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Edinboro prof co-chairing federal reserve contest

Jiang is a professor in the business and economics department at Edinboro.
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Dr. Jingze Jiang talks harmony, her path, and a focus on environmental economics
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Naming a child in China is serious business.
The controversial “one-child” policy, which was enforced
until recent reform to the law, meant that families had only one
chance at giving their child a name that would, according to
Chinese tradition, decide their destiny in life. That’s why Dr.
Jingze Jiang’s father had her name picked out long before she
was born.
“My father actually picked my name before he knew what
my gender was; he picked two words from Darwin’s theory of

evolution, which says that species will compete and that only
the best species will be selected. So he picked two words from
that theory: one is competition and the other is selection.
When people in China saw my name, they all thought that
I was a boy. My dad knew that there is a lot of competition
in life, and he hoped that I would be the one that would be
selected, not unfairly, but because I’m good enough to be
selected.”
She continued: “I appreciate his trust for me, but I kind of go
the opposite way around. I prefer harmonious environments
instead of competition.”

A brief look at Jiang’s résumé speaks more to her
competitive side: in 2005 at the age of 22, she was the youngest
doctoral candidate in her class at Washington State University.
She managed to complete the program in four years, while also
completing a master’s in statistics at the same time. Currently,
she is a professor in the business and economics department
at EU, while actively working on research into the economics
of renewable energy, serving on various university wide and
departmental committees, and acting as a mentor for women
in business through the ATHENA PowerLink program.
Oh yeah, and she just became the Co-Chair for the Federal
Reserve Bank of Cleveland’s 2019 undergraduate research
competition.
“I and the co-chair of this competition knew each other
before, but obviously we had to apply and then I was selected.
I found out earlier this year (about being selected), and first of
all, being selected was very surprising. I was so shocked when I
found out. I’m glad that they recognized my work by choosing
me for this position,” said Jiang.
For a while though, she didn’t even think she would make it
through her doctorate.
The Journey to Economics
Like many go through, Jiang initially started out on a
different career path than where she’d end up.
“My undergraduate degree was actually in finance,” Jiang
said. “When I took my first economics course I realized that
my passion lies in economics. Because for a long time, I
thought that finance is economics and economics is finance,
but that is actually not the case. Finance deals more with the
financial market and investments, and economics deals more
with decision-making and how to best allocate scare resources.
Our jobs as economists are not just about money.”
That class was also Jiang’s first exposure to the topic
that she would eventually dedicate her academic career to:
environmental economics.
“In that class that I took in college, there was one chapter
about the Chinese government implementing a tax in order to

See Jiang, A2

EUSGA opens up about new travel fund,
Business fraternity president looks spring elimination of appeals process
End of the Road

back at time with EU community
By Paul Petrianni
Contributing Writer

After initially hesitating to relocate up the
east coast for college, the consequent move
became a defining moment for Tyler Wood. As
a senior in the Edinboro business department,
he has his sights set high after graduation this
spring.
“I originally didn’t want to come to
Edinboro,” said Wood, a North Carolina native.
“I only ended up coming here because my
dad lives in Erie, and is also an alum.” This
reluctance didn’t last long however. Once Wood
transferred and invested some time around
campus, he quickly joined the club lacrosse
team, and Alpha Kappa Psi, the professional
business fraternity.
“Man am I happy that I did transfer,” stated
Wood. He credits the club lacrosse team for
helping him get accustomed to Edinboro, as
well as meeting a group of exceptional people.
His fraternity Alpha Kappa Psi also helped him
create relationships, and he attributes much of
who he is today from his time spent within the
organization. He has even seen himself rise to
the position of president.
“I never imagined myself becoming the
president,” said Wood. “Being a part of the
fraternity has pushed me to be the best I can
be, while also teaching and motivating me to
be a great leader.” The family aspect of Greek
life has also taught Wood to never settle while
on the path to achieving his goals. “Having the
support from my brothers has encouraged me
to go to the limit and be at my peak potential at
all times,” said Wood.
Fellow brother Tony Williams shares a
similar sentiment about the brotherhood
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aspect of their fraternity, stating: “Tyler has
become a true brother to me since we pledged
Alpha Kappa Psi together. We have both grown
professionally and I know he’ll always be a
phone call away if I need him.”
Wood has begun interviewing with multiple
management training programs that a number
of different companies offer, like Target and
Enterprise. “With these programs I hope to
gain enough experience to hopefully manage
my own store someday,” said Wood. Once he
reaches that goal, he plans on going back to
school to acquire an MBA in human resources.
Wood claims all of these goals seem very
realistic due to his time spent as the president
of his frat. “Being president has forced me to
have more responsibility than I’ve ever had
before. Having that responsibility has prepared
me for the real business world. I feel now I have
the ability to take on any challenge.”
Friend and fraternity brother Brandon
Bunger has no doubts of Wood’s future
successes, stating: “Yes, I do believe Tyler will
become successful in the future; he has been
responsible for numerous leadership positions
and has maintained and done well with
each. He’s a very outspoken person who has
persevered through so much to get where he is
today.”
Over the course of his academic career, the
initial hesitation to attend Edinboro has all
but completely faded away. This feeling was
confirmed when Wood claimed, “My favorite
thing about Edinboro would have to be the
community, [and] overall I am very thankful
that I was able to attend Edinboro and meet
such great people.”
Paul Petrianni | @edinboronow

By Livia Homerski
Executive Editor

Edinboro University Student
Government Association (EUSGA) recently
announced some big changes, both
regarding a new way to distribute funds
for student travel and the cutting of the
appeals process for the spring. Although
students received emails pertaining to
these updates, there were talks around
campus as to what these changes really
mean and how they work, so The Spectator
conferred with SGA Parliamentarian
Dristin Myers to answer these burning
questions.
In regard to the new student travel
fund, the previous process was to ask for
those funds from EUSGA through a club
presentation that broke down the travel
costs.
In this update, they’ve first allotted
approximately 10 percent of all student
activity fees to go toward “academicallyoriented” student travel, which “will be
divided among the College of Science
and Health Professions, the College of
Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences,
the School of Education, and the School
of Business in proportion to each School/
College’s percentage of the student body,”
according to the email sent on behalf of
EUSGA and Edinboro University Interim
President Michael Hannan.
Instead of presenting to EUSGA on
why a club needs funding for academic
travel and “professional development
opportunities,” those interested (clubs and
individuals) will present to the respective
academic dean to possibly receive the
funding.
“This change will also benefit individual

The Arts

students who would like to travel to present
at a conference. That is a new benefit
for Edinboro University students. In the
past, individual students did not have the
ability to request funds [from EUSGA] for
academic travel,” Myers stated, as it had to
be through a club.
Then, when asked why the appeals
process was eliminated this year, Myers
explained that all student budgets and
organizations received a 14 percent cut in
order to get the budget balanced. EUSGA
typically must set aside funds for the
appeal process (in case an organization
wins an appeal), but they found that this
year they would have had to cut all club
and organization budgets by 19 percent in
order to do this.
Myers elaborated: “In the past, only a
handful of clubs appealed their budgets,
and due to the university’s low projection
of enrollment, it was in the best interests of
the student to not hold the appeals.” This
way, more funds can be allotted to each
club to accommodate the changes due to
the travel fund.
This isn’t to say that if a club or
organization has concerns about the
budget given to them that they can’t bring
them up. SGA encouraged students to
reach out to the E-Board.
The organization also recently held
elections. Voting closed Wednesday, with
those running for EUSGA president being
Kaitlyn Orlando, along with any additional
write-in options.
The next SGA meeting will be held on
April 22 at 4:30 p.m. in Compton 107A.
There will be the introduction of the newly
voted upon congress members.
Livia Homerski | @edinboronow

Sports
‘Fresh Prints of
Doucette’
Senior graphic
designers show off
their work in a unique
gallery show, A4.
Wings For Wishes comes to
the Hotel Bar, B2.
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Faculty contributes to new fund
for students who need aid
By Shayma Musa | Collin Alekson
News Editor | Staff Writer

The Faculty and Student Staff Hardship Fund
was created with the intention of providing
financial assistance when recruiting and retaining undergraduate students. These students
“would otherwise not be able to go to college,”
according to Jessica Gray, director of annual
development at Edinboro, due to hardship or
other constraints.
Gray explained how the money was supported through EU’s faculty and staff. “We
accept donations, but most faculty and staff do
payroll deductions. Our goal this year through
the campaign is seeking participation from 15
percent of our faculty and staff.”
Mia Harvey, a music performance and strategic communications major, was asked to help
lead the campaign alongside Interim Edinboro
University President Michael Hannan. “I used
to work for the Phonathon and my boss Jessica
Gray, who got me involved with the alumni and
helping out with the scholarship campaign and
such.”
Harvey continued: “I pay for my schooling
mostly through scholarships, so I under-

stand that college is expensive and it’s hard...
Anything I can do to help campaign for student
scholarships to help them come to Edinboro,
I’m more than happy to.”
When asked about her position as a spokesperson for the campaign, Harvey responded
with her intentions being, “giving back to
the campus, and the university and students
themselves.”
Gray elaborated further on the criteria that
an undergraduate would have to meet in order
to be given financial support from the fund. “As
of right now, the scholarship can be renewed
and the student has to be in a full-time program, have a GPA of 2.5 or better, has demonstrated a financial need, and is in good standing
with the university.”
The intentions of the fund, Gray explained,
is to inform students of the other available
“avenues” of support when needed.
“We always encourage our students to go to
financial aid with whatever issue you’re facing,
and we want to encourage students to use this
fund to help support them.”
Shayma Musa & Collin Alekson
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

Jiang
From A1
discourage companies from dumping chemicals that pollute the water. It was then that I realized
that economics is not just about money, but that economics could also impact public policy in
order for people to behave more environmentally friendly.”
With that in mind, Jiang decided that she would apply to doctoral programs in economics
straight out of college, forgoing the usual route of getting a master’s degree first. “I went
backwards. It was in my second year of my Ph.D. that I talked to my advisor and told him, ‘I
don’t have a master’s degree, but I’m really good at math, I think that statistics and economics
would be a good combination.’”
“I think that the beneficial part for me is that I knew what I wanted from a very young age,”
Jiang said. “My whole family is made up of medical doctors and my mom asked me to be a
doctor, and I said ‘No!’”
Jiang actually drew her inspiration from her grandfather, who, although he wasn’t a
economist, fed into her spirit for research.
“My grandfather, even though he was a medical doctor, did experiments on radiation and
how that radiation affects the health of humans. It’s unethical nowadays, but he used to do
experiments on monkeys and he always had a student following him around. So when I was
young, I really looked up to him and I asked him, ‘If I want to be like you, what should I do?’”
Her grandfather advised her to get the highest degree that you can and from that moment on,
Jiang made it her goal to earn a doctorate so that she could follow her passions.
The Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland’s 2019 undergraduate research competition is being
held on May 3, presented by The University of Akron and Edinboro. Undergraduates are
“invited to submit poster presentations of their research in economics and finance,” according to
clevelandfed.org.
Shayma Musa | eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Solar panels were a main discussion point of Lloyd’s lecture on renewable resources.

Al Stone Lecture: Dr. Richard Lloyd discusses
renewable energy on campus and beyond
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

The spring leg of the university’s Al Stone
Lecture Series commenced this past Thursday,
April 11 with a talk on renewable energy by Dr.
Richard Lloyd.
Lloyd is chair of the physics and technology
department on campus, and his research
centers around renewable energy, specifically
targeting the development of more sustainable
solar panels. His talk, titled “Renewable
Energy: a sustainable path forward,” discussed
the current impact of renewable energy on the
U.S. economy and its potential for the future.
“Renewable energy is really the only energy
source that we can rely on indefinitely,” Lloyd
said as he began his lecture.
According to Lloyd, the amount of energy
that we use to retrieve non-renewable energy
(such as oil), is a contributing factor to global
warming, changes in the growing season for
farmers and an increase in the severity of
natural weather events.
After discussing the disadvantages of
non-renewable energy, Lloyd discussed the
advantages and limitations of renewable
energy.
“One of the things that is good about it
(solar energy) is that it’s completely renewable.
I don’t have to worry about getting a new
sun; it’s always there [and] as long as the sun
is burning, we’re all good” Lloyd said. “Solar
panels have no moving parts. They also last
for decades and have very low environmental
impact, at least at the site of installation —

there are some impacts in the manufacturing of
the solar panel.”
He then spoke about limitations.
“The energy source is intermittent. When
the sun’s out, the solar panel functions. A cloud
comes over and day turns into night, and the
solar power shuts off (because it needs solar
energy) — a solution to this is devising a way
to store the excess energy and dumping it right
back in,” Lloyd explained.
Another issue that Lloyd brought up was
land use. “Where are you going to put it? It
needs to be relativity close to where you are
going to use it. The infrastructure to build this
is not available.”
Lloyd’s interest in renewable energy can
be seen in his on-campus efforts, as well. In
2009, he wrote a grant for $500,000 for the
construction of the 190 kW solar panels near
McComb Fieldhouse. These solar panels, in the
amount of time that they have been on campus,
have produced enough energy to power 24
normal households.
The next Al Stone lecture will take place
today at 9:30 a.m. in the basement of Diebold.
The topic of discussion will be “The
future of the Erie County Democratic Party:
demographic trends.”
The lecture will be given by Dr. James Wertz,
associate dean of the college of arts, humanities
and social sciences, as well as the chair of the
Erie County Democratic Party. The Al Stone
Lecture Series is set to run every Thursday
until May 9.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

End of the Road

Graduating senior talks Homecoming honor, growing at ‘Boro
By Jake Benhart

Contributing Writer
Each year, only one student is crowned
homecoming queen at Edinboro University.
You can spend countless hours trying to accrue
votes. You can bribe students with lollipops
outside of Pogue Student Center. You can
exceed your yearly print quota to self-promote
with colorful posters.
Madi Gilbert, Edinboro’s 2018 homecoming
queen, won without employing the strategies of
a traditional homecoming court hopeful. Aside
from occasional posts from the social media
accounts she runs for the various clubs and
communities she is a member of on campus,
her campaigning was nonexistent. She didn’t
have the time.
Gilbert is the newsletter editor for Circle
K, the vice president of growth for the Alpha
Sigma Tau chapter at Edinboro University, the
president of the Speech and Hearing Club, an
employee at the Global Education Office and
a four-year member of the Edinboro Honors
Program.
Ironically, she believes that the reason she
did not have time to campaign was also why
she was able to win.
“Because I am from this area, I knew a lot
of kids from around here. I met a lot of people
in clubs and university programs, and I always
have tried to be a nice person,” Gilbert said. “I
think having positive experiences with different
kinds of people got me votes.”
Long before being named homecoming
queen, Gilbert arrived at Edinboro as an
undeclared freshman. She followed her “best
friend” and older sister, Carly, 23, to Edinboro
because it provided a familiar environment (“In
high school, Edinboro and Slippery Rock were
considered ‘13th grade,’” according to Gilbert).
Her ability to relate to others helped shape
her social circle early on. Four-year roommate
and fellow speech pathology major Jordan
Weinstein remembers her first encounter with
Gilbert.
“We were both on an app for accepted
students to socialize and she was one of the
first people to reach out to me about being
roommates,” Weinstein said. “Four years
later and she is one of the closest friends I
have.”
Gilbert grew up less than 30 miles from

Edinboro’s campus in Conneautville,
Pennsylvania. She and her family used to come
to Edinboro in the summers and went tubing
on the lake.
“I’m from a super small town. There are no
stop lights,” Gilbert said.
She quickly grew out of her small-town shell
while working her first campus job for the
admissions office as a tour guide.
“When I got to Edinboro, I was afraid to talk
in front of people. Speak in front of tour groups
helped me become more comfortable in front
of big crowds,” Gilbert said. “It was like a public
speaking class for me.”
Her own social experiences and the influence
of academic advisor Dr. Carol Gleischner
in an introductory course for undeclared
students helped her decide to become a speech
pathology major. Traitify, a test that “uses
human interaction with images to create the
fastest validated talent assessments in the
market,” according to their website, helped her
narrow her list of possible majors to preschool
education (she now has an associate degree in
preschool education) and speech pathology.
Ultimately, she chose speech pathology.
“I liked the one-on-one aspect of speech
pathology versus being in charge of a whole
classroom for a day,” Gilbert said. “I love
talking, and I want to help others grow and be
able to communicate with family members and
friends.”
This love for communication and
community drives her to help students on
campus.
“Madi is very considerate in the way she
reaches out to people and includes them in
organizations and community, academic and
social events,” close friend and fellow Alpha
Sigma Tau member Elena Tran said. According
to Tran, this is why they get along together
so well, in addition to their “large overlap in
extracurriculars within the campus and the
Edinboro community.”
Gilbert’s passion to help others extends
outside of her scholastic obligation. Alpha
Sigma Tau, her social sorority, facilitates both
national and local philanthropies. Locally,
Gilbert’s chapter is partners with SafeNet, Erie’s
only accredited domestic violence agency.
Members clean, organize and donate to the
battered women and children’s shelter.

