by more
than 60 percent from the previous year, the highest
total since it began recording results in 1979. In
all, the organization said 1,986 acts of vandalism,
harassment or assault were reported to the ADL by law
enforcement.
Fellig, the UM Chabad leader, said the school
is taking the incidents very seriously. “It could be
anything from nefarious to silly students just doing
something they don’t understand.”
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From left, NASA Astrophysics Division director Paul Hetz, TESS deputy director of
science Sara Seager, TESS principal investigator George Ricker, and TESS project
manager Jeff Volosin discuss the upcoming launch of NASA’s next planet hunter, the
Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) at NASA Headquarters in Washington, D.C.
the tiny fraction of starlight that passes through a
planet’s thin shell of atmosphere (if it has one) and
look for the fingerprints of life-friendly molecules
like free oxygen, methane and water. Separating
those weak signals from the rest of the star’s
light will be exceedingly difficult for small, rocky
planets with compact atmospheres.
“They’re going to become not just names in
a catalog, they’re going to become destinations,
they’re going to take on personalities,” Batalha
said of those planetary profiles. “We’re going to
learn so much more about them than we ever
could with the Kepler planets because they’re so
nearby.”
TESS will be primed to identify the worlds
circling red dwarfs, the small, dim stars that make
up about three-quarters of the stars in the sky.
Red dwarfs are so small that their planets seem
relatively big, which makes them easier to detect.
And because the stars are so dim, their habitable
zones are much more compact, which means
TESS could witness multiple transits within each
of its 27-day observing periods.
The space-based telescope could also study all
kinds of other celestial phenomena, including
supernovas, flare stars and active galaxies.
“When you have a space mission in the sky,
usually your best discoveries aren’t the ones you
planned,” said MIT astrophysicist Sara Seager, the
mission’s deputy science director.
Because of those tight observing windows,
the spacecraft won’t be able to pick up planets

with longer Earth-sized orbits, as Kepler could.
But since the 13 observation strips in each
hemisphere overlap at the poles, TESS will have
eyes on both the northern and southern polar
skies for nearly a year at a time. In a few years, if
TESS’s two-year mission is extended long enough,
it could eventually find the kinds of rocky,
habitable-zone planets that Kepler could.
And TESS could potentially last much longer
than Kepler, which is expected to run out of fuel
within the next few months.
That’s because Ricker’s team designed a new
kind of orbit, a highly elliptical 13.7-day trip
that allows the spacecraft to avoid damage from
Earth’s Van Allen radiation belts, while also
bringing it close enough to regularly send back
loads of image data. The orbit is so stable that the
spacecraft won’t need to burn up fuel to keep itself
in place.
“I cannot wait for the data to roll out,” said
Debra Fischer, a Yale University astronomer who
is not involved in the mission. “It is just going to
be incredibly exciting.”
Humans haven’t developed the technology to
reach even the nearest stars, but that may change
in the coming generations, Ricker said. If it does,
Earth will already know where to send small
robotic explorers.
“We basically will have discovered the most
interesting systems,” he said. “The TESS planets
are going to be the ones you’re going to look at.”

FDA launches criminal investigation into unauthorized
herpes vaccine research by Southern Illinois University professor
By Marisa Taylor

