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Esports cuts
the ribbon

New athletic program debuts
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

The new Edinboro University esports program was officially
welcomed to the athletics department on Sept. 16 at what the
department termed a “virtual ribbon cutting.” The program
has been in development since the fall of 2018 and was initially
brought forward by swim coach, and now director of the
venture, Chris Rhodes.
“This program isn’t only going to help from the enrollment
standpoint, but it will also help paint Edinboro’s name in a
positive light,” said Rhodes at the ceremony.
The esports program will partake in nine games to begin.
Currently, the games being played are: “League of Legends,”
“Rocket League,” “Hearthstone,” “Overwatch,” “Super Smash
Bros. Ultimate,” “Fortnite,” “Apex Legends,” “Counter-Strike:
Global Offensive” and “Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six Siege.”
According to Rhodes, rosters have been for the most part
finalized, with Head Coach Chris Hower saying that they are
still nailing down final players for the “Apex Legends” group.
“We went through the tryout process for the past week and a
half...we have our competitors and we have two subs per team,”
said Rhodes.
Hower is the head coach for the esports program and brings
experience as a nationally ranked “League of Legends” player.
“The tighter the roster gets, the more practice and synergy the
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Left and lower right: Gamers at play. Upper Right: EU esports director Chris Rhodes.
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Fermentation Science ‘Boro Council meets Sept. 9
Newest EU program debuts for fall
2019, labs still in development
By Collin Alekson
Staff Writer

The university’s new fermentation
science program is a rumor no more.
It’s officially part of the Edinboro
campus, as of fall 2019. It is a Bachelor
of Science degree, housed within
the College of Science and Health
Professions.
Dr. Janet Rogers, chairperson of
the Chemistry Department, helped
develop the new program along with
Dr. Nathan Armatas.
“Members of the administration
came to us and asked us if we were
interested in putting together a
fermentation science program,” said
Rogers.
“Dr. Armatas took the lead on that.
He put together the program and
the rest of the faculty helped develop
courses to go into the program.”
The program entails much more
than the perceived notion of alcoholic
fermentation. In fact, the application
and science involved ranges from
food processing to the pharmaceutical
industry.
“We didn’t want it to focus on say,
beer or wine, we wanted it to be a
broader program to give students
graduating from the program more
options,” said Rogers.
Fermented foods, as Rogers
explains, include coffee, tea, chocolate,
many dairy products like cheese,
yogurt and kefir, along with fermented
vegetables, meats and bread.
The required coursework for the
program ranges from chemistry to
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biology. “We need all the chemistry,
biology and physics if we’re going
to test the quality of fermented food
products,” said Rogers.
He continued, “We need the
biology courses to understand the
micro-organisms that are used in
fermentation.”
Partnerships with local businesses
will offer students enrolled in the
program a wide variety of potential
internships and job training.
According to the program’s website,
“there are currently 10 cheese/dairy
product manufacturers, 4 major
pharmaceutical companies, 56
breweries, 47 winery/vineyards and
18 distilleries,” all within a 100-mile
radius of the university.
On top of the new program,
new additions to Cooper Hall will
be introduced in the coming years
specifically for fermentation science.
Rogers explained that the department
“received a grant from the state for
establishing a yeast library, so that is in
development.”
Along with the yeast library,
a fermentation lab is also in
development and the faculty is looking
for a suitable location. “Discussions
are on the way for where the best place
to put the fermentation lab [is],” said
Rogers.
While in its novice stage, the
program has a reputation to uphold, as
the Edinboro University Twitter page
describes the degree as being “the only
one of its kind in PA.”
Collin Alekson| @edinboronow

The Arts

$250K grant awarded, trick or treat set for Oct. 31
By Amber Chisholm
& Shayma Musa
Staff Writer | News Editor

Topics ranging from rental
applications, the university’s Art
100 celebration and community
reports were discussed as part of
a recent council meeting for the
Home Rule Borough of Edinboro.
The meeting took place on Sept. 9,
at 6:30 p.m.
Town solicitor Tim Wachter
began the meeting by discussing
with the council whether or
not they were happy with the
services that Building Inspection
Underwriters of PA has been
providing the borough. Building
Inspection Underwriters are
a branch company of Middle
Atlantic Inspections, which
the borough contracts as their
building code official. According
to Finance Director Jason
Spangenberg, the council voted
that they were happy with the
service that Building Inspection
Underwriters has been providing.
Another topic of discussion
was construction on Darrow
Road, which occurred from Sept.
4-7. The council confirmed that
construction has been completed.
Conversation eventually shifted
to the application for a student
rental license. Applications will
be mailed out for the upcoming
calendar year, and the council
voted on an increase of the fee
from $40 to $45.
Discussion and approval took
place regarding other matters,
such as trick or treat, which is
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‘Boro council meetings occur at 6:30 p.m. on the second
Monday of every month in the Borough of Edinboro building.
scheduled for Oct. 31 from 6 to 8
p.m.
The manager’s report
highlighted a press conference that
was hosted on Sept. 11, focusing
on projects concerning the town
and grant funding. These grants
are expected to be $250,000 over
the next three years and will be
distributed by the Erie County
Gaming Revenue Authority
(ECGRA). The $250,000 grant is
called the Mission Main Street
grant by ECGRA, and according
to a press release, the grant will
go toward “reinvigorating (the
Edinboro) downtown corridor.”
It “will provide direct assistance
to the business community
through facade improvements,
transformation of lighting and
sidewalks, new banners for Erie
and Meadville Streets, [and will]
train and reinforce partners to
leverage social media platforms to
advance business and community
goals,” stated the release.

Art Student
Spotlight

The press conference and
awarding of grants was hosted at
Goodell Gardens & Homestead.
Other organizations that have
received ECGRA grants include
the Edinboro hub of the Northwest
Pennsylvania Innovation Beehive
Network. New Edinboro University
President Guiyou Huang was in
attendance.
The final topic discussed was
Art 100, a celebration of the 100year anniversary of the Edinboro
University Art Department.
Programming is in full swing, with a
reception showcasing local artwork
being arranged for Thursday, Oct.
10. The reception is scheduled to
be hosted at the borough council
building.
The next ‘Boro council meeting
will take place on Oct. 14 at 6:30
p.m.
Amber Chisholm
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com
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Read about the work of
junior illustration major
Ashleigh Bowman.
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esports

Rhodes. He continued to explain that when
teams win tournaments, the prize money goes
toward scholarships for the esports program.

team will build,” he said. The “Rocket League”
group had their first bout Sunday, however,
the game crashed during the match, leading
to the tournament managers postponing the
game until a further date.
“We are in the process of registering
for tournaments. The unique thing about
esports is that we can register for multiple
tournaments at any time. So, for example,
swim[ming] has a set schedule of 16
competition dates. Esports is different. We are
going to be registering for bigger tournaments
like the “Overwatch” tournament, however,
we might register for a tournament two weeks
before it happens,” explained Rhodes.
Additionally, he said that there is no fee
attached to registering for the tournaments on
the university’s end.
According to Rhodes, there are currently
40 players in the esports program, however
they are looking for 45 players total. These
students must meet the same GPA and
academic requirements as athletes playing
more traditional sports within the athletics
program. At this point however, players are
not being offered scholarships, although this
might change in the future, “We’re working
on it (obtaining scholarships). We’ve secured
some funding for that; again they are not
getting full rides or anything like that, but our
plan is to be able to offer scholarships,” said

Hower added: “The university has a few
thousand dollars worth of scholarship money
available, however we have not finalized the
criteria for who is eligible for that. It could
largely go toward team captains. It depends.
We will go forward and see what their grades
are toward midterms, and it is something that
could be disbursed at the beginning of next
semester instead of this one. It’s all still being
decided.”
One hope is that the rise of esports
programs and Edinboro’s participation will
help them reach new kinds of students.
“I’ve talked with a number of parents whose
kids are looking at coming to Edinboro,
and what we’ve done is given those kids an
opportunity that they wouldn’t have before,”
said Rhodes.
“In particular, one mother said, ‘my son isn’t
an athlete, an academic, he’s not into music,
and he’s not good at art, he’s just a student that
has done well at gaming.’ What we’ve done
[with this program] is give him a platform
where he can be successful. He wasn’t even
looking at a four-year college, and now he’s
coming to Edinboro in the fall.”
Follow the esports program as the
tournament schedule is being finalized at
gofightingscots.com.

From A1

Shayma Musa | edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

Section A n Page 2

Tech-giants like Google and Facebook are virtually unregulated and
unsupervised when it comes to privacy and advertising.

Momentum grows for a digital
watchdog to regulate tech giants
By Ben Brody

EU first-year enrollment increases 18% in 2019
By Livia Homerski
Executive Editor

According to the 2019 Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) census,
Edinboro University has welcomed in 2019 its largest incoming freshman class in three years.
There are 706 first-time students enrolled. The average high school GPA of the freshman class
has also seen an increase, with it rising to a 3.55, as compared to a 3.51 and 3.53 in 2018 and
2017, respectively.
Livia Homerski| edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

PASSHE Chancellor Greenstein conducts culture
and engagement survey across state system
By Samantha Mannion
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, Sept. 17, Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Chancellor Dan
Greenstein conducted a culture and engagement survey for his System Redesign effort.
According to the press release, the research took place because Greenstein had, “stressed the
importance of building a stronger internal culture through better employee engagement,”
since the beginning of his tenure as chancellor.
He thought the way to go about doing that was by first assessing the workplace environment
via a 10-15 minute survey. The press release also said the information would be confidential
and the state system would only have access to aggregated responses.
Samantha Mannion| edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

Edinboro collaborates with 100Kin10 STEM Network
By Samantha Mannion
Staff Writer

Edinboro University has recently joined the national 100Kin10 network to help get new
science, technology, mathematics and engineering, or STEM, teachers in schools.
The network aims to tackle systemic challenges in order to give support to current STEM
teachers and in turn educate the next generation. Their main goal is to get 100,000 STEM
teachers in classrooms within 10 years.
According to the press release, “The collaboration with 100Kin10 aligns with Edinboro
University’s recent $1.2 million National Science Foundation (NSF) Robert Noyce Teaching
Scholarship Program grant to help address the nationwide shortage of secondary STEM
educators.” It will reward $17,150 to the highest achieving STEM students.
Samantha Mannion| edinboro.spectator@gmail.com
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Bloomberg News

With Big Tech accused of everything from
decimating industries to abusing privacy,
calls are growing for the creation of a federal
regulator.
Presidential candidates, consumer
advocates and some antitrust enforcers have
focused on breaking up Amazon.com Inc.,
Apple Inc., Facebook Inc. and Alphabet Inc.’s
Google — or at least forcing them to unwind
past acquisitions. Yet those moves could take
years and face lengthy court challenges.
The desire for faster action is fueling
demands for a new agency to oversee the
industry, an idea that’s gaining traction among
liberal and free-market economists in the U.S.,
Europe and Australia. They say there’s plenty
of precedent: The U.S. and other countries
have watchdogs for specific industries, such as
aviation, medicine, financial services and the
environment, so why not digital markets?
Advocates say a digital regulator could
referee disputes between competitors, set
standards for privacy, make it easier to move
one’s data between networks, and make sure
the biggest companies aren’t squelching
innovation or smothering potential rivals.
“If the search engine discriminates against
you vigorously enough, you’re not alive for
very long,” said Fiona Scott Morton, a Yale
University economist and a former antitrust
official at the Justice Department. “You need
a regulator to be alerted to the problem on
Monday and be able to have a hearing the next
Monday, figure it out and keep the victim alive
rather than taking two or three years to bring
a case.”
The European Union on Tuesday took a
big step in this direction when the presidentelect of the EU Commission enlarged the
portfolio of Margrethe Vestager, one of the
world’s toughest antitrust regulators as the
bloc’s competition commissioner. As the head
of digital affairs, she will oversee such matters
as big data, innovation, cybersecurity and
artificial intelligence, along with antitrust.
In the U.S., efforts to establish such an
agency would be met with many obstacles.
Republicans, who opposed the creation of the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau in
2010, would likely fight another bureaucracy.
Democrats may see it as diluting antitrust
inquiries. The tech companies, too, would
likely try to stop it. An agency with the power
to require changes to their business practices
could be even more threatening to their
bottom lines than budding federal and state
antitrust investigations.
Besides Scott Morton, who led a University
of Chicago panel that produced a report on
the digital economy in July, supporters include
Jason Furman, President Barack Obama’s
former chief economic adviser who was the
lead author of a similar study for the British
government.
President Donald Trump might welcome
a digital authority, which could also monitor
social-media companies for alleged bias.
He has been a persistent critic of Facebook,
Google and Twitter Inc. for what he says is
suppression of conservative political opinions,
a charge the companies have denied.
It’s notable that a digital agency was a key
proposal in the report by the University of
Chicago’s Stigler Center for the Study of the
Economy and the State. The so-called Chicago
School’s laissez-faire thinking on antitrust
has dominated the approach of courts and
enforcers since the 1970s. Many experts now
think that stance went too far, clearing the
way for industry overall to become more

consolidated and for the tech giants to rise.
To foster more competition, a digital agency
could, for example, mandate that companies
can’t discriminate against rivals that operate
on their platforms. It might ban Amazon, on
which many third-party merchants depend to
sell their goods, from punishing a successful
outside vendor by pushing it down in its
search rankings. Or it might require that
Apple lower its fee for app store purchases
of third-party services, such as Spotify
Technology SA’s music-streaming service,
which competes with Apple Music.
A digital authority was also the central
recommendation in Furman’s report. The
U.K.’s competition authority in July said a
new regulator might be needed to police
the digital platforms, mirroring Furman’s
recommendations. A version is under
consideration in Australia, whose competition
commission also issued a similar report in
July.
Some American lawmakers are warming to
the idea, including Senator Lindsey Graham,
a South Carolina Republican and chairman of
the Judiciary Committee, who is a close ally
of Trump’s. “It seems that a regulatory body
is the right way to go,” Graham told reporters
after a hearing on technology and competition
in May.
Even Facebook’s Chief Executive Officer
Mark Zuckerberg has called for global
regulations on data ownership by consumers,
policing harmful content, protecting the
integrity of elections and guarding privacy
rights. Erin Egan, Facebook’s chief privacy
officer, last week outlined areas where a
regulator or other outside group could help
improve choice and promote innovation —
two goals of antitrust enforcement.
A regulator could oversee data portability,
in which consumers move their data from
one social-media site to another. It could
establish standards to make sure Facebook
users who want to move to an alternative
network can easily take their lists of friends,
photos and posts with them. Congress did
something similar when it passed the 1996
Telecommunications Act, which forced
carriers to let consumers keep their phone
numbers when switching networks.
A related idea would have digital
companies pay consumers for the use of
their data. California is looking into it, while
Democratic Senator Mark Warner of Virginia
and a Republican colleague, Josh Hawley of
Missouri, back legislation that would make
companies publicize the value of the data they
hold. If consumers are going to own and sell
their own data, a regulator would have to set
up a marketplace and establish basic rules.
Facebook and Google say users can
already download their data for personal
use, but critics have said the process is too
cumbersome, or the data that users are
allowed to move is too limited, to represent
true portability.
All four companies have also said they face
robust competition and don’t monopolize
their respective markets or block access to
their platforms by competitors.
Amazon spokesman Jack Evans said the
company represents 1% of global retail,
including e-commerce and brick-and-mortar
stores, and that it depends on third-party
sellers for its success.
Apple referred to July testimony before
the House antitrust panel by a company
vice president who said Apple runs a fair
marketplace that has allowed apps, including
Spotify, to succeed, and that its own apps face
tough competition.
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Felicity Huffman sentenced to 14 days in prison in admissions scandal
By Matthew Ormseth
and Joel Rubin
Los Angeles Times

