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Kesha’s new album,
‘High Road,’ is
analyzed in detail,
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‘The Dome’ set to be taken down

Burrows: Long-term plan is to replace with permanent structure
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Photo: Sydney Keefer

EU has established tentative plans to demolish the
dome. No official closing date has been announced.

Angela Burrows, Edinboro University vice president
for marketing and communications, confirmed with
The Spectator that EU has established tentative plans to
demolish the Mike S. Zafirovski Sports and Recreation
Center.
More commonly referred to as “the Dome,” the structure
was completed and inflated in January 2009, while the
entire project cost approximately $5 million.
“The university’s long-term plan is to replace it with a
more permanent structure. In the meantime, athletics is
exploring alternative spaces that would meet the needs that

By Shayma Musa

According to Associate Vice President of
Student Affairs Stacie Wolbert, Edinboro
University has instituted a new on-campus alcohol
policy. Students over the age of 21 who live in oncampus housing are now allowed to have alcohol
under 14% concentration in their possession.
You are not permitted to have alcohol at parties,
which the university defines as having more than
five people gathered. Drinking games are also not
permitted. Other actions banned include: drinking
to the point of physical illness, “shot-gunning”
alcohol, beer bongs, consumption of alcohol
directly from larger containers (growlers, 40-ounce
bottles), and keeping empty bottles or containers
as collections.
In addition, kegs are prohibited.
The exact volume limit a resident can possess
is 144 fluid ounces of a carbonated and malt

Residence hall alcohol policy
loosened for students 21+

White Claw

5%

Barefoot Wine

5-6%

Vodka

40%

See Contract, Page 3

See Podcast, Page 2

Agreement reached

Faculty association contract approved, includes changes for
temporary faculty, yearly pay increase starting fall 2020
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

After months of negotiations, the Board
of Governors of Pennsylvania’s State System
of Higher Education (BOG/PASSHE)
unanimously approved the Association of
Pennsylvania State and University Faculties
(APSCUF) contract on Dec. 11. It was the
last step needed to put the contract into
motion.
APSCUF first ratified the contract
in June 2019. The Edinboro chapter of
APSCUF also voted unanimously in
approval of the contract, which will be in
place until 2023.
According to the Edinboro APSCUF
interim president, Victoria Hedderick,
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the extended negotiation period between
APSCUF and the BOG was because of
a new negotiation tactic that the two
organizations were using.
“Typically when a contract negotiation
occurs, there is one side and then the other
side. One side writes what they are willing
to do, and then they take it (to the other
party), and go back and forth. This [time]
they used a different process, where instead
of sitting at opposite ends of the table, they
sat together. It was literally an APSCUF
member, an administration member (from
the BOG) and they sat unified.
Hedderick continued: “Each group came
with some general things, and they would
put it out on the table and then just discuss
it as a whole. It was more of a collaborative

The Arts

Executive Editor

experience…a lot of the credit [for the
success] goes to the chancellor, because this
is his style — more of a shared governance
philosophy.”
PASSHE Chancellor Dr. Dan Greenstein,
in an APSCUF press release, said, “Our
universities and students are poised for
success during the next four years because
of these new contracts.”
“I want to thank APSCUF and SCUPA’s
leadership teams for their parts in
what proved to ultimately be successful
teamwork, and I look forward to what we

Those living on-campus
informed at floor meetings

Alcohol Percentages
4.4%

By Nathan Brennan

In an era of constant change and innovation, one of the
most popular tools in all of media is the podcast. According
to Forbes, there are approximately 62 million Americans who
listen to podcasts on a weekly basis, with over 800,000 active
shows. With that audience, it seems a lot of big names have
invested in the podcast business.
To keep up with this trend, the Edinboro University branch
of the NWPA Innovation Beehive Network has constructed a
new podcasting studio.
The studio is located inside the Beehive’s office in the
Baron-Forness Library and is under the supervision of its
Executive Director Dr. Anthony Peyronel, the Beehive’s Social
Media and Podcast Specialist Chris Lantinen and various
other faculty and student workers.
According to Peyronel, “In a way, the project came out of
thin air.”
He explained that the university’s director of grants and
sponsored programs, Rosmari Graham, played a role in the
conception of the studio.
“She was an early proponent of the Beehive, and she was
the person involved in the original funding that the network
received” he said. “She reviews the budgets to make sure we’re
spending the money correctly and on time, and she actually
discovered that we had underspent somewhat significantly on
one of the grants.”
He continued, “When we found out we had an
unanticipated pool of money to work with, we thought, ‘What
can we do to get the most impact out of this?’”
From there, in conversation with others such as Lantinen
and Dr. James Wertz, the associate dean of the College of Arts,
Humanities and Social Sciences, the idea for a quality podcast
studio came about.
“With grant funding, money that you don’t spend is
typically taken back, and so we had that pleasant surprise of
having a larger pool of funding than we thought,” Peyronel
said, adding that this caused the actual building of the studio
to be expedited in order to be finished before the deadline of
Dec. 31, 2019.
The studio, according to Lantinen, has a new Yamaha
digital mixing board, six top-of-the-line Shure microphones,
and a customized table made locally by Willow Creek
Reclaimed Barn Wood Furniture. The space is still
undergoing some finishing touches in order to complete it.
Others who assisted with the studio include the Edinboro
Director of Learning Technology Services Dr. James Boulder,
Instructional Technologist Bradley Peters and project
manager Lyle Sansoucie.
“I can’t tell you how important Dr. Boulder, Bradley Peters
and Lyle were. Each has a specific set of expertise that we
continue to tap into as we finish up the project. It simply
wouldn’t have happened correctly without them,” said
Lantinen.
Construction last semester didn’t stop the Beehive from
officially beginning their podcasting ventures. Their first
show, “Buzz Generated,” has already recorded five of 10
episodes in their first season. The episodes were recorded in
a “mobile” capacity, which consisted of some microphones, a
Zoom H6 mobile mixer, and various locations, said Lantinen.

See Alcohol, Page 3

Yuengling

Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

New podcast studio
generates buzz

Cheers to Boro
News Editor
Additional Reporting: Thomas Taylor

are currently being met by the dome,” said Burrows.
When the dome was opened for use 11 years ago,
according to Burrows, it was known that the structure
would be temporary. The university will consult with a
structural engineer to assess the current facility and finalize
plans.
According to Edinboro.edu, the dome is an “85,000
square-foot structure” and “is named for Edinboro alumnus
Mike S. Zafirovski, the CEO of Nortel, whose generous
contribution made construction of the facility possible.”
The university has not announced a demolition or closing
date.

Bates Gallery

Sports

Senior sculpture major
Rachel Maly highlights
wildlife in ‘Immortal
Nature,’ Page 4.

Wrestling snaps losing streak,
Page 8.
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Edinboro student completes internship in Harrisburg
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Assistant News Editor

Every year, The Harrisburg Internship
Semester (THIS) welcomes students enrolled
in Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher
Education (PASSHE) who are interested in
public policy to work in various departments
in the state capital.
According to the THIS website, “The
semester-long internship experience provides
[students] with a variety of opportunities
with the state government structure,
including both the legislative and executive
branches, the Democratic and Republican
parties, and a variety of agencies that are
directly associated with Pennsylvania’s state
government.”
Raudel Franco de Santos, a thirdyear political science major at Edinboro
University, spent his Fall 2019 semester in
this program, working with state prosecutors
within the Pennsylvania Department of
State. During his time in Harrisburg, Franco
worked mostly in administrative law — a
body of law that maintains the internal
operations and procedures in government
agencies and people with license to operate a

business.
“I would review [prior] charges,” Franco
said. “I would evaluate [and] summarize the
charges to determine whether they violated
any terms or codes of regulations. From
there, I would give it to an attorney, and they
would mail it in and determine if they were
going to further prosecute or suspend them.”
Before applying to college, Franco
struggled with what he wanted to do, but
knew he wanted to help people. Edinboro
University provided him the opportunity
to do so by awarding him the Board of
Governors Scholarship. This paid for his
tuition in full.
“As I applied to college, I struggled to
know what I exactly wanted to be when I
grew up, but with help from individuals, I
realized that I wanted to help people that
were facing similar situations as the ones my
family did and are currently facing,” Franco
explained. “So I chose to follow the career
path of becoming an immigration lawyer,
because I wanted to help my family and other
families alike. This goal brought me to major
in political science to help me understand
what our country is doing about immigration

politically and to help me fully understand
the system.”
His drive to help others led him to
Dr. Gerry Gendlin, associate professor of
international politics and Franco’s academic
advisor. Gendlin nominated Franco for the
internship and encouraged him to apply.
“The Harrisburg Internship Semester is
a great opportunity for our best political
science students. They get real world
government experience in a substantive, fulltime position that adds perspective to their
academic work,” said Gendlin.
“We generally send one student every
semester. Mr. Franco de Santos is not only
a good student, he is also a hard-working,
career-oriented young man with a great
future ahead of him. I nominated him
because I was confident he would do well in
his internship, that he would benefit from the
experience, and that his time in Harrisburg
would help him in his professional future.
I’m certain I was right.”
Despite being the only EU student
in attendance, Franco was able to gain
experience from the other PASSHE students.
“Being the only student from Edinboro

attending the program was interesting
because I was able to compare what other
students experience from their respective
colleges.”
As he finishes up his junior year, Franco
looks to the future — taking the LSATs and
looking into more internships.
“I want to maybe take the LSATs this
summer,” Franco said. “During the summer,
I will probably look at applying to law firms.
Chester County has more minorities there
and more Hispanics. I know there are more
immigration law firms. I would like to get in
contact with them and get an internship with
them.”
Students looking to apply for THIS can
visit the official PASSHE website, passhe.edu,
for more information.
The internship program accepts 11
students from the PASSHE schools. And
while still responsible for their tuition fee,
THIS awards students a $3,500 stipend to
help them with living expenses for their
3-month program. They can earn up to 15
semester credits.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

Raudel Franco returned to Edinboro after a semester-long internship in Harrisburg with the state prosecutors office.

Podcast

From Page 1
Lantinen was assisted in launching the podcast by Keith Hepler,
a student also working with the Beehive. Over the summer they
developed the concept, initially pitched by Peyronel.
“This involved brainstorming show names, developing design
guidelines with the design faculty that work there, and formatting,
to name a few of the steps. Additionally, I’ve been learning how to
produce stuff to a professional level since it all began,” Hepler said.
One of Hepler’s big hopes for the space is for it to be used this
fall by other journalists in election coverage.
“This area of the state is going to be critical to both parties, and
I hope we can make the space available to journalists or media
types that follow the candidates around.”
Overall, he sees great potential in the studio. “I think it would
be great for the university as a whole to be recognized as an entity
that sees the importance of podcasting.”
Discussing “Buzz Generated,” Peyronel described it as another
way to get “positive attention for our clients and for the work we’re
doing here.”
The first four episodes of the show aimed to accomplish this,
as well as discuss economics and business in the region. The first
episode was with one of the Beehive’s first clients, John Meighan,
who owns Lake Erie Rubber and Manufacturing, as well as the
One Leg Up pet toy line.
The second featured guests were Jim Becker and Angela
Annibale from the Economic Progress Alliance of Crawford
County, who, with the Beehive, put together recent marketing
enhancements for Conneaut Lake Park.
The third episode featured a talk with Kristen Santiago, a small
business management consultant running Ivy + Atlas, a company
based in Erie.
The fourth episode highlights Dr. Perry Wood, the executive
director of the Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority (ECGRA),
a non-profit organization aimed at “empowering nonprofits and
small businesses toward economic and community development,”
according to their website.
The fifth episode, recently recorded, is an interview with James
Grunke, the president and CEO of the Erie Regional Chamber
and Growth Partnership. This organization also sponsored the
first season of the show.
In addition, the Beehive’s early podcasting days included
assisting the Film Society of Northwestern Pennsylvania with the
first season of their show, “Film Grain.”
Potential of the studio
The studio isn’t intended to solely be used by the Beehive. “We
really think it’s probably the premier podcast facility in the region,
so we want to make it available to other people on campus,” said
Peyronel.
In fact, the first students to use the studio were recording
their new podcast last week. Students Richard Gibson and Sam
Bohen recorded their sports show, “Liminal Space,” which is now
available (Search “EdinboroNow” on Apple Podcasts, Google
Podcasts and more).
Bohen has enjoyed his experience thus far.

Contributed Photo

“The space is wonderful, it’s state-of-the-art and just a really
cool area,” he said. “The podcast quality is excellent; the sound is
clean and crisp and that obviously makes for a better show.”
He concluded, “The Beehive gives us the best chance for the
show to become something.”
In addition, the Beehive has been in talks with other students,
faculty and university staff to see who might be interested in
utilizing the studio.
According to Peyronel, they have discussed the studio with EU
Manager of Communications Christopher LaFuria, who runs the
university podcast “Tartan Talks.” (The Spectator wrote about the
launch of this podcast in Volume 119, Issue 2)
Beyond that, both Lantinen and Peyronel see a great deal of
possibilities with the space. Lantinen has “dream scenarios” of
different departments using the studio for related works (he gave
an example of the English department, and the related student
publication Chimera, perhaps doing readings of their work).
Meanwhile, Peyronel sees the formation of a regional podcasting
group beyond the Beehive somewhere on the horizon.
“There are some other things down the line — a lot of potential
— and we’ll have to see how that goes,” said Peyronel.

