Music Review
Assistant Arts Editor
Rhiannon Pushchak
reviews Nick Cave &
the Bad Seeds’ latest
release, Page 6.

Football earns 1st win, Page 7.
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Your guide to Homecoming 2019

THURS

FRI

SAT

Edinboro Art
Gallery Walk

Class of 1969 Reception

Kilted Mile
10:30 AM
Meadville Street

5-6 PM
Alumni House

6-9 PM
Edinboro Community

Homecoming Parade
Photography of
Rob Machi Closing Reception
6-9 PM
Van Houten Dining Hall

11 AM to 2 PM

Homecoming Alumni
& Friends BBQ
6-8 PM
Doucette Hall

Edinboro
Community Party
Noon to 4 PM
Downtown

Volleyball Game
Edinboro vs. Millersville
6-8 PM
McComb Fieldhouse

Homecoming Pregame
6 PM
Pogue Student Center Back Patio
Details: Pep rally, root beer keg,
homecoming candidate competitions
and live music.

Homecoming Football
Edinboro vs. Mercyhurst
2 PM
Sox Harrison Stadium

The full lineup of events can be found at homecoming.edinboro.edu.

Justice joins ‘I’m First’ lecture series to talk career
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Giving her third presentation in one
week at Edinboro, Dr. Lorraine Justice, who
earned her degree in painting from Edinboro
University in 1977, discussed the trajectory
of her career and answered questions in
Alexander Hall on Friday. This also served
as the second part of the “I’m First” series,
which celebrates the accomplishments of
first-generation students and similar alumni.
She was first introduced by Allison Flynn,
director of regional development at EU, who
described Justice’s credentials.
“She’s an internationally recognized
designer, author, speaker, consultant and
professor emeritus at Rochester Institute
of Technology, which is where I earned my
undergrad,” said Flynn.
The first part of Justice’s speech, titled
“Factories to Faculties,” discussed her
experiences before and after high school and
how they led to where she is today.
Justice is from a Sicilian-American family
in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, in which it was
believed that women should only leave home
to get married. Despite this, she’d enroll

Index
News..............................................1
Arts...........................................4
Sports........................................................7
Local.........................................................9
Voices.....................................................10

edinboronow.com
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com
adverts.spectator@gmail.com

at Edinboro in 1973 with only $200 in her
pocket.
“My years here were just so much fun but
a lot of pain,” she said, reflecting on paying
her way through school and awkward family
relations due to her decision.
She took on several jobs, including at the
campus admissions office, a steel mill that is
no longer in operation and even a Tastykake
factory.
While difficult, working at the steel mill
provided her everything she needed for
school and her main thought throughout the
tough situation was: “I have to do this. I have
to get an education.”
She chose Edinboro because of its
reputable art program, yet her original plans
focused more on being an artist than an
educator.
“In fact, I got here and I said, ‘I’m never
going into art education. No way am I gonna
be a teacher,’” explained Justice.
The results were not only in the education
field, but also working various administrative
positions at educational institutes like Ohio
State University, Georgia Tech and Hong
Kong Polytechnic University.

The Arts

“I also wonder if Edinboro had something
to do with that,” she said.
During this time, she was also asked
what her art style was, something she rarely
thought about until she met her husband
after Edinboro. He held a career in design
that she eventually switched to.
This change has dramatically affected her
life ever since.
“I had the most amazing life once I got

Art Student
Spotlight
The Spectator talks
with twins Zachary
and Robert Campbell
about their inspirations
and more, Page 4.

into design. I became a professor, I started
design research, I got to travel all over the
world, I met the most amazing people and I
still do,” said Justice.
She has delivered several TED Talks. One
was about the art and design trends in China,

I’m First, Page 2

Sports

Women’s soccer continues
hot start, Page 7.
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I’m First
From A1

Photo: Amber Chisholm

Justice worked in teaching and administrative jobs, while she also wrote
‘The Future of Design: Global Product Innovation for a Complex World.’

while another concerned learning another
language.
In this time, she’s also met people such as
Zaha Hadid, Luciano Benetton (an Italian
businessman and co-founder of Benetton
Group), Thich Nhat Hanh and Bill Gates.
Her latest book, “The Future of Design:
Global Product Innovation for a Complex
World,” reflects on the fast movement
of the design field due to cultural and
governmental shifts, along with technology.
On the latter, she referred to technology as,
“just another tool in our bag of, you know,
‘What do we want to create? How do we want
to create it? What tools will we use?’”
Justice also revealed two lessons she’s
learned along the way:
1. Never give up. “Just keep going. We’re
the ones stopping ourselves in most cases,”
she said.
2.) There is no such thing as perfection,
as in: “Sometimes you have to stop. Stop
revising, stop recreating, stop doing any

finishing and just stop.”
The importance of knowing one’s
thoughts in order to combat negativity was
also stressed, as this helped her to develop
both self-confidence and self-esteem. In
addition, she believes both her personal and
professional struggles have helped her get to
where she is now.
She is also glad to have attended Edinboro.
“I look back and say, ‘I’m so lucky I didn’t
go to another school,’ [and] that this was the
school that I went to because it really helped
me start out and pick and choose where I can
go.”
She concluded with: “Edinboro is a great
place. You get a good education here and it
can take you anywhere you wanna go.”
Justice also presented “The Future of
Design” on Thursday, Oct. 3 in Frank G.
Pogue Student Center, which can be read
about on EdinboroNow.com.
Amber Chisholm | edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

‘Bioethics with an Accent’
EUSGA congress meeting canceled Sept. 7

Drane series begins with discussions of
confidentiality, surrogacy and more

By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Edinboro University’s Student Government Association (EUSGA) canceled their congress
meeting on Monday, Sept. 7 due to a lack of presentation topics. An announcement was
made in the email sent by EUSGA president Olivia Franchock, and is as follows:
“October 21st, 2019 is our landlord/tenant presentation and congress will be pushed back
to 6:00-7:00pm in Pogue MPR.”
The congress meeting will follow the presentation.
The landlord/tenant presentation covers the topics of lease addendums (items added to a
lease) and landlords not being lenient when students plan to pay with refund checks.
As of press, The EUSGSA executive board meeting will still take place, as scheduled, on
Monday, Oct. 14 at 6:30 p.m. in Pogue MPR.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

University seeks speaker for Fall 2019 commencement
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Edinboro University is on the lookout for a senior graduating this fall, as they seek a
speaker at the fall commencement ceremony. The speaker must have a 3.5 GPA or higher and
must have completed a minimum of 45 credits at EU. Interested students who meet the criteria
may send a one-page excerpt of the speech they plan on presenting at the commencement to
Renee Kirk at rkirk@edinboro.edu. The deadline to apply is Friday, Oct. 25.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

Photo: Danielle Pius

The James F. Drane Bioethics Institute hosted the first lecture of its planned
semester. Read the full article by Danielle Pius online at edinboronow.com.

White House announces it will not ‘participate’ in impeachment investigation
By Noah Bierman,
Sarah D. Wire & Alexa Diaz
Los Angeles Times

In an extraordinary show of defiance, the
White House said Tuesday it would refuse
to “participate” in the House impeachment
inquiry, setting up a direct constitutional
clash between the two co-equal branches of
government.
The eight-page letter, sent to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and three committee chairmen,
marks a major milestone in the impeachment
drama, and came hours after the White House
directly intervened to block a U.S. diplomat
involved in the scandal from giving a voluntary
deposition.
After offering an evolving series of defenses
in recent days, the White House letter, signed
by Pat A. Cipollone, counsel to the president,
rolled them into a blistering critique of the
integrity and motivation of Democrats as they
examine whether Trump abused his power
when he blocked military aid to Ukraine and
then asked its president to investigate one of
Trump’s political rivals for alleged wrongdoing.
Rejecting what he called “your baseless
unconstitutional efforts to overturn the
democratic process,” Cipollone said Trump and
his administration “cannot participate in your
partisan and unconstitutional inquiry under
these circumstances.”
In the letter, Cipollone accuses Pelosi
of violating “fundamental fairness and
constitutionally mandated due process” in the
House inquiry, saying Trump should be allowed
to cross examine witnesses, receive transcripts
of the testimony, have access to evidence the
House collects and have counsel present during
questioning.
“Your highly partisan and unconstitutional
effort threatens grave and lasting damage to
our democratic institutions, to our system of
free elections, and to the American people,” he
wrote.
House Democrats earlier said they would
subpoena Gordon Sondland, U.S. ambassador
to the European Union, to force him to testify
and turn over documents and text messages,

apparently from a private device, regarding the
president’s dealings with Ukraine.
“The failure to produce this witness, the
failure to produce these documents, we
consider yet additional strong evidence of
obstruction of the constitutional functions
of Congress,” Rep. Adam B. Schiff, D-Calif.,
chairman of the House Intelligence Committee,
told a news conference.
He said Sondland has text messages and
emails that the State Department is refusing to
release.
In a tweet, Trump said Sondland would
not appear because “unfortunately he would
be testifying before a totally compromised
kangaroo court, where Republican’s rights have
been taken away.”
Sondland, a key player in the unfolding
impeachment scandal, was scheduled to
answer questions Tuesday from three House
committees.
Two South Florida businessmen who worked
with Rudolph W. Giuliani, Trump’s personal
lawyer and back-channel emissary in Ukraine,
will not give voluntary depositions Thursday,
according to the Miami Herald.
Marie Yovanovitch, who was recalled in May
as U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, is still scheduled
to appear behind closed doors Thursday but
may run into the same State Department
restrictions as Sondland.
House Democrats warned that Trump
administration efforts to slow the impeachment
inquiry, including blocking Sondland’s
deposition, could form grounds for an
impeachment charge of obstruction.
Robert Luskin, Sondland’s lawyer, said
in a statement that the State Department
had directed his client not to appear and “as
the sitting U.S. Ambassador to the EU and
employee of the State Department, Ambassador
Sondland is required to follow the department’s
direction.”
Sondland had agreed to appear voluntarily
“to answer the committee’s questions on an
expedited basis,” the lawyer said. “He stands
ready to testify on short notice, whenever he is
permitted to appear.”
Sondland, a wealthy hotelier before joining

the Trump administration, exchanged
numerous text messages with other U.S.
diplomats between July and September. The
phone texts are under scrutiny by House
Democrats looking into Trump’s efforts to get
Ukraine to help his reelection campaign by
digging up dirt on former Vice President Joe
Biden.
The texts were given to the committees by
Kurt Volker, who stepped down as special
envoy to Ukraine days after the impeachment
inquiry began last month. He testified behind
closed doors for 10 hours last week.
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, the ranking
Republican on the House Oversight
Committee, said the State Department blocked
Sondland from testifying because a transcript
of Volker’s testimony was not made public, and
only some of the 67 pages of text messages that
Volker provided the committee were released.
“We wish (Sondland) would have been able
to testify too, but we fully understand why
the administration made the decision they
did,” Jordan said. “It’s based on the unfair
and partisan process that Mr. Schiff has been
running.”
In the text messages, Sondland encouraged a
senior aide to Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr
Zelenskiy, to conduct the probes that Trump
wanted into Biden and into any Ukrainian
assistance to Democrats in the 2016 election in
exchange for a visit to the White House.
No evidence of any wrongdoing by Biden or
his son, or of any Ukrainian interference in the
2016 race, has emerged.
Shortly before a now-famous July 25 phone
call between the two presidents, Volker wrote
to Andrey Yermak, a top adviser to Zelenskiy:
“Heard from White House assuming President
Z convinces trump he will investigate / ‘get to
the bottom of what happened’ in 2016, we will
nail down date for visit to Washington.”
During the phone call, Zelenskiy said he
wanted to purchase U.S. anti-tank weapons,
but Trump quickly asked for a “favor”:
investigations into the 2016 race and into
Burisma, the Ukrainian energy company that
put Biden’s son, Hunter, on its board in 2014.
At the time of the call, Trump had blocked

$391 million in congressionally approved
military and security aid for Ukraine a step
another U.S. diplomat worried was politically
motivated.
“As I said on the phone, I think it’s crazy to
withhold security assistance for help with a
political campaign,” Bill Taylor, the acting U.S.
ambassador in Ukraine, wrote in a text Sept. 9.
Sondland pushed back and texted that
Trump did not want a “quid pro quo,” meaning
a trade of favors, in response.
Republicans on Tuesday accused Schiff of
selectively releasing the most damning text
messages.
In the whistleblower complaint that triggered
the impeachment inquiry, the whistleblower
wrote that a day after the July 25 call, Volker
and Sondland met with the Ukrainian president
to offer advice about how to “navigate” Trump’s
request.
The complaint also alleged that U.S. officials
had raised concerns in the spring about
Giuliani’s dealings with Ukrainian officials.
Volker and Sondland met with Giuliani in “an
attempt to ‘contain the damage’ to U.S. national
security,” the whistleblower wrote.
Separately, one of Trump’s closest allies on
Capitol Hill, Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said
he would invite Giuliani to testify publicly in
the Senate Judiciary Committee that he leads.
“Given the House of Representatives’
behavior, it is time for the Senate to inquire
about corruption and other improprieties
involving Ukraine,” he wrote on Twitter.
The move allows Republicans, who control
the Senate, a chance to provide a visible defense
for the president’s actions. But the hearing, if it
occurs, carries potential risks.
Several House Republicans have publicly
warned the president that Giuliani’s public
comments have been a political liability, and
Giuliani already has signaled that attorneyclient privilege prevents him from assisting
Democrats in their inquiry.
In addition, the Judiciary panel is stacked
with 2020 Democratic presidential contenders
who are well-versed in tough questioning,
including Sens. Kamala Harris of California
and Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota.