She also notifies students about community
service opportunities as the newsletter editor
of Circle K, a Kiwanis-sponsored club that
spends “a lot of time at the nearby senior
citizens home,” according to the organization’s
website.
Gilbert has used her positive disposition to
unite groups she is a part of on campus.
“Since becoming the president of the
Speech and Hearing Club, Madi has been able
to demonstrate how much of a passionate and
caring person she is to all. No matter what
year the students are, she makes sure they
feel welcome and answers any questions they
have. Last year, the club was very divided, and
I felt like the upperclassman didn’t really care
about the members,” said Weinstein. “Now
that Madi is the president, she has sewn the
club back together and has helped it develop
into a well-knit community for people to
Photo: Kelly Staschak
make long lasting connections.”
Jared
Hladycz
and
Madi
Gilbert at
Gilbert and the rest of the club also works
Homecoming
2018.
with geriatric patients at local nursing homes
on memory skills. The club also helped with
While working for Disney, she found a
the Little Free Library initiative at a local
way to continue honoring her passion for
elementary school.
community service. Gilbert aided hurricane
“We painted bookshelves and filled them
relief efforts following Hurricane Irma with the
with books,” Gilbert said. “Students are able to
Disney VoluntEARS, a group whose mission
take out books for free, and they can exchange
is “to develop opportunities for Cast Members
books they’ve read for new ones.”
to contribute their personal time and expertise
Having a full plate of on-campus
to make a positive impact on our community
responsibilities does not detract from Gilbert’s
while furthering the traditions and ideals of
passion for going above and beyond in every
The Walt Disney Company,” according to the
activity she takes on, though. She enjoys going
company’s website.
the extra mile and becoming a “friendly face in
Following graduation, she will be moving to
Edinboro,” according to Tran.
a climate that will afford her much more sun;
“I am a very last-minute person. The more
Gilbert will attend Old Dominion University
involved I am, the better I do my work,” Gilbert in Norfolk, Virginia, to pursue a Master
said.
of Science in Speech-Language Pathology
She also has taken opportunities to
following her graduation in May.
experience places far from Edinboro. She has
Her next step will provide new
studied abroad twice: she spent a week in
opportunities. Norfolk, a city with a population
the Dominican Republic to teach English as
greater than fourty-times that of Edinboro,
a second language and traveled to Italy and
will be a change of pace. She has excelled
Greece for 10 days for a communications
close to home and is looking forward to doing
class. The highlight of Gilbert’s off-campus
continuing to stretch herself far from her
experiences, according to her, was by far the
northwest Pennsylvanian roots.
semester she spent working with the Disney
“This [Edinboro] was my safe place,” Gilbert
College Program in the fall of 2017. As a
said. Now, it is my time to branch out and try
Disney enthusiast, she is proud to claim that
something new.”
she was afforded the opportunity to work in all
Jake Benhart | @edinboronow
four theme parks.
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California hits back as
The Spectator at Advocacy Day
By Shayma Musa
Trump threatens to ʻdumpʼ
immigrants in ʻsanctuary citiesʼ
News Editor

Tribune News Service
LOS ANGELES— California Democrats
this week stepped up their attacks on President
Donald Trump over his threat to send
immigrants to so-called sanctuary cities, even
as experts suggested the president’s plan could
backfire and lure more migrants to the north.
Gov. Gavin Newsom labeled the president’s
proposed policy nonsensical, saying Trump
campaigned on deporting more immigrants.
But his latest plan looks as if he intends to allow
some migrants to remain in the U.S.
“Which one is it, Mr. President?” Newsom
asked rhetorically, in an interview with the Los
Angeles Times. “That fundamental flaw in the
logic needs to be considered.”
The governor insisted the federal
government is already “dumping people” in
California by processing migrants legally
seeking asylum at the border and releasing
them into California before they have time to
connect with their sponsors in the U.S.
Several mayors also reacted. L.A. Mayor Eric
Garcetti tweeted that immigrants “are people,
not pawns,” Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf told
Trump to stop fanning “hate and division,”
and San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo called for
“sensible solutions.”
L.A. County Supervisor Hilda Solis also
said in a statement that “the only way to
address immigration in this country is through
bipartisan comprehensive immigration reform.”
The back-and-forth marked the latest
exchange between Trump and his favorite West
Coast target.
On Monday, Trump doubled down on his
threat to send immigrants to “sanctuary cities,”
a proposal first revealed by The Washington
Post. He tweeted that “illegal immigrants who
can no longer be legally held (Congress must
fix the laws and loopholes) will be, subject to
Homeland Security, given to sanctuary cities
and states!”
Trump’s own aides have told him that such
a policy on releasing migrants would likely be
illegal and unfeasible, an assessment backed by
former immigration officials and legal experts.
Officials with the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security did not respond to requests
for comment from The Times about whether
they were making plans to implement the
president’s proposed policy.
It’s unclear what authority, if any, the
administration would have to bus migrants
from detention centers near the border and
release them into sanctuary cities and other
Democratic strongholds broadly opposed to
Trump’s efforts to crack down on immigration.
Following the passage of Senate Bill 54, the
law signed by former California Gov. Jerry
Brown that limited cooperation between
local law enforcement agencies and federal
immigration agents, the Trump administration
sued the state to nullify it and two other laws
designed to protect immigrants in the country
illegally.
At least seven federal courts have ruled
previous attempts by the Trump administration
to cut off federal funding to cities and states,
including California, for resisting cooperation
with immigration authorities as unlawful.

The U.S. Supreme Court also has ruled on
several occasions that the federal government
can’t coerce states and cities into helping it
implement federal immigration policies.
The president has grown increasingly
frustrated that, more than two years into his
administration, his policies have failed to deter
migrants from reaching the border or, for the
most part, prevent their release from detention
once inside the United States. Last month, U.S.
authorities apprehended 92,607 people at the
border, the highest monthly total in more than
a decade.
Last week, Trump ousted a slew of his top
officials in Homeland Security, in part because
of their opposition to such proposals as
releasing migrants into cities and states whose
representatives the president sees as political
enemies.
Roberto Suro, a professor of public policy at
the University of Southern California, called
Trump’s latest plan an “ill-informed and selfdefeating idea.”
There is no clear definition of a “sanctuary”
city or state, but in general, jurisdictions that
adopt the designation vow to offer political
support or practical protection to people who
are in the country illegally.
The term dates to the 1980s, when Berkeley
and a few other municipalities declared
themselves as such to accept migrants from
Central America. At the time, U.S. immigration
policies allowed some Central Americans, but
not others, to enter the country.
Many sanctuary cities are big metropolitan
areas that are accustomed to receiving
newcomers, and have policies in place intended
to help resettle asylum-seekers while their cases
are pending, Suro said.
For instance, California law provides a
number of benefits for people without legal
status, including healthcare and driver’s
licenses. The state’s cities have robust
immigrant rights organizations and an existing
infrastructure to provide legal assistance for
immigrants and asylum-seekers.
“These metros are exactly the destinations
that many, probably most, asylum-seekers want
to reach. These are the places where their kin
and compatriots are concentrated,” Suro said.
“Tell a Central American asylum-seeker that
her punishment is being sent to Los Angeles,
and she might well say a prayer of thanks.”
Trump and California Democrats are
appealing to their respective political bases by
attacking one another. But posturing on both
sides doesn’t serve anyone well, said Louis
DeSipio, a professor of political science at UC
Irvine.
“The rhetorical battles, in particular,
President Trump’s threats, are supposed to
antagonize and aren’t an effort to construct a
solution to what is a challenge at the southern
border,” he said.
David Dorsen, a public policy expert and
legal scholar based in Washington, D.C., said
Trump’s threat to send migrants to sanctuary
cities is a problem even if it doesn’t become a
reality because it might entice more people to
make the treacherous trip north.
“They’ll say ‘This is a new way of coming to
the United States. Let’s go.’”

Students from Edinboro University,
as well as students from the 13 other
PASSHE schools, converged upon
the state capitol in Harrisburg from
Tuesday, April 9 to Wednesday, April
10. They arrived in order to lobby
for increased funding for the state
system of education as a whole. The
informational packet given to students
specifically said, “The state system

is seeking a 2019-20 appropriation of
$505.8 million, an increase of $37.7
million.”
In their time at the state capitol,
students got a chance to speak to
representatives and other members
of the state government about their
experiences within the state school
system. See Voices, Page B4 for a
further breakdown of the trip.
Shayma Musa
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com
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Top: The Edinboro advocates meet Governor Tom Wolf at 2019 PASSHE Advocacy Day.

Amazon Echo: always listening
By Ron Hurtibise

Sun Sentinel | Tribune News Service
Amid reports that Amazon employs thousands
of people to listen to customers talk to their
virtual personal assistant Alexa, Florida’s chief
financial officer is warning residents to be careful
what they say about their private health matters.
He also revealed steps Alexa owners might not
realize they can take to protect themselves.
Bloomberg News last week reported that
Amazon employees around the globe are listening
to voice recordings captured in the homes of
owners of its popular line of personal speaker,
Echo. The recordings are transcribed and fed
back into the device’s operating software to help it
better understand human speech.
Occasionally workers hear possible evidence
of crimes, including sexual assaults, the report
stated. But Amazon says its employees have no
way to track down the identities of the voices they
hear.
Meanwhile, Amazon has announced that it’s
developing ways that patients can one day use the
Echo to communicate securely with health care
providers and pharmacists.
Florida CFO Jimmy Patronis says customers
should be wary about how secure their
information actually is with Alexa in their house.
“How comfortable are you with a complete
stranger listening to audio files from your home?
That’s a reality with Amazon’s Alexa technology,”
Patronis was quoted in a news release Monday as
saying. “Although it’s built to make our lives easier
and more productive, there are real privacy risks.”
Alexa owners should not only beef up privacy

protections, they should also weigh the risks
of sharing personal information, especially
prescriptions or other medical information,
Patronis said.
Because of the 2017 data breach at the Equifax
credit monitoring company, 143 million people
now face the potential of lifelong threats of
identity theft, the news release said. Added
Patronis: “It’s only a matter of time before voice
technology suffers a breach.”
Patronis offered three steps Alexa owners can
take to protect their privacy:
Turn off the microphone and camera when
you aren’t using your Alexa device. Alexa
products capture all voice commands and other
sounds in the room. If you don’t intend to use
the device, turn your mic off to ensure it can’t
record things being said. For newer devices with
cameras, turn off that function when you know it
won’t be used.
Delete old Alexa recordings. All of your
recordings remain on Amazon’s cloud until their
owners delete them, Patronis said. Some may
include private information. You can listen to
and delete them by going to Settings > History in
the Alexa app. You can also utilize the dashboard
available at Amazon.com.
Limit or disable Drop In permissions
immediately. The Drop In feature on Alexa
devices is designed to create an intercom system
with another device. Be very careful when
allowing any Drop In permissions to your device
as it allows others to access your mic and speaker,
whether the user is in another room or another
city.
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Senior graphic designers make
ʻfresh printsʼ in Bruce Gallery
By Livia Homerski
Executive Editor

Now this is a story all about how Bruce
Gallery got turned upside down.
Edinboro’s senior graphic design students
wowed a recent gallery crowd with their
show: “Fresh Prints of Doucette.” The
reception took place on April 11 and awarded
12 members of the senior class with 16
awards. The show was directed by graphic
design professor Francis Demaske.

The exhibit also featured graphic designer
and artist Jordan Wong as the juror. He’s
handled branding and design work for
the Cleveland Tango School, the Strange
Martini radio show and for events such
as the Weapons of Mass Creation Fest in
Loudonville, Ohio. His work can be found on
Wongface.com.
Wong kicked off the ceremony by
remarking, “Holy crap, are you guys
talented,” before announcing the winners.
The awards announced were for the

Photos: Amber Chisholm

Brandon Lipe, pursuing a master’s of fine arts degree, held a thesis show in Bates Gallery.

Thesis show confronts the uncertain
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Photos: Livia Homerski

Madison Morrow’s display won best in show, best illustration and best self-branding.
“This was one of the biggest classes that
we’ve had, and I think the work is fantastic.
It’s really diverse and all of the students are
designers, but they’ve also integrated other
types of art like ceramics, printmaking, wood
furniture — so I think that’s interesting,” said
Demaske about the show contributors.

Ashley Steis won the best concept award.

following: Best Typography: Jedidiah
Micek; Best Craft: Abigail Dewyer; Best
Motion Graphic: Julian Swinton; Best Use
of Alternative Processes: Rachel Tiriani;
Best Corporate Identity: David Marvin;
Best Concept: Ashley Steis; Best Packaging:
Abigail Dewyer; and Best Publication:
Kathleen Shay.
Abigail Dewyer also received an
honorable mention, along with Aubrie
Smith and Cody Hanley.
Madison Morrow, meanwhile, took home
the prestigious Best in Show, as well as Best
Illustration and Best Self-Branding. “I can’t
say that I expected it, but I’m just really
happy that’s how it turned out. I worked
really hard for this,” said Morrow.
Both Dewyer and Morrow also worked
on the 16th edition of Chimera, Edinboro’s
student-run art and literary journal.
When asked why it’s important to get
involved with extracurriculars like Chimera,
Morrow responded, “When you get out
there and help with the design club (AIGA)
or Chimera, you’re gonna learn more than
just making a project, making a book.
You’re gonna learn how to work with
printers and actual clients out in the world,
and I think that what the design department
does and the extracurriculars, it’s a really
great experience to be involved with.”
Design professors Shelle Baron, Dianne
Crandall, Brigette Davitt, Cassandra Reese
and Scott Gladd were also recognized at
the ceremony for their close work with the
young designers.
“Fresh Prints of Doucette” will be shown
in Bruce Gallery from April 9-22. The
gallery’s hours are from Tuesday through
Friday, noon to 6 p.m.
Livia Homerski | @edinboronow

Abigail Dewyer’s display won best crafting, best packaging and an honorable mention.

