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From left to right: Dr. Jerra Jenrette, Dr. Karen Eisenhart, Dr. Jingze Jiang and Dr. Gerry Gendlin gather to speak on the Green New Deal and more.
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AOCʼs Green New Deal at the center of
new ʻUncomfortable Conversationsʼ panel
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

The last Uncomfortable Conversations
event for the 2018-2019 school year
combined politics and the environment in
a discussion focusing on the Green New
Deal.
Four Edinboro University faculty
members shared facts, answered questions
and offered their final thoughts in BaronForness Library on Thursday, April 18.
The talk was based on the work of
U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and
senator Ed Markey, involving the release
of a 14-page resolution addressing climate
change with ideas including “public works
projects, high-quality health care, access to
clean water and air and affordable food.”
Speakers included Dr. Jerra Jenrette,
from the history, politics, languages and

cultures department, Dr. Karen Eisenhart,
an associate professor in the geosciences
department, Dr. Jingze Jiang, an associate
professor in the business and economics
department, and Dr. Gerry Gendlin, also
from the history, politics, languages and
cultures department.
Jenrette addressed the historical aspects
by saying that “the Green New Deal is
not the first new deal that we’ve had
in American history,” sharing several
examples, from the Wall Street Crash of
1929 and onward.
Eisenhart then mentioned the work
of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), which publishes
assessment reports “about every five
years” based on the research of thousands
of scientists, with the most recent from
2013 and the next expected in 2021. She
also read some information from the most

recent National Climate Assessment,
saying that it is “extremely likely that
human activities, especially emissions of
greenhouse gases, are the dominant cause
of the observed warming since the mid20th century.” This was based on extensive
evidence such as rising sea levels, melting
glaciers, coastal f looding and more.
It has also been concluded that global
temperatures have increased by 1 degree
Celsius above pre-industrial levels,
according to Eisenhart.
“That doesn’t sound like a lot, but it
is responsible for all of these changes
that we’re seeing,” she said, sharing that
it could be 5 degrees by the end of the
century.
Stressing that “the longer we wait to take
action, the more extreme the action needed
will become,” Eisenhart shared some
strategies. These included carbon taxes
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The Edinboro University Highland Ambassadors library is located at the Edinboro YMCA.

ʻTake a book,
read a book, give a bookʼ
Free library program continues
By Ishra Musa

Contributing Writer
They sanded them, they polished them, they
painted them, and they labored over them. Four
months later, they unveiled them.
The reveal, at the Edinboro YMCA on
Wednesday, April 17, by the Highland
Ambassadors was the latest little free library
provided to the local community. The Little Free
Library program was launched by the Center for
Faculty Excellence, and takes donated dressers
and newspaper stands and grants them to
various campus organizations to be refurbished
into libraries that will be filled with books and
placed in various community locations.
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From here, it’s all creative. Organizations
work together to design their masterpieces,
often working long hours before finally
presenting their little libraries to the community.
“I put about 50 hours of work into the library.
After my classes, I would go and spend 2-5
hours on the library,” said Kelsey Wagner of the
Highland Ambassadors.
Edinboro University launched the Little Free
Library initiative in Fall of 2017 (but unveiled its
first library in the Spring of 2018). Raven Jones,

See Library, A2
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and working to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, while agreeing with a resolution
statement saying that “it is the duty of
the federal government to spur action on
climate change.”
She said that climate change is not
a Democratic or Republican issue, but
everyone’s issue.
Jiang next addressed the economic
aspects of this, touching on the importance
of factors such as clean air and water for
future generations. She then shared details
from a April 2018 report from the Bureau
of Labor Statistics (BLS), stating that “the
fastest employment growth from 2016-2026
is a solar panel installer,” with a projected

See Panel, A2
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James Conwell came to Edinboro on
April 23 for his meetings and interview.

Dione Dorsey Somerville interviewed on
April 22 and held her meetings.

EU presidential contenders
begin on-campus interviews
By Livia Homerski | Nathan Brennan
Executive Editor | Arts Editor

Two of the four candidates for the Edinboro
presidential position came to campus early this
week, holding forums, meeting with various
groups and more. The other two candidates
— Peter Fackler and Guiyou Huang — are
scheduled to hit campus after press deadline.
Dione Dorsey Somerville
Dr. Dione Dorsey Somerville, vice president
for student affairs at fellow PASSHE institution
Bloomsburg University, visited EU’s campus
on Monday to interview for the position
of president. She met with different faculty
members and students throughout the day,
before holding an open forum in which
she discussed her experience and vision for
Edinboro as a candidate.
“I believe very much in the transformative

experience that higher education has on our
students,” stated Somerville. She then went
into her first experience in higher education
as a student-athlete at Ohio Northern
University. What made this experience special
for Somerville was the athletic and academic
opportunities, feeling like she belonged, as well
as faculty and advisors who cared and helped her
with her academic goals.
“That’s what we all want for our students.
That’s what I hear loud and clear when I’m
listening to conversations on campus — when
I hear what makes Edinboro special for them,”
said Somerville.
She also noted that in her career, she’s noticed

See Forum, A3
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Theatre on
campus — A
year in review
Read about how
students have stepped
up to keep things
afloat, A4.
Lacrosse wins on Senior Day, B1.
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Highland Ambassadors host
etiquette dinner for EU
students and faculty
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Chief of Staff to Ryan Bizzarro, Tim Vickey, teaches EU students the fundamentals of
etiquette. He talked proper dress, speaking points and cultural etiquette.

By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

On Thursday, April 18, the Edinboro
Highland Ambassadors hosted the annual
etiquette dinner in Van Houten Dining Hall.
When the doors opened at 4:30 p.m., partakers
could be found in Van South dressed dapperly
and mingling with others.
Guests such as students, faculty members
and other invites filled the floor by the start
of the event. Associate Vice President for
Student Affairs Dr. Stacie Wolbert; Marilyn
Goellner, vice president for advancement; and
Dr. Michael Hannan, interim president of the
university were also in attendance.
Highland Ambassador President Kelly
Krechowski first welcomed guests and gave
opening remarks. Krechowski then invited
special guest Tim Vickey — chief of staff for
state Rep. Ryan Bizzarro — to begin the night’s
presentation.
Vickey led the presentation throughout the
entirety of the evening. He discussed topics
such as proper dress, proper speaking points
at the table and etiquette in other cultures.
Throughout dinner, Vickey spoke of topics
such as where to place your napkin when
eating, tipping standards and more.
Each place setting was set identically, and
the speaker explained this set-up to the guests,
including how to properly use the utensils.
Before each course, Vickey explained proper
etiquette for the particular food they would be
encountering next.
Guests were served five different courses,
including: French onion soup and rolls, a
wedge salad, lemon sorbet, chicken parmesan
and fettucine, and a cheesecake trifle. The
Highland Ambassadors thought ahead as they
also logged guests’ dietary differences and
planned accordingly.
As the event drew to a close, Vickey gave
his closing remarks and the guests slowly left
after finishing out conversations with those at
their tables.
“Not everyone has the opportunity to
learn these skills, so coming to a dinner and
being talked through how to do those things
is important,” stated Highland Ambassadors
Vice President Samantha Johnson.

She continued: “I think a lot of people
learned a lot of things — especially even
just where to put your nametag — you (the
students learned a lot of things through the
presentation.”
Johnson added: “It was nice to walk through
it and to eat along with the presentation.”
In related events, Kristen Brockett —
manager of communications at the university
— was also recently appointed as a co-advisor
for the Highland Ambassadors.
“I was an ambassador when I was in
graduate school and I loved it. It was a great
opportunity for me to meet people, network
and build my communication skills. So,
when I was asked to be the co-advisor for the
Ambassadors, I was thrilled,” she exclaimed.
She went on to explain who the
Highland Ambassadors are: “The Highland
Ambassadors are a group on campus that
represent the student body at formal events,
the president’s events, open houses [and]
admissions events.”
She continued: “Their job is to represent the
university well and be the face of the campus.
When people come onto campus for the first
time, the ambassadors are there to welcome
them, give them directions if needed and to
make them feel comfortable here.”
Brockett then explained why an event like
this is very important for students. “Our
mission here at the university is to educate
students.” With this, she believes it’s also
equally important that they learn skills that
they will need outside of the classroom.
“You (the students) might know the business
principles that you learned in the classroom
— which is great — but you might have to do
business during a dinner.”
She explained that she is very excited to
continue working with Rachel Scofield, the
Highland Ambassadors and the student
body as the co-advisor of the Highland
Ambassadors.
“I am very excited that there were so many
people that attended tonight. It was great to be
able to sit down with students, to interact with
them and learn about business etiquette.”
Madi Gross | @edinboronow
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graduate assistant in the Center for Faculty
Excellence, on the origin of the initiative, said:
“the program initially began as a thought by Dr.
Kathleen Dailey. During her travels, Dr. Dailey
discovered the Little Free Library program and it
just took off from there.” The Little Free Library
program is funded by the Friends of the BaronForness Library, the EU provost funds and the
Alumni Association.
The premise of the little free library is simple:
read a book, take a book and give a book.
Members of the community can borrow books
for free as long as they replace it with another
book. This is free of charge.
“It’s important to have little free libraries
because they are free literacy resources within
community areas. We place them in public
locations where they are accessible to many
members of the community,” said Jones. “Many
library locations were selected based on the idea
of the location being a ‘book desert,’ meaning
that there were not many resources nearby.”
The Center for Faculty Excellence also
provides the books for the libraries. They hosted
a book donation drive in the Spring and Fall of
2018 and received over 7,000 books. They even
allot extra books so the organizations can refill
the libraries whenever they run out. These books
are housed in the bottom floor of the BaronForness Library.
“The EU Little Free Library committee

meets approximately once a month to discuss
the progress of libraries and discuss ideas. The
locations of the libraries are typically discussed
and decided upon by the committee during
these meetings. All of the libraries are located
at local businesses, non-profit organizations, or
schools within the area,” Jones said.
Little free libraries can be found all around
the Erie and Edinboro areas, according to Jones,
and the committee hopes to expand the reach of
the libraries in the future. They launched the first
library in Crawford County this semester, and
the committee is currently discussing locations
as far out as Grove City and areas in Pittsburgh.
Organizations who’ve built a little free library
this year include: The Highland Ambassadors,
the Graphic Design club, Student PSEA, Kappa
Delta Pi, Middle and Secondary Education club,
and the Health and Physical Education club. All
of these organizations have built libraries to go
all around the Edinboro and Erie community.
To find locations for the little free libraries,
you can go online to littlefreelibrary.org. Search
“Edinboro University” on the “Map” tab. Seven
new little free libraries were unveiled this
semester and six last semester. The Center for
Faculty Excellence hopes to unveil the 14th
free little library in the Fall of 2019 at the grand
opening of the ‘Boro pit.
Ishra Musa | @edinboronow

Panel
From A1
increase of 105 percent. Her second example
applied to wind turbine service technicians,
with an expected 96 percent increase.
She also shared information regarding
worldwide energy consumption,
based on the U.S. Energy Information
Administration, with one example covering
wind energy.
For 2008, this amount was tracked at over
65 trillion British thermal units (BTU), and
increased to around 229 trillion by 2018 —
an increase of 250 percent.
Gendlin then formally greeted the crowd
before addressing several political aspects
of the Green New Deal, one of which in that
it appeals to left-progressive ideals.
“73 percent of Americans believe
that climate change is happening,” he
said, sharing that this has increased “10
percentage points over the past four years.”
Meanwhile, 14 percent believe otherwise.
Gendlin declared that the problem with
climate change is obvious and believes that
the best approach to reducing it is to work
from the bottom-up, or starting locally and
moving outward, an approach Eisenhart
agreed with.
A Q&A session followed as the speakers

both answered questions and engaged in
commentary on topics including goals
related to the Green New Deal, plus areas
such as Edinboro and Erie.
Jenrette feels that we need to have a
serious political discussion about this.
“I think much of the country gets it, too
bad Washington doesn’t,” she said.
“Am I wrong to be pessimistic?,” asked
one audience member after commenting on
the nation’s politics.
One panelist described the need
to maintain hope in positive changes
happening, especially though the younger
generation. Gendlin thinks that neither
political party has been able to make these
problems real and personal enough for
people to start making progress, which
could occur for the rest of the world if the
U.S. became more involved.
“You need to get involved. We need to get
involved,” said Jenrette near conclusion.
Future topic ideas for the Uncomfortable
Conversations series should be directed to
Edinboro University interim provost Dr.
James Fisher at jdfisher@edinboro.edu.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow

ʻBoro Fest eats and activities
coming to downtown Friday night
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

The Edinboro University event planning
class is hosting the second annual ‘Boro Fest
this Friday, April 26. The event will begin
at 5 p.m. and will continue until 9 p.m. in
downtown Edinboro.
Attendees will have the option to
participate in various contests and
tournaments that will then generate proceeds

to charities such as the ANNA Shelter,
Shriner’s Hospital and ‘Boro Women and
Family Services. The contests include a wingtasting contest, cornhole tournament and disc
golf putting contest.
Local food trucks such as The Chameleon
will provide food. Edinboro alumnus Jason
Lavery of Lavery Brewing Company will
provide beer.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow
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Forum
From A1
that student success is directly
correlated to university
success.
This is why she believes
current EU strategic goals
— such as improving the
culture of student experience,
professional development,
and then support within and
outside of the campus — is the
right direction.
“Again, that speaks to a
community that is moving
forward, that has goals,
that has ambitions,” said
Somerville.
She continued by describing
what she believes she’s most
dedicated to: “Lastly, but never
least, our students. Many of
them (our students) come
from a variety of walks of life,
a variety of backgrounds, a
variety of high schools, and
they have entrusted us with
their education. Our job is to
make sure they’re not only
competent in their academic
life, in their area of expertise,
but also confident. We want
them to be whole people.”
Somerville then took
audience questions.
The first question asked
was: “What would be some
best practices to infuse in the
academic and student affairs
side?” Somerville responded
that not every best practice
works for every institution, so
she believes that the true best
practice is collaboration from
both sides to resolve any issues.
Somerville then elaborated
more on collaboration
when someone asked what
her overall thoughts and
philosophy was on shared
governance.
“For me, shared governance
is about that conversation
of where you’re headed as a
university, and that goes to
leadership and leadership
style. I believe that that
kind of formal and informal
communication is important.
I think that’s how we come up
with decisions and how some
of the best decisions are made
because there’s wisdom in a
group,” she explained.
Finally, someone asked if
there was anything that EU
was missing and whether or
not the university was a good
package.
“I’m under no illusion
that Edinboro needs to be
something other than what
Edinboro is. I believe that if
there’s a sense of community,
that while it has some needs,
those who come along
as a community heal and
moves forward,” concluded
Somerville.
After all questions were
addressed, Somerville then
asked what the people there
wanted from a president, to