BOSTON — Actress Felicity
Huffman was sentenced Friday to 14
days in prison for paying to rig her
daughter’s university entrance exams,
a narrow victory for prosecutors in the
college admissions case who wanted a
heavier penalty but argued that some
amount time behind bars for Huffman
and other wealthy parents can be “the
only leveler” against their money and
influence.
In ordering her to prison, U.S.
District Judge Indira Talwani
rejected pleas from Huffman, 56,
and her attorney that she be spared
incarceration.
The judge also ordered Huffman
to pay a $30,000 fine and serve 250
hours of community service. After her
two weeks in custody, Huffman must
spend a year under the supervision of
probation officials.
“I accept the court’s decision today
without reservation,” Huffman said in
a written statement. “I broke the law. I
have admitted that, and I pleaded guilty
to this crime. There are no excuses or
justifications for my actions. Period.”
Huffman, who was accompanied in
court by her husband, actor William H.
Macy, added, “My hope now is that my
family, my friends and my community
will forgive me for my actions.” Macy
was not charged in the scheme.
Friday’s sentencing hearing in
Boston capped months of embarrassing
scrutiny for the “Desperate
Housewives” star, whose reputation
in Hollywood as a down-to-earth
anti-diva has been tarnished by
the revelation she paid $15,000 to
William “Rick” Singer, a college
admissions consultant who preyed
on his wealthy clients’ anxieties about
getting their kids into top schools and
their willingness to pay huge sums to

access his illicit operation.
Huffman was one of 33 parents
charged in March in a sweeping
investigation into Singer’s scheme.
Some, like Huffman, were accused of
paying Singer to boost their children’s
SAT and ACT scores. Others were
alleged to have paid larger, six-figure
sums to slip their children into elite
schools — Yale, Stanford, Georgetown,
the University of California, Los
Angeles and the University of Southern
California, among others — as
purported athletic recruits for sports
they didn’t play.
In an emotional, last-ditch plea for
leniency, Huffman addressed Talwani
on Friday in a courtroom filled
with family, friends, and journalists.
Huffman began by apologizing for
her actions and described to the judge
what she was thinking on the Saturday
morning two years earlier when she
drove her daughter to a SAT testing
site in West Hollywood, where Singer
had planted an accomplice who would
correct wrong answers the girl made on
her exam.
Her daughter was nervous, Huffman
recalled, and asked if they could get ice
cream afterward.
“I thought to myself, ‘Turn around.
Turn around. Just turn around,’”
Huffman said, breaking into tears. “And
to my eternal shame, I didn’t.”
Along with the parents, including a
34th who pleaded guilty in July, federal
prosecutors in Boston charged about
a dozen college coaches, test proctors
and administrators with conspiring
with Singer in what the U.S attorney’s
office in Massachusetts called the
country’s largest-ever investigation
into corruption in college admissions.
Singer pleaded guilty and helped
prosecutors build their cases against
Huffman and other parents.
Huffman was among 15 parents
who didn’t fight the government’s
case, pleading guilty in May. A dozen

more parents who have admitted to
conspiring with Singer are slated to be
sentenced over the coming months,
many of them by Talwani. Other
parents have pleaded not guilty to fraud
and money laundering charges.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Eric Rosen,
lead prosecutor in the case, had
asked Talwani to sentence Huffman
to a month in prison, saying she and
the other parents suffered from “an
astonishing degree of self-entitlement
and moral insularity.”
In court Friday, Rosen made a final,
impassioned argument in favor of
locking up Huffman, calling her deal
with Singer “a considered, deliberate
and purposeful criminal act.”
Rigging her daughter’s test took
time and commitment to see through,
Rosen said, and Huffman “didn’t just
go into a Walmart one day, pick up a
fake SAT score off the shelf and check
out.” The scam, Rosen noted, required
deceiving several people over a period
of months: her daughter’s high school,
the test companies that administer the
exams, and her daughter herself.
Rosen scoffed at Huffman’s offer of
community service in lieu of prison,
pointing out that her lawyers mention
her volunteering in a court filing.
“Punishment is doing what you don’t
want to do,” he said, “not something
you already do and enjoy.”
Rosen has tried to portray the case
as an opportunity for the government
and judicial system to push back
against the greed and outsize buying
power of the wealthy in the country’s
higher education system. He has asked
Talwani to sentence the other parents
who have pleaded guilty to between
one and 15 months in prison.
“Some period of incarceration is
the only meaningful sanction for these
crimes. Not because the defendants’
relative wealth has generated public
resentment, but because jail is a
particularly meaningful response to

Emory faculty accused of using racial slurs
By Eric Stirgus

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Emory University is
investigating two instances
this month of faculty members
using a term in their classes
that’s often used to disparage
African Americans.
The utterances of the n-word,
both by adjunct law professors,
occurred on Sept. 9, in different
classes, Emory officials said.
In one situation, a student
confronted the professor during
the class about the word and the
faculty member apologized, the
university said.
The ongoing investigations
come as the school considers
whether to dismiss Paul
Zwier, a tenured professor
who used the same word,
twice, last year. The professors
said they used the word to
describe discrimination against
African Americans or Native
Americans, not to disrespect
anyone.

Emory declined to discuss
the status of the investigations,
and did not identify the
two professors in the latest
incidents.
“These events have raised
questions and concerns for
our community,” Emory’s
law school dean, Mary Anne
Bobinski, who started in
August, said in a message to
faculty hours after the second
Sept. 9 incident. “I am writing
to ensure that you are aware
of the situation and to let you
know that a range of law school
faculty (including one of the
faculty members involved),
staff, and other university units
have been working to address
these concerns.”
Emory Black Law School
Association president Enu
Mkparu wrote a letter to
classmates, faculty and
administrators after the first
Sept. 9 incident saying how
“emotionally fatiguing the
incidents of last year were and

why it is particularly important
to be mindful of the use of
racially derogatory slurs.”
Robert Saunooke, one of the
Emory professors who used the
n-word in his class, told The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution in
a telephone interview Monday
he was discussing how Native
Americans are “depersonalized”
when he used the phrases “sand
(n-word)” and “red (n-word).”
Saunooke, who said he is an
enrolled member of the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians, said
he has used such phrases in
prior years and no students had
questioned him about it before.
Saunooke was first identified
and interviewed by legal
newspaper The Daily Report.
Saunooke, who’s still teaching
the course, Federal Indian Law
and Policy, said he wasn’t trying
to offend anyone.
“History is ugly and you can’t
filter it,” Saunooke told the AJC
Monday.

this kind of offense,” Rosen wrote.
“For wrongdoing that is predicated
on wealth and rationalized by a sense
of privilege, incarceration is the only
leveler: In prison everyone is treated
the same, dressed the same, and
intermingled regardless of affluence,
position or fame.”
In sending Huffman to prison, albeit
for a brief period, Talwani seemed to
signal she agreed with Rosen.
David P. Shapiro, a defense attorney
in San Diego who is not involved in
the case, said the judge’s decision on
Huffman “should be cause for concern”
for parents who have admitted their
guilt and for those who so far have
pleaded not guilty.
If Huffman, whom the judge praised
for fully accepting responsibility and
who prosecutors said was one of the
least culpable defendants in the case,
still was sent to prison, other parents
can expect to receive “the same, if not
substantially more” time incarcerated,
he said.
Parents who have maintained their
innocence but are weighing a plea
deal may see Huffman’s sentence as
motivation to take their case to trial,
knowing an acquittal by a jury may
be the only chance of evading prison,
Shapiro added.
Talwani did deal prosecutors a
setback Tuesday, denying their request
that she use the amount of money
parents paid to get in on Singer’s
scheme to drive up potential prison
sentences.
In a letter to Talwani last week,
Huffman said she sought out Singer
initially to provide legitimate college
counseling to her daughter. Singer
and his employees had been tutoring
the girl for about a year when the
consultant told Huffman the teen’s
math scores weren’t high enough to get
her auditions at the performing arts
programs in the colleges she hoped to
attend.

Singer told Huffman he had a
“proctor” — Mark Riddell, a Harvard
graduate in his mid-30s — who could
fix her daughter’s test, Huffman wrote
in the letter. “We will make sure she
gets the score she needs,” he told
Huffman, according to her letter.
Huffman said she was “shocked”
to hear it could be done. She mulled
it over for six weeks, she said, feeling
a mounting sense of panic that her
daughter might be barred from “getting
a shot at auditioning and doing what
she loves because she can’t do math.”
“As warped as this sounds now,”
she said in the letter, “I honestly began
to feel that maybe I would be a bad
mother if I didn’t do what Mr. Singer
was suggesting.”
Two months later, Huffman’s
daughter took the SAT at a private
school in West Hollywood.
Unbeknownst to the girl, Huffman
and prosecutors say, Singer paid an
administrator at the school to let
Riddell correct her answers once she’d
finished the test.
Along with Singer, Riddell has
pleaded guilty in the case and is
awaiting sentencing. The school
administrator, Igor Dvorskiy, has
pleaded not guilty to conspiracy to
commit racketeering.
Huffman’s attorney, Martin Murphy,
had asked the judge to compare his
client’s case to those involving similarly
nonviolent, first-time offenders, many
of whom are spared prison. Although
Huffman should not be treated
favorably because of her wealth and
fame, he said, it would be equally unfair
to punish her more harshly because of
her privileged status.
Pointing to letters that 30 of
Huffman’s friends, family and
colleagues wrote to the judge, Murphy
called Huffman a “good, caring and
decent person,” who in one instance
“strayed from the kind and decent life
she led.”
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Life lessons, pain and healing
EU student Devon Brown debuts book of poems
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

When Devon Brown was in 10th grade,
there was an empty slot in his schedule and
only one class still available: creative writing.
Brown, now a junior communications
major at Edinboro, says writing became a
habit after that, as a rolling sea of untapped
potential began to spill onto the page in
the form of fiction and poetry. Brown
accumulated so many poems over a twoyear period that he decided to publish them.
His debut collection, a book of poetry
titled “A World That Taught, A Knife That
Cut, A Rose That Grew,” is described in its
introduction as being a “message to others”
about the importance of vulnerability. It
reads: “Do not be afraid. Do not let society
trick you into thinking emotion is weakness.
Love fearlessly, cry if you need to cry,
provide when you need to provide...To feel is
to be human. To feel is to be alive.”

Brown describes the poetry collection as
being in three parts.
“A World That Taught,” according to the
author, is about the little life lessons you get
if you pay close enough attention.
“I’m an emotional guy,” said Brown,
continuing to explain that the poems in the
second part of the anthology — “A Knife
That Cut” — depict the pain of heartbreak.
The contents of this section follow Brown’s
evolution as he overcame adversities like
lost love. In part three, “A Rose That Grew,”
Brown says the poems are about developing
emotional maturity.
At one point during the process of
compiling the collection, Brown felt he had
hit a wall. The majority of his poems were,
admittedly, “kind of depressing,” and he
did not have enough material to create the
three sections he envisioned. Brown says his
girlfriend, Kaitlin, helped him overcome his
writer’s block.
“She motivated me to start the ‘A Rose That
Grew’ section, because she was able to bring
me out of some of those sad emotions,” he
explained. This change in perception pushed
Brown to finish his book and become more
emotionally intelligent.

When asked which poem or section is his
favorite, Brown said, “I don’t read the novel a
lot, but I think my favorite is called Internal
Cuts.” This is a poem about self-inflicted
punishment. “Just because your tool is a bottle
[and] not a blade doesn’t mean it’s not self
harm...If you pay attention you see that people
use substances, specifically alcohol, at a young
age to inflict self harm,” he said.
Brown credits our alcohol-centric social
norms with the prevalence of substance abuse
as a form of self harm, calling it “alcoholic
culture.”
Brown hopes his poetry can help others
realize that using substances to alter their
realities can be as detrimental as more direct
forms of self harm. To him, allowing ourselves
to simply feel our emotions, instead of dulling
them or punishing ourselves for feeling them,
is the only way to grow.
In the introduction of the anthology, Brown
states: “Every work in this collection was
written in sober mind, free of the influence

of any drug or stimuli. This is my unfiltered
mind and emotion, nothing more or less.”
Of the poems, he writes, “I hope they make
you feel.”
Brown used Amazon to self-publish his
novel and encourages others to do so. His
advice to other writers eager to expand their
portfolios is “Don’t be afraid to self-publish
and don’t worry much about branding
because the product will speak for itself.”
According to Brown, “The only thing that
separates someone who is ‘just a writer’
from an author is following through.”
The success of his poetry collection
caught the attention of the Oklahoma-based
publishing company Askew Publishing.
Next year, Askew will be releasing Brown’s
next work “Maine Raine,” a fictional mystery
novel about a young rape victim who is
confronted with further challenges when
it becomes clear she is carrying her rapist’s
baby.
“A World That Taught, A Knife That Cut,
A Rose That Grew” is available for purchase
or download on Amazon and on Brown’s
website, devonjbrown.com
Zeila Hobson | @edinboronow

EU Planetarium preps for new semester
By Hazel Modlin
Staff Writer

Join the Edinboro
Planetarium to boldly go
where no one has gone
before.
The Edinboro University
fall 2019 planetarium
schedule has been released.
This year, from early
September to the middle of
December, the planetarium
is offering shows for students
and community members
alike, led by Dr. David Hurd,
the venue’s director.
Hurd works closely with
the student organization
Cooper Hall Ambassadors of
Science (CHAOS) in order to
develop a program each year,
attempting to give those at
Edinboro a chance to learn
about the sky we live under.
“The planetarium serves
as a means to highlight
certain astronomical events,”
he said.
Hurd has helped to
plan many seasons for the
planetarium, and he says
he never ceases to find new
material.
“I really like the programs
that highlight a specific
astronomical event. For
example, we have a transit of
Mercury coming up.”
On Sept. 17 and Nov. 19,
both at 6 p.m., there will be
a show specifically designed
for children ages 1-12. This
show, called “World at
Night,” will introduce kids
to the different nocturnal
wildlife found at Presque Isle
State Park.
On Sept. 23 at 7 p.m.,
the planetarium will be
hosting the “Equinox Show.”
This event celebrates the
beginning of fall and will be
an informational program
about what happens on the
autumnal equinox (along
with why the seasons occur).