News

edinboro.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 119 | Issue 6 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, October 10, 2019

Section A n Page 3

Trump comments create concerns of
overreach in impeachment inquiry
By Lara Korte

Austin American-Statesman
Lawyers for President Donald Trump
may have overplayed their hand by arguing
that neither he nor his businesses can be
investigated by a state prosecutor.
On Monday a federal judge savaged the
argument, saying it was “repugnant” to the
U.S. Constitution. Now a federal appeals
court will weigh in on a legal question never
previously considered, and experts said
Trump’s expansive claim of broad presidential
immunity probably will be rejected if he
continues to assert that the president, his
businesses and his associates are immune to
even an investigation.
“I don’t think there’s a chance in the world
that the theory the president is putting forth
will be accepted,” said Stephen Saltzburg, a
former official in President Ronald Reagan’s
Justice Department who now teaches at the
George Washington University law school in
Washington.
“It really might mean that everyone
the president has ever dealt with cannot
be investigated if he objects, regardless of
how guilty they may be, regardless of what
conduct you’re investigating,” he added. “That
can’t be right.”
The ruling Monday by U.S. District Judge
Victor Marrero in Manhattan is yet another
crack in the legal wall Trump has constructed
around his personal financial records. Two
judges have already ruled against Trump
in federal cases over whether Congress can
get his financial records, and the president
is appealing those decisions. The stakes of
the legal fight have only increased with the
Democrats starting a formal impeachment
inquiry.
In the latest case, Manhattan District
Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. is seeking from
Trump’s accountants, Mazars USA LLP,
eight years of tax records and other financial
documents that may shed light on whether
the Trump Organization falsified business
records related to hush payments to women
claim they had sexual relationships with
Trump. The president sued to block the
subpoena, advancing a broad reading
of immunity that Marrero described as
“virtually limitless.”
How Trump’s (Private) Tax Returns Could
Become Public: QuickTake
The case will be heard by a federal appeals
court in New York as soon as Oct. 21 and
could be taken up by the U.S. Supreme Court.
In the meantime, Marrero’s ruling is on
hold as lawyers on both sides prepare legal
briefs. Along with presidential immunity, the
appeals court will consider whether Trump
should be required to sue in state court
instead of federal court.
In their argument, Trump’s lawyers relied
portions of the U.S. Constitution plus a pair
of Justice Department opinions: one dating
back to 1973, the other issued in 2000 by
then-Justice Department lawyer Randolph
Moss, now a Washington federal court judge
appointed by President Barack Obama.
“We believe that the Constitution requires
recognition of a presidential immunity from
indictment and criminal prosecution while
the president is in office,” Moss concluded in
2000.
While binding on Justice Department,
the opinions don’t have the force of law, nor
should they, at least in the way that Trump’s

Appeasing the ‘Fish Gods’
EU students’ biz idea wins them $5,000

Photo: Brett Flashnick/TNS

Rudy Guiliani is President Donald
Trump’s personal lawyer. The
White House recently announced
it will not be ‘participating’ in
the current House impeachment
investigation.

lawyers desire, Marrero said in his ruling.
“The court is not persuaded that it
should accord the weight and legal force
the president ascribes to the DoJ memos,
or accept as controlling the far-reaching
proposition for which they are cited in the
context of the controversy at hand,” Marrero
wrote.
The memos, he said, have attained an
unwarranted popular acceptance, “as if their
conclusion were inscribed on Constitutional
tablets so etched by the Supreme Court.”
In fact, the Constitution doesn’t explicitly
say whether a president can be prosecuted
or even investigated criminally. The Justice
Department opinions are a product of
government lawyers providing their best
interpretation of what protections the law
provides, based on constitutional separation
of powers and the unique constitutional role
of the president. But they haven’t been tested
by a court, and a state prosecutor like Vance
may disagree with the analysis in the memos
and try to charge Trump.
Even Marrero recognized that a less
sweeping immunity may be available to
a president, calling for a “case-by-case
approach in which a determination” of
whether protection is warranted “is made
by the courts.” The judge cited a number
of factors that might control, including
whether the president or others are under
investigation, and whether the suspected
crime occurred before or after an election.
While Trump’s lawyers may have a
reasonable argument that Trump can’t face
state charges while he’s president, they face
an uphill battle arguing that neither he or his
businesses and associates can be investigated,
said Washington lawyer Adam Lurie, who
worked in the Justice Department under
President Barack Obama.
“It’s possible if not likely the Supreme
Court will ultimately have to decide this,”
Lurie said.
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Tyler Waltenbaugh and Hunter Klobucar took home $5,000 for their new
business: Fish Gods. They are both currently Edinboro students.

By Keith Hepler
Contributing Writer

Creating a company was not the plan for Tyler
Waltenbaugh and Hunter Klobucar, at least not
when they were still up to their necks in college
classes. But that’s what wound up happening, and
the Edinboro students rolled with it.
“Coming into college, I didn’t really plan on
being an entrepreneur,” said Klobucar.
“I was pursuing environmental geography.
[But] I knew I always wanted to own my own
business. My goal was to make an impact on
people and the environment.”
Waltenbaugh echoed these thoughts.
“I didn’t attend Edinboro with the mindset of
becoming an entrepreneur, however, as soon as I
came to college and left my small town, I started
to meet people and I started to be associated with
people who had an entrepreneur mindset,” he
said. “Creating stuff out of nothing. I never really
had a direct path…I always had an open mind to
be creative.”
Their company, Fish Gods, started because of a
shared joy of fishing, but getting there took many
steps. They first started the fly fishing club on
campus and were able to get it chartered through
a non-profit named Trout Unlimited. The
organization focuses on conservation of trout,
along with the habitat they reside in.
Eventually, both students were then chosen
to participate in the Brook Trout Odyssey.
The Trout Unlimited project aimed to gain
understanding about brook trout from
fishermen, fellow conservationists and the
scientifically minded community.
“So, we were in the most remote places in Pa.
Out in the middle of the mountains. And every
watershed we entered...every stream there was
garbage and plastic polluting our water,” said
Klobucar. “We started writing things down and
that’s kind of where the idea of Fish Gods came
about.”
This idea to start a company led first to the
creation of a collapsible bag, which serves as a
tool for outdoorsmen to pick up, contain and
recycle trash. The overall goal of the company
is to push environmentally friendly practices
through fishing enthusiasts. This will include
product, such as the bag, and more in the future.
The name, Fish Gods, bears the history of the
activity and the shared mission both founders
wish to implement. Klobucar offered explanation.
“A lot of anglers use it (the phrase). Pray to the
fish gods for a good catch or fortune. We thought
it was a perfect fit for our company…If you clean
up your waters, protect your waters, they’ll bless
you with a good catch...We want to be the voice
that unifies companies in society to make a
change. We want to be that company that makes
a change.”
Waltenbaugh drilled down into the history

of the phrase, adding: “The name comes from
ancient ties to Hawaiian culture. It has been
adapted down through generations.”
This theme repeats itself throughout their
musings. It’s important to recognize that the
concept of generations serves as both their
foundation and catalyst in their decision-making.
“Family has a lot to do with it. I grew up taking
weekend trips up to Erie with my father since I
was probably 12 years old. We would come...on
the weekends in the fall and in the winter. We
would steelhead fish on the tributaries of Erie,
like Elk Creek,” Waltenbaugh said. “Both of our
parents are super supportive, they’re there for us
[and] they offer us guidance.”
The inspiration and resulting business
strategy is already paying dividends for the pair.
They recently received $5,000 through the Ben
Franklin TechCelerator @Erie. This was the
culmination of a 10-week business camp. They’ve
also been working with Edinboro’s Center
for Branding and Strategic Communication,
otherwise known as the Beehive, on branding,
social media and more.
Waltenbaugh stressed the unique nature of
their endeavor.
“Fish Gods isn’t one singular idea. I would
say it’s the product of a year-and-a-half of really
back and forth, throwing ideas at each other, and
meeting new customers. An evolutionary process
for sure…lead times to getting things done is our
biggest problem.”
In addition, Klobucar was quick to point out
that, “There’s never problems, only solutions.”
Both students are looking to the horizon postgraduation and are beginning to prepare for what
that step in their journey will bring. Waltenbaugh
will receive his bachelor’s degree in strategic
communication and a minor in public relations
as well as journalism. He will graduate in the
spring of 2020.
Klobucar will follow him at the conclusion
of the fall semester that same year with an
environmental geology major, along with two
minors: geographic information systems and
environmental sciences.
They are involved with Kickstarter and plan
to launch a funding campaign on the website
within the next six months. They are open to
any possibilities that may present themselves but
want to respect the place that gave them their
start.
“We would like to stay in the area that
helped us start our business. The city of Erie
has been more than generous on our start-up,”
Waltenbaugh said.
The best word to describe what both
entrepreneurs embody is synthesis. This
philosophy shows in their vision, mission and the
steps they are taking to reach their goals.
Keith Hepler| @edinboronow
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Twin Inspiration
Illustration and animation brothers talk influences
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

Twins Robert and
Zachary Campbell both
credit their father for
planting the first buds of
creativity within them. As
a carpenter, Mr. Campbell
was always sketching out his
projects.
These doodles intrigued
Rob Campbell, who
remembers his father
showing him how to draw
3-D block letters. It was
this taste of perspective
drawing that inspired
him to sketch his favorite
cartoon characters; soon, he
graduated to using “How to
Draw” books. “From there,”
Campbell said warmly, “my
love for art grew and grew.”
Now an illustration major
at Edinboro, Rob Campbell
enjoys drawing fantastical,
weathered landscapes.
“I like to create my own
landscape using a point of
realism,” he said. “I weather
everything to tell a story.
The more weathered it is,
the more people make up

their own stories about
a piece. It’s always really
fun to get someone else’s
perspective on my work.”
He described the art
community on campus as
“super tight-knit,” especially
because of the department’s
100-year anniversary this
year.
“I wouldn’t be anywhere
right now if not for the
artists around me,” he said.
When asked for advice
to give incoming students,
he responded: “Put yourself
out there. There are so many
different mediums and
perspectives on campus…
you can throw all these
different styles into your
work and learn who you are.”
Bright-eyed, Rob
Campbell also spoke on
the artists that inspire him.
Norman Sanders, a famous
pulp artist from the ’60s,
known for his pin-up style
illustrations and features
in horror magazines, made
the list. So did Francesco
Francavilla, a comic book
artist and illustrator who’s
been featured in publications

like “The New Yorker” for
his pop-culture based work.
Here at Edinboro, he credits
professors Geoffrey Beadle,
Michelle Vitali and Francis
Demaske with making
him a better artist through
instruction and by inspiring
him with their work.
Currently, he mostly
does poster work and
commissions for various
tattoos, album covers and
other niche items.
“My goal would be
to get my stuff in a big
publication magazine like
The New Yorker and build
up from there,” he said,
also mentioning a goal of
children’s book illustration.
Of his twin brother, he
said: “We have been super
close all our lives. We
love that we can vibe off
of each other.” Describing
their relationship as equal
parts love and healthy
competition, he added:
“He is really good. Zach is
definitely going places.”
Zach Campbell’s first
memory of creating art
also involves their father.
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A character design by Zach Campbell.

