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Edinboroʼs new strategic plan committee holds open forum

Photo: Anisa Venner-Johnston

The strategic planning committee held a student-focused meeting on Feb. 25.

By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

Edinboro University discussed its next
five-year strategic plan on Feb. 25, in the
shape of a student-focused, open forum.
The forum, held in Pogue Student Center’s
multipurpose room, allowed students to ask
questions about the upcoming process.
The hope for the plan is that it will be used
to guide Edinboro’s yet-to-be-named next
president for the next five years. The search
for that next president is currently ongoing,
with a hiring date intended as approximately
July 1.

Traditionally, Edinboro has a new
strategic plan set in place every five years.
These plans often focus on ways to improve
certain aspects of the school — as will the
new document. Under the leadership of
former university president Julie Wollman,
Edinboro’s last plan ran from 2013-2018.
Before abruptly leaving office, the most
recent former Edinboro president, Dr. H.
Fred Walker, had introduced and detailed
a new strategic plan in fall 2017. Walker’s
longer, 10-year plan, titled “Our Path
Forward,” focused on student success,
attempting to reinstate EUP’s values and

vision for the future, adjusting current
programs, rebranding Porreco College
(Edinboro’s Erie branch campus) and
improving student satisfaction rates.
The construction of that plan featured
working groups and focus groups, along
with the bringing in of an outside consulting
firm.
“[Our Path Forward] was never full
implemented,” Provost and Interim Vice
President for Academic Affairs James Fisher
said, when asked about Walker’s plan. “We
want to honor the work put into that plan
and draw as much as we can out of it.”
The new plan is focused on four aspects
of student success — academic achievement
(graduation and retention rates), student
well-being (student satisfaction and
services), and financial health and
experiential opportunities — and additional
aspects of the university’s success —
institutional health, financial health and
campus climate (employee morale).
“We face some very real challenges,” said
Fisher. “We have the challenge of investing
further in our academic programming and
also an initiative to benefit our students,
while at the same time trying to manage
a fairly tricky financial situation at the
university. We have some budget challenges.”
The strategic plan committee views these
problems as aspects of the university that
affect one another. If student satisfaction
levels are high, retention rates will be high;
low satisfaction levels, low retention rates.
The committee is also looking at
demographic trends. According to a graphic
supplied by the committee, the U.S. public
and private high school graduates began to
dip after the 2012-13 academic year, while
it is expected to fully rebound by 2024-25.
From 2024-25, it then dips again, moving
toward 2031. One can expect they are taking
this pattern into account as they begin to
build the plan.

Athlete honored
Barnes is named PSAC athlete of the week
for the fourth time this season, Page B1

Also in Sports:
— Track wins big at PSAC Championships
— Fighting Scots womenʼs basketball
winning streak continues
— Swimming nabs top 6 ﬁnishes at PSAC meet

See Section B

DeVos Title IX overhaul could make assault harder to report
By Dawn Rhodes
Chicago Tribune

After a University of Chicago student
reported to school officials last year that her
former boyfriend sexually assaulted her, a
school disciplinary board ruled in her favor
and expelled the fellow student she accused.
But that wasn’t the end of the story.
The student who was kicked out then
sued the university, arguing he was denied a
fair chance to defend himself.
In doing so, he joined a growing number
of critics who say that university procedures
for investigating sexual misconduct
under Title IX, a 1972 law prohibiting
sex discrimination in federally funded
educational programs, are themselves
discriminatory against the accused.
Such policies, the pending federal lawsuit
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contends, “emphasize speed of resolution
over due process.”
Now the debate has taken on new
urgency, as President Donald Trump’s
secretary of education, Betsy DeVos, seeks
to undo Obama-era guidelines on how
college officials handle sexual assault claims
against students, which critics said were
unfair to the accused.
Those leery of her proposals, however,
fear an over-correction that will result in
fewer protections for victims and lesser
punishment for perpetrators.
DeVos rescinded her predecessor’s
policies in 2017, months after taking
office, and released the proposed rules last
November, saying they would ensure “due
process rights for all.”
Unlike the Obama administration, which
issued guidelines, DeVos is proposing new

regulations that will have the force of law
once implemented.
Her office now is reviewing tens of
thousands of public comments submitted
during a recent 60-day review period.
Due process proponents have lauded the
proposals, saying they will restore more
fairness to accused students. But some
sexual assault survivors and advocates fear
the rules give the accused too much benefit
of the doubt and will dissuade victims from
reporting assault.
Among the proposed changes:
— Hearings would be required at which
representatives for the accused and the

See Title IX, A3
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“We are in a bit of a demographic trough
right now. In about six years, we are going
to hit another demographic trough,” said
Fisher. “We can’t control that. What we
can control is how we react to that. Where
we recruit students, [and] how we recruit
students.”
Currently, there are about 22 members
on the committee who are working on
the plan, including: Fisher, Monica Clem,
executive director of career development and
experiential learning, Jim Wertz, associate
dean for the college of arts, humanities and
social sciences and Philomena Gill, assistant
vice president for academic success.
Besides Fisher, there are no other senior
faculty on the planning committee. This
was done purposefully by Interim President
Michael Hannan to ensure that there was
a set of faculty members that would be at
Edinboro for years to come and who could
see the plan grow from “the ground up.”
“What President Hannan wanted to avoid
was the appearance, or the reality that
senior leadership would sit in a room and
determine what the plan should be...The
committee, by design, is meant to be more
of a grassroots committee. We are trying to
develop the plan from the ground up,” Fisher
said.
The committee has until Friday, April 19,
to give Interim President Michael Hannan a
draft explaining goals and how they plan to
reach them.
Despite a time of transition, Fisher is
confident in Edinboro’s future.
“We have a really strong foundation at the
university. We have a proud history at the
university. We have a lot of success we can
we proud of. We have a strong identity.”
The Spectator will continue to offer
updates on the strategic plan, as it moves
from the planning stage.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

Make-a-Wish and
Edinboro University
grant a Hawaiian
excursion
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

During a heartfelt halftime show on Feb. 23,
McComb Fieldhouse resembled a Hawaiian luau.
At half-time of Edinboro’s men’s basketball game
against Clarion, 16-year-old Kendall Peterson, of
West Middlesex, received a trip to Hawaii, along with
many other gifts during ‘Boro’s sixth annual Make-AWish Awareness Day.
After senior hoops forward Trey Staunch escorted
Peterson onto the court, two Edinboro University
Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) students
made the reveal by rappelling down from the ceiling
and presenting Peterson with Hawaiian leis.
Other members from Edinboro athletics
provided gifts, including luggage, an iTunes gift
card, LOCASH tickets (Edinboro’s spring concert),
other travel and trip supplies, candy and Edinboro
volleyball merchandise such as a volleyball T-shirt, a
game ticket and an ball autographed by the team, as
that is her favorite sport.
Her trip will be from April 18-24 and will include
multiple opportunities, such as a hiking tour.
Funny, kind-hearted, loving, strong and a refusal
to let the situation get her down, were just a few ways
Kimberly Gilliland, Peterson’s aunt, described her.
“She deserves it,” said Gilliland.
“It’s really nice,” said Peterson, who was diagnosed
with cancer at 11 years old.
She is excited about the trip and appreciates
everything that she received.

See Make-a-Wish, A2

Sports
The cost of
producing
theatre on
campus
See how theatre
students have stepped
up, A4.

Swimming goes to championships,
B3.
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Govʼt shutdown still sending ripples
through scientific research community

Make-a-Wish
From A1

By Julie Rosen

Los Angles Times

Photo: Amber Chisholm

Kendall Peterson and her family were granted a trip to Hawaii at this years Make-aWish awareness day.
Make-A-Wish Awareness Day involves
an annual event and fundraising, in which
$10,281.25 was raised through 2017-2018
donations, making the trip possible.
Edinboro University ranked fourth in
Division II institutions in Make-A-Wish
fundraising for a second straight year.
Behind this success was the selling of
Make-A-Wish stars by the The Edinboro
University Student Athlete Committee

(SAAC), which can be seen in the McComb
hallways.
“It’s really awesome to see someone get
their wish,” said Aubrey Pelletier, a SAAC
member.
Edinboro has raised over $73,000 for the
Make-A-Wish purpose and aim to grant
many more wishes to come.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow

Students learn about
international teas, coffee

Contributed Photo/Graphic: Vecteezy.com

The International Coffee and Tea night was a collaboration between the
Edinboro Chi Alpha chapter and a group of Edinboro international students.
During the event Edinboro students were welcome to taste coffees, teas, and
other traditional drinks from over 10 countries around the world. In addition,
students learned various facts about the drinks, and their countries of origin from
international students representing each country.

Matt Helgeson knew it was time to pull the plug.
For weeks, the University of California, Santa
Barbara professor of chemical engineering had held
out hope that politicians in Washington would find
a way to end the government shutdown. If they did,
his graduate students could still make their longplanned trip to Maryland to conduct experiments at
the National Institute of Standards and Technology’s
Center for Neutron Research in mid-January.
A slot at the NCNR is a precious commodity,
and Helgeson’s students had spent six months
meticulously preparing for theirs. But every day the
shutdown limped on, their prospects dimmed.
The final blow came when President Donald
Trump addressed the nation from the Oval Office
and doubled down on his demand for a border wall,
which Democrats refused to fund.
Helgeson called the two students into his office
the next day. They skimmed the latest headlines to
convince themselves that they had lost their shot.
Nobody at the NCNR could give them any guidance;
most employees were furloughed.
They bailed.
“This is apparently the reality now,” Helgeson told
his students. “It’s really unfortunate that all of your
work and resources are lost because of what is more
or less political infighting.”
More than a month later, the researchers are still
coping with the fallout. Helgeson’s students finally
left for the NCNR on Monday and will work through
the weekend, now that lawmakers have averted a
second shutdown.
They are just a few of the scientists who were
hobbled by the 35-day lapse in federal funding
that began just before Christmas. The government
reopened on Jan. 26, but the shutdown’s effects
continue to ripple through the global scientific
community.
The closing of the NCNR alone affected hundreds
of researchers, and will complicate the center’s
operations for at least six months, according to the
NIST’s own assessment.
Set in the Washington suburb of Gaithersburg,
Md., the NCNR is one of just three neutronscattering facilities in the country. It houses a nuclear
reactor that produces streams of particles, which
scientists use to study superconductors, plastics, drug
compounds and a variety of other materials.
Neutrons don’t carry an electrical charge, so they
can pass right through substances and reveal their
structure and magnetic properties on an atomic level,
said University of California, Berkeley physicist Bob
Birgeneau.
“They are a unique and important probe,” he said,
which is why the NCNR’s instruments are booked up
months in advance.
When the shutdown began, the NCNR’s reactor
had been powered down for routine maintenance
over the holidays. It didn’t come back on in early
January as planned. Instead, the reactor sat quiet
while dozens of staff scientists were forced to stay
home.
The NIST hasn’t released a detailed account of
the full effect on federal researchers. But in a recent
meeting with a committee of the NCNR’s users,
agency representatives shared a few figures that hint
at the broader effect on U.S. research: Taking the
facility’s 29 instruments down for 25 days of planned
operations cost scientists 725 days, nearly two years,
of work and represented $3.5 million in lost value.
More than 100 experiments were canceled,
according to Michael Hore, a materials scientist
at Case Western Reserve University who sits on
the user committee. And 200 to 300 government,
university and industry researchers were directly
affected, Hore estimated, because most experiments
involve a minimum of two or three scientists.
The disruption has created a range of problems,
from the personal to the professional, the economic
to the intellectual.
Many researchers had to absorb hundreds
of dollars in travel expenses for trips that never
happened. Jodie Lutkenhaus, a chemical engineer at
Texas A&M who studies thin films like those used
in anti-reflective coatings, had to pay for a canceled
plane ticket and rental car when her student had to
miss an experiment at the NCNR scheduled for Jan.
23.
Lutkenhaus covered the costs with funds she

normally uses for conference travel and lab repairs.
Now that money “isn’t going toward the pursuit of
academic research,” she said.
One graduate student at the University of
Tennessee had arranged for her in-laws to visit and
care for her young child while she traveled to the
NCNR. She’ll have to make new plans when her
experiment is rescheduled for this spring.
In addition to eating nearly $1,000 worth of travel
costs, Helgeson’s students scrapped the samples they
had planned to analyze. They study the behavior of
tiny particles suspended in fluids and emulsions,
like those used in injection molding and to make
certain kinds of drugs, but the solids can settle out of
solution over time.
“The actual raw materials weren’t all that
expensive,” Helgeson said. “But it is quite a bit of time
for the students to prepare those materials.”
Yumi Ijiri, a physicist at Oberlin College in Ohio,
had the opposite problem: The shutdown meant that
NCNR’s staff could not prepare for her experiment,
which was originally scheduled for this week. It
will be the first time the NCNR uses polarized
neutrons in a new instrument, a technique that
allows researchers to better distinguish the magnetic
qualities of a material from its structural properties.
NIST scientists had to make custom parts and tweak
their software before Ijiri’s team arrived.
“And that all didn’t happen,” she said.
The consequences of the shutdown will spread
over months, and maybe years, as the facility clears
its backlog.
Hore had an experiment planned for this spring,
which will likely be bumped to accommodate
rebookings. “From what I’m told,” Hore said,
“the soonest we can make measurements will be
sometime in the fall.”
One of his graduate students needs those data to
finish his Ph.D.; without it, he’ll likely have to stay
on for another semester or two. “This is holding
him back,” said Hore, who has to find a way to pay
him for the extra time. (One option: Holding off on
having a new student join his lab.)
Indeed, delays could be particularly devastating
for scientists who are just starting out, said
Birgeneau, who studies high-temperature
superconductors like those used in MRI machines
and satellites.
Two post-doctoral researchers in his lab had their
NCNR experiments postponed for several months.
That may not seem like a long time, he said, but postdocs only have a few years to crank out high-impact
work to help launch their careers.
“They are going to be competing for jobs
with other people who weren’t reliant on federal
government facilities that were shut down,” he said.
The closing will hamper many researchers’ abilities
to apply for new grants and additional time at the
NCNR, which is only awarded twice a year, and to
publish scientific papers. Already, the NIST estimates
that the shutdown has held up about 35 research
articles.
Mark Dadmun, a polymer scientist at the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, studies
materials used in 3-D printing and ways to make
them stronger. His January experiment has
been rescheduled for April, and an upcoming
measurement has been pushed even later. The
delay affects not just him but also his partners on a
multimillion-dollar research project.
“I’ve got about three other collaborators that are
waiting for our results,” he said.
Stephen Wilson, a materials scientist at UC Santa
Barbara, said the shutdown puts all U.S. scientists at
a disadvantage. “Science, to a large degree, is a race,”
he said.
Wilson studies materials for quantum computing,
and he’s one of many researchers jockeying to
produce technology that will underpin the next
generation of electronics. The shutdown thwarted his
plans to wrap up a yearlong project with some final
measurements at the NCNR last month.
“It certainly slows down our research,” he said.
“Internationally, people don’t care the reason.”
The NCNR also serves companies such as Toyota,
Dow Chemical, Pfizer, and L’Oreal. The shutdown’s
direct effect on them remains unclear, but it certainly
undermined a primary goal of the center’s industrial
consortium: to provide industry with “predictable
and timely access to neutron facilities,” according to
the NIST’s website.
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Title IX
From A1
accuser would be able to cross-examine each
other.
— College disciplinary officials could have
less power to address alleged misconduct that
happens off-campus or outside an educational
program.
— Universities could choose to use a
more stringent standard of proof, clear and
convincing evidence, rather than the less
rigorous standard of a preponderance of the
evidence.
“We can, and must, condemn sexual
violence and punish those who perpetrate it,
while ensuring a fair grievance process,” DeVos
said when she unveiled her proposals. “Those
are not mutually exclusive ideas. They are the
very essence of how Americans understand
justice to function.”
How such changes might affect lawsuits like
the one involving the University of Chicago is
not clear. But the proposed rules are prompting
Illinois universities to reassess their policies
and confront conflicts between federal and
state law.
Local experts said they appreciated DeVos’
effort to clarify Title IX regulations and the
chance to weigh in with formal comments.
Some also say their school’s current policies
already align with many of the draft rules. But
there’s also concern that changes could create
new bureaucratic challenges and could send
mixed messages about a school’s commitment
to eliminating sexual misconduct.
“There was some sense under the Obama
administration that the pendulum had
swung a little far toward being potentially
overprotective of victims’ rights,” said Jamie
Ball, Title IX coordinator and director of
the Office of Equal Opportunity Access at
Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville.
“My impression now is that it’s maybe a little
under-protective and we’ve gone a little too far
in the other direction.”
In the University of Chicago case, the
student who sued claims a woman he formerly
dated falsely accused him of sexual assault
because she was embarrassed when friends
learned of their ongoing sexual relationship.
But besides challenging the allegation itself,
attorneys for the male student also maintain
he was given little opportunity to defend
himself. For instance, he was not allowed to
review details of the charges against him until
two weeks before the disciplinary committee
hearing took place, the lawsuit says.
“(These policies) stripped away an accused’s
right to cross-examination and right to legal
counsel, lowered the burden of proof to
preponderance of the evidence, and placed
an emphasis on completing any disciplinary
proceedings within 60 days over affording an
accused due process,” the lawsuit states.
The lawsuit also states the committee and
an administrator ignored critical evidence that
would have disproved the assault allegations.
The disciplinary committee unanimously
sided with the female student last June.
Officials concluded that the male student,
among other violations, coerced her into sex,
assaulted her while she was incapacitated,
choked her and violated a prior no-contact
order issued by the university, according to a
copy of the decision included in the lawsuit.
The committee was emphatic in its decision,
noting that, even though the accused student
was close to graduation, the “gravity of the
behavior” warranted the expulsion.
Attorneys representing both University of
Chicago students, who are not identified in the
suit, did not respond to requests for comment.
The university and the female student are
seeking to have the suit thrown out. A
university spokesman declined to comment.
Whatever the outcome of that lawsuit, the
arguments of the expelled student dovetail
with much of DeVos’ rationale for changing
Title IX guidelines.
DeVos herself has lamented the number of
students “forced to go to court to ensure their
rights.”
Here’s how local students and experts
weighed in on some of the proposed rule
changes:
— Cross-examination and student
representatives
The Title IX rules apply only to potential
campus disciplinary action against accused