Kaiser Health News
The Food and Drug Administration
has launched a criminal investigation into
research by a Southern Illinois University
professor who injected people with his
unauthorized herpes vaccine, Kaiser Health
News has learned.
SIU professor William Halford, who
died in June, injected participants with his
experimental herpes vaccine in St. Kitts and
Nevis in 2016 and in Illinois hotel rooms in
2013 without safety oversight that is routinely
performed by the FDA or an institutional
review board.
According to four people with knowledge
about the inquiry, the FDA’s Office of
Criminal Investigations is looking into
whether anyone from SIU or Halford’s
former company, Rational Vaccines, violated
FDA regulations by helping Halford conduct
unauthorized research. The probe is also
looking at anyone else outside the company
or university who might have been complicit,
according to the sources who asked not to
be identified because of the sensitivity of the
matter.
The FDA rarely prosecutes research
violations, usually choosing to
administratively sanction or ban researchers
or companies from future clinical trials,
legal experts said. Even so, the agency
is empowered to pursue as a crime the
unauthorized development of vaccines and
drugs, and sometimes goes after such cases to
send a message.
In this case, human-subject violations
would be deemed especially serious given
Halford was not a medical doctor and had
injected people with his experimental vaccine
without any routine oversight, experts said.
“Since the research appears to be an
effort to totally evade FDA oversight and is
egregious, it makes sense the FDA would
investigate it as a criminal matter,” said
Patricia Zettler, a former FDA lawyer who
was told of the criminal investigation by
KHN. “There is a deterrent effect for others
who might consider this a very brazen
way to get out of human subject and FDA
requirements.”
The FDA declined to comment. Rational

Vaccines did not respond to requests for
comment. An SIU spokeswoman said,
without elaboration, “The government is
investigating and we are cooperating.”
Any resulting criminal prosecution
from the investigation could have political
ramifications.
Rational Vaccines was co-founded with
Hollywood filmmaker Agustin Fernandez III
and the company received millions of dollars
in private investment from investors after the
Caribbean trial, including from billionaire
Peter Thiel.
Thiel, who for months has refused to
respond to questions from KHN, contributed
to President Donald Trump’s campaign and
is a high-profile critic of the FDA. Thiel is
part of a larger libertarian movement to roll
back FDA regulations to speed up medical
innovation.
The sources familiar with the inquiry said
the FDA’s Office of Criminal Investigations,
which has dozens of offices across the
country, began to aggressively pursue the
case weeks ago.
The investigators have interviewed
witnesses across the country, asking them
to identify Halford’s associates, and have
described his actions as possible violations
of human-subject guidelines and of FDA
regulations, the sources told KHN.
The investigators also have expressed
interest in whether Halford’s former
associates at the university or other
researchers and medical professionals outside
the university might have helped or known
about his conduct, the sources said. They also
have raised questions about the company’s
knowledge of the violations.
Rational Vaccines helped oversee the
Caribbean trial, but the 2013 hotel injections
took place before the company was formed.
Under a Supreme Court ruling, a
corporate official may be prosecuted for a
criminal misdemeanor offense under the
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act even
without proof that the official acted with
intent or actual knowledge of the offense.
Initially, university officials and Rational
Vaccines publicly defended Halford’s
research. Rational Vaccines has said it
considered the 2016 trial a success, though
it is unclear what data it used to support that

claim.
After KHN’s investigation revealed that
Halford injected people in the United States,
not just in the Caribbean, Rational Vaccines
took down its website, although it had vowed
to continue research.
SIU, a state university with a medical
school in Springfield, Ill., initially said it
bore no responsibility for the experiments
because Halford conducted the research
independently and overseas.
After Kaiser Health News raised questions
about Halford’s practices, the Department
of Health and Human Services asked the
university to determine whether his activities
violated the institution’s pledge to HHS to
follow human-subject safety protocols for all
research. SIU’s medical school receives about
$ 9 million a year in federal research dollars.
SIU has since acknowledged that Halford’s
conduct violated university rules and
U.S. laws. University officials have denied
knowing about his misconduct, an assertion
that FDA investigators are still probing, the
sources said.
Halford’s actions already raised unusual
legal questions because the FDA would not
ordinarily have jurisdiction over clinical trials
when they occur overseas and the researchers
have not sought FDA approval.
It’s also unclear where Halford
manufactured the vaccine.
If it was manufactured in the United
States, the FDA likely has jurisdiction, said
Zettler, a law professor at Georgia State
University.
The OCI often goes after such cases of
contaminated food, counterfeit or off-label
pharmaceuticals. The office was created
in the wake of a 1988 scandal in which
pharmaceutical executives bribed FDA
officials in exchange for speeding up generic
drug approvals.
While rare, the OCI occasionally
pursues research abuses as a crime. A
GlaxoSmithKline researcher, for instance,
pleaded guilty in 2010 to charges related
to her fabrication of data in a study of
children taking the antidepressant Paxil.
GlaxoSmithKline later agreed to plead guilty
and to pay $3 billion to resolve its criminal
and civil liability in the case.
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Syrian strikes devastate rebels and put an end to pseudo state
By Nabih Bulos