The planetarium offers
stress-relieving programs in
addition to its informative
ones. On both Oct. 2 at 2
p.m. and Nov. 25 at 6 and
7:30 p.m., they will have
a program titled “Laser
Fun,” where students and
community members can
come together and enjoy
their favorite songs put to a
laser show.
Then, with their show
“What’s Up Wednesday,” the
planetarium is here to take
its viewers out of this world.
This event is meant to show
those who are interested the
different constellations that
are visible near ‘Boro. This
show takes place on Oct. 9
at 7 p.m.
On Oct. 15 at 7:30 p.m.,
the planetarium is offering
everyone the chance to listen
to their favorite Beatles’
songs put to a laser show.
Called “Abbey Road,” this
show features their album
and is for music lovers
everywhere.
The planetarium is also
offering outside programs
this year. On Oct. 21 at 7
p.m., if the weather holds
out, the planetarium is
hosting a stargazing event
at Erie Bluffs State Park.
Dress warmly if you plan on
attending.
Meanwhile, if you enjoy
Greek mythology, this
year’s “Legends of the Night
Sky” will most likely be an
event of interest to you.
On Oct. 30 at 7 p.m., the
planetarium will tell the tale
of Andromeda.
On Nov. 5 at 7 p.m., the
planetarium is hosting the
“Transit Show.” This event
explains what occurs when
Mercury lines up in front of
the sun in something called
a transit. The actual event
occurs on Nov. 11, but the
planetarium is presenting the

informational program a few
days before. On the day of
the actual event, they invite
everyone to join them in the
parking lot from 7:30 a.m. to
1 p.m.
This year, they’re also
continuing to offer the
annual “Star of Wonder”
Christmas special on Dec.
3 at 6 p.m. and 7:30, as
well as on Dec. 12 at 6 p.m.
This show explains why we
celebrate winter when we
do, why Christians celebrate
Christ’s birth on Dec. 25,
why Santa goes south for
the winter, and more. The
Christmas show tends to
be a crowd favorite, so
Hurd encourages attendees
to reserve tickets well in
advance.
All shows will be held
in Cooper Science Center
Room 169. Weather pending,
each show will be followed
by a public viewing in the
Edinboro Observatory.
Hurd explained that “the
heart of the planetarium is the
star projector” and that they
aim to give viewers a clear
picture of what’s above them.
This is a sky without pollution
or other obstacles.
“For most people, we’ve
kind of lost that with cities
and expansion. And so,
the planetarium always
allows our visitors to get
out underneath the sky, no
matter what the weather
conditions are like here at
Edinboro. The temperature is
always just right, and there’s
never a cloud in the sky.”
While all shows are free
of charge, reservations
are required. The
planetarium can seat up
to 70 comfortably. Online
reservations can be found at:
edinboro.edu/planetarium.
Hazel Modlin| @edinboronow

Ashleigh Bowman’s block print depicts a scene of the moon.

Photos: Zeila Hobson

The beauty of nature
Junior illustration major speaks on her craft
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

Ashleigh Bowman has always
been creative, even as a tot.
Bowman, a junior illustration
major also pursuing minors
in printmaking and sculpture,
remembers finger-painting with
something unexpected as a small
child. Trix yogurt.
You see, her parents had
to replace the regular paint
with yogurt, as Bowman was
too young to understand that
paint shouldn’t be eaten. Her
grandmother still has one of her
yogurt masterpieces.
Bowman was heavily
influenced by both her
grandmothers, as well as her
father, in the pursuit of art,
having grown up watching them
find joy in creativity.
She claims to have always
known she would pursue a
career in art and isn’t put off by
the “starving artist” trope. She
also described how hard it can be
to brand oneself in the matterof-fact tone of someone who’s
wholly unintimidated, saying
“It takes years to build up a
network; it’s not something that’s
easily accessible.”
Though her parents do express
worry about financial stability,
Bowman herself is untroubled
by the idea of “not making it.”
She believes her work speaks for
itself, and the greater Edinboro
arts community has been an
incredible asset to Bowman.
“The people I’ve met in the art
community have really turned
me into who I am.”

She continued: “In high school
I hadn’t yet come into myself
[and] I didn’t have a set group of
friends where I could just be me
and explore who I was. Coming
here, everyone is so unique and
passionately them, and it makes
me want to do the same.”
This semester, Bowman is
exploring a leadership role in
the arts community as vice
president of the illustration
club. She credits Dr. Michelle
Vitali, an illustration professor,
with sparking a passion for the
subject within her. “She is excited
about illustration, which gets me
excited and makes me want to
further explore the medium.”
Bowman sells work at art
events and takes commissions,
such as tattoo designs. Calling
herself an “environmentalist
in training,” Bowman presents
a portfolio inspired by nature,
especially plant life. Her
paintings, prints and sculptures
reflect the beauty of the natural
phenomena we often take for
granted. She is very familiar
with natural miracles; Bowman
loves to garden in the summers.
When she was remembering
her experiences landscaping for
a family friend back home, her
eyes lit up and she offered a wry
smile at the memory of “yanking
up weeds.”
This past summer, a friend
showed Bowman an Instagram
post offering work to illustrators
to design a book cover. She
threw her hat in the ring, taking
the author’s notes on how he
imagined the illustration. Her
design was chosen by Devon

Brown, a fellow EUP student, to
be the cover of his self-published
book of poetry, “A World That
Taught, A Knife That Cut, A
Rose That Grew” (look on this
very page for his story).
Art takes hard work,
according to Bowman, especially
emotionally. She maintained
that the constant battle fought
by an artist to find and occupy
her niche, form a coherent
and relevant message and then
execute it in the proper manner
is one for the strong-willed.
With any art form, planning and
building an idea takes time and
effort, and it can be mentally and
physically demanding, according
to her. Bowman summed up
the rigor of being an artist with
one short phrase: “It sure is
convenient that Loveland is open
all night.”
Bowman is currently
brainstorming for Inktober,
a month-long social media
challenge wherein artists are
tasked with posting an original
drawing every day of October.
The drawings must be in ink,
and every day there is a different
prompt to inspire the artwork.
For example, some of the
prompts for #inktober2019 are
“enchanted,” “sling,” “ghost” and
“dizzy.”
She is also working on class
projects in screenprinting and
painting. To see more of her
work or commission a piece,
follow her Instagram
@abowman_artwork.
Zeila Hobson | @edinboronow

The Arts

ae.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 119 | Issue 3 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, September 19, 2019

Section A n Page 5

Your future self,
your past self
Edinboro graduate releases book,
discusses the asylum experience
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

By the time Edinboro alumnus
Ali Nuri was 3 years old, he and
his family were in a Saudi Arabia
refugee camp, fleeing persecution in
Iraq from Saddam Hussein. During
his time there, Nuri recalls having
little to no access to food, water,
medicine and other living necessities.
Meanwhile, his days were spent
walking around barefoot, wearing
the same clothes every day and
struggling to even properly breathe
due to harsh conditions.
Finally, at the age of 7, Nuri and
his family were able to leave the
camp, making their way to the U.S.
After moving around the country
for some time, they would end up in
Erie, where he then located resources
to tend to his autistic brother, as well
as the proper tools they would use to
rebuild their lives.
Each year, thousands like Nuri
navigate the complicated process
of seeking asylum in the U.S. for
protection from war, violence and
persecution. This experience, and
many others, is captured in the alum’s
newly released book “Rain and
Embers.”
Available both digitally and in
paperback through Amazon and
Barnes & Noble, “Rain and Embers”
has the writer diving deep into
being a refugee and “the personal
consequences that the forces of
discrimination, persecution and

brutality have had in shaping both
who Nuri has become and the
modern world at large,” as stated in
his press release.
In the memoir, he speaks of the
hope and community he was able to
find here in the U.S., specifically in
Erie.
Regarding the nearby city, Nuri
noted in an interview that it was
the place he truly learned what it
meant to be an American, “where a
community of people would come
together to open their hearts and
their lives to help those who were less
fortunate.”
However, Nuri did have to
experience some initial mistreatment
and racism from his peers, especially
during his early education years
when he was still learning English.
He specifically recalls many of
his teachers making little effort to
help him in the process of learning
English, leaving him feeling
discouraged. Even worse, Nuri can
recall being spit on in second grade
on the school bus, and he would
also hear the children sing the song
“Bombs Over Baghdad.”
After his elementary years, Nuri
attended East High School and was
able to find a group of classmates also
from Iraq. Together, they formed a
support system to help one another
with navigating the racism and
poverty they faced.
After graduating high school,
Nuri continued his education at
Edinboro University, majoring in

Contributed Photo

The front and back cover of ‘Rain and Embers,’ written by Edinboro graduate Ali Nuri.
urban planning. Fortunately, he was
able to thoroughly enjoy his time
spent at Edinboro not only due to
the students he met, but also because
of the professors, who he states,
“became instrumental in shaping the
person I have become.”
Upon graduation, Nuri moved
first to Pittsburgh before leaving for
Las Vegas, where he would soon
pursue his dream of finally writing a
book. In fact, Nuri can recall the very
moment that inspired him to write
“Rain and Embers.”
On a late-night trip from Las
Vegas to Pittsburgh last fall to see
his family, Nuri started writing the
poem “Dead Matter,” which he said
was about “the futility of cities and
the hubris of humanity continuing its
harmful trajectory in light of climate
change.”
As he gazed out the window on
his plane watching civilization, he
stated that he could recall “feeling
guilty but realizing that this is

the way our infrastructure was
built. We live this way because the
alternative is virtually impossible
in the industrialized West and our
proliferation has outpaced our
adoption of renewables.”
Stemming from that moment on
the plane, Nuri explained that he had
much more to say than what he could
put in just one poem.
To this day, the author says his
healing from personal trauma is still
a “work in progress.” However, he has
writing to thank in helping with the
process.
“Once those memories and
emotions were written down on
paper, it became slightly easier to
work through them,” said Nuri.
In addition, he makes sure to
remind himself of the things he is
grateful for. “[I have a] community
of loved ones who always listen and
remind me of how far I’ve come.”
He added: “This world isn’t
without hope; you are never truly

alone. You are accompanied by
your future self and your past
self, at the very least. One is an
experienced survivor, which is an
accomplishment of its own. That
person who carried on despite all
odds to bring you where you are will
get you through. The other is a guide
leading you toward a better life and
what could become a much brighter
future.”
“As a survivor, that traumatic
experience is behind you and your
future is unwritten,” he concluded.
As of right now, Nuri lives in Las
Vegas working as a software engineer.
Eventually, he hopes to move back
to Erie.
In the meantime, Nuri plans
on continuing to write poetry and
openly sharing his story with the
world. His other work can be found
on his website ali-nuri.com.
Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

Metals galore adorn the walls of Bates Gallery
By Ben McCullough
Social Media Coordinator

Edinboro University’s Metals Club showcased
their creations this week in Bates Gallery, a show
that ran from Sept. 9-14.
As stated in the gallery’s artist statement,
“copper, brass, nickel, and silver are just a few
of the materials you may think of for our line of
work,” but “everything from plastics to plexiglass
can be incorporated into a piece to make it
special.”
The gallery showcased jewelry of all kinds,
along with small intricate rings from artists such
as Allyson Chessey, Vicki Branagan, Narissa
Kennedy, Kattie Jones and Eric Meyer. The
gallery also featured necklaces utilizing materials
such as plexiglass, bronze, leather and topaz, plus
different bowls and boxes.

Photos: Ben McCullough

Kattie Jones’ 2019 piece ‘Polyp.’

The artist statement further read: “We are jewelers,
sculptors, inventors, artists; we are metalsmiths. We
join as a community to discuss ideas and gain new
inspiration...We joined together so that you could join
us too.”
Artist Vicki Branagan had a display arranged of
four separate pieces that all utilized oxidized copper.
One piece, titled “Stay Safe,” was made out of electric
cord and oxidized copper, resembling a respiratory
mask. Another, titled “Nurse Shannon, Nurse Jackie,”
appeared to resemble two straps attached to each other
made entirely of oxidized copper.
Bates Gallery is located in Loveland Hall and
showcases club and solo artist exhibits all semester
long.

Eric Meyer’s ‘Burden,’ made of copper.

Ben McCullough | @edinboronow

Allyson Chessey’s 2019 piece ‘Light the Way’ is made with brass, wire and wax.

Photo: STX Films/TNS

Jennifer Lopez and Constance Wu star in ‘Hustlers,’ out now.

