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EU set to divest
from Porreco
The university looks
to move 2nd campus
closer to Erie in
cost-saving move
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Edinboro University will divest from
Porreco College over the next two years,
according to an email sent out to students of
the university. While the fate of the 20-plusacre property is currently unknown, this
move intends to “reduce our costs” as a
university.
EU Vice President for Marketing and
Communications Angela Burrows said in a
separate email: “Edinboro University, along
with many of its sister institutions in the
State System, has developed a plan to position
itself for a strong future. That plan, which is
preliminary, calls for a number of changes
that will positively affect Edinboro’s ability
to best serve its students and the broader
community. Divesting of the University’s
West 38th Street property in favor of an
Edinboro presence closer to Erie is among
those changes.”
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New congress members of EUSGA were sworn in at the Feb. 12 meeting.

Photo: Shayma Musa

Porreco College is located on West
38th Street in Erie.
The presence closer to Erie is also
mentioned in the student email and in
relation to the ongoing rumor and debate
surrounding establishing a community
college in Erie. It reads: “Ongoing
conversations between Erie County
government, Commonwealth officials and

See Porreco, Page 2

EUSGA fields concerns
Gifts marching band new uniforms
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Edinboro University Student Government
Association (EUSGA) met on Wednesday, Feb.
12 at 6 p.m. in Compton 107A.
The meeting began with the swearing
in of new vice president Katie Lentz. The
parliamentarian position remains open, while
Garrett Christofferson and Elric LaValle were
sworn in as congress members. All three were

appointed to their positions after the election that
took place between Jan. 29 and Feb. 12.
After the swearing in, the previous meeting
notes were approved.
“In response to some of your concerns at the
last congress meeting, I add in some flexibility
and clarification to the amendments,” said

See EUSGA, Page 2

President Washington’s life Annual student research event accepting applications
By Nathan Brennan
celebrated in ‘Boro lecture
By Chloe Roberts
Contributing Writer

With Presidents Day
just around the corner, the
Jefferson Educational Society
knew how to commemorate
the occasion.
On Tuesday, Feb. 11,
Richard Jay Arthur spoke
at Edinboro University to
celebrate first U.S. President
George Washington’s life
in Pennsylvania. Arthur, a
veteran Army officer of 23
years, was eager to share
his life’s passion with the
audience. He discussed
Washington’s time in
Pennsylvania at length —
from his first diplomatic
mission in 1753, all the
way through 1798, where
he returned once more to
provide military advice to
the Adams administration.
Arthur began his
presentation in the audience,
saying: “When he was just
a very young man, George
Washington wanted to
become part of the Virginia
gentry. He made plans to
work himself out of his
upper-middle class status to
become part of the elite. As
an adolescent, he wrote out
rules, [and] tried to prepare
a path so that he could
become a major landowner,
a major slave-owner, a
member of the Virginia
militia, and a member of the
House of Burgesses.”
He continued: “That was
the path that he planned

for himself. But, in time,
he became the father of our
country. George Washington
had walked quite different
paths from the ones he had
planned as a young man.”
As he ascended the stage,
he fixed on the audience
with a knowing look, as if to
say: now, doesn’t that sound
familiar?
Arthur also shared
his belief that George
Washington was the “best
traveled — most extensively
traveled of all the Founding
Fathers,” having been to
all of the 13 states. He also
explained that the paths
he took led him through
the heart of our very own
Pennsylvania.
“Here, he was tested. Here,
he was given opportunity.
Here, he made himself into
the man that we’ve come to
revere as our most important
person in American history.”
Arthur set the tone
of the presentation with
lighthearted quips about
Washington’s first diplomatic
mission.
“His instruction was
to deliver a letter to the
French with the very
simple message: leave.
Washington left in the fall
with a very experienced
guide, recommended by
(Robert) Dinwiddie, a man

See Lecture, Page 2
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Executive Editor

Many events at Edinboro University are
student-focused, allowing them the chance
to lead and to work on their skills before
graduation.
One such event is the annual Celebration
of Scholarship, which will be hosted in Van
Houten North Dining Hall on April 15.
According to Dr. Patricia Claster, chair of
the planning committee: “The Celebration
of Scholarship is an annual academic
conference held every spring semester
at Edinboro that gives graduate and

undergraduate students the opportunity
to present their research, scholarship and
works of creativity in collaboration with
faculty mentors and peers. Students create
posters displaying their work and field
questions from members of the Edinboro
community.”
Involved in the event since its inception,
and additionally serving as the chair for the
last four, Claster has found the experience
worthwhile.
“As someone who has taught social
scientific research methods for over
a decade, I am strongly committed to
working with students and helping them

turn their interests and ideas into research
projects for presentation and publication.
I take a lot of pride in this event; it gives us
the opportunity to show off the awesome
work our students are doing. It’s the reason
we are all here.”
Part of her duties include “organizing
the poster session, planning the event,
advertising, reviewing submissions from
students, contacting faculty advisers, and
much more,” she explained.

See Celebration, Page 3

Peer Responders program
trains mental health help
By Thomas Taylor
Copy Editor

The Ghering Health
and Wellness Center
announced in an email sent
out to students Jan. 27 that
it is continuing the Peer
Responders Program which
debuted in the Fall of 2019.
“This program is designed
to prepare students to help
others in need and to be able
to handle any concerning
situations in a professional
and prepared manner. For
example, a student can learn
how to assist friends in times
of crises, a student can gain
knowledge about specific
concerns that young adults
face, and [they can] know
when it is appropriate to refer
to professional services,” said
Haley Atkins, clinical case
manager at Ghering.

The Arts

The program functions
as 10 weeks of training
regarding how students
can appropriately speak to
their fellow EU classmates
going through mental health
emergencies such as Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), depression, dating
and sexuality, and grief.
Dr. Mary Wolf, a clinical
psychologist at Ghering, said
that the program was started
because, “We know from
research that college students
tend to listen to their peers
better than professionals.”
“We also know research
shows that often times college
students want to help. They
want to assist their peers,
friends and classmates, but
they don’t know how,” she
continued.
Once trained, these

Photo: Jamie Heinrich

The Peer Responders are based out of Ghering.
students will ideally have
the skills to help any peers
through a mental health
emergency.
But there are limits. The
responders are volunteers.
They will not be paid for
their work, and they are
not certified mental health
practitioners. Rather, they act
as a compassionate ear, and
they then refer other students

to the best resource for their
needs.
Responders have to attend
a mandatory monthly
meeting.
“The monthly meeting is
for debriefing purposes and is
a safe place for group support

See Peers, Page 2
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‘Sonic’
Review
Staff writer Jason
Hurst reviews the
fast hedgehog’s
new film,
Page 4.

What’s the fallout from the
Iowa caucus?, Page 9.
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interim president Nick Helfer.
“Congress will be open to
members of EUSGA recognized
clubs, as well as independent
students. There was some
concern last meeting that
students not involved in clubs
or organizations might be
unrepresented, so we added
that clarification in. To further
clarify, we added the option of
a club or organization being
represented by an independent
student who will act as a liaison
between the club and SGA.”
Opposition was raised
early in the meeting regarding
EUSGA’s enforcement of the
constitution bylaw stating that
every recognized club must
attend congress meetings in
order to receive funding.
Several students from the
art department raised concerns
over their organizations being
penalized because of studio
classes that run late into the
night. Following the complaints,
the executive board sought
guidance from their advisor and
the Associate Vice President of
Student Affairs Stacie Wolbert.
“You’re going to run into
this issue every semester
with leadership of clubs and
organizations, but art is one
that is particularly hit hard by
that (meeting times) because
they are in a lot of studio classes
within their major that run
late classes into the evening,”
said Wolbert, addressing that
concern.
“As long as there is someone
(from those organizations)
that is coming to meet with
you, clubs with members that
have class during the time of
the meeting don’t have to be
here. They’re sacrificing their
vote. They are committed to the
organization and meeting the
requirements as long as they
are regularly meeting with an
officer; I would open that up
to them. They can’t help when
their classes are scheduled,”
Wolbert continued, speaking to

the EUSGA leaders.
The motion for changes to
amendments to the bylaws were
passed unanimously.
With this cleared up, EUSGA
pushed for sign-ups for their
various committees.
Committee members will
decide on their meeting times.
Shortly after, gifts and new
business was discussed.
First on the table was the
approval of the Spring 2020
EUSGA gift. The three choices
available for voting were: 1.) an
accessible crossfit area to replace
one of the racquetball courts
in the Pogue Gym; 2.) new
marching band uniforms; and
3.) new vehicles for the EUSGA
fleet of cars.
Speeches were made in
support of each gift and then a
vote was taken by four congress
members.
New marching band
uniforms were unanimously
agreed on. This is the first
time in a number of years that
marching band will receive new
uniforms.
According to Helfer, there are
10 registered congress members
as of the Feb. 12 meeting.
However, only four were
present here.
“You see this year this
decision (the gift) would have
been made by just this board,”
Logan Watson, who serves as
treasurer, said. “That’s why we
wanted all of you involved.”
This comment was combated
by an art club representative,
who expressed concerns
because club representatives at
the meeting were not allowed
to vote on the gifts. Their
congress applications had not
been processed as of the Feb. 12
meeting.
“I don’t feel like these men in
the front who are voting tonight
are listening. I’m a little unsure
of how my time is being dealt
with right now.”
The next EUSGA meeting
will take place Wednesday, Feb
26 at 6 p.m. in Compton 107A.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow
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and concerns,” said Atkins.
The 10-week training program will teach students how to
respond appropriately to different scenarios and how to speak
to students going through these emergencies. “Role playing” is
an important teaching tool, in which students act out different
scenarios while instructors then guide them on how to respond.
The training will run Tuesdays, from 6 to 8 p.m. Applications
where due Feb. 4, and the program has began its run.
Everything that participants share in terms of their own
mental health journeys are confidential through these sessions.
Atkins hopes this program will help end the stigma on mental
illness and make students more comfortable reaching out about
these issues.
“We learn how to talk about uncomfortable topics.
Sometimes it helps to have someone relatable who could
potentially be in their age group.”
Although there’s been momentum toward openness
regarding mental illness and issues, there are still challenges
ahead.
“I see movement toward more open discussion and talking
about mental health issues. There’s still that stigma [though].
The thing is the younger generations are a lot more open about
it,” Wolf said.
According to a 2018 study from researchers at Penn State
University and North Carolina State University, students
wanted more services from college counseling centers. They
found that between 2012 and 2018, their counseling centers had
a 40 percent increase in overall demand for counseling services.
According to the article: “Because availability for individual
counseling is often limited due to demand, students are placed
with counselors based on severity of need. To help support
students more quickly and sometimes during waiting periods,
the Counseling Center may refer students to supportive group
sessions aimed at reducing anxiety and stress, online therapy
modules, or suggest a meeting with a peer mental health
ambassador.”
Ghering has instituted a similar protocol. In the past,
students who wanted to speak to a licensed counselor could
directly schedule an appointment with them.
However, as of 2019, Edinboro students now have to
schedule an appointment with a case worker who evaluates the
severity of their case and then assigns them to a counselor, or
recommends outside counseling for them.
Wolf added that advocacy and awareness of these issues is
important. “I think the more we can talk about these issues
openly, and the more that we offer this training, I just think it
opens more awareness about this topic, and I think that’s all
good. And I think hopefully we’ll see more students being able
to reach out to each other and help guide each other and point
them in the right direction for resources.”
Applications for the training program closed Tuesday, Feb.
4. Completed applications will go through an interview process
before they are admitted to the program. Any questions and
concerns can be directed toward Atkins at hatkins@edinboro.
edu, or Dr. Mary Wolf at mwolf@edinboro.edu.
The Ghering Health and Wellness Center can be contacted at
814-732-2743.
Thomas Taylor | @edinboronow
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Earthshine owner Shannon Hokaj poses with the original Earthshine sign.

Earthshine celebrates 30 years
By Thomas Taylor
Copy Editor

Walking into Earthshine, there’s a
certain vibe that can’t be shaken. The
wafting odors of incense hit the nostrils,
and you’re transported to a kaleidoscope
of colors, items and experiences, all
with their own story to tell. The colorful
figurines on the wall watch over you, as
you gaze at the clothing, from shawls to
sweaters and shirts. Mood rings line the
counter underneath glass, as a tie-dye
Victrola record player blasts classic rock
in the background. A collection of those
records are for sale in boxes and crates,
as if you’re picking from someone’s
personal collection.
Behind this counter, musical
equipment such as guitar strings and
other accessories line the wall, along
with stitch-on logos of bands stretching
over 50 years. To describe every item in
this store would take time, which seems
to be frozen in this place.
Earthshine may feel based on the ‘60s
and ‘70s, but first opened in 1990, having
now seen 30 years of development, time
and generations pass through their
doors.
The secret to how the local staple came
to be lies with The Grateful Dead.
“That’s when the store got started,
basically on tour. They (John and Lynn
Hammill) would sell stuff out of their
van, in the parking lots at Grateful Dead
shows. And so, then they wanted to settle
down and start a store,” Shannon Hokaj,
current owner and Edinboro alumna of
‘92, explained. Hokaj and her husband
took over the store back in 1996 from
the Hammills, who were friends. The
original owners moved out of the area
after selling the store.
Keeping with tradition, fans of the
legendary band still stop by, looking for
T-shirts.
Hokaj talked about the store as she
was going around, helping customers
and restocking shelves. After taking
ownership, they moved the location
down the street to where it is now.