which the most common
answer was “long-term
stability,” “trust” and
“promoting student success.”
James Conwell
The second of Edinboro
University’s four finalists in
the running for president,
Dr. James C. Conwell, visited
campus on Tuesday. Among
other meet-and-greets, the
university held an open forum
to discuss the priorities of
the candidate, as well as the
thoughts of the campus and
student body.
Conwell first gave his
background. Growing up
around Pittsburgh, he attended
the University of Tennessee
and Vanderbilt before taking
up a career in engineering.
Later, he left to change course
and pursue a career in higher
education. After working
at several schools, he later
settled for 5 1/2 years at the
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology in Terre Haute,
Indiana.
Citing the similarities
between Terre Haute and
the Edinboro and Erie
area, Conwell stressed the
importance of enriching the
area. Of the Edinboro students
and faculty, he said, “I saw
the passion and the energy…
people want to make Edinboro
successful.”
For Conwell, one of the
big takeaways from his visit
was the drive of the people at
the university: “It’s been an
interesting day, but one that
has had the common theme of
the commitment of the campus
to making sure that each and
every person here is interested
in wanting to help make
Edinboro succeed.”
Conwell then began taking
audience questions.
One audience member
inquired as to how he would
anticipate the changes that
would come with evolving
campus climate and campus
growth.
In order to ensure this
happens, Conwell stressed
that connections made at
the university have to be
maintained after graduation.
He said, “I think it’s really
imperative that a place like
Edinboro have a lifetime
connection to its alumni,”
adding that it would provide an
effective channel of feedback
and communication.
Overall, he seeks to make
Edinboro innovative, which
he defined as being “nimble
and reactive to the needs of
the student body and alumni,”
which will, in turn, help them
adapt in the future.
Another asked, simply:
“Why Edinboro?”
Once more mentioning
his former school, Conwell
pointed out another similarity
between the two schools that
drew him in, which was being
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a “student-centric” campus.
Edinboro, according to
Conwell, is able to provide
a well-rounded and broad
education that can prepare
students for the world beyond
the requirements of their
majors. He explained, “I’m
convinced that it’s very difficult
to teach in four years what
you’ll need in a 40-year career.”
In addition, he posited
that teaching students to
have “essential skills,” such as
communication, discussion
and writing, as well as a
commitment to lifelong
learning, is the most effective
way to prepare students.
He was next asked about
what he could provide in his
leadership position.
Conwell, knowing of
Edinboro’s commitment to
the newly drafted strategic
plan, is ready to execute. He
said, “I think I’m experienced
in taking strategic plans…
and making that a reality.” In
addition, he cited his abilities
in fundraising, conveying
that it is a skill that would
complement the position well.
He also mentioned that an
effort to attract more students,
perhaps more on the side of
marketing or overall image
of the university, would
be required to expand the
capabilities of the university.
He wants to create a “clear,
exciting proposition…that
can be easily articulated that
will enable [us] to attract the
best in the world to come to
Edinboro.”
Conwell then switched it
up and asked the audience
a question: what is holding
Edinboro back from growth?
Among the answers were
the past instability in university
leadership and a lack of
communication between
faculty and students.
Conwell responded, citing
seven words used by the
Association of Governing
Boards of Universities and
Colleges that help with
correspondence with others:
“Trust, collaboration,
communication, transparency,
inclusiveness, honesty and
integrity.” He emphasized
that these would be put into
practice if he were in office.
He ended his remarks with
a glowing recommendation of
the campus: “This campus has
such a commitment to making
it happen…Who wouldn’t
want to be part of a place like
this?”
The name of the chosen
candidate for the office
of president of Edinboro
University is expected to be
released later this summer.
Livia Homerski
@edinboronow
Nathan Brennan
@edinboronow
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A geosciences professor panel discussed the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord.

From Pittsburgh to Paris
Geosciences department hosts climate change panel
By Nathan Brennan
Arts Editor

A full house was in attendance in
Compton Hall on Earth Day for the showing
of a new documentary and subsequent
discussion about climate change.
Moderated by geosciences professor
Dr. Baher Ghosheh, a panel screened the
2018 documentary “Paris to Pittsburgh,” a
detailed account of the efforts of Pittsburgh
mayor Bill Peduto, along with countless
other cities, to combat the United States’
withdrawal from the Paris Agreement on
climate change.
According to the website for the United
Nations, the goal of the agreement, with
the signed support of 195 countries, is
bringing, “all nations into a common cause
to undertake ambitious efforts to combat
climate change and adapt to its effects,
with enhanced support to assist developing
countries to do so.”
The U.S., however, will withdraw from
the agreement around 2020 on the orders

of President Donald Trump, who said in
a tweet in 2017, “I was elected by voters of
Pittsburgh, not Paris.”
Pittsburgh mayor Bill Peduto responded,
“As the Mayor of Pittsburgh, I can assure
you that we will follow the guidelines of
the Paris Agreement for our people, our
economy and future.”
The efforts of Pittsburgh and many
other parts of the U.S. were detailed in the
documentary, as well as different aspects
of climate change that can be remedied by
immediate action.
After watching a portion of the
documentary, Ghosheh opened up the
f loor to three professors in the geosciences
department to give brief remarks from their
experience in the field and research. The
professors were Dr. Kerry Moyer, Dr. Laurie
Parendes and Dr. Karen Eisenhart.
Read the entire article at edinboronow.
com
Nathan Brennan | @edinboronow

EU Beehive,
Conneaut Lake
Park team up
for unveiling
Photos: The Spectator

On Tuesday, the second floor of
the Baron-Forness Library served
host to the collaboration between
Edinboro’s branch of the NWPA
Innovation Beehive Network and
local staple Conneaut Lake Park.
At the press conference, a new
print campaign was unveiled, along
with a newly designed iteration of the park’s mascot (Top). The campus’ Center for
Branding and Strategic Communication works with local businesses and non-profits,
providing clients with design and social media management assistance. It is part of
the Beehive Network.
Right: Jim Becker, executive director of the Economic Progress Alliance of Crawford
County, the park’s current management group, speaks about the collaboration.
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Dinosaur designs adorn Bates

Photos: Nathan Brennan

Punch put dinosaurs on her many one-of-a-kind pinch pot cups for sale, which also
featured metallic flowers and prints.

Photo: Knelstrom ltd from Pexels.com

In a call-back to Issue 15 of The Spectator, cinema major Alex Ho is once again featured.

Recapturing the moment
The inspiration of student ﬁlmmaker Alex Ho
By Jamie Heinrich
Staff Writer

In the final Artist Spotlight of
this volume of The Spectator, staff
writer Jamie Heinrich revisits her
story of student filmmaker Alex Ho.
He was first featured in Issue 15,
and we now provide more depth on
his journey.

Intentional about capturing
moments and immersing
audiences into other people’s
worlds, senior cinema major
Alex Ho makes his art
with purpose. Rooting for
underdogs and showcasing
other local artists through
his short films, Ho aims
to bring a professionalism
and work ethic into the
Edinboro University (EU) art
community.
Originally from Singapore,
Ho and his family migrated
to the U.S. in December 2005.
He started his college career at
Westminster College as a dual
major in communications and
English, then transferred to
EU as a sophomore to be part
of the cinema program.
Wanting to give back and
be a part of something greater
than himself, Ho then joined
the U.S. National Guard in
2013 and has served there
since. Sydney Moore, a friend
and peer of Ho, explained
how she has seen him grow
personally and professionally
through his time with the
National Guard.
“He (Ho) understands what
it means to be responsible
and what it means to hold up
your end of the bargain — so
to speak. He’s definitely not

uptight as a person at all, but
he becomes a professional
while still having a comforting
personality while doing
photoshoots and being on
film sets with non-actors. He
also has the work ethic that
signifies that he will get the
work, that’s necessary, done
and on time.”
In March, Ho participated
in the 10th Annual Michael
V Gmitter Memorial Art
Scholarship Competition.
One of 15 students chosen
to participate, he believed
the competition: “helped me
see how talented our other
artists in Edinboro were.
And [to see] how uniquely
each person’s art form takes
on their own.” Further, he
said, “It helped my career by
motivating and inspiring me
to be amongst such driven
people who are so passionate
about their art.”
Ho’s favorite work created
at Edinboro is a short
film, titled “Handmade.”
The film showcases a local
woodworker, giving viewers
a glimpse into the master
craftsmanship that goes into
each piece and the beauty of
human creation.
“The inspiration (behind
‘Handmade’) came from
wanting to see and bring to
light things and people who
are being overlooked in their
craft,” he explained. The film
was entered into the David
Winekauf Film Festival
in 2016, and it was also
showcased in the Gmitter Art
Scholarship Competition.
Ho has grown professionally

and personally at his time at
EU. Noah Shettel, a junior
film and cinema major said:
“I’ve seen Alex (Ho) grow
into a more professional
artist and actually more of an
entrepreneur in creative fields.
He’s sort of taken the fine art
aspects that they teach us
here at Edinboro and applies
them to his work in wedding
photography.”
Shettel took multiple film
classes with Ho and described
Ho’s ability to rise above, at
times, tough circumstances in
the film major.
When asked about the
philosophy behind his work,
Ho said: “I think it is very
important to give glory to
my maker; that is something
that I want my work to be
known for. I think we live in
an amazing world, a beautiful
world that God has created.
I believe he (God), has given
me the talents and has given
me the eye to create art.”
Right now, Ho is working
on a new short documentary
that will be released in May
2019.
“I am working on another
small business spotlight.
[I am] focusing in on little
beautiful moments in their
craft.” Upon graduation, he
said, “I would like to work for
a production company [and]
learn more of the industry and
grow in my visual production.”
Check out Ho’s photography
and a selection of his films at
AlexHoStudios.com.
Jamie Heinrich
@edinboronow

By Livia Homerski
Executive Editor

“A Star-Crossed Event in Dino District” was an exhibit put on by ceramics graduate student
Chanakarn Semachai, otherwise known as “Punch,” for her senior exhibition. It was on display in
Bates Gallery from April 15-19, with the reception being held on Thursday, April 18.
In her artist statement, Semachai recalls the story of a man who went to prison before cell phones
and social media took over. When he was released, he was shocked to find that everyone had ditched
talking to each other for talking through headphones, and everyone was staring at electronic tablets
instead of newspapers. She was inspired by this story and related to it, which is why she created a
dinosaur-themed work.
“Sometimes when I go to new places or surround myself with a new environment, I feel like I’m
a dinosaur. I think people will see that I do not belong. I think about these things a lot, and then
I realized that it’s just an insecurity and it is completely normal to have them. We should embrace
our differences and find ways to live with it. I would like to send a message through my art that
encourages people to accept that everybody is unique, and that is what makes people special as
individuals,” stated Semachai in the artist statement.
Semachai’s interpretations of dinosaurs in the modern age looks less like “Jurassic Park” and more
like a quirky Adult Swim show. Her dinos sport fishnet tights and eclectic patterns while doing keg
stands, sitting in shopping carts, or catching butterflies. Their textures, designs and color palettes
speak to the many unique qualities that each individual has and what they like to do.
For those interested in learning more, visit numpucsh.com to see more of Semachai’s art and where
to purchase it.
Livia Homerski | ae.spectator@gmail.com
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Nicole Drayer, Edinboro alumna, will release her new book on April 27.

Edinboro alumna releases book
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

On April 27, Edinboro University alumna
Nicole Drayer will be releasing her first book,
“Peace by Piece: Surrendering All That Is
Beautifully Broken.” The book focuses on
Drayer’s relationship with God and her journey
as a mother, wife and Christian.
Drayer is from Natrona, Pennsylvania — a
small town in the eastern Pittsburgh suburbs.
Drayer, who graduated from ‘Boro in December
of 1996 with a degree in education, found a
home at Edinboro while in school, as it was
“perfect” for her for several different reasons.
“Edinboro was the perfect university for me
because of its amazing education program, while
not being too far away from home. Also, I liked
[the] fact that it was smaller. I didn’t want to
be on a larger campus and feel overwhelmed,”
Drayer said.
After graduating from Edinboro, Drayer
married Edinboro alumnus Greg Drayer. She
spent several years working with her husband
in their youth ministry. Drayer also worked as a
leading support teacher for Shaler Area Middle
School and then as a Title I reading and language
arts teacher at Springfield Elementary School.
In 2003, Drayer retired from teaching to take
on a new job as a stay-at-home mom. She is now
a mother of three. While raising her children, she
was able to receive her master’s degree in reading
by taking Edinboro’s online classes.
She is currently getting back into teaching as a
substitute teacher for the Plum Borough School
District, where her children attend.
Drayer identifies as a Christian. She has
been a devoted Christian since she was a
child. However, her relationship with God has
not always been sturdy. Growing up, Drayer
explained that she didn’t understand the “great
love” God had for her, which in turn affected her
personal relationship with God.
This relationship with God changed once
she started at EU. During her first two years
at Edinboro, Drayer struggled with anxiety,
depression and extreme home sickness. Despite
her love for both her professors and classes,
she still struggled, which led her to consider
dropping out.
“I was making very poor choices which led to
my own demise. It was then that I met Jesus for
the first time. I was 19 years old,” Drayer said. “As
I knelt down by my bed, I cried out a prayer of
surrender and deep need for Jesus to forgive my

sins and fill my life.”
Drayer received further help from one of her
special education professors, Dr. Ruth NashThompson. With help from Nash-Thompson
and her faith, Drayer felt the confidence needed
to finish school. After becoming more serious in
her faith, Drayer began attending the University
Christian Fellowship on campus. There she made
friends and eventually began to attend a church
near campus; it was there she met her husband.
Drayer decided to tell her story 15 years ago
after, as she explained, God told the new mom to
share her tale.
“I knew I was to share my story when I was
29 years old and had my son, Caleb,” Dryer said.
“One night, I was rocking my baby boy to sleep,
and God nudged my head for the first time to
write. He gave me specific words that I tucked
away from some time.”
It wasn’t until about two years ago that Drayer
was absolutely convinced to share her story. “I
was fervently seeking the Lord through Bible
study, discipleship and prayer, and God spoke
loud and clear, ‘Now Nicole.’ It was then, I knew,”
Drayer explained.
Very few people in Drayer’s family have read
part of the book — her husband, her parents
and a select group of friends — but, they’ve been
very supportive. However, Drayer is not ready
to share it with her children. “There is much I
need to discuss with them first. My two oldest
teenagers will be ready soon,” Drayer said.
Despite the fact that writing the book was
“the most difficult thing” Drayer has done, she
realized that she “cannot escape this call or run
from God.”
Now that the release date is just days away,
there are several things Drayer hopes people get
from her book. For Christians, Drayer hopes
that her book will influence their relationship
with God in a positive way. For non-Christians,
Drayer’s prayer is that they find God and find
a relationship with him. For college students,
Drayer would like them to understand that they
are not alone. But overall, she hopes that all her
readers are inspired.
“My prayer has always been that my reader
would be encouraged and find hope where is
has been lost,” Drayer said. “I hope that readers
would find some common ground and see
themselves in my story and be inspired.”
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow
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Out Now
RCA Records

Cage the Elephant
“Social Cues”

This past Friday, alt-rock band
Cage the Elephant released a powerful
album — an experience which hits on
multiple different hardships. “Social
Cues” is the band’s fifth studio album
and features 13 tracks.
The opener, “Broken Boy,” starts out
with a low quality intro and merges
into an upbeat surf tune. Although the
lyrics are pretty repetitive, the song
takes the listener through childhood
trauma and the lack of motivation.
Like most of the songs, “The War
is Over” talks about the frontman’s
recent divorce. Listening to the track,
you can definitely feel the pain and
agony of the split. Matt Shultz sings,
“What’s the point in living, when
living feels like dying?”
“Skin and Bones,” the fifth track,

screams Arctic Monkeys. Specifically,
it reminds me of “Why’d You Only
Call Me When You’re High” by the
English rock band, because of how
similar the lead vocals are. The song
has a synthetic guitar back that helps
create a hypnotic rock vibe. It even has
an edgy kick that the Arctic Monkeys
practically created.
Lyrically, “House of Glass” is the
best song on the album. The track is
upbeat with a constant and interesting
guitar riff. Feeling useless, Cage the
Elephant wrote this track to show
how fragile life can be. The lyrics
are meaningful and clearly thought
through, using metaphors to get the
point across. To quote the song: “The
house is glass. It’s an illusion, this
admiration.”

