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Wolf, family therapist, headlines speakers
Panel discussion brings facts and advice about transgender experience
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Uncomfortable
Conversations:
Transgender
Language

A recent round of Edinboro University’s
“Uncomfortable Conversations” series focused
on transgender individuals, hitting several major
topics along the way.
The discussion, titled “Transgender Language,”
took place on Tuesday, Feb. 26, in the BaronForness Library.
Christopher LaFuria, manager of
communications at EU, made opening remarks
before introducing Dr. Roger Wolbert, chair of
the LGBTQIA Commission on campus.
The panel also included Michelle Wolf, a
marriage and family therapist in Erie. Wolf
is a male-to-female transgender woman,
who, according to Edinboro’s press release,
“has been working with transgender clients
for many years as a therapist.” Wolf was then
joined by Dr. Elaine Rinfrette, a member of
the LGBTQIA Commission and an associate
professor. Rinfrette spoke in place of Tyler Titus,
a licensed professional counselor and elected
Erie School Board member, who was unable to
attend. Titus was the first openly transgender
individual elected to public office in the state of
Pennsylvania.
“I’m here to make you all feel uncomfortable
tonight,” were the first words from Wolf, who
incited laughter and who immediately created a
relaxed atmosphere before a Q&A session took
place.
Wolf began her transition about eight years

ago, including having surgery in 2013, and
stressed that the biggest means of support in a
transition include family, especially parents.
Here are more highlights from the
presentation:
— No question was off limits, yet details were
spared accordingly, and Wolf also addressed
the potential, albeit enormous difficulties of
becoming and identifying as transgender.
— The first question, regarding voice
therapy, came from the student president of
the university’s Speech and Hearing Club.
Wolf explained that she initially struggled with
changing her voice and has yet to go through
with it, preferring to keep her voice as is.
— The second question involved elementaryaged children and what both schools and parents
can do to help in the subject of a gender change.
Wolf provided steps, including addressing the
child by their preferred name and gender, along
with supporting them in their chosen activities.
— Changes and challenges include hormone
therapy, name changing and surgery, which Wolf
says is different for everybody.
— When it comes to being an ally, Wolf
suggests that each side be themselves and avoid
burning bridges.
— She also touched on misgendering, along
with people asking what pronouns to use and

See Language, A2

Hot chocolate,
Diversity and inclusion officer talks status of
dodgeball and more diversity on campus, provides reality to retention rates
addressed in SGA
By Shayma Musa
News Editor
congress meeting
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

The recent meeting for the Edinboro University Student
Government Association (EUSGA) took place on Monday,
at 4:30 p.m., in room 107A of Compton Hall.
EUSGA first reminded attendees that final student club
budgets are due on Friday by 11:59 p.m.
They’re also planning a Build-A-Bear event, along with a
hot chocolate day. More information will be released.
On Friday, EUSGA will host an information session
on the first floor of the student center. It will take place
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. with Kyle Hurysz. He is the student
representative for the Edinboro University Council
of Trustees. The underlying goal is to establish more
interaction between students and the trustee.
No club announcements were made.
Mike Sparks, a board member and volunteer for the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS), along with Nick
Hefler, president of the Interfraternity Council, gave a
presentation regarding Dodge the Dark, an event that
will be held by campus Greek Life on Sunday, March 24,
at 6 p.m. in the Zafirovski Sports & Recreation Arena.
Registration will begin at 5 p.m., and the opening ceremony
will be at 5:30 p.m.
The goal is to have as many teams as possible with 8-10
members.
The deadline to register is Friday, March 22, and the price
is $25 per person.
Some facts about leukemia and the event itself were
shared, such as statistics stating that someone is diagnosed
with cancer every three minutes in the United States, and
that every nine minutes a person dies from it.
Sparks also shared a story regarding his own son and how
this type of event was able to save his life.
The event also includes a banner competition, best
dressed contest, Chinese raffle baskets and more.
More information about this event can be found at
https://events.lls.org/pages/wpa/DodgetheDarkEdinboro.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow
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When Diversity and Inclusion
Officer Terrence Mitchell stepped
into his office for the first time on
Tuesday, Jan. 7, he was tasked with
three objectives by interim university
president Michael Hannan:
1. Increase the population of
underrepresented minorities in the
student body, along with in the first
generation students.
2. Do the same for employees.
3. Try to create an inclusive and
welcoming environment.
Mitchell got right to work.
On Friday, Feb. 22, after a little
more than a month in office,
he presented the findings of a
preliminary report on diversity at
Edinboro University. A few weeks
later, on March 11, The Spectator sat
down with Mitchell to talk diversity
on campus, his plans for the next year,
and what he sees diversity developing
into at Edinboro in the next few years.
But first, he started with a broader
issue. His “largest concern” is the
loss of freshman students. This

loss impacts the general student
population, along with students
of color and underrepresented
minorities. “Right now, we’ve been
losing up to 40-50 percent of the class
for the last four to five years.”
According to university records,
more specifically, the second-year
retention rate for students of color
at Edinboro has been in decline
since Fall 2013, where 66.9 percent
of students were retained; in Fall
2014, 62.3 percent were retained; in
Fall 2015, 56.9 percent were retained;
and in Fall 2016, there was a slight
increase as 61 percent were retained.
These numbers ref lect a nationwide
decrease in college enrollment.
Across the board, African-American
students, and students from
underrepresented populations are
losing interest in college, according to
Mitchell. The only population that is
steadily increasing in terms of college
attendance is the Hispanic student
population.
Mitchell likes to emphasize the
numbers by bringing them down to
reality, “Let’s say you were a freshman

that year (Fall 2013). That means that
you lost one of your best friends, and
if everybody lost one, that affects your
experience on campus. Retention
is not just about keeping students,
it’s also about having a satisfactory
experience for the ones who stay. You
want to keep your peers. I don’t know
if anyone looked at these numbers
in that way. We need to get better at
retaining our students.”
He continued: “Another concern
is if we want to diversify our faculty,
where are we going to get those
faculty from? Because everyone wants
to diversify their faculty. I do know
that we pay more than New York state
for entry-level faculty, so that is a
place to look. I believe that we have
Buffalo, Cleveland, Pittsburgh and
Erie to our advantage.”
Mitchell says that Edinboro has
the structures in place to grow. “I
think that Edinboro already has good
programs in place...I think that the
presidential councils on diversity,
women and LGBT+ issues are good. I
also think that the Frederick Douglass
Institute is a wonderful program, and
I’ve been working with the advisors
for that program.”
Edinboro’s population of students
of color is small, says Mitchell,
however, because of that, the
community is strong.
“You guys (students of color) get
along here,” Mitchell said.
However, he sees his job as taking
the responsibility off of students’
shoulders. “We need to make sure that
students feel comfortable coming to
us and letting us know about students
who are in trouble.”

Graphic: Provided by Edinboro University

Universities across the nation are experiencing a decrease in enrollment.
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Sports
How to Train
Your Dragon:
The Hidden
World
Writer Jason Hurst
reviews Dreamwork’s
latest in the animated
trilogy, A4.

Kopacko set for national meet, B1.
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Rick Singer charged with
money laundering in
admissions scandal
By Paul Pringle and
Alene Tchekmedyian
Los Angeles Times

William Rick Singer touted his charity
as a way to open doors for disadvantaged
students who grew up surrounded by gang
violence.
The Key Worldwide Foundation’s
website says it funds dental care for needy
Cambodians, after-school programs for
children in 20 cities across the United States
and life coaching to underprivileged girls in
Los Angeles.
But federal tax records reviewed by
the Los Angeles Times showed the great
majority of the charity’s grants actually went
to elite universities, including the University
of Southern California, Yale and New York
University. The nonprofit is now at the
center of what prosecutors called the largest
college admissions scam ever uncovered.
The charity, they allege, was nothing
more than a means to launder money
from wealthy parents to bribe college
administrators and coaches as part of
a massive cheating scandal to get their
children admitted into the schools. Fifty
people have been charged in the probe.
In 2016, the most recent year for which
the records are available, Singer’s foundation
gave $252,500 to the University of Texas
Athletics, $50,000 to the USC Women’s
Athletics Board, $25,000 to the USC soccer
Program and $83,181 to NYU Athletics, the
tax documents show. The documents show
$100,000 was donated to a company with
an address linked to UCLA’s men’s soccer
coach, who was indicted.
Meanwhile, the LadyLike Foundation,
which offers mentoring and workshops to
girls in Los Angeles, received $10,000 that
year. Friends of Cambodia got $18,550.
In 2015, the nonprofit gave $250,000
to athletic programs at USC, including
its water polo and women’s volleyball
programs, $294,000 to the University of
Texas Athletics, $250,000 to Yale Summer
Time Sports and $175,000 to Chapman
University.

That year, Friends of Cambodia received
$19,200.
In 2014, USC sports programs received
$225,000, while NYU Athletics received
$203,998, the tax records show. The year
before, the Fullerton Futbol Academy at
Cal State Fullerton received $100,000,
the records state. Attempts to reach the
director of the academy late Tuesday were
unsuccessful.
It’s unclear which donations listed on the
tax forms, if any, were used as bribes in the
scheme. The documents don’t explain how
the grants were used by the universities.
Singer, who owns the admissions company
called the Edge College & Career Network,
was charged with money laundering,
obstruction of justice, racketeering and
conspiracy to defraud the United States in a
scheme that began in 2011.
He cooperated with authorities in the
investigation and pleaded guilty to the
charges in Boston on Tuesday afternoon,
according to court records.
Prosecutors allege that well-to-do parents
paid Singer to help their children cheat on
college entrance exams and to falsify athletic
records to enable them to gain admission to
at least eight schools, a list that also includes
UCLA, Stanford and Georgetown.
Not all the schools named in the case
received donations, according to the tax
records.
Federal law enforcement began the
investigation, dubbed “Operation
Varsity Blues,” in May, based on a tip
from a confidential source who was
being interviewed as part of a separate
investigation, said FBI Special Agent Joseph
Bonavolonta.
The government alleges that Singer
instructed parents to donate funds to the
charity as part of the scheme. The parents
were then able to deduct the donation from
their income taxes, according to the Internal
Revenue Service.
Among those charged were Hollywood
actresses Felicity Huffman, of “Desperate
Housewives,” and Lori Loughlin, who
starred in “Full House.”

Diversity
From A1
“Your job as students are to graduate,” Mitchell said.
Noted issues don’t have to be large; he recounted a story of an African-American student
not being able to get their hair cut in Edinboro. “If we have 20-30 students saying they can’t
get haircuts, it’s just a matter of them letting us know and getting a bus up to Erie so that
they can get haircuts.”
An additional issue Mitchell presented during his Feb. 22 session was the amount of
programing that occurs on campus. “We do a lot of programing here, but more is not always
better, I’d rather have less programing and have those [programs] be really good.”
Mitchell has been at Edinboro University for almost two months now, and he says that in
the next few months he will continue to work with various campus members in order to get
an idea of what everybody is doing. “We need people to start talking to each other,” Mitchell
said. Mitchell is open to students, faculty and staff coming in and talking to him. He can be
contacted at tamitchell@edinboro.edu.

Language
From A1
addressing the significance of being either hurtful
or helpful, to which she added that as long as one
takes care in that regard, situations can go much
smoother.
— Another concern is suicide, which is a “huge
problem” in the transgender population, though
rates cannot specifically be tracked. Wolf said that
she herself has not struggled with those thoughts,
yet can relate to the feeling of someone wanting to
keep their identity as a permanent secret. This is
part of the reason why she feels people should take
their time when transitioning, stressing that there
is no rush.
— Her former name, which is commonly
referred to as a “dead name” in the transgender
community, is Michael, which she says never goes
away, especially when changing it.
— Many stages of her transition were “intensely
awkward, difficult and painful,” and there is still
an issue of what others may think, which other
people deal with regularly.
— Another person asked if Wolf has envied

those born with their identified gender. Explaining
certain experiences that she had during her male
childhood, which she accepts as part of her life,
she is happy with where she is now in spite of what
she cannot change, both of her past and future.
— Her family has been very supportive
overall, and while addressing various examples
of treatment towards those in the LGBTQIA
community, Wolf shared that whether a person is
treated respectfully or otherwise does not change
one’s understanding of their own gender.
The last question was posed by LaFuria,
reiterating that the goal here is to take the
“uncomfortable” out of the conversation, which
Wolf is hopeful for but shared that it will take years
to get to that point.
“I think we have to stay on top of it,” said
Rinfrette during closing remarks, followed by
the chance for one-on-one discussions upon
conclusion.

By Griffin Connolly

Wednesday.
“In retrospect, while the sentence could have
been clearer regarding the time frames, the sentence
is true,” Monico wrote.
In a statement Wednesday, Cummings appeared
to accept Cohen’s clarification, saying that it is
the committee’s practice to “give witnesses an
opportunity to clarify their testimony.”
“I do not see the need for further action, at least
at this time,” Cummings said.
Cummings and his staff will go over the
transcript of Cohen’s private interview with the
House Intelligence Committee when that becomes
available, he said.
GOP Reps. Jim Jordan and Mark Meadows, two
of Trump’s closest allies in the House, have sent
a letter to the DOJ asking that it probe whether
Cohen committed perjury.
Jordan, the top Republican on the Oversight
panel, has claimed that Cohen lied to the committee
at least seven times during his public testimony.
Democrats on the committee have said
Republicans are using Cohen’s statements on
pardon discussions with the president as a
smokescreen for Trump, whom Cohen claimed in
his testimony committed multiple crimes before
and during his presidency.

Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow

No perjury for Michael Cohen
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — Chairman Elijah Cummings
of the House Committee on Oversight and Reform
on Wednesday quashed any notion that he would
refer Michael Cohen to the Justice Department for
perjury.
Republicans on the oversight panel have claimed
that the former personal lawyer for President
Donald Trump committed perjury when he told
the committee at a public hearing in February “I
never asked for, nor would I accept” a pardon from
Trump.
In a letter to Cummings Wednesday, Cohen’s
lawyer wrote that Cohen meant he had never asked
for a pardon from Trump when he vacated his jointdefense agreement with the president in June 2018,
when Cohen decided to plead guilty to charges
brought against him by special counsel Robert S.
Mueller III.
Before breaking off from that agreement, Cohen’s
lawyers had approached Trump’s legal team about
a potential pardon, one of Cohen’s lawyers, Lanny
Davis, said after Cohen’s testimony in February.
Cohen stands by the veracity of his statement
before the committee in February, Michael Monico,
another of Cohen’s attorneys, wrote in the letter
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Dr.
Laythe award recipients
honored at ceremony
By Lucas Hershelman
Staff Writer

Photo: Tribune News Service

Nancy Pelosi listens to Trump’s State of the Union address on Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2019. She
made headlines for the faces she made during the address, and her clap afterwards.

