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Have a biz idea? See the Student Start-Up Hub
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Edinboro University
unveiled its Student StartUp Hub on Tuesday, an
entrepreneurial resource set to
be connected to the campus’
Center for Branding and
Strategic Communication
and the NWPA Innovation
Beehive Network.
It will be located on the
second floor of the BaronForness Library, to the right
after exiting the elevators (look
for the green-painted wall). It
offers office space for Edinboro
students looking to start their
own businesses, along with
computers, phone access, a
printer and more.
“Being a college student
is hard. Starting a business
is hard. Being a college
student who is trying to start
a business is really hard,”
said Edinboro’s Executive
Director for Entrepreneurial
Development Tony Peyronel.
Peyronel referenced the
Hub as Provost and Vice
President for Academic and

Student Affairs Dr. Michael
Hannan’s vision. The latter
was previously the founding
dean of the business school, as
well. According to Peyronel,
Hannan was instrumental in
securing funding and setting
plans in motion for the Hub’s
implementation.
“We are providing these
students with not only
the office space and the
resources at the Beehive,” said
Peyronel, “but also resources
at our partner institutions at
Mercyhurst, Gannon, Penn
State Behrend and the Blasco
Library.”
EU President Dr. Guiyou
Huang was also in attendance
at the opening, saying,
“Edinboro University has
a strong commitment to
supporting our students,
while simultaneously playing
a role in regional economic
development.”
The Hub’s first occupants
are Tyler Waltenbaugh
and Hunter Klobucar, two
Edinboro students who are
in the process of launching a

business called Fish Gods.
The idea to start the
company was accompanied
by the creation of a collapsible
bag, which serves as a tool for
lovers of the outdoors to pick
up, contain and recycle trash.
The overall goal of Fish Gods
is to push environmentally
friendly practices through
fishing enthusiasts. This will
include product, such as the
bag, and more in the future.
The pair were present at the
opening, first talking about
how they previously worked
out of a third bedroom in their
shared apartment. They’re
happy to move operations.
“To have a space like this,
and to have it done so quickly
... has been fantastic. We thank
everyone that has made it
possible to have us be the first
tenants of the Start-Up Hub,”
said Waltenbaugh.
Students interested in
using the space may contact
Peyronel at apeyronel@
edinboro.edu.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

On Tuesday, Edinboro unveiled the new Student Start-Up Hub. Tyler Waltenbaugh and Hunter Klobucar (top right) are the Hub’s first occupants.
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Faith and Immigration Panel: Pastor, Imam discuss
religious views on immigration in America in 2019
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Women’s Soccer pushes Slippery Rock to
the limit in PSAC Championship, Page 7.
Photo: Ben McCullough
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The Arts

The Rev. David Fulford and Sheikh Mazin
Alsahlani recently discussed their religions’
views on immigration, along with the current
state of immigration in America, in front of
students, faculty and community members.
The panel took place on Nov. 13 at 7 p.m.
in Pogue Student Center Room 143.
Fulford is an ordained deacon and priest
for the Episcopal Church, and completed his
ministry program at the University of the
South in 1995.
Dr. Baher Ghosheh, professor of
geosciences, moderated the discussion,
beginning with statistics about immigration
in America.
“Immigration has been a hot issue since
the 1980s, and for centuries we saw that
American immigrants came from Europe
and that continued until the 1960s. The 1965
Immigration and Naturalization Act changed
that,” he said, referencing a graph.
Ghosheh continued: “In 1965, a transition,
a shift in the source of immigrants shows

Art Student
Spotlight
The Spectator talks
with illustration major
Morgan Whitlow
about the campus art
community, branding
and more, Page 4.

that there are fewer immigrants coming
from Europe and many more coming from
Latin America and Asia. And from 1965
until the turn of the century, our largest
source of immigrants was Latin America.
At the turn of the century, we see a decline
in immigration from Latin America; in fact,
we have more Mexican-Americans leaving
America for Mexico, than coming from
Mexico to America, [and] we see that the
number of Asians coming to the United
States is increasing.”
According to Ghosheh, the largest number
of immigrants are coming from India and
China.
After this introduction, Fulford began
his statements with scripture from the book
of Leviticus, reading: “When a stranger
sojourns to you and your land, you shall not
do him wrong, you shall treat the stranger
that sojourners with you as a native among
you and you shall welcome as yourself, for

See Faith, A2
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Wrestling sweeps duals, Page 8.
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From A1
you are strangers in the land of Egypt, for I
am the lord your god.”
Fulford explained the idea behind this
scripture after his recitation: “The idea
of being a stranger in this land is kind of
difficult for some of us to understand …
We all have a history from somewhere. Now
some people want to claim that this is our
country, but we are all immigrants. We have
all come from somewhere. As a Christian,
when I meet someone, a stranger, my faith
informs me that I should greet that person,
not as necessarily someone who is different
in a bad way, but as someone who is the same
as myself.”
He went on to read another passage from
the Bible: “For I was hungry and he gave me
food. I was thirsty and he gave me drink. I
was a stranger and he gave me refuge,” which
comes from Matthew 25:35.
“As Christians, we should see the face of
Christ in the face of others. We should extend
hospitality. We offer our home, food, drink,
anything that we can to those who need it.
That is a part of our culture, of our Christian,
Jewish and I would say, Islamic traditions that
we don’t turn people away,” Fulford said as he
concluded his statements.
Up next was Sheikh Mazin Alsahlani,
who leads the Shia affiliated Almakarim
Islamic Foundation in Erie. Alsahlani
studied theology in the Iraq city of Najaf

Section A n Page 2

and received a degree in theology from the
Islamic University in London. He set up the
Foundation in Erie in 2002.
“I think all the faiths share a common
aspect of hospitality and welcoming when it
comes to immigrants,” he said.
He followed this by reciting a verse from
the Islamic holy book, the Qur’an, which
reads: “I created you male and female, and
I put you in tribes to honor one another,
but the one that I will honor on the Day of
Judgment is the one who is most riotous —
more devout.”
In explanation, Alsahlani added, “God
doesn’t say that he puts one person over the
other, he says that he honors and rewards
those who are of faith … and those of faith
are those who respect others, take care of
others and never thinks to commit a crime or
hurt others.”
He continued, saying that Muslims in
America should aspire to live by the Prophet
Muhammed’s teaching that, “He is not a
believer whose stomach is filled while the
neighbor to his side goes hungry.”
At the conclusion of Alsahlani and
Fulford’s statements, the audience was
encouraged to ask questions of both religious
leaders.
A representative of the Jewish faith Jeff
Pinski, was also scheduled to speak on
the Jewish perspective regarding faith and
immigration, however he was unable to
attend.
Shayma Musa | edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

Green New Deal lecture
Students, professors discuss the importance
of legislation addressing climate change
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Dr. Jingze Jiang led a breakout session at the Green New Deal event that
took place Nov. 18. Read the full story online.

EU alumnus Larry Johnson reflects on Penn State to report on frats
By Rachel Snyder
what his EU education means to him
The Philadelphia Inquirer

By Paul Petrianni
Assistant Sports Editor

When the time came for Larry Johnson
to decide where he would like to continue
his education, he had it narrowed down
to three different schools: Miami of Ohio,
Mount Union and Edinboro University,
the last of which he was offered a football
scholarship to attend.
“I chose Edinboro because they were
going to give me the most money,” said
Johnson, jokingly.
It ended up being about more than just
money, though, and his accomplishments
would agree with that sentiment.
Johnson was born and raised in
Ashtabula, Ohio, about a 50-minute drive
from the university. He began school
in 1976, studying accounting. After
four years, he graduated in 1980 with a
Bachelor of Science in accounting and a
minor in economics.
While enrolled at Edinboro, Johnson
was affiliated with a number of different
clubs and organizations. He was a part of
student government, helping their budget
committee, while also spending time
with the business and accounting club.
And as mentioned, Johnson also played
wide receiver for the football team under
head coaches Bill McDonald and Dennis
Creehan.
Johnson believes he learned a great
deal about life from being a part of EU

football. He believes the discipline and
dedication it takes to be a good player
carried over into his professional career.
He also believes being involved in sports
helped teach him about teamwork and
sacrificing for the greater good.
“I was even on a co-ed softball
team, and believe it or not, we won the
championship one year,” said Johnson,
proudly.
“It was just a great atmosphere at
Edinboro. I could go on and on about my
experiences,” he said. “My wife wouldn’t
like me saying this, but they were four of
the best years of my life. [There were] no
responsibilities, other than the normal
college responsibilities: studying and
going to all of my classes.”
Johnson went on to have a very
successful and accomplished career in
accounting, where he now runs his own
firm, along with three other partners.
He credits his experiences at Edinboro
for getting him ready to enter the
workforce. He acknowledged the impact
two professors had on his success in
accounting, one of which is still working
at the university: Gerald Carnes.
“Carnes had a lot of real life experiences
that he passed down to his students,”
Johnson said. “That helped me really pay
attention to his lectures, because he truly
knew what he was doing; we knew he had
real world success.”
Johnson then explained how Paul

Lisowski, another professor during his
time at Edinboro, prepared his students.
“He would take us to visit professional
firms, on trips to accounting expos, and
sort of let us intern for him in a way,” he
explained. Johnson thanked Edinboro
professors for truly caring about their
students and taking extra time to make
sure students firmly grasped major
concepts.
“All my friends that attended Edinboro
have been able to turn their majors into
promising careers. I believe that is a very
strong testament to the education you
receive,” he proclaimed.
Jon Pulice, director of development
at Edinboro University, spoke about
Johnson. “Larry’s strong sense of
loyalty, engagement and philanthropy
to Edinboro University makes him the
epitome of an alumnus.”
Johnson is currently one of three
partners in a certified public accounting
firm, Snodgrass of Northeast Ohio. They
currently have 20 employees and have two
different offices. He is entering his 40th
year as a professional accountant.
“To sum it up,” Johnson began,
“Edinboro did for me exactly what I
went there to get. I received an awesome
education all while maintaining a great
social life.”
Paul Petrianni | @edinboronow

Borough Council talks 2020 Census, budget resolution
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Borough of Edinboro council members discussed the 2020
census, the local volunteer fire department and playground
equipment in a Nov. 11 meeting that kicked off at 6:30 p.m. at
the Edinboro Town Hall.
Beforehand, council also talked the 2020 budget, in which
there are no proposed increases in taxes or utility fees,
according to Finance Director Jason Spangenberg.
The minutes for the Sept. 9 meeting were then approved,
before public participation took place. A local resident
expressed the desire for a street sweeper to be used again for
collecting leaves.
In response, council stated that there are potential limits
to this in regard to expense, the lack of a proper vehicle and
manpower, yet it is something that will be looked into.
Bills paid on Oct. 28 and Nov. 11 of $87,823 and $72,909
were approved, based on a motion from Finance Committee
Chair Mary Ann Horne.
Payroll expenses paid on Oct. 25, totaling $74,663, and on
Nov. 8, totaling $74,230, were also approved.
Horne also motioned for additional funding of the Edinboro
Volunteer Fire Department, “for additional EMS (Emergency
Medical Services) work,” which was approved.
For the solicitor’s report, a drafted ordinance covering a nosmoking policy at certain park spaces was discussed.
The 2020 Census, which will be primarily online, was
another topic, and Mark Eisert, who will replace council
member Nathan Latimer once he leaves in December, shared
that Pennsylvania residents can complete it at the hall.
Help and technology will be provided accordingly, and you
should attempt to complete before April 1, which is when doorto-door outreach will start.
Edinboro Town Hall itself is also being worked on, with

the front and back entrances being resurfaced and renovated.
Heating system updates are also in the works.
A grant mentioned would go toward playground equipment
for Robert Thompson Park, in which costs would be $4,000, if
approved.
They also discussed how a significant amount of silt has been
drained from Edinboro Lake.
The budget resolution for 2020, which has been around two
months in the making, was discussed and approved. Once
again, it was decided that there will be no tax increase.
The council also approved the purchase of a command
vehicle for emergency management, which is in good condition
and has less than 25,000 miles on it.
For code enforcement, planning and zoning, the request to
combine 116 and 118 Hickory Street was approved.
The next scheduled meeting will take place on Monday, Dec.
9 at 6:30 p.m., with additional meetings on Nov. 25 and Dec. 23
if needed.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow
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The recent Borough Council meeting took place on
Monday, Nov. 11 at 6 p.m.