The band ends their album with
the 13th track, “Goodbye.” With such
a fitting title, the song is slow and
sports a melodramatic backing to the
upsetting lyrics. Obviously in pain, the
singer feels disappointment in the fact
that things aren’t working out.
Overall, “Social Cues” by Cage
the Elephant describes a difficult
divorce and the lack of motivation.
The Kentucky-based band came back
with a powerful, alternative album that
many listeners can connect and relate
to.
Standout tracks: “House of Glass”
and “Skin and Bones.”
8/10
Caylie Ratkiewicz | @edinboronow

Out Now
Atlantic Records

Lizzo

“Cuz I Love You”
Lizzo, real name Melissa Vivienne
Jefferson, is a 30-year-old singersongwriter. She has been a founding
member of five different indie hiphop girl groups and her debut album,
“Lizzobangers,” came out in 2013. Her
newest is the highly anticipated “Cuz I
Love You.”
The album opens with the title track
— a mixture of Adele and burlesque. The
song starts with the lines, “I’m crying
because I love you,” sung with powerful,
burlesque-like vocals, while the music then
comes in. The music is, at times, driven by
slower, powerful keys, fitting the writing
perfectly. The faster part of the song seems
out of place with the content that’s behind
it.
“Like A Girl,” the second song, is a
girl-power anthem. “Woke up feeling like
a girl/ Even if there ain’t no precedent,
switching up the messages/I’m about to

By Mason Kuhr
Page Designer

It was one of the first
days of high school in my
freshmen world history
class when my teacher asked
a question, the answer to
which I will never forget. He
walked into the classroom,
dramatically slammed the
door and said: “Alright class,
one thing we gotta lock
into: What is the meaning
of ‘entertainment’?” A girl
in the back raises her hand
and says, “It’s something
that makes you laugh and
smile and stuff.” My teacher’s
rebuttal (brace yourself):
“OK, so let’s say I walk
into this classroom with a
loaded handgun and I blow
your head off. And I’m
laughing and smiling. Is that
entertainment?”
The answer was obviously
“no,” and yes, that was an
extreme response to a wrong
answer, but it was that day
I learned in a history class
what entertainment means.
To paraphrase my teacher,
entertainment is a means to
occupy the mind and escape
all worries, fears and toils of
everyday life.
Personally, I have always
found my escape through
music and theatre, so from

add a little estrogen,” opens up the song
and the girl power just grows from there.
The song continues with Lizzo talking
about how she provides for herself and
how she does everything “like a girl.” The
music picks up during the chorus and
the “like a girl” that’s sung after the main
lyrics makes it hard not to dance.
Lizzo slows down her sound with songs
like “Jerome” and “Cuz I Love You,” but
typically it’s a mixture of pop, hip-hop
and soul, with a dash of electro-like
instrumentals. “Juice,” a bop that’s more
suited to dancing than most of the songs
on the album, has a very Bruno Mars-like
approach. The thought that Mars’ vocals
could easily blend into the song occurs
more than once while listening.
It’s hard to determine if Lizzo’s sound
has changed with this album, as all her
songs have their own unique vibe that fits
within a broader category. Comparing

a very young age, Broadway
musicals have been my bread
and butter. For the longest
time, that’s all Broadway
musicals were to me, just
merely entertainment. That
all changed my senior year of
high school when one of my
acquaintances forced me to
listen to the Broadway cast
recording of “Hamilton: An
American Musical.”
Senior year was a
tumultuous time in my life.
I was constantly living in
a weird state of cognitive
dissonance, where I was
really anxious about starting
my future upon entering
college, yet also lacked the
motivation to do anything
or care about anything. I was
afraid of losing my friends
due to the distance, worried
that I chose the wrong major
or school, and I was terrified
of the unknown future that
lies before me in just a few
short months. Then, the
voice of Lin-Manuel Miranda
took me on a journey
through the life of Alexander
Hamilton.
This story not only
entertained me, but inspired
me to keep moving onward
and striving for a higher
education. One of the major
themes of this show is the

her latest album to her first, she puts forth
a broader range of vocals now, and the
instrumentals are not as loud as they once
were.
Lizzo may sing pump-up songs used
to build your confidence, but she keeps
her personality in the tracks. Her humor
peeks through with an outro of curse
words that ends “Like A Girl,” and it acts
as a reminder that while Lizzo comes off as
extremely confident in most of her songs,
she’s still a regular person.
Standout tracks: “Like A Girl” and
“Cuz I Love You”
9/10
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow
Photo: John J. Kim/Chicago
Tribune/TNS

importance of time and
seizing opportunities, and
the songs that best projected
these ideals became my
study anthems. Songs like
“My Shot,” “Guns and Ships,”
“History Has Its Eyes On
You” and “Who Lives, Who
Dies, Who Tells Your Story”
became my mantras to finish
high school, making me
anxious to war with college
and start my life.
It was for the remaining
few months of senior
year and the majority of
freshman year of college
that I constantly had that
soundtrack on a loop. I
know it’s a very strange
sentiment, but I’m confident
in saying that if it weren’t
for Lin-Manuel Miranda’s
musical telling of the life of
America’s first secretary of
the treasury, I don’t think
I would’ve graduated high
school. For those of you who
are thinking, “I’m pretty
sure I hate musicals,” or “a
hip-hop musical sounds
awful,” or even those of you
who have never even heard
of Hamilton, give the album
a listen.
Mason Kuhr
@edinboronow
Graphic: Jalil Robinson
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Tyler Pew stands with The Avondales, the Ashtabula-based band he fronts.

EUP student talks punk band experience
By Collin Alekson
Staff Writer

Tyler Pew is a sophomore secondary
education, social studies major. On the side, he’s
the lead singer of the up and coming punk band,
The Avondales.
According to their Bandcamp page, The
Avondales are a “Grass fed punk rock band
proudly representing Ashtabula, Ohio.”
Pew explained the origins of The Avondales,
which started in fall 2017 when he and his friend
Brandon Long “were messing around with music
on an acoustic guitar and a little box drum in his
crappy apartment.”
He continued, “We started transferring our
acoustic stuff that we were working on into punk
songs and it went from there.”
Not long after Pew and Long’s jam session,
they enlisted the help of their future drummer,
Alex Smallwood. After the trio had played a few
gigs around Ashtabula, they soon discovered
their bass player, Brad McGirr, who completed
the lineup.
Describing the process of conceiving a band
name, Pew said, “we were coming up with names
and they all kind of sucked,” before settling on
Long’s suggestion of The Avondales, named after
the street he grew up on.
Reflecting on his and Long’s past experience
in the theatre arts, Pew stated that: “it’s definitely
a big change going from singing pretty musical
theatre stuff to loud punk rock music. I never
thought we’d be doing it, but here we are.”
The Avondales have enjoyed success in
performing at venues in Ohio, ranging from
Ashtabula to Cleveland. “Every show is a party,
[and] if you come to one Avondale’s show, be

ready for a party because that’s what you’re going
to get.”
Their self-titled EP, scheduled to drop on May
18, features tracks with titles like “Road Head”
and “Alexxxis, Texxxasss.”
“Road Head,” according to Pew, has “always
been a crowd favorite and it’s cool to hear people
sing the words of it.”
Another standout song, titled “My Girl,”
begins as a slow rockabilly style ballad that
progresses into their usual punk rock vibe.
“As a band, we have a little bit of everything,”
explained Pew. “It’s more intricate than you
would think for a normal punk band.”
Pew talked of the band’s influences, which
included a local band in Ohio, Drawing of Flies,
which he said “offered to record us for free.”
Musical influences for the band as described
by Pew had been “old-style punk bands,” which
included the Dead Boys, blink-182, Dead
Kennedys and Descendents.
Looking toward the future of the band, Pew
is optimistic. “We just sold out our first show
about a month ago which is really cool, and I
think we’re still growing as a group. It’s a good
direction.”
Pew gave some insight on the band’s plans for
this year after their EP release.
“We’re hoping this winter to go on a weeklong or two-week-long tour. We have some
contacts in South Carolina we might go to or
maybe tour the tri-state area and go into New
York, Pennsylvania and Ohio.”
The Avondale’s upcoming EP is being released
on May 18 and will be available on Amazon
Music, Apple Music, Spotify and Bandcamp.
Collin Alekson | @edinboronow
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Theatre looks back at season, sold out shows
By Nathan Brennan
Arts Editor

With the end of another semester
comes the end to another season of
theatre at Edinboro.
Presenting shows such as “The
Musical Comedy Murders of 1940,”
a night of “Jokes and Dagger”
improvisation, “The Addams Family
Musical” and a night of “One Acts,”
it was a varied experience in spring
2019.
The community rewarded that
variety.
For the “Addams Family Musical”
alone, seven out of the eight
showings were sold out, according
to Alpha Psi Omega (ΑΨΩ) theatre
fraternity treasurer Mikhail Ferree.
However, Ferree traced this
recent success back to last year’s
production of “Arsenic and Old
Lace.” While that show did not
break even, they did sell out for two
of their showings. This led them to
work more on their advertising to
try to turn a profit.
Their efforts paid off with “The
Musical Comedy Murders of 1940.”
“We saw the highest attendance of
any show in years, all thanks to our
student-led initiatives packing the
theater,” said Ferree.
Coming off of the success of this
show, they prepared to produce
“The Addams Family Musical”;
unfortunately, this brought its own
set of issues. “I was worried about
the ‘Addams Family’ because two
other local theaters were producing
it just a month or two before us,
and a third theater right after us. I
was worried that there wouldn’t be
a demand for ‘Addams,’ that people
wouldn’t come to see it because they
already had elsewhere, and that we
wouldn’t get the rights because of
saturation,” said Ferree. “However,
despite all of that, we still managed
to captivate the town and sell out
almost completely.”
The success of the show was also
seen by Alpha Psi Omega president

Maddie Krol, who said: “The theatre
has been doing fairly well recently.
Advertising has gotten a lot better
for us, and we have been doing our
best to encourage as much student
participation as possible.”
Ferree agreed, finding that in
addition to advertising, a factor
that played into their recent success
has been a new method of selling
tickets. “[We have] a new system
that enables us to reserve seats and
get people RSVP’d ahead of time.
People were finding out that tickets
were selling fast, and so they were
more eager to come see our show.
That is probably the biggest boon
we’ve had to the theatre this year.”

This is only the
beginning of an
upward trend.

— Mikhail Ferree,
ΑΨΩ Treasurer

All of this helped to create a great
feeling of satisfaction for the cast, as
well as the director of the “Addams
Family Musical,” Joey Asti.
Of his experience, Asti said:
“Honestly, and this sounds dramatic,
but it was the most rewarding thing
I’ve ever done. It was amazing to
get to see the growth of the cast, as
a family and as individuals. While
it was exhausting at times, it was
worth it to see the reactions of
audience members.”
Asti conveyed that there was
another possible draw for the soldout audiences. “I think the cast had
a lot to do with it. We had such a
talented group of individuals, and
I think that after a few shows the
word got out and people wanted
to see it for themselves,” he said. “I
think the name had a lot to do with
it, as well. People love the Addams,

and I think some of the people
wanted to see them in person. I
think we ended up with the perfect
show and the perfect cast, and when
that happens, it’s truly magical.”
It’s a trend that is much needed,
because, as mentioned in previous
articles in The Spectator (See
stories in Issue 14 and Issue 19), the
circumstances the theatre students
find themselves in is certainly
unique.
Ferree explained further: “In
the wake of losing our major and
minor, the onus of maintaining
and regulating the theatre has
fallen on the students, and as we’re
learning how to do this, we have
become more organized and united.
This organization has started to
create sustainable theatre and has
finally put us on a path that can be
financially viable, and we’re working
hard to continue that going into this
next season.”
This is a sentiment shared by
Asti. “I think that the show serves as
proof that theatre is far from dead
on this campus,” he said. “I think it
sends a clear signal that regardless of
limitations, we have the ability and
drive to keep theatre going on this
campus. I hope that the traction we
have built stays put, and that we can
start working to make theatre more
and more prominent on Edinboro’s
campus.”
Ferree concluded: “It’s been
an absolute pleasure seeing the
growth in success of the theatre
rise so rapidly, but this is only the
beginning of an upward trend.
There is still a lot of work to be done
to keep it going, but I believe that
will happen.”
While they have not yet
announced the show lineup for
next semester, the theatre groups at
Edinboro hope to continue to put
on quality shows despite the odds
against them.
Nathan Brennan
ae.spectator@gmail.com
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A scene from a performance of ‘The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940.’

Photo: Amber Chisholm

The main cast poses after a showing of ‘The Addams Family Musical.’

Photo: Amber Chisholm

Zombies 1 and 2 approach in ‘10 Ways to Survive the Zombie Apocalypse.’

Review: EU closes out season
with ‘A Night of One Acts’
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Photos: Amber Chisholm

Abby Ricci gives advice to Gavin Dewey in a performance of ‘He Said She Said.’

Eddie Reash shocked at what he has to deal with as Morgan Gore stands aside.

As the semester comes to an end, members
of the University Players and Alpha Psi Omega
put on one final production for the school
year with “A Night of One Acts.”
Running from April 18-20 in Edinboro
University’s Diebold Center for the
Performing Arts, creativity and hilarity
ensued with four plays covering topics like
zombies, intervention, betrayal and so on.
The first segment, called “The Intervention
and Extraction of a Pandemic Malediction,”
written and directed by Morgan Gore,
involved a couple confronting and attempting
to help their son deal with an extreme yet
vulgar syndrome through an exhaustive
effort.
Next was “He Said She Said,” which taps
into the nuisance and devastation of gossip,
though one character emerges victorious in a
cleverly romantic way.
Third in line was “Dungeons and Dorks,”
written and directed by Mikhail Ferree.
A stage manifestation of “Dungeons and
Dragons,” this play is based on the game
that Ferree has played for years now and, not
surprisingly, quite enjoys.
Whether or not the audience was familiar
with the “D&D” material, “it just kind of
brings to life what we imagine in our heads
on the stage,” said Ferree, who enjoys doing
theatre with “friends being friends.”
These friends embarked on both an acting

and action-filled adventure. There were
intense fight scenes, packed moments of
deception, and this wasn’t the only segment in
which an occasional drink was taken.
Finally, each crowd member was able to
train their brain, or prevent it from being
eaten, in an educational skit called “10 Ways
to Survive the Zombie Apocalypse.”
Senior Sarah Wheaton, who directed this
play, chose this topic not only because of her
like for zombies, but also based on the written
work of author Don Zolidis.
As she is graduating soon, she has found
this experience to be “very emotional,”
sharing that she “couldn’t have asked for a
better cast or better people to work with.”
In mention of the cast, a few members came
up with their own ideas for this play, such as
the Kung Fu fight scene between Eddie Reash,
aka “Jimmy,” and one of the zombies played
by Cammie Teeters.
Hope Errera, who held a role in the last
two segments, relates to her character “Nick”
in “Dungeons and Dorks” as he can be a
troublemaker yet knows how to have fun.
Ferree kept the atmosphere lighthearted
and conversational with both the cast and
audience between plays, frequently checking
in with costume changes before focusing back
toward the crowd, who likely experienced
both shock and humor in a repetitive cycle.
Brief ly sharing his own writing and
directing experiences along with his own
enjoyment of the show, he told the audience,
“I make no promises of quality,
just quantity.”
“How’s everybody enjoying it
so far?” he asked at one point, to
which the audience answered in
applause.
Ferree described this show as
a way to de-stress before finals,
not to mention something that’s
bittersweet.
He eventually gave thanks
and brought the cast out for one
final bow before everyone said
farewell.
The feeling of hard work
paying off could definitely
be felt throughout the room,
and now potential audience
members and actors have no
choice but to eagerly await what
happens next.