Movie review: ‘Hustlers’
By Samantha Mannion
Staff Writer

“Hustlers,” starring Jennifer Lopez,
Constance Wu, Lili Reinhart and
Keke Palmer, is based on a true story
about strippers who used shady
practices to reclaim their power after
the 2008 stock market crash changes
the club they work at for the worst.
Overall, the film was enjoyable.
The first thing that stood out was the
soundtrack. It was the right genre for
the feel of each scene, setting a nice
tone. From heartwarming Christmas
moments underscored by Frankie
Valli, to club scenes accompanied by
bouncy baselines, it all worked well
for the section it went with.
In addition, the actresses made
you interested in seeing what the
characters were going to do next.
They also worked fantastically
as a unit and seemed to enjoy
themselves. It wasn’t an awkward
grouping of performers, which, in a
stripper movie, could be an issue. By
extension, each actress also looked
incredible, costumed in a way that
suits the characters and their bodies.
It was also well-written (Jessica
Pressler, who wrote the original
magazine article, and writer/director
Lorene Scafaria get credits). The
script knows when the audience
needs comic relief, finding a lot of
these moments with strippers being
outside the club, which humanized
them. The women also do some

shady things in this movie that
cannot be fully divulged without
spoilers, but it could be easy to
not understand why they do it. In
the moment, when they explain it,
it all makes sense how one thing
leads to another. Also, when things
do eventually get out of hand, it
is expressly clear that things have
gotten out of hand. It could be very
easy for the entire movie to seem like
the situation is out of hand, but it
doesn’t.
The movie, however, isn’t perfect.
There were some sad scenes which
didn’t hit quite right for me. I didn’t
feel as bad as I think I was meant to.
It’s also something that’s not
easily boiled down into a trailer or
one-sentence premise. It can read as
though it’s about strippers who start
to do even more questionable things
for money, when in reality it’s about
smart women taking matters into
their own hands. Of course, it’s not
in the most responsible way possible.
When trying to explain the plot to
someone after viewing, they may not
understand why you enjoyed it.
All in all, I do recommend this
movie. At its core, it is a cool,
compelling story about a diverse,
unorthodox and intelligent group
of women working together for a
common goal. It’s the details that get
dicey.
Samantha Mannion| @edinboronow
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The ‘Godfather of Punk’ returns
with experimental 18th album
By Rhiannon
Pushchak
Assistant Arts Editor

By Thomas Taylor
Contributing Writer

For the longest time, I didn’t know pianists
could be rock stars. I didn’t know they could be
cool, or popular, or even find love. It was always
the guitarist, with their weird hand formations and
high vocals — usually a tenor. It was that way for
a long time, until one summer around nine or 10
years ago, it all changed.
I was visiting my grandparents at their
beach house in Beach Haven, New Jersey. I still
remember the smell and view of the beach; even
the backgammon board smelled like it was freshly
made. A lot of my mom’s family would visit from
Long Island. One of my relatives pulled me over
to the couch at some point and showed me two
songs: “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen and
“Piano Man” by Billy Joel. One of those songs
would change my life, and it surprisingly wasn’t
Queen’s.
I had never heard anything like “Piano Man”
before, having coming from only hearing classical
piano. It was a breath of fresh air. In the live
performance that I watched, he was classically
trained, but had a vibe previously belonging only
to guitar players. His lyrics came from a place of
honesty. I could see every character in the song
clearly, sitting at that bar, biding their time and
drinking their beer. That day, I realized it didn’t
matter whether it came from a guitar or a piano,
or even if his voice was a little lower: it’s still rock
‘n’ roll to me.
I went on to listen to the album where the title
track hailed from, and my mind jumped from
song to song: from the country-style tunes of
“You’re My Home” and “The Ballad of Billy the
Kid” to the folk-rock style of “Captain Jack,” and
everything in between. There was this versatility
to every song, switching and mixing styles and
instrumentation so that every song felt unique.
He was telling stories with the characters going
through drama and to extremes. As an entertainer
and storyteller, he drew from his own experiences
and from those around him, and it shows. He was
a “Streetlife Serenader” for that kid far away from
52nd Street, looking for a voice to tell his story.
His music always made me envious, particularly
his skills as a pianist and composer. I could only
strive to work hard in my lessons, to gain the
skills that he had. His music inspired me to try
and compose my own songs, one of which was
inspired by “For The Longest Time.” “Life is a
Rose” has yet to be completed, but the a capella
melodies are still in my head.
Some of his tracks were just piano
instrumentals, such as “Root Beer Rag,” while
others had instrumental breaks between sections.
The piano solo from “Scenes From An Italian

Restaurant” was one that I tried so many times
to get, but could never do. Even today, the sheet
music still sits on my piano at home, waiting to be
performed.
Through all of middle school and high school,
he was my voice, the key to my emotions. With
the first person I ever loved seriously, “Just the
Way You Are” would play in my head every time
I was around her. After my first heartbreak, I
would sing along to the lyrics of “She’s Always a
Woman” and “Honesty,” looking for some type of
solace. High school was full of emotional highs
and lows. One day could be a river of dreams, and
the next moment I’d wish I could be like Anthony
in “Movin’ Out” and leave that town. Billy Joel’s
music was an emotional base where I could
feel vulnerable but still able to address my own
problems.
The moment I realized how much of an impact
Billy Joel’s music had on me was one I’ll always
remember. I was performing with my high school’s
chamber singers, and we were listening to another
group sing at Youngstown State University. The
song that group performed was “And So it Goes,”
the a capella voices of young men and women
conveying the emotions perfectly. Every chord
and lyric lingered, pausing for reflection. That
performance stood out to me, maybe even more
than later on in the concert when I first heard
“Adagio for Strings” by Samuel Barber. I was in my
junior year and I realized that song meant more
than heartbreak from somebody you loved. It was
the pain of having someone or something leave
you, and for me it was the memories and friends I
made in high school. How could I move on in life
after those times had come to an end?
I wondered this throughout senior year and it
wasn’t until my last musical performance in high
school that I had the answer. I needed to slow
down, enjoy the time that I had left in high school
with all of my friends. My own ambitions would
be waiting for me later in life, but I needed to keep
dreaming and creating. The memories and friends
I had in high school would always be there, no
matter where I went. “Vienna” was the song which
made me realize that. It was also the song that was
in my head when I walked across the stage during
graduation to get my diploma.
His music continues to speak to me in college,
about the hardships of life in the real world. It’s
truly amazing how music can still speak to you,
nearly a decade after you were first introduced
to it. My dream is to see Billy Joel perform live
at Madison Square Garden in New York City,
or wherever he goes. Until then, I’m taking a
Greyhound, down the Hudson River Line. I’m in a
“New York State of Mind.”
Thomas Taylor | @edinboronow

A noticeably brighter shade of blue:
Death Cab for Cutie releases ‘The Blue EP’
By Evan Donovan
Contributing Writer

Following a series of
increasingly underwhelming
releases, I suspected that
my lifelong favorite band,
Death Cab for Cutie, had
become comfortable in their
mediocrity. Their latest album,
“Thank You for Today,” was the
final nail in that coffin.
The departure of cofounding band member Chris
Walla and the inclusion of
two new members, Dave
Depper and Zac Rae, was a
calculated risk, and it failed. So
at this point, I was not eagerly
awaiting the release of “The
Blue EP,” the latest 5-track
effort from the band.
Somewhere along the way,
I had clearly grown out of
the sappy songs and lyrical
platitudes Death Cab so often
provides. It seemed as though
Death Cab were growing out
of their skin as well, creating
more generic mall-rock than
emotionally moving songs.
But in spite of my dismal
starting position, “The Blue EP”
challenged that perspective. I
feel optimistic again about the
future of a band I once loved.
“To the Ground” brings a
tight, creeping rhythm section
similar to that of the band’s
2008 hit “I Will Possess Your
Heart.” As is the case with
most of the songs on this EP,
“To the Ground” at least offers
something different lyrically.

On this track, frontman Ben
Gibbard describes in detail
the scene of a violent car
accident. The lyrics are short
but evocative: “Down in the
charred remains/stripped the
chassis clean.”
What struck me most about
“The Blue EP” was the band’s
ability to standout yet play it
so safe. “Kids in ‘99” is about a
gas leak that erupted in Ben’s
hometown back in ‘99, killing
three boys. A marching band
cadence and off-kilter guitars
play on as he explains how he’s,
“Thinkin’ bout those kids back
in ’99.” The song still retains
Death Cab’s poppy sound,
with Gibbard howling a sweet
melody over the chorus.
“Before the Bombs” takes a
different approach, describing a
fictional scenario of a narrator
and his lover in wartime. The
lyrics feel a bit dull, but they
do little harm to the quality of
the song. The tonal direction
of this cut is its real selling
point. Gliding electric guitar
and an upbeat melody add an
extra dose of swagger when
compared to the average Death
Cab track.
The final two songs (the
“blue” tracks) are my favorite.
“Man in Blue” is the most
intimate cut on the EP. Most
prominent is Gibbard’s voice
and a single, sad electric guitar.
Tonally, “Man in Blue” sounds
like it could have been a B-side
from “Thank You for Today.”

Still, it has a kind of fullness in
sound that’s been missing from
their recent studio releases.
In keeping with the EP’s
winning streak, “Blue Bloods”
is the perfect closing track. It’s
an epic ballad that builds up
into a two-and-a-half-minute
jam session. This may not
sound like much, but, coming
from a band so keen on playing
it safe as of late, “Blue Bloods”
is electrifying. Gibbard’s
swooping melodies and intense
lyrical imagery on this track
create a familiar atmosphere for
longtime fans of Death Cab.
In nearly every way, “The
Blue EP” is an improvement on
the catalog Death Cab’s created
in the last decade. Though
nowhere near a full return to
form, they’ve inched away from
the sterile, overproduced sound
of “Thank You for Today,”
moving to a mix that sounds
fuller and more authentic.
Though flawed, Gibbard’s
lyrics are unquestionably more
interesting this time around.
Most importantly, “The Blue
EP” surprised me. It showed
me there is still hope for good
things in the band’s future.
Though these are not the
greatest songs by any measure,
“The Blue EP” left me excited
for the next Death Cab album
again.
7/10
Evan Donovan | @edinboronow

Iggy Pop is someone
who will never not be
unapologetically himself. His
18th release, “Free,” is one that
combines Iggy’s trademark
vocals and raw production
with the addition of horns and
soundscapes, something he has
dabbled with before in previous
albums (“Lust for Life,” “The
Idiot,” “Soldier,” “New Values”).
Here though, it’s definitely a
departure from his primal,
animalistic, proto-punk sounds
of his classic Stooges works, as
well as his solo works and the
close collaborations with David
Bowie.
Iggy Pop is no stranger to
experimentation in his albums,
one of which is sung almost
completely in French and in
’30s to ’40s crooner style.
“Free,” meanwhile, is
completely different from all of
these things. The record isn’t as
angry as you would expect from
someone like him, but that only
means he can bend and blend
genres, recruiting new unlikely
fans in the process. Despite
being known for his destructive
stage antics, Iggy Pop is
fantastic at singing heartfelt
tracks, while throwing some of
his dark humor in there too (the
track “Dirty Sanchez” is a great
example of this).
Something in this album
that really blew me away were
the spoken word tracks at the
end. The eighth track, titled
“We Are The People,” was
taken from discarded poetry

from late musician and close
friend Lou Reed, formerly of
The Velvet Underground (a
band around in the late ’60s
that had just as much influence
on the emerging punk scene as
The Stooges did). The poem is
extremely relevant today despite
it being written in the ’70s, but
it never saw the light of day
until now. This line in particular
stood out: “We are the crystal
gaze returned through the
density and immensity of a
berzerk nation.”
Pop, and Reed especially,
have voiced their stances on
politics in recent years, in a way
becoming liberal role models
(take Iggy’s cover of “Louie,
Louie” for example). The poem
is profound and mournful of
what has become of the place
we call home. This ties into the
album title, as well. The album
has a theme of yearning for
something better, wanting to
be “free.”
Going back to the beginning
of the record, it opens with a
strange synthesized soundscape,
complete with a beautiful horn
solo as Iggy repeats, “I wanna
be free.” The track then fades
out and my favorite song from
the record begins.
“Loves Missing” is about a
girl feeling as though she has
been beaten down and torn
apart by love, something that
resonated very deeply with
me. I’m a sucker for songs that
make me feel like the writer
heard my heartbreak, and this
is definitely one of them. Iggy
Pop has always been a favorite
of mine for many reasons, and

for him to speak to someone
like me in a fashion that is so
out-of-character for him is truly
amazing.
Another standout track
on “Free” is the lead single,
“James Bond.” It’s an extremely
infectious listening experience
with a driving bass line that
makes it impossible not to
dance to. The track sounds
as though it would belong in
a spy movie, making the title
of the song fitting. The record
as a whole is a very beautiful
thing, blending jazz fusion
and experimentalism, but
keeping it very much an Iggy
Pop record. Before this album
was announced, he had said
he wasn’t really interested in
performing anymore, but I
guess Iggy had the itch once
again.
Rhiannon Pushchak
ae.spectator@gmail.com
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Iggy Pop is back.
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Shawn Colvin ‘at her most essential,’ according to Livia Homerski.