“Collaborative Movement.” It’s a name that
could be interpreted in many ways, yet for
Brandon Lipe, it’s something both personal and
professional.
Finishing his master’s of fine arts degree in
ceramics, Lipe described both his thesis show and
pieces in great detail, saying that certain achieved
effects, like streaking, are based on uncertainty
with elements added during what is referred to as
atmospheric firing.
“Collaborative” refers to himself and the topic
of uncertainty; in regard to post-firing results, it
refers to working together.
“Movement” refers to altering both the tops
and bottoms of the pots he creates, which could
be seen as what Lipe calls “rolling” vases and
jars, both large and small. When he does this, he
mentioned that he likes to group them together
since they look “like a nice little family.”
Lipe considers himself a certain and levelheaded person, yet decided to add the element of
uncertainty as it creates a uniqueness about his
work.
“It helps me realize that not everything is in
your control,” he said.
Beginning his undergraduate career at
California State University Fullerton as a graphic
design major, he took an elective course involving
ceramics as a senior. This is what propelled him
to where he is today, despite the challenges of
working full-time and changing focuses.
“I was hooked since then,” he said.
He also prefers soda firing, a type of
atmospheric firing in which sodium bicarbonate
is added.
“You can test a lot more things,” he said, stating

that it also adds color vibrancy and involves less
preparation time. Based on estimation, he said
that his show was comprised of about 90 percent
soda fired items.
Some effects that could be noticed, such as
streaking, are caused by melting ash.
He also uses microcrystal glazes in his work,
which creates unique color effects through slow
cooling in an atmospheric kiln. He even adds
watered-down clay, or slip, to pieces such as plates
and cups to create ridges, an aesthetic choice
resembling scenes of nature, including sand
dunes, snow and so on.
He tries to not set too many goals for himself,
but the one that he is focused on most right now
is “to have a recognizable body of work.”
There are also no heavy concepts at play, as he
wants to keep it lighthearted and fun.
“I definitely think that art reflects the maker,”
he said, while stating that he’s worked in the
studio seven days a week for three years. In this
time, he’s been experimenting with different
glazes and making his own, preferring the satinmatte effect.
This project started about two years ago, and
it has given him the opportunity to slow down
and consider the joy and happiness working with
ceramics gives him. He’s willing to share this
with others through both look and functionality,
including through elevating mundane tasks such
as eating and drinking.
He typically avoids giving his pieces specific
names in order to make them more approachable
to customers.
More of Lipe’s work can be seen on his website,
brandonlipeceramics.com, and on his Instagram
under b.lipe_ceramics.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow
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Out Now
Zappo Productions

Bruce Hornsby
“Absolute Zero”

This past year, I’ve had the pleasure
of diving into the work of pianist and
singer-songwriter Bruce Hornsby, so his
latest album, “Absolute Zero,” comes as a
wonderfully-timed surprise. Whether you
recognize Hornsby from his thoughtful
‘86 pop-hit, “The Way It Is,” or as a touring
keyboardist with The Grateful Dead from
the late ‘80s to mid ‘90s, his musicianship
is nothing less than jaw-dropping.
“Absolute Zero” shows off Hornsby’s
knack for inventive, intuitive and
intelligent music in a time where you think
you’ve heard it all.
His collaborations with modern artists
Justin Vernon (Bon Iver), Rob Moose
(yMusic) and famed jazz drummer Jack
DeJohnette add just enough variety to the
album, the effort melding progressive rock,
jazz, funk, and touches of indie acoustic
softness without it feeling too alien to

other works in Hornsby’s discography.
The LP’s lyrics include scattered poetry
about time and science’s interactions
with people. The title track especially
captures glimpses of the future of
humanity through new possibilities
like AI and cryogenics, with lyrics like
“Memory, identity, on another self-plane,
and you will be sustained (With cryopreservatives).”
It seems like much of “Absolute Zero”
ponders the great beyond as Hornsby
approaches his later years, but his attitude
about it is far from solemn. Between
playful lyrics like, “There’s a house
somewhere, someday where big dreams
come alive/Where I will fly to planets if
I ever learn to drive” on “Never In This
House,” and the funky riffs that guide
us through humanity’s achievements on
“Voyager One,” Hornsby still has the same

grandiose energy his music has always
had.
Perhaps my favorite track is “The
Blinding Light of Dreams” because of
the discussion of dreams and the divisive
fear that lies between America’s past
and progression for our future. It reads:
“There’s more to safety than dangers you
can see/I’ll look out for you if you look out
for me/Fear is the root of our family tree.”
The balance between scientific
sentiments and intimate feelings
highlights “Absolute Zero,” as Hornsby
continues to flex his musical mind.
Standout tracks: “The Blinding Light of
Dreams feat. yMusic” & “Voyager.”
9/10
Livia Homerski | @edinboronow

Out Now
WM New Zealand

Theia

“Not Your Princess”
Theia, real name Em-Haley Walker,
is an artist from New Zealand. She first
released music in 2015, with the newest
collection being her EP, “Not Your
Princess.”
The EP features six songs with three of
them being released prior, as they earned
1.2 million streams on Spotify, according
to her website.
Her sound is a mixture of Halsey
and Lorde, but with more electro-pop.
Comparisons to Lana Del Rey and
MARINA’s “Electra Heart” could be made,
but Theia doesn’t have as powerful and
soulful vocals.
“Not Your Princess,” the namesake of
the album, is a not-so-subtle girl-power
anthem with lyrics like, “I am not your
princess/Stay out of my business” and “You
won’t, you won’t, you won’t, you won’t
shame me.” The sound here is similar to a

lot of pop today, though the focus on the
beat in the background during the slower
parts of the track is a nice break from the
vocals, giving you time to just jam.
“Honest” is more chilled out and
mellow, featuring the instrumentals
more than the vocals. The music is a
combination of different sounds like
clapping and synth scales, which remind
you of soft club music.
“Candy” is one of the faster-paced
songs and is more dance music, or “pump
up” music. A group of girls shout, “We
don’t want to be like you” throughout the
track. The opening lyrics of “I’m a killer
queen/I do my own thing” is reminiscent
of 5 Seconds of Summer’s cover of “Killer
Queen.”
“Bad Idea” is the song that sounds the
most like what’s playing on pop stations
today. Slower vocals fade into faster parts

of the song, acting as a barrier between
lyrics and giving you time to process what
was just sung.
This EP is a small step away from the
sound on her first collection, “Roam.” That
featured the songs “Roam,” “Champagne
Supernova” and “Treat You.” They’re
certainly slower songs than her latest
work. The vocals are pretty much the same
across both EPs, but the music has become
faster and more electronic.
Theia’s “Not Your Princess” is a feminist
electro-pop album that pumps you up, but
it’s not all that different than songs that are
already being played on the radio.
Standout tracks: “Not Your Princess”
& “Candy.”
7/10
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

ʻPrismʼ opera expresses psychological
effects of sexual assault, wins Pulitzer
Los Angeles Times

By Rhiannon Pushchak
Contributing Writer

Of all the albums I’ve heard in my lifetime, and out of all the records that have moved me in the
most beautiful and most painful ways, Steven Wilson’s third studio album, “The Raven That Refused
to Sing (And Other Stories),” is at the top of the list.
It was February of 2013, and I was suffering through a freshman year of hell, or what most people
would call high school. Needless to say, school was the least of my worries at this point in my life; I
was dealing with various other traumatic experiences at that time. I was in one of the darkest, lowest
points in my life, and Wilson’s “Raven” spoke volumes to me. It was a revelation. I was not alone in my
pain.
Steven Wilson was always extremely important to me, and he is definitely one of the most prolific
musicians I’ve ever had the pleasure to have float through my ears. Wilson (a very humble and downto-earth person, and possibly the most human person I have ever met) is what I would consider an
artist who speaks the truth, and nothing but the truth, no matter how dark or painful it is. Although
he’s said to have never experienced depression himself, he feels as though it’s an extremely painful
disease that needs to be taken seriously.
The surreal songs on the album are “ghost stories” of sorts; each telling a deep story about a person
with pent-up regret or pain. Each song on the album, some of which clocking in at over ten minutes
long, are so theatrical and so beautiful. Just saying how beautiful it is doesn’t do it justice; it is an
experience all its own to hear the record in the dark, and as loud as you can handle it. Moreover, the
songs are hauntingly relatable, such as “The Watchmaker,” “The Pin Drop,” and “Drive Home,” dealing
with subjects such as isolation, despair, and death.
I was lucky enough to have met Steven Wilson at one of his shows last November. I thanked him
for what he has done for his followers who are suffering. The man hadn’t seen me before in his life, but
spoke to me with such sincerity and softness. The tears in my eyes were still fresh from the show I had
just witnessed.
The encore was the closing title track from “Raven,” the song that speaks to me the loudest. I cannot
make it through the album without shedding a few tears. This song tells the tale of a man who has
lost his sister at a young age, and is visited by what could be her soul reincarnated as a raven. I felt as
though I was both the raven and the man; I was afraid to open my mouth because of the trauma I had
experienced. The fourth verse of the song is exactly how I felt at that time in my life:
“But just because I’m weak,
You can steal my dreams.
You can reach inside my head,
And you can put your song there instead.
Please, come to me.
Please, stay with me.”
I may be broken now, but I can still grow from this experience. This album helped me see that I am
not my disorders or my fears. I am alive. I am here. I can “sing.”
Rhiannon Pushchak | @edinboronow
Graphic: Jalil Robinson

Ellen Reid, the Los Angeles composer whose debut opera centered on a young woman’s agonizing
struggle with the psychological effects of sexual assault, has won the Pulitzer Prize for music.
Reid’s opera, “prism,” premiered in November as part of Los Angeles Opera’s Off Grand series for
experimental works. Times critic Mark Swed hailed the piece as brilliant, writing that Reid, who was
35 at the time, is “a maker of wonder, mystery, suspense, fear and glory. Notes slide into one another
as if guided by a secret force. Melodies are endless and inventively transformed, the atmospheric
pressure ever changing.”
Reid, who splits her time between L.A. and New York, has seen her star rise quickly.
The premiere of “prism” made her the first composer to be commissioned by Los Angeles’ four
major classical music institutions: the Los Angeles Philharmonic, L.A. Master Chorale, Los Angeles
Chamber Orchestra and L.A. Opera.

Aretha Franklin in the new documentary, ‘Amazing Grace,’ released April 5.

Photo: TNS

Aretha Franklin awarded Pulitzer prize citation
By Randy Lewis

Los Angeles Times
Aretha Franklin received a posthumous
special citation from the Pulitzer Prize
committee on Monday, placing the soul titan
in a prestigious class of musicians previously
recognized, including Duke Ellington, George
Gershwin, Hank Williams, John Coltrane,
Thelonious Monk and Bob Dylan.
Franklin, who died in August at age 76, was
recognized “for her indelible contribution to
American music and culture for more than five
decades.”
Franklin’s recognition coincides with the
nationwide rollout of “Amazing Grace,” the
long-shelved film document of her 1972
recording session that yielded the bestselling
gospel album of all time. The film is scheduled
to screen in 1,000 theaters nationally over
Easter weekend.
This year’s music recipient of the Pulitzer is
composer Ellen Reid for “prism,” an operatic

work exploring the trauma of sexual assault that
received its world premiere in November by the
Los Angeles Opera. Times music critic Mark
Swed lauded it as “ineffably moving.”
Special citations have been awarded 45
times since the Pulitzers began in 1918,
with Franklin’s award coming as the 15th
presented to a musician. Many have been
awarded posthumously, as in the case of
ragtime composer Scott Joplin, recognized
in 1976 during the nation’s bicentennial;
composer Gershwin in 1998; jazz composer
and bandleader Ellington the following year;
jazz saxophonist Coltrane in 2007 and country
music giant Williams in 2010. Dylan was given
his Pulitzer special citation in 2008.
Among other Pulitzer Prizes for journalism
and the arts announced Monday, the
Los Angeles Times won the Investigative
Reporting award for a series of articles on a
USC gynecologist who was accused of sexual
misconduct with young patients over more than
a quarter-century.
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‘Killing Eve’ Season 2 review: a new spin
By Verne Gay
Newsday

Photo: Disney/Lucasfilm/TNS
Daisy Ridley, Oscar Isaac and John Boyega return for ‘Star Wars Episode IX: The Rise of Skywalker.’

‘Rise of Skywalker’ footage debuts
By Jen Yamato

Los Angeles Times
After eight films, the Skywalker
saga will come to a close this
December. And now the much
anticipated upcoming “Star Wars”
release has an official title: “Star
Wars Episode IX: The Rise of
Skywalker.”
Friday morning at the Star
Wars Celebration fan convention
in Chicago, Disney unveiled the
new teaser for the ninth film in
the franchise set a long time ago in
a galaxy far, far away that will hit
theaters Dec. 19.
Directed by “The Force Awakens”
helmer J.J. Abrams, “The Rise
of Skywalker” picks up after the
events of the Rian Johnson-directed
“The Last Jedi,” which saw the
emotional death of Jedi master
Luke Skywalker and left the tenuous
alliance between Rey and Kylo at an
impasse, the balance in the Force
decidedly shaken up.
“Episode IX” will pick up
sometime after the events of “The
Last Jedi,” teased Abrams during
the film’s Celebration panel. “This
movie is about this new generation
and what they’ve inherited, the
light and the dark, and asking the
question as they face this evil, are
they prepared? Are they ready?”
Producer and Lucasfilm head
Kathleen Kennedy echoed archival
footage of George Lucas describing
his vision of the “Star Wars” saga as
a trilogy of trilogies, a series of three
three-act plays.
Thousands of fans packed into the
Wintrust Arena for the anticipated

panel event, some holding up
glowing lightsabers. The entire
arena erupted as the first of many
first-look images flashed on the
jumbotron, featuring the reunited
“Force Awakens” and “Last Jedi”
squad of Rey, Finn, Poe, Chewbacca,
C3P0 and BB-8.
Among those joining the panel
were continuing franchise cast
members Daisy Ridley, John
Boyega, Oscar Isaac, Kelly Marie
Tran, Joonas Suotamo and Anthony
Daniels. (Adam Driver, Domhnall
Gleeson, Lupita Nyong’o and Mark
Hamill were among the “Episode
IX” cast who couldn’t make it to
Chicago.)
The arena exploded in loud
cheers at every glimpse and mention
of the late Carrie Fisher, who will
appear posthumously in “Episode
IX.”
“We all talked about how to move
on,” said Abrams. “She was the best.
She was glorious. She was amazing.
We all just loved her. ... It was
impossible. There was no way. You
don’t recast that part and you don’t
suddenly have her disappear.”
“Episode IX” will feature the
late Fisher using previously filmed
footage, including scenes opposite
her real-life daughter, Billie Lourd.
Abrams described the discovery
that the footage could be used to
continue Leia’s story: “What if we
could actually write scenes around
her?”
The result will be not a CG Leia,
but Fisher herself onscreen in her
iconic role. “Princess Leia lives in
this film in a way that is kind of

mind-blowing to me,” said Abrams.
Celebration attendees leapt to
their feet to greet returning “Star
Wars” icon Billy Dee Williams with
a standing ovation. Williams, who
last appeared in the franchise as
Lando Calrissian in 1983’s “Return
of the Jedi,” will return to the galaxy
as Calrissian in “Episode IX.”
“How did I find Lando again?”
he cooed as a peek at Calrissian
in “Episode IX” flashed onscreen.
“Lando never left me.”
The Celebration crowd got special
sneak peeks at character images,
new creatures and stills from the
film, including shots of Finn, Poe,
Rey, Rose, newcomer Jannah and
Chewbacca.
Naomi Ackie plays Jannah, who
may or may not be the daughter
of Lando. “Listen, Lando is a very
charming man,” she quipped. “He
could have children all over this
universe.”
But it appears Lando is not the
only character from the original
trilogy making his return in “The
Rise of Skywalker.”
Familiar laughter was heard as
the teaser faded to black to reveal
the film’s title, which seemed to
tease the return of a classic villain.
Then, after the footage was over, Ian
McDiarmid himself took the stage
to confirm with his presence that
yes, Emperor Palpatine will be back
in some form for “Episode IX.”
Abrams is also co-writer with
Chris Terrio on the film that
Abrams produced for his Bad Robot
banner with Lucasfilm’s Kennedy
and Michelle Rejwan.

WHAT IT’S ABOUT: By the close of
the first season, MI5 agent Eve Polastri
(Sandra Oh) had been fired by Carolyn
Martens (Fiona Shaw) from her off-thebooks secret group formed to catch just
one brutal assassin. But Eve had also finally
cornered that assassin, Villanelle (Jodie
Comer) in her Paris apartment. “God,
I’m tired,” Eve said while lying down on
Villanelle’s bed. When Villanelle lay next
to her, Eve turned to stab her. Cut to ...
the new season. Carolyn still needs Eve,
who needs to sort out in her own head
exactly what happened back in Paris. Was
it madness? Or was it love? Or does she
just need a new set of expensive windows
in her London flat? Meanwhile, Villanelle
has escaped once again. She also has to
sort through feelings, unexpected ones for
someone like her.
MY SAY: There was never any doubt
that BBC America would order a second
season of this sensation and so little doubt
that the second was ordered before the
first even aired. “Eve,” sight still unseen
was considered that hot a property, and
for good reason, or reasons: Oh, Comer,
Shaw and the rest of a superb cast, some
of whom would find their characters in a
pool of blood before all was said and done.
But the second posed certain difficult
challenges that the first had set up,
specifically that closing erotic scene,
sealed by blood and a twist of the knife.
Eve changed in that instance, and so did
Villanelle. The hunter became the assassin,
the obsession turned to madness, as all
obsessions must.
And then ... Eve looked up to see that
Villanelle had disappeared. This second
season picks up exactly 30 seconds after
her vanishing act, but “Killing Eve” has
clearly morphed into something new over
that half-minute span. Not to worry, it’s a
good new, but new nonetheless.
Here’s a hint of what that is. Villanelle

remains Villanelle, or as Eve briskly
condenses her: “She’s flamboyant,
attention-seeking, instinctive, spoiled,
easily bored.” But this season there’s a
touch of vulnerability too. For Villanelle,
the world’s been a stage, her stage, her
victims, but this season, it’s more confined,
cramped. She will have a new handler, a
shorter leash. Eve too remains Eve, but also
vulnerable, and forced to either confront
or reject the wellspring of her obsession,
a deep sexual, romantic and forbidden
longing for just one person.
If Eve and Villanelle were always
destined for one another, then “Killing
Eve” had to figure a way to break them
apart. That’s the counterspin of the second
season, or at least the first two episodes.
Eve is quickly brought back into Carolyn’s
orbit, and her secret MI5 unit, because
another stealthy assassin, also most likely
female, is dispatching victims. Stumbling
around Paris, then England, with a
knife wound, Villanelle is hardly in any
position to do what she does best. Roles,
meanwhile, have been flipped: She must
find Eve now. The hunted has become the
hunter.
There’s an equally important change offscreen. The first season was distinguished
by the acid wit of dazzlingly talented head
writer and showrunner, Phoebe WallerBridge. She’s been replaced by a new head
writer, Emerald Fennell, who also happens
to be a prominent English actress, and
about to become more prominent when
she plays Camilla Parker Bowles in the
third season of “The Crown.” (WallerBridge remains exec producer.)
But either by osmosis or sheer virtuoso
talent, Fennell manages to bring all
the wit and weird, brutal whimsy that
Waller-Bridge brought to this in so much
abundance. “Killing Eve” is still shocking
and still funny, often in the same instance.
BOTTOM LINE: New spin for a new
season, but the black heart of “Killing Eve”
remains intact.