Photo: Zeila Hobson

A 2016 illustration by Rob Campbell.
Sitting with his son at the kitchen table, Mr.
Campbell removed the wrapper of a crayon
and drew waves across the page using the
side of it. The EU student was mesmerized
by this innovative coloring technique and
never stopped being fascinated by creating art.
Soon, he too was drawing his favorite cartoon
characters; he never stopped.
Now an animation major, his work is
inspired by the creators that wooed his
imagination as a child. These influences
include Craig McCracken, creator of
“Foster’s Home for Imaginary Friends” and
“The Powerpuff Girls,” Butch Hartman, the
animator behind “The Fairly OddParents”
and “Dexter’s Laboratory,” and the late
Stephen Hillenburg, creator of “Spongebob
Squarepants.”
“I mostly want to work on TV,” he said. “My
overall goal is to pitch my own show, but I’d
be happy doing concept art, character design,
and storyboarding for someone else’s.”
Regarding the art community on campus,
Zach Campbell spoke specifically of animation
majors.
“We can communicate more because we’re
all trapped in one room for long periods of
time,” he said. “We get to know each other and
the work. A lot of us love the same stuff and
grew up with the same cultural influences.”
He continued: “I like animation because
you can take any idea you want and make it a

reality. There are no physical restraints of any
kind.”
Zach Campbell’s eyes are technically
identical to his brother’s, but Zach’s glinted
with their own unique light when he answered
questions about his brother. “Me and Bobby
connect at a more personal level; I can always
pick out his work,” he said. “It’s pretty fun
having a twin, especially one who likes the
same stuff as I do.”
Describing the ease of their mutual
critiques and collaborations despite their very
different focuses, he maintained that there’s a
level of honesty to how each twin approaches
the other’s work, saying, “He never holds
back and he understands my thought
process.”
Zach Campbell’s advice to new art
students is as follows: “Plan your schedule
accordingly! Stuff piles up very quickly if
you don’t plan ahead.” He did not comment
on how he knew this, but did concede with
a good-natured smile that he’s glad Doucette
Hall (the home of animation on campus) is
open 24 hours a day.
Both students take commissions, and they
can be found on Instagram:
@robertcampbellart2
@zachcampbellart.
Zeila Hobson | @edinboronow

Nature and anatomy influence latest Bates exhibition
Last week, Bates Gallery hosted
an exhibition by EU student Mikala
Wells, who is a science illustrator.
Her artist statement read in part:
“I have always been fascinated by
the world around me. As a child, I
would watch documentaries with
my mom, squished together on the
couch. I wanted to learn all I could
about whatever caught my interest.
Through this, I was exposed to the

world and reveled in collecting
information on various topics, like
history and foreign ecosystems. All
these years later, my desire to learn
has not died; I reached the stage of
childhood when everything was a
question and never really stopped.
In many ways, my art is an extension
of this instinctive interest in figuring
out how things work. That is why I
chose to be a scientific illustrator.”

‘Najol Nah Anterior View,’ in ink.

‘Helmet Urchin (Compiled),’ a digital print.

‘Goliath Beetle (Compiled),’ a digital print.

Photos: Nathan Brennan

‘Common Green Bottle Fly #2.’

‘Green-breasted Mango,’ on watercolor.

The Arts
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A fresh origin story for ‘Joker’
By Jason Hurst
Staff Writer

Superhero origin stories
are a dime a dozen in cinema.
We’ve seen the birth of
Superman, and we’ve seen the
death of Batman’s parents so
many times a newborn could
recite it. Deadpool’s cinematic
introduction changed the game
by giving us an antihero, along
with proof that an “R” rating
does nothing to deter fans.
“Joker” manages to combine
the latter revelation with an
actual fresh take on the origin
narrative.
One of the most iconic
characters in pop culture, the
Joker first appeared in the first
issue of the Batman comic in

masterpiece; emotionally raw
and grounded. There are heavy
plot details in almost every
scene, and even so, the film
seems to move both slowly and
quickly. The film is roughly
two hours long, and yet after
everything is all said and done,
you feel satisfied and hungry
for more.
A unique feature of the film
is how it captures and presents
the Joker’s mind. We are shown
plenty of events that seemed
to have happened, but did not,
leaving you to question almost
everything you’re seeing. It’s a
glimpse of the Joker’s mind, if
you will: a man with an internal
struggle, made exponentially
worse by society.

given context. Vandalizing his
old workplace after being fired
leans more humorous, while
finally lashing out at those
who’ve wronged him moves in
the other direction. One or two
are even defendable.
“Joker” has been surrounded
by controversy. Many thought
the film would inspire
imitations of the Joker in real
life. Given how he develops in
the film, a negative product of
his reality, it is an ironic look at
our own society. There’s been
increased security at certain
theaters, with many choosing
not to show the film at all. Many
have walked out. Some found
the main character having
a mental illness disturbing,

Joaquin Phoenix stars as the iconic villainous clown in ‘Joker.’
1940. A psychopathic criminal
and mastermind, his only goal
has been to bring chaos to the
world. And while Batman’s
origin has been done to death,
twice, in the same alley, the
Joker has never had a consistent
origin. His backstory is often
created on a whim by the
character who prefers it to be,
as he puts it, “multiple choice.”
“Joker,” which came out on
Oct. 3, presents a fresh new
take on the character, based
heavily in the gritty reality
that has always been Gotham
City. Joaquin Phoenix stars as
Arthur Fleck, a clown-for-hire
who lives a paltry existence,
barely scraping by, at odds with
himself and society.
Throughout the film, each
event Arthur endures pushes
him closer to the breaking
point, until he finally snaps and
succumbs to his rage. The rest
of the film further breaks him,
until he’s left with nothing but
the chaos inside, only finding
peace as he acts on his urges
and ultimately commits darker
and bolder crimes.
The cinematography is a

You could say the film
attempts to humanize the Joker
and make him more empathetic
and relatable. To a point, this is
true. Out of context, Arthur’s
actions would be horrendous.
However, as they’re presented,
we sympathize to a point. We
understand what and who
Arthur turns into, and the film
is only a version of the journey
he takes to get there. Arthur is
in a low place at the beginning
of the movie and only spirals
downward with each event.
We’ve all had some negative
thoughts at some point in
our lives — a day we were so
angry or beaten down that for
a moment we ceased to care
about anything, including the
consequences of our actions.
“All I have, are negative
thoughts,” he tells his therapist.
This is how the film portrays
the Joker: a man becoming the
embodiment of this mindset.
“I have nothing left to lose,”
Arthur says in a monologue
near the end of the film.
Some of the actions Arthur
takes are, without a doubt,
relatable and even funny in the

Photo: Warner Bros./MCT

as not all mentally ill act in
such a way. While this is true,
the Joker has always been
described as mentally ill. That’s
who the character is. Martian
Manhunter once described his
mind as a “storm raging” when
he tried to read it.
All in all, “Joker” suffers
from a few creative choices.
The worst is the inclusion of
the Wayne family for no other
reason, I’m assuming, than to
murder them for the 100th time
(the public must never forget
the Batman origin story). It’s
an infuriating decision and so
overused that not even Bruce
himself cried. It’s absolutely
unnecessary, as everyone could
see it coming, and especially
so as this was developed as
a standalone film, with no
planned sequel and not as part
of the DC Extended Universe.
“Joker” is an incredible
film with a unique story and
presentation. It is a must-see
for fans and those curious. It is
written and directed by Todd
Phillips (“The Hangover”).
Jason Hurst | @edinboronow

Blink-182’s big blunder: ‘Nine’
By Evan Donovan
Staff Writer

It feels strange reviewing a blink-182
album in 2019. Since 2003, the band has
been on an unclear trajectory— from an
indefinite hiatus to a lackluster reunion,
and later the departure of founding band
member Tom Delonge. It’s been two
decades now since the pinnacle of their
career, the release of 1999’s “Enema of
the State.” At this point in the game, one
might suspect Blink has lost touch with
the younger generation. Despite these
pessimistic pressures, they’ve decided to
release a ninth studio album, aptly titled
“Nine.”
To be perfectly blunt, “Nine” should
not have been made. Most if not all of
the songs on this record paint Blink as a
band with completely unlikeable character
qualities. “I Really Wish I Hated You”
is an embarrassingly forced display of
self-deprecation. “Black Rain” features
unimpressive wallowing and 5th-grade level
poetry from secondary singer Matt Skiba.
“Tragedy erased my memory, and now all
I feel is this black rain,” he cries under a
thousand layers of incongruous vocal filters.
Even the better cuts on this album are
weighed down by questionable stylistic
decisions. The song “Heaven” has one of
the best choruses on the album, but several
factors prevent me from taking it seriously.
The vocal production is inhuman in the
worst way possible, making it hard to
sympathize or even care about anything
Blink says at all. This makes Skiba’s vocal
lines often feel unintentionally silly or
misplaced. On “Darkside,” he sounds like
a melodically competent Google Translate,

meanwhile indulging in obsessive fantasies
about a girl who “doesn’t even know his
name.” Nonetheless, “Darkside” is also
one of the better tracks on this record. It’s
energetic and endlessly catchy in spite of its
flaws.
The remaining tracks are either worse
or completely forgettable in comparison.
“Runaway” is a half-baked rap-rock song
reminiscent of Linkin Park. It features
cheesy flows and some more lazy, whiny
lyrics from singers Mark Hoppus and
Matt Skiba. The songs “Pin the Grenade”
and “Hungover You” are decent pop-rock
songs, but adequate background music
at best. On “Generational Divide,” they
try their hardest to sound like the darker,
grittier Blink from 2003. I thought this song
was tolerable for the most part. But then I
realized Skiba’s melody is eerily similar to
the nursery rhyme “Nana Nana Boo Boo,
You Can’t Catch Me!”
If you weren’t a fan of Blink’s last release,
2016’s “California,” this album is not for
you. “Nine” is a collection of generic poppunk motifs that take themselves far too
seriously. They have completely abandoned
all humor and self-awareness for an
artificial tortured-artist persona. It was
bound to happen; 20 years is a long time
for a band who found commercial success
through a Backstreet Boys parody. Still, as a
long-time fan, I wanted to give this record
the benefit of the doubt. I found that the
more I listened, the more I realized Blink
was surely a thing of the past.
Rating: 3/10
Evan Donovan | @edinboronow