Celebrating 30 years of singer-songwriter
excellence with Shawn Colvin’s ‘Steady On’
By Livia Homerski
Executive Editor

One of my earliest musical memories is
punctuated by rhythmic, dainty triangle taps as a
sweet but rich voice streamed out of my boombox
like the Pacific current, carrying me across the
world.
“China gets broken and it will never be the
same. Boats on the ocean find their way back
again,” rang out, some of the first lyrics to
transport me somewhere else in both time and
place. I held my DreamGlow Barbie so we both
wouldn’t go overboard in my bed, floating on
the sea of my bedroom carpet as we listened to
“Steady On.”
Shawn Colvin has been one of the most
influential musicians to me as a child, young
woman, writer, singer and songwriter. I heard
her often in the earliest years of my life and
she was even the first artist I saw in concert. I
saw her in 2006 as she was touring with Brandi
Carlile, a year before Carlile released her critically
acclaimed album “The Story.”
So, when I opened Spotify on Sept. 13 to check
out my release radar, and I saw “Steady On (30th
Anniversary Acoustic Edition),” I initially scrolled
past it, and then back up in disbelief. I couldn’t
believe that “Steady On” was really released 30
years ago and had managed to stay with me for all
21 years of my life, even when I least expected it,
“like a diamond in the rough.”
Although Colvin previously re-released “A Few
Small Repairs” — the album that launched her to
mainstream success through the single “Sunny
Came Home” — on its 20th anniversary in 2017,
the album saw only a few minor production
tweaks. There were also some recent live versions
of songs from the album.
This re-release of “Steady On,” though, gives
us Colvin at her most essential: just her and her
guitar. This is what you get at her live shows; this
is what I got when I saw her in 2006; this is what
I’ll get when I see her on tour with Mary Chapin
Carpenter next month, and what you’ll get in
pretty much any live performance uploaded to
YouTube.
It hearkens back to her experience being a live

performer in various folk and country circuits in
New York City at the very beginning of her music
career in the ’70s. Colvin has come full circle,
going back to her roots on the re-release of her
breakthrough album.
Colvin’s phenomenal voice is still just that, but
aging. As this album is composed of just her and
her guitar, you can’t help but notice the slight loss
of elasticity in her runs, yet much of her finesse
has remained intact.
“Ricochet In Time” is a standout track in terms
of vocal performance: she plays with dynamics,
taking turns commanding the listener’s attention
by letting her guitar ring out as her falsetto fades
away softly.
I also thought that the bounding, “The Story”
was one of the strongest performances on this
release. Colvin’s voice is especially emotive and
energetic as she sings glimmers of the past: “But
in the cellar downstairs waiting for the bomb
scare, he would hide from us under the kitchen.”
Although her voice is one of the most
commanding aspects of her musicianship,
Colvin’s guitar work remains as impressive as
ever. She is one of the few guitarists I’ve seen that
can strum, pluck a melody, and carry a tune with
much technical complexity simultaneously.
“Shotgun Down the Avalanche” is one of
her most impressive displays of guitar work in
her overall body of work, and this version does
not lack one bit of the intensity that the version
recorded 30 years ago does. The bridge where
the reverb-heavy solo is stripped down to just
one track of fingerpicking, but feels just as full,
especially when Colvin hits the notes of the
chorus over the accompanying rhythmic notes.
Colvin’s songwriting and incredible talent
makes her shine as a fearless creative in an
industry that at the time, was more concerned
with trying to stuff women musicians in a box
of image rather than substance. Although it took
Colvin roughly twenty years to break through
the mainstream’s barrier, it shows that with
persistence and genuine love for your craft, you
can achieve beyond your dreams.
Livia Homerski | @edinboronow
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Scots lose momentum in first, fall 24-21 in home opener
By Paul Petrianni
Assistant Sports Editor

A rough ending to the first half would
doom the Fighting Scots football team, as they
fell to Bloomsburg University, 24-21, in the
Edinboro home opener. The Scots are now 0-2
on the season.
After losing the season opener, 35-10, to
highly ranked Grand Valley State, the Fighting
Scots looked primed to get into the win
column after a fast 14-0 start. Bloomsburg,
meanwhile, also came in at 0-1, dropping their
season opener against Stonehill University,
33-14.
That 14-0 lead would be sliced to 14-6 late
in the first half after a botched punt snap.
Bloomsburg took over deep in Fighting Scots
territory, at their 10-yard-line, while they then
punched it in for a quick touchdown. They
would outscore them in the second half, 18-7.
In the Grand Valley season opener,
‘Boro struggled to get anything going on
the offensive side of the ball. If not for the
outstanding play of the defense, they could
have been looking at a blowout defeat. The
freshman backfield was only able to capture 13
yards on the ground, while the air attack only
accounted for 107 yards.
The Scots aimed to change that heading into
the contest against Bloomsburg, showing a
renewed spirit on their first possession. After
a short kick and a good return, the Scots came
out firing from a no-huddle offense. Two
quick passes to Ta’Nauz Gregory showcased
how fast the Scots planned to push the pace
of the offense. These short passes got junior
quarterback Andrew Tomko going, while he
would also carry the ball himself for 34 yards on
that first drive.
The Scots would put six on the board in a
hurry, a swing pass to the freshman running
back Dorian Woody allowing him to celebrate
his first collegiate touchdown.
Bloomsburg’s first drive started at the 20yard line after a booming kick from Vicente
Arriagada resulted in a touchback. Running off
hype from the opening drive touchdown, ‘Boro’s
defense picked up right where it left off, able to
force the Huskies off the field almost as fast as
they took it. After short gains on first and second
down, the Scots forced a three-and-out.

Edinboro continued the fast pace of the
game on their next drive, sticking with the
no-huddle. After a loss of two, the Scots found
themselves in a third-and-12. Tomko would
complete a pass up the middle, but ‘Boro
didn’t have enough to move the chains. This
second drive ended in a punt, although they
still moved the ball efficiently.
Edinboro would eventually score the
second touchdown of the game early in the
second quarter after a long, hard fought
74-yard drive. Freshman running back CJ
Reyes-Diggs converted a huge third-and-eight
early in the drive that helped spark the Scots’
march down the field. After two more catches
from Gregory (he had 7 total in the game),
along with two big penalties committed by
the Huskies, the Scots found themselves just
inside the redzone. Tomko then finished
off the Edinboro drive with an unscathed
scramble from 19 yards out. The extra point
put the stamp on a beautiful series of plays
by Edinboro, eating up five minutes of game
clock.
A special teams mistake by the Scots would
end up being the turning point of the contest.
As they lined up to punt the ball away, a bad
snap would give the Huskies their best field
position of the day.
Beginning the drive at the Edinboro 10yard line, they only needed two plays to finally
put points on the board. Qmar Quiteh broke
the plane on an 8-yard rush with 1:58 left in
the first half. Myles Turner blocked the extra
point though, and the game went to halftime
with the Scots leading 14-6.
The Huskies began the second half similar
to the way Edinboro began the game.
A penalty on the kickoff granted them
fantastic field position. A 36-yard pass from
quarterback Logan Leiby to Michael Allen
set the Huskies up with a first and goal at the
‘Boro 10-yard line. After a loss of yards on
the previously play, Leiby found a wide-open
Duffy Gilhool in the corner of the endzone
for the score. The successful PAT left the Scots
clinging onto a 14-13 lead.
Feeling their once comfortable lead slip
away, ‘Boro would quickly respond. Tomko
found Gregory streaking down the field on a
connection good for 61 yards, being forced

Andrew Tomko looks at his options in the first quarter.
out at the 2-yard line. The huge gain put the
Scots right back in business, as two plays later
Tomko secured his second touchdown of the
day on a 2-yard scramble. Arriagada punched
in the PTA, bolstering the Scots lead.
Exploding back came the Huskies, putting
together a 6-minute, 14-play drive. After it
eventually slowed to a stand-still, they called
on kicker Cameron Shollenberger, who
demonstrated his range with a 37-yard field
goal. This would close the gap to 21-16.
The Huskies found themselves with the ball
again after the Scots failed to make anything
happen on two separate drives. The Leiby to
Allen chemistry showed itself again after a 41yard completion.
The Huskies next snap would be taken
at ‘Boro’s 3-yard line. Freshman linebacker
Saige Levy and junior defensive end Tarique
Smith came up with two huge plays for the
Scots, knocking the Huskies back 19 yards.
Shollenberger’s name was called to attempt
another 37-yard field goal. This time around,
he was unsuccessful.
An increasingly important drive began for
the Scots at their own 22-yard line. A crucial
and untimely holding penalty pushed ‘Boro
back, stuffing them in between their own goal
line and the now surging Huskies defense. The
offense wasn’t able to get anything going and
were forced to punt.

Photos: Jamie Heinrich

Punter Corey Badaracco’s kick was fielded
by Bloomsburg’s Michael Allen at his own
35-yard line. After slipping a few tackles,
Allen only had the grass and the goal posts
between himself and six points. The Huskies
put the final points on the board with 4:50
remaining in the game. Allen is credited
with the game-winning 65-yard return, and
after the successful PAT, this sequence gave
Bloomsburg their first lead, 24-21.
Edinboro was granted one last opportunity
to either knot the score up, or take the
outright lead. The Scots would end up
completing a third-and-10, with a 19yard pass from Tomko to Andre Dowdell
Jr. However, a turnover on downs would
eventually hand the ball back to Bloomsburg.
The Huskies completed a third-and-6 after
a good effort from the ‘Boro defense, running
out the rest of the clock.
Edinboro traditionally owns this matchup,
having a 7-4 record when these teams go
head-to-head, and hadn’t given a game away
to Bloomsburg since the 2013 season.
The Scots will continue to chase their first
win next week in East Stroudsburg, where
they will take on the Warriors on Saturday,
Sept. 21 at 1:05 p.m.
Paul Petrianni| sports.spectator@gmail.com

Ta’Nauz Gregory gets in a run for Edinboro.

Vincente Arriagada kicks off.

Bishop Simmons lines up with ‘Boro’s defense.

Kahlil Jackson II reels in a pass from Tomko.

Fighting Scots split pair of matches in day two of Javelina Volleyball Invitational
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

THE RUNDOWN – Javelina Volleyball
Invitational vs. St. Mary’s
Final Score: St. Mary’s 3, Edinboro 1 (25-9,
25-22, 12-25, 15-18)
Records: Edinboro 3-4, 0-0 PSAC West l
St. Mary’s 6-1, 0-0 Heartland
Box Score
Location: Kingsville, Tex. – Gil E. Steinke
Physical Education Center
The Short Story: The Fighting Scots
opened day two of the Javelina Volleyball
Invitational with a loss in four games to St.
Mary’s. The Rattlers prevailed in the first
two games by scores of 25-9 and 25-22, but
Edinboro would claim game three by the
score of 25-12. St. Mary’s clinched the match
with a 25-18 decision in the fourth set.
Cierah Jackson led Edinboro with a seasonhigh 16 kills. It was the seventh straight

match the junior led the Scots in kills.
STATISTICALLY SPEAKING
Junior Cierah Jackson led Edinboro in
kills for the seventh straight match with 16,
a season high. She added six digs, a pair of
block assists, and two service aces.
Setter Alicia Eldredge had a double-double
with a team-high 37 assists and 11 digs.
Molly Breier totaled a team-high 18 digs, and
Jenna Giannoccaro added 11 digs.
Paige Morris had eight kills and a .400
hitting percentage.
THE RUNDOWN – Javelina Volleyball
Invitational vs. Southwest Baptist
Final Score: Edinboro 3, Southwest Baptist
1 (25-22, 19-25, 25-18, 25-15)
Records: Edinboro 4-4, 0-0 PSAC West l
Southwest Baptist 1-7, 0-0 GLVC
Box Score
Location: Kingsville, Tex. – Gil E. Steinke
Physical Education Center
The Short Story: The Fighting Scots posted

a win in their final match in Texas to snap
a three-match losing streak and even their
record at 4-4. The two teams split the first
two sets, with Edinboro winning set one,
25-22, but Southwest Baptist coming back
for a 25-19 win in set two. From there it was
all Fighting Scots, with Edinboro winning
25-18 and 25-15. For the first time this year,
Cierah Jackson did not lead the Fighting
Scots in kills. That honor went to freshman
Bella Burrelli, who totaled 13 kills. Jackson
had 11 kills, and fellow freshman Erica Sharp
chipped in with 10.
STATISTICALLY SPEAKING
Edinboro had three players with double
figures kills as the Fighting Scot hit .252 for
the match. Freshman Bella Burrelli had a
double-double with a team-high 13 kills and
10 digs. She added six service aces and three
block assists.
While not leading the team in kills for
the first time this year, Cierah Jackson still

reached double figures with 11. Erica Sharp,
another freshman, gave the Scots a third
player with double-figure kills as she had 10,
with .348 hitting percentage. She also had a
block solo and five block assists.
Setter Alicia Eldredge had a team-high
40 assists, along with 10 digs for a double
double. She added 5 total blocks. Molly
Breier totaled a team-high 12 digs and four
service aces, with Paige Morris contributing
8 kills (.500 hitting percentage) and 4 total
blocks.
Edinboro not only hit .252 for the match,
but totaled four block solos and 18 block
assists, along with 14 service aces.
UP NEXT
Edinboro will host its portion of the
Edinboro/Gannon Tournament on Friday,
September 20 and Saturday, September 21.
The Fighting Scots host Malone on Friday at
4 p.m. and St. Rose at 7 p.m., the return to
action on Saturday at 4 p.m. vs. Walsh.
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Scots VB falls in 1st match of tournament
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

THE RUNDOWN — Javelina Volleyball
Invitational vs. St. Edward’s
Final Score: St. Edward’s 3, Edinboro 0 (25-22,
26-24, 25-11)
Records: Edinboro 3-2, 0-0 PSAC West l St.
Edward’s 3-2, 0-0 Heartland
Location: Kingsville, Tex. – Gil E. Steinke
Physical Education Center
The Short Story: The Fighting Scots lost their
first match in the Javelina Volleyball Invitational,
falling in three games to St. Edward’s. The first
two matches were tight and could have gone
either way, with St. Edward’s prevailing by scores
of 25-22 and 26-24. The Hilltoppers pulled
away for a 25-11 win set number three. Cierah
Jackson led Edinboro with 11 kills.
STATISTICALLY SPEAKING
Junior Cierah Jackson led Edinboro in kills
for the fifth straight match with 11. Freshman
Bella Burrelli added 9 kills.
Setter Alicia Eldredge had a team-high 26
assists, and Molly Breier totaled a team-high
13 digs. Freshman Erica Sharp finished with 3
block assists, while Sally Sterkel added a pair.
Sterkel missed last week’s Rebich Investments
Invitational with an injury.
THE RUNDOWN – Javelina Volleyball
Invitational vs. Texas A&M-Kingsville

Final Score: Texas A&M-Kingsville 3,
Edinboro 0 (25-13, 25-17, 25-17)
Records: Edinboro 3-3, 0-0 PSAC West l
Texas A&M-Kingsville 5-2, 0-0 LSC
Location: Kingsville, Tex. – Gil E. Steinke
Physical Education Center
The Short Story: The Fighting Scots lost
for the second time on Friday, falling to
host Texas A&M-Kingsville in the Javelina
Volleyball Invitational by scores of 25-13,
25-17, 25-17. Cierah Jackson has now led
Edinboro in kills in all six matches after
finishing with 11.
STATISTICALLY SPEAKING
Junior Cierah Jackson and freshman Bella
Burrelli shared the team lead for kills with.
Jackson, a junior who was a second team AllPSAC selection a year ago, has now led the
team in kills all six matches.
Setter Alicia Eldredge had a team-high
25 assists, along with 7 digs. Molly Breier
totaled a team-high 12 digs, with Paige
Morris contributing 3 total block
UP NEXT
Edinboro wraps up play in the Javelina
Volleyball Invitational on Saturday, September
14 with a pair of matches. They open up with
St. Mary’s, getting underway at 2 p.m. The
Fighting Scots then conclude their weekend
facing Southwest Baptist at 6 p.m.