STATE COLLEGE,
Pa. — Pennsylvania State
University said it will soon
release the first national
score card on fraternities
and sororities, highlighting
the good, such as public
service hours and the bad,
such as hazing and sexual
misconduct violations.
But many schools will be
absent from the list.
The university has
reached out to nearly 400
colleges and universities,
and 55 have provided data
although three asked not to
be identified in the score
card, said Steve Veldkamp,
special assistant to the
vice president for student
affairs and director of
the Piazza Center, which
is overseeing the effort.
The center was started in
honor of Tim Piazza, the
sophomore fraternity pledge
who died in 2017 following
an alcohol-saturated party
where hazing occurred.
“We had a lot of folks
that were interested in
participating but not
many that wanted to share
the data,” Veldkamp told
members of Penn State’s
board of trustees this week.
“We’ve had to continue to
push this important topic
... at campuses across the
country.”
The score card will
include data on GPAs of
members, size of chapters
and philanthropic hours
served, but also violations
such as hazing, sexual
misconduct and alcohol
consumption, he said.
“The scorecard gives
institutions the information
they need to benchmark
their local chapters against
the national landscape as
well as have meaningful and
constructive dialogues with
national organizations,” the
Piazza Center says on its
website.
Other local colleges
that are participating
include: Lehigh University
in Bethlehem, Stockton
University in New Jersey,
The College of New Jersey,
the University of Delaware
and Susquehanna University
in Selinsgrove. Only one Ivy
League university, Cornell,
is involved. Among other
schools are Ball State, Duke,
Ohio University, Oregon
State, Purdue, Texas A&M
and the University of
Pittsburgh.
Penn State president Eric
Barron said he believes more
colleges will participate after

they see the format. The
center plans to release the
score card annually.
“Who knows,” he said,
“maybe there will be a
rumor out there that if
you’re not providing your
data, you must be really
bad.”
Over 50 schools, Barron
said, is a good start.
The national score card is
one of many new initiatives
the university has launched
in the aftermath of Piazza’s
death. The center, officially
called the Timothy J. Piazza
Center for Fraternity and
Sorority Research and
Reform, is another, which
was started in January.
Penn State officials earlier
this fall said they were
seeing promising signs that
some of the steps taken,
including more intense
monitoring of fraternity
and sorority parties, were
yielding positive results.
Alcohol-related emergencyroom visits by students fell
from 691 in spring 2018
to 570 last spring, said
Damon Sims, vice president
of student affairs. Crime
occurring at fraternities
fell by nearly a third during
the same period, he said,
and noise violations and
alcohol crimes in fraternity
neighborhoods were down.
But around the country,
deaths linked to fraternities
continue to occur, including
several this month, at
Washington State, Arizona
State and San Diego
University.
Last month, Penn State
placed the Chi Phi fraternity
on interim suspension
after a 17-year-old male
visiting from Erie died at an
off-campus house allegedly
occupied by fraternity
members. The teen was
found unresponsive at
the house, which was
not the official fraternity
residence, the university
said. University officials said
Friday there was no update.
Veldkamp and Barron
said schools declining to
participate in the report card
had a variety of reasons.
Some were undergoing
leadership transition. Some
didn’t feel they had the
authority to release the data.
Others were concerned
their institution would be
embarrassed.
Over time, Veldkamp said
he expects the report card
to become a go-to resource
for parents looking at the
organizations their son or
daughter want to join.
“It’s going to be a game
changer,” he said.
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ROTC seniors receive their military assignments
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(Left to right): Sarah Omstead, adjutant general; Emily Miller, Nurse Corps; Zachary Hackett, ordinance; Brian Reaugh, adjutant
general; Jeffrey Werner, quarter master; Halle Lienhart, engineer; Noah Hunter, aviation; and Chad Rogers, aviation.

Benefit concert to be held for fallen officer Trump, Israeli settlements
By Lucas Hershelman
Contributing Writer

A benefit concert is being held for the

Cappelletty made the ultimate sacrifice.
This is good for his family and good for
Edinboro University.”

don’t violate international law
By Tomi Wilkinson

Manning has performed with the

Los Angeles Times

fallen police officer and alumnus Ryan

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, was

Cappelletty, at Molly Brannigan’s in Erie

auditioned by renowned conductor

WASHINGTON — Reversing decades
of carefully worded U.S. policy, the Trump
administration on Monday said that, in its view,
Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank do
not violate international law.
The move could clear the way for Israel’s
annexation of settlements on the disputed land
and runs counter to most of the international
community, which has declared that under the
Geneva Convention, Jewish settlements built on
land seized by Israel during the 1967 Middle East
War are illegal. The convention bars an occupying
power from transferring parts of its own civilian
population to occupied territory.
President Donald Trump’s new position
also further undermined Palestinians’ bid
for statehood and greatly reduced chances of
renewing peace talks, Mideast experts said.
For many years U.S. policy has been
intentionally vague on the sensitive issue of
settlements’ legal status. The clearest statement
came under President Jimmy Carter in a 1978
State Department legal opinion, which found
settlements to be “inconsistent with international
law.”
President Ronald Reagan said in an
interview that he disagreed with that view, but
his administration held to a policy in favor of
freezing settlements.
Since then, presidents and administrations
from both political parties have largely avoided
any formal legal opinions about the settlements,
instead calling them “unhelpful,” “provocative”
or a hindrance to peace. Additionally, Trump’s
predecessors had pressed Israel to varying
degrees to stop building settlements on land that
Palestinians hope to one day make part of their
state.
Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo said
Monday that the Trump administration disagreed
with the 1978 State Department legal opinion.
“The establishment of Israeli civilian
settlements in the West Bank is not, per se,
inconsistent with international law,” Pompeo said.
It was unclear exactly what actions the
administration was taking and whether it was
formally rescinding the 1978 opinion. Pompeo
said the new U.S. position was intended to jumpstart peace talks.
“Calling the establishment of civilian
settlements inconsistent with international law
hasn’t worked. It hasn’t advanced the cause of
peace,” Pompeo told reporters in a hurriedly
called news conference.
The announcement drew immediate criticism
from Palestinians and Israeli organizations that
advocate for a peaceful, two-state solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, a Palestinian state
alongside Israel.
“This is not at all constructive for a legitimate
peaceful solution,” said David Halperin, executive
director of the Israel Policy Forum, a pro-Israel
U.S. organization that advocates for a two-state
solution.
“It will continue to breathe life into the
Israeli right” and give a green light to eventual
annexation of the West Bank, depriving the

Ryan Cappelletty Scholarship, named for

on Saturday, Nov. 23.
From 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., The Donnie
Irish Band is set to perform at the benefit.
All proceeds from this event will benefit
the scholarship, which is for Edinboro
University students. Cappelletty, who
attended McDowell High School and
Edinboro University, was shot and killed
in 2003 while on duty in Chesterfield
County, Virginia.
Allegheny County Sheriff Department
Detective Sergeant Ricky Manning is the
face of The Donnie Irish Band. Manning
is commonly known as “Pittsburgh’s
Singing Detective.” Manning has helped

Marvin Hamlisch, and played solo
performances the past two years in
Edinboro University’s Cole Auditorium.
The band’s focus is on traditional Irish
music and classic rock covers. Molly
Brannigan’s was founded by John
Melody and his business partner Russell
Stachewicz. Melody is an immigrant from
Ireland. Molly Brannigan’s stylings are
reminiscent of historic Irish pubs.
Entrance to the benefit is free, however,
donations to the Ryan Cappelletty
Scholarship are highly encouraged. The
pub is located in downtown Erie and
can be accessed through the Bayfront
Connector. Questions and comments

bring awareness and raise money for the

regarding the benefit can be directed

Cappelletty Scholarship over the last

toward Anthony Peyronel, at apeyronel@

couple years.

edinboro.edu.

“We are happy to make the trip up
I-79 for this cause,” Manning said. “Ryan

Lucas Hershelmen | @edinboronow

Palestinians of an independent homeland once
and for all, he said in a telephone interview.
Israel’s settlement construction has skyrocketed
over the last few decades, and the settlements now
house more than 400,000 Israelis. Palestinians say
the scattered Jewish communities already make it
difficult to create a single, contiguous Palestinian
state. In past peace talks, Palestinians have
demanded that Israeli settlement construction be
halted and existing settlements be removed.
“Israeli settlements steal Palestinian land, seize
and exploit Palestinian natural resources, and
divide, displace and restrict the movement of the
people of Palestine,” said Saeb Erekat, a veteran
Palestinian official. “In sum, Israel’s colonialsettlement enterprise perpetuates the negation of
the Palestinian right to self-determination.”
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
welcomed the U.S. announcement. He is in a fight
for his political life, having failed to win enough
support in two national elections this year to form
a government and facing possible indictment on
corruption and bribery charges. During the final
campaign days of the last election, Netanyahu
vowed to formally annex some parts of the West
Bank.
“This policy reflects an historical truth, that
the Jewish people are not foreign colonialists in
Judea and Samaria,” he said, using a Jewish phrase
for the West Bank. “In fact, we are called Jews
because we are the people of Judea.”
Trump’s action could throw a lifeline to
Netanyahu. His chief rival, Benny Gantz, has until
Wednesday to form a new centrist government.
If he fails, Israel might face its third election this
year, giving Netanyahu another chance to keep
his post.
The announcement Monday is the latest step in
which the Trump administration has sided with
Israel against Palestinian and Arab claims. Trump
also moved the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem and recognized Israeli sovereignty over
the Golan Heights, captured from Syria in 1967.
Such moves proved popular with Trump’s base,
particularly evangelical Christians. But because he
did not negotiate any concessions from Israel in
return, critics say the U.S. has squandered much
of the leverage it had to advocate for a peace deal.
Palestinians have refused to participate in peace
talks under Trump, viewing his administration as
one-sided.
Trump and his son-in-law, Jared Kushner,
whom the president appointed to lead IsraeliPalestinian negotiations, have long promised to
unveil a new U.S.-crafted peace plan, but to date
the proposal has not materialized.
The Trump administration said it believes legal
questions about settlements should be addressed
by Israeli courts, but Palestinians say it is
unrealistic to expect Israeli courts to fairly decide
such an issue.
Pompeo said the administration’s review was
prompted in part by President Barack Obama’s
decision at the end of his term to refrain from
vetoing a United Nations Security Council
Resolution that labeled Israel’s settlement activity
a “flagrant violation” of international law that
has “no legal validity.” The U.S., under Obama,
abstained from the vote on that resolution.
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Exploration in illustration
EU junior shares experience, her branding
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