Los Angeles Times
BEIRUT — On a clear day, drivers commuting
into Damascus can glimpse the pulverized
neighborhoods of the Ghouta area on the eastern
flank of the Syrian capital.
Many residents became accustomed to having
their morning coffee to the roar of warplanes
heading out for the near-daily pounding of
Ghouta since its takeover in late 2012 by rebels
opposed to the government of President Bashar
Assad.
Those living on the city’s outskirts could even
see what one resident called a nightly “light show”
when hostilities flared up; it also meant they were
closer to the rebels’ routine salvo of mortar shells
and rockets on central Damascus, a scant six
miles away.
But on Saturday, after more than five years of
a torturous stalemate, the Syrian army entered
Duma, Ghouta’s largest city, and in a grandiose
statement declared the rebels’ onetime enclave
“purified from armed terrorist groups.” The
government refers to rebels as terrorists.
It had taken seven weeks of a brutal, bareknuckled battle that killed and wounded
thousands of people. In addition, the Assad
government and its allies were blamed by many
observers and activists for a suspected chemical
attack April 7 that killed more than 40 people. But

the opposition’s top bastion near the capital was
no more, and officials in Syria and its ally Russia
denied responsibility for any chemical attack.
The retaking of Duma leaves Assad secure in
his seat of power in Damascus, even as his rebel
adversaries flounder to find a way to continue the
fight.
The government also is taking over the rest of
Ghouta, an agricultural area that by the 1990s had
been overrun by factories and workshops, with
laborers living in ramshackle slums, and which
has faced decay and rampant corruption. It had a
ready audience when the “Arab Spring” spread to
Syria in March 2011.
Duma, which would become the heart of the
rebels’ future enclave, was one of the first areas
to erupt in protests; other towns in Ghouta soon
followed.
With the uprising turning bloody, protesters
began to organize into armed factions, including
the Army of Islam faction headed by Zahran
Alloush.
Rebels expelled all government troops from
Ghouta in late 2012. A few months later, they
were conducting raids that reached Abaseen
Square, the northeastern entrance of central
Damascus and less than a mile from the
cobblestoned pathways of the Old City quarter.
Bayan Rehan, an opposition activist from
Duma, said the government’s exit from Ghouta
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The Assad government are being blamed for a ‘suspected chemical attack April 7 that
killed more than 40 people.’

marked the start of a fledgling civil society.
She, along with other activists and former state
employees, saved civil and real estate records
from destruction.
“We tried to rebuild the state institutions...My
group formed the first educational institute...A
local council was formed as well as a medical
system and a civil defense entity,” she said by
phone Sunday. “And there were different strains
of intellectuals: You had Communists, some
secularists, Islamists.”
It became even more stable than Damascus in
some respects, she said, especially since the capital
was full of checkpoints where a young man could
be arrested and pressed into military service.
In 2013 the government decided it had had
enough: It couldn’t stanch the flow of fighters to
Damascus from Ghouta, but it could cauterize the
wound.
The army grabbed transit points into the rebelheld enclave to choke off supplies coming from
Turkey and Jordan, even as other units pushed
the front line away from the capital. (They stand
accused of deploying sarin in a chemical weapons
attack on Ghouta in August 2013 that killed
hundreds.)
It was the beginning of a siege that, Rehan said,
was “worse than shelling, worse than death, worse
even than the chemical attacks.”
Prices became five and even 10 times higher,
forcing people to forgo basic foodstuffs. Sugar was
scarce, so people used saccharin. Animal feed,
ground and mixed with water to make a dough,
took the place of flour.
One checkpoint in northeast Duma, the
Wafideen crossing, Rehan said, became notorious
for soldiers exploiting women sent to get food
from Damascus. It also became known as the
“million pound checkpoint,” a reference to the
exorbitant fees taken by government soldiers as
well as rebels manning each side.
The rebels also dug tunnels stretching into
neighborhoods adjacent to central Damascus
where the army would not go. Capable of
transporting consumer goods, arms, even
vehicles, the tunnels became the backbone of a
siege economy that enriched the main factions in
Ghouta.
Meanwhile, Alloush was now at the zenith of
his power, commanding thousands of men and
an array of armor he displayed in an ostentatious
military parade, televised and uploaded to social
media, in March 2015.
He ruled over a pseudo-state of roughly