students, staff or faculty, separate from
any possible criminal proceedings. But the
proposed changes could make the college
disciplinary procedures function more like
courts of law.
One big example is that, under the proposed
rule changes, the students’ representatives
would be able to cross-examine each other
during disciplinary hearings. The current
policy at several schools is for each party to
submit questions in writing instead of allowing
students to directly confront each other. Ball,
of Southern Illinois, said this method had been
effective in gathering facts without risking
additional trauma to students involved.
Ball said she was concerned about the
possibility of students hiring criminal defense
attorneys to represent them.
“I know from my experience that being
questioned by someone with that skill set could
be even more painful than being questioned by
the (accused student),” Ball said.
Sarah K. Wake, associate general counsel at
Northwestern University, cited another issue
for students who can’t or don’t hire an attorney.
“We’d have to train people how to conduct
cross-examination and how to assess or
attack credibility,” Wake said. “I just cannot
imagine how that would play out in a student
disciplinary hearing.”
— How far will a school’s jurisdiction
extend?
One of the proposed DeVos rule changes
that has prompted much hand-wringing is the
extent to which college disciplinary boards
could address conduct that occurs off-campus.
According to the DeVos proposal, a school
“is only responsible for responding to conduct
that occurs within its ‘education program or
activity.’”
Experts say that, depending on
interpretation, that could severely limit a
disciplinary board’s power.
“The way we look at it, that essentially could
mean a student who experiences a sexual
assault in our residence halls goes through
one process, and a student who experiences
a sexual assault in a private party across the
street from that residence hall would have to
go through an entirely different process,” said
Timothy Love, executive director for equity
and compliance and the Title IX coordinator at
Loyola University Chicago.
Serene Singh, a Northwestern senior, said
that policy not only would disadvantage
people living off-campus but also students at
community colleges or smaller schools that
don’t provide on-campus housing.
“That (policy) is missing a lot of where
sexual assault actually takes place,” said Singh,
who directs the campus group Sexual Health
and Assault Peer Educators. “It’s ignoring
the reality of where and how sexual assault
happens.”
— A stricter definition for harassment
The Obama administration defined
harassment as “unwelcome conduct of a sexual
nature.”
DeVos’ proposal would change the definition
of sexual harassment to mean unwelcome
conduct “sufficiently severe and pervasive” that
it interferes with a person’s ability to access
educational programs.
Wake, of Northwestern, said that drastically
limits the scope of behavior that would violate
such a policy.
“It’s going to be a lot harder to prove that
sexual harassment occurred under these
regulations,” Wake said.
— Conflicts between state and federal law
Illinois’ Preventing Sexual Violence in
Higher Education Act, enacted in 2015,
incorporates Obama-era standards that are
now being revised under DeVos.
State law, for instance, forbids crossexamination between an accuser and an
accused student and requires schools to use the
preponderance of evidence standard of proof.
Local experts spotted those discrepancies
and said it would be up to state legislators to
address them.
“It would put us in a very difficult position
and we would have to figure out how to walk
the tightrope between complying with the state
law and complying with federal regulations
that have some serious consequences behind
them,” said Wake of Northwestern.

University seeks speaker
for spring ceremonies
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Edinboro University is seeking a senior,
graduating in May of 2019, to speak at
the spring commencement ceremony. The
senior must have a grade point average of
3.5, have earned a minimum of 60 credits
at Edinboro, and they must be registered

for spring commencement. The office of
the provost sent out an email invitation to
student meeting this criteria. Students who
received this invitation may submit a onepage synopsis of the address to Renee Kirk at
rkirk@edinboro.edu by March 15.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

A.L.I.C.E training opportunity
offered to staff, students
By Lucas Hershelman
Staff Writer

ALICE training is being
offered to the public by the
Edinboro University Police
Department.
ALICE stands for alert,
lockdown, inform, counter
and evacuate. The purpose
of this training is to prep
individuals on how to
prepare in case of an active
shooter situation.
ALICE looks to educate

individuals on how to survive
such a situation, while also
leading others to safety.
In all 50 states, ALICE is
the leading active shooter
response program.
ALICE is not mandatory
training, however, the
department strongly advises
that everyone attend.
There are two session
offered to the university.
Sessions will be held in
the Frank G. Pogue Student
Center Scot Cinema on

Monday, March 11, from 9
a.m. to 10:30 a.m., and on
Tuesday, March 12, from 1
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
To ensure the number of
attendees for each session,
anyone interested is required
to pre-register for the session
they would like to attend.
Please contact Marisa Smith
at smithmj@edinboro.edu, or
by calling 814-732-1648.
Lucas Hershelman
@edinboronow

Early childhood education graduate program
earns national ranking from Online Masters
By Lucas Hershelman
Staff Writer

A national ranking was recently awarded
to Edinboro University’s early childhood
education program for providing “in-depth,
online programming for pre-service and
active educators.”
This month, EU ranked No. 41 in the “Top
50 Best Online Master’s in Early Childhood
Education” programs list by Online Masters.
This topped fellow PASSHE institution, West
Chester University. Online Masters granted
Edinboro additional honors for “Best in Early
Childhood Studies.”
“Educators have a significant responsibility
for preparing young children to become
lifelong learners and the leaders of tomorrow,”
said Dr. Karen Lindeman, head of the early
childhood education graduate program, in a
university press release. “I’m extremely proud
of our faculty and students for meeting this
challenge and dedicating their lives to the
service of children.”
Edinboro gained recognition from
Online Masters by creating a “unique
virtual environment that fosters growth
for tomorrow’s leaders.” Online Masters

also took notice that students in Edinboro’s
program excel in their careers “thanks to the
meticulous curriculum that provides students
to gain a better understanding of early
childhood education.”
“The online master’s in early childhood
education has wonderful professors that
are so helpful in pursuing your degree,”
said student Amber Rice-Hannes in the
press release. Rice-Hannes is a Fairview,
Pennsylvania, native who anticipates
completion of the program in May. “The
format of the online courses are easy to follow
and the coursework is manageable while
having a teaching position in an elementary
school and raising two children.”
The master’s degree is offered online with
a 1-week summer residency on campus.
Students in the early childhood master’s
program are offered to pursue Pennsylvania’s
Early Childhood certification, as well.
To take the 30-credit program, students
must have obtained a baccalaureate degree
from a regionally-accredited institution of
higher education.
Lucas Hershelman | @edinboronow
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Information found in this blotter is courtesy of the Edinboro University Police Department.
Feb. 19, 2019 — A student reported that items were taken from her car while it was parked at the
Pogue Student Center. The investigation is continuing.
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Artist reflects on life’s fragility
“There is no guaranteed tomorrow, only delicate lives.”
This quote from Kattie Jones, an Edinboro art student, exemplifies the themes she
pondered in her solo exhibition, “Echoes,” which showed recently in Bates Gallery.
In her artist statement, Jones acknowledged that things may get broken and loved ones
may die, and hoped to portray each moment: “Thinking about these things makes each
moment even more special to me, and creates a strong connection with every living thing
and person,” she said. “Today, all I have are the memories of what was, and the moments I
crave to know.”

Photos: Nathan Brennan

Kattie Jones’ “Parchment” was one of various works on display in Bates Gallery.

The cost of theatre in Edinboro
Student-led organization brings hope for the future

She continued, “As a human being in need
of answers, I use my process of creation as a
response.”
To do this, Jones lets nature inspire
and guide her as she makes her pieces.
Specifically, she ponders the delicacy of a life
protected by a shell, which can be seen in the
picture to the right, “Scales,” and the picture
below, “Safe.” Thinking about these shell
dwellers, she noticed how they are “free to
change inside safe, shielded walls or wander
around in armor.”

By Jamie Heinrich
Staff Writer

As a result of letting nature guide her, she
took the same approach when it comes to
her work materials.
Using a “loose hand” to make her work,
she noticed that her pieces sometimes
have uncomfortable and detailed textures;
however, that is the goal. “I avoid fighting
the metal I work with, wax I am sculpting,
and the alternative materials I am
combining to show the words and emotions
that I have been taught to be afraid of.”

In the absence of monetary administrative
support, students of the Edinboro University
theatre program have stepped up to keep the
program alive. Recent production, “The Musical
Comedy Murders of 1940,” has incited hope in
the rebuilding of EU’s theatre program.
“The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940”
was produced and funded by Alpha Psi Omega,
an academic honors fraternity whose goal is
to promote theatre on campus. They oversee
the functions of all four theatre organizations
(Alpha Psi Omega, University Players, Dramatic
Activities and All Jokes Aside), and help direct
the theatre as a whole.
The honors organization looks at the show
as a fiscal success. Mikhail Ferree — treasurer
of Alpha Psi Omega, University Players and
Dramatic Activities — said “The Musical
Comedy Murders of 1940” broke even through
ticket sales and even turned a profit. Throughout
the eight showings, Ferree said, “Our show
grossed $1,506.52…These are the largest
numbers we’ve seen in two years here. Hopefully,
this is just the beginning.” Ferree further stated
that the show cost approximately $1,315, which
is 51 percent of Alpha Psi Omega’s annual
budget.
Alpha Psi Omega produced two shows this
school year, including “The Musical Comedy
Murders of 1940,” despite the tight budget.
Though, tight budgets are the trend within the
theatre department as a whole. When asked how
much money the theatre has, Ferree said: “In
short, not much. In truth, not enough. However,
theatre never truly has enough money.”
“Our current budget for the year, between
Alpha Psi Omega, University Players and
Dramatic Activities, is $12,735.62. That is the
money the school has generously given us to
help things run,” said Ferree.
He added: “However, that’s not to say the
theatre as a whole has that much money. That is
the combined total of the three primary groups.
The budget for each group of course is separate
and is spent on functions pertaining to the
particular group’s interest.”
Dr. William Hunter — faculty advisor to
Alpha Psi Omega, Dramatic Activities and
University Players — said,“Historically, most

of the financial end of Edinboro’s theatre
activities has come from EUSGA (Edinboro
University Student Government Association),
and we greatly appreciate what they do for us.”
Hunter continued: “Since the end of the theatre
major and the retirement of Professor (Shawn)
Taylor, the role that the university plays is being
rethought. As a new advisor, along with Dr.
Kathleen Golden, I have been working with the
music and theatre department and the dean’s
office to restart the academic end of the theatre.”
In fall of 2017, Ferree was part of a meeting
along with Maddie Krol (Alpha Psi Omega
president, then vice president) and Torie
Witherow (Alpha Psi Omega vice president,
then pledge) where they reached out to EU’s
administration through Dean Dr. Scott Miller
and made a case for theatre. “It was received
very well, but what we asked for wasn’t more
money, but better organization,” said Ferree. “We
want theatre classes on campus, but our school
doesn’t have the money to simply give it to us.
So, we suggested that including classes that are
already very theatre-based, like ‘Introduction
to Performance,’ may be a cost-effective way
of redeveloping the program, and so far that
message seems to have stuck.”
Going forward, students involved with the
theatre are trying to organize themselves and
form a group that can run in a sustainable way as
a student-led institution. In the aforementioned
meeting with Ferree, Witherow and Miller, Krol
said: “The administration has noticed how much
effort the students have put into the theatre. We
put together a presentation to let him (Miller)
know what our goals are, how we can achieve
them, addressed a lot of problems that would
arise, and then gave multiple solutions as to how
we could ease back into a full program.”
Currently, students involved in theatre are
working on establishing a foothold on campus.
Without an official major, matters may seem
grim for Edinboro theatre, but as students
have continued to reach out to faculty and
administration, they have found many allies to
their cause.
“Fortunately, we have really come together as
a student-led theatre, but it has not been without
challenges,” said Ferree.
Jamie Heinrich | @edinboronow
Graphic | Mason Kuhr/Vecteezy
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Celebrating contributions of black artists through the decades
By Ben McCullough
Photo Editor

Music is the language of the soul. We as
humans share the commonality that every
day, we live our lives through our own pair of
eyes. No matter your race, we all take in the
world around us in some way, internalizing
the experiences that make us who we are.
Expression of oneself comes in many different
forms, but I believe music is a form of art that
comes from deep within. The music and culture
that has come from black Americans has played
a significant role in the formation of American
popular culture.
In the ‘50s and early ‘60s, before the end of
segregation, black musicians had to face the
authority of the police and officials, much like
in the ‘40s, telling them they could not perform
unless crowds were segregated. Artists such
as James Brown and Eartha Kitt eventually
stood up to this and would only play shows
if the crowds were integrated. The music was
for all the people, after all, so why should
they not experience it side-by-side? On some
occasions, the crowds would mix regardless of
what officials had to say. The music brought
the people together, dancing with one another,
disregarding the state of America outside the
venue walls.
Rock and roll, along with the blues,
dominated the popular culture in the 1950s.
African-American blues artists such as B.B.
King and Muddy Waters were on the forefront
of the scene, tapping into their sorrows of love
lost. Both of these artists played with remarkable
precision and spoke more through their guitars
than they did with their lyrics.
B.B. King was lighthearted and always
cracking jokes during his performances, while
somehow playing some of the saddest music
man has made. His booming, powerful voice,
along with his words, often brought audience
members to tears. In 1972, one year after Nixon
incited “The War on Drugs” (the campaign
that led to mass incarceration rates of AfricanAmericans), King played for the prisoners at
Sing Sing prison in New York, some of which
were locked away for life on accounts of
nonviolent crimes.
Along with King, Muddy Waters was one of
the most influential guitarists in the world of
music. Waters was born in Mississippi in 1913;
he played the blues on his acoustic guitar before
moving to Chicago in the ‘40s to play the club
scene. Bands such as The Rolling Stones and
The Jimi Hendrix Experience drew inspiration
from the music of Waters. Keith Richards, the
guitarist of The Rolling Stones, has said that the
very existence of the band can be credited to
Muddy Waters.
When it comes to rock ‘n’ roll in the ‘50s,
pianist and singer-songwriter Fats Domino
led the way. He is one of the pioneers of rock
‘n’ roll, playing fast, up-tempo music which
brought people to their feet. He sold more than
65 million records and had 35 records in the U.S.
Billboard Top 40 during his day.
From the late 1950s, into the early ‘60s

elements of African-American gospel music,
R&B and jazz came together for the creation
of soul music. Forefathers Ray Charles and
Sam Cooke paved the way for other artists
such as James Brown in the 1960s. Brown was
considered the godfather of soul — he was
full of charisma, dancing, twirling and doing
splits while singing and performing. He played
with bands that consisted of piano, guitars,
bass, multiple drums and dancers. He had 110
entries on Billboard’s Hot R&B/Hip-Hop charts,
with hits like “Get Up Offa That Thing” and
“Say It Loud — I’m Black and I’m Proud.” On
April 5, 1968, the day after the assassination of
Martin Luther King Jr., Brown was scheduled to
perform in Boston, Massachusetts. Boston, like
many cities at the time, was experiencing rioting
and violence in the streets. The city decided to
air his show live on local TV in an attempt to
keep people inside. The following day, Brown
walked the streets of Boston, speaking with
people, personally asking them not to riot and
telling them that there must be a better way.
In the mid- to late-‘60s, another AfricanAmerican music pioneer by the name of Jimi
Hendrix rose to stardom. Hendrix was born
in Seattle in 1942 and sadly passed away at the
young age of 27. I think the world would be
a different place if Hendrix was still around.
He spoke from a place of love, and his tranquil
demeanor made it seem as if he was not bound
by the chains of society, or by the hate that
seems to fuel so many people. He spread the
word of love, not just for the hippies and the
counterculture, but for everyone. At the time
and even today, no one played a guitar the way
Hendrix did. He drew upon the influence of
blues, from other black musicians such as B.B.
King and Buddy Guy, while putting his own
spin on it with his fuzzy, explosive sound of
psychedelic rock. In 1969, the year before his
death, he played his iconic rendition of “The
Star Spangled Banner” at Woodstock. It was a
symbol of American appreciation and identity
performed for so many people who opposed
what America was about.
As the ‘70s rolled around, rock ‘n’ roll and
psychedelic rock were prominent in the music
scene. Disco was also born in the early ‘70s,
gathering sounds from black soul artists, except
most of the music was geared towards dancing
and the dance-club culture. Disco played a
major role in the fashion trends at the time, and
although African-Americans were the pioneers
of disco and the style, many other subcultures
appropriated the trends.
The band Earth, Wind & Fire was one of
the biggest disco/soul/funk bands of the ‘70s,
with hits like “September” and “Let’s Groove.”
They are a big band consisting of guitars, bass,
multiple percussionists and keyboard players
that are still touring today, although they have
gone through several dozen members.
When it comes to psychedelic music, the band
Funkadelic put an experimental spin on soul
and funk influences to create an electronically
driven big-band sound. The band formed when
George Clinton (of the group the Parliaments)
joined forces with his live backing band to
begin writing music for Funkadelic. The group
consisted of all African-American musicians
and vocalists. They have millions of hits on
Spotify, have been inducted into the Rock and