Morgan Whitlow, an illustration major and
print minor, was covered in a light dusting of
clay and wearing her own hand-crafted earrings
when she met with The Spectator in the
ceramics studio below Loveland Hall. Her first
memory of creating art is illustrating a story in
kindergarten.
“I remember creating this little scene with
all these ladies in fancy dresses,” she said. “I
don’t remember what the story was about, but
I remember thinking my picture was pretty
good.”
Whitlow was born to a portrait-artist
mother and grew up in Bradford, Pennsylvania.
However, even as the art in her hometown
thrived, she remained unsure.
“I really wasn’t sure of what my path was
going to be, even when I got to Edinboro. I
really liked art when I was a kid but didn’t see
it as a career path. I was always doodling and
drawing things for people. I took art classes, but
I wasn’t extremely serious about it.”
This attitude towards art changed in her
senior year of high school when EU alumna
Janelle Turk, a friend from outside of school,
came to teach art at Whitlow’s school.
“I took an AP art class with a new art teacher.
We’d had a previous relationship, so I did an
independent study with her. Throughout that
course I did a lot of work, more than I had ever
done before,” she said.
“I was held to a set schedule and did
everything on my own. She didn’t necessarily
check in on me all the time, so I was responsible
to keep myself on track. During that year
she talked to me about her experiences at
Edinboro.”
Turk convinced Whitlow to get her footing
at EU and try out the art department before
making any decisions about her career path.
Whitlow did just that. Experiences that
influenced her were “any painting class,” along
with Michelle Vitali’s illustration course.
Regarding the latter, Whitlow said: “If you’re in
any art major, it can be really helpful to sharpen
your skills and be able to create a story visually.
It is also a good way to develop certain skills
like working with ink and watercolor.”
Though she still hasn’t quite settled on her
career goals, she now knows that her future is
as an artist. “I say I am an illustration major
because it allows me to be the most multidisciplinary that I can be,” said Whitlow. “It
allows for a little bit of exploration because I
want to work in multiple media.”
She plans to attend grad school and is hoping
to land an artist residency or an internship after
graduation. Whitlow also hopes to add drawing
as a dual major or minor because she plans to
take the advanced drawing classes.
In addition, she engages in the campus art
community as much as possible. A member
of Painting and Drawing Club, along with
Illustration Club, she believes “it’s really
important to create a community of artists
to be around” and considers joining groups
like this is an easy way to do that. Whitlow
also mentioned the value of club trips where
they can see art, which can be really hard for
students to do on their own, especially if they
don’t have vehicles.
She also surrounds herself with artists when
she’s not on campus, saying, “I live in a house
full of artists that are graphic designers and fine
arts majors.”
According to Whitlow, embedding herself

in the art community is “pretty great.” She
continued: “We talk a lot about studio critiques
amongst my friends, and I think that’s
something that really helps an artist when
they’re first starting out. This is one of the only
times you’re going to be surrounded by your
peers and talk about their work and have your
own work seen.”
She further emphasized the value of studio
critiques for budding artists. “That’s what’s
most important — seeing people who are
doing the same thing as you, [and] seeing their
in-progress work and their thought process. It’s
hard to artificially create a community like that
separate from the university, so it is really nice
to be able to do that and be held to a certain
standard during those critiques.”
Whitlow also dates an artist, one actually
featured earlier this semester: Levi Colton.
“It’s extremely helpful to have someone
that you’re intimate with that can also talk to
you about your work,” she said. “Him taking
my work seriously really bolsters my selfconfidence. Sometimes it’s really hard to find
someone who will be honest with you about
your work, so it is really comforting.”
Standards are important to Whitlow, and
she holds herself to a high one. “I’m the type of
person that really can’t put things on the back
burner,” she said. “I do have kind of a ‘Type
A’ personality. I don’t like that about myself; it
can be really difficult because I can never quite
catch up in my mind.”
An example of Whitlow’s inability to shirk
her responsibilities is the fact that she spends
copious hours every week in the ceramics
studio for her curriculum-required class, even
though it’s not her focus of study.
The junior values the art curriculum
requirement, as it allows her to experiment
with many mediums. “A big part of your artistic
journey is figuring out what you don’t want to
do,” she said.
“I’ve heard so many people who major in a
certain degree or concentration that completely
switch when they go to grad school. I think it’s
really important to find other loves that you
might have, and I think it can advance your
work a lot to see how your concept can take a
different form.”
Nominated for The Spectator’s spotlight by
several notable art students, Whitlow says the
key to her success is that she is mindful of her
mental and physical health.
“The biggest thing that people tend to
overlook is their personal health,” she said.
“A lot of art students don’t sleep well, or eat
right, or work out, and it turns into a horrible,
beautiful mess at the end of the semester. I,
personally, have to get enough sleep.”
Therefore, the importance of self-care,
according to her, is immeasurable. “You need
to give yourself a break. When you’re working
constantly, you’re not going to get the results
you want.”
According to Whitlow, hard work always
beats talent. “I don’t really believe in raw talent.”
She continued: “I believe in genius, but
beyond that I don’t believe in raw talent. I think
some people are more predisposed to explore
certain concepts, but overall the people that
succeed are the ones that do it the longest and
do it the most. The only thing that can make
you a better artist is to make more art.”
Whitlow has also been able to achieve
something many others struggle with at the
undergraduate level: branding. When told that
other students had expressed envy at her ability
to self-brand and present her work cohesively

A closer look at Whitlow’s magazine, titled ‘Ode to Oatmeal.’

Photos: Zeila Hobson

Morgan Whitlow, this week’s Artist Spotlight, poses with her magazine.

One of Whitlow’s digital drawings (left) and a piece called ‘Home Run.’
online, Whitlow giggled before responding. “It’s
very strange to hear that! I think every artist
that hears that kind of gets impostor syndrome.
I don’t feel like I have a style, so it’s strange,
but at the same time I understand it. With
other artists, it’s very easy for me to tell, ‘Oh,
that’s so-and-sos work,’ even if it is completely
representational work, like a figure drawing.”
She continued: “People like to say ‘style,’ and
I think that’s more accurate for illustrators, but
something like recognizable mark-making is
organic. It’s how your body reacts to creating
art. As you draw more and more, it becomes
easier to see your hand in the drawing, but it
is extremely difficult to see that in your own
work.”
Regarding how she achieved branding,
Whitlow added: “The subject matter is an
intentional self-brand. I also think a lot about
social media and how to represent myself
there.”
Social media is something she’s had some
trouble with, though. “I don’t like it. I do it
because I need to for my profession. Coming
from that stance, it can be difficult to give
advice about it. I guess what I would say is

take quality pictures of your finished work.
Sometimes you need to stage things and have
good lighting. Another thing that can help is to
create a color palette; I’ve been trying to make a
‘brand palette,’ but that is easier said than done.”
Her further advice to students struggling
to self-brand is to be willing to post without
feeling the pressure of social media algorithms.
“I don’t think you should be focusing on the
algorithm at all as a young artist because it’s
not going to be fruitful. I think that people are
caught up in catching their ‘break,’ when they
should be worrying about the quality of their
work.”
According to Whitlow, budding artists
also shouldn’t be afraid to post in-progress
photos, as it gives insight into their process and
humanizes themselves to their audience.
Whitlow is currently taking illustration
commissions such as tattoos. She also handmakes earrings to sell and is talented with
embroidery commissions. To see more of
Whitlow’s work, or to place a commission
order, visit her Instagram: @morganlin.illo.
Zeila Hobson| @edinboronow
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Water crisis highlighted in Mauro’s ‘Flooded’
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

“We can all make a difference through our
individual choices.”
That’s one of the big messages behind
“Flooded: Drugs, Bugs, and our New Water
Crisis,” a book by Dr. Steven Mauro. Mauro
is a biology teacher at Gannon University,
along with serving as the vice president for
academic administration.
In his role as a water biologist, Mauro has
firsthand accounts of water quality across
the globe. And in his book, he outlines,
“The problems that are plaguing life’s most
essential resource,” complete with a comic
wit and a substantial amount of research on
all the latest findings.
The description for the book questions,
“What’s in your water? Prescription drugs,
antibiotic microbial ‘bugs,’ personal care
products, microplastics, and chemicals of
concern.”
According to the “Flooded” author, “Our
drinking, recreational, and sewage water
sources are flooded with emerging pollutants
and contaminants that pose imminent
human health and environmental risks.”
He noticed that the general public was
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You can buy Mauro’s book at
Amazon, in Kindle or paperback.

“not aware of some of these contaminants,
like plastics, and prescription pills, and
pathogenic bacteria, and viruses.”
“I thought it important to tell this story
in a way that is understandable to everyone,”
Mauro said. He wanted to write it in a way
that any reader could pick it up, all the while
maintaining the book’s scientific background.
In a Youtube video from Gannon
University’s gannontube, in promotion of
the book, he explained the local connection.
“I will tell you the book really uses Erie as
some of the hallmark features for how some
of these water pollutants are getting into the
lake waters and are polluting lakes, leading to
some health problems.”
Mauro aims to provide solutions to save
“our most precious resource” through
describing new frontiers in science and
technology that has the potential to
rehabilitate our natural environment.
Mauro took about two years to write, edit
and eventually publish the book, getting
helpful feedback and a graphic artist to
design an aesthetically pleasing cover. Mauro
even formed his own company to release
it because he was not working through a
traditional publisher.
When asked what advice he’d give to those
taking on a book, he said: “Take it a little
bit at a time. It is an overwhelming process
if you think about the whole process. But if
you focus on writing one chapter, and then
another, it becomes a more manageable
process.”
If you’re interested in molecular and
water biology, or just want to know what’s
in your water, Mauro’s book is available on
Amazon in a Kindle version for $5.99 and in
paperback for $9.99.
He received his bachelor’s degree in 1999
and furthered his education with a doctorate
in 2003 from the University at Buffalo.
He went on to participate in the Ruth
Kirchstein Postdoctoral Fellowship at
Cornell University between 2003-2005 where
he learned DNA techniques in the study of
disease.
Per his book description, Mauro has
been featured in National Geographic
News, Homeland Security Newswire and
the National Science Foundation. He has
brought in over $2 million in funding; a
good portion has come through water testing
services from large government agencies
like the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and the United
States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA).
Beau Bruneau | @edinboronow
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Emilia Clarke and Henry Golding star in ‘Last Christmas.’

Movie Review: ‘Last Christmas’
By Samantha
Mannion
Staff Writer

“Last Christmas,” which
came out on Nov. 8, tells
the story of Kate (Emilia
Clarke) and Tom (Henry
Golding) and is based on the
George Michael song of the
same name. Set in London
at Christmastime, it centers
around the progression
of the main couple’s
relationship and personal
problems, while leading up
to a twist ending.
The main couple, played
by Clarke and Golding,
have very good chemistry,
relying on a sweet and gentle
dynamic. It clicks right
away and they’re able to be
themselves.
The secondary couple,
played by Michelle Yeoh and
Peter Mygind, provide a nice
foil and succeed at being
comic relief. Kate’s mother
(Emma Thompson) steals
the show at times, handling

the role of “overbearing
mother” very well.
The film is scored by both
George Michael music and
various other Christmas
songs. At the end, an upbeat
version of the movie’s
namesake plays, capping it
perfectly. Those inclusions
are so good, in fact, that
you’d wish some cues would
last a little longer. At the
beginning of the film, a song
would start and end very
quickly. Give the audience
a chance to enjoy these
classics. By the end, the
movie corrects this issue,
allowing you to settle into
the scenes a bit more.
All in all, the writing of
“Last Christmas” was very
funny and lighthearted when
it needed to be, while the
drama contrasted enough
to still hit home. They also
managed to slip in social
problems such as Brexit
and England’s reaction to
Yugoslavian immigrants.
It also seemed like they

deliberately wrote in people
of color as leads in the film,
along with several interracial
relationships.
However, for a movie
called “Last Christmas,”
the holiday theme seemed
pretty nonessential. Also,
the film was written in such
a way that audiences could
be dissatisfied with how the
lead couple’s relationship
plays out. Also, it left room
for at least one pretty major
plot hole.
“Last Christmas” was
a cute, but ultimately
just decent film. Each
element, such as the acting,
soundtrack and shot
composition was good
enough as a whole that
it made up for anything
lacking in the writing. I
would still suggest it to any
hopeless romantic comedy
fan.
Samantha Mannion
@edinboronow

Bates Gallery exhibition features artistic works influenced by a journey abroad
By Ben McCullough
Social Media Coordinator