Photo: Nick Wall/BBC America/TNS

Sandra Oh as Eve Polastri in season 2 of ‘Killing Eve.’

An art critic mourns Notre Dame ‘Avengers: Endgame’ ticket
By Christopher Knight
Los Angeles Times

In October 1793, anti-royalist citizens of Paris
stormed the cathedral of Notre Dame, grabbing
ropes and pulling down stone sculptures from the
monumental facade.
The mob mistook the royally garbed biblical kings
of Judah for ancestors of the French monarchy, and
they had had enough. The Catholic Church held
the power to tax, and the lavish royal court had
drained the treasury, bankrupting the nation. A
long-gathering fury suddenly focused on the corrupt
union of church and state.
The guillotine was working overtime, severing
the heads of Charlotte Corday, murderer of the
revolutionary journalist and politician Jean-Paul
Marat in his bath, so touchingly recorded in a
painting by Jacques-Louis David, as well as the often
bewildered, Austrian-born queen, Marie-Antoinette.
The Reign of Terror underway, the mob dragged
the heavy stone statues of ancient kings, half a
millennium old, out into the cathedral square and
summarily chopped off their heads.
Early Monday evening, when the cathedral,
shrouded in scaffolding for restoration work, burned
in the greatest cultural tragedy since the intentional
ruin of Palmyra’s Old City at the hands of ISIS, those
events flooded to mind. The cause of the ruinous
inferno is still being diagnosed errant repairs on
the wooden roof are an early guess and the losses,
collectively incalculable, will take time to catalogue
individually.
Some reports indicate that certain works of art
had been removed prior to the fire, although which
ones is unclear. The interior has apparently been
gutted. That means the potential loss of 14th century
carved reliefs by Pierre de Chelle, Jean Ravy and
Jean Le Bouteiller and 17th century paintings by
Antoine Nicolas and Jean Jouvenet, among other
treasures.
The greatest single elements of the celebrated
church, the most famous in France and among the
most famous in the world, are the massive rose
windows, such as the one on the West facade. A
great wheel of light, 33 feet in diameter, it embodies
the early Gothic transformation of important
churches from bulky, Romanesque fortresses erected
against a brutish outside world into luminous,
resplendent temples that anchored a newly
urbanizing Europe.
France was Europe’s most populous nation when
work on the structure began in 1163, and Paris was
its most crowded city. Just outside of town, about
eight miles away in what is today a suburb, a smart
and ambitious cleric had set about the epic task of
forging an alliance, both practical and spiritual,
between the church and the monarchy.

Abbot Suger would represent the new union
in stone and glass. He brushed aside the old way
of building for the radically innovative design of
the royal Abbey of St.-Denis shrine of the Apostle
of France, memorial to Charlemagne and burial
place of his father, Pepin, first of the Carolingians
to become king. Light, filtered through dazzling
colored glass and pouring into interior spaces,
and lightness, made possible by interior ribbed
vaults and exterior buttresses that allow for less
bulky masonry walls, functioned as material
manifestations of symbolic principles.
Suger called it a Dionysian theology, based on the
writings of a 5th century writer enamored of a Greek
theologian then thought to have been a disciple of
St. Paul. The Abbey would encompass a mystical
revelation of the spirit of God embedded within a
precinct of ancient French monarchy.
Within a generation, the relatively modest design
was on its way to becoming the template for the
great Gothic churches of France for Chartres,
Rouen, Reims, Amiens and more. Among them,
the nearby Notre Dame de Paris was special.
Architecturally not the most profoundly beautiful
nor commanding, it was nonetheless destined to be
the greater symbol. The church and its resplendent
window resided on a small island in the river
flowing through the burgeoning city’s heart.
Everyone will have a story of the first time
they saw it. Mine happened in January 1972,
newly arrived with a small group of students to
study 18th and 19th century French art history
in an independent program set up between Cite
Internationale Universitaire and the Ecole du
Louvre. Jet lagged yet excited, we would not be
able to simply rest for the night at a local hostel.
There was only one thing to do. A group of us went
straight to Notre Dame and stayed to watch the
sunrise.
It’s a small thing, but a big thing too. Monuments
are like that.
When revolutionaries scarred the building in
1793, the gash simply added to the prominence. The
church was rechristened the Temple of Reason, a
name that could not last (and didn’t). Almost 200
years later, in the spring of 1977, the severed heads
of more than a score of the fallen stone sculptures,
together with hundreds of fragments from another
three dozen statues, were discovered buried inside
a garden wall of a mansion not far from the opera.
The rubble of Notre Dame had been sold off to
contractors as building material.
Eventually, replicas of the kings of Judah were
carved and put back in the originals’ place, and later
the rediscovered heads were installed in the Cluny
Museum. What will become of the rubble of Notre
Dame now is impossible to say. This time, there is
just too much of it.

scramble crashes websites

Photo: Walt Disney Pictures/TNS

Robert Downey Jr. in a screenshot from the trailer for ‘Avengers: Endgame.’

By Nardine Saad
Los Angeles Times

Still weeks away from
opening, “Avengers:
Endgame” is already
doing some damage.
The highly anticipated
Marvel film, which is
expected to seal the fate
of the original Marvel
Cinematic Universe
heroes, kicked off
advance ticket sales on
Tuesday by breaking
records and slowing
down websites.
Atom and Fandango,
which were featured as
the points of purchase
for the tickets, had highs
and lows to contend
with. Atom reported
that in the first hour, the
Marvel film had out-sold
last year’s “Avengers:
Infinity War” threefold
and outpaced the site’s
first-hour sales for “Star
Wars: The Last Jedi,”
according to Deadline.
But by the time this
reporter attempted to
secure tickets, Atom’s
website yielded a 504

time-out error.
Fandango had its own
issues, too. Several users
reported the site and app
crashed, being kicked
off the page or receiving
estimated hourlong wait
times. Our attempt to
purchase tickets through
the desktop website was
met with a paused online
queue that lasted more
than 40 minutes.
Still, there were those
who succeeded and some
fans celebrated, and
chided, their purchases
on Twitter.
The on-sale
announcement was
made Tuesday in a new
teaser for the adventure
flick, which features
Earth’s mightiest heroes
gearing up to take down
the universe-snapping
Thanos (Josh Brolin),
who had been absent
from the previous trailer.
There’s another peek
at Captain Marvel (Brie
Larson) assembling the
team in a spacecraft
and pangs of emotion
when Iron Man (Robert

Downey Jr.) reunites
with his beloved Pepper
Potts (Gwyneth Paltrow)
and later glimpses a
photo of his missing
mentee, Spider-Man
(Tom Holland). He and
Captain America (Chris
Evans), though shorthanded, also make nice.
Marvel Studios also
revealed exclusive new
character posters for
IMAX, and the type of
cameras that directors
Anthony and Joe
Russo used to film the
movie. Artist BossLogic
collaborated with the
studio to make a poster
that accompanied Atom
ticket sales.
Disney announced
Tuesday that 11 theaters
in the U.S. will hold
the Marvel Studios’
22-Movie Marathon on
April 23. The marathon
will feature every film in
the MCU, culminating
with “Endgame,” on
April 25.
“Avengers: Endgame”
officially opens on April
26.
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Across
1 Ancient gathering place
5 Warm place to chill
11 “Waterfalls” pop trio
14 Medical breakthrough
15 Revolt
16 “That looks good!”
17 Dict. label
18 Not as nice
19 Sine __ non
20 Impressive vocal quality
22 Spew
24 Have a feeling
25 Reason for a warm eye
compress
26 Race town near Windsor Castle
29 Information to process
32 “Sounds fair”

33 Berth place
36 Greek cross
37 ChapStick target
38 Partners of tails ... and what’s
found in the answers to starred clues
39 Doctrine suffix
40 The Stratford, in TV’s
“Newhart”
41 Pupil surrounder
42 Frost lines?
43 Flatters
45 Masculine
46 Cheats, with “off ”
47 “__ always makes it better”:
Anne Burrell
50 Throat dangler
52 Aboveboard
56 Solder component
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57 Caviar source
59 Morsel on a shellfish platter
60 Anti-apartheid org.
61 Landfall for Noah
62 Word before and after sweet
63 Part of a snarky laugh
64 Approvals
65 Terminal info
Down
1 Emotional trauma consequence
2 Skin cream holder
3 Poetic spheres
4 Spray starch dispenser
5 Likely to err, eventually?
6 Hits theaters
7 Vestige
8 Spork prong

9 Finish, with “up”
10 *Italian pistols
11 *A skeptic’s wont
12 __-garou: werewolf
13 Facebook option
21 Safety feature at a trapeze
school
23 Scandinavian rug
25 Seasonal visitor
26 Stage surprise
27 River with 37 bridges in Paris
28 *Quaker Oats cereal with a
naval officer on the box
29 Retro phone part
30 Conference room stand
31 Tot’s ache source
33 Social customs
34 Imitates

By Nancy Black

Tribune Content Agency
Today’s Birthday (04/18/19). Pursue passion,
curiosities and long-distance connections
this year. Action and excellence advance your
career. New domestic beginnings this summer
set the stage for a career reorientation. By next
winter, your professional status flowers, leading
to a relocation or home renovation. What
you’re learning pays off.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating:
10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is an
8 — Discover a structural breakdown with your
partner. Consider long-term dreams and goals.
Come up with areas of shared commitment and
passion. Refine your collaboration.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is a 9
— Something you try now doesn’t work. Don’t
make assumptions. Get expert assistance. Slow
down around chaos or change. Give yourself
time to adjust to new circumstances.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is a 7 —
Proceed with caution. Things could get chaotic.
Prioritize matters of the heart. Consider what
you most want. How can you create more of
that?
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is a
6 — Adjust to a shifting domestic situation.
Structural breakdowns require attention. Make
necessary repairs and upgrades. Save time and
money through quick planning and action.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is a 7 —
Listen to the news. Adapt to plot twists and a
shifting story. Gather information, and prepare
your response. Consider the situation from

35 Letter before sigma
38 *The Sunshine Skyway Bridge
spans it
42 Grand style
44 Safflower __
45 Cut grass
47 Gets fuzzy
48 Diet for some aquarium fish
49 Paint layers
50 Arches National Park state
51 Hollywood crosser
52 “Oh dear!”
53 Ink smudge
54 Revered Tibetan
55 Farm females
58 “Blood hath been shed __
now”: Macbeth

another perspective.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is an
8 — Consider upcoming changes and financial
impacts. Don’t rush into anything. Slow and
easy does it. Discover the silver lining under a
cloud. Strategize to maximize it.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is a 7 —
Reconsider a personal dream, goal or ambition.
Unmet expectations or thwarted intentions
could disappoint and frustrate. Reassess
options to discover a new door.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is a
6 — Rest and recharge. Review the past and
consider future plans. Restore your energy with
hot water and soft music. Enjoy a great movie
or story.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is
an 8 — A team effort requires your attention.
Adapt to recent changes. Get expert advice.
Take on extra responsibility temporarily.
Support each other and pull together.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is a
7 — A disruption at work could reveal another
career direction. Consider the fun factor
among others in sifting your options. Review,
reassess and revise plans.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a
7 — Slow down and consider where you’re
going. Does this direction still take you to your
objective? At a roadblock, another way might
look brighter.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is a
7 — Listen to advice from elders and experts.
Review your situation, and determine your
direction. Take stock, and reassess your shared
assets. Contribute for growth.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Women’s Lacrosse
vs. Shippensburg University

“A Night of One Acts”

4/18, 4/19 | 7:30 p.m.
Diebold Performing Arts Center
Edinboro University

4/20 | 11 a.m.
Edinboro University

EU Planetarium Presents:
“Apollo Remembered”

Softball
vs. Point Park University

Nerf War

Art Therapy Open Studio

4/23 | 7 p.m.
Cooper Hall Planetarium
Edinboro University

4/23 | 3 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium
Edinboro University

4/25 | 3 p.m.
Butterfield Room 200
Edinboro University

4/24 | 3:30 p.m.
Academic Success Center
Edinboro University

In The Community
Erie Seawolves
vs. Binghamton Rumble Ponies

Art Talk: “Art that Shocked the World”

Smith Creative Writing Series:
Deb Olin Unferth

“Street Scene” (1931)

4/19 | 6 p.m.
Erie Art Museum
Erie

4/20 | 1:30 p.m.
UPMC Park
Erie

4/19 | 8 p.m.
Erie Movie House
Erie

4/18 | 6 p.m.
Penn State Behrend | Smith Chapel
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’
2019
April 18 & 20
7 p.m. | 12:55 p.m.
Cinemark Tinseltown

SHOWTIMES:
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Parsons breaks school record, Weﬁng earns NCAA mark

Photo: Matt Durisko/EU Sports Information

Corey Wefing competes at the 2017-2018 PSAC Outdoor Track and Field Championships on May 5, 2018. Wefing was
named the PSAC Men’s Outdoor Track and Field Track Athlete of the Week after earning an NCAA provisional time.

By Bob Shreve & Chris Slack
EU Sports Information

LEWISBURG — With sophomore standout Stefanie
Parsons leading the way, six members of the Edinboro
women’s track and field team competed in the Bison Outdoor
Classic hosted by Bucknell University on Saturday and
Sunday. The Fighting Scots turned in strong showings while
facing a field dominated by Division I programs and top
Division II and III competitors.
For Parsons, she broke her own school record while
competing in the 1,500-meter Run Invitational, shaving
almost 2 seconds off her previous record while posting a

time of 4 minutes, 25.91 seconds. Not only is it an NCAA
provisional time, it is the seventh-best time in Division II to
date. She would finish 12th in the event. Nine of the runners
ahead of her were Division I competitors.
Hope Pietrocarlo posted a qualifying mark for the first
time in the 5,000-meter run with a time of 17:28.25. The
cross country All-American finished 32nd in the 5,000-meter
run Invite.
In addition, Abbey Peters has now qualified for the PSAC
Championships in the 800-meter run after finishing with a
time of 2:22.47.
Wefing leads the men at Bison Outdoor Classic
Six members of the Edinboro men’s track and field team

competed in the Bison Outdoor Classic. With Corey Wefing
leading the way, the Fighting Scots turned in strong showings
while facing a field dominated by Division I programs and
top Division II and III competitors.
Wefing turned in the top performance for the Fighting
Scots as he posted an NCAA provisional time while
competing in the 1,500-meter Run Invitational. The senior’s
time of 3:46.84 is the ninth-best time in Division II this year.
He would finish 11th in the event, with eight of the runners
ahead of him from Division I programs.
The men’s team picked up three first-time PSAC qualifiers.
Jared Hallow, in his debut 10,000-meter run, recorded a
PSAC-qualifying time of 30:51.52 in the 10,000-meter Run
Invitational.
Early Sunday afternoon, Brendan Oswalt and Eduardo
Tapia qualified for PSACs in the 800-meter run with times of
1:55.67 and 1:57.58, respectively.
Colton Cassel had the highest finish in an event, coming
in eighth in the 5,000-meter Run Unseeded. He had a time of
14:58.80.
Scots sweep outdoor track weekly honors
LOCK HAVEN — Edinboro University sophomore
Stefanie Parsons (Acton, Ontario/Christ the King) has been
named the PSAC Women’s Outdoor Track and Field Track
Athlete of the Week for the period ending April 14. This
marks the second time this outdoor season that Parsons has
received the award.
Parsons had a strong showing against Division I, II, and III
competitors in the 1,500-meter Run Invitational at the Bison
Outdoor Classic this past Saturday. The sophomore posted
a time of 4:25.91 in the event. That was good for 12th in the
event, with nine of the finishers in front of her being Division
I competitors.
She nearly shaved two seconds off her personal record in
the event and also broke her own school record.
Her time is the event is an NCAA provisional time and
ranks seventh in Division II this season.
Edinboro University senior Corey Wefing (Maple Springs,
New York/Maple Grove) has been named the PSAC Men’s
Outdoor Track and Field Track Athlete of the Week for
the period ending April 14. This marks the first time this
outdoor season that Wefing has received this award.
The senior competed against Division I and top Division
II and III athletes at the Bison Outdoor Classic this
past Saturday. Wefing was one of 62 competitors in the
1,500-meter Run Invitational, where he paced to an NCAA
Provisional time of 3:46.84.
He finished 11th overall, with just eight runners ahead
of him from Division I programs. Wefing was also just four
one-hundredths of a second shy of breaking her personal best
in the event.
His time ranks 11th in Division II and first in the Atlantic
Region.