‘Midnight Traveler’ makes crisis personal
By Kenneth Turan
Los Angeles Times

There’s as much truth
as poetry in the title of the
unexpectedly intimate and
involving documentary
“Midnight Traveler.”
Yes, there’s a bit of a blues
lyric about those words,
but they’re also terrifyingly
literal: Time and again, the
subjects of this compelling
first-person film end up
fleeing for their lives in the
middle of the night.
Winner of a special jury
prize at Sundance, the film
was shot entirely on three
cellphones as a family of
four goes involuntarily on
the run before our quite
astonished eyes for what
ends up feeling like forever.
In addition to being in
charge here, Hassan Fazili,
the family’s father, is an
accomplished Afghan film
and theater director. But
in 2015, after he opened a
popular secular meeting
place called Art Cafe, the
Taliban called for his death
and he fled to neighboring
Tajikistan.
Going with him were
his wife, Fatima Hussaini,
also a filmmaker, and their
two engaging, live-wire
daughters, Nargis and
Zahra. It turned out to be
only the first step of a very
long journey.
Making films on phones
is hardly new territory, but a
combination of factors make
this one vividly stand out.
For one thing, Fazili has
very real filmmaking skills,
both in terms of framing
the specific events he
records and finding random

moments of unexpected but
real beauty that reflect the
immediacy of the family’s
situation.
Also, because nothing
about their journey was
known when they began,
how long it would last,
what the dangers would
be, where they would end
up; that makes this story of
uncertainty and stealth one
especially suited to a catchas-catch-can medium like
the cellphone.
Finally, Fazili ended
up with exceptional
collaborators, including
composer Gretchen Jude
and especially editor Emelie
Mahdavian, a job that is
essential when you are
boiling down 300 hours
of footage and 25 hours of
voice-over into a 90-minute
film.
With great difficulty,
Fazili was able to have
the data on his phone’s
memory cards periodically
shipped to the U.S.-based
Mahdavian, freeing him
to wipe the cards and start
shooting again.
All of this would have
been of limited interest
had Fazili and his team not
accomplished what they
have: created a story that
captures with casual but
dazzling immediacy what
it feels like on the most
human level to be a refugee.
This is a story that could
not have been made had it
not been lived first, and that
makes all the difference.
Fazili and his family
are introduced as they are
leaving Tajikistan after a
year of fruitless international

appeals for refugee status.
The words “Day One”
appear on the screen and
Hussaini admits, “Wherever
we can go, that’s where we’ll
go,” a sentiment that is more
prescient than she knows.
It would detract from
“Midnight Traveler’s”
considerable impact to be
too precise about all the
places the family touched
down and how much time
their journey took, but some
specifics are necessary to
give a sense of the tone of
the film.
An early moment of
unexpected wonder takes
place during a stopover in
Turkey, when young Nargis
delightedly exclaims, “It’s
like the water is angry” as
she steps into the Bosphorus
strait and discovers the
nature of tides.
Much of the family’s
experience, however, is less
salutary as smugglers lie
to and threaten them and,
in Bulgaria, they witness
the depredations of antiimmigrant gangs.
Though youngsters
Nargis and Zahra are
surprisingly resilient in
the face of all this, the
adults are not always so.
As deprivations shorten
tempers, disputes occur,
including a memorable one
in which Fazili is chastised
for complimenting another
woman.
It is the gift of “Midnight
Traveler” to allow us to feel
this family’s fate in the pit of
our stomachs. If the plight
of refugees has ever seemed
abstract, this film makes
sure you know how real it is.
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Al Stone Lecture Series welcomes Armor to
talk music around the world, music in classes
By Samantha Mannion
Staff Writer

Photo: Francine Orr/TNS

Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds return with a ghostly double album.

‘Ghosteen’ marks return
of Nick Cave and the Bad
Seeds, culmination of
trilogy of records
By Rhiannon
Pushchak
Assistant Arts Editor

In keeping with the spooky
season, Nick Cave and the
Bad Seeds are back with
“Ghosteen,” a double record
about a “migrating spirit”
that dropped on Oct. 4.
Their second double
album and their first release
since 2016’s “Skeleton Tree,”
the album is said to close
a trilogy of records by the
Bad Seeds, along with 2013’s
“Push the Sky Away.”
As it’s an album in two
parts and with interlocking
themes, the record is best
experienced as an entire
entity, rather than on a
track-by-track basis. With
that being said, “Ghosteen”
does have a few standout
tracks if you’re looking to
sample, such as “Fireflies,”
“Leviathan” and “Sun
Forest.” These moments are
simultaneously devastating
and beautiful, and these
songs, in particular, deal
with love, loss and the
idea of grief in such a
dreamlike way. It’s hard
to listen to (or watch an
accompanying lyric video
on YouTube) with a dry
eye or at least feeling some
form of pain or remorse.
This is not something out
of the ordinary for Nick
Cave in any capacity; his
work usually delves into
deep, dark, disturbing
subject matter (take his most
recognizable track “Red
Right Hand” for example).
The record is chock
full of hauntingly surreal

synthesizers placed over
Cave’s signature dark and
brooding voice, the icon
singing about heartbreak
and pain, but still somehow
staying soothing and
comforting. As someone
who has recently lost
someone extremely close
to me, the album helped
me to look at the death as
something beautiful outside
of the depression that’s being
felt. Nick Cave’s records
are perfect for people who
are at war with themselves
and their feelings, and
“Ghosteen” is definitely
an essential listen for that
purpose.
Cave himself has dealt
with some extreme tragedy
in his lifetime, and it shows
in this record. There are
pieces of the album where
it sounds like his voice is
about to break, but it only
adds to the heavy emotional
experience. It would not
be surprising if this record

receives Grammy attention.
As mentioned before, the
record is a double album;
the first part consists of
eight tracks being told
from the point of view of
“the children,” while the
second part features two
longer songs and a spokenword piece told from
the perspective of “their
parents.”
The album follows this
“spirit” and is said to draw
comparisons to the works
of C.S. Lewis, author
of the “Narnia” series.
Specifically, the record has
been described by Elizabeth
Audrey from NME as
possibly taking influence
from Lewis’ 1960 piece, “A
Grief Observed,” due to its
lyrical content.
The album will be released
in physical formats on Nov. 8.
Rhiannon Pushchak
@edinboronow

“There are differences, but there is a
common humanity.”
That was Bob Rhodes, coordinator of the
Al Stone Lecture Series, reflecting on the Oct.
3 installment of the series, titled “Songs That
Disarm and Charm.” The lecture was given by
Kelly Armor, folk art director at Erie Arts and
Culture, and it touched on children’s songs
from all over the world.
The talk allowed the audience to hear the
traditional music that people from places like
Bosnia, Ukraine, Iraq and Sudan sing to their
children. As Armor described them, the songs
are like “little ambassadors” from each of the
countries, allowing them to highlight what
each culture values.
According to Rhodes, the lecture series has
been around for many years, but for the fall
semester, he said, “[I] wanted to have several
programs on immigration at various levels.”
As he explained, this talk accomplished
that goal by explaining child immigration.
“What Kelly Armor does is use music as a way
of explaining that children are very similar
regardless of the radical differences in their
culture.”
He went on to say, “It says something about
the humanity of immigrants and migrants all
over the world.”
This is a sentiment that Armor echoed in
the lecture quite a bit. To her, the examples
used are sweet songs that connect people from
all over the world. In addition, the songs are
meant to show the beauty in other cultures, or
as she puts it, “these are the songs people sing
to their children; these cultures are not evil.”
In addition, she emphasized the importance
of teaching children music. Once she brought

music into the classroom, the children who
normally wouldn’t speak much immediately lit
up. This was especially true when immigrant
children heard songs from their native
countries.
Armor believes the reason there was no
music in these classes is because they’re being
taught by “westerners who don’t think they can
sing.” Her opinion is the same as many of the
west African cultures she studies — anyone can
sing.
As she explained, an example of this was a
preschool teacher who used these songs in his
classroom. She said he would chant instead of
singing and it worked all the same. It still got
the kids engaged.
Due to the fact that the tunes and lyrics
are very simple, the songs can be utilized in
classrooms to get students to pay attention,
such as when waiting for their name to be
called. Songs, according to the lecture, can also
be used to spur collaboration (think clean-up
songs from kindergarten).
Armor also pointed out that both small
children and babies should be sung to. She
believes it helps them connect with their
parents in a way nothing else can. Even baby
talk, according to the lecture, is innately
musical, helping them to learn mouth shapes
and sounds.
Through watching these kids and teaching
them music, Armor said, “We can all learn just
about joy and openness, because kids have that
in such abundance.”
If there’s anything Armor wants people to
take away from her talk, it’s that, “Music is
about building community, it’s not having a
beautiful voice, it’s building a community and
having an open heart.”
Samantha Mannion|@edinboronow

Kero Kero Bonito levels up: tales of war
and humanity’s own crippling
foolishness explored on ‘Civilisation I’
By Livia Homerski
Executive Editor

Kero Kero Bonito (KKB) is growing up,
and the concern woven throughout their
latest EP, “Civilisation I,” is something of an
angsty, existential revolution for the British
experimental-pop band. The trio, formed by
Sarah Bonito, Gus Lobban and Jamie Bulled
in 2013, found success through cheeky
tracks like “Trampoline,” “Sick Beat” and the
infectious anthem of acceptance “Flamingo.”
This release is more serious and mature
than previous ones, as KKB seem to be
delving into advanced storytelling techniques
and thinking about the fate of people in
all tenses: past, present and future. The
lightheartedness of previous material has
been shed and “Civilisation I” emerges with
a message of deeper urgency — reform our
violent, selfish ways before all is lost.
These themes are lodged in between
mystical, video-game inspired synths and
eclectic song structures that build KKB’s
sonic world, which is what’s stayed mostly
the same. And while they’ve dropped
the personable bilingual embellishments
throughout the verses, it was a gamble for
accessibility versus placement. Again, the
tone is much more serious, and perhaps the
lingual double-Dutch between English and
Japanese did not have a place here.
In addition, their production throughout
recent releases has morphed into something
a bit more layered and fuzzy compared to
the squeaky clean J-pop and dance-inspired
sound that brought them initial popularity.
While KKB were a bit heavy on the shoegaze
during 2018’s “Time ‘n’ Place,” they seem to
have taken their feet off the distortion-pedal
ever so slightly for these new songs.
The beginning of “Battles Lines,” the first
track of the EP, begins like the dawn on the
day of a battle, with the verses and choruses
marching toward the big attack — a vicious,
buzzy synth solo that rips through the song.
“Battle Lines” is certainly eclectic, and the
punchy war-drum percussion and the firing
of pinball-like synths could not be more
appropriate for such a chaotically subtle
song.
Bonito keeps the darkness of fascism
and war contained with her light vocals,
proclaiming: “For in a world that never takes
a form, the battle lines are gone. And war
is always on, somehow, but we are all the
soldiers now.”
This juxtaposition is what pervades
throughout “Civilisation I,” and makes the
listener forget that they’re dancing to an EP
about imminent destruction.
For a song about humanity being
eradicated in the furious flames of climate
change, “When the Fire Comes Out” is
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‘Civilisation 1’ dropped on Sept. 30,
2019 through Polyvinyl Record Co.

a fairly relaxed song with a tender chord
progression in the pop-ballad chorus.
According to the band, the inspiration
behind the track occurred when the band
was touring in California as the horrible
wildfires that occurred in 2018 raged.
Between the fluffy synths and floaty pan
flute sound that makes frequent appearances
in Bonito’s discography, such as on
“Flamingo,” listeners are lulled into a dreamy
sway, making it all the easier to forget the
approaching devastation.
“The River” wraps up the album with a
suspenseful and flowing energy. Whereas
“When the Fire Comes Out” was a song of a
world ending in fire, “The River” drowns the
world with a flood.
“We pass down our wisdom. After
sunshine comes thunder. The longer the
drought, the heavier the clouds” sings Bonito
before another gnarly and tempestuous synth
solo rings out over the fuzzy and bubbling
tide of the accompanying rhythm.
It is interesting that Kero Kero Bonito
released work centered around climate
doom considering the recent battle cries
of activist Greta Thunberg and how
everyday, we further stray from the Earth’s
grace by continuing to pump chemicals
into our atmosphere and dump ocean-life
killing plastics into our seas. Taking into
consideration that Grimes is also working on
an album centered around the destruction
of climate change, perhaps we can take this
influx of climate-conscious music a sign of
the distress that’s permeating our collective
consciousness.
Luckily, music can be a thoughtful and
empathetic platform that allows people
to relate and understand in new ways, so
kudos to Kero Kero Bonito for leading a
conversation that we desperately need to
continue having until the war on our planet
is over.
Livia Homerski | @edinboronow
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The Edinboro football team celebrates their win over Gannon University. The Scots, in their first 2019 win, topped the Golden Knights on a last-second field goal.