However, more and more seem to be cashing in.
According to Forbes: “Recognizing the popularity of
podcasting, a number of large media companies have recently
entered the marketplace. In January 2019, audio streamer
Spotify acquired podcast publisher Gimlet Media, behind such
popular shows as ‘Startup,’ ‘Homecoming’ and ‘Reply All.’
Soon afterwards, Spotify acquired Anchor, which provides the
technological platform to help people create podcasts. Reportedly,
Spotify paid $340 million to acquire both companies.”
Others jumping into the podcasting game include Sony
Music and Entercom, as well as major content providers such as
WarnerMedia and many more.
You don’t have to be in these elite groups to start a podcast,
though.
“The magic of podcasting has always been the low barrier of
entry,” said Lantinen. “All of these creative people who clearly
didn’t have the outlet to express themselves prior now have an
outlet.”
He continued, “Market saturation comes with that, but it also
makes podcasting the most exciting because anybody could do it.”
Anyone, even at Edinboro University.

The ‘magic’ of podcasts
The potential of podcasts, both at the Beehive and nationally, is
still evolving.
“We’re still at the point of the podcasting evolution where
there’s really only a few major players,” said Lantinen.

Disclaimer: Chris Lantinen and Sam Bohen, who are both
quoted in this story, are involved with The Spectator. Lantinen is the
production manager, and Bohen is a sports writer.
Nathan Brennan | @edinboronow

Photo: Jamie Heinrich

(From left to right) Keith Hepler, Chris Lantinen and Dr. Tony Peyronel sit in Studio 233 @ The Hive. If
you’re interested in booking the podcast studio, you can email Lantinen at clantinen@edinboro.edu.
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‘Boro APSCUF chapter
appoints interim president
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

The Edinboro University branch of the
Association of Pennsylvania State and
University Faculty (APSCUF) is now under
the leadership of interim president Victoria
Hedderick.
Hedderick, an associate professor
at Edinboro, will be in office until the
beginning of the 2020-21 academic year. Dr.
Marc Sylvester will resume the position after
his sabbatical.
“I have to say that everyone has been
amazing. All the different committees
within APSCUF, everyone has been
extremely supportive. People have been
really great about emailing me, letting me
know about stuff and just being incredibly
supportive,” Hedderick said.

Contract

From Page 1
all achieve together during the
next four years.”
SCUPA stands for the
State College and University
Professional Association.
In that same press release,
APSCUF President Dr. Ken
Mash said, “I appreciate the
involvement of the board
chair and the chancellor, and
we hope that this cooperative
relationship inspires the
Commonwealth’s policymakers
to adequately fund the State
System.”
The new contract includes
no pay increase for the 20192020 academic year, with step
increases set to start in the Fall
of 2020.
Aside from pay, changes
fall under faculty scholarship
development, as well as
opportunities for faculty to
respond to student demand.
“One of the things that
I, as a faculty member, am
excited about is the multi-year
appointments for temporaries,”
Hedderick said.
“We have tenure track
faculty, and then we have
temporaries who are faculty
that will help meet the
course schedule. Some of our
temporaries have been here for
years...we all recognize that not
only for the faculty running the
department, but also for the
students, that it is nice to have
consistency. Historically, those
temporaries would be hired,
and their letter of agreement
would start the week of classes
and then run through the end
of classes.
“Then faculty would vote
(at the end of the academic

“I have to give kudos out to provost
(Michael) Hannan, as well as President
(Guiyou) Huang, because I meet with
them on a monthly basis and they have
been incredibly accommodating and have
made me feel incredibly welcome. I always
love a challenge, and this is going to be a
challenge.”
Procedure mandates that interim
presidents get release time, which allows
them a lighter teaching load. However,
because of an unexpected medical
emergency, the faculty member who was
supposed to take the interim role was not
able to do so. This meant Hedderick took
on the role while also teaching a full course
load.

Alcohol

From Page 1
beverage or 3 liters of wine.
All limitations are detailed in the
university’s “Policy on Alcoholic Beverages”
(policy number A001), which was updated
and newly signed by Edinboro President Dr.
Guiyou Huang on Jan. 10.
The university reserves the right to remove

these privileges for individuals who break the
rules in any way.
Alcohol also can’t be visible except when
being transported to and from the rooms,
and can’t be stored or used in common
spaces where individuals under the age of 21
have access to it (kitchen, lobby, gathering
rooms).
This information was relayed to oncampus residents during their floor meetings
the week of Feb. 3.

Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

year) if we need a rehire and
administration would approve
it. There were times, however,
when the administration would
be quick and that person would
know in May whether they
were coming back, but some
years people didn’t know as of
July. Now, this contract allows
for multi-year appointments for
faculty.”
According to Hedderick, this
change allows that department
to be upfront with faculty and
sign a two-, three- or multiyear contract with a temporary
faculty member.
“This is exciting for us as a
university...because now there
is consistency. This is a win-win
for the students, faculty and for
the university,” she said.
Another point in the contract
related to retrenchment (being
laid off).
Hedderick said that the
contract now allows for a
retrenched faculty member to
be hired at another PASSHE
school. “This is encouraging
for the faculty member, but of
course there might be difficulty
depending on location, etc.”
She added, “So far, the
administration here at
Edinboro has recognized that,
yes, there will be changes,
and we all know that; we
need to change things from
a financial perspective, but
they have continually said
‘no retrenchment.’ Current
President Huang has been
saying the same thing and we
are encouraged by that.”
The final major point
that Hedderick highlighted
was stipulations in regard to
professional development.
For faculty this usually means
attending academic conferences
and presenting research.

“Unfortunately, with a lot of
the money crunches we’ve had
lately, funds to do those types
of things (attend conferences,
perform research) have not
been as available.”
“Personally, I have to
attend a certain amount of
conferences and continuing
education classes to keep up
with my license, and that comes
out of my personal budget.
Departments are given a very
nominal amount and when you
divide it among 21 people, it’s
not substantial.”
According to Hedderick, at
Edinboro there is discussion
regarding how funds for
professional development
are being spread, with some
attention being given to the
possibility of the university
funding not the department as
a whole, but granting funds to
individual faculty members.
Coaching contract
As APSCUF faculty
negotiated with the BOG,
athletic coaching union
members met to draft a
tentative four-year agreement.
Over the course of voting
sessions, which occurred Feb.
3-4, 98% of voting members
approved the deal.
The tentative four-year
contract has been sent to the
BOG for approval.
“At the end of the day, there
is always talk about the salaries
and the benefits, but we know
that those have to increase
at some point. What’s really
exciting about this contract is
that it addresses the students
and the organization as a
whole,” Hedderick said.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow
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Megan Markle is the first person of African descent to marry into the family.

After Megxit, England still talks race relations
By Erin B. Logan
Los Angeles Times

It has been a month since Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle announced that they would “step
back” as senior members of the British royal family.
The Duke and Duchess of Sussex can no longer
use their “royal highness” titles and will no longer
receive public funds for their royal duties. The
couple, he is 35, she 38, and their 9-month-old
son, Archie, have been relaxing on the west coast
of British Columbia. They were recently spotted
in Miami, where they attended a private function
for JPMorgan and dined with Alex Rodriguez and
Jennifer Lopez. There are reports that the couple
are looking for a house in Los Angeles.
The British have a lot on their minds, it was
only last month that the nation formally exited the
European Union, ending a tumultuous 47-year
affair with the Continent, but it is clear, at least
from recent conversations with Londoners, that
the royal couple’s departure is still fresh in people’s
consciousness. For a nation that has long grappled
with its identity, and with its former status as an
empire, the question of race looms large.
In 2018, when Markle, a Los Angeles-born
divorced former actress whose mother is African
American, married Harry, the sixth in line to
the British throne, some observers heralded it as
a “post-racial” moment. An African American
minister, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, delivered
a stirring sermon. The Kingdom Choir, a British
gospel group, performed “Stand by Me,” a tune
made famous by the African American singersongwriter Ben E. King.
Inevitably, their marriage appears to have
revealed complex dimensions of race, class, power
and privilege, rather than resolving them.
Slavery helped build modern Britain; at its peak,
the British Empire covered a fourth of the world’s
land mass. Over the past 75 years, since the end
of World War II, Britain has struggled to change
from empire to commonwealth, and from colossus
to mere country; its debates over how much it
should integrate with the rest of Europe have been
emblematic of that struggle.
In an opinion essay last month in The New
York Times, Afua Hirsch, a black British journalist
who also teaches journalism at the University of
Southern California, said the reasons for Markle’s
departure from the royal system were of no
surprise to black Britons, noting racist headlines
in The Daily Mail, a tabloid, about Markle being
“(almost) straight outta Compton” and having
“exotic” DNA. Even before the couple married,
they complained of vicious treatment by the press;
in an extraordinary 2016 statement, the royal
family condemned “the racial undertones” of
commentary directed at the couple.
“No matter how beautiful you are, whom you
marry, what palaces you occupy, charities you
support, how faithful you are, how much money
you accumulate or what good deeds you perform,
in this society racism will still follow you,” Hirsch
wrote.
In an interview, Hirsch said that in the United
States, “people acknowledge that race is a thing,”
whereas in Britain, “all of our energy is expended
trying to prove it exists.”
Hirsch said that some Britons maintain a sense
of moral superiority because Britain was not home
to the chattel slavery that existed in societies from
Brazil to Cuba to the United States. And yet, it was
not until 1807 that the British Empire abolished the
slave trade, and British merchants and landowners
operated plantations across the Caribbean well into
the 19th century.
Hirsch’s narrative touched off debate. Writing
in the conservative newspaper The Telegraph,
columnist Sherelle Jacobs argued that Hirsch
“conveniently overlooks the overwhelmingly
fawning coverage that the duke and duchess
enjoyed, from their engagement to their wedding

day,” and the harm the couple might have done
to their own reputations. “Emotional baggage
from our country’s legacy of aristocratic privilege
has endowed Middle England with the kind of
stridently meritocratic values that are a complete
anathema to judging people by their color,” Jacobs
argued.
In recent interviews, a number of black
Londoners said the role of race could not be
denied.
“In British society, people want to say racism
doesn’t exist,” said Esther Adjepong, a 35-year-old
musician who lives in Brixton, a South London
neighborhood with a historically large AfroCaribbean community. She said that addressing
race is like “banging your head against a brick
wall,” adding: “You can be a black person in this
country screaming out ‘I’m discriminated against,’
and you’ll just be told, ‘No, you’re not. What are
you talking about?’”
The reality Markle has endured is familiar to
Adjepong. “We recognize that as being racially
motivated because it’s how we are treated and have
to navigate society,” she said. “People aren’t willing
to just be honest and open their eyes to see what’s
right in front of them.”
Amy Francis, 73, a retiree who lives in the
borough of Wandsworth in southwest London,
said the couple’s departure should serve as a rebuke
to British society. “May they shame the public
and live together till death do they part,” she said.
“Leaving was right. They need freedom. I’m glad
they’re free.”
She added: People don’t “love Meghan, because
she’s black.”
Larelle Benjamin, 24, a paralegal who lives in
Croydon, in South London, said that too much
emphasis had been placed on the duchess. “It’s
good that Harry stepped out of tradition but
Meghan is getting the backlash. People are blaming
her for leaving, but it’s a joint decision.”
She added: “More change in the royal family is
good. They’re getting more black in there.”
Others said they were tired of the subject. Anton
Davis, a 29-year-old barber in Brixton, said he
could not care less about the monarchy. “They have
nothing to do with real people,” he said.
While people of African ancestry have lived in
Britain for centuries, and an 18th-century queen,
Charlotte, might have had African ancestors,
most modern black Britons are descended from
immigrants who made their way to the British
isles in the last century, particularly after 1948,
when Parliament opened the door to people from
colonies in the West Indies and Africa to settle in
Britain.
Despite that increasing diversity, Markle was
never going to fit into the royal family because it
“globally signifies whiteness,” according to Kehinde
Andrews, a black studies professor at Birmingham
City University.
In Britain, the doctrine of scientific racism was
refined and deployed to support the colonization
of much of Africa, the Caribbean and Asia. The
royal family no longer has much political power
today and serves a largely symbolic function, but,
Andrews said, it still represents an imperialist past
that tortured, starved, killed and raped to dominate
other countries.
“This backlash was always going to happen
because blackness doesn’t fit in this mold,” he said.
“It was inevitable. Particularly now that Brexit is
done.”
The nearly four-year process of leaving the
European Union triggered a “massive resurgence
of English white nationalism,” he said.
The number of reported hate crimes in England
and Wales has more than doubled since 2013,
according to a government report. And 76% are
said to be racially motivated.
“The royal family, this symbol is a white symbol,”
Andrews said. “(Markle) was never going to have a
chance. In this climate, there was no way.”