House moves on vote to impeach Trump,
while Pelosi says it’s ‘just not worth it’
By Lindsey McPherson
CQ-Roll Call

Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s opposition to
impeaching President Donald Trump won’t stop
a House vote on the issue, as Texas Democratic
Rep. Al Green intends to force one again like he
twice did when Republicans held the majority.
“I’m going to bring it the floor of the House
again,” Green said Tuesday morning on
C-SPAN’s “Washington Journal.” He declined to
say when he plans to take action, saying, “The
acid test is one that does not carry with it a
specific date.”
Green at any time can file articles of
impeachment against Trump as a privileged
resolution, which would trigger a two-day time
clock in which the House has to consider the
matter.
Democratic leadership could then move to
table the resolution, as Republicans did the two
times Green took such action last Congress.
Both motions to table succeeded with
bipartisan support to prevent an up or down
vote on impeachment. But dozens of Democrats
joined Green in voting against the motion to
table, 58 on Dec. 6, 2017 and 66 on Jan. 18,
2018, a sign that they wanted to vote on the
impeachment resolution and likely would’ve
supported it.
Green’s comments to C-SPAN about forcing
another vote on impeaching Trump, the
first with Democrats in the majority, comes
after Pelosi told the Washington Post in an
interview published Monday that she is “not
for impeachment.” However, Green had already
committed in a statement early last month that
he would trigger a third House vote on the
matter.
“Impeachment is so divisive to the country
that unless there’s something so compelling and
overwhelming and bipartisan, I don’t think we
should go down that path, because it divides the
country,” Pelosi told the Post. “And he’s just not
worth it.”
In the same interview, Pelosi said Trump is
not fit to be the president of the United States,
“I mean, ethically unfit. Intellectually unfit.
Curiosity-wise unfit,” and she doesn’t believe
he’ll be re-elected in 2020.
Green expressed frustration at “status quo”
voices who admit Trump is unfit to serve as
president but refuse to take action.
“It’s really about whether or not we are
going to tolerate and continue to allow an unfit
president to be in office,” he said. “Let’s just
address the comments about is he worth it. This
is something I’ve heard before. ... But it’s not
about him. It’s not about Democrats. It’s about
democracy.”
Green added: “The question we really have to
ask ourselves is whether the country is worth it,
whether what we stand for is worth it, whether
our values are worth it.”
Long before her interview with the Post,
Pelosi has been saying that any effort to impeach
Trump must be bipartisan. So, too, has Judiciary
Chairman Jerrold Nadler of New York, whose
panel has jurisdiction to conduct impeachment
proceedings.
Green disagrees.
“I refuse to allow Republicans who are
recalcitrant and who’ve already decided that
they won’t impeach the president regardless
of what he does,” he said. “They decided this.
We didn’t elect a majority of Democrats to the
House to allow Republicans to determine the
fate of the country. We are there for a reason.”
‘We will all go on record’ Whenever Green
calls up articles of impeachment and asks for a
vote, it’s likely to divide the Democratic caucus.
So if Pelosi was trying to provide centrist

Democrats, particularly ones who hail from
districts Trump won in 2016, political cover _ as
some have surmised _ it might all be for naught.
“We will all go on record,” Green said.
“Everybody do what you may. I don’t believe
that we should lobby people and whip people as
we captured it in Congress. I think we ought to
vote their convictions. History will be there to
judge us all.”
While a motion to table, if that’s how
Democratic leaders decide to proceed, is not a
direct vote on impeachment, political strategists
will treat it as such and craft ads surrounding
how vulnerable members votes.
Green has yet to introduce articles of
impeachment against Trump this Congress, but
Rep. Brad Sherman has and Green is the only
co-sponsor.
Sherman, despite personally believing Trump
should be impeached, actually agrees more with
Pelosi than Green about voting on the matter.
“I do not think we can actually remove him
from office until we can convince the country,”
the California Democrat told reporters Monday
evening. “We convinced about half the country
but we don’t have the two-thirds of the country
that we would need. We do not have the level of
support we had with Richard Nixon. And even
Richard Nixon, only a third of the Republicans
on the Judiciary Committee voted to impeach.”
Still, Sherman feels that Trump has
committed crimes that meeting the legal
standard for impeachment. And he believes
that his and others’ efforts to highlight that has
actually prevented Trump from committing
more crimes.
“If we hadn’t talked about impeachment, God
knows what he would have done,” Sherman said.
“He has to think about impeachment a little bit.
And I am sure that there are twenty truly ugly
things that crossed his mind that he didn’t do
precisely because we talked about it.”
Besides Green and Sherman, the only
other member who introduced articles of
impeachment against Trump last Congress was
Rep. Steve Cohen. The Tennessee Democrat said
he hasn’t done so this session “because I don’t
think the votes are anywhere near being there.”
“There’s only a handful of Republicans
that would do anything that is questionable
of Trump even if he did the gun to the head
of somebody on Fifth Avenue that he’s talked
about,” Cohen told reporters Monday night. “So
until they realize that, some evidence comes
out that’s akin to a smoking gun, they may not
change. But if they change and they see their
Senate majority being in danger in 2020 if
they continue to be lemmings who follow him
toward the cliff, and they see that, then it might
be a different situation.”
Regardless of whether Republicans get on
board, Cohen sees the investigatory work the
Judiciary Committee is doing as a “precursor to
impeachment” that will eventually lead to that
outcome.
“I think they will expose a lot of the illegal,
corrupt and crimes that this president, that I
believe that (have) existed and there will be
sufficient proof to show that,” he said. “And if
they do produce that, then I think it will almost
be inevitable that we’ll have to go there because
the Judiciary Committee has to protect the
Constitution.”
A freshmen Democrat is also joining the
impeachment movement. Michigan Rep.
Rashida Tlaib, who said last week that she’s
planning to introduce articles of impeachment
against Trump this month, seemed to stay on
that course after Pelosi’s comments.
“They always say represent your district.
I’m representing my district,” she said Monday
evening, the Washington Post reported.

On March 1, at Edinboro
University’s 23rd annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Award
Luncheon, two individuals
were recognized for their
“commitment to social justice
and leadership.”
Sean Gibson, 1995
graduate of EU and executive
director of the Josh Gibson
Foundation, was given the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
award for his “service to the
community and to Pittsburgh

youth.”
Meanwhile, Erika DePalma
earned the third annual Dr.
Joseph Laythe Award “for
her student leadership and
commitment to fostering
a respectful campus
environment.” She is a
sophomore speech-language
pathology major and the
manager of the Edinboro
University Phonathon Team.
At the luncheon, Edinboro
University Interim President
Michael Hannan presented
the humanitarian awards
and spoke about Edinboro’s

“commitment to diversity
and inclusion,” according to a
press release.
“At this luncheon, we
pause to remind ourselves of
our common humanity and
the timeless importance of
Dr. King’s message of respect,
justice and service to other,”
he said. “We come together
to motivate and remind
ourselves to convert his
message into action.”
Lucas Hershelman
@edinboronow

Spring commencement
guest speaker announced
By Lucas Hershelman
Staff Writer

On Sunday, May 4, LaToya Ruby Frazier,
visual artist and social justice advocate,
will deliver the commencement address
at the Edinboro University undergraduate
ceremony.
At the ceremony, Frazier, who earned a
bachelor’s of fine arts in applied media arts
from Edinboro in 2004, will also receive the
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.
After graduating from Edinboro, Frazier
received a Master of Fine Arts for art

photography from the College of Visual and
Performing Arts at Syracuse University. After
receiving her master’s degree, she went on to
study in the Whitney Museum of American
Art Independent Study Program and was the
Guna S. Mundheim Fellow for visual arts at
the American Academy in Berlin.
Currently, Frazier is an associate professor
of photography at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago. She previously held
positions at Yale University School of Art,
Rutgers University and Syracuse University.
Lucas Hershelman | @edinboronow

Information found in this blotter is courtesy of the Edinboro University Police Department
Feb. 24, 2019 — An individual was discovered in Earp Hall at 3:30 a.m., reportedly under the
influence of alcohol and under the age of 21. In addition to underage drinking, the individual was
charged with drug violations and disorderly conduct.
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2019 Homecoming Voting
Possible themes celebrate a century of art
By Nathan Brennan
Arts Editor

Edinboro’s campus life office released the possible themes for the 2019 homecoming
festivities, leaving it up to student voting to make the final decision.
Arriving after “Boro at the Beach” in 2018, the next homecoming looks to celebrate some
facet of the campus’s art department for their 100-year anniversary.
The choices are:

100 Years of Art — Festivities will feature the last century of art,

including its important genres, movements, famous works and artists.

Art + Innovation — Activities will examine the relationship

between creativity and innovation.

The Masters — A special focus will be placed on the famous artists

of history and their work.

Review: ‘How to Train Your Dragon: The
Hidden World’ a heartwarming farewell
By Jason Hurst

Contributing Writer

In order to vote, students can go to their BoroSync account, found on MyEdinboro, and
search for the poll: “Vote for the Homecoming 2019 Theme!”
The poll will end on Monday, March 18.
Stay tuned to the next issue of The Spectator for more coverage of 2019 Homecoming and
the chosen theme.
Nathan Brennan | ae.spectator@gmail.com

Photos: Jalil Robinson

‘Binge and Purge,’ by Amelia Trettel, is comprised of silver and bronze pieces.

Artist duo inspired by nature
Art students Madeleine Boucher and Amelia Trettel hosted a dual exhibition before spring
break, from Feb. 25 to March 1, in Edinboro’s Bates Gallery. Titled “Inter-,” the duo examined the
relationship between life and art in their collective works.
In their artist statements, each sought to convey the way interactions affected their craft.
Trettel, for example, looked at the different sides of interactions, stating that they can “envelop
you in love” but “haunt you like nightmares.” She went on, adding that interdependency can be
mutual as well as parasitic, simultaneously building healthy relations while also leeching life from
one’s existence.
She lastly mentioned interrelating, which she found toxic at times, but also able to bring balance.
Trettel ended her statement with the different sides of us all: “All can be kind. All can be cruel. All
have the power to affect.”
Boucher looked more at how nature and this visual inspiration affect her creation of art.
She began her statement by explaining her inspiration for her pots: “The landscape and palette
from Earth’s natural wonders directly influences my work, and their essence decorates the surface
of my pots.” As a result, there is a close relationship between her and the work. “The kiln, my pots
and myself all share the same interdependency with one another.”
She concluded, “The notion of handmade connects the user to the artist in an intimate way, and
I aim to bring this interconnection of practical, contemporary creativity and aesthetic choice into
daily lives.”

One of Boucher’s pots on display during the exhibition before spring break.

Based on the novel series of the same name by
Cressida Cowell, “How to Train Your Dragon: The
Hidden World” turned out to be another thrilling
addition to the trilogy and a pleasant conclusion
to a franchise started almost a decade ago. Again,
we follow Hiccup (Jay Baruchel), his dragon
Toothless and the comical characters from their
village. The film takes place roughly a year after
the events of the second film, in which Hiccup
discovers his mother is still alive, Toothless
becomes the dragon alpha and Hiccup becomes
chief of his village.
We’re treated to a whimsical opening where
Hiccup and the supporting cast from the last two
features do what they do best, rescue dragons.
Hilarity ensues when what begins as a stealth
mission takes a drastic turn, and the characters
somehow manage to accomplish their goal and
fail at the same time. When they return to their
home of Berk, we learn just how much they have
come to rely on dragons in the short amount of
time since they were dragon hunters.
F. Murray Abraham voices the villainous
Grimmel the Grisly, a down-to-earth antagonist
in this fantastical world. There is no larger-thanlife plan for this bad guy. His specialty is killing
dragons, and he has his eyes set on Toothless
and the rest of the dragons that live in the viking
village of Berk. A breath of fresh air in a fantasy
movie, Grimmel provides the cover for the real
story hiding beneath the action.
Grimmel introduces another dragon to our
narrative, a female, and of course, our dragon
hero must fall in love with her. Toothless spends
most of the film separated from Hiccup in his
own adventure with his female companion.
Meanwhile, Hiccup tries to overcome obstacle
after obstacle in his attempts to save both the
dragons and humans from the villain. His
struggle to locate the hidden dragon world and
bring his people there really hits the character
hard. Between “The Hidden World” and the
original “How to Train Your Dragon,” six years
have passed, and our heroes have not particularly
developed.
That’s where the central theme of the film

comes from. We’re not watching a simple, good
overcomes evil plot unfold before us, instead we’re
seeing two characters struggle to develop into
their own by themselves.
“You’re nothing without your dragon,”
Grimmel says to Hiccup at one moment in the
story. This line captures the journey our hero
takes.
Hiccup spends the majority of the film trying
to prove Grimmel wrong, attempting to foil his
plans while protecting Toothless and his home,
developing into the leader his people know he
can be. Though his first few endeavors end up
playing right into Grimmel’s hands, ultimately
it’s the connection the two heroes (Hiccup and
Toothless) share that ends up being important.
The conclusion is a heartwarming farewell to
the franchise for the fans who grew up watching
the series on the big and small screens, while
offering hope to the younger crowd of more to
come. Unfortunately, for those looking for more,
at least on the silver screen, director Dean DeBlois
has been adamant that “The Hidden World” will
be the end to the story. And what a wonderful
ending it is.
“The Hidden World” is an excellent piece
of cinema and a clear must-see for fans of the
franchise. There are some questionable creative
liberties taken with the film that seem hit and
miss. Throughout the movie, we’re presented
flashbacks that give fantastic backstory to our
hero Hiccup and his late father, though they seem
very convenient and out of character for the latter.
The hidden dragon world itself is alluded to
dozens of times by the story, but is only shown
for a handful of minutes. A magnificent spectacle
while on screen, it establishes the mythical nature
of the location. We’re shown something that
humans in this world aren’t supposed to witness,
escorted out just as quick as the characters never
to return.
The animation and special effects are
astounding — a visual feast for the eyes. There’s
plenty of humor and wit that allows even the most
skeptical to have a good time in the theater.
Jason Hurst | @edinboronow
Graphic | Vecteezy.com/Syd Dundon
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Indie inclusivity: The unstoppable Reviews: Weezer’s
female force in independent music ‘Black Album’
By Livia Homerski
Music Editor

Women’s History Month arrives this year during what seems
to be a new wave of female power, specifically in the music
industry. Artists such as Ariana Grande, Lana Del Rey and even
sixteen year-olds Billie Eilish and Bhad Bhabie are dominating
the pop charts, and country sweetheart Kacey Musgraves took
home four Grammys including Album of the Year for “Golden
Hour” at the 61st Annual Grammy Awards on Feb. 10.
But the mainstream only shows a fraction of what women in
music are truly capable of. Today’s female leaders in indie music
include Mitski, St. Vincent, Jenny Lewis, Phoebe Bridgers and
Stella Donnelly, but even those names barely scratch the surface.
It seems like every week, a fantastic new female-written album is
dropped in my lap, and the jams won’t quit.
Perhaps awareness is half the battle though, as there’s always
been plenty of female musicians, but the visibility and inclusion
has never been better. Women in music were either a novelty or
seen as something to lend the art some sex appeal. Truthfully,
the fact that we’re still saying “Women in Music” and using
such a term to spotlight a womanly presence in different
genres is proof enough of an ever-present lack regarding the
representation of women and female-presenting individuals.
Today, more and more women musicians are shifting the
narrative their way, telling their stories the way they see fit.
Currently, the side of the music industry that is corporatedriven still has very much power over the women they sign,
whether it be through contracts dictating what they wear, or
through singing songs written by other people. Not that there
aren’t pop powerhouses like Beyonce who have a stake in writing
their own music, while presenting themselves the way they want.
But it takes that level of power and influence to combat maleowned industry standards.
With more small-time and independently-owned record
companies and the option of self-releasing tunes, there is an
absolute abundance of music written and performed by women
from that side of the industry.
In fact, a 2018 study by Fender stated that over 50 percent
of new guitar buyers are female. This revelation has not started
to shift sexist industry standards, but it certainly redefines who
participates in and produces music, which is, in fact, men AND
women. So long and good riddance to the days of marketing
strategies which relied on lingerie-clad women to sell the
instrument, while not even highlighting the successful women
who actually played music. The fact that Sister Rosetta Tharpe,
one of the first female guitarists and the godmother of rock
’n’ roll, isn’t a household name shows how much credit
women have not properly received when it comes
to what they’ve contributed to music throughout
the years.
I was lucky to grow up in a family of
musicians, because I was always taught that music
was for me as a female. But still, it was difficult
to see where I could fit in. Although the media
of the 2000s offered plenty of female pop stars
and solo artists, that wasn’t where I had interest.
I loved bands. My dad was in a band, and I
wanted to be in a band someday too, but there were
only a handful of women in bands who also played
instruments. I didn’t see very many women shredding,
other than Nancy Wilson of Heart or Joan Jett. There
were a decent amount of female singers in bands,
along with female-driven back-up vocals in rock
music, but women
mostly had a
shadowy presence.

However, I was introduced to the steady variety of female
musicians my family also liked, such as Fleetwood Mac, The
Mamas and the Papas, The Supremes and Heart. I enjoyed many
pop artists like P!nk, Nicki Minaj and MARINA (fka. Marina
and the Diamonds) through the years. I was also exposed to
singer-songwriters like Shawn Colvin and Brandi Carlile, who
my father took me to see as my first concert in 2006. These all
remain some of my favorite artists to this day. However, these
ladies were just on the surface of the enormous iceberg that is
female musicianship.
When I discovered indie music as a young teen, my already
broad musical world opened up wider. When I saw bands like
Pity Sex, Tigers Jaw and The XX, along with the incredible guitar
work of St. Vincent and Lights’ eclectic electronica, I knew that
there was absolutely a place for me and the many other ladies
in music. I always loved singing, and I knew I wanted to play an
instrument. My dad gave me one of his electric guitars to learn
on, showed me how to play some basic open chords, and the rest
is history. I also found that most women in indie wrote their own
music and lyrics, which only encouraged me to try to write my
own music.
It was especially inspiring to hear what these women were
talking about in their music. Sure, there’s a lot of relationship
talk (love and heartbreak), but there was something else in there
that was crucial: growth and imperfection. Florist’s “Vacation”
allowed me to ruminate on the memories of childhood joys,
along with the way that innocence gets lost in adulthood.
Emily Sprague sings: “Cause I’ve got it all, got it all mistaken
for meaningful life and a fun family vacation. Like when I used
to ride rollercoasters with my dad, when a swimming pool in
a hotel was a gift from God.” The power-trio of Lucy Dacus,
Phoebe Bridgers and Julien Baker as Boygenius, meanwhile, are
creating some of the most lonesome, homesick ballads around.
Their haunting harmonies shine on “Ketchum, ID” and in
lines like: “I am never anywhere, anywhere I go. When I’m home,
I’m never there long enough to know.”
Even within all the heartbreak, the discovery of confidence
and independence are also prevailing themes
in many songs these days. The ever-sassy
“Your Dog” by Soccer Mommy is only a drop
in the ocean of self-love these women are
striving for. I get goosebumps every time I
listen to Noname’s assured “Self,” as she laughs
dismissively, saying, “and you really thought
a bitch can’t rap, huh?” Their stories and bold
statements continue to inspire myself and
women everywhere, as well as be something we
can groove to.
Currently, there is a monumental
amount of talented and creative female
artists who have been established and
are currently rising through the indie
scene. As I was researching, I found even
more talented artists such as Adrianne
Lenker, BANKS, Vagabon and the trio
of Mountain Man. I think that in this
era, although the corporate machine is
still resistant to artists being in control of
their work, the presence of women in music can only
grow stronger as long as we keep supporting all the
fantastic music that women are working so hard to put
out there.