EU student Zofia Chrzanowska
shared art she made while studying
abroad on Paros Island in Greece for
this week’s show in Bates Gallery. In
her artist statement, Chrzanowska
said, “everything you see here, aside
from the ceramics, was made in
Greece, carried through ferries,
several airports, rolled tight on
international mail carriers, all to get
from one side of the world to the
other.”
The gallery was full of colored
pencil and pencil drawings; oil,
acrylic and gouache paintings;
ceramic pottery; and sketchbooks
Chrzanowska kept while traveling.
In one corner of the exhibit sat a
love seat next to a desk table; three
sketchbooks, some pottery, a zine,
and a handwritten collection of
“poems, personal manifestos, and a
murder ballad,” titled “honey, tombs,
and dreams,” sat on top of the
table. On the wall behind it, vibrant
portraits covered the wall.
Chrzanowska’s artist statement
noted, “I want to bring forth a poetic
and attentive representation of the
energy in landscapes, the people
I surround myself with, and the
seemingly insignificant thoughts I

might catch myself having.”
The sketchbooks were filled
with drawings, notes, shopping
lists, tickets and other souvenirs
and keepsakes. A note on the table
read: “I’ve kept a sketchbook/
journal every day since 10th grade.
When I started building this habit,
I intended it to be strictly personal
and hated people looking through
them. Over the years, though, I grew
more open to share my sketches,
personal banter, silly drawing of
friends ... with anyone who’d ask.”
On the other side of the room,
clothes pins held a large collection of
colored pencil and pencil drawings
on the wall — most of the drawings
were landscapes. Chrzanowska’s
artist statement explained that
“with nothing but a water bottle,
pencil and some paper shoved in my
bag, I’d walk out, pick a direction,
and go.” The act of “drawing the
landscape and taking notes in my
sketchbooks became a way to root
myself to the present, an investment
for the future when the memories
would inevitably start to fade.”
With only a few exhibits left this
semester, stop by Bates Gallery in
Loveland Hall to see next week’s
featured artist.
Ben McCullough | @edinboronow

Photos: Ben McCullough

‘Delos, Temple of Isis,’ made with acrylic on canvas, and ‘Cliffs,’ made with oil pastel.

‘Seajet’ depicting a boat on the water, and a self-portrait painting of the artist.
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Big Machine says that Swift was not truthful in her posts on Twitter.

No-Man returns with Big Machine accuses Taylor Swift of lying
about Scooter Braun blocking her music
‘Love You To Bits’
By Rhiannon Pushchak
Assistant Arts Editor

Once called the “most underrated band
of the last 25 years” by music publication
Drowned in Sound, and the “most important
English group since The Smiths” by Melody
Maker, dream-pop duo No-Man is back with
their first release since 2008 with the twotrack album, “Love You To Bits.”
The album has only two tracks, “Love You
to Bits (Bits 1-5)” and “Love You to Pieces
(Pieces 1-5).” The record clocks in at a little
under an hour long; both parts are divided
into sections that are about 20 minutes each.
Each part is about five or so minutes long
with a seamless transition into the next
piece. “Love You to Bits (Bits 1-5)” is full
of bright and bold dance/electronica/house
sounds, while “Love You to Pieces (Pieces
1-5)” has a much more sinister and menacing
sound to it, possibly to symbolize the ins and
outs of a relationship, whether it is meant to
be a romantic one or a sexual one.
No-Man, full name, “No-Man Is An
Island,” is the long-running collaboration
between British indie musician Tim Bowness
and four-time Grammy-nominated British
multi-instrumentalist and producer Steven
Wilson, of bands such as Porcupine Tree
and Blackfield. “Love You to Bits” is their
first release since their last full-length album
“Schoolyard Ghosts,” which came out 11
years ago. The duo are known in the indie
scene for their unique sound and ability to
morph and evolve with every release.
“Love You to Bits” is completely different
from their older records in that it is way
more electronica-based and makes use of a
lot of big bouncy beats than their previous
records.
One could argue that for being silent for
11 years, No-Man would have released more
material; to counter that argument one might
say that the length of the record would make
up for it.
Tim Bowness’ voice is absolutely gorgeous
on this record. It almost sounds as though he
is something of an angel coaxing someone to
join him in the skies. His voice is reminiscent
of Marc Almond of Soft Cell, Ian McCullogh

of Echo and the Bunnymen, or even Rufus
Wainwright in some places. If you’re looking
for a soothing voice to fall asleep to in the
best way possible, Tim Bowness’s is perfect
for that. His heavenly voice carries through
the whole record, most particularly in “Love
You to Bits (Bit 1).”
Steven Wilson’s synth and guitar work
on the album is otherworldly as well. His
intricate and complicated style of how he
gets his instruments to sound the way they
do is nothing short of incredible. The album
opens with a dancelike, bouncy beat with
synthesizers underneath it, before smashing
into a cosmic drum backbeat in the middle
of the first part. It might remind one of
Blaqk Audio or even Depeche Mode in
some places. To add to this, Wilson adds
his harmonies to the back of each track,
something he is quite famous for in the
underground music scene.
Steven Wilson is definitely the standout
contribution to this record. An often
overlooked musical genius of the past thirty
years or so, he has bent genres and twisted
expectations and all around dazzled his fans
while simultaneously confusing nay-sayers
with his talent.
Even during his time with Porcupine
Tree as well as with his current solo work,
Wilson has been applauded by many of his
colleagues in the progressive rock circuit by
such people as Ian Anderson of Jethro Tull
(whom he has remastered almost all of the
discography for) and Mikael Akerfeldt of
Opeth have praised him for his work.
No-Man is a group that needs to be taken
seriously, as their big break is long overdue.
In their nearly thirty-year long career, “Love
You to Bits” just might be the album that
gets them there. The entire record exhibits
a feeling of euphoria and sexuality without
coming right out and saying so. As with
the rest of No-Man’s discography, there is
so much feeling behind every track, and
while it does harken back to other new
wave, electronica, or even shoegaze at times,
No-Man has a sound all their own. It’s about
time they came out of the underground.
Rhiannon Pushchak | @edinboronow

Eilish scores 6 Grammy noms
By Dorany Pineda
Los Angeles Times/TNS

A neon green wave has
officially washed over the
Recording Academy.
Breakout star Billie Eilish,
who has adopted the electric
shade in many aspects of
her look, made Grammy
Awards history Wednesday
as the youngest artist to earn
nominations in all four of the
academy’s top four categories.
At 17, the L.A.-raised “Bad
Guy” singer was nominated
for six Grammy Awards,
notably in the best new artist,
record, album and song of
the year fields. The singer will
also go head-to-head with
R&B and rap star Lizzo in
those four major categories.
Lizzo leads the pack this
year, with eight nominations.
Meanwhile, Eilish’s brother
and collaborator, Finneas
O’Connell, was among this
year’s top nominees with five
nods of his own.
Eilish, the fast-rising, antipop poster child, was also
recognized in two pop music
categories, including pop solo
performance (“Bad Guy”)
and pop vocal album (“When
We All Fall Asleep, Where Do
We Go?”).
But the impressive feat
for Eilish wasn’t just the
achievement at her age, but
her ability to infiltrate the
four major categories in the
same year. Some artists have
come close, and definitely

have earned Grammys at
younger ages, but not been
so prominently recognized
in the general fields
simultaneously.
To compare, Latin star
Luis Miguel won his first
Grammy Award at the age of
14 for his duet “Me Gustas
Tal Como Eres.” That was
in the Mexican American
performance category. Years
later, in 1997, country-music
darling LeAnn Rimes was the
same age when she won the
best new artist Grammy in
1997.
In 2010, Taylor Swift, at 20,
became the youngest person
to win the album of the year
Grammy for 2008’s “Fearless,”
besting works from Beyonce
and Lady Gaga. Swift was
nominated in eight categories
that year, but fell short of the
win in both the record and
song of the year fields. She
was not nominated in the
new artist category then.
In 2014, New Zealand-bred
singer Lorde made history at
17 when “Royals” earned the
song of the year Grammy. She
became the youngest winner
in that category’s history.
With Eilish’s birthday
coming up in mid December,
she’ll be 18 when the
Grammys are doled out on
Jan. 26, 2020. But, come
showtime, she’ll still make
history if she’s regaled in the
new artist, record, album and
song of the year categories.

By Christi Carras
Los Angeles Times/TNS

Big Machine Label Group
is fighting back against Taylor
Swift’s accusations that the
label, which manager Scooter
Braun purchased along with
Swift’s back catalog earlier this
year, has blocked the pop star
from using and performing her
own songs.
On Thursday, Swift posted
a lengthy message on social
media alleging that the
company barred her from
singing any of her older tracks
at the upcoming American
Music Awards, where she’ll be
crowned “artist of the decade.”
She also claimed the
label prevented her from
including her earlier tunes
or performance footage in
her forthcoming Netflix
documentary.
“As Taylor Swift’s partner
for over a decade, we were
shocked to see her tumblr
statements yesterday based on
false information,” Big Machine
said in a statement posted to its
website.
“At no point did we say
Taylor could not perform on
the AMAs or block her Netflix
special. In fact, we do not have
the right to keep her from
performing live anywhere,” the
statement added. “Since Taylor’s
decision to leave Big Machine
last fall, we have continued
to honor all of her requests
to license her catalog to third
parties as she promotes her
current record in which we do
not financially participate.”
The feud between Swift and
Big Machine dates back to June,
when Braun acquired Scott
Borchetta’s company, along with
Swift’s first six studio albums,
which include many of her
biggest hits. On Thursday, the

conflict raged again when the
“Lover” singer doubled down
on her disgust for Borchetta
and his partner Braun, calling
the moguls “tyrannical” and
unleashing a slew of allegations
against them.
“I’ve been planning to
perform a medley of my hits
throughout the decade on the
show,” Swift, 29, wrote, referring
to her upcoming appearance on
the AMAs. “Scott Borchetta and
Scooter Braun have now said
that I’m not allowed to perform
my old songs on television
because they claim that would
be re-recording my music
before I’m allowed to next year.”
“Scott Borchetta told my
team that they’ll allow me
to use my music only if I do
these things: If I agree not to
re-record copycat versions of
my songs next year (which
is something I’m both legally
allowed to do and looking
forward to) and also told my
team that I need to stop talking
about him and Scooter Braun,”
her statement continued.
In its response, Big
Machine countered that Swift
ambushed its team by pitting
an army of millions of Swifties
(#IStandWithTaylor has been
trending on Twitter since
Thursday) against them with
her widely circulated complaint.
“The truth is, Taylor has
admitted to contractually
owing millions of dollars and
multiple assets to our company,
which is responsible for 120
hardworking employees who
helped build her career,” Big
Machine said. “We have worked
diligently to have a conversation
about these matters with Taylor
and her team to productively
move forward. We started to
see progress over the past two
weeks and were optimistic as
recently as yesterday that this

may get resolved.
“However, despite our
persistent efforts to find
a private and mutually
satisfactory solution, Taylor
made a unilateral decision
last night to enlist her fanbase
in a calculated manner that
greatly affects the safety of our
employees and their families,”
the statement said.
Swift also accused Braun
and Borchetta of perpetuating
sexism in the industry by
threatening and warning her to
“be a good little girl and shut
up. Or you’ll be punished.”
“This is WRONG,” she
wrote. “Neither of these men
had a hand in the writing of
those songs. They did nothing
to create the relationship I have
with my fans. So this is where
I’m asking for your help. Please
let Scott Borchetta and Scooter
Braun know how you feel about
this.”
Big Machine wholly denied
the star’s claims, accusing her
of lying and rejecting its team’s
offers to work with her in order
to remedy the situation.
“Taylor, the narrative you
have created does not exist,”
the label said. “All we ask is
to have a direct and honest
conversation. When that
happens, you will see there is
nothing but respect, kindness
and support waiting for you on
the other side. To date, not one
of the invitations to speak with
us and work through this has
been accepted.
“Rumors fester in the
absence of communication.
Let’s not have that continue
here. We share the collective
goal of giving your fans the
entertainment they both want
and deserve.”
A rep for Swift did not
immediately respond to The
Times’ request for comment.