Scots grab last-second victory over Gannon
By Paul Petrianni
Assistant Sports Editor

A 35-yard game-winning field goal off the leg
of Edinboro’s Vicente Arriagada put the Fighting
Scots football team in the win column for the first
time this season. They’d win the thrilling entry in
the I-79 rivalry against Gannon, 18-17.
The game began with fireworks, as an explosive
play by the Edinboro special teams unit left
them with a 2-0 lead only 8 seconds into the ball
game. Gannon’s return man struggled to corral
the opening kickoff, and right when he thought
he controlled the football, Edinboro’s Anthony
Mendicino hit him, forcing a fumble. The ball
was then retrieved in the end zone, resulting in a
safety.
“We thought we could win the special teams
battle and put in a special effort on special teams...
to get two points on the first play of the game is
a great way to start,” said Wayne Bradford, head
football coach for the Scots.
After a good return by sophomore wide
receiver Jon Long on the ensuing possession, the
‘Boro offense would stall out. This would result
in another special teams success, a great punt
that would put the Golden Knights down at their
1-yard line.
Gannon would initially respond to the tough
field position, putting together a nice drive
off running back Carlos Gomez, who helped
position the Golden Knights at midfield. It would
turn there. Gannon snapped their next play
from the pistol formation, a handoff to Gomez.
He was tackled and stripped of the football by
senior strong safety Brandon Anderson, who
was named to PSAC weekly honors. The ball was
then recovered by Tarique Smith at the Gannon
43-yard line, continuing the trend of the Fighting
Scots defense forcing turnovers.
Jordan Castelli got the start this week at
quarterback due to injuries to Andrew Tomko.
After the Gannon turnover, Castelli marched
the Scots down the field. A pass play helped
the Scots convert on a crucial third down. He
then relied on his running back Dorian Woody,

who proceeded to pick up two first downs with
his legs. Arriagada, another who earned PSAC
weekly honors, would then enter the game after
the Scots were stopped on third down. He would
nail a 46-yard field goal, sporting enough distance
to hit from even 50.
The redshirt freshman’s leg put the Scots up
5-0, a rather unconventional score.
Gannon opened their next drive with an
excellent kick return, spotting the ball on their
38-yard line. They would then fire off one of
their best drives of the day, going 62 yards and
converting plays of 10-or-more yards four times
within the possession. They capped off their drive
in the end zone, with quarterback Jimmy Keefe
finding wide receiver Sam East for a 20-yard
touchdown. After the extra point went through
the uprights, the Fighting Scots found themselves
down 7-5.
Teams would trade punts on each of their next
drives. Then, after Castelli and Ta’Nauz Gregory
connected on a big play, the quarterback was
picked off, giving the Golden Knights good field
position after a nice return.
A nice gain from a Golden Knights pass play
on first down would immediately put them in
field goal range. They attempted to earn more
yards to get a closer kick, but the tenacious
Edinboro defense wouldn’t budge. After a 34-yard
field goal, the Knights would go up 10-5.
Edinboro would try to retake the lead as the
game inched closer to the halfway mark. The
Scots offense would call upon Woody for a play,
and he would answer. He would get six carries for
a total of 36 yards on the drive, including bursts of
12 and 16 yards.
Arriagada would come in to attempt a 44yard field goal, but he’d push it left. However, a
personal foul penalty would reset the ball for
the Scots, giving them a first-and-10. Arriagada
would be called on once again, and this time he’d
convert from 20 yards out. The Scots trailed 10-8.
The Golden Knights emerged from the locker
room on fire. After receiving the first kick of the
second half, they put together a five-play 80-yard
effort that ended with a 49-yard touchdown run

from Gomez. It was a touchdown that featured
multiple Scots draped over him as he broke the
goal line. After a converted extra point, Gannon
would take a 17-8 lead over their division rivals.
A few drives later, Castelli would pick up
steam, finding Andre Dowdell for a 35-yard gain
after a quick slant pass up the middle. He would
then find Gregory for another 35-yard gain,
putting the Scots deep into Gannon territory.
The two would connect again, Castelli finding
Gregory in the front right corner of the end zone
from 4 yards out.
After the touchdown last week against
California University, and this one against
Gannon, Gregory bolstered his second place
position all-time with 30. He is now five away
from the all-time Edinboro leader, Earnest
Priester, who finished his collegiate career with
35.
Arriagada’s extra point was good, pulling the
Scots within two points, 17-15.
Edinboro’s defense, meanwhile, continued
to excel, making it extremely difficult for the
opposing offense to advance the football.
Throughout the rest of the game they forced four
punts from the Golden Knights, allowing very
minimal yardage on each of Gannon’s last four
drives.
Gannon’s last punt was one their kicker would
love to have back, as it resulted in great field
position for the Scots with less than 4 minutes in
the contest.
A 10-yard completion to Woody is how the
Scots began their final drive, as the clock slowly
began to evaporate. Khalil Jackson then got in
on the action, catching a pass from Castelli for 7
yards. As time continued to melt from the game
clock, Castelli would then rush the ball up the
middle to give Edinboro another critical first
down. Gannon now sat helplessly awaiting the
field goal. Having only one remaining timeout,
they didn’t have the means to get another shot if
Arriagada’s kick split the uprights.
The Scots would wind the time down to about
3 seconds after rushing the ball with Woody and
using their timeouts. It was now in Arriagada’s

hands, as he took the field to attempt a 35-yard
field goal that would give the Fighting Scots their
first win of the season. Luke Rowlands, the long
snapper, and Levi Becker, the holder, executed
their jobs flawlessly. Arriagada’s kick was up, and
it was good. Edinboro’s late surge earned them
their first win of the season, moving them to 1-4,
and 1-1 within the PSAC West.
“It felt awesome hitting that kick,” Vicente
Arriagada stated. “It was a bit of redemption kick
after missing one earlier in the game. It was even
something bigger than that; I’m super glad I could
help our team get our first win of the season.”
Arriagada attributes much of his success this
season to the coaching staff.
“I put in a ton of work this summer with my
kicking coach Mike Raynard, who helped me
get a lot better. He also helped me a ton with my
consistency,” he said. “Coach Rizzuto has always
believed in me and put a lot of effort in toward
my growth.”
Arriagada also credited Rowlands and Becker
for the good start thus far. “We have worked a lot
as a unit to unite together and to help our team
win games [by] doing our thing,” he said.
Although the team didn’t begin the season with
the best record, the players and Bradford are still
very hopeful.
“Our first four opponents are currently 13-3,”
said Bradford. “We’ve played a tough schedule,
and we have still been in every game.”
He continued: “I’m just ecstatic for our kids
and our staff. They deserve it and have worked so
hard for this win. It’s been a month of miserable
Sundays, so tomorrow should be a little nicer.”
Bradford knows they have a battle waiting
for them on homecoming, facing off against
Mercyhurst, but didn’t want to look too far ahead.
He wanted his team to enjoy the win after a
month of tough losses.
Edinboro meets Mercyhurst next Saturday for
their homecoming game. Kickoff is at 2 p.m. as
the Scots will look to improve their record to 2-1
in the PSAC West.
Paul Petrianni| sports.spectator@gmail.com

Plutat wins singles and doubles at PSAC
By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

Brittnie Spithaler kicking the ball last season.
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Soccer wins twice in OT
By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

The Edinboro women’s soccer team continued
their hot start with nail-biting overtime wins
against both Slippery Rock and Pitt-Johnstown.
They first went up against Slippery Rock on
Oct. 2, topping them 2-1.
Brittnie Spithaler started the scoring at the
45-minute mark, just 40 seconds into the second
half, when she back heeled the ball in off a
rebound from a defender.
The Rock would get on the board 30 minutes
later when the ball took a bounce into the net. As
the game ended 1-1, overtime was needed.
Danielle Chatten scored in overtime off a
Spithaler pass, knocking the ball into the corner.
“We were very organized, [and it was] very
tense, as you can tell by the shots on goal. It
looked like we were dominating. The whole
second half we were better, [and] the first half
was very competitive,” said Head Coach Gary
Kagiavas.

The Edinboro tennis team recently
competed at the PSAC Singles and Doubles
Championships. Nils Plutat won the singles
title and he, along with partner Tommy Hsu,
won the doubles title.
Plutat and Hsu competed against
Bloomsberg’s Nagid Walle and Robin Luetzig
for the championship and won 8-1. They
faced duos from Shepard and Mercyhurst to
make it to the finals.
While they won in doubles, Plutat, Hsu
were also in the singles competition, along
with teammate Kaio Sacchi.

Both Plutat and Sacchi made it to the
semifinals on day one. Sacchi won 6-4, 6-1 in
his first match, and then won 6-0, 6-1 in the
quarterfinals. On day two, he lost to Ruairidh
Fraser.
Plutat won 6-1, 6-0 in his first match, and
then went 1-6, 6-3 and 10-7 to reach the
quarterfinals. On the second day, he faced
Unai Gonalez, whom he previously lost to in
the ITA regional semifinals. Here, he avenged
that defeat, winning 7-5, 6-1. He faced Fraser
of Mercyhurst for the title. He won the match
in the last two sets as he dropped the first
one, 2-6, and then won 7-5, 10-5.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

The game against Pitt-Johnstown was also
decided by one goal and went into overtime.
Marissa Shields scored her first goal of the
season when she got a shot off from 10 yards out,
putting it into the top right of the net.
Shields had the only goal and Anna Voelker
had four saves.
“It definitely affects their legs,” said Kagiavas
on how three overtime games can take a toll on
a team.
The Scots traveled to Seton Hill on Wednesday
(after Spectator press deadline) and travel to
Mercyhurst on Friday. The Scots have faced
Mercyhurst once already, winning 2-1.
“Second time is always harder,” said Kagiavas
on the rematch.
“We know what each one does, we know
strengths and weaknesses, we don’t have too
many rabbits to pull out of our hat, we play the
way we play. We try and hopefully that’s good
enough to win.”
Erica Burkholder| sports.spectator@gmail.com

Tommy Hsu at a match earlier in the season.
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Parsons places 6th
at Paul Short Run

Barnes named to D2 Bulletin
Preseason All-American Team

By Bob Shreve

By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information

BETHLEHEM, Pa. – Stefanie Parsons turned in a top ten
finish out of 368 runners to lead the Edinboro women’s cross
country team in one of the most prestigious races in the
country on Saturday. The Fighting Scots competed in the 46th
Lehigh Paul Short Run, and finished 12th out of 44 teams while
competing in the Women’s College Brown race.
Stony Brook took home the team title with 127 points, with
Columbia placing second with 176 points. The University at
Buffalo claimed third place with 205 points, edging Dickinson
(209 points). SUNY Geneseo rounded out the top five teams
with 219 points. Edinboro ended with 384 points.
SUNY Geneseo’s Genny Corcoran captured the individual
crown, covering the 6K course at the Goodman Campus Cross
Country Course with a time of 20:42.6.
Parsons led the Edinboro contingent of runners, placing sixth
with a time of 21:20.2. The junior previously won the Doug
Watts Open but did not compete in the LHU Invite.
Junior Tori Klimowicz was Edinboro’s second runner to cross
the finish line, coming in 42nd with a time of 22:03.2. She was
followed by All-American Hope Pietrocarlo, who place 48th
(22:08.6). Freshman Kimberly Goerss was 110th (22:45.5), and
Audrey MacPherson completed Edinboro’s top five (184th –
23:14.1).
Freshmen Megan Wisniewski (225th – 23:36.3) and Aleziah
Brooks (258th – 23:59.7) also competed for the Fighting Scots.
Edinboro is now off for three weeks before returning to
action in the PSAC Championships. The conference meet is set
for Friday, October 25 at Bloomsburg, Pa.
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Stefanie Parsons (left) finished sixth at the
Lehigh Paul Short Run in 21:20.

EU Sports Information
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Colton Cassel finished 11th at the Paul Short Run.

Cassel finishes 11th to
lead Fighting Scots
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

BETHLEHEM, Pa. – The Edinboro men’s cross country team
turned in a strong performance while competing in one of the
most prestigious races in the country on Saturday. The Fighting
Scots competed in the 46th Lehigh Paul Short Run, and finished
12th out of 45 teams while competing in the Men’s College Brown
race.
New Hampshire won the team title with 114 points, easily
outdistancing second-place Southern Connecticut State (233
points). Binghamton was third with 234 points, with Marist fourth
(247) and Dickinson fifth (273). Edinboro totaled 433 points.
Nicolas Sevilla-Connelly of New Hampshire captured the
individual crown, covering the 8K course at the Goodman
Campus Cross Country Course with a time of 24:26.9.
Fielding his entire squad in 2019 for the first time, head coach
Clayton Foster saw Colton Cassel turn in one of the top races of
his career. The junior took home 11th place out of 390 runners
with a time of 24:59.2.
Ward Ries, competing for the first time, was next, finishing 86th
with a time of 25:37.5. Fellow sophomore Jack Lacina was 99th
(25:43.0), with redshirt freshman Danny Desmond placing 106th
(25:45.4). Sophomore Nick Amos rounded out Edinboro’s scorers,
coming in 142nd (25:58.0).
Brendan Oswalt (149th – 26:01.9) and Connor Volk-Klos
(156th – 26:04.3) rounded out Edinboro’s contingent of runners.
The Fighting Scots are now off for three weeks before looking to
defend their crown in the PSAC Championships. The conference
meet is set for Friday, October 25 at Bloomsburg, Pa.