Newsday

De La Soul should be celebrating the
30th anniversary of its landmark debut
“Three Feet High and Rising,” which
almost immediately influenced hip-hop
when it was released on March 3, 1989,
and has only grown in stature since
then, even though it has never been sold
digitally and hasn’t been made available
on any streaming services.
That was supposed to change on
March 1, when Tommy Boy Records
planned to put “Three Feet,” which
became the second hip-hop album to
become part of the Library of Congress’
National Recording Registry in 2011,
on all the major streaming services.
However, according to De La Soul, the
record company hadn’t solved the sample
clearance issues that has kept the album
from being re-released for years. The trio
from Amityville was also unhappy with
the way the earnings would be split so
Posdnuos, Trugoy and Maseo decided to
fight the release and take their battle to
the public.
“After 30 long years of good music
and paying their debt to hip-hop, De
La Soul unfortunately, will not taste the
fruit of their labor,” De La Soul posted
on Instagram. “Your purchases will go 90
percent Tommy Boy, 10 percent De La.”
De La’s battle drew plenty of support.
Jay-Z told them his streaming service
Tidal would not carry the group’s catalog

By Glenn Gamboa
Newsday

HOZIER — “Wasteland, Baby!”
BOTTOM LINE: The “Take Me to Church” singer’s
sophomore CD is less solemn.
Hozier hasn’t scaled back.
The Irish singer-songwriter, who made a giant international
splash with the massive 2013 hit “Take Me to Church,” is still
tackling big topics with big, cinematic sounds on “Wasteland,
Baby!” (Columbia), his sophomore album.
The gorgeous first single “Nina Cried Power” pays tribute
to soul singers. Backed by Mavis Staples and a gospel choir, he
name-checks everyone from Nina Simone and Billie Holiday
to James Brown and Joni Mitchell. On “Almost (Sweet Music),”
he offers shout-outs to Duke Ellington and Chet Baker, though
the hand-clap driven jangle seems to owe more to George
Ezra than those jazz greats. Even when Hozier looks to be
light-hearted, the production still seems geared to huge arenas,
offering one anthem after another, whether it’s the frantic,
intense “Dinners & Diatribes” or the laid-back, groove-driven
“To Noise Making (Sing),” where he declares, “You don’t have
to sing it nice, but honey sing it strong.”
Maybe that’s what makes the title track of “Wasteland, Baby!”
such a delightful change of pace, as Hozier delivers a love
song at the end of the world in a swirl of acoustic guitars. It’s a
welcome bit of sweetness in a sea of seriousness.

Livia Homerski | @edinboronow
Graphic | Vecteezy.com

De La Soul still cannot release debut album to streaming
services due to 30-year-long sampling clearance dispute
By Glenn Gamboa

and Hozier’s
‘Wasteland Baby!’

until the disagreement was resolved. Nas
and Questlove organized a boycott of
Tommy Boy Records. “This narrative has
been going on since the blues, since jazz,
since rock n roll, since disco, since soul,”
Questlove posted on Instagram. “I’m
proud of De La for using their voice. Let’s
fix this. For the greater good.”
The controversy led to Tommy Boy
postponing the streaming release of the
album, telling Variety in a statement, “We
know fans are eager to hear these amazing
recordings and we are hopeful for a quick
resolution.”

However, the issues surrounding
“Three Feet High and Rising” only get
tougher to solve with time. Because
the album’s samples weren’t completely
cleared by the label in 1989, when the
costs were less, the price of securing the
samples could be prohibitively expensive.
(To get around the issue for the album’s
25th anniversary, De La Soul offered the
album as a free download to fans for 25
hours in 2014.)
We can still hope that with all the
attention, though, maybe 30 will become
“The Magic Number.”

Photo: MCT Campus
Kelvin Mercer of De La Soul performs onstage during the Meadows Music And
Arts Festival - Day 2 at Citi Field on Sep. 16, 2017 in New York City.

Weezer — “The Black Album”
BOTTOM LINE: The “Pork and Beans” rockers experiment,
but with mixed results.
The reason why the now-beloved “Saturday Night Live” skit
where old-school Weezer purist Leslie Jones and recent Weezer
defender Matt Damon have a knockdown, drag-out fight works
is because it rings so true.
Sure, that kind of intense fandom debate could work for any
number of things in pop culture. But it works exceedingly well
for Weezer, exactly because of their albums like their latest
“Weezer” (Crush/Atlantic) album, dubbed “The Black Album”
because of its cover photo.
“The Black Album” is sure to spawn countless debates on
its own because Weezer tries numerous styles without always
succeeding. The opener “Can’t Knock the Hustle” (not a remake
of the Jay-Z song though singer Rivers Cuomo should probably
put that on his spreadsheet of potential covers) finds Weezer
putting its own twist on a hip-hop groove by injecting it with
Latin samples, Spanish phrases and Cuomo’s near-rapping.
The closer “California Snow” has Cuomo offering Kanye-like
rhymes on the verses over Yeezus-like synthesizer riffs to show
how effective hip-hop Weezer can really be.
For years now, it’s been hard to tell how seriously we
should take Weezer’s lyrics and how truthful Cuomo is being
when he sings them. So, on “I’m Just Being Honest,” when he
takes the most straightforward rock arrangement and uses
it to wonder about why he gave his opinion on a fan’s band’s
music, is Weezer just trolling us as fans? The song “Too Many
Thoughts in My Head,” which finds Cuomo “overwhelmed
by Netflix options,” seems like it may also be referring to all
the eclectic influences on “The Black Album,” from the Beach
Boys-ish “High as a Kite” and “Piece of Cake” to the Braziliantinged “Byzantine” and the ill-advised reggae-lite of “Zombie
Bastards.”
“The Black Album” shows that Weezer is happy to
experiment, but it may be even happier to fuel the “SNL”
debate.

The Arts
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‘Greta,’’Fighting’ still at Tinseltown
Staff Writers

The Philadelphia Inquirer
APOLLO 11. 3.5 stars. Todd Douglas Miller directs
this documentary that looks at the first journey by
people to the moon while demonstrating the unique
power of reality to amaze. Adapted from previously
unreleased film using the latest digital technology. Best
seen in IMAX. 1 hr 33 G — Gary Thompson
BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY. 2.5 stars. Brian Singer
directs this tame, cliched biopic on Freddy Mercury
and Queen. With Rami Malek, Lucy Boynton and
Gwilym Lee. 2 hrs. 15 PG-13 (suggestive material,
profanity, drug content) —Dan DeLuca
COLD PURSUIT. 2.5 stars. In this latest Liam
Neeson vehicle, a grieving father seeks revenge against
the drug lord responsible for his son’s death. 1 hr. 58 R
(violence) — Gary Thompson
COLD WAR. 3.5 stars. Two people embark on
a most unlikely of romances amid the backdrop of
1950s Poland. Another marvel from director Pawel
Pawlikowski (Ida). 1 hr. 29 R (sex) — Gary Thompson
THE FAVOURITE. 3 stars. A new servant (Emma
Stone) makes a favorable impression on the woman
(Rachel Weisz) running early-18th-century England
while Queen Anne suffers from a series of ailments. 1
hr. 59 R (sex, profanity) — Gary Thompson
FIGHTING WITH MY FAMILY. 3 stars. A former
professional wrestler (Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson)
tours small venues with his family while his children
dream of WWE stardom. 1 hr. 47 PG-13 (violence) —
Gary Thompson
GLASS. 2.5 stars. M. Night Shyamalan directs this
sci-fi thriller with Bruce Willis as a security guard who
uses his special abilities to track a deeply disturbed
man with multiple personalities. Samuel L. Jackson also
stars. 2 hrs. 9 PG-13 (violence, bloody images, thematic
elements, profanity) — Gary Thompson
GREEN BOOK. 3.5 stars. A working-class bouncer
bonds with an African-American classical pianist while
they travel the South together during the early 1960s. 2
hrs. 10 PG-13 (profanity) — Gary Thompson
GRETA. 2.5 stars. A lonely young woman befriends
a lonely widow after finding and returning her purse.
She soon discovers her new friend has a secretive and
dark agenda. 1 hr. 38 R (violence) — Gary Thompson
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE

HIDDEN WORLD. 2.5 stars. In this animated family
sequel, Hiccup, now ruler of Berk, seeks a secret dragon
utopia. 1 hr. 45 PG (action, rude humor) — Gary
Thompson
THE LEGO MOVIE 2: THE SECOND PART. 3
stars. Lego invaders from outer space wreck havoc in
this animated sequel. While not as fun as the original,
the animation is top notch. 1 hr. 46 PG-13 (rude
humor) — Gary Thompson
MARY POPPINS RETURNS. 2.5 stars. Very stylish
continuation of the P.L. Travers story, with Emily Blunt
in the title role, coming back to take care of the Banks
children (Ben Whishaw, Emily Mortimer) now grown,
and in danger of losing their family home. Professional
throughout — songs, choreography, special effects —
but missing some of the magic of the original. With
Lin-Manuel Miranda. 2 hrs. 10 PG — Gary Thompson
NEVER LOOK AWAY. 3 stars. A West German
artist is tormented by memories from his past in East
Germany and the Nazi era. German with subtitles. 3
hrs. 9 R (graphic nudity, sexuality, brief violent images)
— Gary Thompson
STAN & OLLIE. 3 stars. Steve Coogan and John C.
Reilly star as the legendary comedy duo in this funny,
affectionate, and surprisingly touching film. 1 hr. 37 PG
(some language, smoking) — Gary Thompson
THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD. 3.5 stars.
Director Peter Jackson turns his talents to this
documentary on World War I that uses state of the art
technology, including the addition of color to old film
footage, to observe the war from the soldiers’ point of
view. 1 hr. 39 R (violence) — Gary Thompson
THE UPSIDE. 2.5 stars. Competent if pat
remake of the French hit “The Intouchables” about
a streetwise guy (Kevin Hart) who bluffs his way
into a job as caregiver to a wealthy man (Bryan
Cranston) who paralysis has left him depressed.
The story is predictable, but the two leads work well
together, and Hart gets to add emotional sincerity
to his brand of antic comedy. With Nicole Kidman,
Julianna Margulies. 2 hrs. 6 PG-13 (language) — Gary
Thompson
WHAT MEN WANT. 1.5 stars. A female sports
agent (Taraji P. Henson) picks up a career boost when
she gains the ability to hear men’s thoughts. 1 hr. 57 R
(profanity) — Gary Thompson

Photo: bloody-disgusting.com

Lupita Nyong’o as her character Adelaide’s counterpart, ‘Red.’

Jordan Peele’s ‘Us’: Smart and scary
By Justin Chang

Los Angeles Times
At the beginning of “Us,” Jordan
Peele’s latest assault on your nerves and
expectations, we learn that thousands
of miles of empty tunnels, abandoned
train routes, mine shafts and the like run
beneath the continental United States.
If you still haven’t shaken off the spell of
“Get Out,” Peele’s wickedly sharp 2017
directing debut, you might be reminded
of “the sunken place,” that surreal zone of
physical and psychological paralysis that
became a terrifying metaphor for black
enslavement.
There’s a different kind of sunken
place in “Us,” but the less said about
it the better, and not just because this
movie cries out to be seen in as unspoiled
a mindset as possible. The points of
connection between “Us” and “Get Out”
are worth acknowledging, though at the
risk of overstating them.
Once again, the director draws upon
the sketch-comedy gifts he honed on “Key
& Peele” to achieve an artful, ruthless
balance of horror and hilarity. “Us” is
a tour de force of comic tension and
visceral release, a movie that weaponizes
our chuckles against us and reminds us
that laughing, screaming and thinking are
not mutually exclusive pleasures.
At the same time, Peele has no interest
in exhausting the same bag of tricks. The
twisted satire of racial animus that made
“Get Out” such a conceptual triumph has
no real equivalent here (it would hardly
be as singular an achievement if it did).
The fresh terrors that Peele inflicts on
his protagonists, a black family of four
on a less-than-idyllic vacation in sunny
California, have nothing to do with the
few white characters in their midst. The
story’s most disturbing implication,
succinctly stated by its title, is that we are
always our own worst enemy, susceptible
to an evil that comes from within.
This is a troubling if hardly original
notion, but the genius of “Us” is that
it explores and sustains the conceit
in a way that is both amusing in its
literal-mindedness and thrilling in its
imaginative energy. It begins with a
chilling prologue set in 1986, when a
young girl (Madison Curry) visits a
Santa Cruz boardwalk carnival and is left
unattended by her parents. She wanders
down to the beach and into a funhouse
of mirrors, where she has an unexplained
encounter that leaves her deeply shaken.
The story proper begins three decades
later, when the fully grown Adelaide
Wilson (now played by Lupita Nyong’o)
heads back to Santa Cruz for a summer
holiday with her family. She’s still
reluctant to return to that fateful beach,
but any lingering trauma remains hidden
by a veil of suburban normalcy. Her
husband, Gabe (Winston Duke), is an
affable goofball. Their daughter, Zora
(Shahadi Wright Joseph), is a moody
adolescent and rising track star. Their
young son, Jason (Evan Alex), is an odd
duck and a bit of a loner, fond of playing
creepy games and hiding behind a mask.
The fun of this early stretch comes
from watching the movie outline these
characters (and set up future narrative
payoffs with a few quick, incisive
brushstrokes). It also comes from spotting
the many cinematic references: a kid in a
mask named Jason, a “Jaws” T-shirt on a
crowded beach, from a filmmaker with an
effortless command of the horror lexicon.
By the time Peele unleashes his piece
de resistance, your mind may race,
as mine did, toward home-invasion
thrillers such as “Funny Games” and
doppelganger freakouts such as “Invasion
of the Body Snatchers.” (The writerdirector has claimed a classic episode
of “The Twilight Zone” called “Mirror
Image” as a key inspiration.)
One night, the Wilsons are confronted
by another family standing in the

driveway of their vacation home, a
family to whom they bear an unsettlingly
perfect resemblance. Who are these
strange, menacing doubles? Why are they
wearing red jumpsuits and wielding very
large, very sharp golden scissors? What
exactly is Adelaide’s evil counterpart
(the end credits name her “Red,” but I
like to think of her as Badelaide) talking
about when she speaks of “shadows”
and “untethering”? Why does her
halting, rasping delivery one of the
creepiest aspects of Nyong’o’s sensational
performance sound like the voice of
someone whose lungs have been crushed
underfoot, who hasn’t been able to
breathe for years?
Peele gets around to answering
most of these questions, some more
obliquely than others, and he gives this
mind-bending scenario the moment-tomoment intensity and jolting humor of
a George Romero-inspired nightmare.
He also elaborates on, and refines, his
thriller technique: If “Get Out” consisted
of a few well-timed shocks en route to a
Grand Guignol climax, then “Us” feels
pure and relentless in its grisly B-movie
mayhem. Watch the shadows skittering
in the background of Peele’s beautiful
widescreen images, the way he uses razorsharp cutting and an elegantly swerving
camera to keep the worst just out of view.
(The picture was shot by Mike Gioulakis
and edited by Nicholas Monsour.)
Like “Get Out,” “Us” is an experience of
extraordinary dread-soaked momentum,
even if Peele is still learning to
differentiate between his “A” jolts and his
“B” jolts. There are one or two moments
when the terror and the comedy don’t
fuse so much as fight each other, as Peele
(knowingly) pushes his characters’ panic
beyond the limits of what we might call
reasonable horror-movie stupidity. But
beyond the jittery mechanics of attack
and pursuit, what lingers is the unnerving
intimacy of the whole situation, the
terrible and mysterious sense of kinship
that binds the Wilsons to their malevolent
alter egos.
The themes at play in this movie, the
return of the repressed, the duality of
the self, the loss of personal identity, are
not particularly hard to grasp, but they
are open to considerable interpretation.
The closing twists, one of which is no
less satisfying for being detectable a
few minutes in advance, demand an
immediate re-viewing. The all-American
setting, a beachside carnival under the
California sun, a reference to the 1986
Hands Across America campaign might
lead you to wonder if the movie’s title
should be more accurately read as “U.S.”
But if Peele is indicting a nation’s
coddled middle-class complacency, he is
also wise enough not to squeeze his vision
into a strictly political reading. And in
this he is indebted, more than anything,
to the unerring skill and emotional
expansiveness of his actors.
They include Elisabeth Moss, pocketing
a few superbly chilling scenes as a friend
of the Wilsons hovering on the sidelines
of their nightmare. Duke, so winning
as M’Baku in “Black Panther,” has fun
playing the bumbling paternal doofus,
while Wright Joseph and Alex establish a
poignant bond as two bickering siblings
brought together by the unthinkable.
But the movie belongs rightly and
effortlessly to Nyong’o, and she sustains
every moment by distilling innumerable
emotional layers, the unshakable resolve
of a mother and wife, the stricken gaze
of a trauma survivor, the lingering
incomprehension of a lost child into
a performance for the scream-queen
history books. All of which would be
mesmerizing even if Nyong’o were not
acting opposite a radically distinct version
of herself, or so good at suggesting that
the difference may not be so radical.
There isn’t a moment when she doesn’t
have “Us” in her grip.