“It was a nice, little hippie store,” she
said, reminiscing. “It was pretty much
the same: incense, clothing, jewelry.
Geared toward college kids, so I got a
little everything for everyone.”
For customers, the store takes them
on a psychedelic journey that brings
different generations closer together.
“It’s such a friendly place that meets
everybody’s needs. Kids love to come in
here, so when my nieces and nephews
come from out of town, it’s the first thing
they say. ‘Are we going to go uptown and
go to Earthshine?’” Helen Skelton, an
Edinboro resident who has lived here for
58 years, said.
“It’s a great spot that everyone
can enjoy, from little babies up to
grandparents.”
Skelton’s eyes lit up with enthusiasm
as she described her family’s favorite
Earthshine gifts, as if a guitar rift from
the Victrola sparked a memory of a
favorite song.
“The jewelry and the ceramics — I
actually got my favorite pair of mittens
here. The kids like the incense.” As she
spoke, she was also trying to find that
one mood ring underneath the counter,
which was specific down to the color and
shape of the stone.
“Just the funny things you can find,
and the local artists are supported. It’s
just a great place and I just love it,” said
Skelton. Locally-made products at the
store include coffee, hemp necklaces and
keychains.
Back when the store first opened,
Edinboro was a very different place than
residents see now.
“There was not a downtown. This
downtown was dead when I started here
in ‘88,” Hokaj discussed as she looked
out at the street. “There were some
shops here, but nobody really hung out
down here. The bars I’m sure were doing
well, but there weren’t any retail shops
that were interesting. Everything else
was business or closed down. I think
Earthshine woke the downtown up.”
Although this year has been

Lecture

Earthshine’s 30th in business, there were
still difficulties along the way when
Walmart opened.
“I just lost 30% of my business, and it
took me to the next year to build it back
up and then to grow,” she said.
Hokaj remembered the secret to
getting shoppers back in the store was in
the items themselves.
“I just tried to order things more
related to my genre and the feel of my
store, things you wouldn’t really go to
Walmart for. I ordered less, and was very
cautious of what I bought.”
Many people have looked back over
recent years to the 1960s and ‘70s,
with the revival of “retro” styles. Hokaj
attributes this to a genre and customers
so iconic, the legacies speak for
themselves.
“The ‘60s never really went out of
style, so there’s always been hippies. The
incense, the oils, the alternative living,
on the side of risqué funny things,
tapestries, candles. All that kind of stuff
appeals to those people, but now oils and
incenses is all very mainstream.”
Looking forward to the future of the
store, Hokaj has some ambitious plans.
“Right now, it’s going to stay the same.
I’d like to do more festivals and things,
and doing more outside events,” she said.
“I’m hoping to get a van and get that
whole setup going, so that I can travel
with Earthshine but still keep the shop.”
The van would come full circle,
bringing the store back to where it all
started, chasing a dream from the tours
of Grateful Dead all the way back to
‘Boro.
As the song goes, written by band
members Jerry Garcia, Bob Weir, Phil
Lesh and Robert Hunter from the 1970
album “American Beauty,” “You’re sick of
hangin’ around and you’d like to travel
/ Get tired of travelin’ and you want to
settle down / I guess they can’t revoke
your soul for tryin’ / Get out the door
and light out to look around.”
Thomas Taylor | @edinboronow
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by the name of Christopher Gist, who could translate,
somewhat, with Native languages. He also took along his
fencing instructor, who was Dutch, who spoke French, kind
of.
He continued: “Now, one of the things that I will do
tonight, from time to time, is I’m going to give a little reality
check. These are textbooks from 100 years ago that were
used in American schools. Sometimes, I’m going to fact
check them and see if they’re just as accurate as George
Washington chopping down the cherry tree.”
True to his word, he did fact check the old textbooks
numerous times throughout the presentation. He also
went on to discuss Washington’s abrupt resignation, stolen
turkeys, and the first peaceful transition of power the world
had ever seen.
Arthur concluded by saying: “When George Washington
died, in the last couple days of the 18th century, his fellow
Virginian Henry Lee said he was ‘first in war, first in peace,
and first in heart ... I offer that he became a much greater
man than Virginia alone could have ever made him.”

regional leaders express an interest in establishing a community college
in Erie County. The Porreco campus has been under consideration as
a possible location. We do not know how this process will unfold, but
regardless of the outcome, we plan to divest of the West 38th Street
property in favor of an Edinboro presence closer to Erie...it will allow us
to create an Edinboro presence with more practical ties to the city and the
region’s population center.”
Porreco College currently offers several associate degrees and
certificate programs. It opened in 1986.
“Regardless of the physical location, Edinboro will continue to honor
the legacy of the late Lou Porreco. The Porreco Promise, an endowment
established through the generosity of the Porreco family, will continue
to provide ongoing financial support for Erie-area students from
underrepresented populations,” said Burrows.
Lou Porreco, a prominent Erie businessman, bought the land in
1986 for what was then valued at $1.5 million. He donated the land to
Edinboro University with the specification that it must always be used for
educational purposes, according to an article published in The Spectator
in 2015.
This move comes after Mercyhurst University announced in Spring
2019 that they would be closing down their North East campus. This
campus served a similar function to Porreco, including the associate
degrees and certificate programs.
As more information becomes available, get updates at Edinboronow.com.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

Chloe Roberts | @edinboronow
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Second annual Dodge the Dark returns March 22
US considering new
By Shayma Musa
restrictions on China tech
News Editor

By Shawn Donnan
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — The Trump administration
is considering new restrictions on exports of
cutting-edge technology to China in a push
aimed at limiting Chinese progress in developing
its own passenger jets and clamping down
further on tech giant Huawei’s access to vital
semiconductors, according to four people familiar
with the discussions.
Senior officials are expected to decide by the
end of this month whether to block exports of
jet engines made by a General Electric Co. joint
venture with France’s Safran to China for use in
the Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China’s
C919 single-aisle passenger jet now undergoing
flight tests, three of the people familiar with the
discussions said.
At the same time, the administration is also
considering separate measures to broaden export
controls related to the Trump administration’s
restrictions on Huawei Technologies Co. by
blocking foreign chipmakers, such as Taiwan’s
TSMC and U.S. suppliers, from selling
components made overseas to Huawei, according
to some of the people.
Both moves come as some within the Trump
administration are pushing for more aggressive
efforts to limit China’s technological rise and
to contain what they see as a potential national
security threats or rivals to U.S. innovative power
in the 21st century. That effort so far has been
focused largely on Huawei but has led to broader
fears of a new technological Cold War splintering
the global tech industry.
The steps being considered face debate within
the administration and would ultimately need
the president’s approval. A representative for
the White House declined to comment. But the
discussions illustrate the sometimes dueling
priorities inside the U.S. government on China.
Even as the moves are being contemplated,
President Donald Trump is touting a Chinese
commitment to buy an additional $200 billion
over the next two years in American farm
exports, manufactured products and energy as
part of a “phase one” deal that went into effect
Friday.
Some analysts and industry experts say that
a short-term effort to clamp down on China’s
access to technology could have long-term
consequences for vital U.S. export industries like
the aviation and semiconductor sectors.
“What the administration seems to fail to
understand is that U.S. advanced technology
companies need global scale to succeed, whether
in engines, chips or other advanced technologies,”
said Rob Atkinson, president of the Information
Technology and Innovation Foundation, a thinktank. “Cutting off exports works against that goal,
and will limit U.S. innovation.”
Both of the new measures, which were first
reported by The Wall Street Journal, are expected
to be decided on at a meeting of cabinet-level
officials Feb. 28, according to the four people
familiar with the discussions. A meeting of lowerlevel officials is planned for Thursday of this week,
they said.
The discussions over banning the sale of the
GE/Safran Leap 1C engine to China is based on
fears that it could help Chinese companies reverse
engineer the technology used and speed up the
development of their own jet engine programs.
But the engine has been approved for sale to
China multiple times since 2014 and a dozen of

the engines have already been shipped to Comac,
according to some of the people familiar with the
situation.
In a statement, GE, which is lobbying heavily
against being blocked out of what it sees as a
promising new market, said that it had decades
of experience selling products internationally.
“We aggressively protect and defend our
intellectual property and work closely with the
U.S. government to fulfill our responsibilities
and shared security and economic interests,” a
spokesperson for the company said in an emailed
statement.
The Commerce Department, which is
considering the new GE restrictions, declined to
comment on the state of those discussions.
The new measures aimed at Huawei are
part of a broader administration campaign
to both limit its rise and convince allies not
to use its equipment in new fifth-generation
communications networks, an effort that heated
up again at a weekend security conference in
Munich.
Huawei, which has faced long-standing U.S.
accusations of being a conduit for Chinese
espionage efforts, was placed on a Commerce
Department black list last year that effectively
bans U.S. suppliers from doing business with it. In
a related development, the company was last week
charged with racketeering by the Department of
Justice in connection with its alleged theft of U.S.
intellectual property. Huawei called the charges
“unfounded and unfair.”
The administration is now considering closing
a loophole that allows U.S. companies to use
overseas production facilities to sell materials
with less than 25% U.S. content by lowering
that limit to 10%. It is also discussing changing
something known as the “foreign direct product
rule” to further restrict Huawei’s access to
products based on U.S. technology manufactured
overseas by non-U.S. companies.
Among the discussions related to the latter
move has been extending a ban on doing business
with Huawei to any semiconductor plant using
U.S.-made chip-making equipment, according to
some of the people familiar with the discussions.
But one person close to the debate said the talks
related to a ban on sales that in any way touched
U.S.-made chip-making equipment were not as
advanced as other steps.
The Commerce Department, which is leading
the discussions, declined to comment on any
details. In an emailed statement, a spokesperson
said it was continuing a review of individual
applications to do business with Huawei and
that staff-level discussions related to Huawei
where there was any disagreement were being
kicked up to the “Secretarial level” to balance
national security considerations against corporate
commercial interests.
“The U.S. continues to have major concerns
about Huawei,” the spokesperson said.
Derek Scissors, an expert on U.S.-China
economic ties who has advised the Trump
administration in the past, said the discussions
about broadening the crackdown on Huawei’s
access to U.S. semiconductors made sense given
the larger concerns about Chinese theft of U.S.
technology and the broader economic rivalry.
But he said he had doubts that either a ban
on the GE engine sales or moves to extend the
Huawei battle to chipmaking equipment would
ever come into force.
“Most of the administration does not want to
take any action,” Scissors said. “They float these
discussions all the time.”

Edinboro University Greek Life is hosting the second annual Dodge the Dark event to raise money
for The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society (LLS). The dodgeball competition will take place March 22
in the Mike S. Zafirovski Sports and Recreation Center. Teams of 8-10 individuals pay $25 per person,
in order to compete in the recreational or competitive divisions. Teams may also make a one-time
payment of $250. All proceeds will go toward LLS.
Last year, Greek Life raised $4,000 toward the cause. The event is open to members of the public, 16
years or older.
The deadline to register is March 20. Contact Brandon Hayes at brandonhayes11@gmail.com for
more information.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

Celebration
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Now in its seventh year, the event generally
features work from all over campus.
“We see a variety of outstanding studentfaculty works of scholarship and creativity.
Students from all disciplines who are working on
independent projects with faculty mentors are
invited to participate,” said Claster.
Per their website, participating students will
work on developing and creating their research
under the advisement of a faculty member in
their department. The research must be unique to
the student and advisor, as repeat research posters
are not permitted.
Claster added that, “we expect a clear
explanation of the subject matter, the methods
used and the resulting conclusions.”
Last year, the event featured 18 poster
presentations, as well as over 35 student
participants, she said.
One of these participants was Kimberly
Mosher, who co-presented her psychology poster
— “College Students’ Perceptions on Employers
using Social Media to screen Job Applicants” —
under the advisement of Dr. Thaddeus RadaBayne and Dr. Greg Morrow.
“The Celebration of Scholarship is an excellent
opportunity for any student who has conducted
research and is looking for a chance to present
their findings in a less intimidating setting,”

said Mosher. “The Edinboro staff is always
so supportive, but they also offer meaningful
feedback.”
Claster also made mention that if a student is
on the fence, they should just submit.
“Students have nothing to lose and so much
to gain by being a part of this event,” she said,
going on to explain that the experience could
prepare them for more. “Some students use
this conference to practice presentations prior
to presenting them in a regional, national or
international setting.”
This is an idea seconded by Mosher. “If you
are looking to present your research project at a
regional or national level, this is a great first step.”
It can be more than just a chance to practice,
however.
“This event gives the entire Edinboro
community the chance to connect and engage
in dialogue with our talented students and learn
firsthand about the exciting student-faculty
collaborations that are taking place at our great
university,” said Claster.
For those interested in submitting to the
Celebration of Scholarship, abstracts are due by
Monday, March 16 by 5 p.m., and if selected, setup of posters will be on April 15 before the event
that evening.
For more information, visit the Celebration
of Scholarship website, or contact Claster at
pnclaster@edinboro.edu.
Nathan Brennan | @edinboronow
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Joe Snarey explores the tangible fabrication of
memories in his solo exhibition, ‘GL_TCH_D’
By Hazel Modlin
Arts Editor

From Feb. 10-14, Joe Snarey — who is
currently pursuing a dual concentration in
both drawing and sculpture at Edinboro —
held a unique exhibition titled “GL_TCH_D,”
pronounced “glitched.”
Snarey chose this topic because he sympathizes
with the idea of a glitch. He described the concept
as “part of a program, but they’re always the bad
part.”
“It’s always the part that normally human
error causes, and so for me, I’m in a program
that focuses on technical skill, and I am in the
departments that are traditional object makers.
And with what I want to do, I’m technically the
glitch in my program,” he explained. Snarey is
a dual major in a school that pushes people to
choose a single form of art to concentrate in and
develop, and he believes that this makes him the
“glitch.”
His exhibit is unique in the sense that it’s
entirely composed of one giant piece that takes
over the entire room.
Snarey described the setup: “In this space right
here, it is one whole piece — it is one installation.
When this space is taken down, I view them all
as separate pieces, and how they’re put up kind of
tells a certain narrative based on what each of the
works is themed after.”
The exhibit is composed of black and white
intersecting lines, with an occasional red streak.
There are also plastic strips woven together that
are hung sporadically along the walls to create
abstract pictures. Snarey said that these strips
originally composed over 50 individual pieces.
According to Snarey, these plastic strips are
meant to represent the fragility of memory. “It’s
always been something that is so fascinating to

me with the disorders that I have. As time goes
on, my memories tend to fragment — in a way,
‘glitch’ out. They change, they disappear in some
areas, but there are certain things I can hyperfocus on [and] that remain in my brain forever. I
wanted this plastic material to essentially be kind
of a juxtaposition to putting memories down into
drawing format, where memories are so hereand-gone in a moment’s notice, but the plastic is
meant to be here forever.”
Because the plastic is permanent and tangible,
Snarey is able to cut the drawings and weave
them together, much in the same way that he feels
memory can be manipulated. He mentioned that
his exhibit, “much like the memories, gets cloudy,
and you lose certain parts of one drawing; you see
others depending upon how it’s formed together,
and with the plastic kind of cementing it, they
will permanently stay like that.” The drawings
that he cut up ranged anywhere from abstract
iconography to fully rendered drawings of various
objects, settings and scenes. They display different
messages based on the different ways he chooses
to cut them up and recreate them.
In addition to putting up plastic on the walls,
Snarey also painted on the actual walls of Bates
Gallery. He wasn’t entirely sure he would be
allowed to do so, but he said, “I have the personal
philosophy that it’s easier to ask for forgiveness
than it is to ask for permission and reroute your
whole idea around that.” He did not face any
consequences for painting on the walls by the
time he had taken his exhibit down, so Snarey
assumes he must have been permitted to.
The majority of the exhibit is done in black and
white; the only other color that could be found
within the room was a startlingly rich red in
random stripes along the wall, but also in the dim
lighting of the exhibition.