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Section A n Page 7

Soccer falls to SRU in PSAC Championships Wrestling tops Ohio
By Ben McCullough
Social Media Coordinator

The Edinboro women’s
soccer team fell to Slippery
Rock, 2-1, in the PSAC
Championship game Sunday
afternoon at MilhalikThompson Stadium.
The Fighting Scots led
Slippery Rock, 16-11, in
overall shots, however The
Rock had the key advantage in
shots on goal at 9-6.
Slippery Rock’s offense
controlled possession early
in the game. Other than one
shot by ‘Boro captain Danielle
Chatten after four minutes of
play, the Scots were not getting
chances on net. The Rock,
meanwhile, would strike first,
scoring at the 22:25 mark.
Edinboro’s offense
responded, pressing hard for
the rest of the first half and
taking six shots. Defensively,
they allowed only one
Slippery Rock shot in that
same time.
“We knew that as long
as we could get out of there
1-0 in the first half, we’d
have a chance in the second
half,” said Head Coach Gary
Kagiavas. “I thought we gave
ourselves a real opportunity in
the second half.”
But Edinboro would start
slow once again, not getting a
scoring chance until roughly
20 minutes into the second
half. Even then, it was a
missed shot by Mary Sinan.
At 71:59, the Fighting Scots
finally broke through, Chatten
scoring a goal on a low
shot past the goalie. The tie
wouldn’t last long, though, as
three minutes later the Rock
scored again, taking the lead
again, 2-1. ‘Boro would get
another good chance at 78:11,
but Sidney Dobbins’ penalty
kick was stopped.

The Scots only registered
two more shots before the
game ended at 2-1. A few
fouls in the last 10 minutes of
the game gave possession over
to Slippery Rock with time
running out. The Rock then
controlled the ball for about
the last four minutes.
“Even though we lost, we
really won. Our team won. We
are such an incredible bunch
of kids. Man … we had this
opportunity, and I mean, it’s
great if we would have won it,
but it doesn’t matter. We won
anyway,” said Kagiavas.
Edinboro finished the
regular season 12-6-3 overall
and 10-3-3 in the conference.
Kagiavas was named the
PSAC West Coach of the
Year. Chatten, Dobbins and
Cameron Bujnoski were
named to the All-PSAC West
First Team. Rebecca Manns,
Jenna Derbis and Anna
Voelker were named to the
second team.
The Scots faced Mercyhurst
University and West Chester
University of Pennsylvania to
get to the championship game.
Chatten scored both goals for
‘Boro in the first playoff game
at home.
Manns was the only player
to score against West Chester.
The Scots grabbed the lead
early and held on for the
1-0 win. Maddie Sleva, the
freshman backup goalkeeper,
was called into a game for the
first time this season.
This was the Scots’ first
trip to the conference playoffs
since the 2016 season. They
were voted in a preseason poll
to finish sixth in PSAC West
play. The loss to Slippery Rock
means they finished second.
Ben McCullough
sports.spectator@gmail.com

and Long Island

By Shayma Musa
News Editor
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Edinboro lost to Slippery Rock in the conference finals, 2-1.
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The Scots beat Mercyhurst at home in the first round of the playoffs.

Edinboro wrestling welcomed both Ohio
University and Long Island University to
McComb Fieldhouse on Saturday, with the
home Scots coming out on top in the ‘Boro
Duals.
The results of the night were as follows:
Edinboro 25, Ohio 7
Edinboro 51, Long Island 0
These match-ups put Edinboro at 5-1
this season, along with a 2-0 status in MidAmerican Conference play.
Against Ohio, Edinboro competed in a total
of 10 bouts, winning eight.
Lucas Rodriguez out-wrestled Ohio’s Gio
DiSabato for an easy 4-0 win, which pushed
him to 5-0 this season.
The crowd was at the edge of their seats
for the match pitting freshman favorite Tye
Varndell against 17th ranked Mario Guillen.
They grappled hard with the match at 4-4 as it
went into overtime. Guillen attempted to pin
Varndell, but the Fighting Scot adjusted quickly,
bringing Guillen to the mat in a move that
would give him a 6-4 win.
Coach Matt Hill said, “Overall we wrestled
hard we beat some guys that where probably
favored we made a lot of effort, we were pretty
happy with how things turned out Saturday.”
Hill continued, “We wrestled a tough Ohio
University team, they get a lot of the best
recruits in the country every year and I think
we were well prepared to show the rest of the
wrestling world how good we are.”
Edinboro cruised in their 51-0 win against
Long Island. The Scots won all eight matches
against the Sharks, who were making their first
Division 1 showing of the season. They earned
extra points on the scoreboard due to one
forfeit on Long Island’s side, two technical falls
and two major decisions.
Hill said, “The guys go in with a chip on their
shoulder, you know we’re a smaller school, less
resources and stuff like that and they want to go
out there and prove themselves. We lock them
in this room and they kind of think that they
are better than anyone in this country. It’s an
uphill battle all the time and I think they think,
‘Why can’t we be the best as well?’”
Wrestling will take to the mats again at
the Navy Classic in Annapolis, Maryland on
Saturday, Nov. 23. The Fighting Scots will be at
home again on Sunday, Jan. 5, finally wrestling
against Gannon.
Shayma Musa| sports.spectatorl@gmail.com

Coach Chris Bess: from player, to assistant coach, to Edinboro Athletics leader
By Madi Gross
Staff Writer

As you walk through the door of Assistant
Women’s Basketball Coach Chris Bess’ office,
several things catch your eye.
The first, the coach himself working diligently
at his desk. The second, his welcoming smile
typically followed by a “What’s up?,” or “Hey
there!” The third, a picture on the top left corner
of his desk.
That photo? The coach himself dribbling down
the court. Across his chest reads “Edinboro.”
Bess was both a basketball and football player
in high school, and after being recruited by
former Edinboro Head Coach Wayne Bradford,
he found himself a Fighting Scot on the football
field in 2006. He redshirted his freshman year
after an injury during preseason, while playing in
a handful of games his sophomore year.
“I was a basketball player my entire life, so that
itch to play was still there,” said Bess. He then
approached Pat Cleary — the assistant coach of
the men’s team at the time — about playing for
Edinboro. A few days later, he was on the court.
In his collegiate career, Bess topped 500 points
and nabbed nearly 300 rebounds.
“We had a special run my sophomore year
playing basketball,” said Bess of memories.
The team went 24-7 and made it to the PSAC
Championships that season (they’d fall to
California University). They’d also make their
mark in the national tournament.
“Making it to the NCAA tournament — you
have 200-plus teams competing for 64 spots, and
when you get there, whether you win it or not, it’s
a special feeling.”
Bess told a story of one memorable moment in
his time as a Fighting Scot.
During his junior campaign, he received the
2009 Edinboro University Ebony Excellence Man
of the Year Award. The award ceremony took
place on the same day as the team’s match-up
against Gannon University. He was unable to ride
the bus with his team to the game, but rather rode
with his parents who surprised him and came to
both the ceremony and the game.
Bess had a total of 17 points on the night,
including three 3-pointers.
“To me, that was one of my biggest
accomplishments. I wish we had won the game,
but personally it was probably my best game.”
When Bess walked across the stage at
graduation, he knew exactly what was next.
“I was very proactive as a senior. I knew
that basketball wasn’t something that I wanted
to pursue at the next level. So, come January
to February of my senior year, I was going to
career days, doing mock interviews with the

career center, and following all those steps,” he
explained.
As only the second to graduate from college in
his family, Bess had the goal to utilize his degree
in financial services to the fullest. He had a job
offer from a real estate company around the end
of March during his senior year.
“I graduated May 8, and I started working
in real estate on May 10. So, I literally after
graduation had to move everything back into my
parent’s house, go get my fresh suit for my first
day of work, and I was right at it,” he said with a
full smile.
As Bess began working as a businessman —
something he had wanted to do since he was little
— he kept the game of basketball near.
“I worked at Quicken Loans for a year and a
half doing real estate [and] mortgage transactions;
I was a mortgage banker. At that time, I was
coaching high school basketball at my high
school alma mater. I was splitting time between
junior varsity and varsity, but while I was at work
all I could think about was basketball — coaching
basketball.”
His demanding career kept him busy and left
few hours in the day for him to be around the
game that he loves.
“I made the decision after a year and a half.
My heart wasn’t in it any more. I wanted to find
something that would allow me to have the free
time to be involved in basketball,” he said.
Bess soon found exactly that and moved on
to work at a car dealership where the hours were
very tailored to his own schedule. This gave him
the time to not only continue coaching but to
begin working with clinics and his own skills
development business.
After a few months at the dealership, the winter
months hit and not many were in the market for
cars. It was at this point where Bess decided it was
time for another change.
“I was fortunate enough to land an HR job at
an engineering company, which really gave me
the balance,” he said. Here, he worked 7 a.m. to 3
p.m., providing him the further chance to coach
high school and expand his business.
Then, in March 2013, former Edinboro Head
Coach Greg Walcavich announced his retirement.
“That day that I found out he was going to
retire, Coach Cleary called me and said, ‘If I get
this opportunity, I want you to work with me,’”
Bess explained.
Cleary made good on his promise and Bess
was named assistant men’s coach.
“I was 25 and I was the youngest assistant in
the league. The youngest assistant in the building,”
Bess added. “Anne [Cleary] is two months older
than me. So, we were the two youngest coaches
walking around and the rest is history.”

Many things had changed about Edinboro
since Bess walked the campus as a student.
“They had just begun to knock down Scranton
and Shafer halls to make room for the Highlands,”
he said.
He also mentioned that buildings like
Butterfield, Cooper and Ross all received
renovations in the years he was away, while the
‘Boro sky bridge had made its way above the
campus loop.
On the wall next to his desk hangs a white
board calendar. The calendar is full of practice
times, meeting times and games. The coach has
always been one to remain busy.
During his time as a student, and on a typical
day in January, Bess was in spring training for
football and in midseason form for basketball.
His days would begin at 6 a.m. with lifting for the
former. After a few hours of class, he would go to
work at the financial aid office. Bess would then
head back to McComb for basketball practice and
finish up his day at study tables as a tutor.
Since returning to ‘Boro, Bess has predictably
taken on many responsibilities.
“My first year, I was strictly men’s basketball.
My second year, I took over as one of the coadvisors for study tables, which is pretty cool
because I worked it as a tutor, and I was in it as a
freshman, so I kind of knew it from all sides,” he
explained.
Now, Bess holds the titles of assistant women’s
basketball coach and special assistant to the
athletic director. His responsibilities range
from advisor to the Student Athletic Advisory
Committee (SAAC), community service efforts,
and strengthening relationships throughout the
campus and community.
Behind his desk also hangs a large classroomsized white board with practice notes and
formations.
As a coach, Bess is locked in on what’s
happening on the court. In fact, he’s so laserfocused on the game that he doesn’t notice much
else around the gym.
“It’s kind of weird because I don’t hear
anything. My wife, she’s like, ‘You didn’t hear me
yelling?,” he said, chuckling.
“The game of basketball is played off the
ball. The other eight players are really going to
determine what’s going to happen, so being able
to see what’s going to happen [and] just getting
that ability to see all 10 players is what I focus on
in being a coach.”
Bess has a strong love for the game and a good
motivation for why he coaches: “The passion
comes from helping the young people.”
“Coaching is a little different because
everybody thinks it’s about the win, but if it’s
about the win then you’re in the wrong business.