Games

edinboro.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 118 | Issue 20 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, March 14, 2019

Across
1 Hornet and Matador
5 Tech-savvy school gp.
11 Higher ed. test
14 Fail to save one’s skin?
15 Bring back to the firm
16 35-state Western org.
17 Spot to spread out a ship’s map, maybe?
19 “The Racer’s Edge”
20 “American Gods” actor McShane
21 Shell material
22 Milk by-product
23 Yale’s Mr. Yale
25 Sailors dealing with a ship’s cargo?
28 Most warm
30 Barbershop staple
31 Industry mogul
32 Seedy abode
36 Sushi choice
37 Awesome things near the front of a
ship?
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38 Sweetie, in slang
41 Snore
42 Numerous
43 Gave one’s word
45 Often recyclable tech products
47 Backwards glance on a ship?
51 Adams who shot El Capitan
52 Tiny parasites
53 Secluded valleys
55 __ Lanka
56 Imaginepeace.com artist
57 Strength measure of the ship cook’s
spirits?
60 Ref ’s call
61 “Her cheeks are rosy, she looks a little
nosey” girl in a 1962 #1 hit
62 Like crazy
63 Sun, in Ibiza
64 Use a combine
65 Soccer followers?

Down
1 Restaurant review factor
2 Get all preachy
3 Kind of psychology
4 Criterion: Abbr.
5 Neighborhood
6 Climbing plant
7 One-named “Hollywood Squares”
panelist
8 Defamation in print
9 Web address
10 Spelling event
11 “Jeepers, I wouldn’t think of it!”
12 Not for kids
13 2018 awards event hosted by Danica
Patrick
18 African herd
22 GPS navigation app
24 QE2 designation
26 Drift off
27 Dutch artist Frans

By Nancy Black

Tribune Content Agency
Today’s Birthday (03/14/19). Reach new
levels in your career and profession this
year. Focus, determination and discipline
build a powerful team. Romantic sparks
kindle into flame this summer, before
a group hurdle appears. Shared winter
victories could influence a change of heart.
Find and follow your own passion.
To get the advantage, check the day’s
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most
challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) Today is a
7 —Household issues require attention.
Surprising actions could compel a
spontaneous response. Keep a cool head,
and listen to intuition. Secrets get revealed.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is
a 7 — It feels like dreams might come true.
Present information clearly. Polish details
on a creative work. Edit and trim until it’s
tight and simply solid.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is
a 9 — There’s money to be made. Profitable
opportunities are available. Follow an older
person’s advice. Make a good impression.
Listen and provide what’s needed.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is
an 8 — You’re especially sensitive. Keep
it respectful and gracious on the red
carpet. This is your show; smile and share
appreciations. Acknowledge others. Let it in.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is a 7 —

29 Gardening tool
33 Punching tool
34 With 42-Down, like some bobsleds
35 Harley Davidson’s NYSE symbol
37 Stable environment?
38 Jazz improv highlight
39 Waiting area
40 Some cosmetic procedures
41 Hot under the collar
42 See 34-Down
43 Hammered
44 “No hard feelings, dude”
46 Winged stinger
47 Vegas attraction
48 Rubberneck
49 Stan’s slapstick pal
50 Naval bases?
54 Gloating word usually repeated
57 Setting at 0 degrees long.
58 “This is so relaxing!”
59 West Coast athlete

Listen to intuition. Peace and quiet energize
you. Notice your own thoughts. Indulge
restorative rituals and reorganization.
Consider what you want and where you’re
going.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is
a 9 — Friends enliven and enrich. Keep
showing up for people. If you can’t make
a date, reschedule. Keep your word.
Contribution ripples forward. Make
audacious invitations.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is an
8 — Your work is attracting attention from
someone important. Push to polish and
prepare. Make technical improvements.
Correct errors before they’re seen. Smile
and wave.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is
an 8 — You’re taking new ground. Learn
a useful trick. Explore fresh terrain, and
investigate the background story. Dig
through data. and take notes. Discover a
fascinating thread.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today
is an 8 — Focus on shared accounts and
financial matters. Fix something before
it breaks. Communication makes a big
difference. Work out a mutually beneficial
deal.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today
is an 8 — Partnership kindles with an
unexpected spark. Discover unconsidered
possibilities. Words fall out of your mouth.
Express what’s in your heart. Talk about a
shared vision.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Jokes and Dagger

Therapy Dog Visit

Strong Females of Harry Potter

EU Planetarium: “Whatʼs Up Wednesday”

“Julia Robinson and
Hilbertʼs Tenth Problem” (Documentary)

Cookies and Career

3/15 | 7 p.m.
Diebold Performing Arts Center

3/18 | 11 a.m.
Baron-Forness Library

3/17 | 2:30 p.m.
Pogue Student Center

3/20 | 7 p.m.
Cooper Hall Planetarium

3/21 | 4:30 p.m.
Center for Career Development

3/20 | 6 p.m.
Cooper Hall Room 170

In The Community
Coloring for Grown-Ups

Erie Otters vs. Guelph Storm

Erie Bayhawks vs. Maine Red Claws

Hosukaiʼs Manga

3/16 |10 a.m.
Millcreek Branch Library
Erie

3/16 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena
Erie

3/20 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena
Erie

3/15 | 6 p.m.
Erie Art Museum
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
ʻA Star is Born Encoreʼ
10+ minutes of new footage
Thursday: 8 p.m
Friday: 5 p.m., 8 p.m., 11 p.m.
Saturday: 8 p.m
Sunday: 2 p.m.

SHOWTIMES:

Pogue Theater
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Allison Thompson, Monica Brown and Bridgette Shaffer cheer on their teammates from the bench in the game against Pitt-Johnston on Feb 6. The team will next play against Virginia
Union in the NCAA Division II Atlantic Regional Tournament. They lost to Virginia Union on Nov. 10, 2018, by a score of 79-58.

No spring break for women’s hoops

After early exit from PSAC tourney, women set for Atlantic Region run
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

Edinboro could not defend home court in
the first round of the PSAC playoffs on March
4, falling to Gannon, 71-67.
During the regular season, Gannon and
Edinboro each took a win at the other’s gym.
The Golden Knights earned their victory on
Jan. 16, while Edinboro responded a month
later on Feb. 16. Gannon scored the same 71
points in each of their victories at the ‘Boro.
To no surprise, the game was a fast-paced
battle from the tip. Gannon led by as many
as five in the first quarter, but Edinboro was
able to close the gap quickly and actually took
the lead at the end of the first after a Michaela
Barnes jumper.
Gannon pushed their lead to seven in the
second, but the Fighting Scots were able to
rally back again, this time to a 35-31 deficit,
following a layup from Barnes with three
seconds left in the half.
The third quarter only proved to be more

intense, as points were few and far between in
the first five minutes. By the 4:06 mark, both
squads found themselves in foul trouble. In
these last few minutes, Walton stood at the line
three different times, as did Barnes.
The Golden Knights would lead by 10 late
in the third. When a foul was called on Rosten,
the Fighting Scot exchanged words with the
referee, leading to her receiving a technical foul
(her fifth foul of the game). Rosten was forced
to the bench, and the Golden Knights boosted
their lead up to 14 with the ensuing free
throws. Gannon led at the end of the quarter,
59-43.
Edinboro’s love for the game showed
throughout the fourth. Points from Jahn,
Thompson and Barnes closed Gannon’s lead
from 16 to five with 5:38 left in the game.
Walton would step to the free-throw line late,
sinking two shots and keeping it at that fivepoint deficit.
Playing against the clock, Edinboro turned
to purposely fouling Gannon, but Golden

Knight Nicole LaCava hit two with 11 seconds
left to make it a three-possession game. Barnes
hit a 3-pointer with five seconds left, but it
wouldn’t be enough.
“We had to fight and keep focused,” stated
Barnes. She further explained that in this game
they fought for each other and for the team as a
whole – not just for themselves as individuals.
“I remember thinking that I was going to fight
my hardest for these seniors who won’t get
another opportunity like this,” Barnes said.
Barnes had a total of 29 points in the playoff
game, which made this the eighth in a row that
she has scored 20 or more points. The standout
Scot had a big season, recording personal
achievements such as her 1,000th point of her
career. She also set school, single-game records
in points scored (42), free throws made (19)
and free throws attempted (24) in the team’s
matchup against East Stroudsburg on Dec. 8.
The junior was named the PSAC Athlete of
the Week several times this season, is ranked
in several statistical categories in Division II,

and also received postseason accolades, such as
being named to the All-PSAC West First Team.
Barnes was not alone in the postseason
accolades, as teammates Walton (first team)
and Rosten (second team) were also named to
All-PSAC West. Both players also reached their
1,000th career point mark.
Despite this loss, the Fighting Scots’ season
is not over. On Sunday night, it was announced
that Edinboro earned a bid into the NCAA
Division II Atlantic Regional Tournament.
“I was amazed and extremely excited,”
Barnes stated about the moment she found out
that the team received the bid. She continued:
“This isn’t something that is just handed to
teams, it is earned, and to know that we are
looked at as a top-64 team in the country was
incredible.”
They are set to face off against Virginia
Union University in Glenville, West Virginia at
2:30 p.m. Friday.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com

Junior swimmer heading to national meet
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Breaking a school record is a significant achievement. As is
earning All-PSAC honors. For Katelyn Kopacko of the Edinboro
women’s swimming team, though, these honors bring her one
step closer to achieving the greater goal of a top-16 national
finish.
Kopacko, a junior nursing major and freestyle and
breaststroke swimmer, nabbed an Edinboro school record
in the 50-yard freestyle on the first day of the recent PSAC
Championships, with a time of 23.24 seconds.
Last year, she missed her national goal by eight spots, but
despite this setback, her own determination and support from
others has kept her motivated to continue.
“You always have to keep looking forward, no matter what you

do,” Kopacko said.
She is the first Edinboro swimmer to qualify for nationals
since Staci Schrecengost in 2015, a former athlete who
occasionally provides advice to the team along with fellow
Edinboro alum Holly Stein.
Kopacko said that breaking the 23-second mark in the 50-yard
event and perhaps a 100-yard freestyle record are some of her
future aspirations. For now, she plans to focus on nationals.
Her brother and sister also have swimming experience, which
is what encouraged her to pursue swimming at 5 years old, and
she is still inspired by them after 15 years of competition.
Posting an NCAA-B time during her freshman year served
Photo: Kathy Spaid/EU Sports Information

See Nationals, B3

Katelyn Kopacko competes at the Wooster Invitational.
She is the lone EU swimmer competing at nationals.
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New lacrosse coach a familiar face
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

For many, a graduate assistant position
can be a great way to help offset the cost
of an education, while gaining real-world
experience.
LeighAnn Stauffer, a graduate
student working toward her master’s in
psychology, has taken this approach to the
extreme. She’ll be grabbing the reigns of
the Edinboro women’s lacrosse team after
serving as a graduate assistant coach last
year.
Stauffer was introduced to lacrosse in
the sixth grade when her friends told her
she would like it, and she’s been hooked
since, playing throughout college.
St. Bonaventure, the college she played
at, is where she met Caitlin Formato,
who told her about the graduate assistant
position at Edinboro. Formato was the
head coach of Edinboro’s lacrosse team
for two years.
Stauffer took Formato’s advice, landing
in Edinboro a year later under first-year
head coach Jenny Wirth. Wirth departed
for Wheeling Jesuit University after last
season, opening the door for Stauffer to
take over.
Stauffer is also in her second year
of pursuing her master’s degree in
psychology, which she said can be a
“tough” workload. But, she’s familiar with
this balance, as she played lacrosse and
attended school for years.

“It’s just a lot more accountability and
responsibility on my part, rather than
playing, but I’m used to the business of
the schedule,” Stauffer said.
She thinks that her experiences with
the team as the graduate assistant will
help her as coach, as she knows the
players.
“That’s one of the most important
things that comes with being a coach is
getting to know your players, getting to
know their style of play, getting to know
the person that they are [and] how they
want to be coached, [and] how they
respond to being coached,” Stauffer said.
Desiree Doucette, one of the members
of the lacrosse team, talked about Stauffer
taking the reigns. “I think that, as a team,
we needed some consistency going into
this year, and I know that we are all
extremely grateful that Leigh decided
to apply for the job and that the athletic
department chose her.”
Sidney Dobbins, another member of
the lacrosse team, agreed that Stauffer’s
experience with the squad will help her as
the head coach.
“I think her being the GA last year
did help, because she got an idea of the
personalities we all have and got to know
us a lot better,” she said. “She knows how
each of us act on the field and knows how
to talk to us if we get down on ourselves.”
Dobbins also shared that Stauffer was
able to help her improve her technique,
which resulted in Dobbins’ first two goals

of the season and her placing second in
the team on draws.
Stauffer’s favorite memory from last
year with the Edinboro team was their
spring break trip, in which the team won
two games. Stauffer was proud that “the
girls came together to get the wins.” She
called it her “first rewarding experience as
a coach,” because she had helped them get
to that point. The lacrosse team finished
last season with a 3-13 record.
Dobbins’ favorite memory of Stauffer
also happened when they were on their
spring break trip. Dobbins was still
behind when the team’s bus started
leaving, so Stauffer rushed back to help
her carry her lacrosse gear. The team
recorded videos as the two sprinted four
blocks back to the bus.
When asked about memories, Doucette
responded: “I can’t think of my favorite
memory with Leigh, but I know that
when she was announced we were all
excited. I remember calling her and just
being relieved that she was going to stay.
I also just love the culture she is creating,
where we can have a relationship with
her and that she always has an open-door
policy.”
The effect Stauffer has on the team will
be on display this season as they head
into conference competition beginning
Saturday at Millersville.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

Photo: Mike Gallagher/EU Sports Information

Ciara Rosten drives to the basket during a game against UPJ on Feb. 6 at McComb Fieldhouse.

Women split final two games of regular season
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

Indiana 88, Edinboro 66
Four ‘Boro basketball seniors walked a path lined by their
teammates before taking on Indiana University of Pennsylvania
(IUP) on Feb. 27.
Michelle Jahn, Allison Thompson, Jontay Walton and Ciara
Rosten each walked to center court as accolades of their time
with the Fighting Scots were read over the loud speaker.
“I was just truly happy for each one of their accomplishments
and thankful that I was able to call them my teammates,” stated
junior Michaela Barnes.
She continued: “They accomplished so much individually, but
we also accomplished so much as a team.”
Unfortunately, the celebration would end there. IUP would
start off on a 11-0 run. The Crimson Hawks would retain this
lead throughout the entirety of the game, leading at the half,
42-21.
The Crimson Hawks led by 37 points at the end of the third.
Edinboro was able to cut into the lead throughout the fourth (24
total points for the Fighting Scots), but still fell, 88-60.
Edinboro made only six of their 23 attempted 3-pointers
in the game, along with going 19-61 from the field. Michaela
Barnes was the top scorer of the night, pouring in a total of 21.
With this win, IUP moved to 23-2 overall (18-2 in the PSAC)
and the Fighting Scots moved to 18-7 overall (14-6 in the PSAC.)
Edinboro looked to Saturday where they would travel up the
road to Mercyhurst University to finish out the regular season.

Edinboro 76, Mercyhurst 54
The Edinboro women’s basketball team earned a decisive 7654 win at Mercyhurst University to close their regular season on
March 2.
The first quarter would be back-and-forth, as neither team
led by more than two points at any time. The Lakers led, 19-17,
going into the second.
‘Boro was able to jump ahead before the end of the first half,
though, leading by eight after a 3-pointer by Abbey Antolic.
The Fighting Scots kept their lead throughout the third
quarter, leading 58-45 going into the fourth. With a jumper from
Barnes, the Fighting Scots were up by 20 with less than three
minutes left.
Barnes led in scoring with 26. With additional contributions
from Jahn (10), Walton (11) and Rosten (13), the team’s four
1,000-point scorers made up 60 of the squad’s 76 points.
Edinboro’s trio of freshmen — Macy Tarrant (2), Lillian
Young (2) and Monica Brown (7) — also made strides on the
scoresheet.
“Usually players their age do not get many opportunities, but
it goes to show how much we truly need each and every person
on our team,” Barnes stated, adding that the playing experience
will also assist those players next season as sophomores.
The Fighting Scots ended their regular season 20-7 overall and
15-6 in the PSAC. The team moved on to the first round of the
PSAC Tournament on March 4 as they hosted local rival Gannon
University (Page B1).
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Roni Lipinski, one of Edinboro’s 12 seniors this season,
is the only true catcher on the roster.