The Arts
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Rachel Maly challenges ideas of humanity’s dominion
over nature and animals in exhibit ‘Immortal Nature’
By Hazel Modlin
Arts Editor

Senior sculpture major Rachel Maly
hosted her solo exhibition in Bates
Gallery from Feb. 3-7.
The exhibit, titled “Immortal Nature,”
featured both animals and nature in
unique ways, as it looked to flip the
common person’s perception of the
organic world on its head.
“My art challenges the prevailing ideas
about human dominion over nature and
animals in western culture,” she said.
“I seek to elevate and immortalize the
status of nature and the animal as topics
worthy of discourse of art history and
theory.”
Because Maly is a sculpture major,
she works with a wide variety of
materials. Her exhibition pieces range
in composition from ceramics, bronze,
wire, dirt mixed with spackling paste,
and even garbage from the beaches at
Lake Erie.
Though Maly does not necessarily
have a favorite medium, she said: “I like
modeling materials, but I also like to
work with new things. I pretty much
work in whatever medium I think will
suit the message of the piece.”
A prime example of a unique medium
that represents a message are her four
rabbits made out of dirt, spackling paste

and a wire armature. Maly described the
process she went through in order to use
this unusual mixture. “In this particular
medium, I just got big buckets of dirt
and then dumped some lightweight
spackling into it, and just mixed it by
hand, and then patted it onto the rabbits.
Then I had to let it dry for three or four
days each time before moving them and
adding more.”
She got the inspiration to make these
rabbits after viewing a construction site
between Edinboro and Erie on Interstate
79.
“I drive past it every week, and all I
could picture were all of these animals
fleeing from the construction and
deforestation [and] into the forest from
the field. And that’s part of the story of
these rabbits who are very alive, but then,
instead of dying, merge in body and
consciousness with nature.”
Maly’s other piece, made of unique
materials, depicts an albatross. Her
albatross has an accompanying story,
which she revealed stemmed from extra
research she did for the honors college.
“I did an honors contract for my
sculpture course. I think it was an
intermediate sculpture course, and I
wrote the story while I worked on both
of these pieces.”
The piece depicts an albatross in an
almost majestic pose with its wings

outspread. But there’s a twist: it’s made
entirely of wire and garbage. “I have
welded rebar for the legs and the inner
structure of the body, and I just covered
the entire thing first with wire mesh, and
then just welded the plastic to the form.
The plastic is actually from Presque Isle.
I just walked a couple of beaches and just
collected garbage bags worth of plastic,
just from a couple trips there. I still have
leftovers. It’s just so sad how easy it was
to collect, and there was still stuff I could
not carry from the beach.”
Maly’s albatross was also accepted into
Chimera, a journal published annually
through the joint efforts of the English
and arts departments here at Edinboro.
Maly’s pieces involve a lot of detailed
work, and because of this they often take
a long time to make. She mentioned
her rabbits specifically. “I started in the
summer, mid to early July, and then I
finished maybe three to four weeks into
the semester.”
Some of her pieces are smaller, and
she said the smaller ones often take less
time to finish, perhaps only a couple
weeks.
She explained that she would not be
where she was today if it was not for
the help and guidance of several of her
professors. “I would like to thank D.W.,
Professor Dietrich Wegner, Professor
Lisa Austin, Professor Parlin, Dr. Solberg
and Dr. Fiala for all the instruction and
criticism they have given me.”
In the near future — Maly is in the
senior year of her bachelor’s degree —
she is “planning on staying on to get an
MA (Master of Arts), and then I’m going
to go on to get an MFA (Master of Fine
Arts) someplace else; I don’t know where
yet.”
Maly’s mission is far from over. She
plans to continue in her endeavor to raise
nature up and to elevate it in the eyes of
her viewers.
“It is my goal to restore dignity to,
change the way culture views, and
consequently treats, animals and nature.”
Hazel Modlin
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Photos: Chloe Roberts and Hazel Modlin

As a sculpture major, Rachel Maly works with a variety
of materials, including bronze, ceramics, wire, plaster,
dirt mixed with spackling paste, and even plastic.

Review: ‘Birds of Prey’ overcomes
rough first act, is a haunting ride
By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

Photo: Valerie Macon/TNS

Waititi’s film, ‘Jojo Rabbit,’ features the story of a
Hitler Youth who is forced to hide a Jewish girl.

Taika Waititi makes Oscars history as
first Maori Academy Award winner
By Tracy Brown
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Taika Waititi has made Oscars history.
At the 92nd Academy Awards Sunday, the “Jojo Rabbit” writerdirector-actor took the prize for adapted screenplay. This makes
Waititi the first person of Maori descent to win an Oscar. He was
the first ever indigenous person to be nominated in the category.
Starring Roman Griffin Davis, Thomasin McKenzie, Scarlett
Johansson and Waititi, “Jojo Rabbit” is a WWII-era satire about a
boy who discovers his mother is hiding a Jewish girl in their attic.
This boy also happens to be a Hitler Youth member whose friend
is an imaginary Adolf Hitler.
The film was nominated for six Oscars, including best picture,
making Waititi and Chelsea Winstanley, who is also of Maori
descent, the first two indigenous producers ever to receive a
best picture nod (the married couple share the nomination with
Carthew Neal). Waititi was previously nominated for the live
action short, “Two Cars, One Night,” at the 77th Academy Awards.
“Jojo Rabbit’s” Maori production designer Ra Vincent was also
among this year’s indigenous Oscar nominees. He was previously
nominated in the category as the set decorator of “The Hobbit: An
Unexpected Journey.”
The first-ever Oscar nominee of Maori descent was Keisha
Castle-Hughes. The “Whale Rider” actress was among the best
actress nominees at the 76th Academy Awards.
The only other indigenous person to ever win a competitive
Oscar is Buffy Sainte-Marie. She won the original song award in
1982 for “Up Where We Belong” from the film “An Officer and a
Gentleman.”
Cherokee American actor Wes Studi received an honorary
Oscar at the Governors Awards in October, in recognition of his
career that has spanned more than 30 films, including “Dances
With Wolves” and “The Last of the Mohicans.” He is the first and
only indigenous person to be recognized with an honorary Oscar.

Dr. Harleen Quinzel is expressing her
newly found independence from “Mistah J”
when we pick up her story in the DCEU’s
newest entry, “Birds of Prey.”
Here, Harley Quinn, played once
again by Margot Robbie, is dealing with
the cinematic break-up in typical Harley
fashion: an unhealthy way. The post
breakup scenes — although they set up the
premise of the movie — seemed cringey.
The world has been waiting for the “new
Harley Quinn,” and the first chunk of the
movie still revolves around the unhealthy
relationship that is her and the Joker. But
while the film may spend a little too much
time on Harley in this mode, it quickly
moves on to introducing the new characters
and advancing the actual plot.
Robbie and the rest of the cast perform
amazingly. It’s highlighted by Ewan
McGregor as a haunting Black Mask
and Chris Messina as the just-as-twisted
henchmen-supporter Victor Zsasz.
They’re so good, in fact, that Robbie and
Harley are almost outshined in the process.
It’s not that Robbie’s acting is subpar, it’s
more that Harley — the main character
and fourth-wall-breaking narrator — was

not written as well as the rest. McGregor
plays an amazing counter to Harley, while
the women — strong in their own sense of
morals and ethics — highlight her failing
points. Harley makes some questionable
decisions in the movie, and her actions help
remind the viewers that even if she’s doing
something good, she’s no hero. On the
same note, the movie doesn’t let Harley get
away with anything; if she failed to meet the
standards of the other leading women, they
did not hesitate to call her out.
The fight scenes in the movie are
brilliantly choreographed. They show off
the skill of all the characters involved, and
Harley shines in every fight scene she’s in.
Also of note, when the women eventually
team up, it’s not just because they’re
women, but because they’re fighting a
common enemy. The chemistry of Harley,
Huntress, Black Canary, Renee Montoya
and Cassandra Kane was great. They joked
and jabbed at each other as they dealt with
the issues in their lives.
The plot has some twists and turns that,
while not entirely unpredictable, were
enjoyable. The movie also explores Gotham
and gives way to some stunning scenes. An
amusement park and Founders Pier are two
points that stand out; the park looks like it’s
out of a child’s imagination, before being

slightly demented, and the pier provided a
fitting location to build suspense.
While avoiding spoilers, the movie
shows the struggle these women face
simply for being women. There are scenes
that may trigger survivors of sexual assault,
and quite a few scenes that made me cringe
— especially with how well McGregor
played his character. His portrayal of Black
Mask swayed into a an uncomfortable
place relating to harassment, sexism and
the general belief that women are inferior.
Black Mask and Zsasz have a terrifying
relationship that seems on par with the
Joker and Harley’s, with Zsasz often
encouraging the Mask to take things even
farther.
Like the movie “Joker,” “Birds of Prey”
does not back down from Harley’s issues.
They make it clear that just because she left
the Joker, it doesn’t mean she’s suddenly
fixed. This was refreshing, as Harley is a
well-loved character, but she does have
a base persona that suffers from mental
health issues.
Check out “Birds of Prey.” It’s a great girlpower movie, all while bringing amazing
comic book characters into the DC film
universe.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

Photo: Warner Bros. Pictures/The Patriot Ledger/TNS

The cast for ‘Harley Quinn: Birds of Prey’ is excellent, with Margot Robbie once again appearing as
Harley. Other standouts include Ewan McGregor (Black Mask), Rosie Perez (Renee Montoya), Mary
Elizabeth Winstead (Huntress), Jurnee Smollett-Bell (Black Canary) and more.
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‘Fence: Striking Distance’ weaves queer romance into competitive combat sports
By Tracy Brown
Los Angeles Times

The members of the Kings Row fencing team
are on a quest to win the state championship for
the first time. They definitely have their work cut
out for them, but their coach has a plan.
In “Fence: Striking Distance,” an upcoming
novel by Sarah Rees Brennan, the boys will have
to tackle some new team-building exercises that
will strengthen their bonds and bring them all
closer. Of course, there will be some bumps along
the way.
Based on “Fence,” the ongoing graphic novel
series by writer C.S. Pacat and artist Johanna the
Mad, “Striking Distance” will see the familiar
characters from the elite Kings Row Boys School
in a new original story involving a heist and some
pretty bad dates. The “Fence” comics, from Boom!
Studios’ Boom! Box imprint, launched in 2017.
In a phone interview from Ireland, Brennan
explained that, for her, “Striking Distance” was
a chance to further explore the comic series’
personas, their feelings about fencing and more.
“We thought it’d be nice to take a step back and
look at the characters and their relationships,”
said Brennan, an author known for young adult
fantasy novels including “The Demon’s Lexicon”
trilogy and “In Other Lands.”
Among these characters is Nicholas Cox —
the secret illegitimate son of a former champion
fencer — whose grit and natural abilities helped

him earn a fencing scholarship despite his lack
of proper training and technique. His rival and
roommate is Seiji Katayama, a nationally ranked
elite fencer who outclasses most of his peers,
including Nicholas. Seiji’s sights, however, are set
on beating Jesse Coste, Nicholas’ half-brother.
The Kings Row team also includes reliable and
respected team captain Harvard Lee, carefree
playboy Aiden Kane and Eugene Labao, a
kindhearted jock.
“I love that it’s such a casually diverse series,”
said Brennan of the “Fence” comics, noting both
the racial diversity reflected among the main
characters as well as the queer relationships. That’s
a big change compared to the prevailing attitudes
when her first book was published in 2009. At the
time, there was more pushback against LGBTQ
romances in YA literature.
“It’s a sign that we’ve come really far, although
not as far as we could,” she said.
“Fence” is also steeped in the school drama
of friendships, relationships and rivalries and
touches upon issues of class. And navigating
feelings requires even more finesse than wielding
an epee.
For Brennan, the appeal of the series is how
it leans into familiar tropes while adding a bit of
a twist. It’s a classic story that just happens to be
set in contemporary times, where the stakes are a
fencing trophy and the affections of a boy.
“You’ve got one legitimate son who’s like the
golden-boy heir to the throne — the fencing

throne — and the dark horse, wrong-side-of-thetrack contender son that nobody knows about,”
Brennan said.
As friends who mutually admire each other’s
works, Brennan said she was in constant contact
with Pacat to discuss character backstories and
other ideas for “Striking Distance.” And as the
author of the “Chilling Adventures of Sabrina”
tie-in novels, Brennan is no stranger to penning
adaptations.
“In a (prose) book, you’re in (a character’s)
head, and you can know what they’re thinking
rather than just what they’re saying, like in a TV
show or a graphic novel,” she said. “You want that
deep dive and you want to feel the people that
come with you on the dive are rewarded by it.”
For Brennan, the fun challenge was in making
the book accessible to both existing fans and
those new to the series, as well as making sure the
novel really addresses the “why” and the “how”
of things.
“That’s what makes (prose books) different
from other stories,” Brennan said. “Why and
how are these people like this? Why and how are
they good at this? Why and how would someone
lose or win and how do they perceive losing and
winning?”
“Fence: Striking Distance” is the first book of
the “Fence” YA novel series from Little, Brown
Books for Young Readers and is slated for a Sept.
29 release. The book also features a cover and
illustrations by series artist Johanna the Mad.

“I think the book does stand on its own and
that’s what we intend it to be so people who’d love
to see a sports story with a gay romance could
just come in,” Brennan said. “It’s a rom-com and
a coming-of-age story that you see so often for
heterosexual people.

Photo: Sarah Rees Brennan/Amazon/TNS

‘Fence’ is an LQBTQIA+ sports novel.

Film society hosting dinner & a movie
By Simonique Dietz
Staff Writer
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The popular musical ‘Hamilton’ will return, this time as a movie.