Photos: Chloe Roberts

Snarey’s exhibition features one large piece that is composed of black paint,
QR codes and woven strips of plastic taken from over 50 different drawings.

Snarey explained that the choice of this color
and lighting was deliberate and for psychological
reasons. “For one, [lighting] can be really good to
hide a lot of flaws. It’s also a way to really bring out
certain things that in a normal, white-lit gallery
space you don’t really get to pull out. And so the
intentions of the red lighting is so that it can kinda
add a warmth to a space that is overly chaotic, but
also apply a kind of focus within the center of a
crown-of-thorns piece, so that way that contrasts
everything else around the space.”
He continued to talk about how color theory
filtered into his display: “Also, I wanted to play a
little bit with how red in our primal brains really
makes you get alert essentially. It’s a stimulant to
us, so it keeps us on edge, but if you’re exposed to
it for too long of a period, depending upon your
personality, it forces upon you a personality of
agitation and excitement.”
Before choosing his dual concentrations,
Snarey originally came to Edinboro to be an art
education major. After experiencing the major, he
quickly decided it was not for him.
“I just assumed that I would have to learn
everything, and my teachers taught me like that,
so I didn’t really get to learn [as] much about the
art process as I did get to learn about how to teach
art.”
He decided that he was more interested in
making art, but he could not choose a favorite
type. “It kind of got me to the point where there
were two things that I loved so much: drawing
and sculpture. I couldn’t figure out which one
I wanted more, so I figured, they’re so different
from each other, why not do both?”
In addition to his lighting, woven plastic
murals and paint on the walls in his exhibition,

Snarey also put up QR codes around the room.
“I wanted to bring a difference to a show here
on campus. No one really plays with digital stuff,
aside from the obvious — those that make their
work through digital mediums like graphic
designers or animators.” He also wanted to force
his viewers to put effort into viewing an exhibition
that he put effort into designing and then creating.
You can scan QR codes with your phone camera
and it will direct you to a digital element of the
designer’s choice.
In the future, Snarey decided that he would
like to attend graduate school. He said despite
his decision not to be an art education major,
he would like to have the ability to teach if he
chooses to. “I’ve always loved teaching. It’s what
brought me into the art program in the first place.”
In order to do so, he would have to continue on
to get a Master of Fine Arts degree, but he has not
decided on a location to do so yet.
Snarey’s exhibition is extensive, and it took
him a couple days to put it up. He said that while
exhibition students are technically supposed to
set up from noon on the Saturday before their
show until whenever they open, he was fortunate
enough to have a considerate fellow art major
before him. “I was so fortunate that Rachel Maly,
who had the show before me, got in and got out
real quick because she knew what I wanted to
do this week. I got Friday night all the way into
Sunday, so from about 8 p.m. Friday all the way
up until Monday at 2 a.m.”
For those interested in more information
about Snarey and his work, he can be found at his
website: josephsnarey.com.
Hazel Modlin | @edinboronow

Gay rights documentary ‘Visible: Out on
Television’ deserves to be seen by more
By Neal Justin

Star Tribune (Minneapolis)
Decades before Anderson
Cooper became a CNN
fixture, openly gay men had
to be creative about getting
time behind the anchor desk.
Sometimes it meant breaking
the law. Footage of activist
Mark Segal storming the set
of “The CBS Evening News
With Walter Cronkite” on Dec.
11, 1973 — and the surprising
aftermath of his live protest — is
just one of the many freezeframe moments in Apple TV’s
“Visible: Out on Television,” a
new docu-series that chronicles
milestones in gay rights on the
small screen.
There are plenty of
opportunities in the five-hour
project to celebrate just how far
we’ve come. But viewers will
also have to do a lot of wincing.
Among the most
heartbreaking moments:
Sheila James talking about
how her breakout character,
Zelda, on “The Many Loves
of Dobie Gillis” was denied
her own spinoff because she
was too butch; “American
Idol” standout Adam Lambert
recalling the backlash he
received after planting a kiss
on his keyboardist during
a performance on “The
American Music Awards”;

and a disturbing look back at
the career of Paul Lynde, the
closeted comic whose private
torture was anything but funny.
Clips from a 1974 episode
of “Police Woman,” in which
Pepper hunts down killer
lesbians at a nursing home,
and a tone-deaf 1967 Mike
Wallace documentary, “The
Homosexuals,” are excruciating
to watch.
Household names share the
impact programs like those
had on them when they were
growing up.
Ryan White, who directed
all five parts, said “Project
Runway” judge Tim Gunn was
grateful for the opportunity to
participate.
“He left our interview
saying, ‘That was like a therapy
session,’” White said last month
during the Television Critics
Association press tour. “He had
never talked about what his
background was like and how
negatively television impacted
him and his family in the ‘50s
and ‘60s.”
“Visible” eventually gets
around to honoring progress,
from Ryan Phillippe’s portrayal
of TV’s first openly gay teenager
on “One Live to Live” to Ellen
DeGeneres conquering America
through her daytime talk show.
There are also lighthearted

moments, like when Jane
Alexander shares how she and
Gena Rowlands maneuvered
around censors’ silly rules while
playing a gay couple in the 1978
TV movie “A Question of Love.”
“It’s a love letter to all the
people — straight, allies,
LGBTQ people — who took
it upon themselves to take
the risks to tell the story of
the LGBTQ community,” said
executive producer Wilson
Cruz. “They did that so people
would actually understand who
we are, as opposed to the false
narratives that are given by
people who don’t necessarily
understand who we are. And
because of that honesty and
authenticity, we were able to
move the needle to acceptance.”
Cruz should know. His roles
as openly gay men in “My
So-Called Life” and “Star Trek:
Discovery” have influenced an
entire generation for the better.
“Oprah (Winfrey) talks at
one point in her interview about
how debilitating it is to someone
when they’re not a part of the
storytelling on our televisions.
You just feel like your life
doesn’t matter until your stories
are being told,” Cruz said. “I got
to see firsthand the power of
television and how it has helped
people see themselves a bit and
find comfort in being visible.”

Photo: Apple TV+/TNS

The new show ‘Visible: Out on Television’ describes the struggle that people
from the LGBTQIA+ community faced in order to retain their seats on TV.

Photo: Paramount Pictures/SEGA of America/TNS

The new design of Sonic was more positively received than the original.

Redesigned ‘Sonic’ movie lands on Valentine’s Day
By Jason Hurst
Staff Writer

Many approach video game films cautiously,
and for good reason. They are often held back by
writers who fail to understand the fan base and
the appeal of the series, or studios who believe a
profitable franchise can be masterfully crammed
into a single, equally as profitable, two-hour film.
With the release of the first “Sonic the Hedgehog”
trailer, it seemed like this would again be the case.
The first glimpse had no time to shine before
the internet did something that it rarely does,
unanimously agreeing on something: the design of
Sonic was awful.
Originally, the title character in film form
was so warped, one critic called it “a blight upon
this weary earth.” Sonic was far from the iconic
character millions had grown up recognizing.
Days later, the studio announced they would delay
the film to redesign the look. Many waited with
anticipated breath.
Months came and went, and “Sonic the
Hedgehog” is much better off for it. The redesign
employed in the recently released film is nearly
spot on with the original character design, showing
not just how much the studio listened to the
criticism, but also how much they care about the
fans.
The film, which hit theaters on Feb. 14, stars Ben
Schwartz (Parks & Rec) as Sonic, James Marsden
as Tom Wachowski, and Jim Carrey as the evil Dr.
Robotnik. After carelessly using his abilities, Sonic’s
existence is discovered by Dr. Robotnik, who
attempts, just like in the games, to capture him.
With the government closing in, our hero turns to
the only person who can help him: Tom, the sheriff
of Green Hills.
The plot is very simplistic. Sonic is a ball of
energy and constant comic relief. It feels almost
like a superhero origin story. If you boil the plot
down, there are dozens of films with the same
structure. It’s extremely unfortunate as “Sonic the
Hedgehog” could have taken a unique route all
its own, while keeping the experience just as fun.
This is a potential script that has a large cache of

information to draw on, as the video games date all
the way back to 1991.
Sonic is at one point shown reading comics
of “The Flash.” Ironic, as the film seems to take
multiple pages from them and other similar
speedster books. It doesn’t bring anything new to
the super speed ability. Lightning powers, frozen
surroundings and worn out shoes are just some
of the hackneyed tropes it borrows from other
speedsters and their respective source material.
Although the movie does manage to stick pretty
solidly to the video games, they do take some
artistic liberty with the film. One of the major
changes is that they choose to make Sonic an alien,
which is an interesting decision with virtually
no consequence — for those unaware, Sonic
games take place on a future Earth. In addition to
reinventing Sonic’s origins, they also change the
purpose of the rings that he usually collects; they
are now portals.
The film’s main weakness could almost be
considered its greatest strength: it’s a children’s
movie. It’s aimed at children who will no doubt
enjoy its overused and recycled plot structure,
short runtime and clean humor. Older viewers will
appreciate the subtle nods to multiple Sonic media,
but at the same time wish for something more
from the film. A darker, more mature film would
have been an interesting take.
Dr. Robotnik is a superb villain, and a rare one
at that. Carrey delivers a comedic persona while
not compromising the seriousness of the character.
Robotnik is prepared for any situation, no matter
what it may be. Rarely is this character over the top,
much different from his portrayal in the trailers.
His relationship with Agent Stone (Lee Majdoub)
adds even more depth to him, from which little
existed for the actor to pull from.
“Sonic the Hedgehog” is a fun children’s film
that seems to have a good chance to beat the video
game movie curse. While its plot may be rehashed,
and it seems to bring nothing new to the room, it is
a fantastic experience nonetheless.
Jason Hurst | @edinboronow
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Why British TV detectives are superior to their American counterparts
By Neal Justin

Star Tribune (Minneapolis)
LOS ANGELES — If super-sleuth Jessica
Fletcher decides to come out of retirement,
she’ll have to brace herself for stomach-turning
crime scenes. Or move to England.
Brainy, bloodless detective shows like
“Murder, She Wrote” may be dead on network
TV in America, but they’re thriving in the
United Kingdom, where viewers can enjoy
a jolly good whodunit without nightmares
keeping them up until “Good Morning Britain.”
“I think it’s quite nice to escape what’s going
on, to be able to sit down and go, ‘Here’s a
beginning, middle and end of a wonderful
story with a mystery to it, set in a beautiful
landscape,’” said Kate Bartlett, executive
producer for “Vera,” the long-running ITV
series in which Brenda Blethyn’s character
relies on many of the same quirks and insight
once applied by Lt. Columbo. “Sometimes you
want that, and sometimes you want something
darker.”
Americans craving the “darkness” have a
rogues’ gallery of homegrown options to choose
from.
Recent episodes of CBS’ “Criminal Minds,”
which wraps up its 15-season run Wednesday,
have focused on FBI agents chasing a serial
killer who wears the skin of his victims.
The lead character in NBC’s “Hannibal”
once made an antagonist eat his own nose.
In “Interrogation,” which recently started
streaming on CBS All Access, viewers are
introduced over and over again to a victim with
two knives in the back, a cord around her neck
and her head bashed in.
“The true story that we did research on
contained a certain amount of violence
and a certain amount of sex that we had to
portray to be able to stick to the truth,” said
“Interrogation” co-creator Anders Weidemann
during the Television Critics Association press
tour. “If your idea demands violence or sex, you
should do it. But if it’s just used as a speculative

way to create tension, then don’t.”
But a plethora of new viewing options in the
United States proves that you can create tension
without making viewers feel like they just
stumbled into the Spanish Inquisition.
The Hallmark Movies & Mysteries channel
has been one of cable’s fastest-growing networks
since its debut six years ago, thanks to titles like
“Crossword Mysteries: A Puzzle to Die For” and
“Murder, She Baked: A Chocolate Chip Cookie
Mystery.”
Netflix offers classic episodes of “Sherlock”
and “Father Brown,” detective series that
treat the showing of graphic details as a sin.
And then there’s BritBox and Acorn TV, two
affordable streaming services that export the
best of Britain.
“We’re not going to show you our rubbish,”
said Ashley Jensen, star of the “Agatha Raisin”
series. In each frothy adventure, including
“Agatha Raisin & the Love From Hell,” which
dropped Monday on Acorn TV, the title
character nails the bad guy, but not before
flirting with her cohorts and showing off her
flamboyant wardrobe.
“It’s a comedy, as well, so we can’t afford
to have too many grisly scenes,” Jensen said.
“I think Americans like seeing the English
as eccentric misfits. Agatha wears high heels,
even when she’s climbing into a dustbin and
has a dog wee on her leg. I’m always trying to
shoehorn some slapstick in.”
While kids may giggle at the physical humor,
“Raisin” is primarily aimed at an older set. So is
the vast majority of Acorn’s programming.
BritBox’s president, Soumya Sriraman, said
the average age of her subscribers is 50.
“American networks are forced to pull in
18-to-49 adults, who probably want more inyour-face action,” said Sriraman, whose deep
catalog contains plenty of adaptations of Agatha
Christie and Arthur Conan Doyle favorites.
“They’re looking for the shock-and-awe factor.
We don’t say we’ll never get them. We just hope
that their tastes evolve as they get older.”
Older viewers are more inclined to treat

their TV choices as inspirations for their next
vacations, which explains why so many of the
murders take place in picturesque landscapes or
in what Jensen calls “chocolate-box England.”
Those backgrounds are particularly inviting for
fans in London and Manchester, where the sun
makes fewer public appearances than Queen
Elizabeth. That’s a sharp contrast to American
procedurals, which are almost always set in
urban cities.
“You’re sitting in your home in the U.K.,
it’s winter, and the biggest thing on TV is this
thing called ‘Death in Paradise,’ which is set
in the Caribbean,” said veteran actor Adrian
Dunbar, whose credits include “Blood” and
“Line of Duty,” both available on Acorn. “The
reason we’re all watching is the sunshine and
the beaches. Everybody wants to watch good
weather.”