Softball to field one
catcher, pair of aces
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

While Head Softball Coach Dan Gierlak tested out a number
of different lineups during his team’s 12 games over seven days
in Florida, they all seemed to confirm what he hinted at prior to
his team departing for their annual spring break trip:
The Fighting Scots will rely on just two pitchers, and one true
catcher, to get them through the 2019 season.
Last year, the trio of Carley Nasca, Amanda Metz and senior
Kerri Stevens shared time in the circle. The departed Stevens
spent most of the season in a late-innings role, meaning the
Fighting Scots would have to augment their pitching strategy
coming into 2019.
All 12 games this season have featured some combination of
the duo of Nasca and Metz — except two games that saw each
of them go the distance. Metz went all seven innings in a loss
against University of Mary on March 5, though she surrendered
just five hits and two runs (one earned). Nasca recorded 11
strikeouts while giving up just one unearned run in a 6-1 win
against Walsh University on March 9.
“I feel really good about those two. I think that as a onetwo combination, as a starter and a closer, man it’s two totally
different pitchers,” Gierlak said of Nasca and Metz. “One’s a
down-ball pitcher that can come up and change her speeds, and
then you got one that can throw that curve and likes to throw
the screwball in and curveball away.”
On the other side of the battery, Roni Lipinski will once
again be leaned on to make the bulk of the starts behind the
plate. Last year, she had freshman Rose Haggerty as a backup,
but Haggerty is unavailable due to injury.
Prior to the spring trip, redshirt senior Jessica Little took
reps at catcher in the event she was needed, and made one start
behind the plate to give Lipinski a breather — though Lipinski
would pinch-hit for Little and finish the game at catcher,
finishing the trip having caught in all 12 games.
“Roni did a great job,” Gierlak said of her performance in
Florida. “You can tell when Roni has the energy. That’s what
makes us go. Roni is our leader out there. She’s got to be vocal.
That’s our quarterback out there. She has to be the one that
takes charge.”
Nasca, Metz and Lipinski will be joined in the lineup by a
suite of players that have all improved significantly following
their 6-25 season last year, Gierlak said.
“Those kids are taking that experience they got last year, and
we’re a totally different team,” he explained. “Like I said earlier,
we’re battling people, and it doesn’t matter who’s out there —
we’re still battling them. We’ve just got a couple things to shore
up offensively and defensively, and we’ll be in pretty good
shape. We really will.”
Last season, the Fighting Scots found themselves filling four
positions left vacant by senior starters. Every Edinboro starter
has returned this season with the exception of Stevens, the only
senior last year. This year they have 12 seniors.
Among the returners, senior Olivia Jankowski and graduate
student Danna Heh were selected to the All-PSAC West team a
year ago. Jankowski, Edinboro’s center fielder, was selected as an
outfielder, while Heh was chosen in one of the at-large spots.
The experienced squad will look to improve on a 2-16 PSAC
record.
“We’ve just got to continue to get ourselves better every
game…and force other teams to make mistakes instead of us
putting the pressure back on us,” Gierlak said. “It’s a very tough
[conference]. You’re playing against teams that are very good all
the way through.”
Edinboro was picked to finish last in the Western division in
the PSAC Softball Coaches’ Preseason Poll. They continue their
season March 23 when they head south to the University of
Pittsburgh at Johnstown in a non-division match-up.
Christopher Rosato Jr. | sports.spectator@gmail.com

Men’s basketball finishes troubled season with pair of losses to PSAC tournament hopefuls
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

Indiana 87, Edinboro 59
The final score wouldn’t be what attracted national news
attention on this day. Indiana University of Pennsylvania would
forget their uniforms, forced to wear red Edinboro gear. The
story would begin on the local levels, getting to national outlets
by the next day.
In the game itself, which Edinboro lost 87-59, the Fighting
Scots were unable to avenge their 102-53 defeat from earlier in
the season. This would be Edinboro’s senior night, as well.
The Crimson Hawks began the game with a 14-0 run, before
a foul on IUP sent ‘Boro’s Trey Staunch to the line for two
points. Staunch ended the night with a total of 13 points and six
rebounds.
Indiana would lead by 12, but sophomore Fighting Scot Alex
Jay would hit two 3-pointers to close the gap to 15-9. Jay had a
total of 11 points on the night along with seven rebounds.
With 8:06 left in the first half, a foul behind the arc sent Jaryn
Simpson to the line for three shots; he made them all. Simpson
was the Fighting Scots’ top scorer on the night with 17. This
closed the Crimson Hawks’ lead to 24-15. They would build it
back up to 25 by the half.
Junior Malik Miller was responsible for 14 of IUP’s 49 points
at the half. Miller would be the top scorer, netting 26 at the end

of the night. Senior Jacobo Diaz also finished in the double
digits at the half with 12. Diaz would record 16 points on the
night, as well as a near triple-double (nine rebounds and nine
assists).
IUP led throughout the second half of the game and was able
to push ahead by 30 points several times.
A small bright spot was Edinboro leading in points off
turnovers with 13. They also had 20 points in-the-paint in the
second half.
Recognition of Edinboro senior Jack Frank occurred prior to
tip-off. Frank — an accounting major — would be walked out
onto the court by his coaches and teammates.
After this game, the Fighting Scots men’s basketball team
moved to 9-16 overall and 6-14 in the PSAC. The win pushed
No. 2 IUP to 25-2 overall and 18-2 in the PSAC.
Edinboro traveled to Mercyhurst on March 2 for the final
game of their season.
Mercyhurst 85, Edinboro 62
The last time local rivals Edinboro and Mercyhurst matched
up on Jan. 30 at McComb Fieldhouse, the Lakers took home a
90-59 win. The Lakers would recently nab another victory in the
series, 85-62, but this time on their home court.
After leading early, Edinboro would trail by only nine at the
end of the first half. The Fighting Scots had a total of 16 points
in the paint, nine points off second chances and seven points off
forced turnovers in the first.

Fighting Scot Trey Staunch’s name was announced several
times over the speakers throughout the afternoon, as he led in
scoring with a total of 21 points, 14 of which happened in the
first half. The senior also flirted with a double-double as he
grabbed a total of nine rebounds.
Staunch found himself at the line early in the second. After
sinking two shots, the Lakers led 44-31 with 17:55 left on the
clock. Edinboro’s Steven Freeman put up a string of 3-pointers
toward the middle of the second to close the gap to 54-44. He
would have a total of 15 points on the night along with six
rebounds.
Like Staunch, sophomore Jaryn Simpson would find himself
standing at the line several times during this game. The
sophomore had a total of 16 points and four rebounds, and he
was a perfect 5-for-5 from the charity stripe.
In the end, it would be the Lakers who came out on top,
moving to 20-6 overall (15-6 in the PSAC). This would be the
Fighting Scots’ last game of the season, ending their year at 9-17
overall and 6-15 in the PSAC.
Simpson received postseason accolades as he led the team in
assists and steals. He was named to the All-PSAC West second
team. The sophomore started in every game this season and
recorded Edinboro’s first triple-double since the 2007-08 season.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Redshirt freshman Anna Leva sprints down the field with the ball during Edinboro’s
home opener on Feb. 27 at Sox Harrison Stadium.

Star returners can’t bring
lacrosse win in first three games
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

The Edinboro women’s lacrosse team
traveled to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, over
spring break for a pair of games against tough
competition, but ultimately returned to campus
with an 0-3 overall record.
But before the two games over break, the
Fighting Scots opened their season at home
against Walsh University. The game against
Walsh, which was postponed from Feb. 24 to
Feb. 27 for weather reasons, was a close loss,
11-8.
The Fighting Scots opened the scoring 10
minutes into the game when Desiree Doucette
put one in the back of the net. The Scots kept
the score close throughout, only going into the
half down one.
As the second half progressed, so did the
snow and wind. The Scots scored early in the
second, then scored again with fewer than three
minutes left, but they were outscored by Walsh
as the Cavaliers put up five in the second.
Sidney Dobbins and Anna Leva both scored
two goals. Doucette, Mary Uplinger, Kandyce
Graham and Sophie DePalma each scored goals.
Candace McDole had 16 saves in the loss.
The opener also marked the first time that
Anna Leva, a redshirt freshman, returned
to action for the Fighting Scots since she
was injured in the fifth game of the season
last year. Leva may have only played in five
games, but she finished second on the team
in scoring with 20 goals. She also had 10
assists in the shorter season. She now has five
goals in three games so far.
“I thought the girls played hard, we just

didn’t come out on top. We’ve got to get our
offense working,” Head Women’s Lacrosse
Coach LeighAnn Stauffer said after the game.
On the postponement, she added: “It gave
us more time to prepare, for sure, which
is why I would have hoped to come out on
top because we did have more time. It’s just
unfortunate, but as far as the girls go, their
energy was there.”
Stauffer added that most of Edinboro’s
players are from around Edinboro, so she did
not believe the weather affected their play.
The team played Saint Leo in the first
spring break game, falling 17-6. The Scots
scored two in the first and four in the
second.
Leva led the team with two goals, while
Dobbins, Graham, DePalma, Kunz and
Uplinger all scored. McDole had 10 saves.
The team also played No. 20 Florida Tech
over spring break, who they fell to 19-6. Six
different players scored a goal, and McDole
had 14 saves.
McDole, ‘Boro’s sophomore goalkeeper,
returned to Edinboro after a record-setting
debut season. She broke a record during
a loss to Slippery Rock when she made 18
saves, bringing her to 172 total with five
games left (the previous record was 170 in a
season). She ended the season with 222 saves.
McDole has 40 saves in three games this year.
Edinboro finally visited Roberts Wesleyan
Tuesday, falling 13-7 on the road. They
begin PSAC play Saturday when they visit
Millersville University. The Marauders are
2-2 to begin their season.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

UCLA soccer coach placed on leave after admissions scam
By Ben Bolch

Lo Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES — Longtime UCLA men’s
soccer coach Jorge Salcedo was placed on leave
by the school Tuesday morning after he was
indicted for his alleged role in a widespread
corruption scheme involving the admission of
students to top universities using falsified test
scores and athletic profiles.
Salcedo was alleged to have accepted
$200,000 in bribes for facilitating the
enrollment of one female and one male student
at the school under the pretense of being soccer
players even though they did not play the sport
competitively.
“The conduct alleged in the filings revealed
today is deeply disturbing and in contrast with
the expectations we have of our coaches to lead
their teams with honesty and integrity,” read
a joint statement from UCLA and the school’s
athletic department. “If the facts alleged are
true, they represent a grave departure from the
ethical standards we set for ourselves and the
people who work here.”
Federal prosecutors on Tuesday indicted
dozens of people – including four with ties
to the USC athletic department and a pair
of Hollywood stars – in connection with an
elaborate scheme aimed at getting students into
elite colleges.
The scheme centered around the owner of a
for-profit Newport Beach college admissions
company that wealthy parents allegedly paid to
help their children cheat on college entrance
exams and falsify athletic records of students
to enable them to secure admission to elite
schools including UCLA, USC, Stanford, Yale
and Georgetown for which they otherwise
might not qualify, according to court records.
A UCLA athletic department official said the
school was not aware of any current studentathletes being under suspicion in the case. The
official added that the school was cooperating
with the Department of Justice and would
conduct its own review to determine the proper
steps to take to address the situation.
According to the indictment, Salcedo
forwarded the high school transcript and
standardized test scores of the female student
(described in court documents as “UCLA
Applicant 1”) in May 2016. The student had
been given a falsified soccer profile by William
Rick Singer, founder of a college prep business
called the Edge and Career Network in
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Longtime UCLA men’s soccer coach Jorge
Salcedo was placed on leave by the school
Tuesday morning after he was indicted.

Newport Beach that was forwarded from thenUSC women’s soccer coach Ali Khosroshahin
to Salcedo.
After the applicant was provisionally
admitted to UCLA in June 2016 as a studentathlete, court documents allege, Singer directed
a $100,000 payment from a charitable account
to a sports marketing company that Salcedo
controlled.
Salcedo was also alleged to have facilitated
the enrollment of a male student who was
the son of another Singer client. The student
did not play competitive soccer but was
designated as a recruit for the men’s soccer
team by Salcedo and admitted to UCLA. Court
documents show that Singer mailed Salcedo
a check for $100,000, drawn on a charitable
account, in October 2018 exchange for the
assistance in enrolling the applicant.
Salcedo has been the Bruins’ coach for
15 seasons, making him the second-longest
tenured coach in the program’s history. He’s
compiled a record of 182-89-4 at the school,
guiding UCLA to 14 NCAA Tournaments and
the national championship game in 2006 and
2014.
Salcedo won three national championships
as a player at UCLA from 1990 to 1993 and
had been a ball boy for the team when it won
its first national title in 1985.
Assistant coaches Matt Taylor and Phil
Marfuggi will coach the team in Salcedo’s
absence.

as a good starting point for her, and she has
worked toward her current goal since then.
Swimmers who post NCAA-A times are
guaranteed entries to the national meet, with
the rest of the field filled out by B swimmers
based on their times.
Her exercise routine on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings involves lifting between
95 and 115 pounds, combined with 120 to
150-pound squats, and practice, which for
Kopacko is every afternoon on Monday
through Friday. Practice includes various sets
that help to simulate racing conditions, which
she visualizes regularly.
Support from teammates and coaches has
also helped get her to where she is, along
with being able to swim with them and see
them do well as part of a mutually supportive
environment.
Teammate Jenna Windheim described
Kopacko as “very hardworking and headstrong,
whether it be in the pool or in the classroom.”
Kopacko is someone she looks up to, especially
in their shared major classes.
Kopacko described her nationals meet
preparation as “more intense work, but with
a little more rest,” as it has been “a heck of a
season” for her. She added that this season has
been one of her favorites, especially due to the
success of her 200-yard relay team.

Kopacko said she enjoys he teamwork
that swimming competitively requires, and
credits her sport with improving her timemanagement skills.
Practicing with members of the men’s team
is also important to her, since everyone gets
to have fun and stay focused at the same time.
She keeps the words, “swim your race,” in mind
based on what other teammates and Head
Men’s and Women’s Swimming Coach Chris
Rhodes have advised.
“I’m just really proud of her,” said Rhodes,
whose improvement goals for Kopacko include
faster flip-turns and somersaults.
“I think that Kaitlyn is very dedicated to
swimming and shows that by working very
hard in practice. I believe that she will perform
well at nationals and [in] upcoming years,” said
teammate Gabrielle LaBovick.
Kopacko said her best memories are made
at championship meets, because on the team
atmosphere and the surge of energy present.
She tries to be positive with everything, in
order to keep her mind off nervousness,
especially with the fear of failure and
disappointing others.
The NCAA Division II Swimming & Diving
National Championships for both men’s and
women’s teams will take place through Saturday
in Indianapolis, Indiana.
“It’s been a long time coming and I think I’m
ready,” Kopacko said.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow
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Jacob Oliver, left, locks up with Clarion’s Max Wohlabaugh during Edinboro’s final dual
of the season on Feb. 22. Oliver received a bid to the national championships.

Two grapplers earn second,
team places fourth at final EWL meet
By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information
FAIRFAX, Va. – The Edinboro wrestling team
finished in fourth place out of seven teams at the
44th Annual EWL Championships, hosted by
George Mason at the Eagle Bank Arena. It marks
the final edition of the EWL Championships,
as it was announced early in the week that the
members of the Eastern Wrestling League will
be joining the Mid-American Conference in
2019-20.
Lock Haven won its second straight EWL
title, finishing with 111.5 points while crowning
six champions. Rider was second with 93.5
points and George Mason third with 56.5 points.
Edinboro totaled 45.5 points.
The Fighting Scots, under first-year head
coach Matt Hill, faced a major rebuilding job
this season, but turned in a strong showing on
Saturday. Seven wrestlers reached the evening
session, with two wrestling for championships
and five more in third place matches.
Unfortunately, Edinboro will have to wait until
Monday when the at-large field is announced
to see if anyone is headed to Pittsburgh for the
NCAA Division I National Championships on
March 21-23. Carmine Ciotti and Jacob Oliver
reached the finals for Edinboro at 141 and 174
pounds, but both would lose in the finals, with
each weight class receiving just one automatic
qualifier. Oliver came in ranked in both the RPI
and coaches’ rankings, as did Reynolds in the
coaches’ poll. Both hope to get good news on
Monday.
Ciotti suffered a 13-0 loss to Lock Haven’s Kyle
Shoop at 141 pounds, while Oliver, a redshirt
freshman, was pinned by Dean Sherry of Rider in
the finals at 174 pounds at 4:18.
Edinboro had two other opportunities to get
an automatic qualifier, with Richie Gomez (133

pounds, 13-26) and Jon Spaulding (heavyweight,
22-15) wrestling true second matches, with the
winner claiming a trip to Nationals. Gomez, who
was a huge surprise after entering the day with a
10-24 record, would drop a 7-4 decision to Rider’s
Anthony Cefolo. Spaulding, meanwhile, fell 2-0 to
George Mason’s Matt Voss.
Three ‘Boro grapplers picked up third place
finishes. In addition to Gomez and Spaulding,
redshirt junior Dylan Reynolds (32-12) was
third at 197 pounds. He would upset top-seeded
Greg Bulsak in the consolation semifinals, 3-2,
then used a second period escape to hand Kyle
Murphy of Bloomsburg a 1-0 defeat in the third
place match.
In addition, Tyler Vath (8-8) finished fourth at
149 pounds, as did Zach Ancewicz (18-16) at 184
pounds.
The field featured three returning champions,
and all three picked up their second EWL titles.
In addition to Sherry, Alex Klucker and Corey
Hazel of Lock Haven repeated at 157 and 184
pounds, respectively.
Monday
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — The NCAA today
announced the 45 at-large selections for the 2019
NCAA Division I Wrestling Championships.
Among those selections was Edinboro’s Jacob
Oliver. Oliver earned a spot in the 33-man field at
174 pounds.
Oliver will make his first appearance at
nationals. This year, the Huntingdon native was
the No. 1 seed and reached the finals before
losing to Dean Sherry of Rider, the No. 2 seed,
with Sherry garnering the lone EWL automatic
qualifier at 174 pounds.
The 2019 NCAA Division I Wrestling
Championships takes place at PPG Paints Arena
in Pittsburgh March 21-23.
To read the rest, visit GoFightingScots.com.