400,000 people he grudgingly shared with some
other factions, but ran it with tactics that echoed
those of the government he sought to dislodge in
Damascus.
The factions began to interfere in civil society
organizations, said Rehan, who, as the first female
staffer in Duma’s local council, was the target of
particular scorn.
Dissent was not tolerated. Many activists were
harassed. “It was a policy of silencing the mouths
... . It was the same policy as the regime: If you’re
not with us then you’re against us,” said Rehan.
Alloush launched a bid to rout the other
factions and consolidate his power in Ghouta.
In the chaos, the government began retaking
parts of opposition-controlled areas. The rebels
never bounced back, and, when Alloush was
killed on Christmas Day in 2015 in a government
airstrike, they lost a charismatic leader whom
even the West appeared willing to embrace.
It was during that fractured stalemate that the
government began its Russian-backed campaign
on Ghouta in February.
Employing the same playbook it had used
during its battle for east Aleppo, the government
marshaled its forces around the enclave as the
army began an apocalyptic Russian-backed
airstrike, artillery and rocket barrage, killing 1,700
people and forcing hundreds of thousands to hide
in basements.
That made way for troops slicing Ghouta
into three parts; they subdued each faction in its
separate territory and forced members to accept
safe passage to areas in the rebel-held north.
All that remained was the Army of Islam in
Duma, whose leaders tried to negotiate a deal
allowing them to retain control of the city under
government stewardship, said Mohammed
Alloush, Zahran’s brother and a top official with
the faction, in a phone interview Saturday.
For Damascus, it was a nonstarter. This month
it started pounding Duma again, and was accused
of deploying chemical weapons in an attack that
killed 43 people and wounded about 500 others,
to force a capitulation by the Army of Islam.
About 63,000 people left, including Rehan.
She is among those who went to Idlib, which
is thought to be the target of an upcoming
government campaign. The rebels, despite the
impending battle with loyalist troops, were
concerned with fighting each other.
“I’m in an area with clashes,” Rehan said,
“between rebels.”

Pence speaks out against
One of the solar system’s early
Maduro in reaction to poverty planets didn’t survive, but its
By Carmen Pena
diamonds are now on Earth
Tribune News Service