Amber Chisholm
@edinboronow
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Across
1 Result of littering, maybe
4 Recipe direction
8 Round paths
14 Airport info
15 Minorca, por ejemplo
16 Promote
17 Frantic activity at a clothing
sale?
19 How some insults are veiled
20 Luster
21 Electric guitar effect
23 Meh
24 Comedy bit
26 Wooden bird sculpture?
28 Recreational walk
31 European relative of aloha
32 Financial claim

33 Heroic poetry
35 Scheming wife of Augustus
40 With 42-Across, white-collar
crime ... and a hint to four Across
answers
42 See 40-Across
44 Mongol invader
45 “__ Tired”: Beatles “White
Album” song
47 Long-gone time
48 Plant with therapeutic sap
50 Ball VIPs
52 Cereal maker’s storage
building?
56 Longtime NBC hit
57 Drive-in need
58 Ivan IV, from 1547 to 1584
60 Passageway
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64 Theater company
66 Dispassionate bivalve?
68 Fairy tale sibling
69 Logician’s adverb
70 “Really? Me?”
71 Tired
72 Precious
73 Favorite
Down
1 Coat holders
2 Wasatch Front state
3 Opposite of embiggen
4 Traffic stopper, perhaps
5 Leb. neighbor
6 Diamond concern
7 Spicy sauce
8 Capital NNW of Albany

9 Cheer syllable
10 Euphoria
11 “You don’t need to tell me”
12 Home of the Drillers of Class
AA baseball
13 Watch surreptitiously
18 Colorful tropical flower
22 Middle management issues?
25 Cheer
27 Satchmo’s birthplace, briefly
28 Narrow opening
29 Turner with numbers
30 Enjoy an easy chair
34 Monastic leaders
36 Charmingly pastoral
37 Member of a Baroque consort
38 Memo heading
39 Survey range components

By Nancy Black

Tribune Content Agency
Today’s Birthday (04/25/19). Benefits flow
through shared accounts this year. Careful
planning saves time and money. Discover a
new enthusiasm. Launch a creative project
this summer, leading to changing travel
plans. Expand your boundaries next winter,
inspiring a shift in your artistic direction.
Express what is in your heart.
To get the advantage, check the day’s
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most
challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today
is an 8 — Keep practicing. Discipline
with your work builds the infrastructure
for a successful career. Plan and do the
homework. Take new territory. A revelation
illuminates new possibilities.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is
a 7 — Anticipate an educational change.
The completion of a project opens time for
something more fun. Reinforce foundational
structures. Learn the rules before attempting
to break them.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is an
8 — Financial discipline pays off. Collaborate
for a shared venture. Contribute what you
can. Review budgets and plans together. Put
your money where your heart is.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is a
9 — Coordinate efforts with your partner.
Keep your side of the bargain. Go above and
beyond. Take care of practical priorities and
then celebrate the results together.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is a 9
— Practice with mental as well as physical
discipline. Build and strengthen foundational
basics before advancing to more difficult

41 Meh
43 Takes badly?
46 Threatened
49 These days
51 Charm
52 Spa features
53 Like much of Oregon
54 Make amends
55 “I give up!”
59 Uncommon
61 Open-handed blow
62 Unconvincing, as an excuse
63 Put out
65 Energy
67 NY airport named for a mayor

moves. Your work is in demand.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is an
8 — Experience is the best teacher. Listen
to elders and young people. Investigate
your passion for deeper understanding.
Learn about love. Creativity flowers with
disciplined practice.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is
a 7 — Take care of domestic chores and
responsibilities. Take out the trash, and do
the dishes. Clean bathrooms and floors. Plan
the upgrades you’d love.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is a
7 — The dynamics of a conversation change.
Context is decisive. Keep your word, and
stay respectful. Communicate and exchange
resources with friends and allies.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is
an 8 — Stick to tested and reliable suppliers,
methods and partners. Profit through
providing excellent service. Keep your
financial agreements. Deliver on time and
on budget.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is
a 9 — Rely on your own talents and efforts.
Take charge, and do what it takes. Use best
quality materials. Self-discipline serves you
well. You’re growing stronger.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a 5
— You’re especially sensitive. Take quiet time
for yourself. Recharge and rest. Consider
where you’ve been and where you’re going.
Review plans to increase ease and comfort.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is
an 8 — Your team’s discipline is admirable.
Together, you’re formidable. Keep your
promises rigorously. Integrity provides
optimal workability. Play your part with all
your heart.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
A Taste of Paris

Boro Pit Groundbreaking Ceremony

Softball vs. Gannon University

Therapy Dog Visit

May 2019 Graduate Reception

Undergraduate Commencement

4/25 | All Day
Baron-Forness Library
Edinboro University

4/25 | 1 p.m.
Van Houten Dining Hall
Edinboro University

4/27 | 3 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium
Edinboro University

5/2 | 6:30 p.m.
Pogue Student Center | MPR
Edinboro University
Graduates encouraged to bring mentor

4/28 | 2:30 p.m.
Pogue Student Center
Edinboro University

5/4 | 10 a.m.
McComb Fieldhouse
Edinboro University

In The Community
Boro Fest

Erie Library Comic-Con

Great Lakes Beach Glass
& Coastal Arts Festival

Artsapalooza

4/26 | 5 p.m.
Downtown Edinboro
Edinboro

4/27 | 9 a.m.
Erie County Public Library
Erie

4/26 | 10 a.m.
Penn State Behrend
Erie

May 4-5 | 10 a.m.
Bayfront Convention Center
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
‘Isn’t it Romantic’
2019

Wednesday: 8 p.m. (Closed Captioned)
Thursday: 8 p.m.
Friday: 5 p.m. (CC), 8 p.m., 11 p.m.
Saturday: 8 p.m.
Sunday: 2 p.m.

SHOWTIMES:

Scot Cinema
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30th softball season
a special one for family

Photo: Ben McCullough

Lauren Gierlak prepares for a pitch during a game
against California University on April 3, while her father
watches from the third base coach’s box.

By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

change, “I was watching her before I was hitting and it just kind
of looked similar to what we hit in practice, and that was right in
my wheelhouse so I just went for it.”
She didn’t miss.
Lipinski sent the fifth pitch she’d seen in the game — her first
of the at-bat — over the left field fence once more, giving the
Fighting Scots an 8-0 lead. Games can end when a team leads by
eight runs after four-and-a-half innings, so Lipinski’s home run
walked off the nightcap.
“I’m on top of the world,” she said. “That’s the best game I’ve
ever played, honestly...A walk-off and a grand slam in the same
game is crazy.”
Lipinski’s heroics followed a 7-4 victory for the Scots in
the first game. She knocked in the first two runs there, with a
base hit in the first inning. Edinboro would rack up a 6-0 lead
heading into the fifth inning, but Amanda Metz surrendered her
first runs of the game on a solo home run to start the fifth. The
Lakers added a three-run home run to make it 6-4.
Edinboro added an insurance run in the sixth to produce
the final tally. Metz improved her record to 4-9, striking out six
batters through five innings of work.
“Amanda has come in and done a great job,” Head Softball
Coach Dan Gierlak said. “Amanda is not normally a strikeout

The pressure on a student-athlete with an athletic bloodline
can be daunting, especially when attending the same university
that their parents did.
It probably increases if you have a relative on your own
coaching staff.
But with her father at the helm of the softball program, her
brother as an additional coach, and her mother in the stands for
every game, Lauren Gierlak faces an entirely different kind of
pressure.
“It doesn’t stop on the field,” she said. “I go home and I get it.
I go in the car, I get it. It’s constant work for me, but I think that’s
what makes it better.”
Gierlak is one of the experienced athletes leading her father’s
softball team in his 30th season as head coach. A junior, she’s also
coached in the outfield by her older brother, Joey Gierlak, the
only one in the family who went to school elsewhere.
Their oldest sister, Alex, also played softball at Edinboro, and
Amy, the matriarch, was the 1989 Nancy Acker Award winner —
Edinboro’s top senior female athlete honor.
Amy Gierlak’s senior year of softball was Dan Gierlak’s first
season at the helm. 31 years later — Dan took a year off to
concentrate on his role as an assistant football coach in 1995 —
and Amy can be found sitting behind the backstop at nearly all of
Edinboro’s games.
Joey Gierlak makes it to every game he can — sometimes
having to show up during the game — but has to balance his
time at Edinboro with a paid position as a baseball coach at
Cambridge Springs High School. He chose to attend Clarion
University to play for their baseball squad in his college days.
“I am definitely the black sheep of the family,” he said of his
decision.
Dan Gierlak himself was also an athlete at Edinboro, lettering
as a defensive back on Edinboro’s football team.
Lauren Gierlak said having her family at her games is a
motivating factor more than anything.
“It’s definitely big. It means a lot,” she explained. “It means the
world to me to have them all here and to prove to them that I
deserve to be here.”
Game time means family time
For the Gierlaks, Edinboro softball has always been a family
tradition.
“Part of it is my kids have grown up in the field,” Dan Gierlak
said. “They’ve been in the dugout since they’ve been really young.
Joey used to throw a baseball against the back of the dugout
when the kids were playing. They were here at practice. They’ve
grown up here.”
Dan Gierlak speaks fondly of bringing the kids to the ballpark
while they were young. For years, their family vacations would
take place when his softball squad traveled south to Florida for
their spring break games.
“Growing up, I always idolized these girls,” Lauren Gierlak
said, remembering being around the school’s softball program.
“And being one of them is pretty big. They’ve always been the
most amazing softball players to me, and to be one of them is like
a really big accomplishment.”
Dan Gierlak also said he enjoyed having his family on the field
rather than only in the stands.
“The nice thing is I’ve been around a lot of other people’s kids
for a lot of years, and now I get to see my own kids go through
that,” he said, “which is great.”
Joey Gierlak said that his role on the coaching staff started off
as a translator, helping pass messages along from his father. Being

See Softball, B2

See Gierlaks, B3

Photo: Ben McCullough

Senior Meredith Doron fights her way to the net to score her first goal of the season in Edinboro’s Senior Day win over
Shippensburg at Sox Harrison Stadium on Saturday.

Scots sink Ship in Senior Day battle
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

The Edinboro women’s lacrosse team
earned a winning streak for the first time
this season with a 12-9 win over the
Shippensburg Raiders Saturday while
celebrating Senior Day.
Desiree Doucette, Stephanie Chido and
Meredith Doron were honored. Doucette
scored two goals last season and has scored
10 this season with two assists. Chido has
scored 32 goals in her career so far and has
earned four assists.
Doron, who plays defense, actually scored
her first career goal on Saturday and earned
her first point with an assist earlier this
season.
Sophie DePalma opened up scoring for

the Scots six minutes into the game. Anna
Leva then converted a free position shot to
increase their lead. The Raiders scored once
before DePalma notched another two goals.
Shippensburg then responded with two
more goals before Sidney Dobbins scored
a free position goal to end the half at 5-3 in
favor of ‘Boro.
Shippensburg opened the second by
scoring two goals within only 30 seconds
to tie the game, 5-5. Leva, Olivia Thomas
and Mary Uplinger would respond, scoring
before the Raiders got back on the board.
Leva scored her third goal of the game
before Ship could answer, and then Kandyce
Graham scored before the Raiders could
score again.
Doucette and Doron scored within 31
seconds of each other to earn points on

their Senior Day. Ship would convert a free
position shot to end the game at 12-9 in
‘Boro’s favor.
DePalma and Leva both notched a hat
trick, with Leva also grabbing three assists.
Doron, Uplinger, Thomas, Dobbins, Graham
and Doucette all scored a goal a piece.
Candace McDole had 13 saves and faced
14 free position shots, only allowing three
free position goals.
The last time the Scots had a winning
streak was last season when they won two
in a row. Before that, the Scots held a fourgame winning streak in the beginning of
their season in 2016.
The Scots end their season at Lock Haven
University on Saturday.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

Lipinskiʼs bat keeps softball playoff hopes alive
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

Roni Lipinski saw five pitches in Wednesday’s game two, fiveinning victory to complete the sweep over visiting Mercyhurst.
The Edinboro catcher drove the very first pitch she saw
over the left-field fence for her first career grand slam, giving
Edinboro a 4-0 lead in the bottom of the first inning.
“I was actually thinking I wasn’t going to swing at a changeup,” Lipinski recalled. “But then they threw me a change-up and
it was right down the middle, so I just went and got it. That’s my
pitch right there.”
Edinboro added a fifth run in the second on a first-and-third
play, with Lauren Gierlak purposefully getting caught in a
rundown between first and second base, allowing Brittany Allen
to head home.
The Fighting Scots were then held silent until the bottom of
the fourth inning, when Olivia Jankowski stepped to the plate
with Gierlak on first base and two outs. Jankowski, who had
been hit by Mercyhurst starting pitcher Laura Gregory in both of
her previous two plate appearances, extended her hitting streak
to 21 games with a two-run home run that bent behind the fair
pole in left field.
Allen followed that up with a single, but was caught stealing
with Lipinski at the plate, bringing the catcher up to start the
bottom of the fifth. Mercyhurst tried to change things up,
sending Josey Moorhead to relieve Gregory at this time.
“Well the new pitcher that came in,” Lipinski began on the
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Dobbins handling the ball as a member of the lacrosse and soccer teams. Dobbins is a junior biology major, chemistry minor and a two-sport student-athlete at Edinboro University.

Junior makes time for two-sport passion, competitive major
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

“If I’m not the definition of a student-athlete, I don’t know
who is,” Sidney Dobbins said. “I run from lab, straight to the
field, without even sometimes having a car. It’s about a [one-]
half mile run.”
While most student-athletes’ schedules hit a lull during the
offseason, this junior competes as a midfielder in both soccer
and lacrosse, keeping her busy year-round.
“I just run and as I’m onto the field, I’m just ripping off my
lab coat, ripping off my goggles, and sometimes it’s that hectic,”
she said. “It sucks, but I don’t know. I just – I love it though.”
Dobbins started playing soccer when she was 3 years old and
lacrosse when she was in her junior year of high school. She
knew since she was little that she wanted to play college soccer,
but certainly had a journey to get to Edinboro.
Dobbins had committed to a Division I school for soccer, but
had de-committed when she realized she didn’t want to give up
lacrosse.
“I wasn’t really ready to give up lacrosse yet,” she
remembered. “So I was like, maybe I’ll try Division II to keep
playing lacrosse, as well.” She then found a D-II school in New
York, but they only wanted her for lacrosse, while she saw
soccer as her main sport.
While visiting that college, her mother then recommended
Edinboro and they decided to look at it.
“I woke up while we were going to campus and was like, ‘this
is an awesome campus.’ I just loved how close everything is,”
she said. “It’s beautiful coming in.”
Dobbins not only faces playing two sports, but she has a
difficult major, biology, along with a chemistry minor. She said
her freshman year was a rough start to her academic career.
“Freshman year — other than this semester — was definitely
my toughest year only because I got dragged into like 300, 400
level courses for biology,” she explained. “After freshman year,
I got my studying habits down, all the techniques and time
management, and then my sophomore year was great.
“And then this year, my last semester was pretty good. This
semester [I have] a lot harder classes, but my freshman year
was definitely extremely hard to get the transition.”
During this initial year at ‘Boro, she played in 19 soccer
games (with nine starts) and scored a game-winning goal.
During her lacrosse season, she scored one goal and earned five
assists while playing in 17 games.
Dobbins leads a busy life, especially on Tuesdays and
Thursdays this semester, when she squeezes in homework and

a practice along with back-to-back classes and labs. Her day
begins at 8 a.m., and she finds herself completing homework
until as late as 1 a.m., snacking when she can along the way.
Dobbins is in a “competitive” major in which “you need to
get the best grades to get into those medical schools [and] grad
schools.”
She faces a setback with her practices as they cut into her
studying time, but she’s figured out a trick.
“They have the upper hand on me (others in her major),
but something I got really good at is I don’t sleep as much
anymore,” she said. “I used to take 2-to-3 hour naps a day.
Instead of doing that, I just push through with the homework.”
Playing two sports adds to the stress she faces from school
and isn’t always easy, according to her coaches.

If I’m not the definition of a student
athlete, I don’t know who is.