Menʼs tennis remains undefeated Womenʼs tennis earns win over Golden Eagles
with pair of wins across the state
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
BLOOMSBURG — The Edinboro men’s
tennis team picked up a pair of wins over
Kutztown and Bloomsburg as the Fighting
Scots remained perfect in PSAC action.
The match with Bloomsburg was originally
scheduled for Friday but was postponed until
Saturday due to inclement weather. Edinboro
picked up a 7-0 sweep over Kutztown in the
morning before returning to the courts for a
6-1 victory over the Huskies.
Edinboro improves to 14-4 and 4-0 in
the PSAC with the wins. They will return
home for a showdown with Mercyhurst
on Saturday when the two teams will face
off for first place in the PSAC with the
winner earning the top seed in the PSAC
Tournament.
The Senior Day match with the Lakers gets
underway at noon.
Edinboro 7, Kutztown 0
The Fighting Scots started off with
claiming the doubles point with wins at
number two and three doubles before
sweeping through singles for the 7-0 shutout
over Golden Bears.

Mateus Santos and Tommy Hsu picked up
the 6-3 win at number two with Mauricio
Santos and Nils Plutat winning 6-0.
In singles, Edinboro picked up where
they left off, winning all six singles matches.
Mateus Santos won his first set before
dropping his second to force a match
tiebreak. Santos would come away with the
10-8 match tiebreak win.
Mauricio Santos, Plutat, Hsu, Kevin
Mboko and Thomas McCoy all picked up
straight set wins over Kutztown.
Edinboro 6, Bloomsburg 1
With just a short break in between
matches, the Fighting Scots picked up a 6-1
win over the host Huskies.
Mateus Santos and Hsu picked up a
quick 6-1 win at number two doubles while
Mauricio Santos and Plutat won theirs next
with a 6-2 victory, giving the Fighting Scots
the doubles point.
Edinboro picked up wins at numbers two
through six singles with Mauricio Santos,
Hsu, Mboko and Julius Schulte all picking
up straight-set wins over Bloomsburg. Plutat
dropped his first set before winning the
second and then the match tiebreak.

Photo: Thomas Wehner/EU Sports Info

Jelena Vucenovic returns during a match
at Edinboro’s home outdoor courts.

By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
CLARION — The Edinboro women’s tennis
team was able to avenge an early season loss
to Clarion as the Fighting Scots picked up

a 5-2 win over the Golden Eagles. Edinboro
won the doubles point for the first time this
season to give them the lead before sealing it
by winning four of the six singles matches. The
Fighting Scots improve to 2-15 overall and 2-1
in the PSAC while the Golden Eagles fall to 1-8
overall and 1-3 in the PSAC.
It was a little bit closer this time at number
one doubles, but Tatiana Batalla Trabal and
Jelena Vucenovic won a 6-4 matchup at the
top doubles spot over Alivia Arnold and
Vinisha Reddy. After dropping a 6-4 decision
in the first meeting this year, Laura Lopez and
Hannah Brentar didn’t allow a game, shutting
out Michelle Petrilla and Katie Benson, 6-0
to help Edinboro claim the doubles point and
the important 1-0 lead heading into singles.
Clarion won by forfeit at number three doubles.
Picking up where they left off, Batalla Trabal
and Vucenovic picked up identical 6-0, 6-0
wins over Reddy and Petrilla, respectively. It
matched the same scores from the first meeting
this year. Lopez clinched the second PSAC win
on the season with a 6-4, 6-0 win over Arnold
at the top of the lineup. In her second reversal
of the day, Brentar downed Germanoski, 6-4,
6-3. In the first matchup, Germanoski won 6-4,
6-4 over the Fighting Scot.
Edinboro returned to the court six days later
when they traveled to Indiana on Tuesday.
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Freshman sets PR at Westminster
By Chris Slack

EU Sports Information
NEW WILMINGTON — Kendra Rice met the PSAC
qualifying standards in the shot put with a career throw at
the Westminster Invitational on Saturday. The invitational
consisted of competitors from all three NCAA divisions, as well
as NAIA and JUCO institutions.
The freshman bested her previous throw by one onehundredth of a meter, finishing third in the shot put with a
qualifying throw of 12.01 meters (39 feet, 5 inches).
Alicia Fritz also had a strong performance in the javelin. In a
field of 31 competitors, she finished runner-up with a throw of
35.16 meters (115-4).
Savannah Wheeler posted two top-11 finishes in her field
events. Her throw in the shot put went 10.87 meters (35-8)
for 10th, while she came in 11th in the discus (32.67 meters,
107-2).
In the 1,500-meter run, Brooke Messinger paced to a time of
5 minutes, 06.49 seconds for 11th.
The Fighting Scots next compete at the SRU Open on
Thursday.

Victoria Allocco prepares to swing during a game against California on April 3.

Photo: Grace Montgomery

First-place Grifﬁns take down Scots at ʻBoro
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

In a week full of weather-induced game changes, the only
doubleheader played as scheduled resulted in a pair of losses for
Edinboro when first-place Seton Hill rolled into town Saturday.
The Fighting Scots couldn’t complete a last-inning comeback in
game one, falling 4-2.
The Griffins threatened in every inning of this first contest, but
didn’t start the scoring until the top of the second frame. With a
runner on second, Morgan Toal doubled to left field to give Seton
Hill a 1-0 lead. Edinboro starter Carley Nasca was then able to
escape the inning by retiring the next three batters.
Chelsea Rohan reached first base in the third inning for the
Griffins, moving to third thanks to a sacrifice bunt and a ground
ball out from her teammates. Nasca then hit Nichole McClendon
to put runners on the corners, and Alexis Vargas tripled to give
Seton Hill a 3-0 lead.
The Griffins added another run in the fourth inning, forcing
Edinboro head coach Dan Gierlak to bring Amanda Metz in to
pitch. She earned a strikeout and induced a ground out to strand a
pair of runners. She would keep the Griffins offense quiet to finish
the game.
Edinboro didn’t earn their first base runner against Seton Hill
starter Devyn Terry until the bottom of the fourth, when Danna
Heh was hit by a pitch. Toal would then throw her out trying to
steal second base and the rest of the Fighting Scots went down in
order.
Victoria Allocco helped Edinboro to their first runs in the
bottom of the seventh with a two-run home run, getting the Scots
offense started with one out.
“I was looking all outside [because] she was pitching all outside
today,” Allocco said of the at-bat. “I was just looking for a pitch to
hit over the plate and [to] just drive it the other way [to] score a
run.”
Shannon Gilbert followed with a base hit to left. Courtney Allen
came on to pinch run with Edinboro down 4-2, but was picked off
by the catcher for the second out. A strikeout sealed Edinboro’s
fate in the loss.
“I think we’ve learned a lot, that we’re never down enough and
you’re never up enough,” Edinboro Head Softball Coach Dan
Gierlak said. “We can score runs in bunches when we swing it, and
we didn’t swing it very well today.”
Nasca took the loss, bringing her record to 10-6 for the season.
Seton Hill then benefited from poor Edinboro defense in game
two to sweep the Fighting Scots with a 7-1 victory.
“We gave them too many opportunities...and against good
teams you can’t give them extra outs,” Gierlak said of game two.
“We just didn’t play with the sense of urgency today.”
Metz started game two for the Fighting Scots and was perfect
through the first two innings. She gave up a base hit to lead off the

third inning, but Seton Hill wouldn’t get on the board until the
fourth.
Christiana Skrabak hit a solo home run with one out in the top
of the fourth, spurring Seton Hill’s offense into motion. Rohan
followed with a single, moving to second base when Vargas was hit
by a pitch.
McClendon attempted to sacrifice bunt them over, but popped
up to Metz for the second out instead. Megan Miller then singled
to score Rohan before Metz could earn a strikeout to get out of the
inning.
Seton Hill starter Skyla Greco was perfect into the fourth
inning, when Heather Barrett broke up the perfect game with
a base hit. With two outs, Shannon Gilbert reached base when
Vargas failed to get the force out at second. Allocco then doubled
to bring in Edinboro’s lone run of the game.
Greco surrendered just two more hits through the final three
innings. She improved her record to 9-6 with the win.
Nasca came on to relieve Metz in the top of the fifth inning,
but a trio of errors gave Seton Hill another four runs. Ashley
Boehm led off with a hard ground ball that tipped off the bottom
of Allocco’s glove and into left field. Brooke Bower then reached
base when her grounder bounced off the wrist of Brittany Allen at
shortstop.
Jenna Osikowicz laid down a bunt intended to sacrifice the
runners over, but placed the bunt well enough to successfully
reach first herself, loading the bases with no outs. Nasca started
the Seton Hill scoring by hitting the next batter, increasing their
lead to 3-1.
Another fielding error cleared the bases, boosting the lead to
6-1. Nasca would escape the inning without further damage.
“As a pitcher, that kills you,” Gierlak said of the errors. “That
gave them life. We should’ve been out of the inning, and now we’re
scrambling to get an out.”
In the sixth inning, Boehm led off with a triple. Bower then
singled, putting runners on the corners to begin the inning. Down
by five runs, Edinboro elected to throw out Bower attempting to
steal second base, allowing Boehm to score.
Metz was on the hook for the loss, bringing her record to 3-9 on
the season. Edinboro’s record fell to 13-15 overall and 4-6 in PSAC
West play. They fell to fifth place in the West with the losses.
The Fighting Scots were scheduled to host Mercyhurst Friday,
but weather forecasts forced a postponement to Tuesday. On
Monday, the team announced those games had been postponed
again to Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
“We’re looking for a sweep (against Mercyhurst). And for the
rest of the season, we’re looking for sweeps,” Allocco said. “We
can’t split anymore, but I’m hopeful for the future. I think we’re
going to do good.”
Christopher Rosato Jr. | sports.spectator@gmail.com

EARN CREDITS THAT
TRANSFER TO 500+
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES.
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Trae Smith earned a PSAC mark with a win in javelin.

Junior wins javelin
at Westminster Invite
By Chris Slack

EU Sports Information
NEW WILMINGTON —
Trae Smith won the javelin
throw and was one of three
Edinboro competitors to post
PSAC qualifying marks at
the Westminster Invitational
on Saturday. The invitational
consisted of competitors from
all three NCAA divisions,
as well as NAIA and JUCO
institutions.
The junior won the event
with a PSAC qualifying mark
of 57.53 meters (188 feet, 9
inches). That currently stands
eighth in the Atlantic Region.
In the 5,000-meter run,
Ward Reis paced to fifth
with a qualifying time of 15
minutes, 29.28 seconds. His
time currently ranks 12th in
the region.
The third Fighting Scot
to qualify at the invitational
was Devon Brown. He
competed in the discus,

where he captured seventh
with a career-best throw of
41.62 meters (136-6). The
sophomore was also among
43 competitors in the javelin.
His throw in the event went
44.73 meters (146-9) for
eighth.
Multiple Fighting Scots
finished among the top 15. In
the 5,000-meter run, Danny
Desmond finished at 15:43.82
for seventh, while Eric Alu
crossed the finish line at
16:01.85 for 14th.
Brian Mangiaracina also
had a top-10 finish for the
Scots. He came in seventh in
the 1,500-meter run with a
time of 4:15.07. Jack Lacina
paced to a time of 4:18.27 for
11th.
In the 800-meter run,
Johnny Lang crossed the
finish line at 2:02.60 for 11th.
The Fighting Scots next
compete at the SRU Open on
Thursday.

ACE holds annual Wings for
Wishes contest at Hotel Bar

ENROLL NOW

CCAC.EDU

LEARN MORE AT
AN OPEN HOUSE:
MAY 11, 2019, 10:00 AM–1:00 PM

admissions@ccac.edu
ccac.edu/openhouse

JULY 17, 2019, 3:00 PM–6:00 PM
Photo: Lucas Hershelman

Dr. Tim Thompson competes in the 2019 Wings for Wishes event on April 11. Proceeds
from the first-to-40-wings competition went toward the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
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Islanders break out brooms
against Penguins to advance
By Andrew Gross
Newsday

PITTSBURGH — Sweep.
A regular season of surprising their critics
turned into a true display of Islanders’
resiliency on Tuesday night as they clinically
dispatched a Penguins team still only two years
removed from back-to-back Stanley Cups.
They did it with a 3-1 win in Game 4 at PPG
Paints Arena for their first playoff series sweep
since the 1983 Stanley Cup Final. The Islanders
finished the game two players short, playing
half the game with five defensemen after
Johnny Boychuk was hurt. And they were again
able to overcome a one-goal deficit, this time
the Penguins energizing the crowd of 18,810
with a goal in the opening minute.
But nothing rattled these Islanders – who
spent the regular season debunking the
narrative they would be a lesser team without
John Tavares – as they stuck to their defensive
structure and supported Robin Lehner by
limiting rebounds.
The Islanders, who finished second in
the Metropolitan Division to earn home-ice
advantage in the playoffs for the first time
since 1988, await the winner of the CapitalsHurricanes’ first-round series. The Capitals,
who finished one point ahead of the Islanders
in the division, lead that series, 2-1, with Game
4 at Carolina on Thursday night.
The Islanders’ swift victory in their first
playoff appearance since 2016 – when they
won their first series since 1993 – means NYCB
Live’s Nassau Coliseum is closed for hockey
until next season. The Islanders will play home
games in all subsequent rounds at Barclays
Center.
Lehner, on equal footing with Jordan Eberle
as the series MVP, made 32 saves while the
Penguins’ Matt Murray stopped 23 shots.
The Islanders didn’t clinch this win, and thus
the series, until Josh Bailey’s empty-net goal
with 37.7 seconds remaining.
The Islanders’ on-ice celebration was happy,
but low key. Valtteri Filppula was the first to
hug Lehner and Scott Mayfield gave out highfives.
But the Islanders still have work to do and
now some injury questions.
The Islanders lost Boychuk after he took
defenseman Marcus Pettersson’s slap shot
off his left leg at 6:59 of the second period.
Boychuk hobbled his way through the rest of

the shift before heading to the Islanders’ room
when the whistle finally blew at 7:40.
Cal Clutterbuck followed him to the room at
18:48, seconds after checking Bryan Rust.
And Eberle became the third Islander to
leave the bench in the second period when
he went down the tunnel immediately after
blocking defenseman Kris Letang’s shot with
his foot in the final minute.
Eberle returned for the start of the third
period. Clutterbuck rejoined his teammates on
the bench briefly during the third period but
did not take a shift before heading back to the
room.
Lehner stopped all 13 shots he faced in the
second period but was at his most active as he
nearly got into a fight with fellow Swede Patric
Hornqvist at 10:33.
Hornqvist was trying to establish position
at the crease with Lehner trying to push him
away, giving him some whacks on the leg with
his goalie stick.
The stick swings and shoving quickly
escalated, with Lehner indicating he was
ready to fight before linesman Jonny Murray
separated him from the scrum.
Lehner received a two-minute slashing
penalty but Hornqvist received a double-minor
for roughing. They spoke genially during the
post-game handshakes.
And Lehner received a lifeline from
Mayfield, who made a kick save in the crease
on Jake Guentzel’s potential power-play
equalizer at 6:18 of the third period.
The Penguins scored the first goal for the
third straight game as Guentzel took Sidney
Crosby’s feed and beat Lehner just 35 seconds
into the game, marking Crosby’s first point in
the series.
But just as was the case as they won Sunday
afternoon’s Game 3, 4-1, Eberle and Brock
Nelson gave the Islanders a 2-1 lead by the first
intermission, overcoming an early 8-1 shot
advantage for the Penguins.
On Sunday, that pair needed just 90 seconds
to turn the Penguins’ early lead into a 2-1
deficit. In Game 4, Eberle needed 94 seconds to
tie it at 1 as he beat Murray to the far post from
the left off Mathew Barzal’s two-on-one feed
against defenseman Brian Dumoulin at 2:09.
Nelson got to the crease to take Bailey’s
feed from behind the crease and make it 2-1 at
18:06 of the first period after Tom Kuhnhackl’s
forecheck won the puck from Pettersson.