LIMA, Peru — Vice President Mike Pence Saturday launched a scathing attack against Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro, calling on Latin America to isolate his regime.
Speaking at the eighth Summit of the Americas in Lima, Pence described Venezuela, and Cuba, as
countries where “the tragedy of tyranny is in full display.”
Calling Venezuela “a failed state” where poverty and crime were rampant, Pence said, “The
responsibility for the Venezuelan people’s suffering can be laid at the feet of one man: Nicolas Maduro.”
He accused Maduro of not allowing humanitarian assistance to reach his people and thanked
countries “who have stepped forward to isolate the dictator and his brutal regime through economic
and political means.”
“The U.S. believes it is time to do more, much more,” Pence said. “The United States will not rest ...
until democracy has been restored in Venezuela.”
Colombia, Argentina and Chile joined the U.S., saying they would not recognize the legitimacy of
the Venezuelan elections on May 20, in which Maduro will seek a new term.
“We shall not recognize the results of elections to mask a dictatorship,” Colombian President Juan
Manuel Santos said.
Sixteen countries at the meeting issued a declaration calling for transparent elections in Venezuela
and on international organizations to “immediately implement a program of humanitarian assistance.”
The declaration expressing concern over the “aggravation of the crisis” was signed by Argentina,
the Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia and the United States.
Pence thanked Peruvian President Martin Vizcarra for his country’s decision to cancel the invitation
to Maduro. Venezuela was the only state of the region not invited to the summit, which was attended by
33 countries.
Bolivia and Cuba criticized Peru’s decision not to invite Maduro, attributing it to U.S. pressure.
Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez called it “an affront to all the peoples of our America and a
historic regression.”
Maduro called the summit “a total failure,” saying it had featured only “empty speeches” and
“unpopular hit men kneeling before imperialism.”
A drop in oil prices and quadruple-digit inflation have contributed to an economic crisis in the oilproducing country with a leftist regime, pushing hundreds of thousands of Venezuelans to migrate to
Colombia and elsewhere.
The nations at the meeting, meanwhile, agreed to adopt a series of measures against corruption,
which Vizcarra described as the biggest danger to democracy in the region.
Measures pledged in the document include bolstering the independence of the judiciary,
encouraging the participation of the private sector in the fight against graft, protection to journalists
and others investigating corruption cases, inclusion of anti-corruption clauses in business contracts and
stepping up the fight against money laundering.
“The consensus is very important, as it had not been reached at other summits,” Vizcarra said.
Vizcarra took office in March after the resignation of Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, who was about to face
an impeachment vote over his relations with the Brazilian construction giant Odebrecht.
Several Latin American heads of state have been linked to the company, which has admitted to
paying $788 million in bribes in 12 countries, 10 of them in the region.
Pence, meanwhile, met Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto at a time when tensions run
high over President Donald Trump’s accusations that Mexico was not seriously trying to stem illegal
migration over the border.
The two did not discuss the funding of a border wall planned by Trump, which he wants Mexico to
pay for.
“I think President Pena Nieto understands that he and President Trump have a difference of opinion
on that,” Pence said.
Pence’s talks with Pena Nieto focused on renegotiations of the North American Free Trade
Agreement between the U.S., Mexico and Canada.
Pence said there was a “real possibility” that “we could arrive at an agreement within the next several
weeks on a renegotiated NAFTA that would be a better deal for the American people.”
U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross earlier denied that his country was adopting protectionist
policies.
The summit was overshadowed by the absence of Trump, who canceled his attendance to deal
with the U.S. response to an alleged chemical weapons attack in Syria. The cancellation was widely
interpreted as a sign of U.S. indifference to its relations with Latin America.

By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times

Scientists have found the
first hard evidence of a large
and ancient protoplanet
embedded in extraterrestrial
diamonds that fell to Earth
about 10 years ago.
To be clear, the diamonds
did not fall to Earth on their
own. Instead, they were
discovered inside a small
asteroid that slammed into the
atmosphere over the Nubian
Desert in northeastern Sudan
in October 2008.
And in case you are
imagining large twinkling
space gems, let’s also be clear
that these diamonds are
extremely tiny — the biggest
are about the width of a
human hair.
And yet, in a paper
published Tuesday in Nature
Communications, researchers
say that within these small
diamonds are chemical clues
that suggest they could only
have formed deep within
a Mercury- or Mars-sized
almost-planet that formed in
the chaotic early days of the
solar system.
“What makes this study
so exciting is that it is direct
evidence from an actual
rock that there was a large
protoplanetary body that
is no longer around,” said
Meenakshi Wadhwa, who
studies meteorites at Arizona
State University and who was
not involved in the new work.
“That’s pretty exciting,” she
added.
To come to this conclusion,
the research team led by
Farhang Nabiei of the Ecole
Polytechnique Federale de
Lausanne in Switzerland,
used a high-powered electron
microscope to study the tiny
diamonds inside a thin section