Wheelchair basketball fifth seed in nationals
By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information
The Edinboro University wheelchair
basketball team will head into the 42nd Annual
NIWBT National Championships as the fifth
seed. The national championships will take
place on Thursday, March 14 to Saturday,
March 16 at the University of Illinois.
The Fighting Scots come into nationals with
an 18-15 record and will face fourth-seeded
Missouri in the nine-team tournament. That
contest is scheduled to start at 10 a.m. Head
Coach Jim Glatch’s squad looks to improve
on last year’s fifth-place finish. Edinboro and
Missouri have met three times this year, with
the Tigers winning all three by scores of 61-48,
52-49, and 63-47.
Wisconsin-Whitewater is the number one
seed and will face the winner of the Auburn

(eighth seed) and Nebraska-Omaha (ninth
seed) contest. The winner of the EdinboroMissouri game will then meet that winner
in the semifinals. Alabama comes in as the
number two seed and will face seventh seed
Southwest Minnesota State, with third seed
Texas-Arlington playing Illinois, the sixth seed,
in the other first round game.
Edinboro features a trio of double-figures
scorers, including 1,000-point scorers Kevin
Atherley and Chayse Wolf. Atherley, a senior,
leads the Fighting Scots both in scoring
(13.0 points per game) and rebounding (9.1
rebounds per game). Wolf, a junior, averages
12.1 points per game and 7.0 rebounds per
game along with a team-high 195 assists. Jacob
Spillers has enjoyed an outstanding freshman
season, averaging 12.0 points per game and 3.9
rebounds per game.
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Our Viewpoint
Low morale for LOCASH explains why students
deserve more input in future spring concerts
By Livia Homerski
Music Editor

Between an ironic “yeehaw”
when LOCASH is brought up
among my peers, and the initial
University Programming Board
(UPB) Twitter exchange when this
was first announced, I cannot say I’m
anticipating a spring concert turnout
like last year’s (T-Pain).
Every year, UPB is tasked
with finding an artist for the
campus spring concert, as well as
contributing other programs and
activities for students’ enjoyment.
This year, they settled on the
country-pop duo of Chris Lucas
and Preston Brust, otherwise known
as LOCASH. Their biggest hit “I
Know Somebody,” sits at a massive
46 million streams on Spotify, and
they’ve co-written music with the
likes of Keith Urban, Tim McGraw
and Tyler Hubbard (Florida Georgia
Line).
Despite the big time associations
and digital success, though, it
seems like this choice hasn’t exactly
generated much ‘Boro buzz. And
considering we really only have the
one, big concert in the spring, a lack
of interest is an issue certainly worth
discussing.
To gauge interest, we posted polls
to our EdinboroNow social media
accounts. On the Twitter poll, out of
49 votes, 27 percent were “Excited
to see LOCASH” and 73 percent
were “NOT excited to see LOCASH.”
When we asked the same question
on Facebook, we received 35 votes,
with 14 percent being excited and 86
percent not excited.
Looking at additional social media
interactions, there are five listed as
“going” to the show, while nine are
currently “interested.” Out of 21
interactions on the initial LOCASH
announcement post, 13 people liked
the post, four disliked, three loved
and one person laughed. Digging up
the old T-Pain Facebook post, there
were 111 interactions with 86 likes,
13 laughs and 12 loves.
Although everyone has their
own tastes, and not everyone in the
community uses social media, the
response still seems muted at best. I
believe the issue lies initially in how
little the student body is involved
with decision-making of the spring
concert. Traditionally, students
receive an email in the fall where
there is a poll on BoroSync, and we
pick the genre. Then we continue
about our lives and do not hear
anything for the next four months

as the UPB board lays out all the
options and decides on the concert.
Talking to someone familiar
with the concert selection process,
they explained that UPB receives
an allotted budget from Edinboro’s
SGA of $80K to $100K just for the
concert. Included in the cost is not
only the money for the talent, but
venue costs such as equipment rental
and security, which alone could run
upwards of $20K. That leaves the
committee with only $60K to $80K
to book an artist with. A huge artist
is not very feasible on that budget.
Then the committee brainstorms
ideas for the artist, send out the
poll and then work from there. Pop
typically dominates the polls, and
country is a genre that brings in the
community as well, so these genres
tend to drive the spring concert
choices.
So, first, we don’t have the funds
to book a huge artist, and then
we find ourselves settling in the
middle. Even T-Pain, which did
bring people out, has seen more
popular days.
What if, instead of focusing on the
biggest name we can pull in, which
in reality ends up being a D- or
C-list music artist signed to a bigname record label, UPB honed in
on artists who are smaller, but who
have a fanbase around campus or
regionally. If anything, hasn’t the lack
of hype for LOCASH shown that just
because an artist has big connections
and a radio hit, it doesn’t mean
people actually know them and want
to drop cash on a show. This way,
when people aren’t as enamored
with one choice UPB makes, money
isn’t wasted on a show nobody is
really interested in. Why aren’t we
bringing in 2-3 bands a year, smaller
bands that have proven to be draws
in Erie, Pittsburgh and surrounding
cities? Why isn’t the mass diversity in
the music world (See A5’s Women’s
History Month story for just a few
selections) being represented in
our yearly offerings? We welcome
diverse comedians and other acts to
campus, it just doesn’t seem reflected
in concerts.
If concerts were downsized from
McComb Fieldhouse to, say, the
Pogue Theater, or even the stage
in Alexander (which actually has
fabulous acoustics for live music),
not only could there be a possibility
of a sold-out concert, but there will
be more chances for the students
to get out and hear genres that they
love. For example, Lucy Dacus, who
is mentioned in the story on A5, just

sold out a show in Buffalo, NY on
March 12. If we brought someone
like her to campus, not only would it
likely be in our budget, but we could
bring people in from around the
region.
The initial genre poll would help
streamline the search, but overall, I’d
love to see UPB offer more options
for input when it comes to these
concerts. A defense I’ve seen and
heard to feedback about the concert
is to “join UPB,” so you can have a
say. But that feels unrealistic to those
who do care and are already involved
in other organizations. As a music
lover and frequent-as-I-can-afford
concert-goer, I would love to get
involved, but I’m already involved in
three other campus organizations,
work and go to classes, so it’s just
not a possibility for me and other
students who are in the same boat.
Sending out a more in-depth
survey early in the fall semester, with
questions spanning from favorite
genres to favorite artists in that genre
(and an even an open-ended section
that asks what students want from
the concert) would be beneficial.
This eliminates the guessing game
for UPB, who could compare genres
and names that come up frequently.
If an artist who repeatedly comes up
is not within our range, then they
could move the search to someone
with a similar sound, or even
someone who has opened for them.
The students spending the time to
fill out the survey are likely to be the
ones with the most interest in the
concert, so I believe that could set
UPB on a more successful path.
So, second, let’s book more
concerts, but focus on smaller
acts that have proven, dedicated
fanbases. Let’s not put all our eggs
in one musical genre basket that
seems to be a “money maker.”
Many of my friends around
campus like classic rock like Led
Zeppelin or the Grateful Dead.
Although these bands are not
completely around anymore (and
definitely not within our price
range), a tribute band that covers
their music could be a great side
option. Or perhaps UPB could tap
into the already burgeoning poppunk and rock scenes in the Erie
area and bring them to campus.
In addition, between Soundcloud
rappers, Bandcamp indie and the
all-you-can-listen-to buffet of music
streaming, people, and especially
the most hardcore music fans, are
moving away from homogenized,
radio-friendly mainstream music.

Those hardcore fans will likely be the
ones not bailing the day of a show
and inviting out-of-town friends
to go too. It should also be noted
that overall streaming numbers
are sometimes not an accurate
representation of cultural footprint.
We are even losing people to
other schools’ concerts. One student
I talked to traveled all the way to
Penn State Main to see Travis Scott.
Although someone like him is not
in our budget, it shows that choice
really does matter, and people are
willing to travel to see people they
like.
If you like LOCASH, I’m sincerely
glad you have the opportunity to see
them live. Support the bands you
like. Concerts and live music can
be incredible and fun experiences,
and I wholly encourage anyone who
enjoys their music to take advantage
of those ticket opportunities and go.
So, third, if you don’t like the
spring concert choice, voice your
opinion, participate in next year’s
poll (or hopefully survey) or join
UPB.
For those unhappy, let this
be a lesson in the importance
of exercising your right to vote
and participation, even in the
microcosm. We need people who are
passionate about music and all kinds
of it if we want a concert we can be
passionate about.
It’s just disheartening that as
someone who is super passionate
about music, I find that the money
I have to contribute to this concert
isn’t even going towards something
that seems worthwhile to the
majority of students on campus. I
have to ask the question that as an
Edinboro student, when I pay the
$250 student activity fee, am I getting
my money’s worth? Because right
now I feel like I have little choice as
to where it goes, and am even more
disappointed that in my time here,
I have not thought of the spring
concert as worth attending.
At the end of the day, I come from
musician-folk and am a musician
myself, so I just want people to get
out, support live music and have
a good time. But it’s difficult to
advocate for that when both myself
and the vast majority of people
around me are not interested in what
is being presented to us with our
own money.
Livia Homerski
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Underused places
on our campus
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

One thing everyone can likely agree on is
that college is not cheap. The costs attached
to each semester are not only for tuition and
living, but so that each college student is able
to utilize all the opportunities and academic
centers that are affiliated with the school.
Here are just some of the places and services
on campus that should, without a doubt,
be used to our advantage (and to maximize
what you’re paying for).
1.) The Writing Center — The
Department of English and Philosophy
developed the writing center as a way to
help students brainstorm, revise work and
proofread. If you feel as though you need
help with any kind of writing assignment,
there are faculty members there, Monday
through Friday from 9 am to 6 pm. Students
are welcome to stop in at any point during
the week, or they can set up an appointment
by using the sign-up sheet located directly
outside the center (room 275 in BaronForness).
2.) Tutoring services — There are multiple
departments on campus that offer tutoring
services for a variety of subjects, such as
math, psychology, anthropology, chemistry
and many more. Tutoring hours for various
subjects are posted on Edinboro’s website,
at edinboro.edu, along with being in the
Smarthinking program located in the
myEdinboro portal.
3.) 24/7 open art buildings — The
art buildings on campus, Loveland and
Doucette, are open 24/7 to students. There
are multiple art rooms and computer labs
that are ideal for getting late-night work
done. If you feel as though you may be
disturbing your roommate late at night while
you work, these buildings are nice to escape
to.
4.) The gym — A healthy body makes for
a healthy mind, and the campus gym has a
way to fulfill your exercise needs in a variety
of ways. Located in the Pogue Student
Center, the gym offers a multitude of
equipment, such as treadmills, ellipticals and
weights, as well as two open gymnasiums
with an open track located upstairs and a
rock climbing wall next door.
5.) The global education office — If you’re
interested in studying abroad, this would be
a good place to acquire all the information
you need. The faculty members located
on the second floor of Baron-Forness in
the learning commons can assist you in
receiving formal approval for study abroad
programs. You can also access information
through global education, located within the
myEdinboro portal.
Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

Overtime protections Obama tried to give workers? Not so fast, Trump says
By Scott Martelle
Los Angeles Times

The Labor Department on Thursday proposed a new
standard for determining which wage earners are exempt from
overtime protections, effectively freezing out 3 million workers
the Obama administration sought to protect.
Score this one: Employers 1, Workers 0.
It’s a complicated bit of regulatory action. The 1938 Fair
Labor and Standards Act, which sets minimum wage, overtime
pay, record-keeping and child labor standards, includes
exemptions from overtime protections for workers whose
primary responsibility involves managing part of the business,
including overseeing other workers.
The intent was to offer protections for wage workers while
preserving flexibility for traditionally white-collar jobs that
tend to pay more but also require different working hours and
conditions. Over time, the Labor Department has used a mix of
job responsibilities and pay levels to differentiate between the
two, something the courts have allowed, seeing wage levels as a
proxy for the line between hourly workers and managers.

The annual wage level to determine who is exempted from
overtime-pay rules was set back in 2004 at $23,360, and it
hasn’t been adjusted for inflation since then. As a result,
people now making what amounts to poverty-level wages can
be considered management, relieving their employers of the
requirement to pay them overtime (1.5 times their normal
wages) for each hour over 40 worked in the same week.
The Obama administration, after a two-year review process,
proposed raising that threshold to $47,476, still far below the
$55,000 or so that labor advocates said would match the 2004
level, once adjusted for inflation.
More than 20 states, led by Nevada, sued to block the
proposal, and a U.S. District Court judge in Texas agreed
with the states in 2017. The judge held that, in essence, the
administration had relied too heavily on the salary threshold
and insufficiently on the nature of the job responsibilities.
The Obama administration appealed, but that was put on the
back burner after President Obama left office and the Trump
administration told the court that it was revising the proposal.
That’s what was released on Thursday, which immediately
and properly drew protests from pro-labor activists.

Beyond reducing by millions the numbers of people who
could have received overtime protections (though the proposal
does offer protections to more people than currently have
them), the new proposal also drops the Obama administration’s
proposal to index future increases to rising salary levels.
Without that indexing, the threshold now will likely be frozen
in place until some future administration decides to go to bat
for working people.
Where this becomes especially unfair is that as inflation
and wages increase, people who are covered by the overtime
protections lose them. So, over the years, employers get the
benefit of unpaid labor from workers to whom they formerly
had to pay overtime. Updating the threshold to a reasonable
level just means that employers will have to start paying
overtime to people who deserve it, but who have lost the
protection through inflation.
Remember, this is the administration of a billionaire
businessman with his own history of labor and wage abuses,
who claims to be a champion for “forgotten” working
Americans. Maybe he forgot.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Overheard Debates: Should we
follow Daylight Savings Time?
By Jamie Heinrich | Shayma Musa
Staff Writer | News Editor

Daylight savings time was first formally introduced in the U.S. in 1918, though it had been in
use before that. It was introduced in the Standard Time Act and was intended to save electricity
during World War I. The act was repealed a year later, but standard time stuck in some places.
Some places followed daylight savings and some did not until the uniform Act of 1966 mandated it
nationwide. The time was later adjusted in March 2005.
Do you like daylight savings? Why or why not?
Jamie Heinrich: I hate daylight savings; it is such a nuisance. I find the whole process to be
pointless in our modern society. Myself, along with many of my friends and family, often forget
about daylight savings the first few days and are late to important things. I also do not like that
because of daylight savings my already iffy sleep schedule is changed. I go from waking up to
a beautiful sunrise on Saturday, to waking up at the same time Sunday and waiting an hour for
sunrise.
Shayma Musa: I actually really enjoy daylight savings, because I feel it’s a signal that the days are
getting longer. My position is more that it’s a sign of warm weather, and that the sun will be in the
sky longer, allowing my to enjoy the outdoors for more hours of the day.
Does the fact that daylight savings started over 100 years ago affect your opinion?
JH: Many things that we have had as policy in the U.S. 100 years ago are irrelevant now and have
been repealed. If daylight savings was repealed as well, I wouldn’t be mad about it.
SM: I don’t know. Maybe I’ve been indoctrinated by the American education system to believe
that this is good for me? Joking aside though, I don’t really think about the origins of the holiday
as impacting my delight at following the tradition.
The days we change the clocks can confuse people, is it worth it?
JH: No! It’s not worth it. Being late to work because you forgot to change your clock is super
annoying.
SM: This is my grey area on this issue. I think that it will start to be less of a problem as people
start to switch to digital clocks that reset automatically.
Most of the U.S. follows daylight savings, but Arizona (not including the Navajo) and
Hawaii do not, along with most of Africa and Asia and many countries along the equator. Is
daylight savings worth it with parts of the U.S. and a decent part of the rest of the world not
following it?
JH: I am all for not observing daylight savings. The fact that other states and many other
countries do not observe daylight savings furthers my hatred for it.
SM: I don’t think that an hour is going to impact anyone very much. I enjoy daylight savings
because we actually see a difference in the number of “daylight” hours in a day, however, countries
near the equator don’t see as drastic a change as we do, so they don’t really need daylight savings.
Even now, some states are trying to change how they observe daylight savings with
Washington passing a bill through the Washington house, and according to the Associated
Press, more than two dozen other states are considering it. How do you feel about this?
J: Change it! I would love it if we changed how we observe daylight savings — if we could stick
with one time zone all year, that would be awesome.
S: I’m not going to protest it if it happens, but I think that I would miss following the tradition.
Jamie Heinrich | @edinboronow
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