Flying Scots Disc Golf Club hold charity tournament
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Salim Khalife competes in the Make-A-Wish Disc Golf Tournament on Saturday. The
event gave competitors a free T-shirt with proceeds benefiting Make-A-Wish.

Lakers begin head coach interviews
By Tania Ganguli
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Few answers have
emerged about what the Los Angeles Lakers’
power structure will look like moving forward,
but general manager Rob Pelinka continued the
process of finding a new head coach.
Pelinka met with 76ers assistant Monty
Williams in Philadelphia on Tuesday, in the
middle of their playoff series, with plans to
meet with former Cleveland Cavaliers coach
Tyronn Lue on Friday, according to people
familiar with his plans but not authorized to
speak publicly.
At some point this week, Pelinka also is
expected to meet with Juwan Howard, his
former college teammate at Michigan. Howard
played for the Miami Heat from 2010 to 2013
and, upon retiring, joined Heat coach Erik
Spoelstra’s staff. He also is expected to interview
for the Cavaliers’ head coaching job.
That job belonged to Lue until he was fired
after an 0-6 start this season. Rumors have
persisted that he’s the Lakers’ top choice. Lue
coached LeBron James in Cleveland and they
won a championship together in 2016 during
his first season as coach.
While Pelinka is in charge of the coaching
search, the Lakers don’t appear to be pursuing
any additional front office executive to fill the

void left by Magic Johnson’s abrupt resignation.
That could change since people familiar with
the organization said owner Jeanie Buss was
shocked at Johnson’s resignation and has taken
the last week to determine how to proceed.
Johnson and Buss spoke after Johnson held
an impromptu news conference to resign before
the Lakers’ final game of the regular season,
without offering any warning to Buss.
Buss hired Johnson, a man she considers
family, in spring 2017 after firing general
manager Mitch Kupchak and removing her
brother Jim from his role as executive vice
president of basketball operations. She created
a different position for Johnson – president of
basketball operations. Johnson and Pelinka,
who previously was Kobe Bryant’s agent,
worked together for 2 seasons.
When Johnson quit, he gave three reasons.
He said he was tired of the “backstabbing and
whispering” that comes with the job, he said he
wanted to be free to communicate with players
on other teams, and he said he didn’t want to
ask Buss to fire Luke Walton, who spent three
seasons as the Lakers’ head coach.
Three days later, the Lakers and Walton
mutually agreed to part ways, with another
job waiting for Walton in Sacramento. The
Kings announced Walton as their head coach
Monday.

Photo: John J. Kim/TNS

Loyola Ramblers head coach Porter Moser enters the stadium on Nov. 6, 2018.

Loyola Chicago coach turns down St. Johns job
By Teddy Greenstein
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — Every coach in the business
gave Porter Moser the same advice: Take the job.
Sign the juicy contract. Play in the Garden. Move
up to the Big East.
But they don’t know Moser as well as Moser
knows himself.
“You can be rich without the dollar signs,”
Moser told the Tribune on Tuesday afternoon
after turning down an eight-year deal from St.
John’s worth a reported $17 million to $18 million
to remain at Loyola Chicago.
George Bailey from “It’s a Wonderful Life”
needed a long stretch to realize how good he had
it. Moser needed less than 24 hours.
“Their AD was great, a Duke guy,” Moser said
of being courted by St. John’s athletic director
Mike Cragg. “It’s the Big East and Madison
Square Garden and all that.
“But when you step back and look ... I’ve put so
much blood, sweat and tears into this program.
We have a new practice facility. I got two
commitments Sunday morning, and the moms
were hugging me. And then I’m calling three days
later to tell them (I’m leaving)? I can’t do that.”
Moser turned down UNLV after the season.
And now he’s rejecting St. John’s, even though he
has received no assurance he’ll get a raise from his
approximate $900,000-a-year salary.
The Ramblers have won back-to-back Missouri
Valley titles under Moser and stunned America
by going to the Final Four in 2018.
Moser wants more.
“So many people in the profession said: ‘Are
you kidding me? You can’t win at Loyola.’ It
started pissing me off,” he said. “It’s almost like
reverse psychology.”
Moser’s ties are in the Midwest. He grew up in
Naperville, starred at Benet Academy high school

and then Creighton in Omaha, Neb. After stops
at Illinois State and under Rick Majerus at Saint
Louis, he took over at Loyola. The school was
patient with him, and now he is rewarding the
Ramblers.
His terrific three-man 2019 recruiting class at
Loyola – all three-star prospects and featuring
Brother Rice guard Marquise Kennedy, who
has pro potential – hail from Illinois (Kennedy
and Naperville North forward Tom Welch) and
Indiana (La Lumiere guard Paxson Wojcik).
“I look at my guys in the locker room, Chicago,
all the things pulling me here,” Moser said. “I’m
faith-driven and big on where I can influence. I
feel I can do that at Loyola with the community
and camp with 700 kids.”
And a program that continues to churn out
solid players and high-character people. Moser
met with those players Tuesday afternoon.
“He looked them in the eye and let them know
before anyone,” assistant coach Drew Valentine
said. “There was a sense of relief and there were a
lot of smiles, the biggest we’ve seen in a while.
“It took Madison Square Garden and the
Big East, a historic program, to draw him away
(for an interview). It’s also a Catholic school – it
checked a lot of boxes. But Loyola is home for
him. He feels connected.”
Loyola athletic director Steve Watson said in
a statement: “We ... have said all along that he is
a perfect fit at Loyola. Porter’s accomplishments
here, especially over the last five years, speak for
themselves.”
Moser said in a statement: “People in business
say I’m crazy for passing up opportunities and the
money. But what they don’t know is the amazing
young men I coach and the culture we have
built. ... What they don’t know are the people and
friends that make up the Loyola community. And
what they don’t know is what makes me tick.”
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The Los Angeles Angels’ Shohei Ohtani in the dugout during a game against the Texas
Rangers at Angel Stadium on Thursday, April 4, 2019, in Anaheim, California.

Ohtani will stay with team until activated
By Maria Torres

Los Angeles Times
ARLINGTON, Texas — Shohei Ohtani
will not go on a minor league rehabilitation
assignment or participate in extended spring
training games before he joins the Los Angeles
Angels batting order for the first time this
season.
General manager Billy Eppler said Tuesday
that Ohtani will instead finish his rehab in
Southern California, getting at-bats against
pitchers in simulated games. The Angels
followed a similar approach last June when
Ohtani was cleared to hit following a threeweek break caused by elbow ligament damage.
He needed only five days of hitting, in batting
practice and against pitchers, before he was

back in the Angels’ lineup.
It remains to be seen if Ohtani would be
ready to in such a short amount of time. He
won’t face live pitching every day once he takes
that step next week.
“We’re gonna work it in a progression,”
Eppler said. “It’s not just without any kind of
parameters or restrictions.”
Ohtani is expected to be ready to come off
the injured list in May. The two-way player,
who had elbow ligament replacement surgery
in October and is only hitting this season, said
a few weeks ago that he could bat in a major
league lineup this month if he were given the
green light to do so.
“You’re the one tweeting it,” Eppler said
when asked if Ohtani could be available in
April, “but I wouldn’t bank on that.”
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Story of a staffer’s journey to Harrisburg for Advocacy Day
By Nathan Brennan
Arts Editor

I stood on a balcony in the Pennsylvania
capitol building around midday on a beautiful
Wednesday in Harrisburg. I stood with four
familiar faces from Edinboro, including Rep.
Ryan Bizzarro and Lt. Gov. John Fetterman.
I turned around for a moment to take in the
view, enjoy the slight breeze and appreciate the
history the building has seen. All of a sudden,
I turn around, and to my surprise, I see him:
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf. I shake his hand.
However, to reach the climax of the trip on
that balcony, a lot of Pennsylvania back-road
adventures and plenty of political intrigue had
to take place, all part of EU’s participation
in the Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education (PASSHE) Advocacy Day in
Harrisburg.
So, let’s start at the very beginning.
Tuesday, April 9
It was 5 a.m., and my alarm was blaring. It
was time to go. I showered, dressed and drank
two cups of coffee, driving myself and about
four separate bags to Edinboro (in my defense,
suit jackets and pants aren’t easy to transport).
I met up with the group that was to
represent Edinboro at the capitol building the
next day: Samuel Comfort, executive assistant
to the president; Lauren Parent, a graduate
assistant at the center for career development;
Bryan Geehrer, a junior at Edinboro; and
the incomparable Madi Gross, a senior and
longtime member of Edinboro’s campus media.
We left for Harrisburg at about 8:30 a.m.,
beginning the five-hour journey to the state
capital. I brought with me a book and music
to occupy my time for the trip, but little
did I know I wouldn’t have to use it. Packed
into a van with Ontario license plates and a
speedometer in kilometers per hour, instead
of miles, we talked about our majors and
our aspirations, as well as what we hoped to
accomplish in our forthcoming conversations
with representatives and senators. We didn’t
stick purely to business, though, as Samuel
shared ghost stories from his college days
and we told enough jokes to fill an adequate
comedy special.
Plus, you couldn’t beat the view of the
winding landscapes of Pennsylvania, and the
glorious sight of construction and traffic for as
far as the eye could see.
Our conversations continued until we
reached the Dixon University Center, a
PASSHE gathering space right along the
river outside the city. It was here where the
representatives from each of the 14 state
system schools gathered for advice from a
panel and, as PASSHE Chancellor Daniel
Greenstein said in his remarks, to act as agents

in the “Mission Impossible” movies: accept our
mission.
That mission? As referenced in the title of
Advocacy Day, we were there essentially to
advocate on behalf of PASSHE to try to get
an increase in funding for the system. The
specific numbers could be found in the official
information packet, which stated, in part, “The
State system is seeking a 2019-20 appropriation
of $505.8 million, an increase of $37.7 million.”
The proposed budget seeks $475.1 million, but
we were there to make the case for the state
system and the innumerable benefits they offer
their students in their undergraduate studies
and beyond.
However, that is a task easier said than done.
Passing a budget, for nearly any organization,
is an arduous task; additionally, each senator
and representative has different priorities, so
it would indeed be difficult to find common
ground among many of those in Harrisburg.
The panel, to combat this, stressed one point
above most others: tell them your story. Tell
the story of the state system for you personally,
and if they still disagree, a good practice was to
“agree to disagree.”
At a subsequent reception, the Edinboro
team gathered with newfound inspiration from
the panel, in order to strategize the next day’s
proceedings, as well as refine our angles for
talking with the legislators. We even met the
chancellor of the PASSHE system on the way
out.
Then, after a long day of travel, we kicked
back and enjoyed some calamari at Carrabba’s,
and subsequently retired to our rooms. We had
a big day the next day.
Wednesday, April 10
Like a cruel instance of déjà vu, my alarm
once more blared at 5 a.m., and immediately
I sprung to my feet. I took extra care with
dressing today, because today was the day we
would take on the capitol building head-on;
accordingly, I had to look my best.
Another early morning, our quintet of
Edinboro advocates made its way downtown. I,
of course, was nervous. Thankfully, our group’s
facetious nature in the car did help greatly.
However, once we got into our positions, we
prepared ourselves to do what we came here
to do. While our first meeting of the day was
canceled, we had extra time to get pumped.
There were a lot of other groups there in the
building that day, all with pitches for legislators
of their own. We had to make an impression.
Due to timing, the group had to divide and
conquer to get to our first two meetings at 9:30
a.m. While Samuel and Bryan went to meet
with Rep. Curt Sonney of the fourth district,
Madi, Lauren and I met with Rep. Parke
Wentling of the 17th district.
The meeting, in our opinion, went pretty
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Arts Editor Nathan Brennan in representative Ryan Bizzaro’s seat in Harrisburg.
well. Mainly concerned with the other moving
pieces of the legislature that might influence
the budgeting process, we left Wentling’s office
on an open-ended note, but the important
thing was this: we made our voices heard, in
the very least. It was up to us to follow up and
continue this trend.
From there, we didn’t have another meeting
until about 1 p.m., so we stopped for lunch.
Nothing notable here, except the first taste of
the new orange vanilla Coke. It was adequate.
Then, we gathered for our 1 p.m. meeting
with Rep. Ryan Bizzarro of the third district
and the borough of Edinboro itself. Thankfully,
there were no surprises here as Ryan assured
us of his support for the state system and
Edinboro.
Bizzarro then took our group for a visit
to the floor of the house of representatives,
and then to the lieutenant governor’s office.
This being my second year at Advocacy Day,
I had already visited these historic sites, but
little did we know that we were about to meet
Fetterman as well.
After we introduced ourselves and talked
for a moment, he showed us the view from his
office, which included a nice angle of the river
beyond. And, because photographers follow
him everywhere, we got a photo with him.
Then, an assistant came out and said, “John,
the governor is here.” We all immediately
thought, “Is this actually about to happen?”
As mentioned before, it actually did happen.
We all got to shake his hand, as well as get
a group picture with him. After we were
thanked and dismissed from the office, we later
found out that we were the only one of the 14
PASSHE schools that had the opportunity to
meet him.

From there, we attended our final meeting
with the chief of staff of Michele Brooks of
the 50th district. We were able to have a good
conversation about ourselves and the situation
of the university. Finishing with a photo op,
Brooks had her secretary take us to see the
senate floor and the governor’s reception
room.
That, ultimately, brought an end to
Advocacy Day, and our weary group of
Fighting Scots became the Exhausted Scots as
we made our way back to Edinboro, listening
along to a playlist of country hits.
When the trip finally came to an end, I was
actually a little sad. This quickly turned to
laughter, though, as I realized that I had been
given two parking tickets during the time I had
been gone. This did give me a good chuckle.
Nonetheless, I learned several things on this
trip.
1. You CAN make a difference. Just tell your
story, and you can connect with others in a
way you never knew you could.
2. If you ever want to get to know someone,
go on a long trip with them. A combined 11
hours on the road with a group of people can
bond you together like few other activities
could. In fact, by the end of the trip, we knew
what hospital each of us had been born in.
The point is, long trips like this, while they
served the purpose of rallying for money, can
accomplish a lot more than that through the
human connections you make with your peers.
3. Lastly, don’t park in the Reeder Hall
parking lot. They will ticket you without a
moment’s hesitation.
Nathan Brennan | ae.spectator@gmail.com

Conventions a great place, but they still have bad people
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

Recently, I experienced my first full convention. I’ve gone to Sci-Fi Valley Con a couple
times, but only for a day at most. This past weekend, I attended a convention called Tekko, an
event honoring Japanese culture, with a group of my close friends. We went three out of the
four days, and it was the very first time I cosplayed at such an event.
The first day I went as Seras Victoria (from “Hellsing”) and was asked for a photo within
moments of being on the convention floor. I panicked. I honestly did not think anyone would
want to take photos of me, and there were at least 15 people who asked for pictures of me and
my boyfriend, who went as Alucard. I’m not sure what I was expecting, but Tekko wasn’t quite
it.
My friends and I spent the majority of each day there, arriving early in the morning and
leaving around 2 a.m. It became tiring much faster than I thought it would. I had a great
time getting closer to a few of my friends, finding cool merchandise and enjoying the many
cosplayers in attendance.
I had a mixed reaction to the panels offered this year. Some were amazing. I broke away from
my group to learn some embroidery tricks and had a blast at some of the 18+ panels. Many of
the other panels didn’t appeal to me or were different from what I expected them to be.
I was showered with compliments from those who recognized the characters I was
portraying. “I love your cosplay” and “I love that character” was among the amazing positivity
that comes with cosplaying, regardless of one’s skill level at the hobby. Everyone in attendance
came to have fun and appreciate their favorite characters and media, and it showed fabulously.
For the most part the convention was amazing, but there were, of course, a few issues. The
most obvious was individuals being creepy, giving off uncomfortable vibes to those around
them. This issue was so prevalent that I had many conversations with many others about
certain attendees before I left.
I was unfortunate enough to not only run into such a group of men, but did so alone. We
parked in the attached garage of the convention center, and I thought I’d be fine by myself. I
was grabbing clothes for my Poison Ivy outfit for a DC Comics photo shoot. I was in my leaf
bodysuit and over-the-knee boots when I hurried past a group of men who began discussing
my body and how I was a “freak.” It was so horrible that I almost started crying. I didn’t know
what to do. I messaged my friends in a group chat that we have and Zach, who can be pretty
intimidating, wanted to come get me. By the time I received his message, however, I had
thankfully made it back inside.
Another issue is that people often forget that cosplayers are people too. My friends and I
were approached late Friday evening for a picture, and I was incredibly tired for the photo. The
photographer commented that I “should smile.” All I wanted to do was scream. It was the first
time I had been at an event for that long, and I was desperately in need of a break. Instead, I got