EDINBORO, Pa. – Edinboro University’s Michaela Barnes
(Lakewood, Ohio/Kenston) has been named a Women’s
Division II Bulletin honorable mention preseason AllAmerican. In addition, the Edinboro women’s basketball
team, under second-year head coach Callie Wheeler, is
among “Others to Watch” in the Women’s Division II
Bulletin preseason rankings.
The Fighting Scots finished with a 20-9 record a year ago,
extending the streak to nine straight seasons with 20-ormore wins. Edinboro made its second straight appearance
in the NCAA Division II Tournament last year. Indiana(Pa.)
is the lone PSAC team in the preseason Top 25, with the
Crimson Hawks ranked third. Edinboro and Bloomsburg are
among “Others to Watch”, which listed 14 additional teams.
Barnes was a major reason the Fighting Scots continued
their remarkable run of success in Wheeler’s first campaign
at the helm. She was named to a pair of All-American
teams, being named a WBCA honorable mention AllAmerican, and a Women’s Division II Bulletin honorable
mention All-American.
Women’s Division II Bulletin selected 16 players – two
from each region – for Super 16 All-American recognition,
and 16 addition players were selected as honorable
mention All-Americans. Millersville’s Lauren Lister was
the lone PSAC player on the Super 16 squad, and Barnes,
Shippensburg’s Ariel Jones, and Gabrielle Smith of PittJohnstown were named to the honorable mention group.
A 5’6” senior guard, Barnes was also named a first team
All-PSAC West honoree and earned second team D2CCA
All-Atlantic Region accolades. She was a second team
All-PSAC West selection as a sophomore and was the 2017
PSAC West Freshman of the Year.
She averaged a team-leading 21.0 ppg., ranking fourth in
the PSAC and 15th in Division II. She added 4.3 rpg. while
ranking second on the team in assists (93) and third in steals
(28). She was fourth in the PSAC in field goal percentage
at 52.1 percent (213-of-409), and led the conference in free
throw percentage at 85.7 percent (162-of-189).
Barnes scored 609 points in 2018-19, the fourth-highest
single-season total. Her 21.0 ppg. scoring average is sixth in
a season, while the field goals made (213) is 10th, the free
throw percentage (85.7 pct.) is sixth, the free throws made
(162) is fourth, and the free throws attempted (189) is sixth.
She topped 1,000 career points earlier this year and has
moved up to 17th in career scoring with 1,282 points.
Barnes had scored 20-or-more points in each of the last
eight games before totaling 14 points in the NCAA Atlantic
Regional playoff game vs. Virginia Union. All told, she had
17 games with 20-or-more points, including a school-record
42 points against East Stroudsburg. Barnes led the team in
scoring 15 times and scored in double figures in 27 of 29
games.
In addition to standing 17th in career scoring, she will
enter her final season ranked third in career free throw
percentage at 83.1pct., eighth in free throws made (310), and
12th in free throws attempted (373).
Edinboro opens the 2019-20 campaign on Tuesday,
November 12, hosting Lake Erie at 5:30 p.m. at McComb
Fieldhouse.
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Paul George and Kawhi Leonard were introduced as Clippers over the summer.

Leonard steps up to a new level in preseason says Clips GM
By Andrew Greif
Los Angeles Times

HONOLULU —Whether
or not Los Angeles Clippers
forward Kawhi Leonard plays in
the preseason, coach Doc Rivers
is not concerned about the
team’s new superstar showing
any rust.
Leonard ramped up his
workload Saturday by playing in
all “live” portions of the team’s
first workout since Thursday’s
preseason-opening loss to
Houston, and looked impressive
doing it, Rivers said.
“It’s clearly why he’s Kawhi,”
Rivers said. “No one could
guard him.”
Rivers and Clippers
teammates also said it was
difficult to be guarded by him.
One of Leonard’s two blocked
shots was a swat of a threepointer and Rivers “didn’t know
where (Leonard) came from
to get it.” During a portion of
practice open to media, Leonard
played on a team alongside
rookie guard Terance Mann,
guard Patrick Beverley, forward
JaMychal Green and center Ivica
Zubac.

“It was a pretty nice block,”
Mann said. “Couple nice blocks,
couple nice pull-ups. He’s
getting in the groove of things.
“It’s been awesome having
him out there. He’s vocal,
believe it or not; he’s telling us
what to do.”
Leonard will not play Sunday
against the Shanghai Sharks
at the Stan Sheriff Center, the
team’s final preseason game
in Hawaii before returning to
Los Angeles. The Clippers then
close their preseason schedule
with games Thursday, Oct. 13
and Oct. 17.
Leonard, a two-time NBA
Finals MVP, has stated his focus
is being as healthy as possible
by the start of the postseason.
So it was of little surprise
when Rivers said he doesn’t
necessarily believe Leonard
needs game experience before
the Oct. 22 season opener.
“You can make the case no,
because you’re getting your
reps in practice, you are playing
live,” he said. “He played the
whole practice today that was
live. But will he not play one
(preseason game)? I don’t know
that. He probably will play one,

but I would say I’m not that
concerned, either way.”
What does concern Rivers is
how best to structure practices
to continue the progression of
injured forward Paul George
while also preparing the rest of
the team.
Rivers wants to put the team
through more live scrimmages
and drills to better simulate
game scenarios, but George
remains limited to non-contact
drills as he recovers from
surgeries on both shoulders.
As two five-on-five games were
played at either end of a practice
court Saturday, George was on
an adjacent court with a trio of
assistants, taking part in a oneon-one, three-point shooting
and ball-handling drill.
“We’re still trying to figure
out how to do something
where he can get his timing
and rhythm,” Rivers said. “But
we can’t not play live because
everybody else needs it. I
probably did it the wrong way
(earlier this week). I probably
erred on the wrong side of that.”
As evidence, he held up his
team’s disjointed performance
in the loss to Houston. Rivers

partly attributed the “awful”
transition defense, the forced
shots and few passes to the
relatively few live reps during
the first days of camp.
“Everybody came in with
the typical first preseason game
(attitude), ‘I’m going to show
the coaches and the world that I
have arrived,’” Rivers said.
Twelve of the 20 players on
the training camp roster are
new since the summer, and
despite scrimmaging together
since early September, the
Clippers still are learning how
to communicate and play with
one another.
“I don’t think we looked that
bad; I think in the second half
we played better,” said forward
Maurice Harkless, one of those
offseason additions. “That was
Houston’s second game and our
first time out there in an actual
game setting. We had to adjust.
You know in training camp, no
one’s calling fouls, so we had a
lot of guys in foul trouble and
things like that.”
Along with Leonard and
George, Lou Williams could be
rested Sunday, Rivers said.
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Michaela Barnes prepares to take a free throw.
She was named a preseason All-American.

Parsons named PSAC
women’s cross country
athlete of the week
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

LOCK HAVEN, Pa.
– Edinboro University’s
Stefanie Parsons (Acton,
Ontario/Christ the King)
has been named the PSAC
Women’s Cross Country
Athlete of the Week for the
period ending October 6.
The junior turned in
a top ten finish out of
368 runners to lead the
Edinboro women’s cross
country team in one of the
most prestigious races in the
country on Saturday. The
Fighting Scots competed in
the 46th Lehigh Paul Short
Run, and finished 12th out
of 44 teams while competing
in the Women’s College
Brown race.

Parsons led the Edinboro
contingent of runners,
placing sixth with a time
of 21:20.2. She previously
won the Doug Watts Open
but did not compete in the
recent LHU Invite.
Parsons is a two-time
All-PSAC and All-Atlantic
Region performer who
earned All-American honors
in the mile run at the 2019
NCAA Division II Indoor
National Championships,
and also qualified for the
outdoor nationals in the
1,500-meter run.
Edinboro is now off
for three weeks before
returning to action in the
PSAC Championships.
The conference meet is set
for Friday, October 25 at
Bloomsburg, Pa.
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General McLane School District Superintendent Richard Scaletta and Board President Carrie Crow shared information with the Special Education Funding Commission on Oct. 1.

General McLane testifies at Special Education Funding Commission hearing
General McLane School District’s superintendent and board president presented joint testimony
to the Special Education Funding Commission on Oct. 1, providing the state with the district’s
perspective on the state’s special education funding formula.
The Special Education Funding Commission is co-chaired by Pennsylvania State Senate
Appropriations Committee Chairman Pat Browne (R-Lehigh), House Education Committee
Chairman Curtis Sonney (R-Erie) and Education Secretary Pedro Rivera. The commission is tasked
with reviewing and updating the state’s special education funding formula under a 2013 law passed
by the state legislature.
General McLane School District Superintendent Richard Scaletta and School Board President
Carrie Crow shared the following information:
• Their district spends approximately $3 million more in special education costs than the subsidy
provided by the state.
• For example, General McLane saw an increase in spending for special education of $425,408
during 2018-19. The basic eduction formula state subsidy for 2018-19 was $107,000.
• Since the 2008-09 school year, General McLane’s number of students with special needs has
increased by 19%, with students with autism doubling in population, and the percentage of students
with emotional disturbances increasing by 28%.
The Special Education Funding Commission held its second public hearing at the Northwest TriCounty Unit #5.
Act 16 of 2019, which became law in June, directed the commission to review and update
the state’s special education funding formula under a 2013 law passed by the legislature. The
commission will issue a report to the General Assembly by the end of November making
recommendations on how the state can distribute special education funding more fairly and
effectively.
Here are some other facts regarding public education and special education costs:
• Public schools spent more than $4.7 billion to provide mandatory special education and early
intervention programs and services to children and students with disabilities in 2017-18. That’s 73%
more than 10 years prior.
• In 2007-08, state and federal special education funding was 41% of what public schools reported
spending on special education. By 2017-18, however, that percentage had shrunk to 28.5%.
• Between 2007-08 and 2017-18:
— State special education funding increased 11.5%.
— Federal special education funding increased 71.8%.
— Local share of special education funding increased 109.4%.
— Special education expenses increased 72.8%.

According to research, more kids than ever before need special education programs and services.
In the 2007-08 school year, 271,000, or 15% of students, were identified for special education. By
the 2017-18 school year, 291,000, or 16.9% of students, were identified for special education. This is
while overall public school enrollments were down more than 80,000 students, or 4.5%.

Public schools spent more than $4.7 billion to provide mandatory special education
and early intervention programs and services to children and students with
disabilities in 2017-18. That’s 73% more than 10 years prior.

General McLane School District struggling with substitute teacher shortage
Edinboro University senior Matthew Wilson
is currently in a five-year program to earn
his Bachelor of Science in mathematics with
a secondary education certificate. Although
he had volunteered in schools as a tutor and
will go through student teaching, Wilson can
now gain early experience (and cash) in the
classrooms as a substitute teacher.
With the passage of Act 86 of 2016,
prospective educators can be hired by a school
district as a substitute teacher.
“In my experience over the last year as a
substitute teacher for the General McLane
School District, this particular job is rife with
positive aspects,” said Wilson. “It has provided
me with the opportunity of networking, an
essential feature for an aspiring educator, as well
as experience. In addition to the professional
benefits, the occupation itself is efficacious. It
is financially pragmatic, especially for myself,
since I am currently still attending college in
pursuit of a bachelor’s degree.”
For many districts across Pennsylvania, this
is one of the utilized programs to help alleviate
a teacher shortage.
“For students, this legislation provides paid,
hands-on experience for students who want to
enter the field and gives them more experience
networking within schools. For districts, it

helps alleviate a shortage of substitute teachers.
It’s a win-win situation,” said General McLane
School District Superintendent Richard
Scaletta.
General McLane schools are having trouble
filling substitute teaching positions, leaving
unfilled positions daily.
There has actually been a decline in available
substitute teachers in the district for the last few
years, coinciding with the national shortage.
“Substitutes play a vital role in empowering
all General McLane students by making sure
that education doesn’t stop for our students
when classroom teachers are away,” Scaletta
said.
General McLane pays substitute teachers
$84 a day, $41 for a half day, and an additional
$5 a day after working 45 days. The district
also offers substitutes some additional perks,
including admission to events, opportunities to
earn Act 48 hours and lunch on Fridays.
There are about 2,100 students in the district,
which uses an average of about 12 substitute
teachers per day, and sometimes up to 20 when
there is a larger professional development event
occurring. The district has a list of about 34
certified substitutes and about 30 non-certified
substitutes through the Northwest Tri-County
Unit #5 every day to help fill the need.