Perhaps the biggest difference between
American and British series is how much — or
how little — we get to know our protagonists.
The “Law & Order” and “CSI” franchises
pride themselves on how little they reveal about
their central characters’ private lives, while
the personalities of the U.K.’s most storied
detectives — Sherlock Holmes, Inspector
Morse, Jane Tennison — are often more
intriguing than the cases they’re tackling.
“These are normal people in exceptionally
difficult circumstances, and that’s what drives
the narrative of each episode,” said executive
producer Phil Hunter in reference to the appeal
of his series “Vera,” which has new episodes
airing on BritBox. “We’re invested, because
Vera could be your neighbor. That sort of
authenticity of character means we can hold the
viewer’s attention without the violence.”

Photo: PBS/TNS

Viewers often become more invested in British TV detectives is because they
tend to have more intriguing personalities than their American counterparts.

Autumn de Wilde’s ‘Emma’ is an
intoxicating interpretation of a classic novel
By Katie Walsh
Tribune News Service

Photo: Activision/TNS

‘COD’ has added a new soldier as commentary on conditions in the Middle East.

‘Call of Duty’ adds female Middle Eastern soldier
By Todd Martens
Los Angeles Times

If game writer Taylor Kurosaki has his way, this
year’s annual “Call of Duty” release — a reset of
the franchise’s “Modern Warfare” brand — will
also reframe “Call of Duty’s” reputation.
While plenty have attempted to make a
so-called thinking-person’s shooter, “Modern
Warfare’s” single-player narrative, previewed
for media in advance of this June’s Electronic
Entertainment Expo, aims to capture the nuances
of proxy warfare, a term used when outside
powers fight one another through surrogates.
More intriguing — perhaps even risk-taking
for a series known for its blunt patriotism —
“Modern Warfare,” due Oct. 25 for the Xbox One,
PlayStation 4 and PCs, gives players point-of-view
control through a character named Farah Karim,
a Middle Eastern woman and battle-scarred
warrior who has been fighting for survival since
childhood.
In one of the two missions previewed, we see
Karim crawling under a bed and scurrying around
her house to take down a lunkheaded Russian
soldier with little more than a screwdriver.
“These people didn’t ask for the wars to be
in their backyards,” says “Modern Warfare’s”
Kurosaki, “and a lot of times they have no escape.”
Though set in the fictional Middle Eastern
country of Urzikstan, the inspiration for a
character such as Karim, says Kurosaki, was the
very real YPJ, the female brigade of northern
Syria’s Kurdish resistance militia that the U.S. has
supported in its fight against Islamic State. There
are plenty of Western hero-types in the game —
this is “Call of Duty,” after all — but Kurosaki
says his mission this time extended beyond
blockbuster moments. He wants the “Call of Duty”
fan to learn about a “side of warfare that they may
not be aware of.”
“There’s this whole other side of war today
that is real, that’s happening, and to ignore it or
not cover it felt like it would be a terrible, terrible
omission,” says Kurosaki, who joined “Modern
Warfare” publisher Infinity Ward after years at
Santa Monica’s Naughty Dog (“Uncharted”).
“It wouldn’t be doing justice to the unintended
victims in these wars and the unsung heroes of
these wars.
“This game,” he continues, “is as much of an
indictment of the industrial military complex of
the superpowers of the world as it is a referendum
on where you draw the line and what tips the
scale from freedom fighter to terrorist. There
are all these perspectives on this, and no one is
completely innocent.”

When the franchise has tried to get thoughtprovokingly serious, it hasn’t always worked. Case
in point: the second installment in the “Modern
Warfare” series when an attempted commentary
on terrorism allowed players to uncomfortably
gun down civilians.
One of the previewed missions of the new
“Modern Warfare” (this upcoming numberless release will be the fourth) sends players on
an intensely intimate raid of a terrorist cell in
London with returning British soldier Capt. John
Price, a Special Forces expert. Gunfights will
occur in narrow hallways of a multistoried home
where it’s implied families live with the terrorists,
and the line between civilian and enemy looks
intentionally blurred.
In one moment, a woman is used as a human
shield, but she ultimately turns out to attempt to
attack the Western soldiers herself. It’s meant to be
uncomfortable — there’s a baby to rescue in one
room — and the gunfire and gag-inducing injuries
become audibly graphic.
Kurosaki says he knows some scenes won’t be
for the faint of heart.
“We want the players to obviously feel tension,
and we want them to feel that there are stakes —
there’s peril, frankly,” he says.
Kurosaki says he wants “Call of Duty” to be
spoken of as on par with the best war films, and
he hopes “Modern Warfare” will inspire fans
to check out the harrowing and eye-opening
documentaries “The White Helmets” or “Last
Man in Aleppo.”
It’s worth noting that some who worked on the
Oscar-winning “The White Helmets” were barred
entry into the U.S. due to travel restrictions by
the Trump regime, highlighting the still-fraught
relationship America has with the region “Modern
Warfare” will aim to shine a light on.
“We touch all these people’s lives, and people
love these games so much. So why can’t they
get their wish fulfillment of navigating this
complicated world and making a difference in it
and also learning about this whole other side of
warfare?”
It’s a lofty and important goal, and while there
have been independent games that deal with
harsh, emotional realities of war, the rules are still
being defined when it comes to marrying deep
narratives with big-budget violent games.
“As a creator,” Kurosaki says, “I only get so
many at-bats. It takes three years to make one of
these games, and so you only get so many chances
to say something. I would rather say something
about making sense of the world that we live in
today than not.”

There has already been a cinematic adaptation
or two of Jane Austen’s comedy of manners
“Emma,” and yet, it seems there hasn’t been
enough. There is, of course, Gwyneth Paltrow’s
turn in Douglas McGrath’s 1996 version, and Amy
Heckerling’s ingenious modern-day reimagining
of the story in her 1995 film, “Clueless,” with
Alicia Silverstone’s Cher as the meddling
matchmaker. While both have their charms (and
“Clueless” is a stone-cold classic), Autumn de
Wilde’s interpretation, starring Anya Taylor-Joy
as the young Miss Woodhouse, is tart, bright and
utterly intoxicating.
De Wilde, a music video director, makes
her feature debut with “Emma,” adapted from
Austen’s novel by Eleanor Catton. Working with
a talented crew, de Wilde deploys everything at
her disposal to execute an expertly choreographed
and designed film, highlighting the arch artifice
of aristocratic culture and behavior in Regency
England.
The story is one of a young, privileged woman,
who, having “lived nearly 21 years in the world
with very little to distress or vex her,” puts her
energy toward making matches for the ones
around her rather than look for a husband herself.
She can’t stand to leave her beloved, neurotic
father (Bill Nighy), but there might be something
else behind Emma’s deflection, a fear of emotional
vulnerability underneath her crisp exterior.
Every cinematic element, including
cinematography by Christopher Blauvelt,
costumes by Oscar-winner Alexandra Byrne,
production design by Kave Quinn and music by
David Schweitzer and Isobel Waller-Bridge, comes
together in a delicate dance to create a carefully
constructed confection as sweet one of the pastries

they devour at tea. Bathed in Easter egg shades
of robin’s egg blue, blush pink, spring green and
sunshine yellow, “Emma” is indeed a frothy and
colorful delight. But it is also effortlessly cunning
and can be deeply cutting, which is a reflection of
Emma herself.
Our heroine is indeed beautiful and funny and
smart without a care in the world. But despite her
best intentions, Emma doesn’t know all, especially
when it comes to the graciousness of handling
her privileged station in life. Her self-satisfied
gossiping and manipulations can blow up in
her face quite spectacularly at times. Catton and
de Wilde don’t spare Emma, letting the gravity
of her words and actions fall on her shoulders,
allowing her to be seen as devious and shallow
and snobby (as she is, though never without room
for redemption).
The grounded Mr. Knightley (Johnny Flynn)
brings her down to earth. He never truly buys
into Emma’s schemes and therefore is able to see
her for who she is, both good and bad. Watching
Taylor-Joy soften into Emma’s surprising affection
for her neighbor is a joy to watch, and de Wilde
lets the film warm and bloom around her as a
reflection of her changing emotional state. Flynn
and Taylor-Joy bring on the butterflies as any good
Austen love matches should.
“Emma” carefully toes the line between comedy
and romance, with outright hilarious moments,
courtesy of Mia Goth as the hapless naif Harriet,
Josh O’Connor as Mr. Elton, an outrageous village
vicar, and of course, Nighy as Mr. Woodhouse.
The camera needs only to cut to him to elicit a
laugh. This version of “Emma” doesn’t try to break
the mold, but the winning characters and the
dreamily creative treatment of this world makes
for a version that is indeed as “handsome, clever
and rich” as its leading lady.
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Local band victims of theft while touring the US
Erie natives and EUP alumnus lose over $1,500 of
photography equipment and personal items
By Hazel Modlin
Arts Editor

CHICAGO, IL. — A van belonging to local
Erie band, The Standby, was broken into
and robbed on Feb. 3. The band members —
Jordan Sigmund on guitar and vocals, Lyle
Sallade on bass and vocals, and Jacob Brown
on drums — were at the tail end of a fiveweek U.S. tour, playing at a venue in Chicago.
When they got back to their van afterward,
they discovered two of the vehicle’s windows
had been broken, and several of their
personal items had been stolen.
“Our photographer had his iPad stolen…
they stole clothes from my bass player…
and my drummer lost his wallet and some of
the more expensive things that he brought
with him,” Sigmund recalled. “The iPad was
probably the biggest thing.”
The photographer, EU alumnus Joe Lynch,
used the iPad for all his work and had over
half of his other photography equipment
stolen — valued at over $1,500.
The Standby is an independent band, so
the cost to replace all these items was on
them. This inspired the group to start a
GoFundMe page. “We got super lucky — we
set the goal at $3,000, mostly to cover our
photographer’s iPad and the repairs for the
van, and I think we almost hit the goal,”
Sigmund said.
“We got really lucky in the first couple
days, and a lot of people from home and
people that we met while we were touring
shared it, and we raised most of the money
in two days.” The GoFundMe is currently at
$2,822 and is still open for more donations.
Sigmund said the band did file a police

report, but they aren’t expecting it to go
anywhere.
“We haven’t heard anything...I don’t know
if anyone is going to follow up or not. It was
mostly just so we could file an insurance claim
if we wanted to, but I don’t think we’re going to
do that.”
They believe the amount that they’ve raised
should be enough to help them replace their
larger losses. “It should cover the iPad and the
van repairs, and if there’s anything left, we’re
going to put it toward my bass player’s clothes.”
This was not The Standby’s first tour, but
it was their biggest. They had been through
every part of the U.S. except for the West Coast.
Sigmund said, “that was the first (tour) of that
length. We’ve gone through the Midwest a few
times now. In September we were on a threeweek tour that went through the Midwest and
part of the South and back up the East Coast.
And in May we went on a two-week tour that
went through the same area, and in August, we
just kinda ran to New York City and back.”
Despite these recent events, The Standby is
still “standing” strong. While they don’t have
any upcoming shows, it’s more due to the end
of their previous tour than the robbery. For
anyone interested in The Standby’s music, or
just looking for more info about the band, you
can visit their Facebook page: facebook.com/
TheStandby814/.
You can donate to their GoFundMe by
scanning the provided
QR code or searching
“The Standby” on the
GoFundMe website.
Contributed Photos

Hazel Modlin
@edinboronow

Windows were smashed out of the van and various equipment taken.

‘Birds of Prey’ soundtrack
reps Harley, is chaotic & full
of female empowerment
By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

“How does a bastard,
orphan, son of a whore….”
The opening lyrics
to Broadway smash hit
“Hamilton” are both chilling
and ones that take me to a
better place.
The stage show and
subsequent album, written
by the magnificent LinManuel Miranda, is one of
few records to be constantly
replayed in my lifetime. I
stumbled upon the album
and musical late in the scene,
but that didn’t stop me from
falling head first into its
sounds and lyrics.
“Hamilton” has struck a
chord with thousands and
thousands of people (good
luck getting a ticket to it),
and it’s not only because it’s
an amazing take on a story
not often talked about in
history, but the soundtrack is
versatile and inspiring.
The near title track,
“Alexander Hamilton,” and
“My Shot” are two songs I
listen to when I need to be
pepped up, or just want to
hear an inspiring track. I’ve
spent many nights up late
working on school work with
“My Shot” on repeat.
“Stay Alive (Reprise)”
and “It’s Quiet Uptown” are
songs I listen to when I’m
melancholy. “Stay Alive” has
an emotion-pulling melody
and similarly effective
vocals. “It’s Quiet Uptown”
is the reaction to Philip’s
death, and I don’t think it’s
managed to not make me cry
since I’ve first listened to it.