— Sidney Dobbins,
EU Lacrosse, Soccer

“Lacrosse wise, I think it kind of hurts her not being with
us in the fall,” Head Lacrosse Coach LeighAnn Stauffer said.
“She’s always in season; her body is always experiencing that
full blown tiredness, but she always overcomes, [and] she never
complains.”
Head Women’s Soccer Coach Gary Kagiavas thinks Dobbins
“dividing her attention between two sports is difficult” and
that it gives her additional setbacks. “In the beginning ,when
she gets here she’s not quite up to snuff, but she catches on
quickly.”
Both coaches praised Dobbins for her hard work, though,
and for how much of a team player she is.
“The most unselfish player I’ve ever had the privilege to
coach,” Stauffer said of Dobbins.
“She brings team leadership and unity,” Kagaivas added.
Dobbins said she feels her hard work is the main reason she
has had success on the field.
“I’m going to be honest,” she said. “I don’t think I have much
talent in both sports. I’m just a hard [worker]; I feel like I do
work hard, and I think hard work beats talent when talent
doesn’t show up — that’s always my motto. Like no matter
what, go for that ground ball...because something might come

Erica Burkholder | sports.spectator@gmail.com

Men’s tennis drops regular
season title game on Senior Day

Softball
From B1
pitcher, but she changes her speeds and
changes eye level great. And when she
does that, watch out.”
On Thursday, Edinboro trailed for most
of game one of their home doubleheader
against Slippery Rock, but put together
six runs in the last two innings to tie the
game, 9-9, forcing extras.
Carley Nasca, who came on to relieve
Metz in the middle of the sixth, shut
Slippery Rock down in the eighth to send
her offense back to the plate.
It wouldn’t take long for Lipinski to
repeat her heroics, blasting a one-out solo
home run to left field to walk things off
for the second straight game. Lipinski was
named the PSAC West Softball Athlete of
the Week Monday for her performances
in the two doubleheaders.
In game two, Nasca went the distance,
recording a three-hit shutout of The Rock
to help her team to its eighth PSAC West
victory of the season. She improved to
13-6 on the year and lowered her ERA
to 2.69. She was rewarded with PSAC
West Softball Pitcher of the Week honors
Monday, completing Edinboro’s sweep
of the weekly conference awards for the
second time this season.
Slippery Rock starter Chloe Sharman
also had a shutout going until the sixth
inning, when Edinboro scored all five of
its runs.
The scoring started with Jankowski
extending her hitting streak to 23 games
with a leadoff solo home run. Jankowski
said after the game that she doesn’t pay
attention to her stats during the season.

out of it,” Dobbins said.
She’s aware of the hard work her coaches put in and tries to
repay it.
“The least we can give back is showing up, giving a 100
percent for that hour-to-hour of practice,” she said. “Go hard
for that for them. That’s all they asked of us is to always work
hard. So that’s what I try to do.”
Not only does Dobbins have two coaches, but she has
two teams which means two families, she explained. It’s not
uncommon to see the soccer team, or part of it, at lacrosse
games and to see the lacrosse team at soccer games supporting
Dobbins as she plays her other sport. “They support me so
much and everything I do,” Dobbins said of her teammates. “I
could not ask for better teammates, for sure.”
“Whenever I see them my heart starts pounding like my
family’s here, and soccer did it a few days ago at one of our
games,” she added. “We got, you know, we got a pretty bad loss
to East Stroudsburg. They were there. They were supporting me
[and] screaming my name.”
Dobbins, currently busy with two sports and a busy major,
knows what she wants for the future.
“I have always wanted to find the cure for lung cancer...but
lately I’ve been looking at different kinds of oncology,” she said.
“I really want to shadow an oncologist this summer to learn
what cancer researchers do and hopefully work with oncology
when I grow up.”
She said she’s not sure yet where soccer and lacrosse will
come into her future.
“I want to say [that] I want to go to the U.S. National
Women’s Soccer Team,” she said. “That was always my dream,
but a matter of fact is, you know, what do you want more? I
want to save lives. I want to make a positive impact on this
world.
“I really hope that I can stay active with soccer and lacrosse
but...it’s tough because I’m scared to say that it might be ending
next year, and I don’t want it to end, but it might be. I’m just
praying that it doesn’t. I pray.”
Dobbins continues to improve upon the stats she earned her
freshman year. Last year, her sophomore campaign, she started
in 16 games for soccer (playing in 17), she scored one goal
(another game-winner against Cal U) and earned an assist. In
lacrosse, she started 15 out of 16 games and scored five goals
and earned three assists. The past soccer season she scored one
goal and helped start plays in the midfield.

By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information

Photo: Ben McCullough

Roni Lipinski prepares to swing with the bases loaded in the first inning of
game one of Thursday’s doubleheader against Mercyhurst.
“I’m really not taking anything too, too
serious,” she said. “I’m having fun while
I’m up there and just doing what I need to
do to help our team.”
After a pair of singles, Allen then
singled up the middle to score Shannon
Gilbert and give the Fighting Scots a 2-0
lead.
A wild pitch then put runners on
second and third, and Jessica Little
cleared the bases with a one-out double to
make it 4-0. Little came around to score
when Heh reached on an error by the left
fielder.
Jankowski said the offensive outbursts
over the two days was a positive sign
heading into the final week of the regular
season.

“It’s a great feeling,” she said. “I feel
very confident in where we’re heading
now. We’ve had a couple ups and downs,
but I think we’ve figured out where we
need to be.”
Edinboro’s record improved to 17-15
overall and 8-6 in the PSAC West. The
wins moved them up to third place in the
division. The top three teams from each
division at the end of the season advance
to the PSAC Tournament.
It didn’t take long for Jankowski to
name what she’s looking forward to in
their final games.
“More sweeps,” she said. “A lot more
sweeps. A lot of cheering.”
Christopher Rosato Jr. | @edinboronow

Four seniors were honored
before the match as the
Edinboro men’s tennis team
dropped a hotly contested
match, 5-2, with Mercyhurst
on Monday afternoon.
Mercyhurst claimed the
PSAC regular season title and
top seed in the upcoming
PSAC Tournament next
weekend, May 3-4. The loss
snaps Edinboro’s six-match
winning streak and puts
the Fighting Scots at 14-5
overall and 4-1 in the PSAC
heading into the postseason.
The Lakers improve to 15-2
overall and 5-0 in the PSAC.
In doubles, Mauricio
Santos and Nils Plutat
made quick work of Felix
Schmedding and Sebastian
Pardo, 6-0. The Lakers picked
up the 6-4 at the top doubles
spot.
At number two doubles,
Mateus Santos and Tommy
Hsu got things started off
right leading 4-0. However,
Ruairidh Fraser and Arseniy
Sklyarov would only give
up one game the rest of the
match picking up the 7-5

for the Lakers and giving
Mercyhurst the 1-0 heading
into singles.
The Lakers started off
singles with straight set wins
at number five and one to
jump ahead 3-0. Julius Schulte
got Edinboro on the board
with his own straight set win
at number six, 7-6 (2), 7-5.
The remaining three
matches all split sets. Unai
Gonzalez clinched the match
for the Lakers with a 3-6,
7-5, 6-3 win over Mauricio
Santos. Fraser added to the
Mercyhurst lead with 7-6
(5), 2-6, 6-1 over Plutat. Hsu
would give the Fighting Scots
one more point with a 7-6 (3),
2-6, 7-6 (3) win over Pardo at
number four.
Edinboro will be off until
the PSAC Tournament. The
Fighting Scots have earned
the No. 2 seed and will face
No. 3 Mercyhurst in the
semifinals on May 3.
No. 1 Mercyhurst will take
on No. 4 Bloomsburg in the
other semifinal. The winners
will play for the PSAC title
on Saturday, May 4 with the
league’s automatic bid into
the NCAA Tournament on
the line.
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Women’s tennis
swept on Senior Day

Gierlaks
From B1
the black sheep of the family already, he
also tends to be the dissenting voice “just
because I know him really well and I’m
able to fight back with him.”
He said he sees himself as the whole
team’s big brother, not just Lauren’s, but
enjoys spending time with her in the field.
“First off, she’s an outfielder, [and] I do
a lot of the outfield stuff,” he explained.
“So she’s with me most of the time, and I
try to do as much as I can to not treat her
like she’s my little sister. I try to be as open
as I can with everybody and treat her the
same way, and after that I can start picking
on her.”
Dan Gierlak stressed that he treats his
daughter the same as the rest of the team,
but his daughter expected that when she
chose to play at Edinboro.
“Those kids have grown up knowing
that they’ve got to be better than other
people to play,” he said. “And Lauren’s been
up and down, but she gives you everything
she’s got every single time. So I think there
is some pressure, but they’ve also grown up
with that.”
Lauren has a breakout season
Lauren Gierlak is rounding out her
best season yet, with a career-high 15 hits,
21 runs, 10 stolen bases and a career-low
seven strikeouts heading into Wednesday’s
doubleheader against California.
She has yet to post a high for season
batting average, but remains a force on the
basepaths. She is 10-for-11 in stolen base
attempts, second only to Danna Heh, who
is 19-for-22.
She struggled out of the gate, failing to
reach base in six plate appearances through
the first three games. Batting ninth in the

Photo: Christopher Rosato Jr.

Lauren Gierlak squares around to bunt during a game at Slippery Rock on
April 21. Gierlak is in the middle of her best season yet at Edinboro.
team’s fourth game of the season against
University of Mary during their spring trip,
though, she doubled down the left field
line in her first at-bat.
“She hit a double and went up to
second and just screamed her head off,”
Joey Gierlak remembered, saying it was
a special moment for him as her brother.
“It was almost as if this cloud was taken
off her head, like the monkey was off her
shoulders. She was ready to go. And it was
like she proved [to] herself on the field that
she should play.”
She has been contributing from near the
top of the order since the team returned to
Florida, including an RBI-double in game
one of Edinboro’s sweep of Slippery Rock
on April 18 that helped the Fighting Scots
come back to tie the contest and force extra
innings.

“It’s a fun time, it really is, to see her up
there and doing well,” the head coach said
of her breakout season.
Lauren Gierlak said she has been
motivated to improve every year and
hopes to continue that into her senior
season in 2020.
“I definitely want to show that I’m a
leader on the team,” she said. “I kind of
want to prove to my dad, my brother and
my mom how good I can be in four years.”
For now, her father is enjoying the time
he has.
“I’ve talked about it being a family —
our team being a family — for years, and
now it is,” he said. “Not only my family, but
also my family, which is kind of a unique
situation.”
Christopher Rosato Jr. | @edinboronow

Photo: Thomas Wehner/EU Sports Information

Three seniors were honored before their final match.

By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
Laura Lopez, Tatiana Batalla
Trabal, and Jelena Vucenovic
were all honored before
Edinboro’s women’s tennis
team’s match with Mercyhurst
as part of Senior Day for the
Fighting Scots. Edinboro fell
to the Lakers, 7-0 .
In doubles, the Lakers
jumped out to a 1-0 lead with
wins at the top two spots.
Lopez and Batalla Trabal
dropped a 6-3 decision to
Kayla Frost and Sangeeta
Roopan. Vucenovic and
Hannah Brentar were able to

hold serve twice before falling
6-2 to Ivona Plecevic and
Naomi Jahr.
Lopez was down 4-1 in the
first set at the top singles spot,
before rallying off four straight
games. Frost however would
win the next two to take the
first set 6-4. The Laker would
carry the momentum into
the second set picking up the
6-4, 6-2 win. Batalla Trabal
would drop her first set 6-4 to
Roopan before falling 6-1 in
the second.
Edinboro (2-17, 2-3 PSAC)
concludes their season when
they travel to Seton Hill on
Wednesday, April 24.

Photo: Noah Shettel/EU Sports Information

Allison Busha finished sixth in the heptathlon.

Personal bests, PSAC marks
highlight women’s track at SRU Open
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
SLIPPERY ROCK — The
Edinboro women’s outdoor
track and field team saw
several personal records
broken and PSAC qualifying
mark at the SRU Open on
Thursday held on the campus
of Slippery Rock University.
In the shot put, Kendra
Rice set a new PR in a PSAC
qualifying distance of 12.08
meters. She finished third in
the event. Savannah Wheeler
finished right behind Rice
in fourth place with a new
personal best of 11.19 meters,
breaking her previous record
by nearly two meters.
Wheeler set her second new
personal best of the day in the
discus with a throw of 24.36
meters, besting her previous
mark by over 12 meters and
finishing fifth in the event.
Elle McCartney finished
10th in the 100-meter dash
with a new PR of 14.94
seconds.
Allison Busha is in sixth

place after the first day of the
heptathlon with 1,087 points.
Three events in the heptathlon
will be competed on Friday
with the long jump, javelin
and 800-meter run still to be
contested.
Busha finishes in sixth
Allison Busha was the lone
competitor for the Edinboro
women’s outdoor track and
field team on day two of the
SRU Open. After finishing
the first four events of the
heptathlon on day one, Busha
competed in the final three for
the two-day total. The meet
took place at Slippery Rock
University.
On day two, the long jump,
javelin, and 800-meter run
were the final three events of
the heptathlon. Busha finished
fourth in the 800-meter run
in a time of 2 minutes, 53.07
seconds, fifth in the long jump
with a distance of 4.45 meters,
and sixth in the javelin with a
throw of 13.70 meters.
Overall she placed sixth in
the event with a two-day total
of 2,570 points.
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Edinboro’s Red Team (defense) and White Team (offense) squared off in their annual spring scrimmage Friday.

Defense shines in spring scrimmage
By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information
The final score of Edinboro’s annual Red & White Spring
Game was Red 49, White 20. The real winner was Wayne
Bradford and the coaching staff, who had an opportunity to view
the Fighting Scots one last time in a game setting before they
break for final exams, then return to campus in August.
A good-sized crowd sat through a steady rain, and they didn’t
have to wait long for some excitement. Following a penalty on
the first play, Myles Turner forced a fumble, with Tarique Smith
picking it up and returning it 30 yards for a touchdown for the
Red team. Smith, a transfer defensive end from Lackawanna
College, is one of the newcomers expected to bolster the defense.
The defense would turn in a strong effort throughout the
evening, as the White team rotated five quarterbacks. Points
were awarded defensively for touchdowns (6), takeaways (5),
three-and-outs (3), drive stops (1), and sacks (1). In addition
to the fumble return for a touchdown, the Red team received
interceptions from Maurice Sims and Sirvantis Dennis II. Sims
is one of the top returning players on defense in the secondary,

while Dennis should further bolster the secondary after
transferring from Albany in January.
The offense would finally break through late in the scrimmage
behind Andrew Tomko. A redshirt junior this fall, Tomko
guided the White team on a 75-yard drive. It started with a 37yard hookup with Jon Long, and ended with a beautiful throw
to Long on a fade route in the left corner of the end zone for a
23-yard touchdown pass.
Tomko would throw for 60 yards and a touchdown in the
scrimmage. Jordan Castelli, a transfer from Cal U who will be a
redshirt sophomore in the fall, led a pair of drives into the Red
territory, reaching the 23 and 47. He would complete 6-of-12
passes for 61 yards.
Jarrod Kellar, who split time with Tomko at quarterback last
year, added a drive to the Red 35 thanks to a pair of completions
for 37 yards to Andre Dowdell Jr. Dowdell led the White team
with five receptions for 80 yards. Long added three receptions for
69 yards.
Edinboro will open the 2019 campaign on Saturday,
September 7 at perennial Division II power Grand Valley State.

Angels’ Ohtani participates in team batting practice without setbacks
By Maria Torres

Los Angeles Times
ANAHEIM, Calif. — On Friday afternoon,
a few hours before the Angels faced the
Seattle Mariners for the second game of a
four-game series, Shohei Ohtani emerged
from the tunnels beneath Angel Stadium
into the home dugout, yanked on batting
gloves and pulled his bat out of the rack. He
climbed the stairs to the field, sauntered into
the batting cage set up at home plate and set
himself in the left-handed batter’s box.
Ohtani had done this countless times
before, but Friday afternoon was a little
different. For the first time since undergoing
elbow ligament replacement surgery, Ohtani
took batting practice with his teammates.
He took 33 hacks in a group that is usually
reserved for players not in the starting
lineup.