Photo: gofightingscots.com
It’s really about the young people we affect ...
the opportunities that we can give them,” he
explained.
Bess continued: “Just seeing the success that
they have and knowing that you had a part in
their story is huge. Just seeing them mature,
develop and knowing that you were able to have a
page in their story is pretty cool.”
On the same white board behind his desk
at the bottom, you can find small pictures or
writings by the coach’s son.
With the basketball season being so long, Bess
spends as much time with his wife and son as he
can.
After thinking out loud for a minute, he
summarized his free time in one sentence:
“Probably the three biggest things: family, golf
and do nothing,” he said, laughing.
Bess admitted that he didn’t originally see
himself returning to Edinboro as he walked
across the graduation stage.
“I was one of those athletes that never thought
I’d be a coach. I always knew that I had a good IQ,
but I always pictured myself in a suit and tie going
to work every day,” he said.
Almost 10 years later, though, Bess has brought
the best of both worlds together with his positions
here at Edinboro.
“To find a place that gave me an opportunity
to stay all the way through — they provided me
opportunities to work, to play multiple sports,
to develop relationships all across campus — it’s
always going to be a special place to me. To
be back and to be able to give back to the next
generation is even better.”
“I wouldn’t be who I am or where I am without
Edinboro, so it’ll be a special place forever,” Bess
concluded.
Madi Gross| @edinboronow
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’Boro breaks school record for penalties in game at 19, lose to Bloomsburg 20-17 in finale
By Paul Petrianni
Assistant Sports Editor

Despite capturing a lead early in the third
quarter, a school record 19 penalties kept the
Fighting Scots from winning their final battle
of the 2019 campaign. They would lose to
Bloomsburg University, 20-17.
Already eliminated from playoff
contention with a PSAC West record of 3-3,
this would be a pride game for the Fighting
Scots. They would battle all game, as they
have all season long.
Bloomsburg got off to a scorching start,
turning the opening possession into seven
points. The Huskies would eat eight minutes
off the clock before the Fighting Scots even
got to call a play, going 73 yards for the
touchdown.
Each team played carelessly with the ball
after that Huskies opening drive, as both
quarterbacks were intercepted. However, the
Huskies came away with points after their
pick. Converting two short yardage third
downs, Bloomsburg would eventually blast
a 30-yard field goal through the uprights,
giving them a 10-0 lead early in the second.
Edinboro began their comeback effort
with quarterback Jordan Castelli pushing
the football efficiently down the field. He
completed a 15-yard bullet to Jon Long,
followed up by two rushes for 25 yards.
Another school record was then broken as
Vicente Arriagada took the field to convert a
35-yard field goal late in the second quarter.
Arriagada, the redshirt freshman, has been
one of the most consistent players for this
football team all season. As a reward, he
now sits alone atop the school record books,
surpassing the previous record of 15 field
goals in a season.

The penalty bug started hitting the
Fighting Scots at a very unfortunate time,
with three penalties each giving Bloomsburg
a first down. Following the miscues, the
Huskies found themselves in range to at least
add three more points to their lead going
into halftime. The ‘Boro defense would keep
them out of the end zone, thanks to two big
sacks by Joshua Boyd and Gilberto Ortiz. A
21-yard field goal made it a 13-3 Bloomsburg
lead.
The Scots caught fire in the first four
minutes of the second half, as Levi Becker
returned to the field and began parading
the team down the gridiron. A connection
to Ta’Nauz Gregory would net the Scots 43
yards on the very first play of the second
half, followed by a 15-yard completion to the
leaping Jake Cervik, bringing the Scots into
the Huskies red zone. The next play would
result in a touchdown, as senior Andre
Dowdell couldn’t have picked a better time
to snag his first career touchdown. After the
extra point split the uprights, the Scots found
themselves down only a field goal at 13-10.
After Bloomsburg converted a first down
soon after, senior defensive back Aaron
Rogers would come up with quite possibly
the biggest defensive play of the season.
Rogers intercepted quarterback Logan Leiby,
taking it all the way to the house for six, his
second “pick six” of the season. It gave the
Scots a total of five defensive touchdowns on
the season.
“I’ve just been in great positions to make
plays on the ball and capitalized on every
opportunity,” said Rogers in an interview
earlier this season.
“Our coaches preach consistency and draw
up a good game plan every week to put us in
the best positions; it’s just up to us to make

Photo: Jamie Heinrich

Edinboro lost to Bloomsburg back in September, 24-21.
those plays when the time comes.”
Edinboro found themselves with a fourpoint lead early in the second half. Both
teams began to play tight defense, but
‘Boro had the chance to increase their lead
to a touchdown late in the fourth after a
nice completion from Castelli to Gregory.
Arriagada would miss a 34-yard field goal
wide left, though, and the lead remained at
17-13.
Brandon Anderson would intercept
a tipped ball thrown by Leiby at the
Bloomsburg 45-yard line, however on the
ensuing play, Becker’s deep ball attempt
was then intercepted by Logan Yahn at the
Huskies’ own 13-yard line.
A very costly penalty would then occur
as Leiby would escape a potential 11th sack

of the day, scrambling for a big gain of 14
yards. At the end, he gave himself up but was
blasted by an Edinboro defender. The ref ’s
flag flew in the air, indicating a targeting call,
which would add 15 yards to the play.
Leiby then found himself in a third down
scenario with 12 yards to go for a first down.
Here, he found Duffy Gilhool up the middle
for 25 yards, moving the ball to the ‘Boro
7-yard line. Leiby would later push himself
past the goal line for seven with a mere 28
seconds left in the contest. Bloomsburg led,
20-17.
Following the loss, the Fighting Scots
ended the season with a 3-8 overall record,
going 3-4 against conference foes.
Paul Petrianni| sports.spectator@gmail.com

Scots beat Roberts Wesleyan
By Sam Bohen
Contributing Writer

File Photo

Voelker played every minute of her freshman year and almost every minute of her sophomore year.

Voelker a wall for soccer
By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

Playing every minute of your freshman year in college is
not common. Playing almost every minute of your first two
years — again, not common. That’s called being a mainstay in
net.
Anna Voelker grew up watching her brothers and family
play soccer since she was young, joking that, “she was born
into watching soccer and thrown right into it.”
Her journey to Edinboro was started at summer soccer
camps hosted on the campus when she was younger. Then,
through a strange set of circumstances, she ended up as the
only goalie on the Fighting Scots roster her freshman year
(last season).
“It was awesome because I had that opportunity to be the
only person here and start at such a young age, so that was an
awesome opportunity. But, at the same time, being so young
and not really having that experience was nerve wracking
almost every game,” said Voelker. She continued, “[Early on]
not everyone has so much trust in you, and you just want to
prove to everyone that you deserve to be out there, and it’s
not just because you’re the only freshman (goalkeeper).”
As the only goalie, she played every minute in all 17 games
last year (1,544 minutes total). The overwhelmingly young
team — seven freshman, a redshirt freshman, 10 sophomores,
a redshirt sophomore, two juniors and a lone senior — posted
a record of 6-11.
“We really struggled. We didn’t have the experience that
other teams did. We didn’t have chemistry with each other,”
she said.
“We were a young defense, and we weren’t really that close
to each other. Now that we’ve had at least two years together,
we’re a lot more comfortable and we have that bond. We’re
just really solid in the back,” said Voelker.
This year, she played every minute of 20 games, only
missing time against West Chester where she was subbed off
due to injury. It totaled 1,909 minutes. She also has a backup,
Maddie Sleva, for the first time in her college career.
“I’m so thankful that she’s here, because if something
happens, there’s at least someone good to go in for me,” she
said.
Not only does having a backup mean that Voelker and the
team don’t have to be as cautious as they were last year, but
it means that practices have changed. The team had to be
careful not to push her too hard previously, as she was the

only goalie, but now that Sleva practices, the workload can be
more intense.
“She pushes me to be the best that I can be,” said Voelker
on the team’s other goalie.
Edinboro had five overtime games in October, adding a full
game plus overtime onto their game load, something Voelker
called “insane.”
“You have to do everything that you can ... that’s all I’m
focused on, just keeping us in the game,” she said on the tense
situations.
As mentioned, Voelker’s relationship with her defensive
line has improved since last year. “I have way more confidence
in talking to them and communicating with them,” she
said. Voelker credits this to chemistry from spending time
together.
“I think this season, just with that year under her belt, she’s
grown incredibly,” said defensemen Maggie Fragapane.
“She’s a different keeper than she was last year. I think that
Maddie (Sleva), the freshman goalie, really pushes her to be
the best she can be. Them training together is really helpful
because they’re both talented goalkeepers.”
Communication is something very important to this team.
One of the times you see it is when a defender passes the ball
back to Voelker to have her clear it.
“That’s a big trust thing. A lot of people are scared to do
that,” said Voelker. “Or they’re afraid they’re going to under
pass it or over pass it. Or [they’re afraid] the goalie’s going to
miss it. There’s a lot of trust in that, in that play.”
Voelker has additional high praise for her team. “We are
the hardest working team in the PSAC. I don’t think there are
many teams that would outwork our effort ... we love that,
we love to play high energy and maximum effort from every
single player.”
The team returned the favor. “What doesn’t Anna bring to
the team?” said Sidney Dobbins.
“She is one of our strengths in our team,” said Head Coach
Gary Kagiavas.
“Aside from being a goalkeeper, she has great technical
skills. She always has a great touch on the ball, so when she
calls for it, we know that she’s gonna do everything she can to
get it out,” said Fragapane.
“I think she’s the best goalie in PSAC, so we’re really, really
lucky to have her,” said Dobbins.
Erica Burkholder | sports.spectator@gmail.com

With 15 seconds left,
sophomore Turner Kurt hit a
jumper that ended up being
the difference in Edinboro’s
67-65 road win over Roberts
Wesleyan College on Nov. 14.
“It took a lot of poise,” Head
Coach Pat Cleary said of the
shot. “He didn’t have the best
offensive game, but he made
it when he needed to, and that
was huge.”
Poise was not only needed
from Kurt, it was a necessity
for the whole team, especially
when trying to fight in a tough
road environment. It’s a quality
Cleary has already noticed in
his team this year.
“I don’t think we would
have won that game last year. I
think last night showed a lot of
growth for our guys,” he said.
“It’s a tough win on the
road,” forward Trey Staunch
added. “With the experience
we have on our team coming
back from last year, it really
puts us in a great situation to
close out games.”
Staunch finished the game
with 16 points, including two
clutch free throws down the
stretch.
“I really just fed off my
teammates,” he said. “They
put me in situations where
I could make a play and use
my athleticism to contribute.
Having Jaryn Simpson and
Anthony Coleman in the
backcourt makes it so much
easier to make a play when I
get the ball because the defense
has to worry about them.”
Opposing defenses would
be right to worry about
Simpson, as the junior guard
led the Scots in scoring with
18 and dished out 4 assists. He
continued the hot start he’s off
to, now averaging 17 points
and just over 5 assists per game
this season.
While Simpson has been
outstanding on offense, his
biggest moment of the game
perhaps came on defense.
Edinboro held its largest lead
of the night, 49-40, with over
13 minutes remaining in the

contest. However, Roberts
Wesleyan clawed its way back
into it, tying the game, 58-58,
with 5:54 remaining.
With Roberts Wesleyan
in possession of the ball,
Simpson flashed to make a
block, recovering it himself,
while then leading a two-onone break that finished with a
Coleman layup.
Even though the game
would continue to go back and
forth, all momentum Roberts
Wesleyan had was taken back
in that sequence of events.
“We’re a bend but don’t
break kind of team,” Staunch
said. “I’ll admit it wasn’t the
prettiest win, but a win is a
win.”
Staunch and Simpson led
the way for the Scots and
Cleary was pleased with the
play from two of his veterans.
“It was a game being played
away from home and out
of our league. I think Jayrn
(Simpson) and Trey (Staunch)
had to make adjustments to
their games and they both did.
That was a huge step for us,”
he said.
While those two led the way
in the stat book, Cleary made
sure to mention two additional
names when it came time to
hand out post-game praise.
“Daylon Harris and Alex
Jay really saved us in the first
half,” he said. “Both continued
to make big plays in the second
half, especially on the glass.”
Harris finished with 10
points and 3 rebounds,
including going a perfect
2-2 from the free throw line.
Jay did his part by adding 12
points, 9 rebounds and dishing
out 1 assist while he was at it.
The win brings the Scots to
2-0 on the season, and the team
hopes to keep this momentum
going.
“It was a great early test for
us,” Staunch said. “I think it
says a lot about us. We’ll just
take it game by game, because
it’s a long season and a lot can
happen. But we feel really good
where we’re at right now.”
Sam Bohen | @edinboronow

Men’s basketball is now 3-0.
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Erie County’s request for a
community college put on hold

Best ways to enjoy
peppermint this season
By Erica Burkholder
Matthew Rink/Erie Times-News/TNS

Erie County executive testifies at hearing about county’s bid for approval for community college.