Jackson named to all-tournament team
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

EDINBORO, Pa. — Edinboro University’s
Cierah Jackson (Berea, Ohio/Padua
Franciscan) has earned a spot on the Javelina
Volleyball Invitational All-Tournament Team.
The tournament was hosted by Texas A&MKingsville, with the Fighting Scots winning
once in four matches while facing a strong
field. The Fighting Scots left the Longhorn
State with a 4-4 record. Jackson was one of
seven players named to the all-tournament
team.
Jackson is off to a fast start. The junior
outside hitter has led Edinboro in kills in
seven of eight matches, seeing the streak
end in the last match, a four-set win over
Southwest Baptist. She has been in double
digits in kills in each match.
She opened the tournament with 11 kills in
a three-set loss to St. Edward’s, then had 10
kills and a pair of blocks in a three-set loss to
host Texas A&M-Kingsville. On Saturday, she
began with a season-high 16 kills in a four-set
loss to St. Mary’s, adding six digs, a pair of
block assists, and two service aces.
Edinboro wrapped up the tournament with
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Cierah Jackson in a game last year.

a win in four sets over Southwest Baptist.
Jackson contributed 11 kills. She leads the
Fighting Scots with 101 kills.
The Fighting Scots return to action
this weekend hosting their portion of the
Edinboro/Gannon Tournament, with a pair of
matches on Friday, September 20, and one on
Saturday, Sept. 21.
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Maggie Fragapane attempts to keep the ball in Edinboro’s possession.

Soccer wins first PSAC game
By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

Coming off a rain-delayed game on
Sept. 11, the Fighting Scots women’s soccer
program battled Indiana University of
Pennsylvania (IUP) in their first conference
game of the year.
The Scots spent most of the first half
accumulating scoring chances. Danielle
Chatten, Rebecca Manns and Brittnie
Spithaler led the charge for the offense.
Chatten got a shot off, one that IUP’s
goalkeeper caught, after Manns hit her with
a potential assist. Moments later, Manns got
into a foot race with a defender on a lead
pass, but IUP’s goalkeeper once again came
through. Spithaler, meanwhile, had no issue
putting her body on the line as she got tangled
up with the goalkeeper when they both went
for the ball.
The Scots’ consistent pressure would pay
off, as Chatten passed the ball in front of the
net to Spithaler. Spithaler then tapped it in at
the 21st minute.
Still in the first half, IUP would increase
their physicality, decreasing the chances for the
Scots. But, this also led to a penalty in the box.
That penalty would lead to a goal for Edinboro’s
Jesssica Frank, as the goalie went right and her
shot hit left, nailing the back of the net.
“Don’t miss it, don’t miss it,” was what Frank
was thinking when she was setting up for her

penalty shot. She didn’t want to let her team
down and knew another goal would be beneficial.
The half ended 2-0 in Edinboro’s favor.
The second half started with both teams getting
shots at the goal early on, but neither team was
able to capitalize. The teams continued to fight for
ground and chances as the half went on. Spithaler
and Chatten both had shots that went wide. As
time ticked down, the intensity increased as IUP
searched for a goal.
They would get one with less than 5 minutes
left as Anna Voelker and Cameron Bujnoski (an
Edinboro defender) got tangled up with each
other outside the box. IUP took the ball down
the field, and with an empty net and defenders
chasing, they rolled it in for an easy goal.
The Scots would take possession for most
of the rest of the game as they kept IUP from
scoring.
“I thought we played really well,” said head
coach Gary Kagiavas. “Today looked a little bit
better, and I’m thinking that every game will look
a little bit better.”
The Scots had 22 shots in the game. Voelker
had 4 saves in net. Spithaler and Frank had one
goal. Chatten had an assist.
Frank scored her first goal of her career, it was
a confidence boost that she hopes will help her
score more. “It felt good,” said Frank.
Edinboro travels to face IUP on Oct 16.
Erica Burkholder | sports.spectator@gmail.com

A glimpse into a night of esports tryouts

NHL players’ union will not
renegotiate contract with league
By Helene Elliot
Los Angeles Times

The National Hockey League Players’ Assn.
said Monday it won’t reopen its collective
bargaining agreement with the NHL, paving
the way for uninterrupted play and labor
peace for the next few years. The league had
previously declined to exercise its option to
reopen the current agreement, which will
remain in effect through the 2021-22 season.
The NHLPA said in a statement that it had
advised the league of its decision on Monday,
the last day it could have opted out.
“While players have concerns with the
current CBA, we agree with the league that
working together to address those concerns
is the preferred course of action instead of
terminating the agreement following this
season,” Don Fehr, the NHLPA’s executive
director, said in a statement. “We have been
having discussions with the league about an
extension of the CBA and expect that those
talks will continue.”
If either the league or the NHLPA had
exercised its opt-out clause, the collective
bargaining agreement would have ended in
September 2020. Commissioner Gary Bettman
has imposed three lockouts during his tenure:
The first cut the 1994-95 season to 48 games
per team, the second led to the cancellation of

the 2004-05 season, and the third again cut the
2012-13 season to 48 games per team.
Bettman announced late last month that the
NHL hadn’t found reasons to terminate the
collective bargaining agreement. “Based on the
current state of the game and the business of the
game, the NHL believes it is essential to continue
building upon the momentum we have created
with our players and, therefore, will not exercise
its option to reopen the CBA,” he said then.
“It is our hope that a continued, sustained
period of labor peace will enable us to further
grow the game and benefit all constituent groups:
NHL players, clubs, our business partners and,
most important, our fans.”
The negotiations leading up to each side’s
decision to stay with the status quo have been
characterized as cordial, unlike previous collective
bargaining talks. Apparently NHL owners who
pay Bettman’s salary don’t see an issue or issues
that are important enough to them or would
bring them sufficient financial gain to justify
delaying or canceling a season. It’s expected
the sides will continue to discuss issues such
as players’ participation in the 2022 Winter
Olympics in China and possible adjustments to
the escrow system, in which money is withheld
from players’ paychecks until each season’s
hockey-related revenue is calculated and a 50-50
split between players and owners is ensured.
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Commissioner Gary Bettman has imposed three NHL lockouts in his tenure.
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Edinboro students try out for the esports team. See page 1 for our full story.

Students played ‘Apex Legends,’ ‘Fortnite’ and ‘Overwatch.’

The esports team is in its inaugural season.
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Falcons top Eagles after wild
4th down Julio Jones TD, 24-20
By Orlando Ledbetter
The Atlanta Journal

ATLANTA — With things
looking kind of bleak, Falcons
quarterback Matt Ryan tossed a
short screen out to wide receiver
Julio Jones on a fourth down and
3.
After picking up a nice block
from left tackle Jake Matthews,
Jones took off on a 54-yard
touchdown and became the
franchise’s all-time leader in career
receiving yards, passing his mentor
Roddy White, as he lifted the
Falcons to a 24-20 victory over the
Eagles on Sunday night before a
raucous crowd at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium.
The Falcons kicked away a 17-6
lead and could not stop a 13-play,
73-yard touchdown march. Eagles
quarterback Carson Wentz scored
from a yard out with 3:13 to play.
He then tossed a two-point
conversion to tight end Zach Ertz
to put the Eagles ahead 20-17, for
their first lead of the game.
On the ensuing drive and
staring an 0-2 start in the face, the
Falcons eased up to their 46, but
had to go for it on fourth down.
With the game on the line, Jones
and Ryan connected for some
football magic to lift the Falcons to
1-1. The Eagles dropped to 1-1.
The Falcons weren’t in the clear,
until Vic Beasley came up with
a sack on third down forcing a
fourth and 14 from the Eagles’ 39
with 1:29 left. Wentz connected
with Nelson Agholor for a 43-yard
gain to move to the Falcons’ 18.
Keanu Neal and Isaiah Oliver
stopped Ertz short of the first
down to seal the victory.
Jones finished with five catches
for 106 yards and two touchdowns.
Jones has 10,868 yards receiving,
surpassing White, who had 10,863.
Wide receiver Calvin Ridley had
eight catches for 105 yards.
Ryan, who threw three
interceptions, is 11-1 in home
openers.
The Falcons were opportunistic
as they scored two touchdowns off
of the three turnovers they created
to open a 17-6 lead in the third
quarter.
The Falcons, in their home
opener, needed to play much
better after an listless performance
in the 28-12 loss to the Vikings.
The run defense shut down the
Photo: Curtis Compton/Atlanta Journal /TNS
Eagles and cornerback Desmond
Julio Jones evades tackle from Eagles defensive back Rodeny Mcleod, as he scores gameTrufant came up with two
winning touchdown. The Atlanta Falcons and Philadelphia Eagles are both 1-1 on the season.
interceptions.
Trufant, who didn’t have an
Falcons punter Matt Bosher, who normally handles the kickoffs, did
interception last season, had his last pick 23 games ago against Seattle in a
not against the Eagles. No injury was announced.
34-31 win on Nov. 20, 2017.
The Eagles played most of the game without wide receivers Alshon
Falcons right tackle Kaleb McGary left the game with a knee jury with
Jeffery (calf) and DeSean Jackson (groin).
8:10 left in the second quarter. He returned to the game in the fourth
Turnovers played a role for both teams.
quarter.
The Eagles made a field goal and a touchdown off two Ryan
The Falcons are already without first-round pick Chris Lindstrom, who
interceptions.
The defense forced a punt.
was placed on injured reserved after suffered a broken fifth metatarsal in
This was Ryan’s 176 career start and just his 10th game with three
his foot against the Vikings.
interceptions.
Ryan didn’t have two interceptions in any game last season.
McGary was injured on a running play on first down-and-10 from the
The
last
time
he
threw three in a game was in a 20-17 win over the Saints
Falcons’ 36. Running back Devonta Freeman picked up four yards on the
play. Ty Sambrailo went in at right tackle for the Falcons.
on Dec. 7, 2017.

FSU rallies, falls
inches short
By Chaunte’l Powell
Orlando Sentinel

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — A
crazy finish that featured three
consecutive Virginia defensive
penalties for big yards gave Florida
State life with less than a minute to
play, but the Seminoles could not
complete the drive and were stopped
at the goal line as time expired
The No. 25 Cavaliers (3-0, 2-0 ACC)
escaped with a 31-24 win over the
Seminoles (1-2, 0-1 ACC).
For the second consecutive week, it
looked like Florida State would earn
a win due to a missed extra point, but
UVA delivered one more drive.
Down 24-17, the Cavaliers marched
down the field and took advantage
of two costly penalties on FSU. The
Seminoles were hit with a facemask
call and a personal foul during that
drive, helping the Cavaliers get deep in
the red zone before they punched the
ball in for the 1-yard score.
Brian Delany then missed the
first extra point of his career after
previously making 37 in a row and the
Seminoles got the ball back with about
six minutes left to play and a 24-23
lead.
FSU quickly went three-and-out
and UVA got the ball back with about
four minutes left to play. The Cavaliers
moved down the field with ease as
quarterback Bryce Perkins completed
a few big passes. FSU defensive
back Renardo Green was called for
targeting on the drive and Virginia
founds itself facing first-and-goal at
the seven-yard line. The Cavaliers
scored a few plays later. Perkins
scrambled before racing to the left
sideline and reaching the end zone
for a successful two-point conversion,
giving the Cavaliers a 31-24 lead.
Florida State pushed Virginia, but
Seminoles star tailback Cam Akers
collected the ball on the Virginia
4-yard line and was stuffed for no gain
as time expired.
FSU quarterback Justin Blackman
was 22-of-37 passing for 234
yards, three touchdowns and no
interceptions.
Akers managed just 78 yards on 18
carries and did not score against the
stout Virginia defense.
The Seminoles’ top players traded
jabs with the Cavaliers much of the
night.
Perkins orchestrated an 11-play, 75yard drive during which he completed
all nine of his passes and tied the game
up at 17-17 with 14:15 left in the game.
FSU’s offense found a rhythm and
responded with a 75-yard scoring
drive of its own in 2:33 to take the 2417 lead. Blackman found Keyshawn
Helton, who started in place of
suspended DJ Matthews, from 17
yards out to complete the drive.
Florida State will return home to
face improved Louisville (2-1).

Photo: Ryan M. Kelly/Getty Images/TNS

FSU’s Gabe Mabers scores.

Syracuse comes prepared but it’s not enough, Tigers claw them, 41-6
By Matt Connolly
The State (Columbia, S.C.)

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — The star-studded
Clemson offense was expected to shoulder
the load early on in the 2019 season as Brent
Venables’ defense filled with fresh faces settled
in.
Instead, it was the Clemson defense that
once again proved to be the difference as
Trevor Lawrence and the offense struggled to
find their rhythm early.
The top-ranked Tigers (3-0) held Syracuse
(1-2) to only eight first downs and 148 total
yards through the first three quarters in a 41-6
victory Saturday night at the Carrier Dome,
pulling away for a win at the place where they
last suffered a regular season loss.
Clemson’s front seven, which has six new
starters, helped the Tigers record eight sacks.
And Venables’ defense bailed Laxwrence out
twice after he threw interceptions that set up
Syracuse inside the Clemson 10.
The first occurrence came early in the third
quarter with Clemson leading 17-6. Lawrence
was intercepted by Christopher Fredrick, who

returned the pick to the Clemson 9, setting

Syracuse up with a first-and-goal.
But on the very next play Mario Goodrich
picked off Orange quarterback Tommy
DeVito. The Tigers scored three plays later
when Lawrence threw a swing pass to Amari
Rodgers, who raced 87 yards for a touchdown.
The Clemson offense once again put its
defense in a bad spot on its next drive as
Lawrence was picked off by Trill Williams, who
returned it to the Clemson 3. But the Tigers
made a goal line stand, holding Syracuse on
fourth-and-goal from the 3 when DeVito was
tackled two yards short of the end zone.
Clemson put it in cruise control from that
point forward on its way to a comfortable
victory.
Even with its early struggles, Lawrence
finished 22 of 39 for 395 passing yards, with
three touchdowns and two interceptions. He
also rushed for 42 yards and a score.
Lawrence’s favorite two targets were Rodgers
and junior Tee Higgins. Rodgers had four
Photo: Bryan M. Bennett/Getty Images/TNS catches for 121 yards and two touchdowns,
while Higgins caught seven passes for 150
Trevor Lawrence throws a pass in the Carrier Dome against Syracuse University.
yards.
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Vaping: safer than cigarettes?