Ohtani, who will only hit this season, said
multiple times in the last few weeks that he
is hitting with more power than he did last
season. It was finally on display: He launched
nine home runs. At least three were launched
to left field and a few bounced off the rock
pile in center field.
“It’s more about showing the front office
and the medical staff that I’m healthy and
I’m strong,” he said through his interpreter
when asked if he felt like he needed to prove
himself to his teammates. “Maybe I can
return early.”
While at it, Ohtani focused on his
opposite-field approach so he could judge
how much progress he’d made. He batted
.333 (12 for 36) with three home runs and
three doubles on balls hit to left field last
year.
Ohtani has been taking outside batting
practice with a coach since the end of March.

He’s at the point where he’s getting a little
anxious.
Now all he must do is face pitchers
before he can rejoin the Angels lineup. The
Angels decided to have Ohtani participate
in simulated games, where the team can
control the environment and maximize his
repetitions, instead of in minor league games.
“We’re looking at managing his workload
to start and as he gets deeper into this
progression that he’s on we can up the
amount of plate appearances he has,” general
manager Billy Eppler said. “So that’s the
mindset behind that.”
Ohtani will begin to hit against pitchers
sometime next week. Once the Angels deem
him ready to face major league pitching, he’ll
be reinstated from the injured list.
Ohtani initially hurt his elbow last season
on June 6. He returned to lineup as a hitter
on July 3 without going on a minor league

rehab assignment. In his first 12 games he
hit .222 (6 for 27) with .707 on-base plus
slugging percentage, one homer and two
RBIs. In his next 12 games he hit .256 (11 for
43) with .894 OPS, four homers and six RBIs.
After Albert Pujols suffered a season-ending
knee injury in August and Ohtani took over
as the everyday DH in August, Ohtani hit
.318 with 1.042 OPS, 13 HRs, 36 RBIs in
48 games. He went on to win the American
League rookie of the year award.
Ohtani is not expected to return until
May. Asked if he’d like to join the Angels in
Mexico when they play the Houston Astros
at the Estadio de Beisbol in Monterrey on
May 4-5, Ohtani said “of course.”
“I would love to go there,” he said.
“Obviously I am going to aim to be back
there, but sooner would be nice.”
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Star Wars versus Star Trek. Who wins? Things to do this summer
By Nathan Brennan | Erica Burkholder

By Madi Gross

There are many overheard debates in the Spectator office.
This week, two editors take on the classic question of who owns
the sci-fi genre. Star Wars or Star Trek.
Which franchise do you prefer? Why?
Nathan Brennan: Let’s just say, the force is with me. Always.
I prefer Star Wars over Star Trek, any day. I grew up with the
movies, and I love all the characters (that last statement isn’t
true, Jar Jar Binks would beg to differ.) Overall, they have a lot
more material to work with and build on, so they can get deeper
in with the characters in a way some other franchises cannot
with their movies and TV shows.
Erica Burkholder: Star Trek. Anton Yelchin’s (may he rest
in peace) Chekov drew me into the 2009 movie, and I never
looked back. Star Trek is about exploring, about keeping people
free and about helping each other out. That’s what I want in
things I watch, a reminder of who I should be.
Have you watched both of them? When did you first watch
them?
NB: I first watched Star Wars as a young padawan, so I very
much grew up with it. I only watched Star Trek when the movie
came out in 2009, and I enjoyed it, but I didn’t have enough
deep understanding of their characters to enjoy it thoroughly.
EB: I got into Star Wars first (my dad is a big fan and he got
me into it as a kid), but unlike Nathan, once I watched the 2009
movie I got sucked in and delved deeper into the Star Trek
world.
Which franchise do you think has had more influence on
the world?
NB: Definitely Star Wars. If you mention classic villains,
what’s the first name you think of? Darth Vader. The “Imperial
March.” “No, I am your father.” Just classic moments in cinema,
and billions of dollars later, and you have one of the most
influential franchises of all time.
EB: Star Trek. I am aware of the fandom Star Wars has, but
Star Trek changed the world. It gave us the first interracial
kiss on television; it gave us the base of what most fandoms
are today; and you can’t undo what it did just because you like
another franchise better.
What is representation like in your preferred franchise?
NB: It’s getting better. With every trilogy, we bring in more
and more of the universe, and in doing so, we get to see more
diverse people and races alike.
EB: It’s been amazing. I’ve already brought up the first
interracial kiss, and Sulu in the new movies is gay, a major step
for mainstream sci-fi.
What television series is the best presented by your
preferred franchise and how does it compare to the other?
NB: The best Star Wars series thus far is likely the “Clone
Wars” series. I like “Rebels,” but “Clone Wars” is more
consistently good. There’s plenty of character development,
especially for the individual clones like Rex, and it make this
series a logical extension of the stories set up by the movies. The
addition of Ashoka to canon is one of their best decisions, and
there’s more of a chance to like Anakin Skywalker, which makes
this a wonderful series.
EB: This may cause controversy, but the original series is the
best to me. I know that its special effects are horrible by today’s
standards, but have you ever just sat down and watched any of
the show? The storylines are amazing, (Mirror-verses and Greek
Gods on abandoned planets? All while the crew fights to protect
each other because they’re more than a crew, they’re family? Yes,

Summer vacation is one finals week away, and there is
a very high chance that you’re gearing up to trade in your
8 a.m. classes for 8 a.m. work shifts. This will be my last
summer before graduating. Over time, I have complied a
summer bucket list for those summers that you’re working
two or more jobs to save up all the money you can in a
three-month span.
See friends you haven’t in a while.
With all of your summer schedules running in different
directions, it may be difficult to find the time to meet up
with your friends. I have learned that it is indeed possible
to make the time. Whether it be sacrificing a little bit of
sleep one morning to get breakfast with them, or meeting
them on their lunch break, there is time. Soon, you’ll all
be going in your different directions and won’t have your
hometown home base to see each other every summer.
Make your time off meaningful.
Whether you’ve got a schedule that changes every week
or stays the same throughout the summer, there’s bound
to be a day or two that says “OFF” next to your name. This
is your time to shine, your time to relax and your time to
enjoy your summer. This might mean sleeping, catching
up on that show you’ve been wanting to watch, or running
errands. Whatever it may be that you fill your free time
with, just remember that one day you might have a job
where you have to work through the summer. Treat these
summers off with care and have at least a little fun.
Plan a day-cation.
Want to go on a trip but can’t take that time off? Plan a
day-cation! Just take a day and go somewhere — a beach,
a park, on a hike, to an amusement park — anywhere! It
doesn’t have to be an all-out vacation and doesn’t have to
cost you two weeks’ worth of paychecks. It may take some
organization and planning, but there’s a chance you and
at least one other friend can get the day off of work to go
somewhere together.
Go to a family function.
Is your family hosting a random June night picnic but
it’s your only night off? Take my advice when I say, “go to
the function.” You might be tired. You might be worn out.
Remember that in a few years your career might take you
to a different city, state or country, which will make it hard
for you to go to these random June night family picnics.
I have come to learn this and since freshman year I have
gone from never attending these functions to requesting
the night off from work for them.
Learn something new.
Summer is yours, so take the time to explore new things!
This doesn’t necessarily mean taking a summer class
(although it could). Been meaning to learn how to balance
your checkbook, or how to sew a button back on your shirt?
This is the time to learn! You can either outsource and
look for somebody to teach you these things, or you can
self teach. You can sit down once and learn the skill, or
you can learn slowly throughout the summer. Whether you
learn how to cook dinner or how to properly organize your
planner for next school year, there’s always something new
for you to learn.
Whatever you decide to do with your free time this
summer, just remember to make the most of it. When you
look back on your summer vacation, the majority of it may
be at work, but the time off that you have is entirely up
to you. So go out there, have fun, take pictures and make
memories!

Digital Editor

Arts Editor | Voices Editor
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Mark Hamill has continued to be a primary figure in
Star Wars fandom and lore.

Photo: Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/TNS

Sulu, portayed by George Takei, has become a longtime
voice in the Star Trek universe.

please) and it reminds you how hopeful people were when we
first went to space, along with how we should be that hopeful
and helpful to others today.
What movie is the best provided by your franchise and
how does it compare to the others?
NB: “Empire Strikes Back” is the ultimate classic of cinema
and the crowning achievement of the franchise. Cementing its
popularity in the community and in the world, “Empire” has
endless amounts of foreshadowing and symbolism, and the
iconic Darth Vader father reveal sets the bar high for future Star
Wars movies and sci-fi alike.
EB: This is a tough question. It’s tied between the third movie
in the reboot series, “Star Trek Beyond,” and the second of the
original movie series, “Star Trek II: Wrath of Khan.” “Wrath of
Khan” calls to me because people spent years thinking Spock
was dead, and I know I would have lost it if that happened to
me. Also Kirk screaming “Khaaaaaaaaaaaaaan!” is a very iconic
scene. The latest Star Trek movie reminded the world that the
Enterprise crew is a family and that they stick together, and
I’ve never been happier for a movie (though I cried my eyes out
after the dedications to Leonard Nimoy and Anton Yelchin.)
Nathan Brennan | ae.spectator@gmail.com
Erica Burkholder | voices.spectator@gmail.com

What are ʻconsent condomsʼ and what do they do?
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

The rate of sexual assault and rape has
fallen 63 percent since 1993, from a rate
of 4.3 assaults per 1,000 people in ‘93, to
1.2 per 1,000 in 2016, according to the
Department of Justice and their National
Crime Victimization Survey, 2012-2016
(2017).
Although that is indeed a significant
drop, sexual assault still remains a huge
issue. One out of every six American
women has been the victim of an attempted
or completed rape in her lifetime, and
about 3 percent of American men — or
1/33 — have experienced an attempted or
completed rape in their lifetime.
Although it’s probably impossible to

completely stop sexual assault as a whole,
it is still important to try and at least keep
dropping the statistics of rapes that do
happen.
An Argentinian company known as
Tulipán recently created the world’s first
“consent condom,” which is wrapped in a
package that requires four hands to open.
The package appears to have a series of
circles spread out along its outer edges, four
of which need to be pressed in at the same
time to open the box. The box reads, “If it’s
not a yes, it’s a no.”
Many have found this idea to be great,
but there are also many who are skeptical.
Some have made the argument that one
could probably just maneuver their hands
in a way to press in all four buttons on the
packaging on their own, while some have

made the argument that people who assault
others tend to probably not care a whole lot
about condoms in the first place.
Regardless of any skepticism toward
consent condoms, it’s important that there
are still companies out there who are trying
their best to take preventative measures
toward sexual assault. These measures
might not work for every single victim, but
if it works for just a couple, or at least one
potential victim, then that is all that should
matter.
Sexual assault may be something that
will never be completely stopped, but it is
certainly something we can do our best in
preventing.

Madi Gross | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of veriﬁcation, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Mueller Report: What do you need to know?
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer
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Smoke and flames rise during a fire at the landmark Notre Dame Cathedral.

Is Notre Dame catching fire
the biggest issue we have?
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

On Monday, April 15, the French Cathedral
of Notre Dame caught fire. Since the fire broke
out, there has been consistent reporting, along
with global support for the French people and
Catholics, and millions of dollars in donations
to help rebuild the long-standing tourist
attraction.
Construction on the cathedral started in
1163. It wasn’t until 1345, 182 years later, that
the cathedral was complete. Both its history,
religious and non-religious, and architecture
plays a significant role in French culture.
According to an article by The New York
Times, Notre Dame survived World War II,
the French Revolution and a fire in the 13th
century.
The U.S. company Disney made a movie on
Victor Hugo’s novel, “Notre-Dame de Paris,”
which they titled “The Hunchback of Notre
Dame.”
As Americans, it is not out of our nature to
normalize European culture, specifically white
European culture. We praise things that are not
our own as long as they are white-centered.
However, we fail as a society when minorities
in our own country suffer and when non-white
countries fail.
On Monday, April 15, a mosque burned
to the ground in Jerusalem. Not just any
mosque though. Similar to Notre Dame, this
mosque, Al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem, has an
important role in the religious world.
Much older than Notre Dame, Al-Aqsa
mosque was built in 705. According to the
Foreign Policy Journal, it is the third holiest
place for Muslims.
In Louisiana, prior to both Al-Aqsa and
Notre Dame catching fire, three black churches
were set on fire as part of a hate crime. The first
church was set on fire on March 26, almost
three weeks before the fire broke out at Notre
Dame. However, we saw very little coverage in
the states. I believe it is safe to assume that the
world saw no coverage.
When you Google “Al-Aqsa fire,” all the
articles are titled roughly the same: “Mosque
catches fire in sync with Notre Dame.” They
don’t even mention the name of the mosque,

and the titled had to be linked to Notre Dame.
My heart goes out to those in France. I
understand that they lost a significant part of
their culture and history. My heart also goes out
to southern Louisiana and Jerusalem, because
they too lost parts of their history and culture.
However, the coverage we saw is a disgrace
and says a lot about who we are, not only
as Americans, but where our loyalties lie as
humans to the white history of the world.
This is a decades-old argument. We only
show white history in our schools and in our
cities. Monday, April 15, was no different.
Americans were mourning a building they had
possibly never even seen, but then said “that’s
unfortunate” to the mosque or didn’t bat an eye
at Louisiana.
According to The Chicago Tribune,
donations to rebuild the French church are
close to $1 billion. NBCNews released an article
titled “Burned black churches in Louisiana raise
$1.3M after Notre Dame fire.” So far, there is no
known donations set up for Al-Aqsa mosque.
It took a white church burning down for
people to reach out to the people of Louisiana
to assist them, almost three weeks later.
President Trump, known for claiming that
Democrats don’t care about the American
people, has pledged to help our neighbor across
the pond. I admire him for that. The French
throughout American history have often
offered a helping hand. However, he has yet to
solve the problems in Puerto Rico and Flint,
Michigan.
Trump hasn’t tweeted about Al-Aqsa.
However, he’s spent his time talking about
Paris, Tiger Woods, Bernie Sanders and Joe
Biden.
We cannot continue to neglect minorities.
We cannot continue to turn a blind eye to
problems that are not white-people-centered.
We will continue to lose bits and pieces that
make this world that much more unique.
Obama said in a post about Notre Dame
that we must rebuild. I couldn’t agree more. We
must rebuild Notre Dame, Al-Aqsa, the three
churches in Louisiana, and all the other bits of
our histories that we cannot afford to lose.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

NRA, this should be an eye-opener to you
By Scott Martelle
Los Angeles Times

At the moment you could almost, almost, pity
the National Rifle Association.
Nah, you can’t. But the front group for the
U.S. gun industry is certainly in an awkward
situation. Several, actually.
A new report by the Trace (a nonprofit news
site covering gun issues) and the New Yorker
relies on records and interviews to detail an
organization that seems to be hemorrhaging
money from the top as it has evolved from
supporting training and safety in the use of
firearms into “a media company, promoting a
lifestyle built around loving guns and hating
anyone who might take them away.”
And in the process, it seems to have profited
the few.
“A small group of N.R.A. executives,
contractors, and venders has extracted hundreds
of millions of dollars from the nonprofit’s
budget, through gratuitous payments,
sweetheart deals, and opaque financial
arrangements,” according to the article. “Memos
created by a senior N.R.A. employee describe a
workplace distinguished by secrecy, self-dealing,
and greed, whose leaders have encouraged
disastrous business ventures and questionable
partnerships, and have marginalized those who
object.”
The article should be an eye-opener for NRA
members and loyalists.
The report goes on to detail disturbingly cozy
dealings between the NRA and its longtime
PR agency, Ackerman McQueen, and highly
questionable dealings and relationships among
related entities. Both the NRA and Ackerman
McQueen disputed the report, but without
specific accusations of inaccuracies.