By Shayma Musa
News Editor

The question of an Erie-based community
college remains unanswered.
This comes after the Pennsylvania State
Board of Education (SBE) refused to move
forward with their scheduled vote on the
county’s application at the Nov. 7 meeting,
saying the county’s application had still not
met certain requirements.
Instead, we still have no decision and the
board of education is giving the county six
months to revise the application. After six
months, the board will come to Erie and
hopefully decide whether they can move
forward with a vote.
The county’s journey to establish a
community college has been a long one. It
officially began in June 2017, when, after
years of discussion at the county level, the
county board approved, by a vote of 4-2, to
approve an application for a community
college. A few days after the board voted yes
on the community college, they submitted
that application to the SBE.
Since then, it’s been an uphill battle,
and after nearly two years, a special
subcommittee of the SBE was formed to read
over the application. In the meantime, the
county had a brief waltz with the Northern
Pennsylvania Regional College (NPRC),
which offers instruction via a mixture of
online and in-person methods, and would
only require the county to find a place to
house the college. Talks with NPRC came to
an end in September 2019 when the county
and NPRC were unable to come to an
agreement.
So that brings us to now. On Thursday,
Joe Scarnati, one of the biggest opponents
of the county’s application, said in an

interview with the Erie Times News that
the application is “built on pixie dust.” So,
with the county given these six months to
reevaluate their application, Erie County
residents are asking themselves, “do we really
need a community college?”
My answer? I’m torn.
On one hand, I see the census statistics,
which are referenced in the county’s
application for a community college: Erie
County is home to the second poorest zip
code in the entirety of the U.S., and while
40 percent of Erie residents graduate high
school, only 20 percent of them go on to
attain a bachelor’s degree.
A college education — especially
in an area that has seen a decrease in
manufacturing jobs, and an increase in
diverse sector jobs in the last 50 years —
would help equip this area’s population with
the skills and knowledge that they need in
order to become marketable in a changing
economy.
But then I see the oversaturation of
educational institutions that are available
in this area. We have Edinboro University
— main campus and Porreco; Mercyhurst
University; Gannon University; Penn State
Behrend; Great Lake Institute of Technology;
Triangle Tech; and NPRC (which still offers
students in the county the ability to enroll
although the county didn’t sponsor them
financially as the official community college).
Five educational institutions for a
population of 274,541.
According to the final draft of the
county’s application, Erie will have to split
$4.6 million in capital costs (related to the
purchase of land, equipment, buildings,
etc.) in order to provide a brick and mortar
meeting location.
Additionally, the operating costs are

projected to be $7 million a year, with that
number set to increase to $14 million a year
by the college’s fifth year of operation.
That’s a huge amount of money for a
county that is already in financial difficulty
to foot for a community college. The SBE
has been road blocking this for the past two
years, and county officials themselves have
disagreed on building it for the past 10. Now,
we can add costs onto the list of concerns.
Taxpayers are already giving their hardearned income to the established educational
institutions that we have in this area, why
add more of a financial burden to their
wallets?
I think that rather than push forward
with the establishment of a community
college, the county should work with existing
institutions in order to work out an initiative
for lower tuition costs across the board. This
is something that universities across the
county have been participating in.
Just last month, the University of
Connecticut announced that it would be
offering free tuition to low income students.
The University of Oregon, as well as the
Minnesota State Board of Education, also
announced this year that they are beginning
to look into lower tuition initiatives in order
to make higher education more affordable.
The Erie County council has good
intentions, and obviously they have the
dedication and commitment to serving its
residents with ways out of the poverty that
plagues the region. Instead of committing
to a path that is obviously not supported
by state administrators, the county should
begin to look into alternative solutions to the
higher education affordability issues in this
region.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

Sports Editor

There’s snow on the ground and it’s as close to officially
being winter as it can be. And with the appearance of that
icy precipitation, pumpkin spice is on the way out and the
best flavoring, peppermint, has its time to shine. Here are
some of the best ways to enjoy peppermint.
Tim Horton’s Peppermint Iced Coffee
It may be freezing out, but I still prefer my caffeine cold,
and Tim’s iced coffee is amazing with peppermint in it.
Peppermint tea or hot chocolate
If you want something warm with mint, tea and hot
chocolate is the way to go. Adding whipped cream and a
candy cane (or a candy cane spoon) to peppermint hot
chocolate increases the Christmas factor even more.
Candy Canes
A staple Christmas candy and a tasty treat. They also
make great holiday decorations.
Bath and Body Work’s Twisted Peppermint
This is one of the best smelling fragrances from the store.
Available in perfume, candles (careful if you live on campus,
they’re not allowed) and more.
Peppermint bark
Made with a perfect mixture of white chocolate, dark
chocolate and peppermint bits, it’s perfect for gift giving.
Hershey’s Candy Cane bars
If you love white chocolate and specialty food items, I
recommend trying it.
Bob’s Sweet Stripes Soft Mint Candy
A little grandma’s purse here, but if you don’t have time to
suck on a mint, the melt-able version is just as good.
Peppermint Patties
Hershey knows what they’re doing with mint candies.
They also make a candle based on the candy (and yes, it
smells amazing).
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

Biased algorithms: the latest evolution of systemic racism
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

Huge strides regarding racial equality have
been made in the United States. Over the last
few centuries, people of color have fought for
freedom: the right to pursue life, liberty and
happiness with the same vigor and support as
their white counterparts.
However, a country built on the backs
of slaves is not easily changed. The United
States was designed such that people of color
were defaulted to second-class citizenship for
hundreds of years, creating a society based
inherently on inequity. The insidious nature of
racism allows it to permeate every structure of
society; everything from science, to legislation,
to public school curriculum, to entertainment
media has had to evolve out of presenting
racist ideology.
Some would argue that racial inequality is
over and that evidence to the contrary furthers
divisive “identity politics” and renders us all
“snowflakes.” It is true that people of color are
no longer enslaved and that legal protections
now exist against hate speech and hate crimes.
It is true that theoretically, a black person and
a white person should have the same chance
of success in America. Unfortunately, there are
still inequalities to address in our society, and
shying away from them only perpetuates those
inequalities.
People of color are disproportionately
arrested and imprisoned compared to other
demographics. As per the NAACP, African
Americans are imprisoned at 5x the rate of
white people.
“If African Americans and Hispanics were
incarcerated at the same rates as whites,”
reads the NAACP website, “prison and jail
populations would decline by almost 40%.”
Furthermore, people of color receive harsher
sentences for committing the same crimes
as white people. “African Americans and

whites use drugs at similar rates, but the
imprisonment rate of African Americans for
drug charges is almost 6 times that of whites.”
This disparity is among the most obvious
signs of continued structural racism in the
United States.
According to the Glossary for
Understanding the Dismantling Structural
Racism/Promoting Racial Equity Analysis,
published by The Aspen Institute, structural
racism is defined as, “A system in which
public policies, institutional practices, cultural
representations, and other norms work in
various, often reinforcing ways to perpetuate
racial group inequity. It identifies dimensions
of our history and culture that have allowed
privileges associated with “whiteness” and
disadvantages associated with “color” to
endure and adapt over time.”
The term structural racism is arguably
synonymous with the term systemic racism,
according to the Aspen Institute. The site
reads: “If there is a difference between the
terms, it can be said to exist in the fact
that a structural racism analysis pays more
attention to the historical, cultural and
social-psychological aspects of our currently
radicalized society.” These terms can be used
interchangeably to relate the implications of
a less obvious form of systemic racism: the
biased algorithms now impacting communities
of color.
Studies show the negative impact of racial
bias on the effectiveness of facial recognition
technology used by law enforcement and selfdriving cars, as well as an algorithm used to
determine the need for health care follow-ups.
It seems that as technological advancements
further our society, so too do they promote
the archaic notions of race embedded in

See Racism, A10
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Black Lives Matter movement supporters during a rally.
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In light of SCOTUS debates, immigration stories are shared
By Jennifer R. Najera
Los Angles Times

My grandpa was an undocumented immigrant. I think his
dreams of a better life for his family must have been very similar
to the dreams of the parents of the young people with DACA
status, who protested on the steps of the Supreme Court last
week.
My grandpa was from a small, rural community in
Guanajuato, Mexico, where he worked tending sheep and
farming. When the town experienced a severe drought, he and
my grandma decided to move to Mexico City to look for work.
After some time working at a soda bottling factory, my grandpa
was still not earning enough to provide for his wife and their
three little girls. So in 1945, he left Mexico for Texas.
It was a good time to come to the United States. The U.S.
and Mexico had just enacted the bracero program, which was
a binational agreement to bring Mexican guest workers to the
United States. My grandpa was not a bracero, but he had a
compadre who told him that there was plenty of work in Texas.
After a dangerous crossing, my grandpa began to work for a
farmer in the lower Rio Grande Valley of south Texas _ for free.
He figured that if he could show how hard he could work, the
farmer would give him a job _ and he did.
A year passed and my grandpa sent for his family. My
grandma and my three eldest aunts crossed the Rio Grande
in the middle of the night, the three little girls hiding under a
blanket in a small boat. My oldest aunt remembers that they
would peek their heads up from time to time to ask for food as
they crossed the river. We must have looked like little birds, she
told me.
During the 1940s and 1950s, there was a lot of controversy
around the bracero program. Many claimed that it was spurring
undocumented immigration. The government increased the
presence of the Border Patrol and authorized its agents to
conduct immigration raids, including the so-called Operation
Wetback in 1954, to send people back to Mexico.
At the same time, powerful farm lobbyists were able to
negotiate rights for farmers who wanted to keep their work
forces stable through a process of “drying out,” or selective
legalization. Sometimes this occurred en masse, and at other
times in smaller groups. In south Texas, where my family lived,
the Immigration and Naturalization Service periodically granted
“exceptions” to farmers in the early 1950s to legalize their
workers.
This was how my grandpa and his three eldest daughters
gained legal status. It would take longer for my grandma,
because she had contracted tuberculosis and was not eligible for
legalization until several years later.
My mother, born in Texas, was a natural-born citizen.