Roll Hall of Fame and have received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Record Academy.
The 1980s saw a wide variety of popular and
mainstream genres such as pop, hard rock,
metal, hip-hop and electronic music. Some of
the most famous legends in music came out of
this time period. Black artists such as Michael
Jackson, Prince and the band Bad Brains stood
out among many artists.
Michael Jackson, also known as the “King of
Pop,” is the third best-selling artists of all time.
He got his start working with his family’s band,
The Jackson 5, when he was only 5 years old. He
released some of the most popular songs of the
‘80s, such as “Beat It,” “Billie Jean” and “Thriller,”
all with sales in the millions. Jackson seemed to
take James Brown’s stage presence and add some
of his own dance moves.
Bad Brains were an all-black punk-rock group
from Washington, D.C. They are considered
to be among the pioneers of hardcore music.
They played fast, high energy punk beats and
yelled in your face while kids ran around stage
diving and moshing. Their lyrics spread the
words of “positive mental attitude,” along with
taking shots at the government, police and the
societal system, and rightfully so. The band was
blackballed from clubs and venues all over D.C.
in 1979, with no official statement made from
any of the venues.
However, powerful black artists spreading the
righteous anti-government word doesn’t seem
like something the U.S. government would want
the public to hear. They moved to New York
and joined the punk and hardcore scene there.
The band wrote and played hardcore punk and
metal music throughout the ‘80s and then began
writing rasta-infused rock music in the early
‘90s.
With the ‘90s came the huge mainstream
wave of rappers, DJs and hip-hop artists.
The hardcore punk scene also really began
to expand and make its presence known all
across America. Rappers and rap groups began
to speak up against things such as systematic
police brutality, oppression and other unlawful
acts that were taking place against their people
at the time. Rap group Public Enemy was on
the forefront of the scene, with their radical
criticism of American politics and media.
Public Enemy has made music as recent
as 2015, but their glory days were in the ‘90s.
The group was formed in the mid- to late- ‘80s
by Chuck D and Flavor Flav when they were
students at Adelphi University. Their music
was critically acclaimed and their first four
albums went either gold or platinum. They
were influenced by freeform jazz, funk and
R&B, making hard hitting beats with lyrics
that supported black communities and dissed
American politics.
One of the first all-female rap groups, Salt-NPepa, formed in the mid ‘80s and had a major
impact on the rap and hip-hop scene. The group
originally consisted of the members Cheryl
James (Salt) and Sandra Denton (Pepa), while
Latoya Hanson was replaced early on by Deidra
Roper, who went by the name DJ Spinderella.
In 1995, they won the Grammy for Best Rap
Performance by a Duo or Group. They overcame
misogyny in the scene and gave a new meaning
to being a feminist through their sexualized
content that challenged the double standard and

Dream Theater
“Distance Over Time”
This album serves as an ego check, as it
encourages you to work your imagination,
yet not at the expense of others. It represents
the truth that a person, song and band gets
respects where it is earned.
Standout Tracks: “Fall Into the Light,”
“Paralyzed” & “Untethered Angel.”

trend of objectifying women in hip-hop.
In the early 2000s through today, black
musicians and artists are involved in all
spectrums of the culture of music. Rap and hiphop artists such as Kanye West and Lil Wayne
paved the way as two of the biggest names in
rap. Both artists hold spots on the Rolling Stones
Top 500 Albums of All Time list. West has won
240 musical awards to date and Wayne has won
64. West is also an critically acclaimed producer,
working with artists such as Britney Spears,
Jay-Z, Maroon 5 and Kid Cudi, along with
producing all of his own records.
Rapper and producer Tyler the Creator has
also made an important impact to the world
of hip-hop and rap. He has worked on the
production of all of his albums, maturing his
sound more and more with each record. He has
been making music since he was 17 and now
runs his own clothing line. He preaches for
people to do what you want and be whoever you
want to be. In interviews, he often speaks about
the importance of creativity and expressing
yourself artistically, which I think is a very
important trait to have in our world of diluted,
run-of-the-mill art.
The world of progressive rock and metal
plays a major role for the lovers of intricate
instrumental arrangements and heavy guitar
riffs. The band Animals As Leaders was created
as a solo project by guitarist Tosin Abasi. Abasi
is the son of two Nigerian immigrants, and he
is a self-taught musician. He is one of the most
talented guitarists in the world of prog-rock and
has toured with legendary guitarists Steve Vai,
Joe Satriani and Zakk Wylde. He has his own
signature guitar through Ibanez and now has his
own brand of guitars and equipment.
Today, some of the best bands in hardcore
music feature black artists, showing talented
black artists tap into all forms of music. Aaron
Heard, the vocalist for the band Jesus Piece,
expresses his thoughts through blaring, ragefilled music. He uses his outlet to speak about
the oppression of people of color, along with
other themes of our world, such as greed and
evil. Other names in hardcore with incredibly
talented black artists are bands like Turnstile,
Vein, Queensway and Regulate, who all keep the
genre moving forward at full force.
Throughout the decades, black musicians
have learned from each other and the world
we live in to push their skills and music to its
fullest potential. The music that has come from
these artists have some of, if not the most soul
in all of music. It seems that the best musicians
from the ‘50s-‘80s got most of their inspirations
from black artists. Of course, there were white
musicians that were being inspired by other
white musicians, but in the genres of soul, blues,
rock and pop, it all seems to come from AfricanAmerican origin. African-Americans have had
experiences that white Americans could not
begin to imagine. Decades of oppression and
systematic wrongs have allowed these people to
see a harsh reality that many people will never
see. These artists use their perspectives and
knowledge of how their culture and people have
lived to create influential and moving work for
the rest of the world to hear.
Ben McCullough | @edinboronow
Graphic: Jalil Robinson

The Arts

ae.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 118 | Issue 19 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, February 28, 2019

Section A n Page 6

A celebration of the artist
Annual scholarship hits 10 year anniversary
By Nathan Brennan
Arts Editor

Edinboro’s senior art students will compete for the
opportunity of an academic lifetime.
Marking its 10th year, “Celebrate the Artist: The Michael
V Gmitter Memorial Art Scholarship” is set to once again
establish an environment for young artists to grow and
further hone their craft.
“The whole purpose of the scholarship is to create an
opportunity for the art students to have a solo show and
present it in a professional way,” said Cappy Counard, the
co-organizer of the Gmitter scholarship and a professor of
jewelry and metalsmithing.
The scholarship was named after the late Michael V
Gmitter, who majored in metalsmithing, in addition to doing
graphic, clothing and jewelry design work at Edinboro.
The history of the scholarship dates back to his time at
Edinboro, when Gmitter applied for and won the “Eclectic
Etceteras Coffee House Scholarship”, named for and provided
by a coffee shop formerly located in Edinboro. According to
Counard, “It was such a turning point [for him].”
The following summer, Gmitter passed away. In memory
of the Edinboro alumnus, his mother and father, Jan and Rich
Gmitter, began to make contributions to the scholarship.
However, eight months after Michael passed, Rich also
passed.
According to Jan Gmitter’s website, the scholarship serves
as a way to honor both her son and her husband: “When
we lost Rich, the scholarship fund that he and I had started
in memory of our most beloved son, also became a way to
remember Rich.”
Eventually, the “Etceteras” scholarship transformed into
this scholarship, serving the dual purpose of honoring
Michael Gmitter and continuing a tradition of art. “This

art scholarship was established at Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania as a memorial
to Michael, not only to honor and cherish
his memory, but also to encourage the same
commitment and passion to art that Michael
demonstrated during his life,” said Jan
Gmitter.
In order to encourage artists’ commitment,
the process of applying for the scholarship is
two-fold.
Any senior art student, from any of the 12
disciplines offered at Edinboro, can apply
for the scholarship by submitting three
pieces of art for the consideration of a panel
of Edinboro professors. The panel this year consisted of
computer animation professor Karabo Legwaila, illustration
professor Michelle Vitali and art history professor Dr.
Charlotte Wellman.
The panel took applications until December of 2018.
Judging the artists solely on the quality of their art, they
look to narrow down the applicants to 12-15 finalists. As a
result, according to Counard, the early part of the application
process is “really competitive.”
This semester, the panel selected 15 finalists (listed below).
Since December, the finalists have been creating art for their
“solo” shows, and will, on March 10, mount their exhibitions
in their own section of the Bruce Gallery, located in Doucette
Hall. For this portion of judging, the artists will be evaluated
to see if they have the “whole package,” which includes their
artist statement, art pieces, labels and how professional their
set-up looks.
In past years, the same panel judged both portions of the
process. However, for the first time in its 10-year history, a
new panel will judge the final student exhibitions.
This second panel will feature Edinboro alumni Kevin and

Rachel Spall. Originally from Ann Arbor, Michigan, they
graduated from EU in 1990, Kevin with a degree in applied
media arts/graphic design and Rachel with a degree in art
education.
Even when the field is narrowed, the two jurors on the
panel will have a difficult decision to make: “It’s a tricky thing
to do,” said Counard. “When you’re comparing the best of
graphic design, to the best of cinema, to the best of metals or
painting, it’s like apples to oranges sometimes.”
On the other hand, having organized the event for 10
years, Counard found that assembling a group of the best
young creative minds on campus makes for a fulfilling
experience for the artists and viewers alike. “It’s really great
to have a show that really showcases some of the best work
being made in the art department,” she said.
The scholarship exhibition, and announcement of the
winner(s), will be on March 20.
Stay tuned to future issues of The Spectator for further
coverage of this scholarship.
Nathan Brennan | ae.spectator@gmail.com
Graphic | Vecteezy

The Michael V Gmitter Memorial Art Scholarship 2019 Finalists
Allison DiPofi

Mary Kate Noonan

Billy Jo Molinari

Sarah Hnatin

Amanda Anstett

Kathryn Broach

Jericho Barkley

Shoniece Mercado

Madison Morrow

Amelia Trettel

Tyler Podomik

Alex Ho

Luke Kiefer

Levi Colton

Illustration
Illustration

Graphic Design

Megan Ciafre
Film & Video

Painting, Ceramics

Sculpture, Printmaking
Metals & Jewelry
Ceramics

Graphic Design
Ceramics
Ceramics

Illustration
Drawing
Cinema

Painting

Photo: Tribune News Service

‘Alita: Battle Angel’ Review
By Jason Hurst

Contributing Writer
In a world full of cyborgs and killers, “Alita: Battle Angel” boasts a lot of heart and
with it, a human story. Based on Yukito Kishiro’s hit manga “Gunnm” and brought to
life after almost two decades of development by James Cameron and director Robert
Rodriguez, the film focuses on Alita, portrayed by Rosa Salazar.
In a cyberpunk dystopia, Dr. Dyson Ido (Christoph Waltz) finds our heroine cast
away and forgotten. Fueled by interest and agony, Dr. Ido takes on a fatherly role to the
amnesiac cyborg. Alita’s wish for self-discovery takes a back seat after her realizations
of the injustices in the world at large, and more importantly, the connections and
feelings she’s discovered and struggles to understand.
While many films in the science-fiction genre focus on the action sequences,
technological developments, or the world at large, Alita spends enough time with each
element to create a delicate balance. Never do we fully understand the history of the
world, nor do we come to learn how or why the current dynamic exists or came to be.
We’re left to accept it, as though we ourselves were born into it.
For a film with “battle” literally in the title, Alita’s combat sequences are short
and to the point. In fact, they make up only a small portion of the film. We are not
shown long, drawn-out fights between characters just for the sake of adding action
and excitement. Each battle stems from character-driven plot and exists for a sole
purpose within the story. What we are shown, though, is visually stunning and brutal,
sequences that establish Alita as a force to be reckoned with.
The most stunning part of Alita’s world is, by far, the design of the characters. Many
of the individuals we meet are cyborgs, each sporting a unique and intricate makeup.
Alita herself even develops throughout the film as the plot advances. Unfortunately, the
greater world design is dreary. Should the screen change to the trademark CGI tone,
expect either a few moments of action, or the on-screen appearance of someone from
the enhanced cast of characters.
Thankfully, the concept of humanity is not the center of the titular character’s
journey, nevertheless the concept does make an appearance.
“Does it bother you? That I’m not completely human?” Alita asks her love interest
Hugo, played by Keean Johnson, roughly halfway through the film. “You are the most
human person I have ever met,” Hugo replies.
Alita’s lack of focus on the concept of humanity is its greatest asset. Deaths and
injuries have a real effect within the world. The losses seem inevitable, as they do in
real life, driving our hero toward a goal that feels both personal and achievable. Her
personal journey ultimately combines the ambitions from her previous life and the
losses she’s experienced into one, culminating in an ambiguous ending inferring Alita
will achieve her newfound goal either on or off screen.
A fun ride for the most part, “Alita: Battle Angel” is a definite must-see for fans of
science-fiction. For those not well-versed in the language, you may at least enjoy a love
story between two unlikely characters. Though no harm will come if you choose never
to see it.
Jason Hurst | @edinboronow
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Across
1 College Park Big Ten athlete
5 Smarten (up)
10 Cutlass, e.g.
14 Big name in the cookie aisle
15 “Rebel Without a Cause” actor
16 Castle
17 Addition at the palace?
19 Dot on a globe, perhaps
20 Surprising and sometimes annoying success
21 Felicity’s “Desperate Housewives” role
23 Somme summer
24 Pringles alternative
26 Trap fluff
27 “__ about time!”
28 Reason for road service
32 Disreputable
35 “All in the Family” spinoff
36 Dallas NBAer
37 Church service
38 Zany

39 Ballet move
40 Weapon in some action flicks
41 Potsdam “please”
42 Social gathering
43 Rip verbally
45 Fall back
46 Acknowledge
47 Woodwind musician’s piece
49 CPR pro
52 Gasses up
55 University of Wyoming city
57 PC addresses
58 Mole in the cat food factory?
60 Down
61 Egbert __, aptly named W.C. Fields
character
62 Countertop material
63 Alluring
64 Youngster of an awkward age
65 Bullring bravos
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Down
1 Kitchen topper
2 Release violently
3 Shortstop alongside Robinson
4 Keats or Yeats
5 Brainpower
6 1492 sailer
7 Lodging provider
8 Sense
9 Jimi Hendrix classic
10 Point in the right direction
11 Missing watch?
12 Nimrod
13 Arcade trademark word
18 Vile
22 Nick at __
25 Intangible quality responsible for four
puzzle answers
27 Passports, e.g.
29 “Star Wars” hero
30 Velocity, e.g.