How Disney’s ‘Hamilton’ movie might
change the film and theater industries
By Ashley Lee
Los Angeles Times

Disney is bringing
moviegoers to the room where
it happened. Specifically, to
the Richard Rodgers Theatre
in New York City for a
performance of “Hamilton”
with the original Broadway cast.
The show’s producers
announced Monday that
Lin-Manuel Miranda’s musical
juggernaut will be released in
movie theaters worldwide by
Disney. Directed by Thomas
Kail, it will hit the U.S. and
Canada on Oct. 15, 2021.
A filmed version of the
11-time Tony Award-winning
production has been in the
works since it opened on
Broadway in 2015, with
Miranda promising fans that
the show would be captured
before the original Broadway
cast moved on to new projects.
Though producers Miranda,
Jeffrey Seller and Thomas Kail
may not have been sure at the
time what they’d do with the
footage, two performances were
filmed in 2016.
“What are we doing with that
footage? No idea. Throwing it
in a vault at Gringotts for a bit
(probably),” Miranda tweeted at
the time. “But we’re getting it.”
A few of the musical
numbers appeared in the PBS
documentary “Hamilton’s
America,” which went behind
the scenes of the creation of the
production.
But fans have since clamored
for the release of the full
version, especially since tickets
to the runaway hit set records
for average prices.
Bots and scalpers targeted
the show; some seats at the final
performances with the original
Broadway cast came to cost
nearly $10,000.
Releasing the footage as a
film is a massive move forward
in affordability and accessibility
to theater — a topic that
has long been important to
Miranda.
“We are thrilled for fans of
the show, and new audiences
across the world, to experience
what it was like on stage and in
the audience when we shot this
at The Richard Rodgers Theatre
on Broadway in June of 2016,”
Kail said in a statement. “We
wanted to give everyone the

same seat, which is what this
film can provide.”
“Hamilton” has since
launched open-ended
productions in Chicago and
London, as well as numerous
national tours.
Though many theater
stars have since taken on
“Hamilton” characters, no
current production features any
major members of the original
Broadway cast, who have since
gone on to star in movies, TV
shows and other Broadway
productions.
“Lin-Manuel Miranda
created an unforgettable theater
experience and a true cultural
phenomenon, and it was for
good reason that Hamilton was
hailed as an astonishing work
of art. All who saw it with the
original cast will never forget
that singular experience,”
Robert A. Iger, chairman and
chief executive of the Walt
Disney Co., said in a statement.
While the theatrical release
of a filmed stage production
is not uncommon — National
Theatre Live is currently
offering a stellar lineup on
various screens — it is rare from
one of the major Hollywood
studios, which annually dabble
in the movie-musical space.
And 2020 is already a busierthan-usual year for the genre,
with four productions already
on their way to the screen.
Each of these upcoming
movie-musicals was cast,
rehearsed and filmed separately
from any live production, often
leaving its cast and creatives
to start from scratch. That
can be tough, or too distinct
a departure from the live
experience of a stage show,
which features a cast not only
seasoned from originating their
characters and performing
hundreds of shows but also
uniquely bonded from building
the production together from
the ground up.
In the case of “Hamilton,”
Tony winners Jackson and
Diggs had been playing their
roles since the show’s earliest
workshop in 2013; the rest of
the cast joined the show offBroadway and later reprised
their roles on Broadway.
Attempting to reunite and
re-rehearse an entire original
cast, as “The SpongeBob
Musical” recently did for a

Nickelodeon airing, would
be almost impossible due to
scheduling, but trying to recast
these roles for the screen may
be a fool’s errand, especially
since fans know the Grammywinning original Broadway cast
recording inside and out.
That might explain why
Disney paid a reported $75
million for the movie, making
it possibly the most expensive
film acquisition ever. But it’s
a bargain price for a moviemusical, where production
budgets can rival even the most
intricate action-movie releases.
While a handful of Broadway
productions are filmed for
airings on PBS or to be added
to BroadwayHD’s on-demand
streaming library, “Hamilton’s”
road from stage to studio might
set a lucrative precedent for
future commercial productions
to prepare for potential major
releases.
Such stipulations might
have to be included in casting
contracts as to not require any
negotiations mid-run, which
is what happened behind the
scenes of “Hamilton” in 2016.
Netflix might boost its presence
on the Great White Way, having
previously captured the plays
of comedians such as Mike
Birbiglia, John Leguizamo, Nick
Kroll and John Mulaney.
Altogether, the
announcement of the
upcoming film is great news
for “Hamilton” fans, including
those who haven’t been able to
afford a ticket or a trip to a city
where the show is running.
But it also might persuade
potential theatergoers to simply
wait 18 months for the movie’s
release; they might not get the
“live” experience, but they will
have to pay only the cost of a
movie ticket to see the show.
That’s a risk “Hamilton”
producers seem willing to take.
“I’m so proud of what
Tommy Kail has been able to
capture in this filmed version
of ‘Hamilton’ — a live theatrical
experience that feels just as
immediate in your local movie
theater,” Miranda said in a
statement.
“We’re excited to partner
with Disney to bring the
original Broadway company
of Hamilton to the largest
audience possible.”

The Film Society of Northwestern
Pennsylvania will continue to host Film Grain
events this spring at Erie’s Bourbon Barrel bar
and restaurant. Film Grain events operate as
your traditional “dinner and a movie,” with a
buffet-style meal before the eventual screening
on the bar’s projector and large screen setup.
Upcoming screenings include the following,
all either Oscar-winning or nominated:
— “Harriet,” Feb. 19
— “Parasite,” Feb. 26
— “Jojo Rabbit,” March 4
— “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood,”
March 11
— “Knives Out,” March 18
The events typically begin at 6 p.m., with
doors opening at 5:30.
John Lyons, Edinboro alumnus and
employee in the university’s information
technology services, is the director of
programming of the film society (a non-profit).
He has also previously led programming
initiatives like FILM at the Erie Art Museum
and the Edinboro Film Series. He’s also a
filmmaker himself.
When programming Film Grain, Lyons
does his best to pick the movies he believes
people should see. According to him, “When
we were at the Erie Art Museum, I did kind of
focus more on independent art house movies.
Now it’s more mainstream since moving to the
Bourbon Barrel, so now I’m trying to anticipate
which ones will be nominated for Oscars.”
As part of the programming, Lyons is also
trying to include more panels to coincide with
the films. On Earth Day, April 22, they will be
showing “Dark Waters,” based on a true story
about the forever chemicals in water supplies.
The Guardian described “forever chemicals”
as a group of compounds that do not naturally
break down, and there is no known way to
destroy them once inside a supply. Lyons will be
partnering with the Green New Deal Coalition,
as well as a few other environmental groups in
the area for the event.
Recently, they also welcomed The National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) to speak
after a screening of “Joker.”
Lyons and Erika Berlin, the executive
director of the film society, work together as
co-hosts for the Wednesday night events. They

have sold out on multiple occasions, which
totals to 120 people attending, and tickets are
priced differently depending on where you’d
like to sit. If you’d like to sit at a table, it’s $14;
to sit on a couch, it’s $18; for students, it’s a flat
$10. Contact the film society ahead of time for
discount information. Both dinner and dessert
are prepared with a menu sent out a day or two
in advance.
“A lot of the people that attend our
screenings are a part of the film community,
so there will be filmmakers there and actors
and stuff, said Lyons. “You can meet people
there that appreciate movies which can help
build your audience.” He emphasized that
many people in the industry would need these
opportunities to be able to push forward.
“A lot of times when a local filmmaker comes
out with a movie that they made, we will show
their film as a part of our series so they can get
their work out there. They can get at least 60,
or 80 people to see it who wouldn’t have heard
of their movie. They also get a chance to do a
Q&A, talk with the audience and stuff.”
Lyons concluded with a final thought on
local filmmakers. “It’s a big part of our program
when someone finishes something; it’s nice to
get the chance to showcase it.”
Visit filmsocietynwpa.org for more
information on the events and other ways the
society aims to help local filmmaking.
Simonique Dietz | @edinboronow
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Lyons is the director of programming
for the NWPA Film Society.
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Kesha releases ‘High Road,’ first album in over 2 years
By Samantha
Mannion
Voices Editor

Pop artist Kesha released her
newest album, “High Road,” on
Jan. 31. It’s her first full length
record in over two years and is
packed full of strong melodies
and fun instrumentation.
Tonight
This song sounds like the
track a female-centered movie
would use in a club-hopping
montage scene, and I’m here
for it. Groups of friends could
definitely use this as a pregame
jam. It’s upbeat and just makes
you want to party super hard. It’s
very similar to her previous song
“Timber” in vibe and overall
style.
My Own Dance
This song is satirizing the
party girl, with Kesha saying
she’s just going to do her own
dance (as the title suggests, it
does make you want to dance).
This is particularly prevalent
in the chorus, which features
big production and tons of bass
accompanied by drums. The
verses have a catchy melody and
strong guitar, which leads into
the anthemic chorus quite well.
Raising Hell
Talk about a song that starts
out softer and then comes out
swinging. It has a really catchy
hook that can and will get stuck
in your head. The backtrack is
also very strong. It features a
drumline sound mixed with
horns and synths that are so easy
to move to.

High Road
Kesha again proves her hook
writing prowess with this track.
The melody for the verses has
a cheer-like sound that is just
a fun quirky mode that’s really
enjoyable. The chorus features
her singing in a way that I don’t
think I had heard from her in
recent memory. Her voice is
powerful and impressive.
Shadow
Her voice once again
impresses in this song. It’s one of
the few ballads she has on this
album and it’s a welcome change
from her more beat-driven
music prior to this. However,
her lyric writing could’ve been
stronger on this track. It’s a
slower song than usual and
doesn’t have a fun back beat
to focus on, so the lyrics felt
somewhat subpar.
Honey
If your friend just slept with
your significant other, I have
good news: Kesha has written
a song for your exact situation.
Fortunately, it’s just as petulant
and over the drama as you
probably feel. Lyrically, it’s kind
of petulant. It still has a fun
groove and goes for the vibe of
friends having fun, but this one
is not my favorite.
Cowboy Blues
An acoustic track from
Kesha that’s a more complete
expression than most of her
other tracks.
This track is also more
introspective than usual for her;
it’s about feeling like you missed
your chance at love. It has a
catchy, hummable tune and is

easy to relate to.
Resentment
“Resentment” continues with
that emotional introspective
mode. It’s about the end of a
bad relationship and has the
strongest lyrics of any song on
the album. It is incredibly honest
and deep.
Little Bit of Love
My favorite chorus on the
album is in this song. It’s big
and weirdly makes you want to
headbang and jump around. It’s
super drum-driven and bouncy,
whereas the verses are more
piano-driven, which provides a
nice contrast. It’s about having
a fun night at the end of a
relationship when you know it’s
going to end and you just want
to enjoy yourself.
Birthday Suit
“Birthday Suit” has three
different vibes to it that
somehow all work together. On
one hand, it’s drum driven and
super swanky; on another, it
samples the Super Mario theme
music; and on another, it’s guitar
driven and rhythmic. It’s all
around fun and also super sexy
in subject matter.
Kinky
If a song starts with the most
bizarre recording of a phone
call ever, it will no doubt be
interesting. It has a great groove
and a catchy hook to accompany
its risqué subject matter. The
best way to describe it: a song
with dirty context would’ve gone
over your head at age 12.
The Potato Song (Cuz I
Want To)
Dear lord, this song is weird.

chosen, it probably shouldn’t
have been the one to go on as
long, but it was a nice dance.
“Teenage Dirtbag” by
Wheatus makes an appearance
and it is a favorite of mine. Ross
Lynch, a member of R5 and of
Disney fame, takes on the main
vocal role, and Jaz Sinclair (Roz)
and Lachlan Watson (Theo) are
featured. As powerful as Sinclair
is in the song, I’d almost prefer
Watson in it more as there's
something about that voice that
makes you want to hear it more.
Spring Awakening’s “The
Song of Purple Summer” is a
track by Sabrina’s coven and it’s
hauntingly beautiful. The voices
blending with the slow beat is
something that draws you in,
and then Kiernan Shipka takes
over the solos, standing out, but
continuing to harmonize with
the rest of her coven.
Sweeney Todd’s “By the
Sea” brings Aunt Helda and
her significant other into the
musical scene. Helda is dealing
with something horrifying
and this is her attempt to
distract herself from it. Helda’s
personality shines through her
vocal ability. Dr. Cee’s voice is
an amazing deep tone when
compared to Helda’s, and the
song shows the love the two

have for each other.
“Hey Mickey,” originally
performed by Toni Basil,
shines in another cheerleading
appearance. Due to the scene,
the cheer gets warped, but it
is another stunning show of
cheerleading.
“Tender Shepherd,” from
the 1954 musical rendition of
“Peter Pan,” is performed by
the Spellmans as a spell, but it
serves as a cute repository from
the action around it.
“Straight to Hell” is a music
video and song that was
recorded to promote the new
season. It shows most of the
characters at some point and
honestly, it’s a bop. There are
great lines like, “Satan always
gets his way / But I don’t play
the devil’s games,” and the last
line of the chorus, “When it
comes to love, I’m going straight
to hell.” They'll be stuck in your
head for days to come after
listening to it.
"Sabrina" is an amazing show
with a nice soundtrack. For the
most part, the songs the cast
sings are amazing and the music
not sung by the cast is also fun
to listen to.