Voices Editor Erica Burkholder (right) with her friends at Tekko.
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sassed. The person probably meant well, but it still hurt to hear.
Lastly, there was merchandise of underage girls in extremely sexualized situations. I was
really uncomfortable, especially when I saw how many adult men were openly buying said
merchandise.
I have some advice for the first time convention goer: conventions may focus on consent
and safety, and present themselves as going above and beyond to help you, but it doesn’t mean
much. You’ll still run into uncomfortable people and triggering situations. If you’re with a
group, your friends will often attend events you aren’t interested in, leaving you alone. Try to
set up meeting times for events you and your friends want to do together. You may not see your
friends for hours at a time, so make the most of the time you have together. And remember,
don’t get caught up in the rude comments you may get or your friends doing their own thing.
Erica Burkholder | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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A take on child consent and piercings
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

The idea of children, or even babies, getting
their ears pierced has always been a subject
of controversy due to their inability to clearly
consent.
Raylene Marks, infuriated by this idea, quit
her job at Claire’s after being told she would
face disciplinary action if she refused to
pierce the ears of a 7-year-old girl who clearly
did not want her ears pierced.
“Usually it might take 15 minutes for a
nervous child to pick out some earrings and
get their ears pierced,” Marks told Today.
However, the 7-year-old made it blatantly
obvious, according to Marks, that her
consent was withdrawn and she was showing
emotions of legitimate fear.
According to Marks, the mother did
not keep her promise of leaving if her
daughter decided to not go through with
the procedure. “She was putting a great deal
of pressure on her daughter to go through
with the piercing,” she said. “I’m inclined to
respect a child’s right to say ‘NO’ to any adult
forcing any kind of non-medical contact on
them, so I told the other piercer I wouldn’t

be part of the ear piercing for this girl. To my
great relief, in the end the mother respected
her daughter’s wishes and took her home.”
After this incident went viral, it revived the
issue of child consent and if it is ethical to
force a child to go through with a procedure
that is strictly for vanity reasons.
Anytime skin is punctured, there is
obviously a risk for potential infection. Seeing
as most children and babies do not have
developed immune systems yet, their risk for
infection is even greater.
Pediatricians from the American Academy
of Pediatrics (AAP) require parents to wait
until their child is at least 6 months old to get
their ears pierced. However, most doctors will
recommend waiting until the child is at least
10 years old. The older the child, the more
likely that they will be taking responsibility
for keeping their ears clean of infection.
Although ear piercings are adorable, is it
really worth putting a child at risk for pain
and infection if it is only for vanity reasons?
A child’s consent matters, therefore they
should be the ones to decide when and if they
want piercings.

More stories like Crosby, please
The Spectator: Vol. 118/Issue 22
“Capturing what she loves,” the story about
Edinboro junior Shaddai Crosby, is about an
inspiring woman who is not afraid to pursue her
passions.
It’s like they always said in Greater Latrobe
Senior High School journalism class: “everybody
has a story, not matter how small.” These kinds of
stories are ones that I would love to read more of.
It’s a nice break from the political news that’s being

tossed around almost daily.
On Shaddai’s Instagram page, her black and
white picture stories shed light on the lives of
those in the photographs themselves. So much
emotion and passion can be expressed with just
a single photograph. I look forward to the next
issue, and I hope to see more stories like these.
Benjamin Dittmar (EU Freshman)

Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

Economical cars to drive in Erie
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer
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The Supreme Court of the United States in Washington, D.C., in 2018. The Supreme Court
recently rejected a suit calling the use of lethal injection into question.

The Supreme Court botches
another death penalty decision
By Stephen L. Carter
Bloomberg News

There’s a scene in the classic 1979 film
“And Justice for All” where lawyer Arthur
Kirkland, played by Al Pacino, tells a client
who’s been jailed for a crime he didn’t
commit that even though new evidence
clears him, the judge won’t let him out. The
client, desperate, asks why. “There’s a law,”
says Kirkland. “It says that evidence must be
submitted within a certain time period. And
ours came in three days late.” The audience is
meant to be suitably shocked.
Fast-forward to this week in the real world.
A man named Christopher Lee Price soon
will be executed by the state of Alabama
because his lawyer, in the words of this
morning’s order from the U.S. Supreme
Court, “submitted additional evidence today,
a few hours before his scheduled execution
time.” In other words, he made his claim too
late.
One needn’t be a fan of capital punishment
to recognize that if a death penalty is going to
exist, there must come a time when the courts
stop issuing stays and let the punishment
proceed. But in this case, the “additional
evidence” to which the majority made
reference was the final version of an academic
study. Price’s lawyer had previously submitted
a preliminary copy labeled “do not cite,” and
the U.S. Court of Appeals had decided, oddly,
that the label meant that report was not
“reliable evidence.” In response, the lawyer
obtained the final version, which read exactly
the same way. That was the new evidence.
The study in question involves the most
humane way to kill the condemned man. And
it has a history.
Back in 2014, the state of Oklahoma
made headlines when it badly botched the
execution of a man named Clayton Lockett.
The sedatives didn’t work right, and a
later investigation found that his death
was “prolonged and apparently agonizing.”
Lockett was a bad apple, who had shot a
19-year old woman and buried her alive.
The sort of person, one might say, for whom
capital punishment is designed. But we
should still care how it’s done. One measure
of civilization is its ability to treat criminals
better than they treat their victims.
The Oklahoma legislature, understanding
this precept, decided last year to switch
to nitrogen hypoxia as a “more humane”
means of execution. The apparent basis was
this study. Rather than face an intravenous
injection of toxic substances, the condemned
man will inhale nitrogen, probably through a

mask, and will get dizzy and pass out, never
to wake.
Alabama followed Oklahoma in adopting
nitrogen inhalation, but has not yet developed
a protocol to implement it. Price missed the
state’s deadline for electing to be killed by the
new method rather than the old, but that’s
not hard to understand: It’s difficult to make
a choice when the state itself hasn’t decided
how the new method will be carried out.
Several months later, however, Price filed
papers to challenge his scheduled execution
by lethal injection, arguing in essence that
if nitrogen inhalation is truly more humane,
then its pending availability in Alabama
means that the state should no longer be
allowed to use lethal injection. This is the
lawsuit that the justices rejected in the wee
hours of Friday morning.
Let’s be clear. Price, too, is evidently a bad
apple. Several news accounts of the Supreme
Court’s action have said simply that he was
convicted of using a sword to kill an Alabama
pastor. True, but less than complete. The
details of his crime are worse. Price and an
accomplice targeted the pastor, arriving at
the house dressed all in black. The pastor and
his wife had just returned from an evening
church service. She had retired for the night;
he was downstairs wrapping presents. Price
and his partner cut the telephone lines and
apparently the power. When the pastor went
outside to see what was going on, he was
attacked with a sword and mortally wounded.
His wife grabbed a gun and fired a warning
shot, but then ran out of bullets. The men
beat her severely. They searched the house
and then fled.
As I said: a bad apple.
But if we’re going to have capital
punishment, all of the challenges will be
from bad apples. Justice Stephen Breyer, in
a dissenting opinion joined by three of his
colleagues, argued that the high court should
at least discuss the matter before vacating the
stay of execution. “To proceed in this way,” he
wrote, “calls into question the basic principles
of fairness that should underlie our criminal
justice system.” Just as bad, he concluded, was
“to proceed in this matter in the middle of the
night without giving all members of the court
the opportunity for discussing.”
We can argue long and hard over the
morality of the death penalty. But if we’re
going to have one, we should do our best not
to impose it in ways that give the impression
that we’re rushing the condemned to the
death chamber. There are some issues worth
taking the time to debate. The most humane
way to kill is surely one of them.

Living in Erie, or pretty much anywhere in the Northwest Pennsylvania area, can cause a lot of
wear and tear on a vehicle, specifically during the winter.
That’s why it’s important to ensure that the car you’re driving is equipped to withstand the
drastic weather that inevitably happens. Not to mention, it’s also important to keep a look out for
a car that is environmentally friendly and good on gas.
Here are just some economical cars to keep an eye out for if you’re on the hunt for your next
vehicle.
1. Hyundai Ioniq Hybrid
This car ranges from about 50-60 miles per gallon (MPG), along with 139 horsepower. It
is built with an interior entirely made from recycled materials. According to Good Trade, it
has been called the most fuel-efficient car in America. What’s especially admirable is that for
every Hyundai sold, a portion goes to Hyundai Hope On Wheels, which helps find a cure for
childhood cancer.
2. Kia Niro
This subcompact SUV is known for its incredible gas mileage, along with being an all-wheel
drive vehicle, making it perfect for the unpredictable weather.
3. Toyota Prius
Beyond it being 50 MPG, it’s also a smooth car to drive, with composed handling and seamless
transitions between its gas engine and electric motor, meaning it has the option of gas only or a
combination of electric and gas for the maximum in eco friendliness.
4. Mazda CX-5
According to U.S. News, the Mazda CX-5 is rated number one in compact SUVs. Known
for its agile handling, it’s perfect for the iced roads during the winter. It also offers great fuel
economy, all-wheel drive and plenty of passenger and cargo space.
5. Toyota Camry Hybrid
U.S. News named this Hybrid number one in mid-sized cars, as well as number one in best
hybrid and electric cars. These vehicles emit little from their exhaust pipe since they have a more
reduced carbon footprint than vehicles operating purely on petrol engines. Any vehicle with
lower emissions consumes less gas, which obviously should be a priority if you are choosing to
play a role in reducing greenhouse emissions.
Abby Martinson | voices.spectator@gmail.com
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China to consider US request
Stephen Miller to testify about placing
immigrants in ‘sanctuary cities,’ Nadler says to shift tariffs on farm goods
By Griffin Connolly

By Jenny Leonard and Steven Yang

WASHINGTON — Stephen Miller, President Donald Trump’s go-to adviser on immigration
policy, cannot avoid fielding questions from lawmakers if they call on him to testify about a
reported plan to drop off undocumented immigrants in “sanctuary cities,” Rep. Jerrold Nadler said
Sunday.
Nadler, the chairman of the House Judiciary Committee with jurisdiction over immigration
policy, said Miller would likely try to claim executive privilege to avoid talking about his policy
deliberations.
“But that would be a misuse of executive privilege,” Nadler said on CNN’s “State of the Union”
Sunday. “Because he seems to be making the decisions, not the Cabinet secretaries that come and
go.”
Presidents can assert executive privilege to shield certain confidential communications from
compelled disclosure to the judicial and legislative branches.
Trump and his White House counsel team have struck upon a broad interpretation of executive
privilege in an effort to slow House Democrats’ investigations into his personal and business
finances, and administrative decisions. They have claimed that private, confidential conversations
are essential for helping the president receive candid advice from his officials.
As Trump continues to rely on acting secretaries and reportedly guts the Homeland Security
Department of career officials, Miller has stepped in to fill the void on directing and influencing
immigration policy.
Nadler said that whistleblowers told the committee “several weeks ago” that Miller had devised
and pushed the plan to release undocumented migrants into the so-called sanctuary cities —
including the San Francisco district of Speaker Nancy Pelosi — to retaliate against Trump’s political
rivals who oppose his immigration policy.
After Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen resigned last week, new acting Secretary
Kevin McAleenan, the Customs and Border Protection commissioner, joined acting secretaries
at the Pentagon and Interior Department. Mick Mulvaney, the Office of Management and Budget
director, is currently the acting White House chief of staff. And Russell Vought is the acting OMB
boss while Mulvaney is running the West Wing.
There’s also an acting U.S. ambassador at the United Nations.
Trump has said previously that he likes having acting secretaries because it gives him “more
flexibility.” Detractors have said the lack of full-time secretaries has hindered the administration’s
ability to come up with coherent, long-term department policy strategies.
“Steve Miller, who seems to be the boss of everybody on immigration, ought to come before
Congress and explain some of these policies,” Nadler said Sunday.
After the Homeland Security Department played down reports that it had mulled a proposal
from the White House to release undocumented immigrants in sanctuary cities, Trump struck a
different note on Friday, tweeting that he was “strongly looking at” sending “thousands” of them to
the cities.

China is considering a U.S. request
to shift some tariffs on key agricultural
goods to other products so the Trump
administration can sell any eventual trade
deal as a win for farmers ahead of the 2020
election, people familiar with the situation
said.
The step would involve China moving
retaliatory duties it imposed starting last
July on $50 billion worth of U.S. goods to
nonagricultural imports, said the people,
who asked not to be identified because
the discussions were private. The shift
is because the U.S. doesn’t intend to lift
its own duties on $50 billion of Chinese
imports even if an agreement to resolve
the trade war between the two nations is
reached, one the people said.
Another person said China would
consider shifting the tariffs to make it easier
to meet a proposal to buy an additional
$30 billion a year more of U.S. agricultural
goods on top of pre-trade war levels as
part of a final deal. Last July, China had
levied punitive tariffs on American goods
including soy, corn, wheat, cotton, rice,
beef, pork and poultry in response to U.S.
duties.
A spokesperson for the U.S. Trade
Representative didn’t immediately
respond to a request for comment. China’s
Commerce Ministry didn’t respond to faxed
questions.
The bartering shows that both sides
are taking political considerations into
account as negotiations drag on to end

CQ-Roll Call
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U.S. President Donald Trump speaks as Senior Advisor to the President Stephen Miller
listens during a roundtable discussion on border security and safe communities.

Bloomberg News

the trade war, which has rattled financial
markets for months. An outcome that
completely removes punitive tariffs looks
increasingly unlikely as Trump looks to
hone his campaign message and continues
to threaten the European Union, India and
other countries with trade actions.
The people didn’t specify which other
goods would receive higher tariffs instead
of agricultural products. Other top
imports included aircraft engines and
parts, semiconductors, passenger cars and
chemicals.
China also may take action on nontariff
barriers that have affected agricultural
goods. The commerce ministry in Beijing
on Monday said it would review whether
to continue anti-dumping and anti-subsidy
measures on U.S. distillers’ dried grains,
a by-product of corn ethanol production
that’s used in animal feed.
Over the weekend, Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin said the U.S. and China
were “hopefully getting very close to the
final round” and discussing whether to hold
more in-person trade talks. He also said
the U.S. is open to facing “repercussions”
if it doesn’t live up to its commitments in a
potential trade deal, a sign that the two sides
are edging closer to an accord.
Under the proposed agreement, China
would commit by 2025 to buy more U.S.
commodities, including soybeans and
energy products, and allow 100 percent
foreign ownership for U.S. companies
operating in China as a binding pledge
that can trigger retaliation from the U.S.
if left unfulfilled, people familiar with the
situation said earlier this month.
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Paul Hletko, owner of Few Spirits, stands inside his distillery in Evanston, Illinois, on
April 10, 2019. Spirits-makers have been dragged into recent trade wars.