By Nancy Black

Tribune Content Agency
Today’s Birthday (02/28/19). Profits rise with
your professional influence this year. Work with
respected players. Unexpected plot twists make
news. Romance and fun blossom this summer.
Your shared venture reaps satisfying results next
winter, before a new passion phase develops.
Weave with heart.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10
is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is a 7
— Your career rises with focus and attention.
Keep building toward your long— term vision.
If you don’t have one, think about it and write
something down.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is an 8 —
Plan a vacation or trip. Your wandering feet miss
the road. Long distance adventures begin with
one step. Learn, explore and discover the world.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is an 8 —
Discuss shared finances. Moves you make now
can have long— term benefit. Keep building your
future fund. Disciplined efforts succeed. Work
together for shared gain.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is an 8 —
Collaborate for mutual support. Shared interests
deserve your attention. Keep your promises, and
make new ones. You’re building something great
together.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is an 8 —
Discipline with your health and fitness practices
provides long— term benefits. Balance work,
exercise and rest. Feed your energy with good

31 At any time
32 “Give me __ and nothing but”: Tom Lehrer
lyric
33 Sunset obscurer
34 Change in China?
35 Actor LeBlanc
38 It includes reds
39 Lively dance
41 Small meal
42 Sierra __
44 Mixed martial artist Ronda
45 Heavy
48 Beethoven dedicatee
49 Inbox message
50 Prepare, as garlic
51 __ Pete: hot sauce brand
52 Massages
53 Creator of Perry and Della
54 Winter coat
56 Magazine contents
59 Go after, in a way

food.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is an 8
— Lend a helping hand. Provide emotional and
physical support to someone you love. Stand
together. Listen, and bear witness. Keep showing
up.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is an 8 —
Pour your creativity into making long— desired
changes at home. Play with color, texture and
lighting. Remove what doesn’t fit. A few upgrades
make a big difference.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is an 8
— Write, edit and publish. Your muses have an
open connection. Communications reach a wider
audience. Share what you’re learning. Reach out
to your network.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is a 9
— Push for a lucrative goal. Disciplined efforts
succeed. Reinforce foundational supports. There’s
extra income available if you’re willing to go for it.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is a 9
— Self— discipline is your secret power. Keep
things simple and frugal. Personal matters have
your attention. Dress for success, and smile for
the camera.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a
6 — Listen to your intuition. Consider what’s
ahead, and review plans behind closed doors.
Contemplate different options and potential
consequences. Strategize for later action.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is an
8 — Huddle with your team. Solutions arise
naturally when you work together. Others admire
your fancy footwork. Share tricks and techniques.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Luncheon

Art Therapy Open Studio

Therapy Dog Visit

EUP Planetarium: Lazer Extravaganza

Pi Day

EU Planetarium: Whatʼs Up Wednesday

2/28 | 11:30 a.m.
Van Houten North
Edinboro University

3/17 | 2:30 p.m.
Pogue Student Center
Edinboro University

3/14 | All Day
Ross Hall
Edinboro University

3/1 | 3 p.m.
Butterﬁeld Room 200
Edinboro University

3/12 |6 & 7:30 p.m.
Cooper Hall Planetarium
Edinboro University

3/20 | 7 p.m.
Cooper Hall Planetarium
Edinboro University

In The Community
“Old Skool Skate Jam”

Silly Bowling

Erie Otters vs. Sarnia Sting

Erie Art Museum: Gallery Night

3/3 | 8 p.m.
Presque Isle Skating and Events Center
Erie

3/2 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena
Erie

3/1 | 5:30 p.m.
Lost Lanes
Erie

3/1 | 7 p.m.
Erie Art Museum
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
ʻGone with the Windʼ
1939
Feb. 28 & Mar. 3
1 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Cinemark Tinseltown

SHOWTIMES:
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Womenʼs
track
crowns
All-PSAC
trio
Pietrocarlo, Parsons dominate distance races, MacPherson places in mile
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

During an action-packed weekend at
Edinboro, the 2019 PSAC Indoor Track and
Field Championships kicked off and ended with
a bang, especially for the Fighting Scots.
Due to weather concerns, events for both
Saturday and Sunday were condensed into one
day, beginning Saturday at 11 a.m. and lasting
until 8 p.m. in the Mike S. Zafirovski Sports
and Recreation Dome. Members of the indoor
women’s track team competing in six events
among the 15 other teams.
Out of the six events the team participated
in — which included the 5,000-meter run, 4x800
relay, mile, 3,000-meter run, weight throw and
shot put — Edinboro earned 36 total points,
bringing their position to number nine in team
totals.
Sophomore Hope Pietrocarlo won the 5,000
with a time of 17 minutes, 50.92 seconds,
earning 10 points for Edinboro and achieving
All-Conference status for the first time, which
she talked about to The Spectator.
“It’s really special to win it and represent my
school,” she said. Pietrocarlo plans to take a
break before tackling the outdoor season.
Tori Klimowicz, who finished at 18:32.46 and
earned three points in the 5,000, described the

Photo: Amber Chisholm

Hope Pietrocarlo stands atop the podium after winning the 5,000-meter run and earning
her first All-PSAC nod at the PSAC Indoor Track and Field Championships Saturday.
race as “very tiring at first.” She simply focused
on the next competitor, as she worked her way
through the field.
Edinboro placed seventh in the 4x800 at
9:59.02, as Abbey Peters, Caitlin Caltagirone,
Michaela Lind and Jordan Hauser gave it their

best effort, which Peters noted.
The result for senior Neely Parsons was 17th
in the weight throw, achieving a final mark of
12.16 meters.
“It was good,” said Neely, who is sad to
leave the squad soon, yet is excited about the

opportunity to keep throwing and is looking
to possibly coach at the high school levels after
graduating. “I think I could have done a little bit
better, but I’m happy with it,”
Freshman Savannah Wheeler set a personal
record in the shot put with 11.70 meters.
Audrey MacPherson scored third place in
the mile run at 5:13.79, earning six points, with
Jordan Hauser close behind her at 5:19.05,
earning four points.
Stefanie Parsons, who was named the PSAC
Women’s Indoor Track and Field Athlete of the
Week for week five, won the 3,000-meter run —
the final event Edinboro was in — clocking in at
10:03.98
As they waited for the 4x400 relay to end,
therefore concluding the event, the team and
their coaches felt overall pleased with the results.
“We overachieved in every event that was
possible to overachieve in,” Track and Field
Head Coach Anne Cleary said.
“Everyone competed extremely well and we
look forward to carrying it into outdoors,” added
Head Cross Country Coach Clayton Foster.
The next event for the indoor team is
the NCAA Division II Indoor National
Championships on Friday, March 8 in
Pittsburgh, Kansas.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow

Womenʼs basketball stays hot, wins
ﬁfth straight in Hoops for Harlie game
By Madi Gross
Staff Writer

Photo: Madi Gross

Graduate student Jontay Walton calls a play for her teammates during a game
against East Stroudsburg University at McComb Fieldhouse on Dec. 8, 2018.

The Edinboro women’s basketball team was able
to continue their dominance with an 88-69 win over
Clarion Saturday as they raised money as part of their
annual Hoops for Harlie game.
“It’s a big event for us,” explained Head Women’s
Basketball Coach Callie Wheeler. “Every year we try to
raise money for Harlie Rae Bolt, who was a student here
at Edinboro who unfortunately lost a short battle with
leukemia lymphoma.”
“They’re (Bolt’s family) like family to us — they’re our
extended family here at Edinboro, and we really take
pride in raising money for her cause and donating it in
honor of her name. So, we’re really excited about the
event.”
A 3-pointer from Rosten started what would be a
back-and-forth scoring duel of a first quarter. With three
minutes left on the clock, points from Abbey Antolic,
Lillian Young and Michaela Barnes helped the Fighting
Scots push ahead by 11 points.
The second quarter saw extended periods with neither

team scoring. Despite this, the Fighting Scots managed
to score a total of 24 points for the quarter to lead by 27
points.
In the first half, Edinboro shot 50 percent at the line,
almost 60 percent from behind the arc and 66.7 percent
of field goals. They also grabbed a total of 19 rebounds.
Edinboro started the second half leading 50-23.
Rosten converted a layup to start off the third,
followed by a seven-point run from Clarion, which
would be halted by Rosten as she sunk another layup
with 7:27 left on the clock. The Fighting Scots led by 28
with two minutes left in the third after two shots from
Barnes at the line, and at the end of the quarter ‘Boro led
70-48.
Despite collecting only 18 points throughout the
fourth, the Fighting Scots led in this quarter by 23 points
at several different times and closed out the game leading
by 19.

See Clarion, B3

Wheelchair basketball splits home tournament, McNally honored on Senior Day
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

Edinboro’s wheelchair basketball team hosted the Boro
Intercollegiate Tournament over the weekend. The team went
2-2 over the two days.
The Fighting Scots opened the tournament on Friday against
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. While Wisconsin
got the first basket of the game, the Scots led until about eight
minutes into the first. While ‘Boro led by two, Dylan Fishbach
started putting up 3-pointers. He would sink 12 shots from
behind the arc before the half ended, 49-28 with ‘Boro trailing.
While Edinboro started the scoring in the second, they
chased a deficit that started at 21 points and through the course
of the game would grow to 25. But, before the game ended,
they would bring it down to eight. Seamus McNally put up two
3-point shots that would bring Edinboro to 10 behind with
about a minute left. Kevin Atherley converted both of his free
throw attempts after being fouled to bring ‘Boro within eight,
but that was the last time the Scots would score in the game.
Whitewater put up a couple more points to end the victory at
78-66.
“Against Whitewater...a kid had 45 points, nothing you can do

about it,” said McNally after the tournament was over.
Chayse Wolf scored 16 points in the game against Wisconsin,
which would put him over the 1,000-point mark for his career.
Wolf joins Atherley in reaching that milestone.
The Scots played the University of Auburn next. ‘Boro opened
the scoring and there was a pretty even exchange of baskets,
though Auburn held the lead for most of the first. Two baskets
from Atherly and Jacob Spillers would tie the game with a little
over a minute left in the first. The half ended 22-22.
Auburn might have started the scoring in the second, but
‘Boro jumped out to a lead when five minutes in they went on
a run. The Scots continued to dominate the scoring, ending the
game 58-47.
“Yesterday night we played Auburn,” McNally recalled on
Saturday. “We’ve already lost twice to them, [but today] we got a
good win against them, so it’s good.”
‘Boro led their third game until about halfway through the
first, when Missouri went on a 13-point run.
The two teams then exchanged baskets, ending the half at 32Photo: Erica Burkholder

See Boro Tournament, B3

Kevin Atherley dribbles down the court during a game
against the University of Illinois Saturday.
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Wrestling drops close Senior Night tilt
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

Photo: Dave Leisering

Yana Miletska competes at the PSAC Swimming
Championships Feb. 22. Miletska was awarded AllPSAC honors in the 100-yard breaststroke.

Women’s swim earns
three All-PSAC honors
By Thomas Wehner & Chris Slack
EU Sports Information

Day One
YORK, Pa. – Katelyn Kopacko broke her own school record
twice on Wednesday including in the finals to win the 50 yard
freestyle PSAC title to lead the Edinboro swimming team on day
one of the PSAC Championships. The four-day event is being held
at the Graham Aquatic Center in York.
The Fighting Scots are currently in fifth place after the first day
of events with 173 points. West Chester leads the championships
with 468 while Bloomsburg is second with 303.5 points.
In the preliminary heats, Kopacko earned the top seed with a
time of 23.36 seconds, breaking her school record. In the finals,
she would need to improve as Mikaela Lantz of West Chester
finished the finals in a time of 23.33. However, Kopacko once
again broke her own school record for the second time on the day
with a 23.24 to claim the PSAC title in the event, sending her to
the NCAA National Championships next month.
Kaitlyn Daiger (24.81) and Casey Tokarski (24.88) finished
14th and 15th, respectively in the event, also scoring points for the
Fighting Scots.
In the 200 medley relay, Tokarski, Yana Miletska, Daiger and
Kopacko finished fourth in a time of 1:45.77.
Miletska finished sixth in the 200 IM with a time of 2:07.91.
Day Two
The Edinboro women’s swimming team earned All-PSAC
honors in the 200-yard freestyle relay on day two of the 2019
PSAC Swimming Championships.
The Fighting Scots stand in fifth place for the second
consecutive day with 324 points. West Chester remains on top
with 970 points. Indiana is in second and Bloomsburg third with
594.5 and 566.6 points, respectively. Clarion ranks fourth, having
posted 382.5 points, while Shippensburg rounds out the top five
with 330 points.
Edinboro started the finals on Thursday night by capturing
third in the 200 freestyle relay. Casey Tokarski, Kaitlyn Daiger,
Nicole Kadlecik, and Katelyn Kopacko competed in the event and
posted a time of 1:36.62.
Tokarski, Daiger, and Kopacko would later join Yana Miletska
in the 400 medley relay. In the final event of the night, the four
combined for a time of 3:55.68, good for fifth place.
Daiger, Kadlecik, and Miletska were three of four individual
Scots who competed in the evening session.
Miletska swam in the A finals of the 400-yard IM, where she
took sixth place at 4:34.38. In the preliminary heats, the junior
posted an eighth place finish with a time of 4:35.71. She bested her
seed time in the prelims by 15 seconds, and ended the day with a
16 second difference overall.
Daiger and Kadlecik competed in the 100 butterfly of the C
finals. The two finished back-to-back, with Daiger taking 20th at
59.84 and Kadlecik in 21st with a time of 59.87.
Gabby LaBovick was the final individual competitor, as she
competed in the B finals, capturing 13th in the 200 free.
Day Three
Yana Miletska garnered All-PSAC honors with a third-place
finish in the 100-yard breaststroke, as the Edinboro women’s
swimming team concluded day three of the 2019 PSAC
Swimming Championships.
The Fighting Scots rank sixth out of 12 teams in the standings
with 382 points. Wester Chester remains the leader with 1,375
points, followed by Indiana (887.5 points) and Bloomsburg (785)
in second and third, respectively. Clarion ranks fourth place with
495.5 points, and Shippensburg rounds out the top five with 478.5
points.
Miletksa was among the top eight competitors in the 100
breaststroke A finals group. She paced her way to bronze with a
time of 1:03.93.
The junior is the second Fighting Scot to garner PSAC
accolades in an individual event at the championships.
Kaitlyn Kopacko received All-PSAC honors on day one of the
championship meet, having won the 50 free. On Thursday, the
Fighting Scots captured third in the 200 freestyle relay behind
Casey Tokarski, Kaitlyn Daiger, Nicole Kadlecik, and Kopacko.
Four other Fighting Scots competed in Friday’s finals. Kopacko
also competed in the 100 breaststroke. She competed in the B
finals and posted a time of 1:07.11 for 12th.
Tokarski was the top finisher in the 100 backstroke C finals. She
swam to a time of 59.35 for 17th.
Gabby LaBovick cut nearly 21 seconds off her seed time in the
500-yard Freestyle. The sophomore was among the participants in
the C finals, as she finished with a time of 5:15.64 for 20th.
Kadlecik was the final competitor for the Fighting Scots on
Friday night. She competed in the 200 butterfly, coming in 23rd
place at 2:19.42.
Day Four
The Edinboro women’s swim team concluded the 2019 PSAC
Championships with a sixth place finish. The Fighting Scots
finished with 500 points for the championships. The four-day
meet took place at the Graham Aquatic Center in York.
West Chester won their 13th straight PSAC title with 1,913
points, well ahead of runner-up Indiana with 1,175. Bloomsburg
finished third with 1,078 points with Clarion (663.5) and
Shippensburg (633.5) rounding out the top five, respectively.
Yana Miletska finished fourth in the 200-yard breaststroke to
lead the Fighting Scots on the final day of the championships. She
finished in 2:19.52, improving from her preliminary time by .02
seconds. In the 400 freestyle relay, the team of Gabby LaBovick,
Rachel Roscoe, Kaitlyn Daiger, Katelyn Kopacko finished sixth in
a time of 3.33.21.
Edinboro will look for at-large selections to the NCAA
Championships March 13-16, in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Through most of Friday’s dual season
finale, it looked like Edinboro wrestling
might head into the EWL tournament
with a win over PSAC foe Clarion, but a
bonus-point match win for the Golden
Eagles early in the night ended up being
the deciding factor. The Fighting Scots
would fall 18-15 at home on Senior Night.
Before the meet began, redshirt senior
Avery Henry and graduate student Arick
Shankles were honored on the mat.
Shankles was winless in five dual starts this
season at 125 pounds, and he finishes his
career 6-15. Henry also lost his only dual
start this season at 141 pounds and is 5-29
in his career.
The two squads exchanged wins
through the first four matches, but a pin by
Clarion’s Seth Koleno over Richie Gomez
at 133 pounds early in the third period
helped stake his team out to an early lead.
Edinboro’s Lucas Rodriguez had begun
the night with an 8-2 decision over Gavin
Park.
Carmine Ciotti’s victory at 144 pounds
over Clarion’s Andrew Gapas was anything
but guaranteed, as a challenge from Head
Wrestling Coach Matt Hill that Ciotti had

Photo: Grace Montgomery

Jacob Oliver, left, attempts a bellyto-back suplex during his match
against Clarion’s Max Wohlabaugh.