Interestingly, the NRA has filed a lawsuit
against Ackerman over billing records, including
the withholding of records about Oliver North,
he of Iran-Contra fame, being employed by both
the NRA and the agency.
The article should be an eye-opener for
NRA members and loyalists. If, that is, they
have enough independence to look at the NRA
objectively.
“The litany of red flags is just extraordinary,”
Marc Owens, a former top Internal Revenue
Service official, told the Trace. “There is a
tremendous range of what appears to be the
misuse of assets for the benefit of certain
venders and people in control.... Those facts, if
confirmed, could lead to the revocation of the
N.R.A.’s tax-exempt status.”
In fact, the Michael Bloomberg-funded
Everytown for Gun Safety advocacy group filed
a complaint with the IRS urging an investigation
into whether the organization violated the
federal laws governing nonprofits based on the
article and previous revelations of questionable
dealings.
But that’s only one storm front confronting
the NRA, as I rounded up last month. They
include an investigation into whether Russian
agents funneled money to the NRA that then
was used in the 2016 election cycle, during
which the NRA spent some $50 million backing
Donald Trump and six Senate candidates (five of
whom won).
If true, that too should spark a bit of soulsearching among NRA supporters who would
have to deal with the notion that their beloved
patriotism-shrouded organization worked with
Russians to influence American elections.
Not incidentally, using foreign-sourced
money in such elections is illegal.

After a long 23 months,
resulting in 34 indictments
and guilty pleas, 500
search warrants, and 2,300
subpoenas, the conclusion
to the investigation of the
Trump administration in
regard to colluding with
Russia has been revealed.
Robert Mueller released
the long and overwhelming
448-page document
detailing his investigation
into Russian interference
in the 2016 U.S. election.
Obviously, there is much to
say on this report, but let’s
start with the basics.
For starters, the report
states that the evidence
obtained “about the
President’s actions and
intent presents difficult
issues that prevent us from
conclusively determining
that no criminal conduct
occurred.” So basically, the
investigation was unable to
clear Trump on obstruction,
leaving the final results of
the case inconclusive.
According to the report,
obstruction of justice by
Trump failed because
others on his team refused
to “carry out orders.” So,

because of this, members of
the Trump campaign clearly
knew that possible criminal
activity was occurring. They
did not choose to take steps
to help, even though they
knew they would benefit
from Russia’s illegal actions
to influence the election.
Mueller also touched on
why he did not subpoena
Trump. The special council
decided against doing
so because of the fact
that it would delay the
investigation. There was
already a substantial amount
of evidence, according to
the prosecutors.
Although the report
was unable to find hard
evidence of coordination,
it did offer a list of
interactions between
Russians and Trump allies.
For example, it touched
on the infamous Moscow
hotel tapes, where Trump
was supposedly caught on
tape with prostitutes in
2013. According to The
New York Times, a Russian
business man by the name
of Giorgi Rtskhiladze texted
Trump’s lawyer, Michael
Cohen, in October of 2016
to say that he had “stopped
flow of tapes from Russia.”
However, the report also

noted that these tapes were
likely “fake.”
The report also pointed
out several instances where
the president tried to
influence or shut down the
investigation. Not only did
Trump refuse an in-person
interview and supplied
written responses that
Mueller found “inadequate,”
but he also repeatedly called
Donald F. McGahn II,
the White House counsel,
ordering that he have
Mueller removed. He then
proceeded to ask McGahn
to deny the stories, making
it obvious that Trump was
trying to create a false
narrative for the press about
his actions.
Although Mueller was
unable to find Trump
guilty, he was also unable
to find him innocent. Even
though the results were
inconclusive, one thing we
are able to conclude is that
Mueller’s report will most
likely forever change the
Trump administration’s
image and will go down
in history as a record of
President’s Trump potential
misconduct.
Abby Martinson
@edinboronow
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U.S. Attorney General William Barr, left, and Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein
gave a briefing just before the release of a redacted version the Mueller report.

Giving teachers a raise would pay for itself
By Dick Stratz

Los Angeles Times
Democratic presidential contender Sen.
Kamala Harris of California wants to
increase teachers’ pay nationwide to the
level enjoyed by other college-educated
workers, and her proposal would give
a typical educator a $13,500 raise. She
suggests covering the $30-billion-a-year
price tag by increasing the estate tax and
closing some loopholes benefiting the top 1
percent of taxpayers.
She may need that tax plan for political
reasons. But in fact, a teacher pay raise
will pay for itself. No, actually, raising
teacher pay will likely make money for the
government.
It’s not just striking and protesting
teachers who insist that they are underpaid.
Across the political spectrum, researchers
agree that teachers earn lower salaries
than workers with similar educational
backgrounds. The Economic Policy
Institute calls the discrepancy a “teacher
pay penalty,” and pegs it at over 18 percent,
noting that even with more generous public
employee benefits, the total compensation
gap is still 11 percent, a record high. Eric
Hanushek of the Hoover Institution and two
colleagues estimate the teacher salary gap to
be 22 percent.
Not coincidentally, the United States
is no longer attracting a critical mass of
teachers from among the top tier of college
graduates. Researchers report that just 23
percent of American teachers graduated
in the top third of their college class. In
Singapore, Finland and Korea, which have
the world’s leading schools, essentially all
teachers are drawn from the top third of
graduates. Looking across the world, we
also see that students perform better when
they have smarter teachers and in countries
where their teachers are well paid compared
with other college graduates.
Better teachers impart more knowledge.
Students who learn more earn more. People
who earn more pay more taxes, and in this
case, more than enough to cover higher
teacher salaries.
It’s well established that an extra year of
student learning raises lifetime earnings
by about 10 percent. We can also work
out roughly how much more students
would learn from better-paid teachers. A

Columbia University study looking across
states finds that a raise of the size Harris
proposes would have a measurable impact:
On average, graduating students would have
gained the equivalent of an extra 30 percent
of a school year. International comparisons
of teacher salaries and student performance
suggest an effect three times that size.
Even if we take the lower figure, that
would create a 3 percent increase in overall
earnings. Labor income in the United States
is about $13.3 trillion, so 3 percent of that is
$400 billion dollars a year.
Americans pay an average federal income
tax of 14 percent (leaving out sales and
other taxes), so these increased wages would
produce $56 billion in annual tax revenue,
almost twice the cost of Harris’ program.
That not only pays for the teacher raises, it
leaves plenty of spare change.
Of course, this is subject to argument.
There are three reasons my suggested
return-on-investment might be too high.
The first: Even if we raised teacher salaries
tomorrow, it will be several years before
enough top-tier graduates are persuaded
to get jobs as teachers. So the educational
improvements will happen only gradually.
The second delay factor is that it takes time
for the now better-educated students to
reach the labor force. Finally, the spending
starts now and the returns come down the
line, so one needs to account for the time
value of money.
All three of these factors lower the rate of
return, but they don’t alter the conclusion
that, in a business-decision sense, higher
teacher salaries pay for themselves.
On the other hand, my projected returns
could be too low. There are scientific
estimates that better education greatly
increases long-run economic growth. Total
tax receipts in the United States are 27
percent of our gross domestic product, not
just the 14 percent taken in income tax. By
that measure, the return on higher teacher
salaries might be twice as big, or over $100
billion a year.
Most policy discussions center on
whether the benefit to society is worth the
cost in taxes, as well as who benefits and
who pays. But sometimes a government
investment has such a high return that it
pays for itself. Raising salaries for teacher is
one such proposal.

US News
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Pelosi again urges caution on Trump
impeachment, post Mueller report
By Lindsey McPherson
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — Speaker Nancy Pelosi is continuing to urge her caucus to proceed cautiously
on the topic of impeaching President Donald Trump after the Mueller report outlined wrongdoing
by the president that many Democrats believe amounts to obstruction of justice.
A partially redacted version of special counsel Robert S. Mueller III’s report released last week
outlines 10 instances in which Trump may have obstructed justice as the FBI and the special
counsel investigated whether he or his campaign colluded with the Russians to interfere in the
2016 election.
Mueller drew no conclusions on whether the evidence amounted to a crime, but most House
Democrats believe the evidence is strong enough to at least merit a closer examination. Some
Democrats have gone a step further and called for Congress to begin impeachment proceedings
against the president.
Pelosi acknowledged the range of opinions on how to proceed in a “Dear Colleague” letter sent
to House Democrats Monday, saying that while there are disagreements on the next investigatory
steps, all Democrats agree “that we should proceed down a path of finding the truth.”
Before the Mueller report release, Pelosi had tried to steer her caucus away from impeachment
talk, saying that Trump is “just not worth it.”
Pelosi seemed to be advocating for the same strategy in the Dear Colleague letter, as she pointed
out “the facts regarding holding the president accountable can be gained outside of impeachment
hearings.”
“As we proceed to uncover the truth and present additional needed reforms to protect our
democracy, we must show the American people we are proceeding free from passion or prejudice,
strictly on the presentation of fact,” the California Democrat wrote.
Pelosi’s comment aligns with her previous statements that Congress should not go down the
impeachment path “unless there’s something so compelling and overwhelming and bipartisan.”
While Democrats may be able to make a case for “compelling and overwhelming” using the
Mueller report, they still lack the bipartisan component. Pelosi noted as much in her letter.
“Whether currently indictable or not, it is clear that the president has, at a minimum, engaged
in highly unethical and unscrupulous behavior which does not bring honor to the office he holds,”
she said. “It is also clear that the congressional Republicans have an unlimited appetite for such low
standards. The GOP should be ashamed of what the Mueller report has revealed, instead of giving
the president their blessings.”
House Democrats are scheduled to hold a conference call at 5 p.m. to further discuss their
response to the Mueller report.
Committee chairs will “report on the status of their review of the redacted Mueller report, their
request for the full report and underlying exhibits, and discuss what comes next,” Pelosi said.
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi speaks during the Friends of Ireland luncheon with Leo
Varadkar, Ireland’s prime minister, at the U.S. Capitol Thursday, March 14, 2019.

Trump sues to block House
subpoena for financial documents
By Andrew Harris
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump
and the Trump Organization have asked a U.S.
judge to block a congressional subpoena seeking
business records from his longtime accounting
firm Mazars USA LLP.
The subpoena is part of sweeping series of
requests by Democratic lawmakers for financial
records from the president’s company and Trump
himself. Trump has refused to cooperate, and
Monday’s lawsuit in Washington shifts what is
certain to be an intense battle into the federal
courts.
Trump’s personal lawyers said the House
Oversight Committee is exceeding its authority
by rummaging in his personal business records
without a “legitimate legislative purpose.” Trump
is suing in his individual capacity, and not as
president.
“There is no possible legislation at the end
of this tunnel,” Trump’s attorneys said in the
complaint, accusing the committee led by
Maryland Democrat Elijah Cummings of
assuming the investigatory powers of the U.S.
Justice Department.
“Its goal is to expose plaintiffs’ private financial
information for the sake of exposure, with
the hope that it will turn up something that
Democrats can use as a political tool against
the president now and in the 2020 election,” the
lawyers said.
Mazars is required to comply with the
subpoena by noon on April 29.
“The White House is engaged in
unprecedented stonewalling on all fronts, and
they have refused to produce a single document
or witness to the Oversight Committee during
this entire year,” Cummings said in a statement.
“The president has a long history of trying to use
baseless lawsuits to attack his adversaries.”
In a March 4 letter, White House Counsel
Pat Cipollone also argued that lawmakers failed
to establish a “legitimate legislative purpose”
in rebuffing a request for White House records
related to security-clearance procedures.
Cipollone cited a pair of U.S. Supreme Court
rulings to support his case.
House Democrats have also asked the U.S.
Treasury Department to turn over the past
six years of Trump’s personal and business tax
returns and related documents. The department
is reviewing that request.
Matt Dallek, a political historian at the George
Washington University, said Trump’s lawsuit may
be politically savvy but not likely to succeed given
Congress’s power to oversee the executive branch.
“It’s a messaging document that doubles down

on Trump’s notion that this is all a witch hunt,”
Dallek said.
The president is following the standard practice
of trying to delay and stall, said University of
Virginia law professor Saikrishna Prakash.
“What’s different here is that Congress has
subpoenaed a third party,” he said.
“I think that’s what’s got them worried.”
President Richard Nixon sought to quash
congressional subpoenas seeking tape recordings
of Oval Office phone conversations, both Dallek
and Prakash noted. But those were official
government records and not privately held by a
third party, the UVA professor said.
Cummings laid out his case for the committee’s
authority to pursue the financial records from
Mazars in an April 12 memo to House Oversight
members.
“The committee has full authority to investigate
whether the president may have engaged in illegal
conduct before and during his tenure in office,”
Cummings wrote. He said it’s also the committee’s
job to determine whether Trump has undisclosed
conflicts of interest, or is accepting gifts from
foreign or other governments in violation of the
Constitution.
“The committee’s interest in these matters
informs its review of multiple laws and legislative
proposals under our jurisdiction, and to suggest
otherwise is both inaccurate and contrary to
the core mission of the committee to serve as an
independent check on the Executive Branch,”
Cummings wrote.
Trump’s lawsuit comes less than a week after
the public release of special counsel Robert
Mueller’s partly redacted report on his twoyear probe of Russian interference in the 2016
presidential election and possible coordination
with the Trump campaign.
Though the 448-page report detailed extensive
contacts between Russians and people connected
to Trump’s campaign, Mueller said facts
uncovered during the investigation — which also
addressed the president’s pursuit of a Trumpbranded tower in Moscow while campaigning —
didn’t establish a criminal conspiracy.
“The fact is Trump was seeking to do business
in Russia,” Dallek said, adding that the president’s
been implicated in potential campaign finance
violation, his New York-based charity closed
down due to allegations of illegal activity and
he’s been accused of profiting from foreign
governments through his Washington hotel in
violation of the constitution.
“There’s probably a half dozen instances where
his private business concerns are connected
directly or indirectly to his public responsibilities
as president, Dallek said. “There are legitimate
questions.”

Supreme Court to rule on workplace bias against gay and transgender employees
By David G. Savage
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court
on Monday set the stage for a landmark
civil rights decision next year on whether
gay, lesbian and transgender employees are
protected nationwide from being fired or
not hired under the federal law that bars sex
discrimination in the workplace.
After weeks of internal debate, the high
court agreed to confront the issue amid a
growing consensus in much of the nation
that such discrimination is unjustified and
should be illegal.
The justices voted to hear three cases
that came to conflicting results. In two
cases — involving a gay man in New York
and a transgender woman in Michigan —
lower courts ruled in favor of the employees
and found such bias violated the ban on
discrimination “because of sex” in the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.
In the third case, a gay man in Georgia
had his discrimination suit tossed out. In
doing so, the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, based in Atlanta, quoted a 40-yearold precedent to hold that “discharge for
homosexuality is not prohibited by Title VII,”
the section of the federal law that covers
employment.
The cases, to be heard in the fall, pose
the most far-reaching civil rights dispute
for the court since its ruling four years ago
upholding same-sex marriages nationwide.
Then, by a 5-4 vote, the court ruled that
the Constitution’s protection for individual
liberty and equal treatment extended to
same-sex couples and gave them an equal
right to marry nationwide.
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and
Justices Antonin Scalia, Clarence Thomas
and Samuel A. Alito Jr. dissented, but fellow
Republican-appointee Justice Anthony M.
Kennedy joined the court’s liberals to uphold
gay marriage.
After Scalia’s death and Kennedy’s
retirement, the court’s conservative majority
has been joined by President Donald Trump’s
two appointees, Justices Neil M. Gorsuch and
Brett M. Kavanaugh.
The four liberal justices who voted in favor
of same-sex marriage will almost surely vote
to outlaw workplace discrimination based on
sexual orientation or transgender identity.
But to prevail, they will need at least one of
the court’s conservatives.
Twenty-one states expressly prohibit
discrimination against gay, lesbian and
transgender people in the workplace. But