Racism
From A9

our cultural subconscious.
According to Clare Garvie
and Jonathan Frankle of
The Atlantic, a 2012 study
conducted on mug-shots
in Pinellas County, Florida
to test the algorithms used
by police in California,
Maryland, Pennsylvania
and others “found that all
three algorithms consistently
performed 5-to-10 percent
worse on African Americans
than on Caucasians. One
algorithm, which failed to
identify the right person in

1 out of 10 encounters with
Caucasian subjects, failed
nearly twice as often when
the photo was of an African
American.”
As reported by Garvie and
Frankle, African Americas are
up to 2.5x more likely to be
targeted by police surveillance
than members of other races,
according to some estimates.
“This over-representation
in both mug shot databases
and surveillance photos will
compound the impact of that
5-to-10 percent difference
in accuracy rates. In other
words, not only are African
Americans more likely to

Photo: Olivier Douliery/TNS

Jennifer Najera shares the story of her grandfather as the Supreme Court decides on ‘Dreamers.’
Their family in 1950s Texas was very similar to those mixedstatus families of today parents and elder children who were
undocumented and younger children who were U.S.-born
citizens. Fortunately for them, the political climate at that
time enabled them to adjust their status because it was more
attuned to the region’s economic needs. Today, a similar policy
for migrant workers and their families would cause a political
uproar, even though we all know that it would make economic
sense and would provide long-needed humane immigration
reform.
I was born in California, about 20 years after my family’s
legalization. Growing up, I had the privileges of a U.S. citizen.
But as the granddaughter of undocumented immigrants, I know
how easily my life path could have been different. My mother’s
parents could have been deported. She might have been
raised by my aunts, whose legal status was also precarious. We

probably would have lived in poverty most of our lives and had
limited educational and career options.
Instead, that exception granted to farm laborers in Texas
in the 1950s allowed the granddaughter of an undocumented
migrant the opportunity to go to Stanford and eventually teach
at the University of California.
As a professor for the last 13 years, I have met dozens of
undocumented young people making their way through
college. Some of them are the activists you see in the streets
and protesting in front of the Supreme Court. Many others
are keeping their heads down and desperately trying to have
normal, stable lives, while fearing for the safety of themselves
and their parents. All of them are hoping that their college
degrees will be able to help their families be more economically
secure. All of them recognize that their parents like my
grandfather are the original “Dreamers.”

be misidentified by a facial
recognition system, they’re
also more likely to be enrolled
in those systems and be
subject to their processing,”
Garvie and Frankle wrote.
Facial recognition
technology is marketed as
highly effective, but according
to Garvey and Frankle, claims
of effectiveness are nearly
impossible to verify. The
unfortunate and terrifying
truth they outline is that “the
facial-recognition algorithms
used by police are not
required to undergo public
or independent testing to
determine accuracy or check

study done by the Georgia
Institute of Technology on
the racial biases found in
facial recognition software
controlling self-driving cars.
“The researchers tested
eight image-recognition
systems (each trained on a
standard data set) against
a large pool of pedestrian
images. They divided the
pedestrians into two groups
for lighter and darker skin
tones according to the
Fitzpatrick skin type scale, a
way of classifying human skin
color.” She said.
The results were unsavory.
“The detection accuracy of
the systems was found to
be lower by an average of
five percentage points for
the group with darker skin.
This held true even when
controlling for time of day
and obstructed view,” said
Hao.
After getting hit by a
racially biased self-driving
car, a person of color may
still find herself at the mercy
of algorithms when receiving
medical care. Research on
a widely used algorithm for
follow-up care in hospitals
revealed, “Overall, only 18%
of the patients identified by
the algorithm as needing
more care were black,
compared to about 82% of
white patients.”
If the algorithm were to
reflect the true proportion of
the sickest black and white
patients, those figures should
have been about 46% and
53%, respectively. According
to Shraddha Chakradhar
of Stat, who summarized
the study, “Dissecting racial
bias in an algorithm used
to manage the health of
populations,” published in

Studies show that healthcare practices have an ingrained racist system.

for bias before being deployed
on everyday citizens.” They
continued, “More worrying
still, the limited testing that
has been done on these
systems has uncovered a
pattern of racial bias.”
Incarceration epidemic
aside, these flaws in the
algorithms that comprise
facial recognition software
can have dire physical
consequences for people
of color. In her article,
“Self-driving cars may
be more likely to hit you
if you have dark skin,”
Karen Hao of Technology
Review summarized a

Photo: Zbigniew Bzdak/TNS

Science in October 2019. The
algorithm in question is used
by health systems for over
100 million people across the
United States.
The authors of the study
attempted to mitigate the bias
of the algorithm by retraining
it with the biological data
of patients instead of the
insurance claims data
utilized by the original
program. This revamp of
the algorithm “found an
84% reduction in bias,”
according to Chakradhar.
She continued, “Previously,
the algorithm was failing to
account for a collective nearly
50,000 chronic conditions
experienced by black
patients. After rejiggering
the algorithm, that number
dropped to fewer than
8,000. The reduction in bias
emphasized what many in
the health technology field
believe: Algorithms may only
be as good as the data behind
them.”
Unfortunately, the data
behind them tends to be
skewed. In his interview
with Chakradhar, Sendhil
Mullainathan, Professor of
Computation and Behavioral
Science at The University of
Chicago’s Booth School of
Business and co-author of the
study on the health follow-up
algorithm, said, “In general,
these algorithms are built
on data and those reflect
systemic biases, and so won’t
the algorithm also reflect the
biases?”
Indeed, the systemic racism
inherent to American society
perpetuates itself.
Read the rest of the article
on Edinboronow.com
Zeila Hobson | @edinboronow

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name and phone
number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before publication.
The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements. Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
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Cats continued: the recent show,
Old Deuteronomy, and the
superintendent’s experiences
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Fisher, who enlisted in 1968, competed in the race alongside his children.

General McLane alumni and teacher
run the Marine Corps Marathon
Less than two weeks ago, the General McLane
community made their mark at the 2019 Marine
Corps Marathon.
At the forefront of this annual event in
Washington D.C. was Kenneth Fisher, LCpl.
USMC (Ret.), who competed the race with help
from his children.
LCpl Fisher enlisted in the Marine Corps in
1968. Following training, he reported to the Fleet
as an 0311 Rifleman and Platoon Interpreter
with 1stBN, 1stMarines, stationed in the I Corps
combat section of the Republic of Vietnam west
of Danang.
LCpl Fisher was severely wounded in battle
during a combat operation. Due to the severity of
injuries, he retired from the Marine Corps with
various military awards, including a Bronze Star

with Combat V Device, Purple Heart, Vietnamese
Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Vietnamese
Distinguished Unit Award, Vietnamese Combat
Wound Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, as well as
other various campaign and military awards.
LCpl Fisher is the current owner and CEO
of Great Lakes Automation and Great Lakes
Machining in McKean. He and his wife Victoria
have five children and four grandchildren — and
four generations of Marines currently in his
family.
The Fisher family ran with a charity, Semper
Fi Fund, that helps wounded veterans from all
services. Also in attendance were Daniela Tobin
(retired USMC) and Dan Tobin, a McKean
Elementary family and McKean Elementary
teacher Shannon Wingerter and her family.

Contributed Photo

Lieutenant Corporal Kenneth Fisher and his family display their medallions
as part of the 2019 Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, D.C.
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Fisher holds numerous awards and owns Great Lakes Automation in McKean.

By Richard Scaletta
General McLane
School District Superintendent

My life as a Cat.
Last week I gave the
background to the musical,
“Cats,” which is being
performed this weekend at
the high school. By now, most
people know that I was cast
in a role for the show (more
like conscripted). There are
several reasons the directors
thought this was a good idea.
Symbolically, the role of Old
Deuteronomy is similar to my
“day job.” Old Deuteronomy
is the leader of the cat clan
known as the Jellicle Cats.
Like me in the school
district, he’s been around the
longest. The younger cats give
him great respect and look to
him for wisdom and to make
the most important decision
of the year — which cat gets
to be reborn. The young
cats in the school district
certainly wait for me to make
another decision — whether
to delay or cancel school!
The students who would
have been able to play this
role have larger parts as
young cats. What teenager
wants to be an old, slow cat
when you can be a young and
more nimble cat?
The other twist to this plot
is knowing that in my first
year teaching choral music
at General McLane, I had a
certain senior named Trisha
Boylan. Now Trisha Yates, I
worked under her direction
for this show. It is always
a beautiful thing when the
student becomes the teacher.
Ultimately, it is the fondest
desire for an educator.
It’s been 31 years since
I’ve taught music, and
my participation in this
production gave me the
opportunity to see how
things have changed. I
thought readers would be

interested to hear what I’ve
learned.
Like every other aspect of
life, technology is a gamechanger, now even in a
Broadway production. Our
district utilizes a learning
management system for
teachers and students to
exchange work electronically.
Bruce Yates uses this
technology to full advantage
in a way I never imagined.
There is no book of music
to hold in your hand as I did
in my younger years. Music is
only available electronically.
There are also recordings of
the music as well as videos.
Students now come into
rehearsal with their music
memorized and having a
good visual representation
of the choreography and
staging. To help with
rehearsing the music on your
own, there is an app you can
download that allows you to
practice the music as often as
necessary. You can also use
the app to take certain voices
or instruments out of the
recording so you can focus
on and learn your part.
Back in my day, you
spent many, many hours
learning the music in the
choir room. That now takes
place individually. You
would spend many hours
learning choreography.
That still takes place, but is
accelerated by student actors
having somewhat of a visual
representation from watching
videos. Technology has really
allowed for the focus of a
production to be on the work
done as an ensemble.
Another aspect changed by
technology is placement of
the orchestra. “Cats” was the
first Broadway musical that
had the orchestra play from
another room, not in front
of the stage as had been the
norm. With all the electronic
sound equipment now

available and being cheaper
than in 1983, high schools are
now able to put the orchestra
in another room.
This cast of student actors
for the show is incredibly
talented. Those who see the
show will be amazed by the
singing they hear and the
dancing they see. What
I’ve witnessed is even more
amazing. These students don’t
rehearse like high school
aged students. They rehearse
like seasoned professionals.
They’re not as distracted as
one may think. They can go
through a five hour rehearsal
without their phones!
Unlike this old cat, the
students learn very quickly.
They’re told where to go
or what move to make and
they do it. They retain their
instructions well (me, not
so much — apologies to the
patient directors).
While many things have
changed in the last 30 years
in regard to how a musical is
produced, there is one thing
that has not changed. Musical
theater, while entertaining,
also touches a part of us that
helps us transcend our daily
commonplace existence.
It touches us in a way that
words alone cannot. It
stretches us to consider some
of life’s great questions. The
experience is ineffable.
One night after a long
rehearsal, one of the lead
actors was assuring me that
we were in a good place and
that after all the time and
work, it would be a great
experience. I told him that
my experience as an audience
member at a Broadway
musical is here (pointing
halfway up the wall), but the
experience of being in the
show is there (pointing to
the ceiling). He responded,
“That’s why I do it every
year.”
That says it all.

GM basketball camp brings
students and alumni together
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School Resource Officer discusses bullying,
Internet safety and more during second year
General McLane School Resource Officer Jose
Montes spoke to 5th and 6th grade students last
week on a variety of different topics, including
identifying bullying and prevention, internet
safety and protecting yourself online, and the
dangerous of vaping.
School Resource Officer José Montes joined
the District in 2017. Montes began his career in
Law Enforcement after attending a Correctional
Officer Training Academy in Tucson, AZ. After
graduating from the Academy, he was stationed
at a State Correctional Facility outside of Phoenix.

Shortly later, he traded in the weather and
started working with the Erie County Prison as
a Correctional Officer and then the Erie County
Sheriff ’s Office. Since 2014, Montes has served
in a variety of roles within the Sheriff ’s Office
and now serves as School Resource Officer for
General McLane School District.
Montes is one of seven Deputy Sheriffs who
work full-time as a School Resource Officer
through the Erie County Sheriff ’s Office.
General McLane has had a School Resource
Officer since 2001.
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For boys in grades 5-12, the camp involved both coaches and alumni.

Seventy-five students participated in the General McLane Boys Basketball Skills Camp, which
occurred Nov. 12-14.
Students in grades 5-12 worked with Coach Schulz, Coach Stauffer, Coach Banks, Coach
McCormick, Coach Jahn, Andy Schulz, Roy Stauffer and various GM basketball alumni to improve
overall fundamentals, while also emphasizing the importance of teamwork, positive attitude, effort, and
work ethic.
This camp was free of charge.
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