Contributed Photo: Grace Montgomery

Seniors Arick Shankles and Avery Henry were honored before Friday’s dual.
earned a takedown early in the first period
was defeated. The challenge was necessary
because the takedown attempt took both
men toward the edge of the mat, forcing
the referee to call them back to the center
— without awarding Ciotti the two points.
After reviewing the action, it appeared
that the call couldn’t be changed because
it happened outside of the frame of the
closest camera. Ciotti said he wasn’t upset
about not getting the call.
“It could have been the ref, [but] you
can’t always count on the edges of the mat,”
said Ciotti, who would go on to earn an
8-2 decision victory. “You live and you
learn and you come back.”
Clarion would go on a run of three
straight decision victories before Jacob
Oliver would help put Edinboro back
into the flow with an 8-4 decision at 174
pounds.
Edinboro’s Zach Ancewicz followed
with a heated victory at 184 pounds against
Ty Bagoly in a rematch from the PSAC
Championship tournament earlier this
season. Ancewicz defeated Bagoly en route
to winning the 184-pound championship,
while Bagoly would settle for third.
“This is actually my third time wrestling
him. I wrestled him in high school, too, so
I kind of knew what to expect,” Ancewicz
said. “I knew that I wanted to go to the
underhooks. I knew he was going to
keep his elbows in. So I just made small
adjustments during the match and that
paid off.”
Ancewicz got to Bagoly’s legs multiple
times, completing a takedown in the first
and again in the third. Bagoly had an
escape in the second and third periods,
and Ancewicz began the third with an
escape to give him the 5-2 decision. With
hand-fighting more common in this
match than in others this season, Bagoly
— seemingly frustrated with the loss —
appeared to slap Ancewicz as the final

buzzer hit. No disciplinary actions were
taken by the referee.
“I mean, it happens. It’s wrestling,”
Ancewicz said. “You know, he shoved me
a little bit, but I’ve been there before. I’m
not going to hold anything against him.
It happens; it’s nothing personal. It’s just
wrestling.”
With Edinboro trailing 15-12 and two
matches remaining, Dylan Reynolds had
an opportunity to tie things up with a
decision at 197 pounds. In his way was
No. 17 Greg Bulsak, who put together
a takedown in the first period and two
escape points through the final two
periods to take away the possibility of an
Edinboro win. While a pin at heavyweight
for Edinboro would tie things up, anything
less would fall short.
Hill turned to Jon Spaulding, who could
only muster a bittersweet 10-6 decision
victory over Toby Cahill to bring the final
tally to 18-15. Spaulding tried to run up
the score, hoping to earn bonus points
for Edinboro, by repeatedly taking Cahill
down and then letting him escape in the
third period. At one point he led 10-3,
but Cahill followed with an escape and
a takedown of his own in the final 30
seconds to bring the score to 10-6.
Oliver and Spaulding helped their
individual cases to move up the ratings
percentage index and coaches’ poll with
wins. Oliver was No. 11 at 174 pounds
in the first RPI announcement while
Spaulding was No. 30 at heavyweight.
Reynolds had also been ranked No. 30 at
197 pounds before his loss to Bulsak.
Clarion improved to 7-6 and 4-2 in the
EWL while the Fighting Scots finished
their dual season 1-5 in the conference and
2-9 overall. The EWL tournament will take
place at George Mason University March 9.
Christopher Rosato Jr. | @edinboronow

Men’s basketball wins crucial Make-A-Wish game
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

The Fighting Scots men’s basketball squad hosted the Clarion
Golden Eagles on Feb. 23 at McComb Fieldhouse. Not only was
this a critical conference game, but it had special importance as a
child’s Make-A-Wish trip was granted at halftime.
The team welcomed back alumni for the game, and they were
recognized before the men’s contest. The alumni gathered on the
court for a picture, including familiar faces like Assistant Women’s
Basketball Coach Chris Bess and Men’s Assistant Coach for Player
Development Sheldon Brogdon.
Edinboro had their eyes set on flipping the switch and turning
their one-game losing streak into a winning streak, which is
precisely what they did in their 90-86 overtime triumph against

Photo: Amber Chisholm

Senior Trey Staunch attempts a shot against Clarion
Saturday. Staunch recorded his sixth double-double.

Clarion.
In Edinboro’s win, Trey Staunch recorded his sixth doubledouble of the season. The senior also recorded a career-high 23
points and tied his career-high in rebounds. Jaryn Simpson scored
a total of 25 points, making him the top scorer of the night.
Throughout the first half, both teams exchanged the lead.
Edinboro grabbed the lead several times in the first. With 2:33 left
on the clock, DeAnthony Owens sunk a free-throw shot which
gave ‘Boro the lead that they would carry until the end of the first.
During halftime, there was a “Chuck-a-Duck” event followed by
the granting of Kendall Peterson’s wish to go to Hawaii. Peterson
— from West Middlesex, Pennsylvania — was escorted out to
the middle of the court by Staunch — who is also from West
Middlesex. Each team presented Peterson with gifts that would be
of use to her on her trip which will take place in April.
Going into the second half, Edinboro led 36-30, which Clarion
would cut down to 36-32 early on. Edinboro led by as many as 15
points throughout the back-and-forth half. With 1:40 left on the
clock, a 3-point shot from Clarion’s Jonathan Williams tied the
score up 70-70.
Before the clock hit the one-minute mark, a foul by Simpson
put Lawrence Lemon at the line for two shots — one of the two
shots went through the net — and Clarion took the lead. With less
than 30 seconds on the clock, Clarion led 75-72 until Simpson
sunk a 3-pointer to tie up the game with 19 seconds remaining.
The Golden Eagles then converted a layup, pushing them ahead
by two points. After a timeout, one second sat on the clock when
RJ Laugand got called for a foul which put Simpson at the line.
Simpson made both shots, tied the score at 77 and sent the game
into overtime.
Edinboro had done well throughout the first and second half
staying out of foul trouble and continued this streak into the
overtime period. With a fresh five minutes on the clock, Clarion’s
Khari Williams sunk a 3-point shot to start the period off, to
which King would respond with a 3-pointer of his own.
A foul by Jay put Lemon at the line for two. He would sink
the second of the two. After Simpson missed a 3-pointer, King
grabbed the rebound and got the ball to Turner Kurt, who then
sunk a 3-pointer to put ‘Boro two points ahead. With 1:21 left
on the clock, Jonathan Williams was called for his fifth foul,
sending Kurt to the line for two and Williams to the bench for the
remainder of the game. Kurt made the first but not the second,
putting Edinboro ahead by two.
With a 3-pointer, Simpson put Edinboro ahead with 10 seconds
left on the clock, while two shots from King at the line with two
seconds left sealed Edinboro’s win.
Edinboro moved up to 9-15 overall and to 6-13 in the PSAC.
The Fighting Scots geared up for their last regular season home
game on Wednesday where the seniors of the team will be
recognized on senior night. The game occurred after press time.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com
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WBB wins, men lose in trip to southern rivals
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

Women hold onto early lead
It was a big week for the Fighting Scots women’s basketball
team as they came off their playoff-securing win against
Gannon. The team would then travel to Slippery Rock on Feb.
20 where they would take their second win against The Rock
this season, 88-77.
Out of Edinboro’s 88 points in this matchup, 77 came from
the four “1,000-point club” members of the team. Jontay
Walton (25 points) was the leading scorer of the night.
Michaela Barnes tallied 24 points.
Coming into the game, Barnes had been named PSAC West
Co-Athlete of the Week on Feb. 19, her third time this season.
“It’s an outstanding feeling — I’m so proud of Michaela —
couldn’t happen to a better kid,” exclaimed Head Women’s
Basketball Coach Callie Wheeler. “Michaela is an outstanding
human being. She works hard, on and off the court, [and] she’s
extremely passionate about the game of basketball…it’s really
nice to see her having fun and falling in love with the game all
over again.”
Michelle Jahn had a total of 12 points and Ciara Rosten put
up 16 points in the effort. Rosten also collected 10 rebounds
throughout the game, recording yet another double-double.
Walton started off the game hot with a 3-pointer, and she
continued this fire as she sank another five long-range shots
by the game’s end. Edinboro led throughout the entirety of the
first, and with a couple of fouls on Slippery Rock in the last
minute of the quarter, they pushed their lead up to 28-13.
Both teams struggled with accuracy at the beginning of the
second, and the first points came almost two minutes in from

The Rock. Edinboro continued the lead they gained in the first
quarter through the rest of the half — leading by as many as
19 points in the second quarter.
Going into the second half, ‘Boro was up 47-36 until a layup
from Rosten pushed Edinboro to 13 points ahead. Edinboro
collected a few fouls in the middle of the third quarter,
sending Slippery Rock to the line three different times in less
than two minutes. Edinboro retained their lead at the end of
the third, 69-55.
The intensity of the game didn’t diminish in the fourth
quarter as both teams opened with back-to-back 3-point
shots. In this quarter, the Fighting Scots pushed their lead up
to as many as 18 points.
This win pushed the Fighting Scots to 18-6 overall and 13-5
in the PSAC. Edinboro looked to continue their then fourgame winning streak on Saturday as they returned home.
Men can’t complete last-minute comeback
Edinboro men’s basketball took the short trip down I-79
to Morrow Fieldhouse at Slippery Rock University on Feb.
20 looking to add a second win in a row. In the end, though,
it was Slippery Rock that took the 81-79 win in a nail-biting
conference game.
Two Fighting Scots recorded double-doubles against
Slippery Rock. Alex Jay had 15 points and 12 rebounds, while
senior Trey Staunch had a total of 11 points and 10 rebounds.
Staunch and Jay’s rebounds were 22 of Edinboro’s 50 in this
game.
Slippery Rock sunk a 3-point shot almost immediately after
the tip-off. Edinboro’s Alex Jay matched the 3-pointer with
one of his own, a little over a minute in. Nolen Gerald, of
Slippery Rock, put yet another three points in the basket less
than 20 seconds after Jay. Gerald had a total of 24 points on

the night, which made him the top scorer of this game.
The game would be a back-and-forth scoring contest
throughout the first half with neither team leading by more
than eight points at a time. In the last minute and a half of the
game, Edinboro would take the lead two different times and
close out the first half leading 37-36.
Sophomore Jaryn Simpson stretched ‘Boro’s lead further
eight seconds into the second half. Daylon Harris stretched
the lead even further with points off of a rebound, putting the
Fighting Scots six points ahead. Edinboro continued this lead
until Jared Armstrong of SRU put two points on the board
and tied up the score at 51.
A foul put Trey Staunch at the line and after his two shots,
Edinboro once again took the lead. ‘Boro led by as many as
eight points in this run. With less than two minutes on the
clock, Slippery Rock led 73-71. Foul calls were troubling for
both sides of the court in this close match.
DeAnthony Owens sunk a 3-point shot with seven seconds
left on the clock, which cut Slippery Rock’s lead to 79-77.
Slippery Rock had possession of the ball and the lead after a
timeout. A foul on Turner Kurt allowed Armstrong to make
the most of two free throws with five seconds left on the clock,
and a last-second shot from Jay closed the gap by two points.
Edinboro had a total of 31 points off the bench in this game,
23 of which came from junior Owens, who was not out on the
court to start the game. Bench points also came from Steven
Freeman (three), Kameron King (three) and Jack Frank, who
had two points.
Edinboro’s record moved to 8-15 overall (5-13 in the PSAC)
as they looked to Saturday’s game against Clarion at home.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com

Clarion
From B1
Barnes recorded another 24 points, making it
the fifth game in a row that she has scored over
20 points. The standout junior recorded her first
career double-double with 10 rebounds.
“I think right now Michaela is playing her best
basketball, and I think that’s what it’s all about at
this point in the season. It’s when you have to be
playing your best, and I think Michaela is doing
that,” Wheeler said. “And I think she’s one of the
best players in the league right now.”
Ahead of Saturday’s contest, Barnes was named

to the 2018-2019 Google Cloud Academic AllAmerica All-District 2 Women’s Basketball Team.
To top it off, Barnes was named PSAC West CoAthlete of the Week for the second week in a row
and the fourth time this season.
The Fighting Scots then looked toward
Wednesday as they were set to host Indiana
University of Pennsylvania at McComb
Fieldhouse. This game occurred after press time.
Edinboro goes into the Senior Night game
sitting 19-6 overall and 14-5 in the PSAC. When
these two teams last met at IUP on Jan. 21, the
Crimson Hawks took the win 97-73.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com

‘Boro picks up fifth straight victory
By Thomas Wehner
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Marcus Grosso competes at the PSAC Swimming Championships Feb. 22.

Grosso leads ‘Boro to five top-six finishes at PSAC meet
By Thomas Wehner & Chris Slack
EU Sports Information

Day One
YORK, Pa. — Marcus Grosso, Nick Bradford,
Jackson Bangert, and Tommy Horan finished 5th
in the 200-yard medley relay to lead the Edinboro
men’s swimming team on day one of the PSAC
Championships. The four-day event is being held
at the Graham Aquatics Center in York.
The Fighting Scots are currently in seventh
place with 53 points. West Chester leads after
the first day with 215 points with Bloomsburg in
second with 203.
The quartet finished the event in a time of
1minute, 35.62 seconds.
Horan also scored some points for the Fighting
Scots with a 16th place finish in the 50 free in a
time of 21.95.
Day Two
The Edinboro men’s swimming team finished
in the top-six across three events on Thursday
night to conclude day two of the 2019 PSAC
Swimming Championships.
The Fighting Scots are in seventh place with
123 points. West Chester leads all teams with
448 points, followed by Bloomsburg with 384.
Gannon (232) and Indiana (210) are third and
fourth, respectively. Shippensburg is just two
points behind the Crimson Hawks with 208,
while Clarion is sixth with 157.
The first event of the night was the 200-yard
freestyle relay. The Scots finished the event in
fifth place with a time of 1:25.43, behind Tommy
Horan, Nick Bradford, Jackson Bangert, and
Marcus Grosso.
Edinboro would capture sixth place in two
events. In the 400 medley relay, Michael Kocher
joined Bangert, Bradford, and Horan, ultimately
posting a time of 3:33.69. Grosso competed with
the A group in the 200 freestyle. The senior swam
to a sixth-place finish at 1:42.76. Grosso had a
stronger showing in the preliminary round, as he
posted a time of 1:42.01.
Bangert was the final competitor for Edinboro
in the finals. The sophomore qualified for the B
finals in the 100 butterfly. The junior swam to
14th at 51.61.