The ‘Sabrina’ soundtrack is a hit
By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

“Sabrina the Teenage Witch”
has been revived by Netflix
in the form of the "Chilling
Adventures of Sabrina." The
new take on the character began
in 2018, and as the new seasons
have come out, the show has
put more focus on the musical
talents of its cast. Those talents
are captured on the newest
edition of the soundtrack.
This season's standout
musical moments were mainly
covers performed by the cast,
and the rest were songs made to
set the tone of the show.
The first cast cover is of The
Knack’s “My Sharona,” which
appeared in the first episode.
It’s the first song presented in
the show by the band some of
the main characters start. Only
a small portion is played in the
show, and it seems to have a
bit more edge and less melody
then the original, but it's still
enjoyable.
A showcase of Sabrina and
Roz’s cheerleading ability is
set to the song/cheer of RunDMC’S “It’s Tricky.” It wasn’t
anything abnormal or standout
from what other cheer groups
have. Out of all the songs

Erica Burkholder
sports.spectator@gmail.com

A punk rock anthem, it
somehow sounds German
and French to me, so right
off the bat I’m trying to
figure out what's happening.
Despite the mild confusion,
I’m still listening to it — and
that is when the kazoos
come in…
BFF
After the strange potato
song, Kesha goes into a
sweet track about friendship.
It features a nice melody
with simple production and
not a lot of the club style, big
bass/drum lines. It just tells
a bunch of cute stories about
her best friend.
Father-Daughter Dance
This song let me in on a
detail about the artist I didn’t
know before I heard it —
her father’s absence. It’s a sad
song that does hit you in a
very real place. The string
section in the background
only enhances the feeling.
She also slays the vocals on
this song.
Chasing Thunder
The last song on the
album, just like the first, has
a movie montage feel to it.
It has a summer road trip travel
scene feel to it. If you plan on
going on a road trip in real life, I
highly suggest putting it on your
playlist. The folky guitar driven
rhythm will make for a great
soundtrack.
This album is a super fun
listen. It has several different
sounds on it, while still being
cohesive and seemingly very

Photo: Anthony Behar/TNS

Kesha’s fourth studio album, 'High Road,'
dropped on Jan. 31.

The judge also stated that
they can't "based on legal filings
alone, determine the truth of the
alleged rape, and leaves the door
open to resolving this at trial."
Samantha Mannion
@edinboronow
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Justin Bieber’s new album is set to be released on Feb. 14.

Justin Bieber’s new singles fall short,
is a step back from previous albums
Photography Editor
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Gaga.”

Note: This was her second
album since she accused her
producer, Dr. Luke, of sexual
assault in 2014. The situation
was recently the subject of
2020 headlines, as according to
Pitchfork, “a judge ruled, as part
of a wider decision, that Kesha
defamed Dr. Luke with claims

By Jamie Heinrich

The third chapter of the 'Chilling Adventures of Sabrina' is available on Netflix.

she made about him to Lady

true to Kesha.
8/10

“Picture perfect, you don’t need no filter /
Gorgeous, make ‘em drop dead, you a killer.”
Those are the heartfelt words Justin
Bieber has for wife, Haley Bieber, in his
new single “Intentions” featuring Quavo,
released on Feb. 7. This is the last of his
singles to debut in anticipation of his
comeback album, "Changes," set to drop on
Friday.
Hear me out, I had hope that Bieber’s
comeback album would have more heart
than his previous hits like “Baby” and
“Cold Water.” I wanted this single to be
good; I wanted to like it. Other artists have
produced comeback albums I've loved —
think Harry Styles’ self-titled work. It has a
soul and clear intentions as to the direction
he is going toward after he came out of One
Direction.
Lyrically, Bieber's song is just bad. It
reads like a hodgepodge of corporate
"ladies, you should love yourself "
campaigns. I have seen Dove soap
commercials have more heart than this
single.
At one point, he sings, "Shout-out to your
mom and dad for makin’ you / Standin’

ovation, they did a great job raisin’ you /
When I create, you’re my muse.” If it was
Bieber’s intention to compliment his wife,
it's a miss.
Bieber’s heavily autotuned voice squeaks
out, “Heart full of equity, you’re an asset,”
on top of the lo-fi study beats playlist right
out of YouTube. I wouldn’t have minded
hearing Bieber’s actual voice; I think his
vocals are pretty good when not processed.
This song is nothing but a repeat of
Bieber’s music from 2015: over-processed
jargon telling women they are pretty just
the way they are. I personally did not need
another song to tell me just that.
I want my three minutes back.
"Intentions" is the fourth single Bieber
has released from "Changes." His comeback
single was “Yummy,” then “Get Me”
featuring Kehlani, followed by “Yummy
Remix” that featured Summer Walker. Each
single seems to be competing to see which
one can be the biggest garbage fire.
Hey, when “Changes” drops maybe my
mind will change, but if “Intentions” is any
indicator, something tells me I won't be
impressed.
Jamie Heinrich | @edinboronow
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EUKnighted event
rallies Edinboro
By Jackson Loepp
Staff Writer

On Feb. 5, the Fighting Scots basketball teams faced off
against the Gannon Golden Knights in Edinboro. Before the
game, many family members of players, as well as Edinboro
coaches, went to the Edinboro Hotel Bar to participate in the
EUKnighted “hoopy hour.”
Both at the Hotel Bar and at the game, donations were
being accepted to benefit the Pennsylvania Soldiers
and Sailors Home, with veterans and active-duty
military members also being given free admission to the
doubleheader. Many prominent figures and faculty were
present at the pre-game event, including Edinboro University
President Dr. Guiyou Huang.
After the games, women’s basketball player Michaela
Barnes, as well as women’s basketball Student Assistant
Coach Isaiah Smiley spoke about the night.
“I think that it’s a really positive event. We went up there
(the Pennsylvania Soldiers and Sailors Home) on Sunday
with the girls and we just talked with some of the veterans,
[and] played bingo with them. It was nice to just sit down
and get to know them,” said Smiley.
Both commented that they hadn’t seen McComb
Fieldhouse that full in years.
This is the second time the two universities have teamed
up for an EUKnighted event.
Jackson Loepp | sports.spectator@gmail.com
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‘Boro and Gannon teamed up to help veterans.

EU women’s basketball took the win 56-52 over Gannon on Feb. 5.
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Women top Gannon, control lead most of the game
By Jackson Loepp
Staff Writer

The Edinboro women’s basketball
team faced off against local rival
Gannon on Feb. 5. The Fighting Scots
would avenge a loss from earlier this
season, winning 56-52.
When the two teams played at
Gannon in early January, the Golden
Knights won by nearly 20. In the
rematch, though, Edinboro was
determined to flip the script.
The game got off to a slow start,
with both teams thriving defensively
in the first quarter. It was an extremely
low scoring affair, ending at 8-3 in
Edinboro’s favor. The second quarter
would see both teams more than double
those scores: Edinboro put up 17 points,
while Gannon put up 19.
Coming back from halftime, the
even skill levels of the two teams was

incredibly apparent. Gannon would
come back to tie the game going into
the fourth.
The Lady Knights had trailed since
their first point of the game, but they
pulled ahead of Edinboro with 6:39
remaining in the final quarter, ramping
up the tension. The crowd roared to
life as Edinboro evened the score with
just over four minutes remaining on the
clock, and McComb Fieldhouse filled
with cheers when the Scots regained the
lead with 3:15 remaining.
“We love when the students come
out and support us,” said team leading
scorer Michaela Barnes. “We were
just talking about this, it’s probably
the biggest crowd that we’ve had here
in a while. And this was a really big
game for us, so the support that we got
from everybody is something we really
needed to pull off this win.”
Pull off the win is exactly what the

Fighting Scots did. The advantage
would bounce back and forth until the
Scots got the lead again with 36 seconds
remaining.
After a series of timeouts and fouls
by Gannon, Rana Elhusseini netted
four free throws to secure a victory for
Edinboro.
Student Assistant Coach Isaiah
Smiley noted how he felt the crowd
affected the team’s play, saying: “it gives
the girls energy, and that energy is
contagious. I think that’s something that
the girls love.”
After the victory, the Fighting
Scots sat at 12-7 overall and 10-5 in
conference play.
They took their win streak to
the road on Saturday to play PittJohnstown. They lost in overtime,
78-71.
Jackson Loepp | @edinboronow

Men lose to Gannon despite close first half
By Sam Bohen
Staff Writer

The Edinboro men’s basketball team lost to Gannon
University on Feb. 5, 74-47. The loss is the 10th straight for
the Fighting Scots, dropping their season record to 5-14
overall and 2-13 in PSAC play.
The win gave Gannon a season sweep of the Scots, of which
both match-ups were part of the EUKnighted series benefiting
the Pennsylvania Soldiers and Sailors Home. This game was
played in front of an incredibly loud McComb Fieldhouse
crowd, which for the first time this season sported a student
section across the court from Boro’s bench.
“There were a few factors we were aware of in that game,”
said Head Coach Pat Cleary. “The first being the crowd,
which helped us. It’s a rivalry game and it’s for a good cause.
All that stuff matters to us.”
Clearly the players on both sides could feel the intensity.
Edinboro won the opening tip and the teams traded jabs early
and often in the rivalry game. Gannon would eventually take
a 15-13 lead with just under 12 minutes left in the first half;
each made shot landed like a prizefighter connecting on a
haymaker.
“It was because of the crowd,” said sophomore Turner Kurt.
“We had a ton of fans in there tonight.”
The cross-county foes would continue to put on a show,
eventually landing at 28-27 in favor of Gannon with 3:55
remaining in the first half. After a media timeout, the Golden
Knights would get hot, going on a 7-0 run and making it 3527. Edinboro would call another timeout, regroup and close
the half at 38-30.
“As a team, we knew we needed to bring it tonight,” Kurt
said. “We brought a lot of energy to the first half.”
Unfortunately for Edinboro, that energy and excitement
would not carry through to the last two quarters. Gannon
would outscore the Fighting Scots 36-17 in the second half,
the 17 points being the lowest Edinboro has scored in any half
of action this season.
“The second half we started off slow, and then it just
spiraled from there,” Kurt said.
The second half was certainly a peculiar one for multiple

Photo: Ben McCullough

EU men’s basketball battled it out against Gannon in the Feb. 5 EUKnighted match. They lost 74-47.
reasons. There was the fact that ‘Boro scored only 17 points.
There was the fact that they didn’t score for nearly 7 and a
half minutes, until a garbage-time 3-pointer with 6 seconds
remaining in the game. There was the fact that both teams
combined for only two buckets in the first five minutes of the
half.
“Frustration sets in,” Cleary said. “We start missing shots
and we start giving up some easy baskets. It can snowball
pretty quickly.”
Kurt would lead the Scots with 13 points, 11 of which came
in the first half. Big man Trey Staunch would contribute 11.
Anthony Allen, who started alongside Staunch in hopes of
dominating the frontcourt, would add five points and four
boards before getting into foul trouble.

A positive note for the Scots going forward: leading scorer
Anthony Coleman returned against Gannon, playing for the
first time after missing the last five games. Coleman would
contribute five points and three rebounds, but was slowly
easing his way back into game action. The return of Coleman
should allow Cleary to send out some more game specific
lineups. If he has the advantage in the backcourt, he can
emphasize that advantage with Coleman and Jaryn Simpson,
if it lies in the frontcourt, he can go with size of Kurt, Staunch
and Allen.
The Scots played at Pitt-Johnstown Feb. 8. They would lose,
98-73, pushing their losing streak to 11.
Sam Bohen | sports.spectator@gmail.com

LAX Preview Fighting Scots go into OT at Pitt-Johnstown, fall 78-71
By Jackson Loepp
Staff Writer

File Photo

Lacrosse starts their season on Sunday. Check
out the preseason preview on EdinboroNow.com.