On tax day, most Americans don’t feel new law helped them much
By David Lauter

Los Angeles Times
WASHINGTON — Along with their
taxes, Americans have also filed a verdict
this spring on the Republican tax law: Meh.
When the law passed, late in 2017,
President Donald Trump and other party
leaders hoped it would significantly boost
their fortunes. But as the first filing season
under the new law drew to a close, most
Americans did not feel it had fattened their
paychecks, and only about 1 in 4 supported
it, according to a new University of
Southern California-Dornsife/Los Angeles
Times nationwide poll.
One in 3 said they opposed the law and
roughly 4 in 10 either had no opinion or
were neutral.
Those who said the new law had made
them financially better off — either by
increasing their take-home pay or their
refunds — offered more support for the
law than those who did not experience a
benefit. But for most taxpayers, the new law
didn’t have a big enough impact to outweigh
partisanship, the poll found. Republicans
largely support the new law, while
Democrats oppose it; most others don’t have
an opinion.
The poll also asked those who expect
to vote in a Democratic primary which
candidate they preferred. Joe Biden, the
former vice president, and Sen. Bernie
Sanders of Vermont topped the list with 30
percent and 19 percent, respectively, among
those who volunteered a name.
The results were very similar when
potential voters were shown a list of 16
candidates, although significantly fewer
voters could venture an opinion when asked
to volunteer a name. Shown the list, about
1 in 4 said it was still too early to have a
choice.
Behind the two leaders, Sen. Kamala
Harris of California and former Rep.
Beto O’Rourke of Texas came next, each
with 7 percent support. Harris did best
among voters in the West, largely on the
basis of strong support among her fellow
Californians, the poll found.
Age ranked as the biggest difference
among supporters of the two leaders —
Biden got backing from 4 in 10 older than
70, but just over 1 in 10 younger than 30.
Sanders led among those under 30, but his
support dropped sharply with age. That’s

consistent with a raft of other surveys of
potential primary voters nationwide and in
states that have contests early in the primary
season.
The age gap could pose a problem for
Sanders since older Americans vote more
consistently, especially in primaries, said
Robert Shrum, the veteran Democratic
campaign consultant and co-director of
USC’s Center for the Political Future, which
co-sponsored the poll.
The “resistance to him as you go up the
age scale” could limit Sanders’ ability to
expand his support, Shrum said.
Despite early attention to the race,
gender and ideology of the candidates,
most candidate traits had limited impact
on voter preferences, noted Jill Darling,
the survey director. Only 1 percent of
potential Democratic voters, for example,
ranked having a female candidate as the
top characteristic they were looking for.
Most chose descriptions that contrast with
Democrats’ image of Trump, listing such
top traits as “honesty,” “good character”
“intelligence” and “compassion.”
The poll indicates that Democratic voters
so far “have not signed up for a contest
centered on identity politics,” noted Mike
Murphy, the longtime Republican campaign
strategist and co-director of the USC center.
That could change as the candidates begin
to clash directly, but “so far it’s just absent,”
he said.
Similarly, issue differences among the
candidates don’t yet seem to have a major
impact. Although Sanders has made
“Medicare for All” the centerpiece of his
campaign, as in 2016, Biden still led among
the roughly 1 in 4 who listed health care as
their top issue.
On the tax law, the new poll joins
a growing body of evidence that the
legislation has not given Republicans the
political benefit they had hoped for.
Democrats campaigned against the
law last year, saying it gave too much of
its benefit to corporations and wealthy
Americans. Earlier this year, the law took
on more criticism amid reports of taxpayers
discovering smaller refunds than they had
expected.
That problem abated as tax season went
along, according to Internal Revenue
Service data. Through the first week of
April, the most recent data the IRS has

published, the average refund and the total
number of refunds nationwide were down
just over 1 percent from last year.
Tax experts say that most Americans
received at least some benefit from the
new law — about two-thirds of individual
taxpayers got a cut, according to the
nonpartisan Tax Policy Center — but the
poll indicates many didn’t feel it.
Just under 4 in 10 of those surveyed
said they had noticed a change in their
paychecks not caused by a raise or job
change, with most of those reporting
an increase. Among those who did see a
change, about 3 in 4 attributed it to the tax
law. Overall, fewer than 1 in 3 said the tax
law had boosted their pay.
That’s consistent with previous research
indicating that most people don’t notice
tax changes that cause small increases in
their paychecks, noted Marco Angrisani,
an economist at USC’s Center for Economic
and Social Research, which administers the
poll.
Among those who got refunds last year
and had filed this year’s returns, fewer
than 1 in 3 said they were either getting a
larger refund this time or owed less money.
About 1 in 3 said they either were getting

about the same refund as last year or owed
the same amount. One in 4 said they either
were getting a smaller refund or owed more
money this year.
None of those outcomes had as much
impact on people’s view of the law as their
partisanship, however.
“While experience seems to shape people’s
support, party affiliation supersedes it,”
Angrisani said. That’s especially true for
Democrats, the poll found: Even among
those who reported being better off this year
than last, only 1 in 20 support the new law.
This USC-Dornsife/Los Angeles Times
poll was conducted March 15 to April 15
among 5,165 adult Americans, including
2,196 potential Democratic primary voters.
Respondents were drawn from a probabilitybased panel maintained by USC’s Center
for Economic and Social Research for its
Understanding America Study. Responses
were weighted to accurately ref lect known
demographics of the U.S. population. The
margin of error is 2 percentage points in
either direction.
A full description of the methodology,
poll questions and data, and additional
information about the poll are posted on the
USC website.
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A Tampa man enters a Florida H&R Block in 2006. An increasing number of Americans
are filling their taxes online.
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Cuba enacts new constitution
South Korea’s top court
amid concern for the economy may decriminalize abortion
By Guillermo Nova
DPA

HAVANA — Cuba’s parliament on
Wednesday enacted a new constitution
maintaining the one-party system but
allowing economic openings, amid concern
over the deterioration of the island’s
economy.
The constitution, which replaces the 1976
one, was approved by more than 86% of
voters in a February referendum.
It reaffirms the socialist nature of the
political system and the leading role of the
Communist Party, but allows for a small
economic opening after decades of state
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Raul Castro speaks at a ceremony marking
the anniversary of Cuba’s revolution on
Jan. 1, in Santiago de Cuba, Cuba.

monopoly.
The text recognizes the right to private
property, the role markets can play and the
importance of foreign investment.
“The new constitution is a daughter of
its time and ref lects the diversity of society.
It will be a legacy for the new generations
of Cubans,” former President Raul Castro,
who headed a commission that drafted the
constitution, told parliament.
The constitution requires parliament
to enact a new electoral law and to elect a
president, vice president and the new figure
of a prime minister.
President Miguel Diaz-Canel, who
succeeded Castro in April, is expected to
remain in office.
The constitution is entering into force at a
time when the economy is facing difficulties
due partly to the crisis in Venezuela,
Havana’s close ally, whose oil deliveries to
Cuba have plunged.
Castro, who remains at the helm of the
Communist Party, warned citizens to be
prepared for “the worst variant” even if the
country is not facing another Special Period.
The Special Period was an extended
economic crisis in the 1990s after Cuba lost
most of its international trade following the
dissolution of its Soviet ally.
However, Cuba is now in a better position
to face an eventual crisis thanks to the
diversification of its economy, Castro said.
He also accused the US of using economic
sanctions to destroy Cuba’s revolution and
said the island “does not fear threats such
as those derived from the aggressivity of the
government of the United States.”
Cuba’s economy only grew an estimated
1.2% last year, down from 1.6% in 2017.
The Communist Party newspaper
Granma had to reduce its number of pages
due to lack of paper, and Havana residents
report increasing shortages of foodstuffs
such as chicken and oil.

By Victoria Kim

Los Angeles Times
SEOUL, South Korea — Ever since South Korea’s criminal laws were written in 1953, abortion
has been illegal here — punishable by up to a year in prison for the woman, up to two years for
the physician.
On Thursday, the country’s top court may change that. The Constitutional Court is expected
to rule on a case challenging the constitutionality of the abortion ban. The developments are
being closely monitored by women’s advocates and evangelical Christians alike.
The case has created a political issue out of something that, unlike in the U.S., was for decades
a non-issue. The law has seldom been enforced, and abortion is widely available at most clinics.
Abortions have dramatically decreased in South Korea, from about 30 women out of 1,000
undergoing the procedure in 2005 down to about 5 in 1,000 in 2017, a result of the increased
availability and awareness of birth control.
Yet a newly energized feminist movement in the country is pushing for abortion to be
decriminalized, saying it has endangered women’s health, saddled them with social stigma and
exposed providers to criminal liability.
“It’s resulted in women seeking abortions having to travel farther at greater expense and time,
and endure humiliation to get the procedure,” said Yoon Jung-won, an obstetrician-gynecologist
at Green Hospital in Seoul and an activist with the Sexual and Reproductive Rights Forum.
“It’s skewed the doctor-patient relationship, perceptions about patient rights and how women
themselves feel about terminating their pregnancy.”
In 2017, more than 235,000 people signed a petition urging South Korean President Moon Jaein to decriminalize abortion, saying it was unfairly penalizing the actions of women.
“A pregnancy doesn’t happen with a woman alone,” the petition said. “Unwanted births are
tragic for the mother, child and the nation.”
International groups including Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have
weighed in to urge the country to do away with the ban.
“Decisions about abortion belong to a pregnant woman, without penalty or interference by the
government or anyone else,” Liesl Gerntholtz, women’s rights director for Human Rights Watch,
said in a statement. “South Korean women are being denied reproductive choices that should be
their right.”
The court last considered the ban in 2012, when it split 4-4 and left the law intact.
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Protesters hold placards reading ‘Abolish punishment for abortion’ as they protest South
Korean abortion laws in Gwanghwamun plaza in Seoul on July 7, 2018.

Finland’s ruling party loses big in tight election
By Lennart Simonsson
DPA

HELSINKI — Voters in Finland handed
Prime Minister Juha Sipila’s Centre Party a
crushing defeat in parliamentary elections
Sunday, while the populist-nationalist Finns
Party and left-leaning parties scored gains.
“It is clear that we have lost and I want
to congratulate those who won,” Sipila said,
noting his party was “the biggest loser.”
Sipila’s center-right coalition had in office
pledged a major shakeup of the health and
welfare system, a reform that has been debated
for over a decade. The government’s plan
failed to clear legislative hurdles.
Austerity measures that affected pensioners,
students and the unemployed also weighed on
the ruling coalition’s support.
Preliminary results suggested Sipila’s party
lost 18 seats to finish on 31 in the 200-seat
legislature.
The Finns Party and the Social Democrats
were in a tight race for first place. With just
over 98 percent of the vote counted, both
parties were just under 18 percent.
With 40 seats, a gain of six, the Social
Democrats and its leader Antti Rinne were

tipped to get the first attempt to form a
government.
The Social Democrats last held the prime
minister post in 2003.
“Of course I wanted a better result, I would
have liked our result to be at least 20% or
more. But with this result we can lead the
Finnish people towards a better future,” Rinne
said.
“We are open to cooperation but not at any
cost,” said Finns Party leader Jussi Halla-aho
who has led the party since 2017.
Shortly after he took the helm, the Finns
Party split and the faction led by Halla-aho,
known for his hardline anti-immigration
stance, left the Sipila government and went
into opposition.
Halla-aho noted Sunday that other
European parties with a similar stance, like
the Danish People’s Party, have been able to
influence government programs even outside
government.
Halla-aho has formed an alliance for the
upcoming European Parliament elections
with among others the Danish People’s Party
and Italy’s League party led by Italy’s deputy
premier and Interior Minister Matteo Salvini.
Salvini tweeted: “The ‘populist friends of

Yemen parliament members loyal to Hadi hold first meeting
By Mohammed Hatem
Bloomberg News

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Members of Yemen’s parliament loyal to President Abd Rabbuh
Mansur Hadi convened Saturday for the first time since a civil war broke out in 2015.
The session, held in the southeastern province of Hadramaut, was described in a speech by the
president as “historic.”
The president also renewed calls for Shiite Houthi rebels to work for peace and said “it is high time to
stop your crimes, look at our torn country and displaced people.” He added: “Our country is yours. We
extended our hand for peace and we do that again today.”
Parliament members elected Sultan al-Barakani, assistant secretary general of the People’s General
Congress party, led by slain former President Ali Abdullah Saleh, as the speaker, replacing Yahia al-Raee,
who remained in the capital Sana’a, which is under the control of the Shiite Houthi rebels.
The event, held in the city of Sayoun under heavy security with Saudi troops on patrol, was attended
by Hadi and ambassadors from the 19 countries backing a power transition in Yemen.
“This is an important step taken by the Yemeni government to reinvigorate legitimate government
institutions,” U.S. State Department spokesman Morgan Ortagus said Saturday. “A reinvigorated Yemeni
parliament will play an important role in advancing political and national reconciliation so the Republic
of Yemen government, and all political parties, can better focus on meeting the needs of the Yemeni
people.”
Before the session, Shiite Houthi rebels stormed the homes of some lawmakers in Sanaa, warning
them that participating would be considered a “felony” meant to legitimize the war on Yemen, according
to the rebel-held Saba news agency on Wednesday. Any actions of the meeting are “null and void,”
according to the news report.
Yemen’s last parliamentary elections were held in 2003 and terms expired in 2009, but the body has
been endorsed by a Gulf Cooperation Council initiative for power transition following the 2012 public
uprising against Saleh as a legitimate assembly to work with Hadi until a new general election is held.
Members of parliament loyal to the Houthis and Saleh met in Sanaa, though without a quorum since
the 301 seats are divided among the warring parties. Hadi managed to hold the parliament meeting this
time after a quorum was achieved.
The session was held with 138 lawmakers, who flew to Riyadh before being air lifted to Sayoun. At
least 35 lawmakers died in recent years. Dozens of MPs remained in Sana’a.
This session was possible after several lawmakers loyal to Saleh defected from the Houthis and left
Sanaa, following Saleh’s murder in clashes between his loyalists and Houthis in December 2017.
Hadi and Saudi Arabia have failed to hold a meeting of lawmakers since 2017, but calls by the
Houthi leadership for elections in early February to replace the dead MPs prompted the government to
announce the relocation of the election commission to Aden. That hastened the meeting, demonstrating
warring parties tussle over parliamentary legitimacy after more than four years of conflict.

the Finns party have become Finland’s second
party!!! On May 26, together with the League,
we are changing Europe at last!”
In his campaign, Halla-aho voiced doubts
about whether Finland needs to do more to
tackle climate change, citing the country’s
relatively small population of 5.5 million.
Climate change was listed as an important
election issue, especially among younger
voters. The other main parties have said there
is need for bipartisan agreements.
Conservative leader Petteri Orpo, finance
minister in the outgoing government, said his
party had “come from behind” and bucked
opinion polls.
“We fought and won. As long as we have
that one extra seat we can call ourselves
winners,” he told party supporters of the
party’s projected 38 seats.
“But let me assure to you my friends
that the conservatives will not enter any
government that does not support our values,”
he added.
A breakaway faction from the Finns Party,
Blue Reform, that remained in the Sipila
government failed to win any seats.
The Greens were projected to win 20 seats,
adding five seats to their previous tally. The

Left Alliance was on track to win four seats,
finishing on 16.
In July, Finland takes over the rotating EU
presidency from Romania.
Turnout was 72% among the 4.5 million
people eligible to vote. About 36% cast
absentee ballots.

BOGOTA, Colombia — Hugo Carvajal,
the former director of Venezuela’s military
intelligence and a high-profile critic of the
Nicolas Maduro regime, has been arrested in
Spain and is awaiting extradition to the United
States on drug charges, according to local reports.
Carvajal has been in the U.S. crosshairs
since at least 2014 on allegations that he helped
Colombian drug cartels operate out of Venezuela,
but he stepped into the spotlight earlier this
year when he broke with Maduro and threw his
support behind interim President Juan Guaido,
the man whom Washington and more than 50
other nations recognize as president.
Carvajal’s detention comes at a tricky time
for Guaido, who has been promising military
officials who defect from Maduro that they
would receive amnesty for some of their crimes.

Carvajal is one of the few high-ranking officials
to openly break with Maduro, although the
crimes he’s accused of wouldn’t have fallen under
the amnesty program.
Carvajal has slipped U.S. law enforcement
officials before. In 2014, he was briefly detained
by the government of Aruba but successfully
fought off the U.S. extradition request.
Spanish police on Friday confirmed to The
Associated Press that Carvajal had been detained.
According to a U.S. indictment from the
Southern District of Florida unsealed in 2014,
Carvajal is accused of helping Colombia’s North
Valley Cartel, including drug don Wilber “Jabon”
Valera, move its trafficking empire to Venezuela
in 2004. Valera was killed there in 2008.
In exchange for bribes, Carvajal and others
provided information about military and police
investigations that helped Varela export cocaine
to the United States, according to the indictment.
The document also alleges that Carvajal was
responsible for selling hundreds of kilograms of
cocaine to factions of the North Valley Cartel.
He’s also accused of coordinating the shipment of
5.6 tons of cocaine from Venezuela to Mexico.
Carvajal, a congressman and longtime
confidant of the late President Hugo Chavez,
is thought to have information that would
be damaging to the Maduro government.
Venezuela’s military has long been suspected of
being involved in the drug trade, and a handful
of military officials are on the U.S. Treasury
Department’s drug kingpin blacklist.
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Finland Prime Minister Juha Sipila
during a press conference in Helsinki.

Venezuelan ex-spy chief turned
defector arrested in Spain
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Maduro speaks on the oil sanctions
imposed by the U.S.