Boro Tournament
From B1
23 with ‘Boro trailing.
The deficit wouldn’t be any lower than 11
points following Mizzou’s first basket in the
second half, but the Scots kept fighting with
McNally, Wolf, Atherley and Cor’Rales Dupree
adding 24 points in the half to end the loss,
63-47.
The Fighting Scots ended the tournament
against the Fighting Illini of the University
of Illinois. The game was moved up to 2:15
p.m. from the originally scheduled 4 p.m.,
as impending weather had caused the early

Day Three
Marcus Grosso captured seventh in the
200-yard butterfly, as the Edinboro men’s
swimming team completed day three of the PSAC
Swimming Championships.
The Fighting Scots remain in seventh place
with 141 points. West Chester leads the pack with
647 points, and Bloomsburg ranks second with
510. Gannon (332) and Indiana (300) are third
and fourth, respectively. Shippensburg has 275.5
points for fifth, while Clarion is in sixth at 176.5.
The senior posted a time of 1:55.04 for seventh
in the 200 butterfly. In the process, he trimmed
3 seconds off his original seed time. Grosso has
competed in five total events over the course of
three days and has either paced himself or as has
been a member of a relay team that has finished
in the top-7 overall.
Michael Kocher represented the Fighting Scots
in the 100 backstroke B finals. He finished with a
time of 53.28 for 12th place. Nick Bradford was
the only other Edinboro swimmer to compete on
Friday night. The junior participated in the 100
breaststroke B finals, where he ended the night in
16th at 1:00.83.
Day Four
The Edinboro men’s swim team concluded the
2019 PSAC Championships with a seventh-place
finish. The Fighting Scots finished with 185 points
for the championships. The four-day meet took
place at the Graham Aquatic Center in York.
West Chester won their 21st straight PSAC
title with 858 points, well ahead of runner-up
Bloomsburg (699). Gannon finished third with
434 points while Indiana and Shippensburg
finished fourth and fifth, respectively with 417
and 381.5 points.
Marcus Grosso finished ninth in the 100
freestyle in a time of 46.60 while Michael Kocher
also finished ninth but in the 200 backstroke in a
time of 1:53.94.
The 400 freestyle relay team of Grosso, Jackson
Bangert, Tommy Horan and Kocher finished
sixth in a time of 3:11.49.
Edinboro will look for at-large selections to
the NCAA Championships March 13-16, in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
departure of Wisconsin and Missouri, but the
time change did little to deter the number of
fans in the Crawford gym. The game quickly
became loud as it started with both teams
leading chants for their squads.
Edinboro opened the scoring as Atherley
was fouled 15 seconds into the game and
converted both free throws. The two teams
remained close in score for most of the first,
though ‘Boro started to add to their lead with
less than eight minutes to go. Baskets from
Jacob Spillers and Wolf brought ‘Boro’s lead to
10, though the Illini responded with two quick
points of their own.
Spillers added another, less than a minute
later, and Edinboro went on a run to give them

EU Sports Information
The Edinboro men’s tennis
team picked up their fifth
straight win to start the 2019
season with a 5-2 win over
visiting Roberts Wesleyan.
The match took place at the
Westwood Racquet Club in
Erie. The Fighting Scots will
next take the court in Wilson,
North Carolina, when they
visit Barton as they begin their

Spring Break trip on Saturday,
March 2.
Edinboro picked up wins
at number two and three
doubles to jump out to a 1-0
lead. Tommy Hsu and Nils
Plutat picked up a 6-3 win over
Dennis Barlotta and Matthew
Forrest at number two doubles
while Mateus Santos and
Mauricio Santos won a 6-2
match over Tim Nacca and
Andrew Freeman at number
three doubles.

In singles, the Fighting Scots
won four of the six matches
including wins at numbers 3-6.
Plutat won 6-3, 6-1 over Forrest
while Mauricio Santos won a
6-4, 6-1 match over Nacca at
number four. Kevin Mboko
dropped his first set against
Barlotta, 7-6 (4), before winning
the final two sets, 6-4, 6-2. Julius
Schulte closed out the wins with
a 6-4, 6-4 win over Freeman at
number six singles.
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Tatiana Batalla prepares to return during a match against Daemen Colege on Feb. 15.

Women’s tennis still looking for first
win after close loss to Roberts Wesleyan
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
For the third straight match, the Edinboro
women’s tennis team fell, 4-3, Monday in a match
against Roberts Wesleyan. The match took place
on the indoor courts at the Westwood Racquet
Club in Erie. The Fighting Scots will return to
the court on Saturday, March 2 when they travel
to Wilson, North Carolina to take on Barton to
begin their Spring Break trip.
Edinboro picked up the doubles point thanks
the lead at the end of the half, 40-19.
The second half had an even exchange of
baskets for a majority of the time, though
Illinois started a push toward the end of the
game that had the crowd on the edge of their
seats. With less than two minutes left, the
Fighting Illini had brought the game to within
five, and the noise in the gym increased as the
game was brought even closer (a two-point
margin at one point).
Atherley scored a basket and then converted
a free throw to give the Fighting Scots a fivepoint lead again. Wolf added another two
points when he converted both of his free
throws with seven seconds left. The Scots won
the game 58-51.

to wins at both number one and number two
doubles. Tatiana Batalla Trabal and Jelena
Vucenovic picked up a 6-3 win over Nthabi
Mogapodi and Andrea Gallardo at the top spot
with Laura Lopez and Hannah Brentar picking
up their own 6-3 over Salo Darsallia and Biuisha
Shrestha at number two doubles.
The Redhawks would come back and picked
up four wins in singles while the Fighting Scots
won two. Lopez and Batalla Trabal both picked
up wins at the top two singles spots.
“We went two-and-two. We wanted to do a
little bit better,” McNally said.
McNally was honored during the halftime
of the last game as it was his last home
tournament. “It’s bittersweet. It feels like
yesterday I was 18, you know, a freshman. But
now it’s all over. We got two more tournaments
but no more here, so it’s good hanging on in a
way.”
Edinboro’s record is now 15-13. Their home
record is 9-2.
The Scots return to action Saturday and
Sunday when they compete in the Canadian
Academy Tournament.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow
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New parking rules are better for some, worse for others; Staffers discuss
By Erica Burkholder
& Anisa Venner-Johnston
Voices Editor | Staff Writer

Erica Burkholder
Edinboro University students recently
received an email announcing changes in
parking for students. Students are now allowed
to park in any student parking lot, as long as
they have a valid parking permit regardless of
the lots’ designation. Before the change, there
were three types of student parking: Resident,
for those that live on campus (Green), for
those that live off campus within a certain
distance (the boundary marked in the map
to the right, Gold) and Commuter (Blue)
for those that live off campus. Previously, if
students with a particular permit were in the
wrong lot, they received a ticket.
I, as a resident, was really happy with the
change, and my friends that have resident or
green/gold passes are happy with the change.
I’m the type of person that is constantly
late. So, having a resident parking pass used
to mean that when I was running late, I would
have to park in the Lakeside Lot and then walk
up to Compton (where all my classes are),
which would add to the time it took me to get
to class.
This change not only affects students that
have classes in Compton, but art students
with a green/gold or blue pass. Often, I would
see art students lugging their portfolios from
the lakeside lot to Loveland or Doucette. In
addition, any student that has classes on this
side of campus and didn’t have a blue pass
would have to park in lakeside and walk up,
unless they parked in the limited parking by
the road.
When the university announced the gold
pass, at the beginning of last semester for
students that lived in nearby off-campus

housing, there were complaints and
conversations about it for weeks, and now it
seems that the university has realized that the
gold pass might not have been the best idea or
pulled off in the best way.
As someone who spends a decent amount
of time off-campus in student apartments, I’ve
noticed that not all students who should have
had gold passes do. There is a decent mix of
blue and gold passes at a friend’s apartment
when there should only be gold passes. Two
of my friends who live in the same apartment
have two different passes, one has a gold pass
and the other a blue pass. The one with the
gold pass had to completely register their car
and address, while the other with the blue pass
just had to re-register their car.
The use of the newly introduced gold
pass, along with the fact that resident, green,
parking and gold parking was so scattered
from buildings on campus, makes this change
beneficial for us.
Anisa Venner-Johnston
After the email announcing the change in
parking, at first I was fine. I was excited! I
could park almost anywhere and get away with
it.
I had racked up so many tickets, my bank
account couldn’t handle it, but as a commuter
student, I had to park somewhere. It was really
hard to find a place to put my car. It often left
me parking very far away or even in the wrong
place. The latter resulted in those tickets and
being marked tardy.
However, since the change, my parking
situation has gotten worse. It hasn’t made
anything easier, and I would prefer for things
to change, again.
The biggest issue I have with the change
is residents. Students who live on-campus
are driving a quarter of a mile and taking
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The old parking regulations are shown on this map. Parking lots are marked with an ‘E’
for employees, a ‘C’ for commuters, ‘R’ residents and ‘M’ for McComb.
up all the spots. Not only is this bad for the
environment, but it makes competing with
other commuters hard.
Students who live on-campus have the
luxury of living so close to their school.
They are closer to their professors, activities,
buildings and everything else Edinboro
University has to offer.
I don’t have such luck. I live in Edinboro,
which makes my life a little bit easier.
However, I don’t live close, like students in

Patriotism and the Pledge of Allegiance
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

Every country has its way of displaying patriotism. The Pledge of
Allegiance has been the U.S. way for over 100 years. I’ve recited it
since kindergarten and all the way to middle school, but is it truly
patriotic? Could it possibly be racist?
Early in February, an 11-year-old boy was arrested in a Florida
school for refusing to recite the pledge. He claimed that “the
American flag represented unfair and discriminatory treatment
of black people.” He argued with the substitute teacher of his class
over the issue. After repeated attempts to remove the boy from the
classroom, he was arrested.
The pledge was written by a Baptist minister, Francis Bellamy, in
1892, meant to be a quick and easy way to show personal patriotism
for the U.S.
Bellamy wanted to add words like “equality” into the pledge, but
because of people at that time, and their mindset regarding AfricanAmerican and women’s rights, he decided to keep that out. Even
though he stopped short of “equality,” he was not trying to be racist
or further a racist agenda.

The pledge has gone through many changes throughout its
lifetime. One of the biggest changes was adding “under God,” which
has been the subject of controversy since it was added in 1954.
If its first version, along with the many alterations it went through,
were never racist, how is it now racist? The Florida boy seems to
think it’s about the relationship it has with the flag and the national
anthem.
The national anthem itself has been mired in controversy over
whether it’s racist. Written by a man who owned slaves and who
fought many legal cases against abolitionists, many can see where
the anthem would be considered racist, especially with its third verse
(not heard at sporting events and elsewhere) speaking of “hireling
and slave.” This refers to the American slaves freed by British forces
and who were called colonial marines (who used to fight in the War
of 1812).
Do you believe the pledge is racist? If so, why? If not, should
reciting it in school be mandatory even though you have First
Amendment rights to refuse? Let me know how you feel.
Beau Bruneau | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Can lakes have the same rights as humans?
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

Do you ever wonder how many rights
a single human has? How about this: a
physical lake with rights of its own. Toledo,
Ohio has voted to put into law the Lake Erie
Bill of Rights (LEBOR).
These rights will deter pollution to Lake
Erie’s ecosystem, effectively giving the lake
the right to exist. A very small, yet growing
movement known as “rights to nature” is
heading up this endeavor to give legal rights
to ecosystems. The local Toledo organization
heading up the fight was Toledoans for Safe
Water.
So first, why Lake Erie, and why did
Toledo, Ohio, push for this and not, say, Erie
itself? Part of Toledo’s economy and a large
portion of its water supply comes from Lake
Erie. In 2014, Toledo went through a water
crisis. A massive algal bloom caused large
amounts of toxic chemicals to be produced
in the water. Early on Aug. 2, Toledoans
were told to not drink, bathe, or even wash
their clothes in the water, because the toxins
in the water could cause rashes, vomiting
and even liver damage. The authorities
told them that boiling the water would not
work either. It would make the toxins more
concentrated.
After a few hours, most of the bottled
water supply was bought up. Toledoans
would buy up water from as far as Delaware
just to get clean sustenance. After three
days, the alert was lifted, and the water was
considered safe again.
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A view of the Bayfront Convention Center located on the shoreline of Erie.
After the 2014 water crisis, Toledo
decided to upgrade its water treatment
plant. Unfortunately, this did not ease the
minds of its citizens. Algal blooms happen
almost every year in the summer. These
blooms are primarily fed by phosphorus,
which is usually from agricultural runoff
from farms. Other contributors are sewage
and normal household detergents.
Toledo activists decided to fight back.
They worked to get the Lake Erie Bill of
Rights on the ballot, which after passing
not only gives the lake the human right
“to exist”, but also gives Toledo citizens the

right to a healthy environment. According
to Vox.com, citizens can now sue on behalf
of the lake, “whenever it’s in danger of major
environmental harm.”
The Ohio Farm Bureau, on the other
hand, was and is against LEBOR, stating
that it’s threatening farmers and would make
it harder for Toledo families to make ends
meet.
What do you think? Should LEBOR be
passed? Should a body of water have rights?
Can you think of another alternative?
Beau Bruneau | @edinboronow

College Park. I live about two miles away. This
is not a convenient walk. It is a miserable one.
It’s a 30-minute walk back to campus, instead
of a 10-minute one back to a dorm.
Edinboro should go back to the bad parking
situation it had before. Residents shouldn’t be
able to park wherever they see fit when they
live 100 feet away.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow
Anisa Venner-Johnston | email@gmail.com

Six signs of a toxic relationship
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

Growing into adulthood is an exciting transition; it’s a
time for exploring your passions and talents, furthering your
education or building a career. Needless to say, it’s a time for
hustle, and if you’re choosing to have a companion by your
side while doing so (whether that be a romantic partner or
a best friend), it’s important to surround yourself with the
right people. Healthy relationships should leave you feeling
uplifted, motivated and positive. However, the warning signs
of a toxic relationship aren’t always so obvious. According
to Psychology Today, a toxic relationship is defined as “any
relationship that is unfavorable to you or others.” With that
being said, here are some important red flags to keep an eye
out for:
1.) All take and no give. If someone truly cares about you,
they will want to see you thrive and not deprive you of your
energy. It’s important for each person to be doing their part to
help one another grow. If someone leaves you feeling drained,
as though you’re gaining nothing in return, it might be time
to re-evaluate their role in your life.
2.) They make you feel insecure. A good friend or
significant other is someone who sees the best in you and
believes in your capabilities, not someone who nitpicks or
belittles you or your aspirations.
3.) You find yourself gossiping about them often. This
isn’t something that is fair for either party involved. A healthy
relationship consists of two people who defend each other’s
names, whether they are in the room or not. If you can find
more bad things than good things to say about a person, then
the relationship is probably not genuine.
4.) You can’t trust them. Trust is an essential part of any
type of relationship. The people you surround yourself with
should be the ones you can confide in without the constant
worry of them taking advantage of you or hurting you.
5.) Projection. Someone who isn’t confident in themselves
might try to project their own insecurities onto you, instead
of working through their own issues. Remember, “misery
loves company.”
6.) They refuse to change their behavior. Someone who
values their pride over you is not a person you should want
to keep around. Unwillingness to grow is a toxic trait and
could hinder not only them, but you too. No one should
feel obligated to put up with any sort of behavior they aren’t
comfortable with.
Abby Martinson | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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‘Green Book’ tone deafness stands out at Oscars
Los Angeles Times

Four years after #OscarsSoWhite was
hashtag-born, the Oscars ceremony saw a record
rendering of diversity: In addition to seven black
artists receiving awards in multiple categories,
Asian filmmakers won best documentary
and best animated short, Mexican filmmaker
Alfonso Cuaron won for best director, best
cinematography and best foreign language film,
and a group of young female filmmakers won
best documentary short for a film about the
stigma associated with menstruation. That’s
a welcome sea change for a motion picture
academy so hidebound four years ago that it
nominated not a single person of color in any
of the four acting categories. Since then, the
academy has swelled its ranks with hundreds
of new voting members who are women and
people of color.
The increase in diversity, however, didn’t
prevent Oscar voters from making some
controversial choices about films centered on
people of color. Most of the friction was over
the awards (notably, the Oscars for best picture
and best original screenplay) going to “Green
Book,” a film about a racist white man who
takes a job chauffeuring a gifted black concert

pianist around the segregated South. To the
film’s critics, and there are many, the awards for
“Green Book” showed that Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences voters still fall for the
old “white savior” tropes and films that resolve
deep-seated conflicts with feel-good Hollywood
endings by the time the final credits roll.
The ire generated by those statuettes wasn’t
abated by the presence of Octavia Spencer
among the movie’s mostly white male
producers, or by actor Mahershala Ali, who
played the pianist, winning for best supporting
actor. Nor did the Oscar that Spike Lee collected
for adapted screenplay (along with a team of cowriters) for “BlacKkKlansman” quell discontent
on Twitter.
In the end, this competition should be about
the best performance and the best work. And it
is inevitable that more talented people will lose
on Oscar night than win. The goal is to keep
expanding the diversity in the membership and
in the film business itself so that a wider vast
array of stories is told on film and championed
by the academy. Judging from the nominees
and winners, the industry is going in the right
direction. The real achievement will come when
a movie is passed over, and no one assumes it’s
because of racism or sexism.
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Bernie Sanders recently announced that he is running in the 2020 presidential election.