My favorite song, “Aaron
Burr, Sir,” shows the
characteristics of both main
characters and is something
that will immediately
cheer me up. When I hear
Burr sing, “you punched
the bursar,” it always gets
me. The track also shows
Hamilton’s love and passion
for what he wants to do, plus
it’s the amazing introduction
to other main cast members
(each one providing a nice
contrast to Burr).
If “Aaron Burr, Sir” is
the introduction to the
relationship between the two
(Hamilton and Burr), then
“Your Obedient Servant”
shows the breaking point
(before the duel that is). It
shows the quirks of the two
just as well as “Aaron Burr,
Sir,” which brings it close
to the top on my favorites
list. The way Miranda wrote
Burr and Hamilton and their
interactions makes them
perfect characters to oppose
each other, and “Aaron Burr,
Sir” is the first song that
features their back-andforth.
“Cabinet Battle #1” and
“#2” are fun pieces that pull
on politics from the era,
and the raps thrown at each
other are great quips. I listen
to these often when I need a
bit of humor in my life.
Not only has Hamilton
led me to life-changing
music, but it also involved
some of my favorite actors,
which has then led me to
more things I love. Anthony
Ramos (John Laurens and
Philip Hamilton) does his
own music, plus starred

in “She’s Got to Have It”
(another soundtrack/album
that is stunning) and the
“In the Heights” movie
coming out this summer.
“In the Heights” is a musical
written by Miranda based
on characters from New
York’s Washington Heights.
Christopher Jackson (George
Washington) plays one of my
favorite characters in “Bull.”
Without “Hamilton,” I may
not have found these actors
or become attached to them.
“Hamilton” has amazing
songs, perfect for all
emotional states listeners
may be in, and it provides
some amazing lines that
I love to quote. It tells
Hamilton’s story, but it
doesn’t stray away from the
negative parts of his life. I
think that makes everything
even more emotional
because you’re attached to
this man and know his faults
and drive.
As the “Hamilton” musical
ends with “Who Lives,
Who Dies, Who Tells Your
Story,” it’s fitting I do too.
The song marvels over
Hamilton’s life and Eliza’s
life after his death. It pulls
on the heartstrings as the
album and musical covered
Hamilton’s life, but also Eliza
worrying if she did enough
to keep his story known.
Miranda brought
Hamilton back to
mainstream conversation; he
was supposed to be removed
off the bill.
Erica Burkholder
sports.spectator@gmail.com

By Erica Burkholder
Sports Editor

Harley Quinn is a new woman in “Birds
of Prey.” Her character is complex, and
while I loved her, she had her flaws, and the
soundtrack is the same way. However, my
issues with the soundtrack are more with the
instrumental songs as opposed to the rest of
the soundtrack.
The stand-outs for me were “Joke’s On You”
by Charlotte Lawrence and “Invisible Chains”
by Lauren Jauregui. “Joke’s On You” reminds
me of early Halsey (think “New Americana”
and “Color”), and I enjoyed how the vocals
and the music don’t quite match in some
places. The chorus of “Joke’s On You” is sung
over a crescendo and its chilling. The rest of
the lyrics split time over strong piano notes
and softened ones. The effect leads to a power
song for a powerful part of the movie.
“Invisible Chains” is a soft pop power
ballad that displays Jauregui’s vocal capability.
The difference in the slowed down chorus
and the pumped-up backgrounds blend
beautifully.
ADONA’s “Hit Me With Your Best Shot” is
a slowed down cover of one of Pat Benatar’s
biggest tracks, and it’s powerful and stunning.
The music in the background has
warped vocals and sound effects
that make the song one of the
more unique songs on the
soundtrack.
“It’s a Man’s Man’s Man’s
World” is sung by Jurnee SmellotBell, who plays Black
Canary. The song
is killer, and it’s
heard in a club
scene. Not only
does the song
set the tone of
the scene, but it
stuns as a display
of Black Canary’s
ability.

“Diamonds” by Megan Thee Stallion and
Normani is Harley Quinn within a song. The
song being about diamonds (a key point of
the movie) has some great lines like “I ain’t
afraid to catch a case” and “I’m a supershero,
b----, don’t try me h-- / Bad like a villain, I
pop it and then I reload” that really resonate
with Harley Quinn. “You want me to be a
little more ladylike? / Come through with
my girls, then beat your a-- on ladies’ night”
matches the tone of the movie. The song is
catchy and fun.
“Boss B----” by Doja Cat is a girl power
bop. The chorus of “I’m a b----, I’m a boss
/ I’m a b---- and a boss /And my shine like
gloss” is something that will be stuck in your
head.
Overall this album is stunning, many of the
songs are catchy. To quote a tweet I saw that I
wholeheartedly agree with “the Birds of Prey
soundtrack rly [sic] does go harder than it has
any right to.” I recommend listening to the
album as its full girl power and its full chaos
as is Harley Quinn.
Erica Burkholder|sports.spectator@gmail.com
Photos: Atlantic Records
Graphic by Kimberly Firestine
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Women’s basketball dunks Cal U 77-53, clinches playoff spot
By Jackson Leopp
Staff Writer

The Fighting Scots women’s
basketball team will be heading
to the PSAC playoffs for the 11th
year in a row after a dominant
performance at McComb
Fieldhouse against California
University of Pennsylvania. They
would defeat the Vulcans, 77-53.
The Scots moved to 14-8
overall and 12-6 in conference
play with the win. They also
broke a third place PSAC tie with
the Vulcans with the victory.
The last time the two teams
had met, on Jan. 11, Cal was
nationally ranked and Edinboro
upset them, 73-72. That victory
actually kicked off a hot streak
for the Fighting Scots, as they
won 11 of 12 since the game.
When asked her thoughts on
the team’s performance since the
first meeting with Cal, senior

Cheniya Sharpe said, “I don’t
really think it has changed too
much. We all kind of learned
how to play better together and
grow our chemistry together,
so that everybody comes out
with energy and we’re all ready
to play.”
Sharpe scored 14 points and
was instrumental in leading the
team to their victory, an effort
that got off to an early start.
Throughout the first quarter, the
Fighting Scots almost completely
shut out Cal, limiting them
to only five points. Edinboro
jumped out to a double-digit
lead in the meantime.
Going forward to the end
of the half, the Fighting Scots
continued widening their lead,
with freshman Rana Elhusseini
and Michaela Barnes scoring a
combined 24 points by the end
of quarter two. Edinboro would

lead at the intermission, 41-20.
After the half, the crowd
roared to life as Edinboro
increased the lead to a high
of 25 before Cal rallied to get
some points on the board. The
third quarter would end at 5436 in EU’s favor.
Throughout the last quarter
of the game, Edinboro pushed
the lead to beyond 30 points
several times, with Barnes
scoring 30 points total. This
was her seventh 30-point game
this season.
On Wednesday, Edinboro
took to the road to face
off against No. 4 Indiana
University of Pennsylvania
(after The Spectator’s press
deadline). IUP has only lost one
game this season, which was in
mid-February to Cal.
Jackson Leopp | @edinboronow

Photo: Jackson Leopp

Michaela Barnes attempts a free throw in the Lady Scots’ 77-53 victory.

Scots lose close game to Clarion on the hardwood, 79-70
By Sam Bohen
Staff Writer

Photo: Dylan Baumgartner

Daylon Harris, a forward for the Fighting Scots,
shoots over a defender earlier this season.

In the closing minutes of their recent
road game against Clarion, the Fighting
Scots men’s basketball team could not
keep pace, falling 79-70. The loss marked
the 12th consecutive for Edinboro, setting
a school record. They dropped to 5-16
overall and 2-14 in PSAC play.
The Scots came out hot, which has been
the case in many of their most recent
games. The teams battled their way to
an 11-11 tie with just under 14 minutes
remaining in the first half. Clarion then
decided it would try to implement an
early press on Edinboro, but it was a
tactical move Head Coach Pat Cleary was
prepared for.
“We noticed that (the press) when we
studied them on film this week,” he said.
“I thought our guys did a really good job
to break it.”
They wouldn’t just beat the press, they’d
jump out to a 20-13 lead with 10 minutes
remaining in the opening half. The Scots
were able to take the lead thanks to a 9-2
run, with points from Anthony Coleman,
Trey Staunch, Jaryn Simpson and
Kameron King in that span.
While four of the five starters scored
in that run, the fifth, Anthony Allen, was

busy cleaning up the glass. Allen and
Staunch would combine for 25 boards on
the night, including a career-high 13 from
Allen. In the first half, the Scots would
out-rebound the Golden Eagles, 26-15,
which included an 11-1 advantage on the
offensive glass.
“They did a great job out there
(rebounding) in the first half,” said Cleary.
“We can get even more production out of
them, I believe. We have that ability.”
The Fighting Scots would continue to
trade blows with Clarion heading toward
the break, maintaining a 38-36 lead as the
buzzer sounded.
A quick Coleman bucket, followed by
Simpson hitting from deep, and Allen
putting in two more gave the Scots a
second-half advantage right out of the
gate. Coleman would finish with 20 points
on the night, tying him with Staunch for
the team lead.
“He certainly gives us more firepower
out there,” Cleary said of Coleman, the
senior who leads the Scots in scoring. He
was playing in only his second game back
after missing five straight due to an injury.
Clarion would respond, scoring eight
unanswered to take back the lead at 4643. They would extend that advantage
to 55-48 with just over 10 minutes
remaining in the game, but the Fighting

Scots would not go quietly. Staunch,
Coleman, Simpson and senior Daylon
Harris would add buckets, cutting it to
65-61, Clarion, at the five-minute mark.
A Coleman “and-one” play, plus quick
baskets from Staunch and Alex Jay would
then cut it to a one-point deficit, 71-70,
with 1:23 remaining. Unfortunately for
the Scots, that would be the last points
they put up in the contest. Clarion would
go on to score the final eight of the game,
winning 79-70.
Despite the loss, and the ongoing
losing streak, there should be reason for
optimism for fans of the Fighting Scots.
The team has played with energy and
vigor the last few games, an energy that
had seemingly disappeared since the early
portion of the season. Games are being
played down to the wire now and aren’t
over after the first half of play.
“If we keep this energy up, and
compete like heck, we can get off this
streak,” Cleary said.
The Scots lost to California University
of Pennsylvania on Saturday, which
would be their 13th consecutive defeat.
See complete coverage in this issue of The
Spectator.
Sam Bohen | edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

Lady Scots trounce
Clarion, prepare to face
nationally-ranked IUP
By Jackson Leopp
Staff Writer

Photo: Allen Eyestone/palmbeachpost.com/TNS

Alex Bregman speaks to the media about the Houston Astros’ sign stealing scandal.

Houston Astros speak to media about their stealing scandal
By Chuck Schilken
Los Angeles Times

Carlos Correa has a message for Cody
Bellinger: The Houston Astros won the
2017 World Series “fair and square.”
Bellinger made headlines Friday
by ripping the Astros, who defeated
the Dodgers in seven games to win
that championship but have since
been exposed for using a sign-stealing
scheme in 2017 and part of 2018.
“Everyone knows they stole the ring
from us,” the reigning National League
most valuable player said.
Correa is one of many members of
the Astros organization who expressed
remorse Thursday for their roles in the
scheme. But in an interview with Ken
Rosenthal published Saturday by the
Athletic, the shortstop was defending
himself and his teammates from the
anger directed their way by other
players, Bellinger in particular.
“When I analyze all the games, we
earned that championship,” Correa said
of the 2017 World Series. “We didn’t

steal it.”
According to Correa, the Astros did
not have the Dodgers’ signs for that
series because “World Series games are
too important to use easy signs. There
are Morse codes out there. There are
signs that nobody can get. There are
so many variations you can use, and
nobody can get that.”
He added that the deciding Game
7, won 5-1 by the Astros, took place at
Dodger Stadium. “There was no trash
can on the road, no cheating on the
road,” Correa said.
As far as who was to blame for the
Dodgers’ loss, Correa said: “When
you look at the World Series, they
left so many guys on base in Game 7,
throughout the whole World Series.
Cody didn’t have a good World Series.
For him to be talking about us stealing
that championship, don’t talk about
it. You should not be talking about it.
You should have done something about
it. When you analyze the games, we
won fair and square. We earned that
championship.”

Correa also addressed Bellinger’s
assertion that the Astros’ Jose Altuve
did not earn the NL MVP award he
received in 2017.
“The reason Jose Altuve apologized
to the media was for being part of the
team and for not stopping it,” Correa
said. “But he’s not apologizing for using
the trash can. He’s not apologizing for
cheating because he did not cheat. ...
Jose Altuve earned that MVP, and he’s
been showing that for years.”
Correa added: “(Bellinger) said that
they all lost respect for us. But that’s not
how life works. We all make mistakes.
And because you make a mistake,
people are not going to lose respect
for you. It’s how you confront those
mistakes that you make. You’ve got to
admit to those mistakes. You’ve got to
accept those mistakes. You’ve got to
learn from them. You’ve got to change
so you don’t make those mistakes again.
And you’ve got to move on with a clean
slate. You can’t be judged by the first
mistake you make. That’s not how life
works at all.”