of the meteorite.
Their first line of evidence
that the space rock was a
chunk of what was originally
a large planetesimal came
from the size of the diamonds
themselves.
Diamonds can form in
a few ways, including in
the high-temperature and
high-pressure environments
similar to those found in the
interior of our planet. They
also can be formed by a shock
wave impact that creates a
temporary high-pressure
and high-temperature
environment.
However, these processes
result in different size
diamonds.
“Shock waves produce
very tiny diamonds,” said
Paul Asimow, a geochemist
at Caltech who was not
involved in the new work.
“The diamonds they found are
too big to have been produced
that way.”
That means that the
diamonds had to be formed
toward the center of an object
large enough to produce the
requisite amount of pressure
and heat.
Next, the researchers
turned their attention to
what are known as chemical
inclusions inside the
diamonds. These are small bits
of the chemical environment
that are captured inside the
diamond at the time of its
formation.
“Diamonds make good
containers for inclusions
because they are so rigid and
nonreactive,” Asimow said.
“For most diamonds on Earth,
we can’t tell where they came
from based on the diamond
itself, so instead we look at
inclusions.”
This holds true for
diamonds formed in space as

well. When the study authors
pointed their microscopes
on the inclusions in the
diamonds, they discovered
that each inclusion contained
several different minerals, but
always in the same relative
proportion to those in the
other inclusions.
The researchers took this as
evidence that the diamonds
actually captured these
minerals when they were
bound together in a higherpressure phase, and they have
subsequently decomposed
into lower-pressure phases
within the inclusions.
Furthermore, the authors
explain that the parent
material that eventually
decomposed can form only
under an extremely highpressure environment that
could be found only in a
planetary body between the
size of Mercury and Mars.
Asimow said this all seems
plausible, based not only on
the work outlined in the paper
but also considering what
scientists believe occurred at
the dawn of the solar system.
“A commonplace theory
for the origins of planets is
that there were a lot of small
objects that ran into each
other to make larger objects,”
he said. “It is not surprising at
all that there were Mars-sized
objects that are now gone.”
For example, many
planetary and lunar scientists
believe that it was a collision
between Earth and a Marssized planet that led to the
formation of our moon.
However, he added, this is
the first time that a meteor
has revealed any evidence that
it formed inside one of these
large objects.
And that, he said, makes
this a very cool discovery.
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“Magic: The Gathering Arena” is
set to release everywhere later this
year, but for now, the closed beta is
here to tide fans over. “Arena” stands
out among the crowd of digital
trading card games by speeding up
the traditionally slower-paced Magic
format, while still being true to the
source material. It results in the most
polished and effective digital iteration
of the world-famous card game thus
far.
Currently, cards are acquired
through packs users can receive by
finishing quests that reset every day,
creating an incentive for playing
regularly. The robust deck-building
system is well organized and
transparent, with players also getting
packs through gold that is won
through quests or completing duels.
Each one contains eight cards with
the chance of a “wildcard” — a token
that can be redeemed for any card
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of matching rarity, from common to
mythic. This way, players can build
the decks they want without having
to spend excess gold on packs, or
crafting through another resource like
in contemporaries “Hearthstone” and
“Eternal.” In the full game, a premium
currency, gems, will be purchasable
with real money and used on packs
and extras, but will not be required for
players to expand their collections.
As of right now, “Arena” is
launching with the current standard
block of cards — Ixalan and
Amonkhet —
 so that anyone new to
the card game can have an easier time
translating their in-game cards and
decklists to the real world, in a move
that Wizards of the Coast hopes will
get more players out to their local
venues and playing in tournaments
and pre-release events.
“Arena” also hosts a variety of tips,
tricks and tutorials so that players

from all levels of familiarity with the
game can build a deck that suits their
playstyle, or one that shows them the
ropes. These tips can be found on
loading screens, as well as in the main
menu on the game’s impressive and
responsive user interface that makes it
easy for anyone to hop into player vs.
player battles.
“Arena” is a great way for people
who are just curious about the card
game to learn more, and an even
better way for current fans to play
quick duels with competitive decks
without having to break out their
expensive pieces of cardboard while
playing at local events once or twice a
month. Stay tuned to Arcade for a full
review once the game releases later
this year.
Britton Rozzelle
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