Overheard Debates: Should Bernie
be running in the 2020 election?
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
& Jamie Heinrich
Staff Writers

Still just an ordinary person
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

They say the best way to
learn about life is to step into
other people’s shoes. Everybody
has gone through something
another person has not. My
life is the same. I have written
multiple times of my disability,
but many do not know what
actually happened.
I was born Jan. 8, 1990. I was
completely healthy. All limbs
moved. I could breath. There
were no signs of defect. I had a
somewhat average family. Both
my parents were together and
still are. I had eight brothers
and sisters, in which I am
the youngest. All throughout
school, and up to high school,
I was a nerd. I was bullied like
everyone else. I wanted to join
the military, and when I was 18,
I was finally able to. My life had
an ordinary start.
On Nov. 12, 2011, I was
getting ready for my night job
when I had a fight with my
dad. I was 21 at the time, and
I thought I knew everything.
After a 10-minute yelling
match, I stormed out of the
door into a stormy, dark night.
The storm was the worst I have
ever driven in. I still remember
the uneasiness I had in that

slow ride. Then it happened.
When my vision came to,
I tried to look around to see
where I was, but my neck
was extremely sore. Another
car’s lights were beamed onto
me, and I could see people
run in and out of the light.
My face was lying with the
left side in a puddle. I could
feel the rain beat on the right
side of my face. I could hear a
man ask, “Hey, are you okay,”
multiple times to me. After
answering “yes” to the man,
he walked away. In terror, I
began screaming for help just
before I fell unconscious. At
that moment, I knew I was in
a wreck.
It’s funny what goes on
in your mind as you sit in a
pile of wreckage waiting to
be removed from it. I was
not thinking of death or even
anything permanent. I was
actually kind of angry for other
reasons, like calling off work
and losing a week’s worth of
pay to recover from injuries.
I regained consciousness
twice before my surgery. Once
was during the ride in the
ambulance. The medic was
asking me questions like what
my parents’ phone number was.
He kept asking unimportant
questions too to try to keep

me conscious. I remember
counting the ceiling lights on
the ambulance over and over.
There was only four, but I kept
counting them.
The second time was just
before the surgery. I was in
a semi-lit hallway with my
parents right there. I remember
saying how sorry I was for
fighting with my father. I felt I
might have been punished for
arguing with him.
The thing that probably
surprised me the most was
my own reaction to the doctor
telling me I will likely never
walk again. Most people
would probably cry. I felt
nothing. I had no reaction. I
had a stronger reaction to the
pudding I ate after being on a
feeding tube for three days.
I thought I would change
after all that. I did somewhat,
but I’m still just a normal
person. Even through all
that pain and all the physical
disabilities I have, I’m still just
an ordinary person.
Let me hear your story.
Let me know what you have
gone through, so I may learn
through your experiences.
Beau Bruneau |
@edinboronow

There are many overheard debates in
the offices of The Spectator. This week,
Anisa Venner-Johnston and Jamie Heinrich
discuss whether Bernie Sanders should be
running in the 2020 presidential election.
What do you think of Bernie Sanders?
AVJ: I am a proud Vermonter, born
and raised. I am also from the capital,
Montpelier. So, I saw a lot first hand of
Bernie and what he was planning for our
little state. He’s progressive. He always has
been. I think he’s exactly the type of person
we need running America. He’s educated, a
straight shooter and wants what is best for
the people. I love the man for his ideologies,
and for his presentation of himself and
Vermont. He’s funny and the hair is wicked.
JH: Honestly, I’m not a huge fan of
Bernie. His proposed policies would never
work in the U.S., and he is much too
idealistic. I look for a politician who is a
realist — who can work with others to get
things done. Bernie does not seem like the
kind of man who could ever meet in the
middle.
What did you think of him running in
2016?
AVJ: When he announced his bid, I was
in high school. At the time, I didn’t think
much of it. He was a Vermont senator from
my dad’s home state, so of course I was
going to support him. I love my home and
what Vermont stands for. I felt like with
seeing life here compared to other states,
we needed someone like Bernie to guide us.
Not only that, but I was applying to college
and about to take on massive debt attending
school out-of-state. I was in big support of
his higher education reform.
JH: I thought he was a joke — granted I
considered many of those running for office
in 2016 a joke. I liked the idea that Bernie
wanted to give me free college, but at what
cost? Add in that I don’t stand for much
of what he supports (I am heavily pro-life
and anti-big government), I just did not
particularly like him.
Do you support him running now? Why

or why not?
AVJ: I do now more than ever. He is an
independent, who is focused on the well
being of the people and the nation. We
currently have a president who is focused
on neither of those things, and that needs
to change. I believe that Sanders can bring
this nation together. We idolize nations like
Sweden, and here we are with a chance to be
like them: happy, healthy and united.
JH: No, I do not. Though I agree with
Anisa that our current administration has
not necessarily focused on the well being of
our nation; Bernie running now is as much
of a joke as it was in 2016. I also believe that
Bernie running now takes conversations
away from other, more practical candidates
who could be proposing legislation that
could work for all the people in our nation.
What do you think about the fact that
he raised $100 million in 24 hours for his
campaign?
AVJ: I think that says a lot about what the
people support and what hopes they have
for him. As Americans, it’s almost a natural
trait for us to be greedy with our money.
Yet, we are willing to give to this man.
There has to be a reason.
JH: It is the right we have as Americans
to throw our money down the drain if one
wants to support something. Do I think
that $1 million could have been spent on
something better? Yes. Bernie if you’re
reading this, how about you donate that
money to non-profits that better the people
of our nation?
Who do you favor in the 2020 election?
AVJ: Right now, Bernie. I don’t think
there will be anyone better who comes
along, and I’m hoping for a vice presidential
bid from Biden or Beto on his ticket. But
who knows. My opinions and feelings can
change, but I believe in change. I believe in
Bernie.
JH: Right now, it’s too early for me to
support anyone. I would love to see a bid
from a moderate who is willing to put the
wills of people over his or her own political
agenda.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow
Jamie Heinrich | @edinboronow

Uber should take a lesson from the film industry on how to treat its workers
By David P. White
Los Angeles Times

The tide may be turning for workers in the so-called gig
economy as it becomes increasingly obvious that gig work is
not the win-win proposition that the Ubers of the world like
us to believe it is.
Just this month, in response to mounting protests, the
supermarket shopping platform Instacart reversed what
it conceded was a “misguided” policy of counting tips as
part of its workers’ base pay. The move came on the heels
of successful efforts by drivers for Uber and Lyft to win
what amounts to a minimum wage in New York City and
the groundbreaking Dynamex decision by the California
Supreme Court, which sharply limited who can be considered
an independent contractor rather than an employee.
This shift in sentiment shouldn’t be surprising. New
research confirms what many of us have long suspected: Most
gig workers are not otherwise employed people looking for a
quick and easy way to earn a few extra dollars. Rather, they
are breadwinners who depend on these jobs for most or all
of their income. Unfortunately, it’s also becoming clear how
difficult it is to earn a living wage with gig work.
But as gig workers have started to win small concessions
from their employers and victories in the courts, the
companies have been pushing back.
In California, for example, gig companies including Uber,
Lyft, Instacart and TaskRabbit are lobbying state officials
for a legislative or administrative fix that would allow them
to keep treating workers as independent contractors in the
wake of the Dynamex decision. The distinction matters, since
independent contractors lack the basic rights to a minimum
wage, overtime pay, protection from sexual harassment, and
collective bargaining that employees enjoy.
Forcing gig companies to grant their workers these
protections would obviously increase the companies’ costs of
doing business, decreasing the chances they’ll ever earn the
outsized profits envisioned by their starry-eyed investors.

But the companies cited loftier motives in their request
for state intervention. Allowing the court ruling to stand,
they warned darkly, would inevitably wind up “stifling
innovation and threatening the livelihoods of millions.” This
gloomy prediction was echoed by the California Chamber
of Commerce, whose president talked apocalyptically of
whole sectors of the economy being “hamstrung” unless gig
companies were free to continue their current practices.
But is that true? Is it really the case that the companies
can’t survive without exploiting gig workers? History, and the
experience of the union I work for, suggest otherwise.
The fact is, companies such as Uber and its ilk that
maximize flexibility while minimizing costs by treating
their workers as independent contractors are not quite
as innovative as they would like us to believe. A similar
business model was employed by apparel manufacturers in
the early 1900s. The idea was to create a piece-work system in
which seamstresses were paid according to their output and
manufacturers avoided any responsibility for the conditions
under which clothing was produced. Back then, of course, the
companies weren’t considered innovators in a gig economy;
the term of art for their operations was sweatshop.
The first gig workers may well have been entertainers,
itinerant actors, musicians, and other performers who for
centuries had traditionally drifted from job to job, with longterm employment rarely an option. It was jazz musicians who
first started using the term “gig” back in the 1920s to mean a
temporary engagement, in their case, a club date or concert
tour or recording session. And before long, actors and other
performers were using it as well.
It was around the same time that the predecessors of
what’s known today as the Screen Actors Guild-American
Federation of Television and Radio Artists began organizing
these early gig workers. The unions’ main concern was (and
remains) protecting and empowering performers. But in
the process, the unions also accomplished something else:
demonstrating that companies can prosper, even when
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Uber has banned drivers from broadcasting recordings
of their passengers.

required to provide their gig workers with the same rights
and protections regular employees have.
And it’s not just the experience of performers that
demonstrates this fact. Virtually every worker involved in
film and television production, writers, directors, designers,
electricians, teamsters, hairdressers, is a gig worker. And on
most productions, the workers enjoy the same protections
as regular employees, including guaranteed pay rates, health
benefits, pensions, protection from harassment, and, perhaps
most important, the ability to bargain collectively. Has
this hamstrung the industry or stifled progress? Quite the
contrary.
Is there a lesson here for the Ubers of the world?

US News
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Washington Gov. Jay Inslee is betting he can ride climate change to White House
By Evan Halper

Los Angeles Times
WASHINGTON — With his state’s economy roaring and Democrats having just retaken seven
governorships nationally in no small part because of his efforts, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has a
lot on his resume around which to build a traditional presidential candidacy.
Yet he is taking a leap of faith. He will run not on economic fairness or bolstering access to
health care or equal rights. His campaign will instead be focused on the single issue that Inslee
argues pre-empts all others — the climate crisis.
Inslee, who is expected to officially enter the race in the coming days, would be the first
candidate of a major party to focus a presidential run on an issue that is increasingly capturing the
attention of voters, even as the politics of it remains full of peril.
“If I get into this race, it will be on this reason, for this reason, by this reason,” said Inslee, who
speaks with the caveats of an undeclared candidate, even as members of his team acknowledge a
launch is imminent.
“It is going to be for defeating climate change. It will be the first thing I say. It will be the launch
vehicle for the rocket,” he said in an interview. “I will be the first candidate in history to say this
has to be the No. 1 priority in the United States. This has to be the paramount duty of the United
States.”
Washington state is a sturdy platform from which to build that case. The state has aggressively
pursued climate action during Inslee’s tenure, advancing renewable energy goals, electric-car
innovations, and efficiency requirements. The state’s economy continues to boom even as the
transition to clean energy proceeds rapidly, making it a compelling counterpoint to arguments
from President Donald Trump and other Republicans that climate action is too costly, burdensome
and destabilizing.
Yet Inslee’s experience as governor over the last six years also reflects the pitfalls of climate
politics. He helped lead two failed crusades for far-reaching clean-energy ballot initiatives in 2016
and again in 2018. The measures aimed to restructure Washington’s economy around measures to
combat climate change, through either a tax on carbon or a market-based cap and trade system.
That’s the kind of action climate activists say will be crucial to keep warming below the threshold
that climate scientists warn would be catastrophic. Voters balked.
A parallel legislative effort championed by Inslee has also fallen short, although he argues that
there is now renewed energy behind the measures after climate-conscious Democrats flipped
several legislative seats in November.
“Social change takes time,” Inslee said during the interview in Washington, D.C., where he had
just participated in a news conference touting the plans of the seven new Democratic governors he
helped elect while chair of the Democratic Governors Association. “And during that period of time
you lose, and you lose and you lose, and then you win.”
The governor, who is the author of a book about climate change and worked with former
California Gov. Jerry Brown to establish an alliance of 21 states committed to reaching the goals
in the Paris agreement on climate change, said the urgency of the problem requires it have the full
attention of the White House now.
“It is the place to call America to a higher horizon of achievement,” Inslee said of the presidency.
“We have never had a president to call America to this mission statement. We have got to have
that.”
The strategy stands out to some as eccentric at a time Democratic voters are more focused on
finding a candidate who can demonstrate a clear path to extracting Trump from the Oval Office
rather than taking a bold political risk that could go sideways in the general election. But it gives
the governor, who built his political career on climate action, a signature issue with which to stand
out from a crowded field.
As Democratic presidential candidates glad-hand and speechify their way through Iowa,
New Hampshire and other states early on the primary calendar, climate is already emerging as
a bigger concern than in any prior election. A new poll commissioned by the liberal Center for
American Progress found the warming climate to be virtually tied with health care as the top issue

Trump accused of kissing ex-campaign
staffer without consent in 2016
By George Bennett
The Palm Beach Post

PALM BEACH, Fla. — A staffer on President Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign has filed a federal
lawsuit accusing Trump of kissing her without her consent before a 2016 Florida rally, a claim denied as
“absurd” by the White House on Monday.
The lawsuit filed by Alva Johnson in U.S. District Court in Tampa claims that Trump, at a gathering
with other campaign personnel before an Aug. 24, 2016, Tampa rally, “grasped her hand and did not let
go” and tried to kiss her on the mouth before Johnson turned her head and the kiss landed on the corner
of her mouth. The incident left Johnson, a 43-year-old mother of four from Alabama, “confused and
humiliated” at the time, her lawsuit says, and she “continues to suffer emotional distress, psychological
trauma, humiliation, embarrassment, loss of dignity, invasion of privacy and other damages.”
Johnson, a black woman, also claims in the lawsuit that she was underpaid because of her race and
gender and seeks damages for herself and “all others similarly situated.”
White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders denied Johnson’s claims.
“This accusation is absurd on its face. This never happened and is directly contradicted by multiple
highly credible eyewitness accounts,” Sanders said.
Johnson’s lawsuit says former Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi was among those who witnessed
the incident. Bondi told The Washington Post, which first reported on Johnson’s lawsuit, that she does
not remember any inappropriate behavior by Trump.
“Do I recall seeing anything inappropriate? One hundred percent no,” Bondi told The Washington
Post. “I’m a prosecutor, and if I saw something inappropriate, I would have said something.”
Trump appeared at a rally at the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa on Aug. 24, 2016, his first Florida
appearance after a shakeup in which campaign chairman Paul Manafort resigned and Kellyanne Conway
took over as campaign manager. Before the rally, Trump visited one of the recreational vehicles his
campaign used as mobile offices in Florida. The incident alleged by Johnson occurred in the RV with
Bondi and several others present, her lawsuit says.
The Tampa rally came about six weeks before the Oct. 7, 2016, release of the infamous “Access
Hollywood” tape of a 2005 conversation in which Trump boasted of kissing and groping women without
asking them because “when you’re a star they let you do it.” After the tape, several women publicly
accused Trump of sexual assault and sexual harassment.
In her lawsuit, Johnson said that when she heard the “Access Hollywood” tape she “realized that what
Defendant Donald Trump had done to her was not an isolated incident but part of a pattern of predatory
behavior towards women.”
In Palm Beach County the following week to prepare for an Oct. 13 Trump rally at the South Florida
Fairgrounds, Johnson said she contacted an attorney “to discuss her legal options.” Fort Lauderdale-based
attorney Adam D. Horowitz told The Palm Beach Post that he met with Johnson at a Starbucks in Boca
Raton and found her claims “credible,” but ultimately decided not to take her case.
In an Oct. 28, 2016, text message that Johnson shared with The Washington Post, Horowitz said he
believed Johnson but “(r)ight now my practice simply cannot dive into something like that which would
be so time-consuming with an uncertain outcome.”
The lead attorney for the lawsuit Johnson filed Monday is Hassan Zavareei of Washington, D.C., with
attorneys from Florida and Oakland, Calif., also listed.
The Washington Post reported that Johnson’s father and half sister briefly obtained a temporary
restraining order against Johnson in a 2006 dispute in Georgia in which they accused Johnson of calling
a younger sibling’s school and falsely claiming that the sibling was using drugs. The family members
withdrew the petitions less than three weeks later, the paper reported.
Zavareei, reached Monday, said Johnson denied the 2006 accusation and is no longer in a dispute with
the family members.
“It was a private family matter that was resolved right away,” Zavareei said of the 2006 matter. “The
family is now fully supportive of Alva. It’s been resolved.”
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Donald Trump allegedly kissed a member of his 2016 campaign staff without consent.