Congress has not adopted a similar provision
in federal law.
Democrats in the House and Senate have
introduced the Equality Act to extend such
protections under federal law. That measure
is expected to pass in the Democraticcontrolled House but languish in the
Republican-led Senate.
The Supreme Court’s ruling will
probably be handed down next spring as
the presidential election campaign is in full
swing.
American Civil Liberties Union lawyers
said most Americans wrongly assumed that
discrimination against LGBTQ people in
the workplace is already illegal. In the New
York case, Don Zarda, a skydiving instructor,
was fired after he casually told a customer
he was gay. Aimee Stephens, who was born
biologically male, was fired shortly after she
informed the Michigan funeral home where
she worked that she was transitioning to
female.
“Most of America would be shocked if the
Supreme Court said it was legal to fire Aimee
because she is transgender or Don because
he is gay,” said James Esseks, director of the
ACLU’s LGBT Project. “Such a ruling would
be disastrous, relegating LGBTQ people
around the country to a second-class citizen
status. The LGBTQ community has fought
too long and too hard to go back now, and
we are counting on the justices not to reverse
that hard-won progress.”
Ironically, the legal argument to ban such
workplace discrimination relies heavily on a
principle and a court precedent set by Scalia,
who said judges should interpret laws based
on their actual wording, not on the intent of
the lawmakers at the time.
The Civil Rights Act made it illegal for
employers to discriminate against individuals
because of their race, sex, religion or national
origin. In 1998, Scalia spoke for the court in
a ruling that allowed a male worker on an oil
drilling platform to sue for sexual harassment
by other male workers.
“Male-on-male sexual harassment in the
workplace was assuredly not the principal
evil Congress was concerned with,” Scalia
wrote in Oncale vs. Sundowner Offshore
Services. “But statutory prohibitions often go
beyond the principal evil to cover reasonably
comparable evils, and it is ultimately the
provisions of our laws rather than the
principal concerns of our legislators by which
we are governed.”
Several appellate courts have cited that
precedent in ruling that discrimination

based on sexual orientation or transgender
identity is illegal sex discrimination under
Title VII. In doing so, those judges agreed
that Congress in 1964 did not intend to
protect gay, lesbian or transgender people.
Nonetheless, they said the words of the law
make clear that the employees who were
fired were victims of discrimination because
of sex.
The Trump administration is likely to join
on the side of the employers. In October,
U.S. Solicitor General Noel Francisco filed
a brief in support of the funeral home that
fired Stephens, the transgender woman. He
described the “principal owner, Thomas
Rost, as a Christian who sincerely believes
that the Bible teaches that a person is an
immutable God-given gift ... and that
he would be violating God’s commands
if he were permit one of the funeral
home’s funeral directors to deny their sex
while acting as a representative of the
organization.”
The Trump administration has adopted a
similar legal view in support of the religious
liberty rights of some businesses to refuse to

participate in same-sex weddings.
Francisco said that when the 1964 act was
adopted, the word “sex” meant biological
sex. It did not apply to gender identity or to
sexual orientation, he said.
He noted that until 2017, the federal
appeals courts had steadily ruled that Title
VII did not extend to discrimination based
on sexual orientation. But not long after, the
7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Chicago
and the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
New York adopted a new and broader view
of the law.
“Legal doctrine evolves,” the 2nd Circuit
Court ruled last year, siding with Zarda, the
skydiving instructor. The judges noted that
in 2015, the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, which enforces the federal law,
“held for the first time that sexual orientation
is inherently a sex-based consideration.”
The two cases on sexual orientation —
Altitude Express vs. Zarda and Bostock vs.
Clayton County — will be joined together
and decided as one.
The case of the transgender employee —
R.G. & G.R. Funeral Homes vs. EEOC — will
be decided separately.
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The Supreme Court of the United States in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 25, 2018.
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Police in Northern Ireland hunt
Sri Lanka Muslims had warned
officials about group behind attack for suspects in killing of journalist
By Iain Marlow
Bloomberg News

NEW DELHI — For members of Sri Lanka’s Muslim
community, it’s no surprise that local jihadist group
National Thowheed Jamath is being blamed for deadly
bombings that killed nearly 300 people on Easter Sunday.
Hilmy Ahamed, vice president of the Muslim Council
of Sri Lanka, said he warned military intelligence officials
about the group and its leaders about three years ago. On
Monday afternoon, Sri Lanka’s government said National
Thowheed Jamath was responsible for six suicide bombings
at Christian churches and luxury hotels.
“Targeting the non-Muslim community is something
they encourage, they say you have to kill them in the
name of religion,” Ahamed said in a phone interview from
Colombo on Monday. “I personally have gone and handed
over all the documents three years ago, giving names and
details of all these people. They have sat on it. That’s the
tragedy.”
The National Thowheed Jamath has broken up into
various groups as individual leaders pursued separate
funding sources, Ahamed said. Although not all members
of the group were radicalized, the group is “extremist in
their thinking,” he added.
As Sri Lanka continues to treat the wounded, questions
are being raised — including by Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe — about why Sri Lanka didn’t act
more promptly on warnings ahead of the Easter attacks.
The government is now investigating possible links to
international terrorist organizations as well.
Sri Lanka’s Health Minister Rajitha Senaratne on Monday
called on the inspector general of police to resign.
“The intelligence services had done the work, but it was
not acted on at higher levels,” he told reporters in Colombo.
Harin Fernando, a cabinet minister, circulated an internal
security memo dated earlier this month that warned the
group was “getting ready for suicide attacks on popular
Catholic churches and the Indian High Commission.” It
also said the group’s members were “inciting hatred” among
online followers.
“Serious action need to be taken as to why this warning
was ignored,” Fernando said.
National police spokesman Ruwan Gunasekera did not
respond to several phone calls on Monday.

Sri Lanka only recently recovered from a brutal 26-year
civil war between the predominately Buddhist Sinhalese
majority and mostly Hindu Tamil minority. The longrunning conflict killed more than 100,000 people before
former strongman Mahinda Rajapaksa launched a final
assault on the group in 2009.
Since the war ended, Buddhist extremists have
occasionally led attacks against Muslims in Sri Lanka. The
most recent flare up was in March 2018 in Kandy and
was widely viewed as fueled by Facebook posts that urged
deadly violence against Muslims.
One possibility is that Sri Lanka’s authorities, long used to
dealing with Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam separatists,
did not take seriously the idea that an Islamic extremist
group was capable of coordinating such a well-planned and
deadly attack, said Sameer Patil, director of the Centre for
International Security at Mumbai’s Gateway House thinktank.
“Even though their activity was picked up and the
community reported this, the Sri Lankan security agencies
still go on their long experience with the bloody insurgency,”
Patil said. “Their mindset is still attuned to any future
terrorist attack coming from Tamil Tiger extremists.”
He added it’s possible the attack may not have been
carried out by the group itself but by an offshoot or
members affiliated with the group.
Wickremesinghe, who returned to power in December
after President Maithripala Sirisena fired him last year
amid government infighting, said authorities had received
warnings but “not enough attention had been paid” to them.
The two leaders, from different parties, rule as part of a
fractious coalition.
The premier’s comments amount to a “barbed reference”
to Sirisena’s control of the police and military, which fall
under the office of the president, according to Jehan Perera,
executive director at National Peace Council of Sri Lanka.
He noted the Tamil Tigers were never able to mount such a
coordinated attack in the capital, Colombo.
“The prime minister is making a barbed reference to
the president, and what he’s been up to, because his people
— the police and military — have not been following up
on leads,” Perera said. “The fact that this group was able to
come in and do something in such a large scale way means
that there must have been a breakdown of intelligence
networks.”

By Benjamin Cooper
& Helen Livingstone
DPA

LONDON — Police were searching
on Friday for suspects in the fatal
shooting of a 29-year-old journalist
during a riot in the Northern Irish city
of Derry/Londonderry.
Lyra McKee was standing near police
when she was shot in the head around
11 p.m. local time in the suburb of
Creggan. The city is known as Derry to
Irish nationalists and Londonderry to
British unionists.
Police said dissident Irish republicans
were behind the “terrorist act,” assistant
chief constable Mark Hamilton told
reporters on Friday.
“She was taken away in a police
Land Rover to Altnagelvin Hospital but
unfortunately she has died there. We
have now launched a murder inquiry
here in the city,” Hamilton said.
“Our assessment at this time is that
the new (Irish Republican Army) are
most likely to be the ones behind this,
and that forms our primary line of
inquiry.”
More than one person was behind
the plot, he said, and that the intended
target was likely the police officers
McKee was standing next to, not the
journalist herself, said deputy chief
constable Stephen Martin.
The New IRA rejects the Good
Friday agreement of 1998, which put
an end to three decades of sectarian
conflict in Northern Ireland that
claimed more than 3,600 lives. They
want to bring about a united Ireland.
Police had been carrying out search
operations in the area against dissident

republicans on Thursday when a public
order situation developed, Hamilton
said. Fifty petrol bombs were thrown at
police, and two cars were hijacked and
set on fire.
McKee’s death “demonstrates all too
starkly when terrorists bring violence
and guns into the community, members
of the public are placed in severe
danger,” said Hamilton.
Leo Varadkar, Ireland’s prime
minister, mourned McKee’s death and
sent his solidarity to journalists and the
Derry community.
British Prime Minister Theresa May
praised McKee’s courage, calling her
death “shocking and truly senseless.”
McKee, whom Forbes magazine
recognized on its 30 Under 30 Europe
list for media in 2016, worked for the
U.S.-based news site Mediagazer.
The unrest in the city came just
before the Easter weekend, when
republican dissidents, who want to
reunify Northern Ireland with the
Republic of Ireland, traditionally mark
the anniversary of the 1916 Easter
Uprising against British rule.
Michelle O’Neill, deputy leader
of Irish republican party Sinn Fein,
condemned those responsible for the
killing in a statement, saying it was an
attack on all the community.
“My first thoughts and that of my
party are with the family of the woman
killed. This is a senseless loss of life,”
O’Neill said.
“The murder of this young woman
is a human tragedy for her family, but
it is also an attack on all the people of
this community, an attack on our peace
process and an attack on the Good
Friday Agreement,” she added.

Doctor killed in fresh attack
on Ebola center in Congo
By Sammy Mupfuni and Juergen Baetz
DPA

Photo: Jewel Samad/AFP/Getty Images

Security personnel inspect the interior of St. Sebastian’s Church in Negombo on April 22, 2019.

GOMA, Congo — Unknown assailants have once again attacked an Ebola center
in eastern Congo, killing at least one health worker.
The attack took place on a hospital in the city of Butembo, the head of the World
Health Organization, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, wrote on Friday on Twitter.
“This is a very sad day,” Ghebreyesus wrote. “Health workers are working around
the clock to save lives. Health workers are #NotATarget.”
Local police chief Richard Kitangala said the person who died was a doctor and
that two people sustained injuries.
The city of Butembo in the province of North Kivu is at the center of the
current Ebola epidemic. It is the second most serious known outbreak of the lifethreatening hemorrhagic fever.
Because of repeated attacks on Ebola centers and active militias in the region, aid
workers have so far failed to bring the epidemic under control.
In northern Kivu and neighboring Ituri, around 1,300 people have already
contracted Ebola, and more than 840 died as a result of the infection.
To stem the outbreak, around 100,000 people have already received an
experimental Ebola vaccine in the region.
According to local media, the recent attack was directed at the Catholic
University Hospital in Butembo, where there is a transit center for Ebola patients.
Patients are examined there under strict safety precautions for a possible
infection, and from there they are transferred to a treatment center.

Red Cross brings aid into Venezuela North Korea demands Pompeo’s
By Sinikka Tarvainen
DPA

BOGOTA, Colombia — Humanitarian aid provided by the International
Committee of the Red Cross began arriving in Venezuela on Tuesday, the
Venezuelan Red Cross said.
“With a lot of joy and responsibility we want to inform that at this moment,
the first consignment of humanitarian aid of the Red Cross is entering
Venezuela,” the Red Cross tweeted.
Local media also reported the landing of the first cargo plane with supplies
on board at Maiquetia airport near Caracas, Venezuela.
The aid includes medical supplies and electricity generators, which will
be distributed in hospitals around the country “in conformity with the
fundamental principles of our movement, especially those of Neutrality,
Impartiality and Independence,” the Red Cross said.
Red Cross workers distributed clean drinking water and water purification
tablets in the capital Caracas on Tuesday.
“I am very happy that humanitarian aid has arrived,” a local man told TVV
television.
Venezuela has suffered from widespread power cuts that have crippled many
hospitals.
The International Committee of the Red Cross, or ICRC, announced last
week that it had tripled its budget for Venezuela to about $24.6 million and
will expand its operations in the country after reaching an agreement with
President Nicolas Maduro.
Maduro closed borders with Colombia and Brazil in February to prevent his
rival, Juan Guaido, from bringing in humanitarian aid donated by the United
States and Latin American countries into Venezuela, as it grapples with a
massive economic crisis.
Guaido says hundreds of thousands of Venezuelans are in urgent need of
food and medicine. But Maduro denies there is a humanitarian crisis and
regards Guaido’s aid effort as a U.S. plot to overthrow him.
However, he agreed to the ICRC aid after a meeting with its president,
Peter Maurer, last week, pledging to “promote the road of cooperation and
international support, in favor of the people.”
The Venezuelan Red Cross asked “everyone without exception not to allow
the politicization” of the arrival of its aid on Tuesday.
Guaido said Tuesday was “a day of success for all Venezuelans and a large
defeat for the usurper,” a reference to Maduro.
Venezuela is now preparing to reopen the border with Brazil, Foreign
Minister Jorge Arreaza said after Maduro met Brazilian Sen. Telmario Mota on
Monday.
However, the government will not allow a repetition of Guaido’s attempt to
bring “the famous and false humanitarian aid” into the country, the daily El
Universal quoted the minister as saying.
More than 50 countries have recognized Guaido as Venezuela’s interim
president since January, after Maduro won a contested election in 2018.

removal from US nuclear talks
By Seyoon Kim
Bloomberg News

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea demanded that
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo be removed from
direct nuclear negotiations between the countries,
turning up pressure after the collapse of a summit
between Kim Jong Un and Donald Trump in February.
Kwon Jong Gun, a North Korean foreign ministry
official, criticized Pompeo for interfering with
relations in a report on its official KCNA news agency
published Thursday. He accused the top U.S. diplomat
of “reckless remarks” and “fabricating stories like a
fiction writer.”
“I am afraid that, if Pompeo engages in the talks
again, the table will be lousy once again and the talks
will become entangled,” Kwon said. “Therefore, even
in the case of possible resumption of the dialogue with
the U.S., I wish our dialogue counterpart would be
not Pompeo but other person who is more careful and
mature in communicating with us.”
Kwon added that Kim remains “on good terms as
usual” with Trump, comments that signal the regime
wants to open up wedges in the administration
between the president and his advisers, including
Pompeo and national security adviser John Bolton.
Pyongyang has portrayed the pair as pushing for its
complete disarmament before dispensing economic
rewards, which it sees as a non-starter for negotiations.
Kim has escalated his rhetoric since the summit,
urging top ruling party members last week to deal
a “severe blow to hostile foreign forces” by resisting
sanctions. He also gave the U.S. a year-end deadline to
make it an offer it liked.
After Kim issued the deadline, Pompeo said at an
event in Texas this week that the North Korean leader
promised Trump to denuclearize and “our teams are
working with the North Koreans to plot a — to chart
a path forward so that we can get there. He said he
wanted it done by the end of the year. I’d love to see
that done sooner.”
North Korea’s Kwon said Pompeo was “talking
nonsense” in suggesting that working-level negotiation
between the countries would be finished by year’s

end. The speech, he added, only suggested “the U.S.
should change its way of calculation and come up with
responsive measures before the end of this year.”
Just hours before KCNA quoted Kwon blasting
Pompeo, it said in a separate report that North Korea
had tested a “new-type tactical guided weapon.”
While the description suggests the weapon wasn’t
a nuclear device or intercontinental ballistic missile,
the test sends a pointed message to the U.S. and its
allies in Seoul about the risk of allowing talks to fall
apart. Trump has long defended his decision to hold
two high-profile summits with Kim by citing Kim’s
decision to halt nuclear and ICBM tests.
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Secretary of State Mike Pompeo testifies before the
Senate Appropriations subcommittee on Capitol
Hill in Washington on Tuesday, April 10, 2019