Only legislation, not litigation, can
fix our immigration challenges
By Jon Healy

Los Angles Times
Much ink is being spilled on President Donald
Trump’s latest proposed budget cuts and spending
increases for fiscal year 2020. So it’s worth
reminding you that Congress typically ignores
almost all the policy proposals in the White
House’s annual spending blueprint and makes
its own decisions on which programs to slash,
eliminate or bulk up. That’s its constitutional
prerogative.
Nevertheless, there are at least two notable
things about Trump’s third budget proposal, aside
from the hammering of safety net programs, the
increased tax cuts and the heaping helping of cash
for the military it quixotically proposes.
First, the president’s use of emergency powers
to steer billions of dollars to his wall project in
February hovers over the proceedings like a
thunderhead. The message Trump sent with that
declaration was that he did not respect the budget
process; if he wants money for something, he will
find a way to write himself a check for it.
The new budget, released Monday, seeks an
additional $8.6 billion to complete construction
of the wall, above and beyond the billions that
Trump maneuvered to the wall through the
emergency declaration. That invites the question,
what happens if Congress again refuses to provide
the full amount? And beyond that, what might
be the next “crisis” that Trump uses to justify
funding something he wants, irrespective of what
the congressional number crunchers decide to
appropriate?
If you’re looking for hints in the proposed
budget, consider how Trump is trying to get
around the statutory budget cap on defense
spending. The president is so eager to spend more
on the military, even as his budget officials offer
pieties about the enormous federal deficit, he is
proposing to circumvent the $576-billion cap by
laundering money through the uncapped fund
for “overseas contingency operations,” that is, the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. That account would

swell from $69 billion currently to $165 billion;
throw in an additional $9 billion for “emergency
requirements,” and you’ve got a prodigious
$750-billion defense budget.
So, what happens if Congress doesn’t agree to
launder money for defense through the overseas
contingency account? The usual answer is that
Democrats insist that any increase in defense
funding be matched dollar-for-dollar by increases
in domestic programs, as per the 2011 Budget
Control Act. An administration budget official
who insisted on not being identified by name told
reporters Monday that this sort of parity was out
of the question in light of the burgeoning budget
deficit, a problem, he insisted, that was caused
by spending, not tax cuts. But not, evidently, by
defense spending.
The second notable thing is the amount
of concern the administration has expressed
about the huge deficits Trump has run up,
unprecedented for an economy not recovering
from a recession or burdened by a world war,
without acknowledging what Trump is doing to
drive those numbers higher.
Yes, over the long term, entitlement
programs are the real fiscal problem for the
federal government. That’s especially true of
the healthcare-related entitlements, such as
Medicare and Medicaid. But the administration
has made matters considerably worse with its
open-checkbook approach to defense spending
and the tax cuts it helped push through Congress
in 2017. In fact, the budget proposes to extend
permanently the tax cuts for individuals and
capital gains, which are set to expire in 2025 and
2026, respectively.
Deficits are not necessarily a problem as long as
they are kept small when the economy is healthy.
They’re a problem when they outpace economic
growth year after year, as they’re doing now and,
under the Trump budget, for the next several
years. The administration is right to tell Congress
to take this issue seriously; it just hasn’t taken a
serious position itself.

A reflection on the ‘retail apocalypse’
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

When I was younger, mall trips were a
fun, all-day family outing. It was always loud
and busy while we walked around. I would
sit outside on the benches with my dad and
watch all the different people that walked by.
In many malls today, if we were to do that,
we would have to wait awhile before even one
person walked by. Are malls going extinct?
Big malls like The Galleria at Pittsburgh
Mills are looking more like ghost towns these
days. Once they were some of the busiest
places in the area, and now they seem to only
get business at their movie theaters. How did
this happen?
In 2010, something called the “Retail
Apocalypse” took place. It’s said that this came
from after effects of the great recession. Gas
was well over $4 a gallon, and every market
in the U.S. seemed to be dropping fast. People
did not have the money to spend frivolously
in a mall like they used to.
Many department stores: JCPenney, Macy’s,

Sears and Kmart began closing many of their
stores. Some may even remember Toys R’ Us
closing its doors completely until its recent
revival. The company went bankrupt and was
nearly lost to time. Even after its revival, it will
likely not go back to its former glory.
The retail apocalypse is still going strong in
2019. Over 4,810 store closures have occurred
in just the first three months. Even Amazon,
the online retail giant, is suffering. They plan
on closing all 87 of its pop-up shops. In the
end of this “apocalypse,” I cannot see malls
making it out alive.
Shopping has made a clear move from
malls to a computer, inside the comfort of the
buyer’s home. “Why go out to a mall when I
can buy anything I want in my house while
eating?”
Should malls make a comeback? Is there an
advantage to mall shopping as compared to
home shopping? Is it just high rent in malls
that cause them to go deserted?
Beau Bruneau | voices.spectator@gmail.com
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Josh Shapiro, who has filed a ]lawsuit against UPMC, speaks at a press conference in
Philadelphia, Pa about eight arrests the Gun Violence task force made in March 2019.

PA Attorney General Josh
Shapiro takes on UPMC
By JoAllie Paluchak
Staff Writer

Pennsylvania Attorney
General Josh Shapiro has filed
a lawsuit to prevent UPMC
from diverging with Highmark
Health. Shapiro’s legal action
against UPMC is based
on the potential harm that
patients would face if UMPC
discontinued their business
relationship with Highmark
Health.
According to The Morning
Call, the realities of this split
would mean patients could
be left facing higher fees, or
looking for new doctors. In
addition, Shapiro’s 73-page
petition aims to enforce
Pennsylvania laws regarding
fundraising for charity,
nonprofit corporations and
consumer protections. Shapiro
even stated, “I can’t sit idly by
and watch our seniors and
children and workers suffer
because of corporate greed.”
Shapiro’s proactive lawsuit,
which he presented in court,
entails a rectified consent
decree that would continue
a business relationship with
UMPC and Highmark Health.
The current consent degree
was formed in 2014 as a way
to curb the competition the
two had against each other.
It allowed consumers to use
facilities from both groups and
the decree is set to end in June
2019. Surprisingly, Highmark
Health chief executive David
Holmberg is in agreement with
Shapiro and is on the record as

stating, “We’ve always believed
that a level playing field should
exist among health insurance
companies and health care
providers.” In addition,
Holmberg emphasized the
importance of community
relations.
Unfortunately, UPMC is
not on board with this union.
UPMC Vice President Paul
Wood has claimed: “There is no
state law that gives the attorney
general the authority to force
private parties into contracts.
The region’s insurance
marketplace has been changing
in recent years, and consumers
have benefited.”
This ethical call to action
is not new to Shapiro, as his
career in the attorney general
role is filled with diverse
cases. For example, Shapiro
has made efforts to fight the
current heroin epidemic,
as well as aiding in LGBT
marriage equality. According
to joshshapiro.com, his
“Meet Josh” page exclaims
the following message: “Josh
Shapiro is a rare public servant
who has risen above politics
time and again to take on the
status quo and protect everyday
Pennsylvanians. As a state
representative, Josh wrote and
passed some of the toughest
ethics laws in state history.”
As a Pennsylvania resident,
I am in favor of Shapiro’s
lawsuit, as I believe, based on
my research, his intentions
are to advocate for members
in our society and ensure the

quality of health care. I find
that Shapiro, now and in the
past, is utilizing his political
platform as a means to help the
little man. The little man, in
this case, refers to the outcasts
or forgotten in our society,
such as the older population.
In addition, it’s rare in our
current democratic system to
find a public figure attempting
to provide quality of life for
individuals over more financial
success for a corporation.
The answer may seem simple
from an onlooker. To assert, the
clear answer is to continue the
business relationship between
UPMC and Highmark Health;
this will reduce harm to those
most in need. However, that
perspective may be tainted
because we, the onlookers,
are the ones that may live
or witness the despair of
inadequate health care.
High power political figures
and companies, which are
choosing and implementing
our health care laws, are not
the ones who worry about
affording medications or seeing
the appropriate doctor.
Aaron Billger, a Highmark
Health spokesman, summed it
up best by stating: “These are
hospitals that were built for the
community by taxpayer dollars,
by community contributions,
and the very people who paid
for them will not be able to
access them.”
JoAllie Paluchak
@edinboronow

Trump edict would deny family-planning
services to the poor. That’s wrong
By San Diego Times Editorial Board

Photo: Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/TNS

Office of Management and Budget Acting Director Russell Vought speaks about
President Donald Trump’s budget request for fiscal year 2020 in the press briefing room.

In a 1983 ruling, the U.S. Supreme Court
held that federal agencies that make significant
changes in their administrative rules must
be able to establish that their decisions were
based on “reasoned analysis” and “relevant
data.” Under this standard, the Trump
administration’s decision to change the rules
of a government program funding free and
low-cost reproductive health services for poor
people is indefensible. Clinics receiving grants
under the Title X program will now no longer
be able to recommend abortion providers. The
rules also forbid Title X services and abortion

providers from sharing offices, which has the
effect of disqualifying the Planned Parenthood
centers that provide more than 40 percent of
Title X services.
Contrary to the daft claims of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services,
these changes will decrease access to health care
for poor people, especially in rural areas. That
alone means they can’t be justified as based on
“reasoned analysis.”
The real rationale is plain: The
administration is heeding the anti-abortion
advocates who are a key part of President
Donald Trump’s political coalition. That is the
“relevant data” here.

US News
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US presses Latin American allies to turn China against Maduro
By Franco Ordonez

McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON —The United States is pressing Latin American leaders to deliver a message
to China: Beijing is damaging its image in the Western Hemisphere and putting billions of its
investment at risk by propping up Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro.
According to diplomats and sources familiar with the discussions between Trump’s national
security team and Latin American leaders, China has become a key part of the U.S.-supported
international pressure campaign to isolate Maduro and remove him from Venezuela.
Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Western Hemisphere Affairs at the
National Security Council, Mauricio Claver-Carone, and other senior officials have delivered the
message to regional ambassadors and mission chiefs in the last couple weeks, including over coffee
and breakfast at the Chilean Embassy and at lunch at the Colombian Embassy, sources said.
“They use us to send the message,” said one diplomat from the region who was not authorized to
speak publicly about the strategy.
The Trump administration said no one should be shocked that top officials are holding these
conversations with regional allies and other leaders of the 54 nations who have recognized Juan
Guaido as the legitimate, democratically elected leader of Venezuela.
“Venezuela’s friends are working together to find pressure points of the countries still clinging to
Maduro as president of Venezuela in order to change their mind,” a senior administration official
said. “That shouldn’t surprise anyone that we’re having those conversations.”
The Chinese, along with the Russians, have invested tens of billions of dollars in Venezuela,
helping keep the once oil-rich nation afloat during an economic and humanitarian crisis that
has forced more than three million people to flee. In return, they have received cheap oil and a
foothold in the United States’ sphere of influence.
In a sign of how tightly China remains wedded to Maduro, the Asian superpower faced off
against the United States and allies when China joined Russia late last month to veto a U.S.
resolution at the United Nations Security Council calling for new Venezuelan elections and access
to humanitarian aid.
“The message we have for China is they’re more likely to get a return on their investments if
Venezuela is stable, if Venezuela is prosperous, and if Venezuela has a positive future ahead of it,”
the senior administration official said.
Chinese leaders have met in Washington with leaders of the Guaido team, reflecting a
willingness to at least hear out the new leaders and gauge their ability to cover Venezuela’s debts
should they take over.
“I don’t think the ask is for China to abandon Maduro or Venezuela,” said Fernando Cutz, who
served as senior director at the National Security Council in the Trump administration until last
year. “I think the ask is just for them to be open minded to a new team that is respecting them and
their investments. Not to basically get in the way of said new team.”
The Trump administration’s portfolio on China is already stretched thin as top U.S. trade
officials scramble to work out an agreement that stops Chinese currency manipulation, protects
U.S. intellectual property and ends a sanction battle that has stressed farm and factory workers
across the Midwest.
John Feeley, who served as ambassador in Panama until last year, has called for the
administration to make Venezuela a part of the trade talks. He was encouraged by the
administration’s engagement of Latin American leaders.
“It’s good, old-fashioned diplomacy 101,” said Feeley, a career member of the foreign service
who served under both Republican and Democratic administrations. “Any time you can get an end
result as the United States of America and not be seen as moving the chess piece, but having the
chess piece move as if it were destined to do that, as long as you don’t mind who gets the credit,
you get the checkmate.”
The communist nation has become a massive force in Latin America, building a level of
economic and political power in the United States’ neighborhood unlike anyone would have
imagined a decade or two ago.
China moved aggressively into the region following the 2008-2009 financial crisis, when there
was an incentive for Latin American countries to sell their minerals and commodities to the

rapidly growing Asian power.
Limiting the United States’ ability to respond, China directed much of its investment at
countries that were then adversaries of the United States, including Argentina, Ecuador, Brazil and
Venezuela.
But the United States also gave up ground by backing away from the mercantilism efforts
of the past to drum up business overseas, Feeley said. There were also political realities for
an administration seeking to address concerns of an American public reeling from the great
recession.
The challenge was educating working America about the benefits of international trade and
investment.
China’s entry into Latin America may have been inevitable, but it also allowed Asian leaders
to get back at the United States for what they saw as meddling in their sphere of influence, such
as continuing to sail Navy ships in the South China seas, said Jose Cardenas, who served in the
National Security Council under George W. Bush and regularly speaks with Trump administration
officials.
“It’s a little bit of payback,” said Cardenas, who described China as one of Venezuela’s enablers.
“The fact that they can be present and cause the United States such consternation and divert U.S.
attention to instability in the northern part of South America, to them, is a form of payback.”
Today, the region largely stands aligned with the United States and Guaido with the exception of
Bolivia, Cuba and Nicaragua.
The Trump administration has promised to continue to use all its tools from sanctions to visa
restrictions in order to increase the pressure on Maduro.
South American diplomats say they’re encouraging Chinese officials to align themselves with
the nations behind Guaido. It’s a message being delivered informally and formally when Chinese
officials visit Latin American countries and Latin American leaders visit China.

Photo: Parker Song-Pool/Getty Images/TNS
Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro at the
Great Hall of the People Sept. 1, 2015 in Beijing, China.

Battle over Mueller
House Democrats to look for
report moving to House floor more evidence of voter suppression
By Griffin Connolly
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON— The House moved a
step closer Monday to demanding the Justice
Department release to Congress the full report
special counsel Robert S. Mueller III submits
of his investigation into Russian interference in
the 2016 election and possible collusion with
the Trump campaign.
The House Rules Committee passed the
nonbinding resolution by voice vote Monday.
That sets up a floor vote on the measure
Thursday, according to a spokesman for
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, which would be among
the last things the chamber does before
breaking for a weeklong recess.
“The American people do not want (the
Mueller report) to be stashed away or hidden
somewhere,” said Rules Chairman Jim
McGovern.
The Massachusetts Democrat cited a CNN
poll from February that found 87 percent
of Americans think the Justice Department
should release the report.
He also highlighted past remarks from
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy,
R-Calif., Minority Whip Steve Scalise, R-La.,
and GOP Conference Chairwoman Liz Cheney,
R-Wyo., in which they advocate for the report’s
public release.
“Let me be clear: Moving this forward is
not prejudging the investigation’s outcome.
We do not know if it will be critical of any
individual — including the president — or
not,” McGovern said.
“This is not about embarrassing President
Trump. It’s about ensuring the American
people have the information that they deserve,”
he said.
Republicans did not raise serious objections
to the resolution or demand a roll call vote.
They did, however, question the measure’s
timing and efficacy.

The nonbinding resolution, offered by
House Judiciary Chairman Jerrold Nadler
and a handful of other Democratic chairmen
and chairwomen, is a waste of time, ranking
member Tom Cole said, because it “doesn’t
really accomplish anything.”
The Oklahoma Republican said he and his
GOP colleagues would prefer to wait until
Mueller actually submits his report before
considering such a resolution. He noted that
Attorney General William Barr and the DOJ
might want to withhold certain sections
of Mueller’s report that could compromise
department sources and methods.
On substance, though, the Republicans
didn’t raise many objections.
“I certainly have no objections to the calling
for the release of as much of it as may be
practical for people to have a look at,” Cole
said.
Nadler and other House Democrats have
said they will subpoena the full report if Barr
only provides them with bare-minimum
information.
Per special counsel regulations, Barr must
present Congress with a summary of the
special counsel’s work. The AG has great
authority to decide how much detail he shares
in that summary.
Barr was noncommittal in his confirmation
hearing about whether he would allow Mueller
to testify before Congress, and whether he
would resist a subpoena for the report.
“If necessary, our committee will subpoena
the report. If necessary, we’ll get Mueller to
testify,” Nadler told CNN in January. “The
American people need the information here.”
If Barr both denies lawmakers’ request to
publicize the report and resists any subsequent
subpoenas, that could set up a drawn-out legal
battle between Congress and the executive
branch over the document’s disclosure that will
play out in court.