Democratic voters are concerned about in five early primary states, including California. That is a
notable shift in public opinion compared with previous years, when climate ranked substantially
lower among voter priorities.
“It has taken on a much more important role,” said Geoff Garin, one of the pollsters who
conducted the survey. “Democratic voters see climate not only as an existential threat, but also see
President Trump as doing real damage to the country’s climate policies. They are motivated on
this.”
That could create an opening for Inslee.
“The moment may be ripe for a ‘climate first’ candidate,” Garin said. “Especially in a large and
crowded field, somebody who sees climate as the kind of existential crisis that deserves this kind of
focus may really stand out. ... Voters notice when candidates single out an issue and attach greater
importance to it than any other issue.”
Inslee, though, doesn’t have a lock on climate voters. Whether his agenda will be bold enough to
satisfy them also remains to be seen. He will be running against several candidates who embrace a
Green New Deal that demands full decarbonization on a schedule that the Washington governor
has suggested may not be realistic.
Like other dark-horse presidential candidates before him — particularly those who occupy
a governor’s office — Inslee compares himself to former President Jimmy Carter, who was the
relatively unknown governor of Georgia when he jumped into the 1976 race. But he says he has
something Carter didn’t: more experience than arguably any of his competitors in confronting an
emergency that voters increasingly see as not just urgent, but existential.
“When I walked through Paradise, Calif., it looked like an apocalypse from a Hollywood movie,”
said Inslee, who traveled to the California town destroyed by wildfire that global warming has
exacerbated.
“But it was a real town of 25,000 people. Donald Trump can’t pronounce the name of that town,
but we can demonstrate how devastating his climate denial has been. You can’t just wipe that away
from the nightly news. This is real. People are seeing it with their own eyes.”

Photo: Dean Rutz/Seattle Times/TNS

Clear skies and snow greet Washington Gov. Jay Inslee in New Hampshire on Tuesday,
Jan. 22, 2019, including college campus visits to both Saint Anselm and Dartmouth.

San Francisco will remove more than 9,300
marijuana-related crimes from records
By Joseph Serna

Los Angeles Times
A yearlong effort to expunge marijuanarelated convictions in San Francisco has
been completed, with more than 9,300
crimes removed from people’s records,
prosecutors announced Monday.
Given that recreational marijuana is
now legal in California and that the war on
drugs has had a disproportionate effect on
minorities, District Attorney George Gascon
said his office’s effort is aimed at removing
barriers a criminal conviction poses for
individuals long after they’ve served their
sentence.
In an announcement last year, Gascon
said his office would review every
marijuana-related conviction to find ones
eligible for expungement under Proposition
64, passed by voters in 2016. Though
individuals can request expungements
themselves, the process is known to be
difficult to navigate and relatively few
attempt it.
Gascon’s office initially began the
expungement process by hand and found
about 1,000 cases to clear, but then teamed
up with Code for America, a national
nonprofit that uses technology to make
government more efficient.
Coders there created an algorithm that
combed through San Francisco’s digitized
criminal records going back to 1975 in just
minutes.
The program automatically fills out the
required forms and generates a completed
motion in PDF format. The district
attorney’s office can then file the completed
motion with the court.
After about a year of work, Gascon
announced on Monday they’d found 9,362
cases that were eligible to be expunged.
All that’s left to be done is for the courts to
process the requests, he said.
“It was the morally right thing to do,” he
said. “If you have a felony conviction, you
are automatically excluded in so many ways
from participating in your community.”
Limitations that some people encounter
after they’ve served their sentences are less
well known, Gascon said, like barriers to
education, housing, employment and even
being barred from a child’s school field trip
because of a conviction.
Proposition 64 legalized, among other
things, the possession and purchase of
up to an ounce of marijuana and allowed
individuals to grow up to six plants for
personal use. The measure also allowed
people convicted of marijuana possession to
petition the courts to have those convictions
expunged as long as the person does not
pose a risk to public safety. People also

can petition to have some crimes reduced
from a felony to a misdemeanor, including
possession of more than an ounce of
marijuana by a person who is 18 or older.
“This isn’t a political thing. This is about
dignity. People pay their debt to society.
People pay the consequences for something
we no longer consider a crime,” he said.
“They should not be jumping through hoops
for this. They should just get it.”
Only stand-alone marijuana convictions
were eligible for expungement, Gascon said.
Marijuana convictions that were tied in
with other offenses in a single criminal case
such as a robbery, burglary or DUI, were not
expunged, officials said.
In the end, the project removed what
had been a disproportionate number of
convictions hanging over the heads of
the city’s blacks and Latinos. Though San
Francisco is about 5 percent black, that
community saw a third of all marijuanarelated convictions. Latinos make up about
15 percent of the city, but 27 percent of
marijuana convictions, Gascon’s office said.
Gascon, who is not seeking a third term
in office, said his ambition is to show what
Code for America’s algorithm did in San
Francisco and take that approach statewide.
“Until something has been shown, it is
hard for people to believe it will work,” said
Jennifer Pahlka, founder and executive
director for Code for America. “Our theory
of change is if you show what’s possible you
can reset the expectation bar.”
The expungements only date back to
1975, the earliest digitized records that San
Francisco prosecutors maintain, Gascon
said.
In Los Angeles County, District Attorney
Jackie Lacey said last year that petitioning
through the courts would be faster for
people seeking relief than waiting for her
office to review the case files.
The same month, the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors approved a motion
to develop a plan to help make it easier
for people to reduce or clear minor pot
convictions.
The Los Angeles County district
attorney’s office estimates there have been
40,000 felony convictions involving potrelated offenses since 1993. It is unclear how
many of those people are eligible for relief or
how many have petitioned for it.
Code for America plans to expand
the pilot program to other California
counties with the target of clearing 250,000
convictions by 2019. The organization has
previously delved into the realm of criminal
justice. In 2016, it created Clear My Record,
an online application that connects people
with lawyers to clear criminal records across
California.
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Venezuela has had major protests
before, but this moment is different
By Leila Miller
Los Angeles Times
Since he took office in 2013 when his mentor Hugo Chavez died, Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro has withstood many anti-government protests, which have resulted in
hundreds of deaths and thousands of arrests in clashes with police.
There have been more than 48,900 anti-government protests since 2013, mostly consisting
of large groups of neighbors, public workers and university students, according to the
Venezuelan Observatory of Social Conflict. The human rights group reports that protests in
2018 surpassed the two previous largest waves, in 2014 and 2017.
In 2014, demonstrations against rising crime and shortages of basic goods in the South
American nation ended in the deaths of more than 40 people and the jailing of opposition
leader Leopoldo Lopez. Venezuelans took to the streets again in 2017 after the country’s
Supreme Court approved the transfer of legislative powers from the opposition-led National
Assembly to Maduro. The death toll then was more than 150 and thousands more were
injured.
Today’s situation is different. As Venezuela’s humanitarian crisis reaches a new extreme,
many poor and working-class people who traditionally backed the Chavista socialist agenda
have joined protests. Maduro faces strong international pressure to step down as more than
20 countries, including the United States, have recognized opposition leader Juan Guaido as
Venezuela’s interim president.
Here are the conditions that distinguish the current protests:
An unprecedented humanitarian crisis
Once a prosperous country, Venezuela suffers from an economic crisis that critics say has
resulted from a decline in oil production and government corruption and mismanagement.
Inflation during 2018 exceeded 1 million percent, and a recent study by university researchers
in Venezuela found that poverty based on income nearly doubled from just under 50 percent
of households in 2014 to 87 percent in 2017.
With the minimum wage about $6 a month, many can no longer afford ample food. The
country also has the world’s highest murder rate at 81.4 deaths per 100,000 people (compared
with 5.3 per 100,000 in the U.S.), according to the Venezuelan Observatory of Violence.
This has fueled a massive exodus. There are now roughly 3.4 million Venezuelan refugees
and migrants worldwide, with about 1 million people having moved to neighboring Colombia
between March 2017 and June 2018. (Venezuela’s population is about 32 million.) The number
of Venezuelan asylum seekers worldwide rose from about 4,000 in 2014 to more than 200,000
in 2018.
“In 2014, there were complaints, there were food shortages, but nothing of what you have
of late,” said Michael Matera, director of the Americas Program at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington. “You didn’t have outbreaks of diphtheria, measles, polio.
What you’ve seen in the last year is unprecedented. It’s
Yemen, it’s Syria, it’s Afghanistan, but it’s in the
Western Hemisphere.”

Strong
international pressure
The humanitarian crisis and Maduro’s
reelection last May, widely denounced as
fraudulent, have helped mobilize international
opposition. David Smilde, a Venezuela expert at Tulane
University, said that although opposition leaders had called
for Maduro’s resignation in 2014, his party had just received
strong backing in municipal elections.
Photo: Federico Parra/AFP/Getty
“That claim rang hollow internationally,” Smilde
Images/TNS
said. “Of course, the U.S. has always supported the

Teen who joined ISIS wonʼt
be allowed to return to Britain
By Brian Niemietz

New York Daily News
She’s only just Begum.
The London teenager who ran away to
join Islamic State is being denied re-entry
to Great Britain where she now wants to live
with her son, whose dad is a jailed terrorist.
A lawyer for Shamima Begum, 19, tweeted
his regrets that his client was having her
citizenship revoked by the nation she
betrayed.
“Family are very dissapointed (sic)
with the Home Office’s intention to have
an order made depriving Shamima of
her citizenship,” Mohammed T. Akunjee
tweeted Tuesday.
Begum was 15 when she f led her East
London home with two schoolmates to link
up with the violent terror organization. Less
than two weeks after arriving in Syria, she
married an Islamic State fighter who was
recently apprehended by Syrian forces.
The pair reportedly had two other
children, who died from malnutrition.
Begum was hoping to raise her third child,
born Sunday, in London. The teenager and
her son are living in a refugee camp.
By her own admission, Begum knew
about the violent nature of Islamic State
when she left her family home in Bethnal
Green almost four years ago, but was
reportedly all right with the beheadings of
journalists and such.
“From what I heard, Islamically that is all
allowed, so I was OK with it,” she told Sky
News.
Begum’s expulsion from England will
likely face legal hurdles as the teen is now
a woman without a country. British Home
Secretary Sajid Javid vowed last week to
block the return of any British citizens who
f led the island to join Islamic State.
However, according to Al-Jazeera, Justice

Minister David Gauke doesn’t believe a
person can be rendered stateless. It isn’t
believed Begum sought citizenship in
another country during her time in the
Middle East. Begum’s attorney vowed to
fight on.
“We are considering all legal avenues to
challenge this decision,” he tweeted.
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Renu Begum, eldest sister of Shamima
Begum, holds her sister’s photo as she is
interviewed by the media at New Scotland
Yard in February 2015.

opposition, but there was not the widespread international support in Europe and the region
supporting the opposition movement.”
Foreign governments’ previous attempts to mediate talks between Maduro and the
opposition failed, but now, Smilde said, support for Guaido from many Western Hemisphere
and Western Europe nations has “given this movement much more power.”
The Trump administration announced sanctions on Jan. 28 against Venezuela’s state-owned
oil company, Petroleos de Venezuela, known as PdVSA.
Lisa Viscidi, of the Inter-American Dialogue think tank, said that while previous sanctions
have included actions targeting Venezuelan officials, the recent action could have a much
stronger effect. Venezuela produces little domestically besides oil and largely relies on
petroleum profits from exports to import basic goods.
“The threat of sanctions has been floating around in the U.S. for many years,” she said.
“They were always worried about the fear that the humanitarian crisis would get worse
because the economic situation would get worse without a guarantee there would be a positive
change in government. That threat still exists — we still don’t know how this is going to end
up.”
Maduro still has the support of Venezuela’s military, as well as of Russia and China, both
major lenders to the country.
“We’re in a historic battle,” he said during a visit to a military base in early February.
“We’re facing the greatest political, diplomatic and economic aggression that Venezuela has
confronted in 200 years.”
Opposition parties united under Guaido
The leadership of the National Assembly rotates between opposition parties, but historically
divided opposition leaders have united in recent weeks behind Guaido. So far, the opposition
has refused to negotiate with Maduro and has demanded his resignation, and called for a
transitional government and new elections.
Harold Trinkunas, a nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington,
contrasted the opposition’s united stance with its disagreements in 2014 and 2017 over
whether to participate in civil disobedience.
“The Venezuelan opposition spans the whole spectrum, from former members of the
communist party to right-wing libertarians,” he said. “They don’t have a lot in common other
than they want Maduro out of power.”
Demographics of protesters
The recent protests against Maduro involve a broader segment of the population, including
poor neighborhoods that have benefited from subsidized housing and food under Chavez and
Maduro.
Manuel Felipe Sierra, a journalist and political analyst in Venezuela, said
people perceive Guaido not as a representative of a political party but
rather a leader responding to the humanitarian crisis. “The social and
economic crisis is so great that what you see on the street is not only
from the political opposition,” he said.
Government response to protesters
Experts say Maduro is adopting a more measured approach to protests
than in the past, when face-offs frequently resulted in the use of tear gas and
water cannons. At the same time, the United Nations reported in January that
at least 850 people have recently been detained and more than 40 killed, many by security
forces during protests and illegal house raids in poor neighborhoods.
Abraham Lowenthal, president emeritus of the Pacific Council on International Policy, said
the key question moving forward is whether members of the armed forces may be willing to
defect.
“I think it is a safe assumption that there are a number of senior officers in the Venezuelan
armed forces who have been loyal to Maduro and beforehand to Chavez,” he said, “but who
recognize things have been going downhill and that the economic situation is desperate, the
hyperinflation is desperate, the oil industry is in bad shape and all the international pressures
are mounting.”
Smilde said that the diminished aggression of Venezuela’s National Guard could suggest
the military is not willing to engage in repression on behalf of Maduro. Human Rights Watch
and the Venezuelan Penal Forum, a group that tracks political arrests, reported that in recent
years, intelligence and security forces have detained and tortured military personnel accused
of conspiring against the government.
Guaido has so far avoided being jailed like Lopez was in 2014. He was detained only
briefly in mid-January in an incident the country’s communications minister described as an
“irregular procedure” led by a group of officials acting unilaterally.
“The U.S. has threatened that if anything happened to the National Assembly or Guaido
there would be the most serious consequences,” Smilde said. “That international pressure has
definitely made this opposition moment possible.”

Kudlow says heʼs working to end tariffs as Canada balks on trade deal
By Greg Quinn
Bloomberg News

OTTAWA, Ontario — White House economic
adviser Larry Kudlow said he’s working to remove
U.S. tariffs on steel and aluminum imports from
Canada and Mexico after a Canadian minister
signaled that his government may not ratify a new
North American trade agreement if the duties
remain.
Kudlow made the comments on a panel at the
National Governors Association’s winter meeting
in Washington Sunday. He spoke after Marc
Garneau, Canada’s transport minister, said “I don’t
know if we are going to get there” in approving the
deal if the tariffs aren’t removed.
The duties are no longer needed now that the
two countries and Mexico have agreed on the
new U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement, Garneau
said. Kudlow also suggested that U.S. Trade
Representative Robert Lighthizer was working
toward having the tariffs removed.
“Ambassador Lighthizer and his group, we
are working on that, we are hard at work on that,
to solve that issue,” Kudlow said of the metals
tariffs after Garneau spoke. Earlier in the panel
discussion, Kudlow said the new three-nation
agreement was “very strong” and that Trump
taught him that tariffs can be a good negotiating
tactic to break down trade barriers.
Canada retaliated dollar-for-dollar against
U.S. tariffs last year, and Garneau’s comments
Sunday were some of the sharpest about the
dispute as Prime Minister Justin Trudeau leads his
government toward an October election. Garneau
said that while political energy may shift to other
issues in coming months, the tariffs alone are a
major stumbling block to ratification.
“Those tariffs are an unnecessary tax which is
weighing down on both countries,” Garneau said.
He also said the original U.S. reason for tariffs on
national security grounds was never justified.
“This will present us with real challenges as we
begin the process of ratification in Canada _ I don’t
know if we are going to get there,” Garneau said.
Canada would quickly drop its metals tariffs and
ratify the agreement in response to a U.S. move,
Garneau said. “We want to go ahead and do it

because this is very good for both of our countries,”
Garneau said of ratifying the trade agreement.
Garneau appealed to the governors in the
audience to push the Trump administration to
drop the tariffs, noting that Canada is the top
export market for many U.S. states. The U.S. also
has a $2 billion surplus in steel trade with Canada,
and the bilateral deficit on aluminum is because
America needs more of that metal than it can
produce, Garneau said.
Mexican officials have also called for the metal
tariffs to be removed, and a coalition of business,
agricultural and trade groups, including the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, wrote a letter in January
asking the same of Lighthizer and Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross.
Kudlow said the new trade agreement was
a “template” for other deals and would bring
$62 billion in auto investment to the U.S. Such
agreements are better than broad, multilateral
trade pacts that sink to the “lowest common
denominator,” Kudlow said.
Passing the trade deal would also be helpful as
a “show of unity” by North America against other
trade competitors like China, he said.
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Larry Kudlow discusses the Trump
administration’s trade deliberations.