Certified substitutes go through the district
to get on the list.
However, individuals without a teaching
certificate can still substitute through the
Northwest Tri-County Intermediate Unit’s
Substitute Consortium. Through this program,
the Intermediate Unit provides online training
to employees. These substitutes must have a
bachelor’s degree, but it can be in any discipline.
Prospective teachers may also substitute
in the district. An eligible education major
currently enrolled in a Pennsylvania college
or university teacher preparation program,
which is regionally accredited and approved
by the Pennsylvania Department of Education,
and who has completed 60 semester hours or
the equivalent at an accredited state college or
university, may also substitute in the schools.
“My experience in the schools within the
General McLane School District has been
overwhelmingly positive,” Wilson said. “The
attending teachers are very polite and engaging,
which is exceptionally helpful for the substitute
teacher. Moreover, the lesson plans left by
the teachers are consistently detailed and the
students are prepared for their schoolwork.
I am tremendously grateful to have this
opportunity for occupational and professional
growth.”
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Matthew Wilson is one of the
college students taking advantage
of Act 86 of 2016, which allows
prospective educators to work as
paid substitute teachers within a
school district.
Those interested in learning more
information about our substitute teacher
programs can contact Marissa Orbanek, at
marissaorbanek@generalmclane.org.

Homecoming highlights — college and high school

By Richard Scaletta

General McLane School District Superintendent
This weekend, Edinboro University and General McLane
High School are celebrating homecoming. We feel fortunate
that our homecoming festivities can include participation in
the university’s parade. Seeing our band, cheerleaders and
homecoming court in the parade is always a pride-filled moment
for me. The weekend is a great celebration of friendships and
connections.
Homecoming is actually just a very small part of our
partnership with the university. Our most significant
collaboration is with the “Professional Development Schools”
(PDS). Both McKean Elementary and the high school have
become a PDS. This means that there is a special relationship
with the university whereby education majors start working
at the school as early as freshman year. The education majors
continue to expand their role with the school as the years go by,
possibly culminating with student teaching. The college students

get to know the school, teachers and students, and our staff
gets to know the college students. This means when one of the
students do their student teaching with us, the student-teacher is
up and running on day one, and our students get the benefit of a
student-teacher who really knows the system.
This year, middle school education majors wanted to get more
involved in a local school. They are assisting with the intramural
program at Parker Middle School, which is a big help to us and a
great experience for them. Education majors also tutor in many
of our buildings. At the high school, if a university tutor is able
to continue tutoring after the end of their semester, I give them a
mock job interview to help prepare them for what they will face
in their near future as a thank you.
Our high school students are also benefiting from this
partnership as they’re able to take courses on campus. The
university has opened many freshman level courses to our
students, and our students can take a three-credit college
class for only $300. The admissions office has been quite
accommodating to our students for this program known as
“Dual Enrollment.”
For 2019-20, two new collaborations are occurring. We are one
of the first high schools in the nation that will offer our students
the possibility of earning a drone pilot license before graduating
from high school. This new drone program will include courses
here at the high school and courses on campus with Dr. Korey
Kilburn, who is both a General McLane grad and certified pilot.
The collaboration also includes the North Coast Flight School
where another grad, Bryan Loomis, will be instructing.
Manufacturers have, for many years, been lamenting the

shortage of people who are certified quality control specialists.
In response to this critical need, Dr. Peter Kushinikov from the
university put together a program to provide the certification.
He also obtained a grant that is allowing six of our seniors from
our Manufacturing Academy to complete the program during
this year so those students will graduate with the credential.
The university is also one of our partners for the Academy of
Medical Arts and Engineering. University professors met with
us as we developed the program and now serve as guest speakers
for our monthly speaker series for students in the academy.
A number of visits to campus take place. Recently, academy
students participated in STEM day, while a visit to the medical
simulations lab with Dr. Teri Astorino is an established academy
requirement.
Of course, our proximity to the university makes us a good
location for the many education field students and studentteachers, as well as interns in the psychology, social work and
administrative education programs. Our school psychologist,
Dr. Jen Hardy, has also done research with Edinboro professor
Dr. Joel Erion.
In addition, there are numerous informal interactions
between our institutions. Administrators and teachers
occasionally serve as guest speakers in a university class, or serve
on a panel for future teachers or administrators. Our faculty will
call or work with professors on various projects.
Universities and school districts which are neighbors
should have a good working relationship. I am pleased to say
that General McLane and Edinboro University have such a
relationship. Go Lancers! Go Scots!
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Villa students receive criticism after racist Snapchat posts
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Voices Editor

On Sept. 27, Villa Maria Academy administration sent
home letters to students’ families from Villa Maria, Cathedral
Preparatory School and Mother Teresa Academy after several
screenshots of racist Snapchat posts made by Villa Maria students
spread across the region.
One of the posts used the word N*****; the other was a picture
of a black boy with a caption that read: “Just bought a slave.
might sell him tho.”
The letter sent home to parents addressing the issue claimed
that “racism has no place” in the school and that “these postings
made on social media are appalling and directly contradict the
values and teachings we work to promote in our students.”
The names of the students have not been released, and Villa is
also “not permitted to disclose the details of [the] punishment/
disciplinary actions taken by the school.”
Anne-Marie Welsh, the director of communications for the
Erie Catholic Diocese, made a statement on behalf of the Diocese
to Erie News Now, stating they were “shocked” and “dismayed”
regarding the situation. She reassured the public that “this does
not reflect what we expect from students in a Catholic school.”
More importantly, the Diocese hopes for what we all hope for:
“that in addition to addressing the immediate situation, Villa will
work to educate its students on the seriousness of this issue,” said
Welsh, again courtesy of Erie News Now.
The students involved likely face consequences that will have
effects on their college applications and possibly their future
jobs. In addition, they face the anger of their peers and those of
the Erie County community. But there’s something even more
important to consider.
In making these comments, they overlook the adversity
African Americans have faced for 400 years.
To be African American is to come from an influential,
powerful culture. To be African American typically means to
have ancestors that were kidnapped, forced to cross an ocean and
beaten into submission. There is an undeniable pride in the black
community, but history has left scars on our bodies and minds
that are carried from generation to generation.
Four-hundred years ago, in 1619, the first slaves were brought
to Virginia. Completely stripped of their liberties by white men
who whipped them, these men also infected them with disease,
raped them and sold them as property.
It was a 240-year-old American tradition to have black and
brown people brought to this country on overcrowded boats,
but in 1859 the ships stopped coming, and in 1863 Abraham
Lincoln gave us freedom. This was even though 75 years prior the
Founding Fathers signed the U.S. Constitution that declared all
men were created equal.
Thomas Jefferson signed that Constitution, then went home to
rape and impregnate his house slave, Sally Hemings.
After 1863, and legally gaining our freedom, we still found
ourselves at the hands of the white man. Jim Crow laws stopped
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Racist Snapchat posts using the word ‘N*****’ and using the caption ‘Just bought a slave. might sell
him tho.’ by Villa Maria students recently caused uproar in the community.
us from voting and legally allowed those who lacked our glorious
melanin gene to discriminate against us. White women belittled
black women in the household while they raised their white
children. Lynches were a suitable family event. The Klu Klux
Klan (KKK) roamed the streets. The houses of civil rights leaders,
like Martin Luther King Jr., were burned to the ground. Yet
through this all we continued to survive to see another day, raise
our families and change the course of history.
New laws stopped Jim Crow, for the most part, but others
would then lead to the mass incarceration of the black man. In
the late 1980s, the law set a precedent that allowed for our little
brothers to be incarcerated for crimes they didn’t commit when
“The Central Park Five” were sent to prison.
In a modern era, we still continue to face mass incarceration
and police brutality while President Donald Trump allows for
members of the KKK and neo-Nazis to come out of hiding and
spread their racist propaganda.
In those 400 years, the black community rallied to change
segregation laws and kept the southern economy booming
by providing cotton, tobacco and sugarcane in the 1800s. We
changed the course of American music with our additions
and creations in jazz, rock ‘n’ roll, R&B, hip-hop and rap. We
educated the nation with our contributions during the Harlem
Renaissance. We fought in wars, we made a difference in
legislation and we have changed the law. We have accomplished
all of this while a whole nation of people abused us in every way
possible.
While some of this history may be brutal and violent, this is
an indelible part of the American story that students and young

people can’t ignore. And if the students at fault here had respect
for this history or this country, which was built on the backs of
black people, they would have been more mindful of their words.
To be young is no longer an excuse for their generation.
Globally, we are seeing teenagers look to change the world and
fight in arenas such as climate change and equality for all. Their
generation unfortunately doesn’t get the luxury of being ignorant.
We have to do better to remind them that the world is
watching their every move. These students need to do better.
Their teachers need to do better. Maybe even the church needs to
do better.
Matthew 22:37-39 is about love. The words so well-known that
even those who don’t belong to the church abide by them: “Jesus
said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first
great commandment. And the second us like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself.”
As Americans, no one can ignore the black community’s
history, and no one can ignore our culture and our resilience. No
matter your age.
This moment has undoubtedly changed these students’ lives.
As they walk with this shame on their shoulders, we can only
hope they have learned from this mistake.
You cannot change the past, and as the black community has
proven, you don’t have to let it define your future. Use it to push
you forward to do better.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

Sony and Disney dispute Hong Kong seeks
Spider-Man after
independence from
arguments over money communist China
By Jason Hurst
Staff Writer

After months of speculation the
most dreaded news emerged; the deal
between Sony and Marvel would not
be renewed, meaning Marvel would
no longer be able to use Spider-Man
in their movies. It was a shock to
the world as “Spider-Man: Far From
Home” had just become the highest
grossing Spider-Man film of all time,
grossing over $1 billion.
The move made no sense to
anyone, even after the details were
released. Disney wanted more
money, Sony wanted to connect
their characters with the Marvel
Cinematic Universe (MCU). Talks
of an agreement fizzled out, until
the power of social networking and
prodding from Tom Holland himself,
led to the two companies finally
coming together again to produce at
Photo: Lionel Hahn
least two more films.
Stan Lee at the world premiere of ‘Avengers:
Personally I, like most of the
Infinity War’ in Los Angeles in 2018.
Internet, heavily blamed Sony. How do
you just walk away from (potentially)
Fans want these characters in the same
billions of dollars? Even when it was revealed
universe. They don’t even need to interact, just
Disney wanted more money from the deals, I
co-exist.
stood by Disney. Spider-Man in the MCU had
Financially, Marvel would have been much
been a dream come true. The re-imagining of
better off than Sony would have been. Marvel
the character, the stories, the entrance, it was all
can introduce any number of hundreds of
too perfect.
heroes, write around obstacles, and still bring
But of course, it could not last.
good stories to life. On the other hand, Sony
Thankfully, for the time being, Spider-Man is
would have been out of luck having such a
back home where he belongs (with the MCU).
limited number of characters and much less
The story is able to continue where it left off. If
ability to write around obstacles. Spider-Man is
you haven’t seen “Spider-Man: Far From Home”
so heavily tied to the MCU at this point.
by now, prepare for a spoiler: it has an amazing
When Marvel sold Sony the rights to Spidercameo that is arguably on the same level as, or
Man in 1999, there was a condition to make a
better than, Stan Lee. J. K. Simmons reprises his
Spider-Man movie at least once every five years,
iconic role as J. Jonah Jameson from the Spideror the rights return to Marvel. This aggressively
Man trilogy.
puts pressure on Sony to make these movies as
So much happened at the end of “Far From
much as possible. Sony would have had to either
Home,” it would have been a disaster to remove
start completely over, or MacGyver a way out of
“Spidey” from the MCU. Lots of foreshadowing
the death bed they put themselves in. Neither of
and revelation happened (more spoilers): the
these would be good decisions.
possibility of S.W.O.R.D., sister to S.H.I.E.L.D.,
On the downside of the new deal, Spiderand Peter’s secret identity being revealed, setting
Man only has two movies coming, the third
the stage for not only the MCU, but the rest of
main movie and a cameo in a different movie.
the Spider-Man movies.
It would be best, for the fans, if Marvel bought
While the companies did what they believe
back the rights to the character.
was good for them, neither one stopped to think
It’s a probable nightmare to actually
accomplish, but worth it all at the same time.
about the fans. People would of course continue
to watch these franchises, though the effect on
Jason Hurst | @edinboronow
the box offices could have suffered.