A five-game winning streak would
end on Saturday night, as the Fighting
Scots women’s basketball team fell
in overtime to the University of
Pittsburgh at Johnstown Mountain
Cats. They would lose 78-71.
It was a rocky start for Edinboro,
with the team only netting 20 percent
of their attempted shots in the first
half. The first quarter would see PittJohnstown obtain a seven point lead,
which they would extend to 11 at the
end of the half.
The Fighting Scots, however, rallied
for a big third quarter that would see
them cut 10 points from their deficit.
At the end of the comeback, Edinboro

trailed by only one, 51-50.
The fourth quarter saw Edinboro
gain the lead for a short while before
the two teams then traded it back and
forth. Ultimately, it ended in a tie. It
would be the Scots’ first overtime game
this year.
When asked how she felt the team
was prepared for overtime, senior
Bridgette Shaffer said: “This was the
first time we were in overtime, so it
was a little different for some of our
inexperienced players, but we have
been in some close games that prepared
us for it.”
In that extra period, Pitt-Johnstown
would gain the lead, and despite a
valiant effort from the Fighting Scots,
the Mountain Cats would hold on for

the win.
“I think we need to take last night’s
loss as a learning opportunity and
not let it defeat us or destroy the
momentum we have built so far,” said
Shaffer. “We’ve been knocked down
before, so we just need to fight even
harder throughout the rest of the
season, especially with playoffs coming
up. It’s kind of a humbling loss because
we need to learn we can’t take any team
lightly, especially with Clarion coming
up on Wednesday.”
After the loss, the women were 10-6
in conference play and 12-8 overall.
They faced Clarion on Wednesday
(after The Spectator’s press deadline).
Jackson Loepp | @edinboronow
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Wrestling registers fourth straight loss
By Paul Petrianni
Assistant Sports Editor

The Edinboro Fighting Scots wrestling team
fell to Lock Haven on Feb. 6, 25-13.
The Scots were attempting to break a streak of
three consecutive dual meet losses, while MidAmerican Conference (MAC) opponent Lock
Haven came in with a 6-5 record.
The bout started off with a heavyweight match
between EU’s Jon Spaulding and Lock Haven’s
Trey Hartsock. Spaulding, a junior, improved
his record to 22-7 after a dominating victory. He
notched three takedowns in the match on his
way to a 9-3 advantage, putting the Scots up 3-0.
Lock Haven would then pull out in front after
winning three consecutive matches on the backs
of their nationally ranked guys. Luke Werner,
ranked No. 8 nationally by InterMat, was
impressive in a win over Lucas Rodriguez.
Meanwhile, Edinboro’s Tye Varndell was
tasked with taking on No. 18 DJ Fehlman.
Varndell put up a great effort, but Fehlman
proved to be too much for the freshman,
winning in a 7-2 decision.
“Tye is learning his way; he hasn’t had an easy
match at all this year,” said Head Coach Matt
Hill. “He is going through the meat grinder as
far as his competition goes.”
Richie Gomez also struggled against the third
member of Lock Haven’s nationally ranked trio,
losing to No. 20 Kyle Shoop on a technical fall.
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Scots fell to Lock Haven 25-13.

At this point, Edinboro had fallen behind 13-3.
The Scots would begin to battle back as
redshirt senior Tyler Vath would grab a tough
decision victory, winning 6-1 over Lock Haven’s
Brock Port. He pulled off takedowns in the
second and third periods. ‘Boro was now back in
striking range, 13-6.
Lock Haven would push the match out of
reach after another three matches went in their
direction. Alex Klucker beat out Peter Pappas,
and Lock Haven’s Austin Bell put on a great
performance in a 6-0 win over Derek Ciavarro.
This pushed the dial too far in Lock Haven’s
direction as they led, 25-5.
Edinboro would finish out the night strong,
however, winning two matches at 184 and 197
pounds.
Redshirt freshman Cody Mulligan would
notch his 15th win on the season, with a
technical fall victory over Ray Bernot, winning
18-1.
The final match of the night had redshirt
senior Dylan Reynolds taking an 8-4 decision
victory over Parker McClellan. With this win,
Reynolds improved his record to 16-9 on the
season.
“We wrestled pretty solid from 149 pounds
all the way up to heavyweight,” said Hill. “We
just had a couple guys that had some bonehead
moves.”
“Those things all add up, and to beat a decent
team you have to have your best guys out there
and [you] need a few upsets,” he said.
With this loss ‘Boro fell to a 9-8 record on
the year and a 3-5 record within the MAC
conference.
They will face University of Michigan later in
the month, a match Hill is looking forward to.
“It’s just opportunity,” he said. “You get to
wrestle some of the better guys in the country.
Jon Spaulding will get to wrestle the No. 2 guy in
the country.”
“We always talk about wrestling the man not
the singlet,” said Hill. “Just because he wrestles
for Michigan doesn’t mean we can’t beat them.”
Paul Petrianni| @edinboronow
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Wresting hosts their last home meet of the season Friday, Feb 21.

Wrestling breaks streak
By Steven McGarvie
Staff Writer

The Edinboro wrestling team used multiple
bonus point victories to get back on track with a
28-18 win over fellow Mid-American Conference
(MAC) member Davidson on Saturday at
McComb Fieldhouse. The Fighting Scots were
victorious in seven out of the 10 weight classes.
They had dropped four straight dual matches
prior to the victory.
Edinboro got off to a rough start as both Lucas
Rodriguez and Richie Gomez surrendered falls to
their Wildcat opponents at 125 and 141 pounds.
At 157 pounds, redshirt sophomore Peter Pappas
set the tone for the rest of the dual as he posted a
dominant 21-6 technical fall over Hunter Costa.
Pappas was glad to put on a show in front of
his home crowd and pick up bonus points for his
team. “It’s awesome. Edinboro has such a great
history in wrestling and the fans are great…I
could hear them yelling the entire time I was
wrestling and it’s a great tradition to be a part of,”
he said.

Pappas improved to 15-12 on the season with
the win, but he isn’t satisfied with his wrestling
quite yet. “I have had some tough losses this
season and things are finally starting to click. I’m
excited to scrap this postseason and make it to
nationals,” he said.
Redshirt sophomore Jacob Oliver made quick
work of his opponent with a 17-1 technical fall in
3:59. He improved his overall record to 20-4.
Tye Varndell, Tyler Vath, Derek Ciavarro and
Jon Spaulding all added wins by decision to help
pace the Fighting Scots, while redshirt senior
Dylan Reynolds received a forfeit at 197 pounds.
With two duals remaining on the schedule,
Edinboro sits at 10-8.
The Fighting Scots return to action next
when they face nationally ranked University
of Michigan on Friday, Feb. 21 at McComb
Fieldhouse. MAC Championships to determine
NCAA Qualifiers will be held on Saturday,
March 7 in DeKalb, Illinois at Northern Illinois
University.
Steven McGarvie | @edinboronow

Scots b-ball struggles continue against Pitt-Johnstown
By Sam Bohen
Staff Writer

The Edinboro University
men’s basketball team kicked
off a two-game road trip with
a loss to the University of
Pittsburgh at Johnstown, 98-73.
The loss brought the Scots to
5-15 overall and 2-14 in PSAC
play.
The Fighting Scots came
out of the gate sizzling hot,
at one point going up by 10
points, 35-25. Pitt-Johnstown
would answer and take a 52-49
halftime lead.
The 49 points scored are the
most in any half this season
by the Scots. That kind of uptempo pace would be crucial
against Pitt-Johnstown, as
the Mountain Cats came into
the match-up as the hottest
shooting team in PSAC play,
hitting nearly 52% on the
season.
“When a team is shooting
lights out like that, we need
to be able to square them
up, one-on-one, and contest
every shot,” said forward Trey
Staunch. “We wanted to try to
run them off the 3-point line.
Teams are going to make tough
shots here and there, but we

can limit them.”
Unfortunately for the Scots,
their strategy didn’t pan out
as hoped. The Mountain Cats
went 9-20 from deep and shot
at a nearly 60 percent clip for
the game.
Staunch would lead the way
for the Fighting Scots, totaling
18 points and seven rebounds.
“I go into every game with
the same mentality, that I’m the
best player at my position,” he
said. “I want to do everything
I can to help our team win.
When we go against a team
that’s very good and very well
coached, I try to come in with
an extra chip on my shoulder.”
Edinboro would also receive
meaningful contributions
from their backcourt pairing
of Jaryn Simpson and Anthony
Coleman. Simpson would
finish with 15 points and
Coleman with 16. The pair
would each bring in five
boards.
As has been the trend for
Edinboro of late, this was a
tale of two halves. In the first,
the Scots found themselves in
a Rocky-esque fight, with the
underdog and favorite trading
blows early and often. Unlike

Rocky however, the underdog
would eventually heed to the
greater force as time wore on.
Against Pitt-Johnstown, the
Scots started the second half
with a marginal deficit, but
came out cold and allowed the
Mountain Cats to build a lead.
Five minutes into the second,
Pitt-Johnstown had pushed
the lead to double-digits, and
the Scots would only be able
to get as close as seven for the
remainder of the game.
“We need to play with the
same energy and fire we do
in the first half,” Staunch said.
“The second half is where
games are won and lost, and if
we want to get a win, we need
to bring that same energy.
We’re struggling right now, but
we just need to find a way to
play with energy and passion.”
Edinboro’s 11-game losing
streak is tied for the longest in
school history, but they have
perhaps their best opportunity
to snap it against the 4-19
Clarion Golden Eagles on
Wednesday Feb. 12 (after The
Spectator’s press deadline).
Sam Bohen
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Men’s tennis is 2-1 early on in the 2020 season.
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Tennis beats Ashland, 6-1
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

ERIE, Pa. – It may have come a day late, but
Edinboro men’s tennis coach Kody Duncan will
take it. His Fighting Scots presented him with
the perfect birthday present, a win. Duncan’s
birthday was on Saturday, but Edinboro dropped
a 6-1 decision to Hillsdale. Playing for the second
straight day, Edinboro won by the identical 6-1
score over Ashland at Edinboro’s indoor home,
the Westwood Racquet Club.
The win boosted Edinboro to 2-1 while
Ashland is now 3-1. The Fighting Scots are ranked
third in the ITA Atlantic Region rankings.
Edinboro would gain the doubles point thanks
to wins at number one and three doubles. Nils
Plutat and Tommy Hsu gained the advantage with
a 7-6 tiebreaker win at number one doubles.
The Fighting Scots then won five of six singles
matches, with four coming in straight sets. Plutat
improved to 11-2 at number one singles with a
6-4, 6-4 win. Duncan made a subtle change in the
lineup, switching third and fourth singles. Kaio
Sacchi won 6-4, 6-4 at number three, and Ruben
Acuna slid back to fourth and won a 6-4, 6-2
decision.

Billy Chang would prevail in a long three-set
match at number five singles, 4-6, 6-3, 10-7. At
number six singles, Jorge Benette prevailed 6-2,
6-1.
EDINBORO 6, ASHLAND 1
Sunday, Feb. 9
Westwood Racquet Club
Erie, Pa.
SINGLES
Nils Plutat (EU) def. Stuart Brdicka (AU) 6-4,
6-4
Priyank Soni (AU) def. Tommy Hsu (EU) 6-4,
6-1
Kaio Sacchi (EU) def. Jordan Phelps (AU) 6-4,
6-4
Ruben Acuna (EU) def. Tche Kun Teng (AU)
6-4, 6-2
Billy Chang (EU) def. Hung Huynh (AU) 4-6,
6-3, 10-7
Jorge Benette (EU) def. Jacob Hoffman (AU)
6-2, 6-1
DOUBLES
Plutat/Hsu (EU) def. Brdicka/Phelps (AU) 7-6
Teng/Huynh (AU) def. Acuna/Chang (EU) 6-2
Sacchi/Benette (EU) def. Soni/Hoffman (AU)
6-4

Nils Plutat PSAC Men’s Tennis Athlete of Week
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

LOCK HAVEN, Pa. – Edinboro University’s
Nils Plutat has been named the PSAC Men’s
Tennis Athlete of the Week for the week
ending Feb. 9. The PSAC actually included the
fall results, as well, while choosing the first
Athlete of the Week this year.
A native of Sauerlach, Bavaria, Plutat is off
to a fast start. Edinboro opened its dual season
just over a week ago and had two duals this
past weekend. The Fighting Scots are off to a
2-1 start, defeating Walsh, 4-3, before falling
to Hillsdale this past Saturday by a 6-1 score,
and defeating Ashland on Sunday by the
identical 6-1 score. Plutat has won all three of
his singles matches in those duals, along with
two of three doubles matches.
The sophomore enjoyed an impressive
fall campaign, winning the PSAC singles
championship and teaming with Tommy
Hsu to capture the doubles crown, as well. In

singles, he defeated number two seed Unai
Gonzalez of Mercyhurst in the semifinals
in a rematch of the ITA Atlantic Regional
semifinals a week earlier, in which Gonzalez
prevailed.
This time Plutat emerged as the winner
by a 7-5, 6-1 score. He met Mercyhurst’s
Ruairdh Fraser in the finals. The Laker had
match point after winning the first set 6-2 and
leading 5-2 in the second. Plutat rallied to win
the second set 7-5, then claimed the third set
10-5.
Plutat and Hsu were the number two seed
in doubles. They won a tight 9-8 (2) decision
over the Mercyhurst duo of Ruairdh Fraser/
Arseniy Skyarov in the semifinals, then would
coast to an 8-1 win over Nagid Walle/Robin
Luetzig of Bloomsburg in the finals.
Plutat is off to an 11-2 start in singles
action, playing number one singles, and is 5-3
in doubles action. He was named the 2019
ITA Atlantic Region Rookie of the Year.
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Tinder adds new panic button
to increase user safety
By Rhiannon Pushchak
Music Editor