After suffering an
overtime loss at PittJohnstown, the Fighting
Scots women’s basketball
team bounced back on
the road against Clarion.
They would top the Golden
Eagles, 82-59.
Following the win,
Edinboro moved to 11-6
within their conference,
while Clarion fell to 2-16.
Seniors Michaela Barnes
and Bridgette Shaffer led
the team in scoring with 28
and 24 points, respectively.
Barnes’ 28 points place
her third in career scoring
here at Edinboro. She is
now 129 points behind the
all-time leader, Samantha
Reimer.
Edinboro did not appear
dominant at first. Clarion
jumped out to an 11-10
lead before the Fighting
Scots pushed back,
finishing the quarter at
18-13. Barnes led the team
early, scoring 10 of those
points for Edinboro.
The Fighting Scots’
second quarter, though,
was their highest scoring.
The team put 26 points
on the board compared
to Clarion’s 18. This
widened the lead to double
digits, where it would stay
virtually unchallenged for

the remainder of the game.
Barnes scored 20 points
before halftime. Shaffer
scored only 10 of her 24
points before the half,
while then closing strong.
The third quarter saw the
closest trade of points for
the night, with Edinboro’s
17 almost being matched
by Clarion’s 14. Going into
the final quarter, Edinboro
sped up the game and
widened their lead to above
20 points, where it would
ultimately end.
Notable performances
included Barnes’ recordbreaking moment, as well
as Shaffer shooting 6-9
from long distance. Rana
Elhusseini also hit a career
high with 10 rebounds.
When asked about
preparing for away games,
Elhusseini said: “At the
end of the day, it’s all the
same. We’ve just gotta be
mentally prepared whether
we’re on the road or at
home.”
After Saturday’s
win against California
University of Pennsylvania,
the Fighting Scots took to
the road to play against
nationally-ranked Indiana
University of Pennsylvania
on Wednesday (after The
Spectator’s press deadline).
Jackson Leopp | @edinboronow
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Women’s track DMR qualifies for NCAA
By Steven McGarvie
Staff Writer

The Edinboro women’s track and
field team traveled to Grand Valley State
University to compete at the two-day GVSU
Big Meet on Feb. 14-15. On both days
the Fighting Scots turned in impressive
performances in a tough field consisting of
Division I and II schools.
On Friday, Feb. 14, the distance runners
set the tone for a successful weekend as
three Fighting Scots performed well on the
big stage. Junior Stefanie Parsons continued
her dominant season by setting a new school
record in the 3,000-meter run with a blazing
time of 9:41.92. This was good enough for
seventh overall and is the fastest time in the
PSAC conference this season, along with
ranking 12th in the nation.
Both Hope Pietrocarlo and Tori
Klimowicz set personal records with their
strong performances. Klimowicz beat her
best time in the 5,000-meter run by 32
seconds with a mark of 18:00.52. She placed
65th out of 194 competitors. Pietrocarlo,
meanwhile, was the 27th fastest runner in
the 3,000 with a time of 10:03.04. That’s
currently the second fastest time in the

PSAC conference (behind only Parsons).
Saturday brought more success for
Edinboro runners as the distance medley
relay team ran an NCAA provisional
qualifying time of 11:54.69 and was the
eight quickest at the meet. Three of the four
legs were run by freshmen.
“Almost everything we did this weekend
was a notable performance,” said Head
Coach Anne Cleary. “I was beyond pleased
with everyone that competed over the
weekend…this is the best meet anyone on
our team, other than the national qualifiers,
will see all year.”
With two weeks remaining before the
PSAC Championships, Cleary wants to
try and qualify more athletes to join their
teammates.
“We are distance heavy, but we have more
people in non-distance events than we have
had in a while,” she said. “This weekend
at our meet we would like to add at least a
couple more people to the conference list.”
Edinboro returns to the track next at the
Edinboro Invite to be held at the Mike S.
Zafirovsky Sports and Recreation Dome on
Friday.
Steven McGarvie | sports.spectator@gmail.com

Swimming heads to PSAC
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

EDINBORO, Pa. — The
Edinboro men’s and women’s
swimming teams will compete
in the 2020 PSAC Swimming
Championships on Wednesday,
Feb. 19 to Saturday, Feb.
22. The championships will
once again take place at the
Graham Aquatic Center
in York, Pennsylvania.
Swimmers will compete in the
preliminaries each day at 10
a.m., with the finals to start at
6 p.m. Saturday’s final session
begins at 5 p.m. Practically
every swimmer on head
coach Chris Rhodes’ team
has qualified for the PSAC
Championships. Only one
men’s swimmer among both
teams did not qualify. A year
ago, the Edinboro women’s
team finished sixth out of 12
teams, while the men’s squad
was seventh out of seven teams.
Rhodes biggest concern isn’t
where his teams finish in the
team race. Rather, he looks for
each swimmer to have a strong
showing while improving on
their previous best times.
The women’s swimming
team features a pair swimmers
who rank among the top
swimmers in the PSAC, and
are wrapping up outstanding
careers.
Katelyn Kopacko has posted
an NCAA B qualifying time in
the 50-yard freestyle, breaking
her own school record in the

process. Her time of 22.93 is
the top time in the PSAC this
year. A year ago, the senior won
the PSAC title in the 50-yard
freestyle after finishing second a
year earlier. She would go on to
qualify for the NCAA Division
II National Championships
and finish 21st. Kopacko has
the sixth-fastest time in the
100-yard freestyle. A year ago,
she was a member of the 200yard freestyle relay team that
finished third to earn All-PSAC
honors.
Yana Miletska has dominated
the competition this year, in
the process posting NCAA
provisional marks in both the
100 and 200-yard breaststrokes.
She set the school record in
the 200-yard breaststroke
earlier this year, and her time
of 2:17.89 is the best in the
PSAC this year. A year ago
she finished fourth in the
event after placing fifth as a
sophomore.
The native of the Ukraine
also owns an NCAA provisional
time of 1:03.35 in the 100-yard
breaststroke, the second-best
time in the conference this
year. She earned All-PSAC
honors in the event last year,
coming in third. The year
before she was fifth in the 100yard breaststroke. In addition,
Miletska was sixth in 200 and
400-yard IM. She currently
owns the fourth-fastest time
in the 200-yard IM. Two other
seniors, Melia Andrulonis and
Kaitlyn Daiger, will be making

their final appearance at the
PSAC Championships. Daiger
was a member of the 200-yard
freestyle relay team earned AllPSAC honors with a third place
finish last year. She also swam a
leg of the 200-yard medley relay
team that just missed earning
All-PSAC honors, placing
fourth.
The future also bodes well for
the Fighting Scots. Freshman
Paige Smith has qualified in
seven events, tops on the team
along with Miletska, while
fellow freshman Makayla Scheu
has qualified in three.
The men’s team is led by
senior Nick Bradford and
freshman Gerardo Ruiz.
Bradford has qualified in eight
events and Ruiz six. Bradford is
making his fourth appearance
at the PSAC’s. He is highlyseeded in several events,
including owning the fifth-best
time in the 100-yard backstroke
(51.58). In addition, he owns
the sixth-best times in the 200yard backstroke (1:54.04) and
200-yard IM (1:54.76).
Junior Michael Kocher has
the fourth-fastest time in the
200-yard backstroke (1:53.14),
while freshman Ted Kinney has
the sixth-fastest time in the 100yard freestyle at 46.19.
Jackson Bangert and Noah
Frederick are Edinboro’s other
seniors making their final
appearances at the PSAC
Championships. Both have
qualified in three events, not
including relays.

LAX opens season with narrow loss
By Bob Shreve
EU Sports Information

FINDLAY, Ohio – The Edinboro women’s
lacrosse team came up just shy of a big upset to
open the 2020 season. The Fighting Scots dropped
an 11-10 decision at Findlay to begin their second
season under head coach LeighAnn Stauffer.
Findlay was picked as the Great Midwest
Athletic Conference preseason favorite along with
Tiffin after winning the G-MAC Tournament.
Edinboro, meanwhile, was picked to finish seventh
in the PSAC West.
The Fighting Scots dominated the match
statistically, totaling 35 shots compared to 18 for
the Oilers. However, Edinboro converted on just
1-of-11 free position shots, while Findlay was 4-of7. Findlay committed 22 turnovers, with Edinboro
committing 15.
Sophie DePalma led Edinboro with a careerbest 5 goals. In the process, the junior moved
into 11th place in career scoring with 78 points.
Hailey Dobbins, playing in her first match with
the Fighting Scots after transferring from SUNY
Cortland, added 3 goals and an assist. Her sister,
Sidney Dobbins, a standout on both the lacrosse
and women’s soccer teams, added a goal, as did
Mary Uplinger.
The match was closely contested, with eight
ties and six lead changes. Findlay would open the
scoring, but back-to-back goals by DePalma gave
Edinboro a 2-1 lead at the 19:21 mark of the first
half.
Findlay would score four of the next five
goals to take a 5-3 lead with just over 13 minutes
remaining. It was the only time all day either team
led by more than a goal.
Hailey Dobbins would score her first career
goal as a Fighting Scot with 5:24 remaining in the

half as the first half ended with Findlay holding a
5-4 lead. Edinboro held a 19-10 advantage in shots
but was 0-of-8 on free position shots.
The Dobbins sisters combined for the tying goal
to start the second half, with Hailey assisting on a
goal by Sidney. DePalma followed with her fourth
goal of the day as Edinboro reclaimed the lead at
605 with 27:33 remaining.
Findlay followed with back-to-back goals by
Ashleigh Lesser and Allie Kasprzyk for a 7-6 lead
just more than ten minutes into the second half,
but Edinboro answered with a pair of goals for an
8-7 lead. DePalma’s fifth goal accounted for the
first at 18:05, and at 16:30, Hailey Dobbins scored.
Ciara Burud scored her second goal to tie the
match 32 seconds later, but Edinboro regained the
lead at 9-8 as Mary Uplinger scored her first goal
of the season at the 13:31 mark. Lesser knotted the
match at 9-9 with her second goal at 10:25, and
the Oilers grabbed a 10-9 lead at 9:09 on a goal by
Danielle Dilorenzo.
Hailey Dobbins’ third goal would knot things
up again at 10-10 with 7:05 to play. Diloreto
accounted for the game-winner off a pass from
Burud with 2:38 remaining. Findlay would claim
the ensuing draw control, but Kaitlyn Binotto
came up with a save with 38 seconds left. A
turnover gave the ball back to the Oilers and they
ran out the clock.
Binotto was making her first career start in goal,
as Candace McDole will miss the season with an
injury. The junior had 5 saves. Findlay’s Rachel
Bornstein totaled 16 saves.
Burud led Findlay with 3 goals and 3 assists.
Dilorenzo, Kasprzyk, Lesser, and Adriana Santucci
scored a pair of goals apiece.
Edinboro returns to action on Wednesday, Feb.
19 playing at Walsh. The match gets underway at
5 p.m.

Photo: Zach Mixter

Jaryn Simpson drives down the court against Clarion earlier this season.

Vulcans strike down men
Team still looking to break record losing streak
By Sam Bohen
Staff Writer

The Edinboro men’s basketball team lost
at home against California University of
Pennsylvania on Feb. 15, 93-67. The loss brings
the Scots to 5-17 on the season, including 2-16
in PSAC play. California snapped a two-game
losing streak and clinched a spot in the PSAC
postseason tournament with the win.
The Vulcans came out of the gate red hot,
hitting four 3-pointers in the early going and
jumping out to a 12-5 lead. Edinboro, in their
home whites, wouldn’t let things get out of
control early on, answering with an Anthony
Coleman three and a jam via Anthony Allen.
However, California controlled the tempo
of the game, pushing the ball relentlessly
every chance they got, which would prove
problematic for the Scots.
“We wanted to slow them down and not let
them mess up our rhythm,” said junior guard
Jaryn Simpson. “Unfortunately for us, that
didn’t work today.”
Part of Edinboro’s problem came from the
fact that California simply wasn’t missing much
of anything in the first half, or on the day,
finishing the contest shooting over 40 percent
as a team. After ‘Boro would tighten the lead at
27-22, the Vulcans closed the half outscoring
the Scots 23-8, pushing the lead to 50-30.
In the first half, California hit 11 shots from
beyond the arc.
“It was very frustrating seeing all those shots
go down,” Simpson said. “At half, they told us
it was 11 threes, and we knew we needed to cut
that off in the second half. Ultimately, I think it
was our rotations in the first half; we were just
slow.”
The Vulcans were able to take advantage
of the mentioned slow rotations, seeming to
always make the extra pass necessary to turn
a good shot into a great shot. ‘Boro would
also try to counter the fast-paced offense by
switching to a zone defense with under 10
minutes to play in the first.
The maestro of the Vulcans’ up-tempo attack
was point guard Brent Pegram, who finished
with 30 points on the day and held tight to
his claim as the PSAC’s third-leading scorer.
Pegram would also finish with eight assists,
eight rebounds and six steals. Everywhere the
Scots looked Saturday afternoon, Pegram was

there.
“We tried to keep the ball out of Brent’s
hands,” said Simpson, who was, at times,
charged with guarding the star. “If he passed,
we tried not to let him get it back. But they kept
finding ways to get it to him and he certainly
made it hard on us.”
Simpson was one of three Fighting Scots to
finish with 12 points, joined by Coleman and
Trey Staunch. Five Scots in total, including
Steven Freeman and Alex Jay, would end up
in double figures on the night. Simpson would
also finish with six rebounds, four assists and
two steals of his own.
Edinboro would put up a fight in the
opening minutes of the second half, scoring
six consecutive points and cutting the lead to
50-36. However, that would be as close as they
would get for the remainder of the game. To
the Scots’ credit, they did cut down the 3-point
shooting of the Vulcans, holding California to
only two made shots from beyond the arc in
the last two quarters.
An incredibly scary moment came at the
13:48 mark of the second half when Vulcans
guard Zyan Collins suffered a fall where he
appeared to land on his head. The arena fell
completely silent for nearly five minutes
as Collins would remain on the ground.
Ultimately, he would walk off under his own
power, giving high fives and handshakes to
both teams as he did so. The training staff of
Edinboro was able to jump into action right
away and help the visiting player.
With the final buzzer came the 13th
consecutive loss for the Fighting Scots, who
sit all alone now at the bottom of the PSAC
West standings. It is the longest losing streak in
Edinboro men’s basketball history.
“We’re going to keep our heads high and
keep pushing through this hard time,” Simpson
said. “It’s all about mental toughness right
now. If we stay together as a team, we can push
through this and be better because of it.”
The Scots face a difficult challenge coming
up, as they go on the road to Indiana University
of Pennsylvania to play the No. 9 Crimson
Hawks, who currently sit at 21-2. Tipoff is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday (after
press deadline).
Sam Bohen | sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Impact of the Iowa Caucus on our elections
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