Photo: Ting Shen/Xinhua/Zuma Press/TNS
Former FBI Director Robert Mueller, front, the special counsel probing Russian
interference in the 2016 U.S. election, leaves the Capitol building.

By David Lightman

McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — House Democrats plan
to expand their investigation of possible voter
suppression to North Carolina and probably
Kansas, the chairman of the House Oversight
and Reform Committee said.
“We’re looking at the most egregious
situations,” Rep. Elijah Cummings, D-Md., said
in an interview.
Cummings said his committee could
wind up investigating at least four states
as it digs into whether voting rights were
routinely suppressed. The committee could
hold hearings, subpoena witnesses and use
its findings to shape legislation to remedy
whatever problems it found.
Georgia’s election practices are already under
committee scrutiny. Top committee Democrats
last week sent Gov. Brian Kemp and Secretary
of State Brad Raffensperger lengthy requests for
information about how the state’s 2018 election
was run.
Cummings is also looking at Kansas and
North Carolina. He would not identify other
states.
“We’ve got to look at Kansas probably
because Kansas had a situation where they
literally moved the voting booths out of the
inner city,” he said.
In Dodge City, where 60 percent of residents
are Hispanic, Ford County Clerk Debbie Cox
moved the city’s only polling place to a building
south of the city last year. The Wichita Eagle
reported that the polling place could not be
reached on sidewalks and was cut off from
much of Dodge City by train tracks.
Cox said the move was necessary because of
construction...
“We’re going to also look at North Carolina,”
Cummings said. He said courts found that state
officials “went out and looked to see where
African-Americans were voting, and did it with
precision to cut them out and deny them the
right to vote,” he said.
Cummings did not cite a specific ruling. In
2016, the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
invalidated a 2013 North Carolina law that
limited voting options and required voters to
show ID at the polls.
The judges said the North Carolina limits
“target African-Americans with almost surgical
precision.” 2017, the U.S. Supreme Court
refused to hear an appeal of the decision.
Last year, North Carolina voters approved
a constitutional amendment requiring IDs for
voting. Republican lawmakers wrote the law
in December. A Wake County Superior Court
judge threw out the amendment last month,
declaring that “an illegally constituted General
Assembly does not represent the people of

North Carolina and is therefore not empowered
to pass legislation that would amend the state’s
constitution.”
Cummings did not say if he would pursue an
inquiry into Georgia’s 2018 election.
Cummings and Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md.,
who heads the House subcommittee on civil
rights and civil liberties, have given Georgia’s
Kemp and Raffensperger, both Republicans,
until March 20 to respond to a March 6 letter
requesting information.
The Democrats’ letter notes that while he
was Georgia secretary of state from 2010 until
his election in November as governor, his office
reportedly canceled voter registration for more
than 1.4 million people.
Last year, it placed on hold registration
applications for 53,000 Georgians, most of
them minorities, a few weeks before the
election. Kemp rejected Democrats’ claims of
voter suppression.
The House Democrats also said in their
letter that in some Georgia counties with large
minority populations, “voters waited for hours
to cast their ballots, even though hundreds
of available voting machines sat unused in
government warehouses.”
Kemp was running for governor against
Stacey Abrams, a Democrat who was seeking
to become the nation’s first female AfricanAmerican governor. Kemp won with 50.2
percent of the vote.
Cummings and Raskin want “all
communications related to any voter roll
purges.” They’re also looking at “all documents
related to your ethical or legal obligations
or possible conflicts of interest while
simultaneously running for governor and
overseeing the state’s elections as Georgia’s
secretary of state.”
Cummings said he was not sure what other
states he may look into and did not say when
further action would be taken. “It’s going
to be a while,” he said. “We’re accumulating
information.”

Photo: Olivier Douliery/TNS
U.S. Rep. Elijah Cummings speaks in D.C.
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Diplomatic outbursts mar Xi’s plan to raise China on the world stage
Bloomberg News
BEIJING — China’s diplomats aren’t being very diplomatic.
In the past few months, its envoy to Canada publicly accused his hosts of “white supremacy,” its
ambassador in Sweden labeled the Swedish police “inhumane” and blasted the country’s “so-called
freedom of expression,” and its chief emissary in South Africa said President Donald Trump’s
policies were making the U.S. “the enemy of the whole world.”
“I don’t think we are witnessing a pattern of misstatements and slips of the tongue,” said Ryan
Hass, a fellow at the Brookings Institution who previously oversaw China affairs at the U.S.
National Security Council. “We seem to be watching China’s diplomats matching the mood of the
moment in Beijing. Beijing rewards diplomats that are aggressive advocates of China’s views and
scorns those that it perceives as overly timid.”
That may be damaging Xi Jinping’s efforts to win friends abroad and capitalize on Donald
Trump’s international unpopularity. While China has seized on the trade war and U.S.
disengagement abroad to pitch itself as a champion of globalization, 63 percent of respondents to
a 2018 Pew poll in 25 countries said they preferred the U.S. as a world leader, compared with 19
percent for China.
At stake is China’s avowed goal of establishing itself as a global superpower with influence over a
network of allies to balance U.S. influence. China is pouring billions into global efforts such as Xi’s
Belt and Road Initiative to forge stronger links with countries around the world.
But China’s increasingly strident diplomatic approach could do more harm than good.
Anti-China sentiment has played a pivotal role in election surprises across Asia, and more
countries around the world are becoming skeptical of Chinese investment, particularly in
telecommunications, with fears growing about using its equipment in 5G networks because of
concerns about espionage.
China’s foreign ministry didn’t respond to faxed questions about the more aggressive language
from diplomats. After Trump took office, China has sought to portray itself as a supporter of the
international order, with Xi himself defending globalization at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland. His charm offensive, stood in contrast to Trump, who has reshaped public
discourse with regular insults of other world leaders on Twitter.
Even so, foreign diplomats in Beijing say that the behavior of Chinese officials has become far
more aggressive and assertive in private meetings in recent years. Their discussions have become
more ideological, according to one senior foreign envoy, who described the behavior as a strong
sense of grievance combined with increasing entitlement about China’s international role and
rights.
Chinese diplomats’ advocacy for the country’s beleaguered tech giant, Huawei Technologies Co.,
has even riled heads of government. After the Chinese ambassador to the Czech Republic, Zhang
Jianmin, announced in November that the Czech cyber security body’s decision to ban Huawei
did not represent the view of the Czech government, Prime Minister Andrej Babis said, “I do not
know what the ambassador is talking about,” according to Czech Radio.
In some regions, China’s overseas rhetoric has been hardening for years. Foreign officials
noticed an increasingly strident tone from Beijing following the global financial crisis. At a 2010
meeting hosted by Southeast Asian nations in Hanoi, then foreign minister Yang Jiechi famously
dismissed some of China’s neighbors as “small countries” when challenged over Beijing’s stance in
the South China Sea.
Foreign diplomats said the outbursts have increased in both frequency and intensity since Xi
took power in 2012. In the last few years, South Korea, the Philippines, Australia and now Canada
have all incurred Beijing’s wrath, with diplomatic barbs often accompanied by economic pressure
through import restrictions, store inspections and safety warnings to Chinese tour groups.
In a speech at the 2017 Communist Party conclave that saw Xi appointed for a second term as
party chief without an apparent successor, Xi described China as “standing tall and firm in the
East” and pledged to make the country a global leader in innovation, influence and military might.
At a conference for Chinese ambassadors at the end of that year, Xi urged diplomats to play a more
proactive part in an increasingly multipolar world, a speech China’s ambassador to the United
Kingdom described as a “mobilization order,” or “bugle call.”
China’s diplomatic corps has been quick to show its loyalty to Xi. In a 2017 essay in the party’s
theoretical magazine Qiushi, top diplomat Yang Jiechi pledged to study and implement Xi’s

thought on diplomacy in a “deep-going way.” And Foreign Minister Wang Yi recently praised Xi
for “taking the front line of history” and “braving 10,000 crags and torrents.”
“Chinese ambassadors always feel they have to speak to the leaders in Beijing more than to
the local public. Their promotions depend on it,” said Susan Shirk, a former U.S. deputy assistant
Secretary of State for East Asia. “If today what they say is more overtly anti-American or antiWestern then that reflects the changing foreign policy line.”
In line with national “party-building” campaigns, Chinese diplomats regularly engage in
“self-criticism” sessions at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, according to people familiar with the
meetings. Last month, the former deputy head of the party’s powerful Organization Department,
Qi Yu, was appointed as the foreign ministry’s Party Secretary despite a lack of diplomatic
experience. One foreign ambassador said Chinese diplomats are skilled and smart but also
increasingly “scared.”
Foreign diplomats visiting China’s far western region of Xinjiang have been followed,
temporarily detained and forced to delete photographs from their phones, while Swedish citizen
Gui Minhai was grabbed by Chinese authorities in front of Swedish diplomats, according to the
country’s foreign ministry.
The shift in mood, and tensions with the U.S., have altered the tone of discussions inside China’s
bureaucracy. One Chinese trade diplomat said that while it’s never been easy to be a dove in China,
all but the most senior officials now refrain from publicly voicing moderate positions toward the
U.S.
“Beijing has established a pattern of making examples of middle powers in hopes that doing so
deters others from challenging China’s interests,” said Hass at the Brookings Institution. “Some in
Beijing also seem to be growing frustrated that China’s rising national power is not yet translating
into the types of deference from others that it seeks.”

Photo: Bernd Von Jutrczenka/DPA/Abaca Press/TNS
Chinese President Xi Jingping and his wife, Peng Liyuan, arrive for a concert at the
Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg, Germany, on July 7, 2017.

Venezuela’s lights flicker, Thailand bans political party that
Guaido seeks an opening nominated ex-princess for prime minister
By Andrew Rosati and Alex Vasquez
Bloomberg News

CARACAS, Venezuela —With Venezuelans
enduring several days of electricity failures,
National Assembly leader Juan Guaido said he’ll
call a “national emergency” Monday to rally
public anger in his attempt to oust President
Nicolas Maduro.
Though he’s backed by the U.S. and 50 other
governments, Guaido’s leverage is limited
because he doesn’t control the government or
the military. His plan is to increase pressure on
Maduro, who he says stole last year’s election and
therefore has no legitimacy.
Guaido said he wasn’t calling for international
intervention, even though some supporters are
pressing him to do so. Instead, he made another
plea to the military to abandon Maduro, which
would almost certainly bring him down.
“Will you keep hiding the dictator?” Guaido
said at a news conference in Caracas, addressing
the military command. To all soldiers, he said:
“We do not want more accomplices. The time is
now.”
Once South America’s richest nation,
Venezuela has suffered deeply under Maduro.
The nation’s problems include poverty, violence,
hyperinflation, food shortages and now the worst
power failures in memory. In a possible clue
to Maduro’s tenuous hold on power, he hasn’t
arrested Guaido despite threats to do so.
There has been no independent explanation
for the power failures. Maduro’s government
has alleged cyber-sabotage and sought to blame
the U.S. Defense Minister Vladmir Padrino
Lopez said on state television Sunday that
the government has “achieved some level of
stabilization” in the power shortages.

“There is still a lot to do because the attack has
been very precise,” he said.
Only 20 percent of Caracas reportedly was able
to get online Sunday. Barricades were erected on
some of the capital’s streets overnight and refused
burned on the streets, after Guaido and Maduro
rounded up supporters for rallies Saturday.
Julio Castro, the head of Doctors for Health,
a network of medical providers that surveys
Venezuela’s hospitals, said 17 people with longterm diseases had died since the blackouts began
Thursday. They couldn’t get the treatment they
needed, he said.
Yet the nation seems to adjust to each new
crisis. Though many regular businesses were
closed, the bars and restaurants of the wealthier
east remained open Saturday night as if the
darkness signaled a holiday.
While the wealthy were able to maintain
some semblance of normal, other Venezuelans
were left to their own devices to face life without
electricity. Motorists have taken to driving
around aimlessly to charge phones and attempt
to call relatives in the countryside or abroad.
Highways and avenues were lined with parked
cars where cell signals were particularly strong.
On Sunday morning the city’s downtown came
back to life after a night marked by residents
burning trash and hurling bottles at police, who
quashed the demonstrations with tear gas. Roads
in the La Candelaria neighborhood were singed
from the skirmishes, but kiosks and bakeries
were open and old men played dominoes in
plazas and churches held Mass.
Maria Martelo, 27, an engineer, returned to
her powerless home from a cathedral where
she had charged her phone. “What else can you
do?” she said. “What we’re living is terrible and
absurd.”

Photo: Edilzon Gamez/Getty Images/TNS
Residents obtain water from a natural source after the water supply was suspended
following a nationwide blackout on Sunday, March 10, 2019 in Caracas, Venezuela.

By Shashank Bengali and Poypiti
Amatatham

Los Angeles Times
BANGKOK— Thailand’s Constitutional
Court on Thursday banned the political
party that nominated a former princess to
run for prime minister, dealing a blow to
opposition forces vying to defeat allies of
the military-led government in the first
election since a 2014 coup.
The court ruled that the Thai Raksa
Chart party’s nomination of Ubolratana
Mahidol, the eldest child of Thailand’s
revered late king and sister to its current
monarch, undermined the monarchy and
was “hostile to the democratic system.”
The party will be dissolved and its
executives barred from politics for 10 years,
judges said.
“It is necessary for the Thai monarchy
to stay above politics and stay neutral in
politics,” Taweekiat Meenakanit, one of the
judges, said in a verdict broadcast live on
television. “Do not allow any opportunities
for the Thai monarchy to be used for
political purposes.”
The ruling was not a surprise. The
party’s decision last month to nominate the
67-year-old Ubolratana— a University of
California, Los Angeles master’s graduate
who relinquished her royal title when she
married an American in 1972 but is still
treated as royalty by Thais, stunned the
nation and broke with a more than centuryold tradition of the royal family avoiding
elected office.
It also raised the prospect of the
return of Thaksin Shinawatra, the
telecommunications tycoon and former
prime minister who is linked to Thai Raksa
Chart and lives in exile to avoid corruption
charges that he says are politically
motivated.
Thaksin is regarded as a dangerous
upstart by the military — which ousted him
from office in 2006 — and by supporters
of the royal family, who regard him as
insufficiently deferential to the monarchy.
The nomination of a royal to lead
a Thaksin-linked party suggested a
rapprochement that could have ended more
than a decade of political clashes between
rival Thai political factions that have
occasionally turned deadly.
But the nomination was short-lived. The
party withdrew her candidacy after her
brother and Thailand’s current monarch,
King Maha Vajiralongkorn, called it
“extremely inappropriate.”
Election officials formally canceled

her nomination days later and asked the
Constitutional Court to punish the party,
which led to Thursday’s ruling.
The ex-princess did not appear for the
verdict but responded on Instagram, where
photos on her private account indicated
she was in Berlin. Followers commented
that the party had been dissolved, to which
Ubolratana responded: “It is sad and
depressing.”
Human rights groups denounced the
verdict, saying it would diminish the
fairness of the March 24 election the
Thai military has held up as a sign of the
country’s return to democratic rule.
“This decision highlights the Thai
authorities’ abuse of judicial powers to
restrict the peaceful association and
expression of the political opposition,”
Amnesty International’s Thailand
campaigner, Katherine Gerson, said in a
statement.
“This far-reaching measure raises strong
concerns about the human rights to freedom
of association and expression in the period
leading to the elections.”
Two parties associated with Thaksin
have previously been banned, and his sister
Yingluck was removed as prime minister in
2014, the most recent of more than a dozen
coups in Thailand’s modern history.
Constitutional changes enacted by the
junta since 2014 have given the military
power to appoint members of the upper
house of parliament, while making it more
difficult for major parties such as Pheu
Thai, the largest Thaksin-backed party,
to win large numbers of seats in the lower
house.
Both houses vote to select the prime
minister, giving the military outsize
inf luence over the winner.
Thai Raksa Chart was formed just
four months ago as one of several Pheu
Thai offshoots in a bid to secure more
parliamentary seats for pro-Thaksin
candidates.
Thai Raksa Chart’s nomination gamble,
and the court’s ruling, have left that strategy
in tatters and boosted the chances of the
military-backed leader, Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha, who is running at the
head of a pro-military party to remain in
power via the ballot box.
“We had pure intentions through the
course of our actions,” Thai Raksa Chart’s
leader, Preechapol Pongpanich, told
reporters after the ruling. “I would like to
thank all the candidates and the people who
walked side by side with us.”