Studies show increase in vape users and the negative outcomes

How to become a VSCO girl
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

Among the many memes and fads floating around the internet,
the newest one to surface is “VSCO girls” and what it means to
be one.
Named after the photo-editing VSCO app, the VSCO girl is
apparently very easy to spot and usually embodies what some like
to call “basic” traits.
If you’re still confused as to what a VSCO girl is, here are just a
few attributes, making it easier to spot one on the street or even in
the mirror.

Photo: Ana B. Ibarra/TNS

A pack of Marlboro cigarettes next to similarly packaged mint Juul pods.

By Madison Streich
Staff Writer

Vaping has become one of the biggest epidemics in the U.S.
and is continuing to spiral out of control. Vaping had originally
entered the spotlight to help smokers quit smoking, but is it
actually the safe alternative that’s been pitched?
The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) reported that in
2011 there were about 7 million people who vaped, but by 2018
that number had increased to 41 million.
According to Johns Hopkins Medicine’s website, vaping is
still safer than smoking a traditional cigarette. A cigarette has
roughly 7,000 harmful chemicals, while a vape has about 80
different chemicals.
But this doesn’t mean that vaping isn’t bad for your health.
While these products don’t have the cancer-causing tar that
cigarettes have, there are other negative components. Nicotine
is in both the traditional cigarette and, according to the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA), “these products use an
‘e-liquid’ that may contain nicotine.” Nicotine is an addictive
chemical which can lead to other serious problems if you keep
inhaling it.
“Nicotine can cause high blood pressure and spike anxiety
levels. It can make you feel like you are having a heart attack,”
Johns Hopkins Medicine reported.
Electronic cigarettes are also detrimental to your health and
can lead to death. Growing up, we heard the stories about our
grandparents, their friends, and even our parents and their
friends getting lung cancer from smoking. They tell us these
stories with drastic pauses, resulting from the smoker’s cough.
According to CNN, six people have died from vaping related
lung issues, in comparison to the 450 cases of lung illnesses
that the Center for Disease Control (CDC) reported on this
year. But Dr. Michael Blaha, a researcher from Johns Hopkins,
stated that vaping products are so addictive, they can be

compared to heroin and cocaine, while teens are a part of the
addicted population.
Also from Johns Hopkins Medicine: “In 2015, the U.S.
Surgeon General (Vivek Murthy) reported the e-cigarette use
among high school students had increased by 900 percent.”
You can buy high voltage vapes and extra strong cartridges
once you turn 18, and it’s young adults that are convinced that
vaping is the healthier option, with different flavored vape
juices as the main attraction.
Recently, President Donald Trump has been trying to
ban non-tobacco e-cigarette flavors, due to the most recent
deaths in the U.S. Trump and his administration are trying to
ban flavored e-juices because of the recent outbreak of lung
illnesses. Trump is working with the FDA.
Vaping doesn’t only affect high school students, though.
Edinboro University is a campus which offers areas for people
to both vape and smoke. Students can be found outside
buildings like Compton Hall and Loveland Hall taking a quick
smoke break, or even while walking on campus you can, and
likely will, see someone either vaping or smoking.
I think that because of the harmful side effects, and the new
addition to the marketplace (vaping), Edinboro should motion
to make this officially a smoke-free campus. If we continue to
allow smokers and vapers on campus, we continue to allow
those who don’t participate in smoking or vaping to be exposed
to second-hand smoke, as well as encourage and allow for an
environment for people to harm themselves in.
People who would have never smoked before are starting to
vape, and that is alarming. Some are starting because of their
previous relationship with cigarettes, that of which we know
is bad. People need to do their research before picking up or
purchasing an e-cigarette or vape.
Madison Streich| @edinboronow

California universities join abortion debates
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Voices Editor

Abortions should be legal and
communities that have historically been
oppressed, like women and members of
the LGBTQIA+, need to have better access
to them. But who should the burden of
providing abortions fall on?
SB-24, the “College Student Right to
Access Act,” is a California bill that declares
“abortion care is a constitutional right and
an integral part of comprehensive sexual
and reproductive health care.” I think SB-24
is right, abortions are a constitutional right
and a fundamental part of reproductive
healthcare.
While the bill establishes important points
about the right to abortions, the bill also
motions to push the burden on providing
abortion medication on California State

University and University of California
campuses.
This is not the first time a bill like this has
worked its way up the California legislation
system. Last year, former Gov. Jerry Brown (a
Democrat) vetoed a similar bill, SB-320, but
with a new governor comes new possibilities.
SB-24 and SB-320 were both written
by Sen. Connie Leyva. Leyva introduced
SB-24 in December 2018. According to her
website, “SB-24 is an important step toward
ensuring the right to abortion is available to
all Californians and that our college students
don’t face unnecessary barriers.”
As far as the financial burden goes, the
bill has thought of that too. Both private and
public sectors are going to be responsible for
funding the bill. The money involved will go
to a multitude of things: facility and security
upgrades, a 24-hour phone line, billing
specialists, training staff and
more.
Gov. Gavin Newsom (D)
has until October to sign
the bill into law or veto it. If
it is signed into law, it will
not take effect until January
2023, but public universities
will be required to send
a report to California
legislature for review. The
report will include things
such as the number of
students who seek abortions
and the amount of funds
that university received.
In light of the strong
and aggressive restrictions
in states like Alabama and
Ohio, it is important that
we are reminded of the
right to our own bodies.
As a woman, I, better than

any man or legislation, understand that
periods, on and off birth control, are and
can be irregular. My right to say yes or no
to any man, is a choice that I, and I alone,
get to make for myself. My right to have sex,
casually and without reservation is my right.
All things the government cannot regulate.
I understand a consequence as a woman,
good or bad, is that sex leads to pregnancy.
I understand that there are preventative
steps to avoid pregnancy — condoms,
birth control, or just don’t have sex— but
mistakes happen, and I shouldn’t have to
deal with a lifetime of regrets and put off
my education because I made a 5-minute
mistake. I absolutely shouldn’t have to face
those consequences if modern medicine has
a solution to it.
Not only should the government not
be allowed to regulate the sex lives of the
American people, but if an abortion is
needed or wanted, it should be provided.
College has made sex more casual. When
you live on campus with hundreds, and
in some cases thousands of people and a
majority of them are on dating (hookup)
apps like Tinder and Grindr, as a society
we need to expect that there are going to be
the cases of broke college students making
mistakes.
Sex happens. Accidental or planned
pregnancies happen. And when you’re far
from home, or even just down the street, the
idea of colleges and universities providing
access to abortions lets women know that
their school is in their corner if they need it.
I praise the steps California is taking, and
let’s hope that the rest of the country soon
follows suit. Minority communities seeking a
higher education need someone to stand up
for them in times like these.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

Birkenstock sandals.
These shoes have been around for decades, however, they
made a huge comeback in the ‘90s. VSCO girls love the ‘90s, and
they love rocking Birkenstocks in the present day. VSCO girls
usually like to embody any kind of style that is from a different
decade, making them “quirky” and “different.”
“No make-up” make-up.
VSCO girls usually like to portray themselves with a “natural
vibe.” You can usually find these types of girls sporting little to no
make-up, along with some Burt’s Bees Chapstick or Carmex lip
balm.
Scrunchies.
This shouldn’t come as a surprise, because scrunchies are
exclusively attributed to the ‘90s. Remember, your average VSCO
girl is “different” because of her lack of interest in today’s fashion
and her love for other decades.
Oversized graphic T-shirt
Even if a VSCO girl hasn’t listened to the alternative rock
band printed on her T-shirt, she will probably still be wearing it.
Grungy fashion makes you “quirky,” right?
Hydro flasks/Yetis.
The average VSCO girl considers herself environmentally
friendly, which is actually one of the perks of being a part of the
fad. Therefore, you’ll usually see her refilling her hydro flask or
Yeti instead of using a disposable cup.
A VSCO girl is basically just another girl fitting in with the
current trends of today that have made a comeback from previous
decades. Whether or not you find that to be “basic” is completely
subjective, although no one would stop you from saying so.
All jokes aside, let the VSCO girls be. Their infatuation with
the ‘90s era is harmless. I am sure most of us have spotted at least
one VSCO girl before. Hey, who knows, you might even be one
yourself.
Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

Trump in ‘no rush’
on Saudi Arabia, yet
By The Times
Editorial Board
Los Angeles Times

It’s reassuring that
President Trump says
that he’s in “no rush” to
respond militarily to last
weekend’s devastating
air attacks on two Saudi
Arabian oil facilities, attacks
Secretary of State Michael
R. Pompeo blamed on Iran.
On Sunday the president
had tweeted that the United
States was “locked and
loaded,” waiting only for
Saudi Arabia to identify the
“culprit.”
Now he seems to
be trying to calm the
winds of war, even as he
considers possible military
responses and consults
with the Saudis. Caution
is appropriate. The goal
isn’t simply to avoid war
between the U.S. and Iran
but to prevent the bitter
Saudi-Iranian rivalry,
which already is playing out
violently in Yemen, from
engulfing the region in war.
Saturday’s attack on the
Saudi oil installations was
an outgrowth of the Yemen
conflict, in which the
Saudis have supported the
internationally recognized
government while Iran has
backed the Houthi rebels.

(The Houthis claimed
responsibility for the attack,
but some analysts doubt
that they have the resources
necessary to carry out such
an elaborate operation.)
Trump has sent
maddeningly mixed
messages about relations
with Iran. Despite his
repudiation of the Iran
nuclear agreement
negotiated during the
Obama administration
and his administration’s
“maximum pressure”
campaign of crushing
economic sanctions, the
president has expressed
an off-and-on interest in
dialogue with Iran.
In any such dialogue,
the U.S. should make it
clear to Iran that attacks
on oil installations are
not only an act of war,
they’re also a threat to
global security and the
international economy. But
if the Iranians are willing to
change their behavior, the
U.S. should be willing to
relax a “maximum pressure”
campaign that has had
minimal effect in bringing
Iran to the bargaining
table. Above all, the top
US goal should be to stop
this regional rivalry from
spinning out of control.
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A new, younger generation on 9/11
By Madison Streich
Staff Writer

When I first started learning about the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,
I was in the fourth grade. We were just beginning to read about it
in packets handed out to us, as our textbooks were too old to have
any new information in them. My teachers showed us some video
clips from the infamous day, but nothing too extreme because of
our ages at the time, and we also listened to recordings. I found it
interesting. I had been alive when something so monumental had
occurred.
I remember going home the same day and asking my grandma
questions about where she was and what she did. I asked, “What
did you think when it happened?” I was a kid; I did not know
what my grandma knew. I asked if I could show her the video
clips I saw in school, and we sat down and watched what ended up
being more intense and graphic clips. We were a few in, and I just
remember breaking down and crying. I cried. I felt awful for all
the people that died and their families. I just couldn’t understand
why something so bad had happened.
Grade school teachers always ask the same questions: who
knows what 9/11 is? What is its significance? When I was a junior
in high school, I swear we had talked about the importance of 9/11
for six months.
Overloading our minds with terror.

Similar to the generation before us, we bring 9/11 into our
daily conversations and we memorialize it on social media. For
the generation younger than us, they’ll now even see it in their
textbooks. I believe that 9/11 is important to my generation and
will be important to the generation after me, but we will all view
its significance differently.
One of my friends was born on Sept. 11, 2001. Her mother
brought her into this world the day “time stopped.” Kids younger
than me are not going to understand why adults, and even people
from my generation, memorialize 9/11 the way they do. They are
not going to understand it, whether they learn about it or not,
because it doesn’t impact them as much, or even at all today.
Teachers and adults want kids and young adults to be more
emotionally invested in 9/11. However, I don’t believe that we can
force this sense of recognition down the throats of children and
young adults, because they were not old enough to understand it
or to remember it.
I recognize the significance and importance of Sept. 11, 2001.
My heart goes out to those who lost their lives and their families,
but I think we need to teach 9/11 for what it is, not what it makes
us (those who experienced it) feel. It’s time to educate the world
in a modern era, because not everyone remembers the day “time
stopped.”
Madison Streich | @edinboronow