Generally, the Democratic National
Committee determines the rules for caucuses
nationwide. During the Democratic National
Convention, the delegates determined by the
caucuses and primaries are confirmed and
bound to support their presidential candidate
of choice in the Electoral College, though
there have been rare defectors. A House
Democratic Caucus decides the presidential
candidate for the Democratic Party.
The Republican Party has similar meetings,
called the Republican National Convention
and the House Republican Conference.
Instead of primary elections, some states
hold their own caucuses. Citizens decide
amongst themselves which presidential
candidate they want their delegates to vote for
at the National Convention.
Iowa is one such state. Iowa holds public
caucuses wherein citizens vote locally on who
they want to be the Democratic presidential
candidate and to determine how many of the
state’s delegates will support that candidate. In
this sense, it is akin to the primary elections
held in other states, as civilians are essentially
voting on the nomination. Unlike the solitary,
ballot-based primary elections, though, Iowa
caucuses mimic the Democratic Caucus in
that Democrats meet to discuss their options
and vote. The voting blocks participating in
Iowa caucuses are referred to as “precincts.”
Citizens meet at a specific location in each
precinct and debate. Each room is divided up,
with each section representing a presidential
candidate. Voters sit/stand in the area that
corresponds with their choice and try to
convince undecided voters to join them, along
with encouraging their opposition to defect to
their side.
The results of this are recorded thrice
throughout the day, then reported to the
next level of the caucuses. Of the process,
Dr. Bridget Jeffery, Edinboro University
political science professor, said, “If one
person’s counting is off, an inaccurate count
could make a huge difference for presidential
candidates.”
Candidates need at least 15% of the total
vote in each precinct to retain delegates. As
candidates drop out, the constituents can
strengthen other campaigns.
Historically, these caucuses have been
lauded as a truly democratic event because
citizens, not their elected representatives,
determine who their delegates will represent
in the Electoral College. This year, the Iowa
caucus was an even more highly-anticipated
event, as the state rolled out a smartphone
app, IowaReporter, specifically for recording
votes. Unfortunately, this reliance on
technology was catastrophic.
Early on— as in hours before the caucuses
began on Feb. 3 — the app proved buggy
and ineffective. Before and after the caucuses
began, pleas for help with the freezing and
crashing of the app went directly to a single
customer service representative who did not

respond to all the calls and emails.
Eventually, volunteer precinct leaders
were told by higher-ups to manually record
the votes instead of using the app. The
volunteers — housed in a secure room dubbed
the “boiler room,” and operating secure
computers — found that they needed a code
from their smartphones to unlock the app and
collect data. Smartphones they had been told
to leave outside of the boiler room.
According to The New York Times,
“Volunteers resorted to passing around a spare
iPad to log into the system. Melissa Watson,
the state party’s chief financial officer, who
was in charge of the boiler room, did not
know how to operate a Google spreadsheet
application used to input data, Democratic
officials later acknowledged.”
Eventually, the precinct leaders called
their underlings across the state to task them
with sending photos of their handwritten
results to secure email addresses. The Times
investigation found the email had been
unmonitored, and over 700 of the emails
went unread. As the fiasco unfolded, Ars
Technica reported that users on 4chan
posted the hotline number for the election
and encouraged each other to jam the Iowa
Democrat phone lines to further the chaos.
After that, the entire caucus crumbled
swiftly. Human error and hubris impeded
democracy as votes were miscounted
and mismanaged. Campaign leaders for
presidential candidates waited hours after
the deadline for results that remain far from
certain. The Times reported “inconsistencies
in the reported data for at least one in six of
the state’s precincts.” They also wrote, “Errors
occurred at every stage of the tabulation
process: in recording votes, in calculating and
awarding delegates, and in entering the data
into the state party’s database.”
According to their analysis, “at least 10%
of precincts appeared to have improperly
allocated their delegates.”
IowaReporter was developed by a company
called Shadow, which was contracted by the
chairman of the Iowa Democratic Party,
Troy Price, in the Fall of 2019 — a short
window for developing a secure, customized,
interactive data collection app that would
be used statewide. Precious information
was required to be collected and accurately
tallied: delegate seats are distributed based
on equations regarding the votes tallied at the
local level, the county level, the district level,
and finally, the state level. “Hundreds of state
delegate equivalents, the metric the party
uses to determine delegates for the national
convention, were at stake in these precincts,”
said The New York Times.
While Republicans revel in this apparent
failure of the democratic party, serious
questions have been raised by Democrats
about the efficiency of the electoral system
and whether Iowa should be the first primary
election in the race. A week after the caucuses,
ARS Technica reported the results as “still
in dispute.” Furthermore, the Associated

‘Parasite’ makes history

First international film to snag best picture
By Rhiannon Pushchak
Music Editor

The Oscars are always one of the most
viewed television events of the year. It’s
also the easiest way for filmmakers from
around the world to gain recognition
for excellence in their craft. On Feb. 9,
visionary director Bong Joon-ho made
history when his 11th feature, “Parasite,”
won the prestigious Academy Award
for Best Picture. The first international
film to win the prize, it would beat
out Quentin Tarantino’s “Once Upon
a Time...In Hollywood,” Sam Mendes’
“1917” and Todd Phillips’ “Joker,” among
others. Joon-ho’s “Parasite” also became
the first South Korean film to receive an
array of accolades.
“Parasite” is a dark comedy/thriller
that follows a lower-class family as they
struggle to stay af loat. Determined to
move up in status and to make money,
they get themselves jobs working for a
higher-class family. As more members
of the family pose as people in various
positions, such as a driver, housekeeper,
art therapist and tutor, they have to
pretend that they don’t know each other,
but must also work together to keep their
jobs.
The Best Picture history wasn’t the
only thing that made the film special.
Joon-ho (“Snowpiercer,” “The Host,”
“Okja”) was also given the Academy
Award for Best Director in the first time
a South Korean film was nominated in
that category.
“Parasite” also took home Best
Original Screenplay and Best
International Feature Film. The film was
also nominated for Best Film Editing

and Best Production Design, but lost
to “Ford v Ferrari” and “Once Upon a
Time...In Hollywood” respectively.
The Oscars weren’t the only place that
“Parasite” wowed audiences and film
critics alike. At the Cannes Film Festival
in France, the film won the Palme d’Or,
the highest prize given at the festival. It
was the first time a Korean film won the
honor (and by unanimous vote. no less).
Joon-ho’s cinematic masterpiece
winning is incredibly important. Cinema
is meant to be enjoyed by all people
from all walks of life, no matter where
they hail from or where they are based
out of. Art is meant to be shared, and
the “Parasite” accolades are proof that
there’s so much more out there that
needs to be seen beyond our national
borders. During his acceptance speech at
the Golden Globes, Joon-ho stated this in
the most beautiful way possible: “Once
you overcome the one-inch-tall barrier
of subtitles, you will be introduced to so
many more amazing films.”
Joon-ho gave all of his acceptance
speeches in his native language, an
act that’s a stand all its own. Systemic
racism has always existed in cinema,
and the fact that people won’t go to see
a film simply because it’s not presented
in English, or if there are subtitles at the
bottom of the screen, is silly. Joon-ho is
making valiant efforts to bridge the gap
between borders, and we as film buffs
couldn’t been happier.
“Parasite” will pave the way for future
international cinema to come into the
American mainstream.
Rhiannon Pushchak | @edinboronow

Press had still not declared a winner and the
Sanders campaign was seeking a recanvas of
some precincts. Pete Buttigieg has since been
declared the winner, with a lead over Bernie
Sanders totaling 1/10th of a percentage point.
Further investigation by The Times found
that, of the 10% of precincts whose results
were mishandled, problems included:
“recorded votes did not tally up,” “candidates
without enough support won delegates,” “too
many delegates awarded,” “delegates calculated
improperly” and “data entry mistakes.” A
review of the 1,678 precincts in Iowa shattered
the illusion of a fair election.
“There is no way to know how many of
these errors occurred without a full recanvas
of every precinct worksheet,” wrote The New
York Times.
On caucus day, demands by frustrated
campaign leaders to, at the bare minimum,
receive the counts from the local-level
caucuses (an oddity, as the usual count
released is statewide) went unmet. Jeff Weaver,
identified by The Times as Sanders’ closest
advisor, said that he told Price: “You always
had to calculate these numbers, all we’re
asking is that you report them for the first
time. If you haven’t been calculating these
numbers all along, it’s been a fraud for 100
years.” Price promptly hung up. He has since
resigned from his position as head of the
Iowa Democratic Party and been replaced by
Interim Director Mark Smith.
Edinboro’s Jeffery has her own doubts about
the veracity of the Iowa Caucus.
“I think the Iowa Republicans got it wrong
in 2012 — [they] said Romney won the state,
but it was really former Pennsylvania U.S.
Senator Rick Santorum. There are probably
several accounts of that problem,” she stated.
I’m inclined to agree with Jeffery that
mistakes have been made in Iowa’s past. The
recent caucus likely exemplifies a recurring
issue. The theory of the current caucus
system is a sound one: citizens can debate the

best choice and convince others to support
their candidate, as opposed to the sterilized,
discussion-less primary process.
Caucuses also remove the possibility of a
“wasted vote”; when a candidate doesn’t reach
the required amount of votes in a precinct
(at least 15%) voters move to support their
second choice, then their third if applicable,
and so on. However, the point is moot if votes
aren’t properly counted.
I do believe a recanvas of questionable
precincts should be held. Further, in the
future, the caucus process should be organized
to the point of tedium and vetted heavily. It
should be perfected, not abolished. Though
the mistakes of party leaders have been
investigated and demonized, the grassroots
efforts of the many Iowa Democrats that
volunteered for their candidates should be
scrutinized and applauded.
The Associated Press released the results
of the Iowa Caucus on Feb. 11. Pete Buttigieg
received the most delegates (13), closely
followed by Bernie Sanders (12). The two top
candidates are separated by 0.1% of the vote, a
fact that prompts me to support a recanvas of
Iowa; how can we be sure of Buttigieg’s victory
with so many precincts in question? The short
answer is that we can’t.
Elizabeth Warren received eight delegates
and Joe Biden followed her with six. As the
primaries continue, it will be interesting to
see how other states handle their caucuses
in the wake of the Iowa disaster. Nevada’s
Democratic Caucus takes place Feb. 22,
and I am eager to see how their volunteer
efforts and overall results differ from Iowa’s.
Currently, 64 delegates have been declared;
Buttigieg leads with 22, closely followed by
Sanders at 21.
Future primaries and caucuses will
determine who will battle Donald Trump for
the Oval Office in November.
Zeila Hobson | @edinboronow
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Joe Biden shaking hands at the Iowa Caucus.

Writer encourages vaccination
By Madison Streich
Staff Writer

Anti-vaccination is now a national issue. Too
many are convinced that not getting a vaccination
will be more helpful than getting one. Meanwhile,
reputable doctors and other health specialists agree
that it’s beneficial for your health to get vaccinated,
according to Medical News Today.
It’s understandable that parents want the best
for their children, but I do not agree that avoiding
vaccinations is in their best interest.
People are more likely to attract these longeradicated diseases if they do not get that vaccine.
It’s so wrong to believe, “it’s not in my area, that
means I won’t get it.” Diseases drop in numbers
because there are people out there getting vaccines.
“Vaccines introduce a weakened or deactivated
version of a virus or bacteria into a child’s body,
which will protect them from certain illnesses in
the future. Some people fear that this process may
weaken the immune system or make a child unwell,”
reported Medical News Today.
The vaccine is a small part of the disease, which
then teaches your body to fight it off. That’s just
how a vaccine works; it’s not making anyone sick.
Statements such as these are not factual, therefore
they make no sense to me.
It also doesn’t make sense when people think that
a vaccination can push development of other future

health concerns.
“Most scientific and medical experts are satisfied
that no connection exists between vaccines and
autism and other neurodevelopmental disorders,”
reads the History of Vaccines website. Many in the
anti-vax community believe that if their kids receive
vaccines at a young age, it will lead to them having
autism later on.
According to the CDC, this worry is invalid:
“studies have shown that there is no link between
receiving vaccines and developing ASD (Autism
spectrum disorder). In 2011, an Institute of
Medicine (IOM) report on eight vaccines given to
children and adults found that with rare exceptions,
these vaccines are very safe.”
In more specific analysis of vaccines, this link
has once again been disproven. CDC research on
thimerosal, which is “a mercury-based preservative
used to prevent contamination of multidose vials of
vaccines” also does not cause austism.
I do not understand how parents can be
confident when they say a vaccine can give their
child autism. Look at the research. I certainly did.
It’s safe to say that anti-vaccination should not be
a thing. Everyone should be safe and get vaccinated
to prevent people from getting diseases and
spreading them to each other.
Madison Streich | @edinboronow

Photo: Mark Boster/LA Times/TNS

Vaccines are important in preventing disease from spreading.
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The fallout of Donald Trump’s impeachment
By Jason Hurst
Staff Writer