By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

Hong Kong is a small port state off the
east coast of China, encompassing only 427
square miles of land. China had control over
the area during the Han dynasty, somewhere
between 25 A.D. and 220 A.D. On June
26 in 1843, Hong Kong became a British
possession, thus allowing British merchants
easier trade with China.
During the Cold War, Hong Kong became
a safe haven for laborers and entrepreneurs
seeking refuge from mainland China after
China’s government was fully under control
of communism. Those fleeing to Hong Kong
feared China would overrun the small state,
but China understood the importance Hong
Kong had in the region; Hong Kong had
become one of the wealthiest state harbors in
the world.
China tightened its grip on Hong Kong,
pressuring the British to return the port.
Fearing the worst, many Hong Kong natives
emigrated to other nations to protect
themselves from communist rule. The
remaining citizens were a new generation
of people whose ideas were split between
communism and democracy.
China took a stand against democracy in
1989 with the Tiananmen Square massacre.
Chinese officials massacred Hong Kong
pro-democracy demonstrators in Beijing.
According to BBC, “previous estimates of the
deaths in the pro-democracy protests ranged
from several hundred to more than 1,000.”
In 1997, the British finally handed over
Hong Kong to China; Hong Kong still is
given semi-autonomous control over itself.
Today, China is still trying to tighten
its grip over the small port state. Multiple
protests and riots have broken out over a new
extradition law, now suspended, put in place
by China. This law would allow criminals to
be sent to mainland China to be tried.
Those who spoke against the law believe
China will use it for other means.
According to The Washington Post,
China’s conviction rate is around 99.9%.
China may use this law to control
government critics. Hong Kong officials fear
the state will not be able to fight a request
from China, and that those that are taken to
the mainland might lose their rights to a fair
trial.
Protesters fear their elected officials in
Hong Kong may not help defend them from
this law because of how much China controls

their election system. China also has its hand
on Hong Kong’s free speech by censoring the
media. “Patriotic education” is also being
practiced within the state, pushing students
toward communism and being a part of
mainland China.
The clashes with the police have become
more violent as the police try to quell the
“illegal” protests. October 1 was the 70th
anniversary of the founding of the Chinese
Communist Party. Crowds brought the
celebration to a halt by protesting China’s
rule over Hong Kong and by vandalizing
celebration banners. Hong Kong protesters
have even gone as far as waving the U.S.
flag and singing the anthem in support of
democracy.
This is a very important time for
democracy, as the Chinese Communist Party
is doing all it can to stop Hong Kong from
becoming an independent democratic state.
We, the U.S., are stuck with a very important
decision: do we help the protesters?
As a constitutional republic, we have
always come to the aid of nations fighting
communism. Some of these fights have
brought some success, like Korea. Half of the
peninsula enjoys a democratic government,
while the other half seems to be isolated from
the rest of the world through communism.
Imagine if the U.S. never entered the Korean
War. The whole East Asia peninsula would
be what North Korea is today.
However, when we interfere it does not
always go as planned, such as with Vietnam.
Ideological issues still plague the country 40
years after the Vietnam War.
What if we do nothing? China is the
largest country by not only land mass, but
also population. It has also become one of
the few technological super powers of today.
Any physical assistance could spark tension
between our nations.
President John F. Kennedy said it best:
“If we cannot end now our differences, at
least we can help make the world safe for
diversity. For, in the final analysis, our most
basic common link is that we all inhabit the
small planet. We all breath the same air. We
all cherish our children’s future. And we all
are mortal.”
Hong Kong and China must come to an
agreement. Humans have always disagreed,
but they have always prevailed to become
stronger.
Beau Bruneau | @edinboronow
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California recently signed Senate Bill 206, the Fair Pay to Play Act, which allows athletes to profit from
use of their name, image and likeness. The issue has now come to Pennsylvania.

State reps push the Fair Pay to Play Act
By Chase Rowland
Staff Writer

Whether college athletes should get paid is a constant debate.
These student athletes, in especially profitable sports like
football and basketball, are put under the microscope by their
coaches, peers and the entire world through big TV contracts.
It’s comparable in that sense to the professional leagues, so what’s
holding it back?
On the other side of the argument, some pose the question: what
is the true role of the student athlete? Is it excelling in the classroom
or giving it all in their respective sport?
But let’s back up. The NCAA has a total of three athletics
divisions: Division I (Edinboro wrestling is in here), Division II
(the remainder of Edinboro sports) and Division III. Now take into
account just how many schools there are across the U.S. (roughly
5,000) and know that sports programs are abundant throughout all
college levels.
In short, the world of collegiate sports has evolved into a
swimming pool of revenue for universities and corporations. Both
make money from their student athletes giving it their all on nearly
every day of the week.
According to USA Today from 2018, “[March Madness] will
generate an audience approaching 100 million people in 180
countries watching on television and 700,000 to 800,000 attending
live games. The NCAA will rake in about $900 million from
TV commercials, ticket sales, corporate sponsorships and other
sources.”
The issue has reached its boiling point in recent months as
professional athletes like LeBron James (forward for the Los
Angeles Lakers) and Richard Sherman (cornerback for the San
Francisco 49ers) have thrown their opinions into the mix, with
both expressing a need to change the system on how we value
college athletes. James even had California Gov. Gavin Newsom on
his “The Shop” TV program to sign that state’s bill — Senate Bill
206, the Fair Pay to Play Act — into law. It’s the first of its kind in
the U.S. to allow college athletes to profit off their name, image and
likeness.
James had voiced his concerns on Twitter, calling for action
against the NCAA’s strict bylaws: “College athletes can responsibly
get paid for what they do and the billions they create.”
Sherman, backing James, spoke with the San Jose Mercury
News, pushing for a necessary change to the system as a whole: “It’s
(paying college athletes) going to cripple the NCAA in a way where
they start to bend, make it a more symbolic relationship between
players and the NCAA.” He continued, “Or it’s going to destroy
them in general and start a whole new way of college athletes in

general, and I can respect that too.”
California was that first state to take action in late Sept., ensuring
athletes within that state are awarded compensation for their
athletic achievements. Players will have the opportunity for the first
time in NCAA history to profit off their likeness.
This will also give student athletes the ability to sign
endorsement deals and get sponsorships, similar to professional
athletes.
Other states are trying to create similar laws, with minor tweaks,
to ensure that their athletes have the same luxury as California. Just
last Tuesday, two Pennsylvania state representatives, Ed Gainey and
Dan Miller, encouraged the state to replicate the same bill. Gainey
and Miller are pushing for a law similar to ensure that athletes
stay at programs like Pittsburgh University, Pennsylvania State
College, and Temple University, rather than lose athletes to new
opportunities across the country.
Gainey believes the bill has revolutionized the possibilities for
student athletes traveling away from home. “California has changed
the game, and I don’t think you want all top-flight athletes going to
California,” he said.“To me, you would want to be competitive.”
The bill will have to go through much before its approval,
and local lawmakers are pushing to sign and enact it by 2023. If
Pennsylvania were to pass this bill, it could create a domino effect
for the rest of the country. Other states and schools would be racing
to be the next in line to ensure that their athletes stay local and
receive the same benefits as the next.
Not allowing these men and women to make some profit off
their likeness for their hard work and sacrifices they have made is
a disservice. The NCAA is a multi-billion dollar organization that
profits off its athletes each and every year.
We must also keep in the back of our minds that these athletes
are students first. While making money in school is beneficial for
most, especially since athletes may not be able to hold jobs due
to the strenuous schedule, a balance of education and athletic
competition is key.
Not only must we be wary of athletics over education, but
lawmakers must have a strong ideology of equality. If these athletes
will be making money from endorsements, then all participants
should be on the same playing grounds. No one athlete should
be capable of making more money than the next; there must be
no discrimination against gender, race, sexuality or even gender
identity.
Whether you’re at a Division III school or Division I, man or
woman, the point of this law is to create exposure and provide relief
for the athletes that sacrifice so much for our entertainment.
Chase Rowland | @edinboronow

5 must-attend
2019 HOCO events
By Madi Gross
Staff Writer

Every year, Edinboro University’s homecoming is a
celebration of the community, past and present. This year,
alumni, current students and more gather under the theme of
Art 100, which honors the 100th year of art at Edinboro.
This week’s list is what you should make time for when
arriving for the eventful weekend.
Art Gallery Walk
What better way to kick everything off than to celebrate
both art and Edinboro? Participate in the Edinboro Art
Gallery Walk on Thursday, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Explore
various spots throughout town and on campus, including
Bruce Gallery and Goodell Gardens and Homestead.
Athletic Events
Venture to McComb Fieldhouse on Thursday at 6 p.m.
for the women’s volleyball matchup against Millersville
University. They’ll play again on Saturday at 6 p.m. against
West Chester University. Or, make your way to Sox Harrison
Stadium at 2 p.m. on Saturday to support the Fighting Scots
football team. The coronation of the homecoming king and
queen will take place during halftime at the football game.
Homecoming Festival
Check out the festival on the Doucette Hall lawn from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday and enjoy fellowship, vendors and
a free lunch. Student artwork will be on display and on sale at
that time.
Homecoming Parade
The annual homecoming parade is a ‘Boro staple during
HOCO weekend. Line up before 11 a.m. on Saturday and
along Meadville Street for the best view of parade floats,
performances and partakers. This year’s homecoming theme
is sure to bring out creativity in everyone and should make for
some festive floats.
Edinboro Community Party
The third annual community party will be happening in
downtown Edinboro from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday. While
you’re there, you can enjoy games, vendors, music and food
while you catch up with old and new friends.
Be sure to check out homecoming.edinboro.edu for a
complete homecoming itinerary. Stay safe and have fun!
Madi Gross | @edinboronow

Texas woman sentenced to 10 years in prison for voting on probation
By Jamie Heinrich
and Abby Martinson
Photo Editor | Staff Writer

Crystal Mason, a resident of Texas,
has been sentenced to five years in
prison after voting. During the 2016
elections, a teenage poll worker was
unable to locate Mason’s name in the
voter registration records, which ended
in the poll worker giving Mason a
provisional ballot. After investigation,
Mason’s vote was thrown out.
During the same time, Mason was on
supervised release after serving three
years in prison for tax fraud. Mason
insisted she was unaware that her
voting rights were taken away until her
sentence was entirely over.
However, the Tarrant County District
Attorney, Sharen Wilson, still pursued
charges after not believing Mason’s
claims on her voting situation. After
charges were processed, Mason was
sentenced to five years in prison, along
with 10 additional months for violating

the terms of her supervised release from
her tax fraud imprisonment.
Mason is currently seeking an appeal
and will be appearing in front of a panel
of three Texas Court of Appeal judges,
who will either approve or deny her
request for a new trial and chance at
escaping charges.
The entire case has many wondering
if the issue at hand was more than
voting technicalities. Why do these
voting laws exist?
One of Mason’s lawyers, Kim Cole,
said in a recently published article on
Atlanta Daily World that: “Crystal’s case
is an effort in voter suppression. This
has nothing to do with whether or not
she was eligible to vote.”
It is seemingly obvious that Mason
has a long battle ahead of her as she and
her lawyers try to get to the bottom of
the entire situation, in the pursuit of
figuring out if the convictions were fair
and legal.
Unfortunately, voter suppression is
entirely still alive and is still a major

issue. In fact, most voting suppression
cases happen in the states of Georgia,
Texas, Florida and North Dakota,
according to the Center For American
Progress.
According to the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU), the levels
of voter participation by AfricanAmerican, Hispanic and Asian voters all
increased from 2004 to 2008, reducing
the voter participation gap between
minority and white voters.
In 2004, the voter participation gap
between white and African-American
voters was 6.9%. In 2008, it was 0.9%.
With new voter suppression laws in
effect, an estimated 5 million eligible
voters could have been kept from
registering and/or casting a ballot in
2012.
Read the rest of the article on
Edinboronow.com.
Jamie Heinrich | @edinboronow
Abby Martinson | @edinboronow
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