In this day and age, there’s a serious issue
with people not understanding what the word
“no” means, or in guilting someone into doing
something and calling it consent (it’s actually
blackmail). And sometimes when dating, a
person can just give off a bad energy in how
they speak, or they can display problematic
tendencies that someone just doesn’t feel right
about.
I’ve had some unfortunate experiences of
my own when it comes to online dating. On
one occasion, a man got violently upset with
me; I agreed to get coffee with him, something
that seems innocent enough, but he had some
choice words for me after I said “yes” that were
absolutely baffling.
What would happen if I did follow through
with that date? Would I have been in serious
danger?
Popular app Tinder is making strides to
combat this by adding a “panic button” in case
someone does not feel safe during a date or
hookup.
The app is following in the footsteps of
Uber after they added a similar feature in the
previous months. The Tinder button comes
with the assistance of Noonlight, which is
another app that notifies authorities and
provides a person’s location when they’re in an
unsafe situation. Users will have to download
both apps in order to utilize the button. This is

meant to push users to get the help they need
discreetly without raising suspicion during the
date.
Tinder also introduced new anti-catfishing
measures. Users with a blue checkmark have
passed a verification test, according to The
Verge, in which users “take a selfie in real time
that matches a pose shown by a model in a
sample image.” The Tinder community team
then verifies.
As of right now, these features are only
available to Tinder users in the U.S. Other sites
owned by the same conglomerate as Tinder,
such as Plenty of Fish, Hinge, and OkCupid,
are projected to add these features to their apps
as well.
These features are extremely important to
have as there is a serious issue in our culture
where rape and abuse happens to millions
of people every day. If a person has an
unnatural temper, is too handsy and a person
isn’t comfortable with it, or, unfortunately,
something much worse happens, these
additions aid users in getting them the help
they deserve. Eventually, and hopefully, these
actions will help end the idea that consent is
not needed.
It is very reassuring to see that dating apps
like these are keeping safety in mind for their
users; it just makes one wish more companies
would have the same mindset.
Rhiannon Pushchak | @edinboronow

Photo: Aaron Lavinksy/Minneapolis Star Tribune/TNS

A Spectator writer shares her feelings about Tinder’s new panic button feature.
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Majority of election sites in battleground
states lack validation, McAfee finds

By Gopal Ratnam
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — A vast majority of
election-related websites operated by local
governments in battleground states lack a key
feature that would help distinguish them from
those run by commercial entities or criminal
hackers, a site that ends in .gov as opposed
to .com or other extensions, according to
cybersecurity research firm McAfee.
Of 1,117 counties in 13 key states, which
account for 201 of the 270 Electoral College
votes that determine the winner of presidential
contests, 83.3% didn’t have the .gov validation,
McAfee found.
When government websites operate using
.com or other domain extensions, it becomes
easy for foreign adversaries to put up fake sites
that imitate government websites and to mount
disinformation campaigns aimed at misleading
voters, said Steve Grobman, McAfee’s chief
technology officer.
“If we look at the battleground states, the local
election websites are still not operating with the
level of security we’d expect,” Grobman told CQ
Roll Call. “We see the vast majority are not using
.gov, meaning that normal citizens may not be
able to identify if an election website is real or
not. And only half of them use encryption, so
information they’re transmitting is not secure.”
Attackers trying to mislead voters could set
up fake websites ending in .com or .us or other
domain extensions, similar to those used by local
agencies, making them hard to distinguish from
authentic ones, Grobman said.
If all government websites, from federal
agencies to local governments, operated only with
a .gov domain, then a nationwide campaign could
educate citizens and voters to trust only .gov
websites, Grobman said.
Minnesota was the worst offender, with 95.4%
of its sites lacking the .gov extension, while Texas,
Michigan, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Ohio were
among the states where more than 80% of sites
had no validation through the .gov extension,
McAfee found.
In Iowa and New Hampshire, two key
states that hold the first caucus and primary,
respectively, to pick a party’s presidential
candidate, significant majorities of sites lacked
the .gov extension, McAfee found. In Iowa,
88.9% operate without .gov, while 90% of New
Hampshire sites lack one.
More than two-thirds of Arizona’s websites
had the .gov extension, making it the state with
the most validation. Still, because one-third of the
state’s sites lacked the .gov extension, “hundreds
of thousands of voters could still be subjected to
disinformation schemes,” McAfee said.
The Department of Homeland Security’s

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency, or CISA, and some lawmakers have been
urging state and local agencies to boost security
measures.
“We encourage organizations to move to the
.gov domain,” Christopher Krebs, director of
CISA, told reporters last week after completing
an election security exercise with state and local
governments. “We do think that between now
and the election, there may be other security
measures we can put in place like multifactor
authentication on key administrator accounts
and ensuring that websites have ‘https’ (prefixes).
Ultimately, we’d like everyone in government to
be on the .gov domain.”
To obtain a .gov extension, local governments
have to get permission from the U.S. government.
A bipartisan bill under consideration in the
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee would require CISA to come
up with a plan to migrate all government agencies
to the .gov domain. The legislation is sponsored
by Sen. Gary Peters, D-Mich., and backed by
Sens. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.; Maggie Hassan,
D-N.H.; Ron Johnson, R-Wis.; Roy Blunt, R-Mo.;
and James Lankford, R-Okla.
The .gov extension is a top-level domain
name administered by the General Services
Administration and available only for U.S. federal,
state and local government agencies. Domain
names for foreign government agencies typically
use .gov, followed by an abbreviation of the
country name.
Some U.S. federal agencies follow a different
naming convention for their websites. The
Pentagon and military services, for example, use
the .mil extension.
Nearly half of the local government election
websites also lacked another key security feature
that’s denoted by “https” in front of a website’s
address, McAfee found. Instead, 46.6% of the
local government sites were operating with
only an “http,” which means that data flows in
and out of those websites in an unencrypted
form, potentially leaving them vulnerable to
manipulation.
In Iowa and New Hampshire, about 30%
of election websites operate without the https
feature, McAfee found.
Top technology companies, including Google,
tell developers that all websites should be
protected with the https technology. Without
the secure layer, intruders can tamper with
communications between users and websites and
trick users into giving up sensitive information,
Google warned developers last year.
All information that flows between users and
websites, including images, cookies, scripts and
HTML, can be exploited without https, Google
said.

In aftermath of New Hampshire results, a scramble for black votes
By Janet Hook
Los Angeles Times

MANCHESTER, N.H. — What’s one
thing Bernie Sanders, Pete Buttigieg and Amy
Klobuchar all have in common, other than the
fact they each had a good showing in Tuesday’s
New Hampshire primary?
They all come from mostly white states and
have little history of electoral success with black
voters. They now have only a few weeks to try to
change that.
With the continued decline of Joe Biden’s
candidacy, which endured a miserably bad night
in New Hampshire, African Americans, a crucial
Democratic constituency, may now be up for
grabs to an extent that has not been true in a
Democratic primary in many years.
As a result, black voters could be positioned
to decide who becomes the next Democratic
nominee. But unless Biden can pull off a huge
reversal of his current fate, they may well be
choosing among candidates whom many in the
African American community have doubted.
“None of them have a long, deep history of
support and work with the African American
community,” said Cornell Belcher, a Democratic
pollster who worked with President Obama’s
campaign.
“If Biden does collapse, it will be a free-for-all
for the support of the minority vote, which I
think is a good thing for minorities to have a big
field competing for their vote.”
Polls have shown that at least so far, black
voters have preferred Biden over other 2020
presidential candidates by a wide margin, which
he hopes will keep his campaign on track with
a big win in South Carolina’s Feb. 29 primary,
where some 60% of the primary electorate is
black.
That’s why Biden traveled to South Carolina
to kick off his campaign there Tuesday night

rather than hang around New Hampshire for the
disappointing results.
Speaking to supporters in Columbia, S.C.,
Biden minimized the significance of the results
in Iowa and New Hampshire, saying it was more
important to hear from more diverse states like
Nevada and South Carolina.
“We just heard from the first two of 50 states,”
Biden said. “Not all the nation, not half the
nation. Not a quarter of the nation, not 10%. Two.
Where I come from, that’s the opening bell, not
the closing bell.”
“Up till now, we haven’t heard from the most
committed constituents in the Democratic
Party, the African American community or the
fastest growing segment of society, the Latino
community.”
Biden enjoys a reservoir of good will among
black voters largely because of his eight years as
President Barack Obama’s vice president, but that
support may prove to be more wide than deep.
Perhaps even more than other Democrats,
black voters are intensely focused on finding
a candidate who can defeat President Donald
Trump. In the wake of Biden’s weak showing,
there are already signs that his support among
blacks is eroding, and that the two billionaire
candidates are gaining at his expense.
A new Quinnipiac University national poll
released Monday showed Biden’s share of the
black vote had dropped to 27%, from 51% in
December.
Former New York Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg came in second place, nipping at
Biden’s heels with 22%. In South Carolina, Bay
Area billionaire Tom Steyer is courting black
voters and has jumped into second place in many
polls.
In South Carolina, Steyer has hired black
staff, talked of the urgency of reparations for
descendants of enslaved people, and won the
endorsement of Johnnie Cordero, the head of the

Democratic Black Caucus of South Carolina.
Bloomberg ran an ad during the Super Bowl
that touted his gun control record and featured
a black mother grieving the death of her son by
gunshots.
The irony of the 2020 cycle is that Biden’s hold
on African American voters made it difficult for
the two black candidates in the race to succeed.
And now that Biden might be losing his grip,
both black candidates, Sens. Cory Booker of New
Jersey and Kamala Harris of California, have
dropped out of the race.
In October, when the weakness of Biden’s
campaign had begun to worry some Democrats,
Booker said in a speech at the National Press Club
that if the party was looking for an alternative to
Biden, they should be sure it would be someone
who could attract black voters.
“In a party and a country that is only becoming
more diverse, the ability to build multiracial,
multiethnic coalitions is not a nice-to-have, it’s a
job requirement,” Booker said.
Biden highlighted the political importance
of the black electorate in Friday’s debate
in New Hampshire. “No one has ever won
the nomination without being able to get
overwhelming support from the African
American community,” he said. “And so far, no
one’s been doing that but me.”
Sanders’ unsuccessful 2016 campaign was
criticized for drawing little minority support. In
the South Carolina Democratic primary against
Hillary Clinton, he won just 14% of black voters,
according to exit polls.
This time around, he has worked to improve
his outreach among Latinos and blacks in 2020,
especially among younger voters. But still, he
drew just 19% of blacks in the Quinnipiac poll.
Buttigieg, the former mayor of South Bend,
Ind., and Klobuchar, the senior senator from
Minnesota, have each done significantly worse in
polls of black voters.

Buttigieg has come under heavy criticism for
his handling of race relations in South Bend.
Controversy has dogged him over the 2012 firing
of the city’s black police chief and a fatal shooting
of a black man by a white police officer.
He seemed uncharacteristically tense when
questioned at Friday’s New Hampshire debate
about racial discrepancies in South Bend arrests
for marijuana possession. He has offered a broad
plan to address systemic racism, but the outreach
has yet to bear fruit.
Klobuchar’s record as a tough-on-crime
prosecutor, the job she held before being elected
to the Senate in 2006, is just now beginning to
come under scrutiny.
A recent Associated Press investigation
suggested that a black teenager her office put in
jail for life might have been innocent. And during
an interview Tuesday on “The View,” Klobuchar
was challenged for prosecuting no killings by
police officers during her eight years as a county
attorney.
Bloomberg also has many points of
vulnerability with black voters, especially relating
to his advocacy of aggressive “stop and frisk”
policing practices while he was mayor. Hoping
to put that issue behind him, he has apologized,
something he did again Tuesday after an audio
clip surfaced of him in 2015 defending stop and
frisk in blunt terms.
“I have apologized for taking too long to
understand the impact of stop and frisk on black
and Latino communities,” he said on Twitter. “I
inherited stop and frisk. In an effort to stop gun
violence, it was overused. I cut it back by 95%. I
should have cut it back sooner.”
That may not be enough to put the issue to
bed.
“There has to be more than apology,” Bakari
Sellers, a South Carolina Democrat who backed
Harris’ presidential campaign, said on Twitter.
“Must be atonement as well.”
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An open letter to Edinboro University
By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

Dear Edinboro University,
65% of your student community is female, according to your
statistics. But there could be even more students that deal with
menstruating — there are nonbinary, genderqueer and gender
fluid students, and there are trans women who do not get a
period and trans men who do.
I think that you’re failing the part of the community that deals
with periods by not providing better options in your bathrooms.
Some bathrooms I’ve been in throughout my time here are
amazing. They have pads and tampons stocked for whoever
needs them. Others have trash cans in the stalls, which are
beneficial (no one wants to walk a used tampon or pad out of the
stall). Then some bathrooms have neither.
The school should follow Syracuse University’s example and
stock tampons and pads in all the bathrooms (both men’s and
women’s) on campus. Each bathroom wouldn’t need an entire
pack, but enough to help students out in case their period comes
unexpectedly or they can’t afford period products at the time.
Some people have irregular periods. Some people get so
stressed out that they delay their periods. Some people are
dealing with health issues that affect their cycle. Some people
may have been too busy or flustered with school work to realize
their cycle was coming.
Keeping products stocked would help these students when
their period comes. Instead of freaking out and hoping they still
have some products in their bags, or trying to ask friends, they
could simply find them in the bathroom, easing their struggle.
As someone who deals with irregular periods often, having

File Photo
to ask anyone I can find for a product, or digging through my
bag hoping I have something because class just started or I’m
running late, is not a fun feeling.
Naturally, I run late to most things, knowing I could have
been on time, but wasn’t because I had to spend time in the
bathroom begging friends to bring me supplies or hitting up
anyone I know enough to be comfortable to ask for a pad is
horrible.
The only time for me that I did not deal with this on campus
was when I was in Loveland last year, I started to freak out and
when I left the stall to go ask around I saw a table with pads and
tampons and I breathed a sigh of relief.
Pads and tampons need to be in all bathrooms on this

Baseball’s steroid era was bad, but
the Astros cheat was organized crime
By Bill Dwyre
Los Angeles Times