After years of support and hope, the House of
Representatives voted to impeach the 45th U.S. President
Donald Trump. He became the third sitting president to be
formally impeached, a decision many saw as a futile attempt
at ousting Trump from office. Numerous groups expressed
concern that nothing positive would come of a formal
impeachment, noting Republicans almost blindingly follow
the “Commander in Chief,” and that an acquittal would only
give more power to the president and aid in his re-election
campaign.
Democrats saw the articles of impeachment as a historic
win. Regardless of the outcome, Speaker of the House and
Democrat Nancy Pelosi stands by with the assurance of
“whatever happens, he’s impeached forever.” When the House
adopted the articles, some of her fellow Democrats cheered,
and Pelosi silenced them.
In a subsequent move that surprised absolutely nobody,
the U.S. Senate did what the world knew they would: acquit
Donald Trump of the charges brought against him by the
House. Abuse of power and obstruction of Congress were
the formal charges. The Constitution requires a 2/3 majority
to remove a president from office, and the Senate remained
divided among party lines.
While the outcome of the impeachment went exactly as
expected, it was, and is, the fallout that is most peculiar. In
a historic first, Sen. Mitt Romney, who ran again President
Barack Obama in 2012, voted against his own party by voting
guilty on the charge of abuse of power. He voted with his party
on the other article.
Many blasted Romney in the news and social media, with
some convinced his actions were career suicide. Some called
for his resignation, while others want him to be recalled. The
Utah legislature declined to hear bills introduced to do such
an action. Other Republican Party leaders have also decided
against what they call “punishment” for Romney. Only time
will tell how voting against his party will play out for the
senator.
Another aspect of the impeachment fallout came during
Trump’s State of the Union address, when Nancy Pelosi tore
up her copy of his speech at the end. What played out next
highlighted just how ignorant most of the country, mostly
Trump supporters, seem to be when it comes to understanding
the country’s laws and procedures. First, the internet saw its
chance and immortalized Pelosi as a meme. Second, and more
importantly, many called for repercussions against the Speaker,

as they saw her destruction of Trump’s speech as a violation of
the Presidential Records Act. It would have been a violation
if she held the original document. She did not. Numerous
individuals still call for something to be done, while experts
agree her actions don’t constitute a crime.
In addition, Trump has acted out in retaliation against those
called to testify. In what seems like petty revenge, multiple
witnesses and those who did not testify, but are affiliated with
said witnesses, were fired. While in character for the president,
who often exerts his authority like a child attempting to prove
themselves grown up, many Republicans voiced concern and
attempted to stop the firings, which occurred two days after
the impeachment trial. It is very hard to see this as anything
other than Trump’s retribution for their testimony.
Democrats saw the firings as Trump demanding blind
loyalty instead of honest testimony. Most of the aftermath of
the impeachment seems to revolve around Trump asserting
his power, seemingly to prove that he can use it with impunity
now that he has been acquitted of all charges. Others,
including those in his own party, caution him against doing

just that so soon. They’d rather he leave the mess in the past
and focus on the future.
Trump supporters have, of course, rallied behind the man
they consider infallible, seeing the acquittal as a sign of a great
president that the opposition will do anything to discredit
and destroy. Many expect the acquittal to be a tool Trump will
exploit in his re-election campaign.
Now that the hearings and trial are over, it seems the news
cycle has gone back to normal, with the president remaining in
the news as he always has. Trump has added the impeachment
results to the fire of his fanbase, but the expected end fails
to live up to the fears that this would push him and his
campaign to the next level. It isn’t much of a stretch to say the
impeachment did almost nothing to a man who is constantly
criticized in the media. It seems the fire of controversy that
fueled his initial election is fading. A lot can happen in the
upcoming months, and I would not count out the current
president just yet.
Jason Hurst | @edinboronow

Mitt Romney is the first senator to vote to impeach a member of his own party.

Photo: Senate Television/TNS

Help can be found at the Academic Success Center in the library
By Courtney Balcombe
Staff Writer

When it comes to academic success, there’s
only one place to go: the Baron-Forness
Library. The books are certainly a perk, but
on the second floor, the Academic Success
Center (ASC) is there to help students.
The ASC has a unique staff to help
all students reach their potential here
at Edinboro University. There are many
Academic Success Coordinators to meet
with, based on the student’s major. Their
staff is comprised of Brenda Abreu-Baker
(education), Aarron Hunsinger (humanities
and social sciences), LaTessa McClendon
(art, art education, music and music
education), George Morgan III (business and
undeclared) and Ashley Wassel (science and
health).
Dr. Philomena Gill, assistant vice president
of academic and student success, and her
team offers a variety of activities to students
to help them succeed.
“One of the main things is that it’s a
struggle to transition from high school to
college,” said Gill. “A lot of the students who
did really well in high school, when they
come to college it’s completely different and
they don’t understand why they’re not getting
the same grades they had in high school.”
According to the 2018-19 annual
report conducted by the ASC, most of
the appointments made by students were
for scheduling assistance, in addition to
academic concerns and for the Steps to
Success (S2S) program.
Some of the resources offered to students
include, but are not limited to: S2S, Starfish,
new student scheduling and Smarthinking.
During the 2018-19 academic year, the
annual report states that 252 students used
the S2S program. The program is designed
to help students on academic probation

or warning, meaning the student ended a
semester with a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or
lower.
Gill mentioned the students in this
program meet with a mentor, their
coordinator and their professors to complete
a course progress report.
“The goal of the program is to get them
back into good academic standing by the
end of the semester,” Gill said. “Students
have activity logs they fill out over the
steps to help them receive credit toward the
program.”
Results from the S2S program found that
students who did complete it were 14% more
likely to end the semester in good academic
standing than those who did not. Their term
GPA even goes up 0.55 more than those who
didn’t complete the steps.
Starfish is the EU retention technology
software, complete with early alert, allowing
faculty and staff to send concerns and
positive feedback regarding a student’s
progress. It also has a “Connect” feature
designed to promote student engagement.
According to the annual report, 828 concerns
were sent in.
“Faculty can flag students who are not
doing too well in their class; that flag will
then go to the responding coordinator,” said
Gill. “The coordinator will then reach out to
the student to discuss the flag they received.”
Gill used the example of missing or late
assignments. Hunsinger would receive it for
a humanities and social sciences student,
while then reaching out to them with a
message such as, “Hey, I see you were flagged
for missing or late assignments. Is everything
OK?”
New student scheduling is meant for
prospective EU students who already paid
their deposit. After doing so, the Academic
Success Coordinator for the student’s major
will then set up a schedule convenient for
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Students utilize the Academic Success Center for one-on-one assistance.
that student. For 2018-19, there were 647
schedules made for the incoming freshmen
class.
Smarthinking is a professional company
offering web-based tutoring to supplement
peer tutoring. The majority (90%) of the
tutors have a master’s or doctoral degrees.
The live tutor’s help ranges from writing
and math, to IT and nursing. They are
available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. The annual report found that during
2018-19, 259 students participated in these
tutoring sessions.
Any student can walk into the ASC and
meet with their coordinator, who is there to
help them out.
“We are very passionate about what we
do,” said Gill. “Everyone who works at the

Academic Success Center has a life passion
for working with these students and helping
these students, and there is no greater reward
for us than to see a student succeed and for
us to help a student succeed.”
She continued: “Some students don’t need
our help — they’re just great students and
that’s fine — but when we can help a student
and give them that lightbulb moment, it
really is very rewarding for us. We’re just
very intrinsically rewarded by that.”
The ASC is open for students from 8
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on the second floor of the
Baron-Forness Library. They can be reached
by phone at (814) 732–2218, or by email at
success@edinboro.edu.
Courtney Balcombe | @edinboronow

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name and phone
number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before publication.
The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements. Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
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Current charter school
rules tough on budget

By Richard Scaletta
General McLane
School District Superintendent

According to the Pennsylvania Association of
School Business Officials and the Pennsylvania
Association of School Administrators, during
the five-year period of 2012-13 to 2017-18,
about 76 cents of every dollar raised in property
taxes by school districts in Pennsylvania went
to special education and charter schools. These
costs are largely out of our control, so if you
think about that for a while, you will understand
why dealing with the budget has been so
frustrating.
At another time I will explain why special
education costs are largely out of our control,
but now is the time to address the charter school
issue, specifically cyber charter schools.
Rep. Curt Sonney (R) of Harborcreek
Township currently chairs the House Education
Committee and has introduced House Bill 1897.
This bill will attempt to rein in cyber charter
school costs. This is significant as Republicans
have typically been hands-off of charter schools.
There is finally broad bipartisan recognition that
the current system is costing way more than
it should. But broad bipartisan resolve to do
something about it is not yet present.
Ten years ago, school districts were paying
$800 million to charter schools. Now we pay
more than $2 billion. That’s a 150% increase
when our overall expenses have increased only
2-4% over that same time. Everyone agrees that
the funding formula for charter schools is bad
and giving cyber charters more than they need.
For example, not because we wanted to, but to
be responsible to our taxpayers, we’ve contracted
with a third-party cyber education provider to
try to get back some of our cyber schoolers. We
pay the third-party provider $4,500 per student,
while we pay cyber charters $10,000 per regular
education student and $21,588 for special needs
students. Obviously, it can be done for less
money than cyber charters are receiving. This
is why cyber charters can sponsor the weather
cancellation crawler and spend all the tax dollars
they spend on commercials.
HB 1897 would require all school districts
to create a cyber learning program by the
start of the 2021-22 school year. It would also
dissolve all current cyber charter schools at the
end of the 2020-21 school year. Specifically,
the bill would require districts to offer a cyber

learning program, plus the district would need
to contract with two other entities to provide
options if the student doesn’t want to use the
district option. Current cyber charter schools
could reorganize into a content provider, but
they would have to contract with the district
with no set tuition fee. That could mean a real
cost savings to districts. There is also language in
the bill currently that would establish class size
ratios.
Of course, there is opposition, even from
people recognizing how broken the system is.
Rep. Joshua Kail (R) from Beaver County has
stated that cyber funding reform is needed. But,
he takes a position that many families opt for
cyber charters due to various issues with their
home district. He doesn’t want to be “forcing
them back to the school district that they left in
the first place.”
Well, first of all, too bad. We need to quit
solving conflict by eliminating it. It’s the number
one rule of addressing anxiety. But beyond
that, there is evidence, at least from our district
and I’m sure others, that his concern is not
that valid. Every fall, I sit with principals from
every building and review the list of students
who attended cyber charter school the previous
school year. About 80% of the names, sometimes
more, are not recognized by the principals
because those students have never set foot in
our schools. They are families who previously
did home schooling and want the extra help and
support of online classes. Or they’re students
who transferred here and convinced their parent
the stress of a new school is too much, so they
just want to stay home and “do cyber school.”
There are 24,000 students in Pennsylvania
in what are state-sanctioned, privately-run
and publicly-funded cyber schools. Behind
these schools are for-profit companies which
provide content and equipment for the students.
I wouldn’t have an issue with privately-run
content providers if, like all other privately-run
enterprises, competition entered into it. The
state formula for charter schools is set and was
never developed with cyber schools in mind;
therefore, there is no competition to provide the
services at a reasonable cost.
If public school districts were responsible for
providing the cyber services, providers could
be chosen based on a competitive process. Any
politician opposing such as system cannot claim
to be a fiscally responsible steward of public
dollars.
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GM Love: Scott and Jessica Hutchinson
To celebrate Valentine’s
Day, General McLane
School District shared love
stories from within the
district.
Scott and Jessica
Hutchison, both elementary
school teachers in the
district, met when they
were at Clarion University
during Jessica Hutchison’s
freshman and Scott
Hutchison’s sophomore
year.
He teaches fourth grade
at McKean Elementary and
she teaches third grade at
Edinboro Elementary. He
has been in the district for
13 1/2 years, while she has
been in the same one for 12
years.
They met through
mutual friends living in the
same dormitory and were
both part of the Christian
organizations on campus.
After a year of close
friendship, the two began
dating. Shortly after, Jessica
Hutchison’s parents went
through a divorce.
“I can’t describe the
support he and his family
were to me through that
time. We have never left
each other’s sides and are
there for each other through
thick and thin, and he is
truly my best friend,” she
said.
Scott Hutchison grew up
in the Edinboro area and
graduated from General
McLane High School in
2001. He graduated from
Clarion in December 2005
and moved back to the
Edinboro area, where Jessica
Hutchison did her student
teaching at Millcreek
Township School District.
In spring 2006, he was
offered a first-grade longterm substitute position at
Edinboro Elementary.
“It was during this time

that I started running my
engagement ideas by my
first grade team during
our MANY lunch periods,”
he said. “As a guy in an
elementary building with
many women, this made for
good lunch talk.”
The teachers steered
Scott Hutchison in the right
direction. He proposed in a
beautiful part of the woods,
surrounded by Christmas
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lights and pink tulle draped
around a table topped with
wine and cheesecake. With
the couple’s favorite song
playing, he got down on
one knee and popped the
question.
The following school
year, Scott Hutchison took
a sixth grade science and
social studies position at
James W. Parker Middle
School. He then moved to
fifth grade in January where
he taught language arts and
social studies. All the while,
Jessica Hutchison was also
substitute teaching at the
middle school.
“I remember how difficult
it was for us ‘newlyweds’
to see each other in the
hall and NOT be holding
hands,” he said. “Things
were really falling into place
for both of us.”
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Middle school students send
‘Lancer Grams’ for Valentine’s Day
Students at James W.
Parker Middle School sent
“Lancer Grams” the week
of Feb. 14 to share love and
to support the Life Skills
program.
The Lancer Grams were on
sale in the school cafeteria
during lunch time. Students
in the Life Skills classes
sold them, sorted through
the messages, packaged the
messages with special treats,

organized them by home
room, and then delivered
them at the end of each day.
This year, the messages
were attached to packages
of M&Ms.The students have
sold as many as 900 in one
day, said Zachary Lucas,
autistic support teacher at the
middle school.
“It’s really successful, and
it’s teaching these kids so
many different skills,” he said.

The first day of the sale,
which was Feb. 11, the group
sold around 290, he added.
He expected that number
to double Feb. 12 and again
Feb. 13.
“It makes the kids feel
really special,” he said.
“Everyone gets really into it.”
All of the proceeds from
the Lancer Grams are
donated back into the middle
school’s Life Skills program.

They both knew General
McLane was “home” for
them.
“There was a different
feel here, one of strong
community and a family
feel,” she said.
The following school
year, Jessica Hutchison
got hired at Edinboro
Elementary and Scott
Hutchison moved to
McKean Elementary.
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“With our content so
similar, this was the perfect
opportunity for us to get to
collaborate and discuss best
practices for the classroom,”
he said.
The couple has been
married for 12 years and
has two children: Sam and
Maya. And after all the
years, their passion remains
the same: teaching.
“Having the same career
really helps us understand
each other and the time
commitment that teaching
is. We both go to school
every weekend, making
sure our weeks ahead are
planned and organized, and
that we are fully addressing
our curriculum through
our planning,” Jessica
Hutchison said.
Through kids and crazy
work schedules, they still
find time to prioritize their
relationship.
“Our dates often consist
of coffee shops, where we
can relax and have time to
work on some school work,
but also just enjoy being
together. We both love our
careers, despite the many
extra hours it takes, and
couldn’t imagine doing
anything else,” she said. “I
couldn’t imagine anyone
else by my side through this
crazy busy life.”
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