Can there be a public health
solution to gun violence?
By Eileen M. Bulger
Ronald M. Stewart
Los Angeles Times
As trauma surgeons with more than 60 years
of collective experience caring for victims of
firearm violence, we have struggled as our
patients many of them children died or were
permanently disabled from preventable gunrelated injuries. We have seen the agony in the
eyes of their families. The U.S. is in the midst
of the largest wave of mass firearm violence in
modern history, yet polar political battles over
“gun control” rage on, resulting in more division
and no meaningful actions to reduce firearm
injuries and deaths.
A solution to this impasse can be found in
what some may view as an unlikely place: the
public health approach to the prevention of
death and disability from motor vehicle crashes.
Motor vehicle deaths have been on a steady
decline using proven public health-based
injury prevention strategies. As a society, we
recognized the problem a half-century ago and
committed to addressing it at the both federal
and state levels.
We have made automobiles safer by
developing air bags, anti-lock braking and
enhanced vehicle stability, and establishing
crash-test requirements. We have improved
roadway design, such as breakaway light poles,
barriers to reduce head-on crashes and absorb
impact, improved lighting and signage. We have
enacted state legislation requiring the use of
safety devices such as seat belts and child safety
seats, and enforced drunk driving laws and
speed limits.
Public campaigns to change the culture of
driver behavior have been instituted by Mothers
Against Drunk Driving and through educational
programs in high schools. Since the “friends
don’t let friends drive drunk” campaign began
in 1983, nearly 70% of Americans report they
have tried to prevent someone from driving after
drinking.
Since 1975, the number of people who died
from motor vehicle crashes in the U.S., when
adjusted for population growth, has fallen by
45%.
This reduction in automobile fatalities didn’t
just happen. It required significant investment
in research to develop the most effective
interventions along with substantial effort by the
medical and public health community to make
sure patients understood how to keep their
families safe on the road.
In 2017, for the first time, deaths in the U.S.
from firearms surpassed those from motor
vehicle crashes. If we mirror the public health
approach to automobile safety, we can make
similar progress in reducing firearm injury.
It requires working together across political
divisions to make firearm ownership as safe as
possible, while also working to understand and
address the root causes of violence.
About 60% of all gun deaths in the U.S. are
suicides. The other reasons for firearm deaths
are in descending order: assault, unintentional
injury (such as children with access to

unsecured, loaded firearms) and mass violence
with a firearm.
A public health approach to reducing firearm
violence would recognize the need to develop
interventions that address each form of violence
and help reduce injury in at-risk groups.
In February, more than 45 of the largest
medical, legal and injury-prevention
organizations in the U.S. came together for an
inaugural medical summit on firearm injury
prevention. They reached a historic agreement
to recognize firearm violence as a public health
crisis in the U.S. and supported a comprehensive
public health approach to solve it. The summit
provided a road map of practical interventions
to address the firearm injury crisis
From a policy perspective, such an
approach would include requiring firearm
safety training for all new gun owners and
supporting safe storage of firearms to prevent
access by an impulsive teenager in a temporary
emotional crisis, a curious child or a thief.
At-risk patients would be screened for suicide,
intimate-partner violence or dementia, and
extreme risk-protection orders would allow
law enforcement to remove guns from those
deemed an imminent threat to themselves or
others. Universal background checks would be
conducted for all firearm sales and transfers.
A public health approach also supports the
development of innovative firearm technology
that could prevent a weapon from being
fired by a child or someone other than the
owner. To address interpersonal violence, we
need to reduce inequities in our vulnerable
neighborhoods and regions, which means
increasing access to education and decreasing
unemployment, homelessness and poverty.
Strategies would include support for hospital
and community-based violence intervention
programs.
Lastly, any successful effort requires working
with firearm owners as a part of the solution
rather than viewing them as part of the problem.
Just as bicycle riders were engaged to help create
an effective bicycle helmet campaign, firearm
owners and vulnerable communities should be
partners in developing solutions to the problem
of preventable injury and death related to
firearms.
Immediate steps can be taken toward a
public health approach to the firearm crisis. We
can change the conversation from a polarized
debate about “gun control” to a common effort
to address “firearm injury prevention.” We
can approach firearm injury as a public health
problem instead of a political problem. We can
invest in research to better understand and more
effectively address this epidemic of violence.
It will require substantial long-term
investment in firearm injury prevention at the
federal and state levels, but this investment
will also bring long-term positive financial and
societal returns. We can replicate the success
we have had in reducing death and disability
from motor vehicle collisions. A public health
approach encourages us to move from debate to
action, making society safer and stronger. And
far less deadly.
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A flag flies above the North Tower on Sept. 11, 2019.

What if Pres. Donald Trump
just happened by accident?
By Cass R. Sunstein
Bloomberg News

What is the role of chance in human life? If
a book tops the bestseller list, if a new product
takes over the market, or if people suddenly
want to stem immigration, might it all be some
kind of accident?
Over a decade ago, a celebrated paper by
sociologists Matthew Salganik, Peter Dodds
and Duncan Watts tried to answer such
questions. They asked: When a song turns
out to be a spectacular success, is it because
it’s really great, or is it just because the right
number of people, at an early stage, were seen
to like it?
Salganik and his colleagues created a
control group in which people could hear and
download one or more of dozens of songs by
new bands. In the control group, people were
not told anything about what anyone else had
downloaded or liked. They were left to make
their own independent judgments.
The researchers also created eight other
groups, in which people could see how many
people had previously downloaded songs in
their particular groups. Here was the central
question: Would it make a big difference, in
terms of ultimate numbers of downloads, if
people could see the behavior of others?
It certainly did. While the worst songs (as
established by the control group) never ended
up at the very top, and while the best songs
never ended up at the very bottom, essentially
anything else could happen. If a song benefited
from a burst of early downloads, it could do
really well. If it did not get that benefit, almost
any song could be a failure. In short, the
judgments of a few early movers could initiate a
social cascade, making or breaking a song.
Published in 2006, these findings were
electrifying. They suggested that success
in business and politics is difficult or even
impossible to predict in situations in which
nobody can know whether a song, a film,
a book, a politician, a cause or an idea will
happen to get the social equivalent of visible
early downloads.
In subsequent work, Watts has argued that
we are often wrong to attribute success or
failure to intrinsic merit or to deep cultural
forces. Whether it’s the election of President
Donald Trump, the views of the Republican
Party on immigration or the fame of the
Mona Lisa, the real reason might be: Visible
downloads, at just the right time.
A new study provides Watts with a lot of
support.
Building directly on the music downloads
experiment, the sociologist Michael Macy of
Cornell University and his collaborators asked
whether the visible views of other people could
suddenly make identifiable political positions
popular among Democrats and unpopular
among Republicans, or vice versa.
Here’s how the experiment worked. All
participants (consisting of thousands of people)
were initially asked whether they identified

with Republicans or Democrats. They were
then divided into 10 groups. In two of them,
participants were asked what they thought
about 20 separate issues without seeing the
views of either political party on those issues.
This was the “independence condition.” In
the eight other groups, participants could see
whether Republicans or Democrats were more
likely to agree with a position. This was the
“influence condition.”
In the influence condition, each participant
was asked his own view, which was used to
update the relative level of support of each
party. That updated level was displayed, in turn,
to the next participant in the same group.
The authors carefully selected issues on
which people would not be likely to begin
with strong convictions along party lines.
For example: “Companies should be taxed in
the countries where they are headquartered
rather than in the countries where their
revenues are generated.” And, “The exchange of
cryptocurrencies (such as Bitcoin, Ethereum,
or Litecoin) should be banned in the United
States.” Or this: “Artificial intelligence software
should be used to detect online blackmailing
on email systems.”
The authors hypothesized that in the
influence condition, it would be especially hard
to predict where Republicans and Democrats
would end up. If the early Republican
participants in one group ended up endorsing
a position, other Republicans would be more
likely to endorse it as well and Democrats
would be more likely to reject it. But if the
early Republicans rejected it, other Republicans
would reject it as well and Democrats would
endorse it.
That’s exactly what happened.
Across groups, Democrats and Republicans
often flipped positions, depending on what
the early voters did. On most of the 20 issues,
Democrats supported a position in at least
one group but rejected it in at least one other,
and the same was true of Republicans. As the
researchers put it, “Chance variation in a small
number of early movers” can have major effects
in tipping large populations and in getting
both Republicans and Democrats to embrace a
cluster of views that actually have nothing to do
with each other.
These findings help explain how members
of both parties flip over short periods of time,
and also how issues suddenly, and surprisingly,
become polarizing across political lines.
Immigration is the most obvious example,
and note too that as recently as 2007, climate
change was not particularly divisive, certainly
as compared to 2019.
The more fundamental point is that that
the most intense political or cultural divisions
may have nothing to do at all with ideology
or core values. Everything may depend on
the unpredictable outcome of social cascades
driven by the fact that some prominent
Republicans, or some prominent Democrats,
happened to take a particular position at just
the right time.
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General McLane drone program to include Edinboro University
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Jeremy Reed, a mathematics teacher at General McLane High School,
operates one of the drones to be used for the new program.
Drone technology is steering its way into
General McLane High School, offering
students new opportunities to pursue
pathways in computer science.
“It’s easy to attract students to f lying
drones. But, we want to prepare General
McLane students to use the tool for careers
beyond our doors,” said General McLane
High School Principal Daniel Mennow.
“This is a multi-billion dollar industry,
and now, General McLane students can gain
familiarity with the drone industry right
within our doors.”
Starting this fall, students will have access
to new coding classes and opportunities to
utilize 30 new drones purchased through
Apple’s PA Smart Targeted Grant.
“The idea is to elevate our computer

science programming to the next level while
preparing students for non-traditional
pathways utilizing drone technology,” said
General McLane Technology Director and
consultant on the project Jeremy Dylewski.
“If we want General McLane students to
be able to leverage their skills in a hightech world beyond high school, we need to
provide them with the tools and training to
work in some of these emerging fields.”
This new curriculum also includes
partnerships with both Edinboro University
and North Coast Flight School. Starting in
the spring, GM students will be able to take
Edinboro University’s “An Introduction
to Unmanned Vehicles” through a dualenrollment program. This course, which
will be co-taught by Bryan Loomis at North

Coast Flight School, will provide students
with an introduction to drones, FAA
regulations, operations, weather, safety and
airspace. By the end of the course, students
will be able to earn a Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) Part 107 Commercial
Drone Pilot’s License.
“At the completion of this program,
students will leave with a background in
computer science and programming that
can be utilized right away for immediate
work or higher education,” Dylewski said.
“There are a wide range of applications
for programming and coding, so this new
program will uniquely position our students
to have a significant advantage beyond high
school — not only for jobs that exist now,
but for those that will exist in the future.”
Planning for the new program began in
the 2018-19 school year as part of a districtwide initiative to create a cross-curricular
STEAM project using coding or drone
technology.
The drones will currently be utilized
among students enrolled in “Coding II,”
but there is also the opportunity to use the
drones across curriculums within any of
the current high school offerings, including

“Robotics,” “Astrophysics,” “Engineering
Design,” “Graphic Design,” “Photography,”
“Intro to Business,” “Computer Animation,”
“Digital Literacy” and “Icehouse.” “Coding
I” is also offered to eighth graders at James
W. Parker Middle School.
As the program advances, Mennow and
Dylewski are hopeful that GM will form
partnerships with local organizations and
companies to further identify real-world
application of drones in careers such as
insurance, utility, construction, real estate,
engineering, and police and security.
With the partnerships, GM is also
currently working on expanding its offerings
for future school years to include courses
in geography, “Cartography /GPS,” “Drone
I,” “Drone II” and “Edgenuity Course
Work: Financial Math, Introduction to
Entrepreneurship.”
The drones will also add to the student
clubs and activities. GM currently offers
Robobots, where students design, build and
battle with remote-controlled robots. Now,
the school will add a drone racing club,
introducing students to the world of FPV
“quadcopter” racing.

Talking high school sports and personal growth

By Richard Scaletta

General McLane School District Superintendent
The school year is well
underway and the official start of
fall will be upon us. Concurrent
with the start of school is the
fall sports season. Many people
in the community look with
anticipation to the Friday night
ritual of high school football.
School athletics are tangible.
There are scores to tell you if
a school “has a good team.” And
people just enjoy seeing talented
athletes compete, providing
them with plenty of fodder for
“coffee shop talk.”
Athletics appear to be a big
part of what we do because they
are so visible. This is the first time
in 446 weeks that I’ve written
on the topic, so trust me, there
are many other things to which
schools give attention. From
the perspective of issues with
parents, unfortunately, athletics
use up an inordinate amount of
time.
So why do we bother to have
school sports? In Europe, they
have a totally different approach.
Students only go to school until
the early afternoon because the
school just covers the basics.
What we call “extracurriculars”
are provided by the local town.
So after school, the students
would go somewhere else to
participate in say, the town
soccer club or town band. The
schools then would just focus on,
well, school.
In an article by Julie Doshan
on “Why We Play,” she quotes
Minnesota State High School
Leagues Associate Director Jody
Redman as saying: “I like to win,
but it’s not our purpose. Our
purpose is education. It’s human

growth and development of the
inner lives of kids.”
I think Redman’s statement
on the purpose of athletics in
schools is spot on. Those of us
who have worked with student
athletes have seen the positive
impact their participation has
had on their academic work
and on personal development.
Participation on a team provides
an opportunity to teach “soft
skills” that would be difficult to
teach in other settings.
I still remember the first time
I saw a basketball scrimmage.
Though there are officials,
coaches are permitted to pace
the sideline and give direction
to players as they play the game.
Players are getting feedback
in real time. “What a great
educational model,” I thought.
Compare doing that to having
the players sit in a classroom for
90 minutes to hear theory and
see diagrams. You could spend
a year “teaching” the game,
but without the opportunity to
put the theory into practice, an
athlete does not emerge.
In this country, we have made
athletics an integral part of what
we do in schools. We have a core
value in our district: Individual
— “We value every individual
and provide ample opportunity
to them to develop their skills
and talents.” We provide many
avenues for students to explore
and develop their skills and
talents, and athletics is one of
them. What we’ve learned from
doing this is that when a student
is given opportunity to shine in
the area of his or her giftedness,
there is an “overflow” effect

that helps him or her in weaker
areas. This is what Redman was
referring to when she talked
about human growth.
Those of us who see the value
of school athletics and want
students to continue to reap the
benefits are concerned about
their future. One of the threats to
the future of school athletics are
parents themselves.
My wife has an uncle who
lives in upstate New York. A
few years ago he celebrated his
50th year as a high school sports
referee. I asked him what has
changed the most in those 50
years and without a millisecond
of hesitation, he said, “Parents!
They’ve taken all the fun out of
the game.”
Throughout the country, there
is a shortage of officials to referee
high school athletic contests.
A survey by the National
Association of Sports Officials
(NASO) found the 95% of the
60 governing bodies for high
school sports reported canceling
or rescheduling games due to a
lack of officials. That same survey
found that 76% of respondents
listed poor sportsmanship by
parents as the single biggest
reason officials quit.
The Ohio High School
Athletic Association asked
officials to name the worst part
of their jobs. Poor fan behavior
was the top answer. Making this
even more problematic is that the
“abuse” of officials doesn’t end
with the game. It continues on
social media.
Next week, we’ll take a look
at another threat to the future of
school athletics.
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The Lego wall is part of the new maker space at Edinboro Elementary School.

Lego wall promotes creativity among students
There’s a bit of excitement over some new
green at Edinboro Elementary School.
The elementary school’s library is making
Lego part of its new makerspace initiative.
“This is a new trend in libraries all over
the country, and I’m excited to now join that
trend,” said Edinboro Elementary librarian
Michelle Androstic. “The students were very
excited about the Lego wall and have been
building and creating like crazy since our
‘grand opening’.”
Androstic, along with John Walsh from
General McLane’s Service Center, created a
new Lego wall from a portion of countertop

and framed it to hang Lego baseplates. The
Lego wall is now made up of 42, 10-inch
by 10-inch green baseplates, and is a place
where students can build and create during
makerspace time in the library.
A makerspace is a sharing space where
students gather to create, invent, discover,
and most importantly, try something
new through various tools and materials.
Students aim to use errors and failures to
achieve success in the activities. Depending
on the space, time and resources available,
each makerspace varies and is unique to the
school.
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Students can play, while enhancing various skills in the makerspace.