Baseball has been the background music of my life.
Now, thanks to the Houston Astros and their signstealing cheat, I’m humming a different tune.
I grew up in a Wisconsin town just big enough to
have minor league baseball. The team name was the
Indians, and nobody gave that a second thought. They
were a Class-D Dodgers farm team; they played in a
park a bike ride away, with a roof over the bleachers
and walls with vines. One of their stars was a catcher
named John Roseboro, and, years later, in the big
leagues, he was hit on the head with a bat by the
Giants’ Juan Marichal. My hometown hated Marichal.
Probably still does. Baseball creates impenetrable
loyalty.
When I was barely old enough to drive, I scraped
together enough money to take my great-aunt to a
Milwaukee Braves game. Yes, Braves, not Brewers.
These were the Braves of the National League, of
Warren Spahn, Hank Aaron and Eddie Mathews, the
Braves of the 1957 (won) and ‘58 (lost) World Series,
both against the Yankees.
Great-Aunt Dora, in her 80s, navigated the stadium
stairs and saw her hero, Aaron, get fooled on a downand-out curveball, flick his wrists and hit it into
the right-field bleachers anyway. We talked about it
forever after that. She was well into her 90s when she
died in a nursing home, within reach of the little radio
that brought her every game and every flick of Aaron’s
wrists.
College led me to my first newspaper job, which
was only a temporary distraction from baseball. I
married a woman whose mother had spent long hours
sitting in her family’s fishing boat in Wisconsin’s
Little Sturgeon Bay, listening to a transistor radio
and Earl Gillespie (our Vin Scully) bringing her every
pitch of her beloved Braves. My mother-in-law was a
star writer at the Sheboygan Press in the town where
I grew up. I was 60 miles away at the Journal, in
Milwaukee, and she wasn’t happy when I wrote about
her beloved baseball team, by then the Brewers of the
early 1970s. I wasn’t always gentle. At that point, the
lure of tough journalism outweighed any devotion for
a home team, or the game itself.
I wrote about Bud Selig’s driving ambition,
for instance, to return a major league team to his
city. The Braves had left for Atlanta in 1966. The
characterization of Selig as too corporate and
relentless was always a bit incomplete. He was, first, a
fan, like the rest of us. The difference was that, when
the Braves left, he did something about it. I sat with
him in hotel hallways as major league owners met
behind closed doors. I told him about my great-aunt
and Aaron’s wrist homer. He waited to collar one
or two owners and make his pitch for Milwaukee.
Mostly, they just walked past him.
Eventually, Selig got his way and became president
of the Milwaukee Brewers. He visited the press box

often. He said he was checking on us reporters.
Actually, he was hanging out with us. He always
smoked a big, ugly, smelly cigar. I amused myself
by mentioning it in just about every story I wrote. I
referred to it, accurately, as “a big, ugly, smelly cigar.”
He feigned anger. One day, it was real. His wife, tired
of my cigar reports, ordered him to quit.
A few owners who had walked past him in those
hotel lobbies were still around in 1992, when Selig
became commissioner of Major League Baseball.
He was the boss until 2015 and still retains the title
of commissioner emeritus. Now, he must be sitting
in his office in Milwaukee, brow wrinkled, and, like
me, wondering if the sport we thought we knew so
well and loved so completely can retain its mystical
wonders, its power as an influencer. I eventually
went to a bigger paper, the Los Angeles Times. I
wrote about baseball’s trials, steroids, ending an
All-Star game in a tie, new playoff formats. I suffered
with millions of LA fans over Dodger owner Frank
McCourt and how to get rid of him. But none of that
prepared me for the Houston scandal.
Steroid use is probably more serious but less
conspiratorial than what the Astros did. Electronic
sign stealing is unsettling, and what wasn’t high tech
is disconcerting in its stupidity: garbage can banging?
An assumption that nobody would squeal, even after
they went to another team? Steroid users were on
their own. The Astros were a gang, organized crime.
Almost worse: An entire baseball team adopted a
philosophy that should be anathema to baseball. They
decided seeking any edge was worth it, no matter the
moral and ethical damage. The bad behavior may
have leaked over to the Red Sox; it may have robbed
the Dodgers of a championship.
In my twilight years, as a sports columnist,
baseball’s background music kept playing for me. I
heard it when I talked to class acts in the game, such
as Mike Trout, Clayton Kershaw, Torii Hunter, Howie
Kendrick and Mike Scioscia. I thought I was dealing
with the same when I spoke, less frequently but often
enough, with Astros stars George Springer, Jose
Altuve and Alex Bregman.
I apparently was wrong. None of them has fessed
up, which for me only accelerates the presumption of
guilt. They need not wonder what will appear in the
first paragraph of their obits.
The Astros say now they will apologize as a team
at spring training (pitchers and catchers arrive in
Florida this week). It will be too little, too late.
Now, I will think about the joy of watching
Hunter in the clubhouse, a true leader, about the
underrated Kendrick becoming a postseason hero. I
will think about my grandson, a high school catcher
in Maryland who believes that calling the right pitch
and blocking balls in the dirt is the best thing in life.
And I will think about my great-aunt, gone now some
40 years, and how much Aaron’s quick-wrist homer
thrilled her.
Maybe then, the music will come back.

campus, many things can influence a period (stress, birth
control, etc) and women aren’t the only one that get periods. Not
only would keeping pads and tampons in all bathrooms help
out the population, but it would also make sure there is a better
chance of supplies being available to those that need them and
it would make the conversation about periods more noticeable,
why are periods still taboo when so many people deal with them?
I hope you consider helping your students out ‘Boro.
Sincerely,
Someone who hopes to see period equality
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

Beyond #OscarsSoWhite,
Hollywood needs to confront
historic racism on the big screen
By Jordan
Walker-Pearlman
Los Angeles Times

Around the time I was 13, in the
early 1980s, I started watching movie
screeners with my uncle, Gene Wilder.
The screeners, sent from the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences,
were provided to academy members for
consideration of Oscar nominations.
Gene had been a member since being
nominated for best supporting actor
for “The Producers” in 1969. We would
binge watch 20 or 30 over a month
before he began voting.
Throughout my childhood I was in
love with movies and enthralled with
classic American and international
films. But I slowly soured on the
American ones.
Nearly without fail, whenever
my uncle and I would pop a classic
movie into the VHS player, some
ruinous and racist image of the happy
bellhop, cheerful slave or servant,
seldom speaking but ready to tap
dance, would emerge. Gene could see
the disappointment in my face and
know I was thinking about the pain
these images would cause me and the
African American side of my family.
The new films we watched in the
1980s were not much better. Many
came with new stereotypical images
or an absolute neglect of people of
color. Gene grew to understand this
issue well through one of the men
he admired most personally and
professionally, Sidney Poitier, who
became an early mentor to me. My
uncle and I talked about this problem
nearly every year around Oscar season.
Then, as now, the issue was not
about creating an awards quota, but
the lack of equal opportunity for
people of color to create and exist
within this art form on both sides of
the camera.
When I was nominated to join the
academy in the director category in
the early 2000s (under its previous
system), I declined. It was not easy,

since my life has been a love affair
with cinema. But it never occurred to
me to accept. Joining that club at that
time would mean agreeing to, or at
least acquiescing to, the organization’s
blatant disregard of negative
images and its neglect of inclusive
opportunity.
It’s important to understand that
this isn’t about blaming an earlier
generation for views common in its
day or asking artists to know what
tomorrow’s sensitivities might be.
Those earlier characterizations of
people of color in movies were not
merely cases of harmless ignorance,
but a form of cultural violence. They
were consciously created to legitimize
hateful attitudes and make acceptable
levels of social oppression with full
knowledge of their effect.
The academy, an organization
that has its origins as a marketing
instrument, knew just as the studios
knew exactly what images they wanted
to put out into the world and into
American commerce.
I would never suggest that such
scenes be removed from films (much
as any attractive or competent images
of African Americans were removed
for theaters in the South, while the
running time of happy slaves was
lengthened) or that any of these films
be censored or denied recognition for
their storytelling.
But it is my strong hope that the
academy, which is opening its own
museum in Los Angeles, will honestly
confront its own history and role. The
museum could include a permanent
exhibit that shows the painful images
on the big screen that were used to
support and maintain a system of
dehumanization. Certainly, many
academy members would decry such
a history when it exists in fields and
institutions outside our own medium.
The academy needs to embrace, not
fear, inclusion. The demand that the
cinema ref lect all of us won’t go away,
because it still has the power to tell us
who we are.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name and phone
number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before publication.
The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements. Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
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Superintendent Search

By Richard Scaletta
General McLane
School District Superintendent

I would like to start this week by saying
“Thank You” to the many people who have
sent emails, texts, social media posts and
personal congratulations on my intended
retirement at the end of this year. It has been
truly humbling to hear so many kind words
from so many people.
Now that it is known that my position
will be vacant, many people are wondering
how it will be filled. This week, I thought
I would explain some things about the
superintendency and the process to occupy
the office.
To become a superintendent, three things
must happen: you must have the academic
credentials; you must be elected by a board
of education of a school district; and you
must take an oath before a judge of the
Court of Common Pleas, or the Secretary of
Education.
In terms of credentials, the state

by a majority vote (five votes) at a legally
advertised meeting of the board. There
are no requirements of how a school board
must conduct a search, nor is there even a
requirement that a search be conducted for
the position. A board could simply say, we
want to appoint this person.
Most boards, though, as will ours,
conduct a search. Advertising is done in
publications read by school administrators
who would have the credentials to apply for
the job. Since the applicant pool is going
to be restricted to those with the academic
credential, advertising the position directly
to that pool makes the most sense.
A few years ago, we hired consultants to
help us develop a best practice hiring system
for teachers and other employees, using a
point system tied to job duties. That process
has been bringing us excellent employees,
and the board plans to use it in the process
to find a new superintendent.
Once the board selects the person they
want to lead the district, they will put it

controls certification for instructional and

to a vote at a meeting in late April or early

administrative positions. Some district

May. They will issue a contract for 3-5 years,

employees possess various certifications,

in accordance with state regulations that

such as a CDL license or a technology

specify these terms as the only acceptable

certification, which may be done under the

for a superintendent’s contract. Once

auspices of various agencies. But only the

approved, that person will then make an

state Department of Education controls

appointment with a judge of the Court of

the certification for all instructional

Common Pleas, who will administer the

employees. A certification from the state

oath of office. Once the judge signs a form

to teach English, for example, means that

attesting that the oath was taken, it will

a university has verified that the student

be sent to the state where the Secretary of

has taken the courses and demonstrated

Education will issue a commission for the

the skills and competencies the state has

new superintendent.

outlined to be an English teacher. (The

superintendents are commissioned officers

English teacher certification approved by

of the state. The commission will expire at

the state.)

the end of the contract with the possibility
renews a superintendent’s contract, he or

be engaged in to earn certification to

she must again take the oath of office and

become a principal, and beyond that, a

go through the commissioning process with

superintendent. The academic qualification

the state.

eligibility.” There is no actual letter, just a
line added on the certificate. Anyone who

them their vehicles and
equipment.
“When you guys see
us out and about in the

community, we want you
to remember that we’re
here to help you,” said Erie
Police Lieutenant Jamie
Russo. “We’re not just here
to get you in trouble.”

McKean Elementary students
participate in Special Olympics
cross-country ski event

person responsible for a school district.
Districts are required by law to have a
superintendent — but just one at a time. So,

have this “letter of eligibility.”

at midnight on June 30, my commission will
expire, and on July 1, the commission of my

having the job. With the certificate, a board

successor will become active. The reins will

of education must then appoint the person

be passed on.
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Students from McKean Elementary’s

General McLane High School junior wins
first chair in state jazz ensemble
A General McLane High School student
was selected as first chair for the PMEA
State Jazz Ensemble in April.
Joe Preston, a junior at the high school
and a trombone player, was chosen from
a pool of students that submitted audition
recordings in January.
The audition included recordings of four
Jazz etudes and improvisational recordings.
“He worked really hard for this,” said
Jacob Malec, GMHS band teacher. “This is
such a great thing for him.”
The PMEA State Conference is April
22-25 in the Poconos, Pennsylvania area.
The only other student from northwestern
Pennsylvania to earn a seat was from
McDowell High School.

coordinated with the
department.
“We look at this as
improving physical
education, mental
education — it’s
everything,” she said.
Police officers spoke to
third and fourth graders
about their equipment,
what their role is in the
community, and showed

The state is really big on having just one

applies for a superintendent’s position must
Without it, there is no possibility of

A group of officials
from the Erie Police
Department came to
McKean Elementary
on Feb. 7 to work on
relationship building and
to share information about
what they do.
Lisa Roberts, McKean
Elementary physical
education teacher,
arranged the visit and

of being renewed by the board. If the board

additional courses and internships can

for superintendent is known as a “letter of

Erie Police builds relationships with
McKean Elementary Students

Many people don’t realize it, but

university has to have their program for

Once a teaching certificate is achieved,

Contributed Photo

practiced and refined their skiing skills with

autistic support class participated in the

Lisa Roberts in gym class each week and

Special Olympics’ annual cross country ski

showed off their skills.

meet on Feb. 6 at Peek n’ Peak Resort in
Clymer, New York.
The students were the youngest
participants in the local event. The students

“It is my hope that more General McLane
students will become involved with Special
Olympics Erie,” said Ami Iaquinta, autistic
support teacher at McKean Elementary.
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