Therapy dogs bring
stress relief to
campus.

‘Crimson Peak’
visually impressive,
falls short on
writing.
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Best, Shelley team up for publication
in international education journal

Photo: Macala Leigey
Professor Linda Best recently had an article published in the
International Journal of Scientific Research in Education.

By Macala Leigey
Staff Writer

Edinboro University Early Childhood and Reading Professor,
Linda Best, recently published her third “International Journal of
Scientific Research in Education” article, in regards to the effect
academic leveling has on students’ perceptions of online learning.
Best’s, “Does Academic Level Affect Student Perceptions of
Threaded Discussions in Online Learning,” article was published
in the journal’s September 2015 issue.
Best was assisted in the writing of her third article by Dr.
Daniel Shelley, professor emeritus at Edinboro University and
university professor at Robert Morris University.
The pair have collaborated on Best’s past two “International
Journal of Scientific Research in Education” articles, and worked
together over a span of three months researching and preparing
for their recent online learning article.
Best remarked that she and Shelley devoted a considerable

West Chester rally
centers on inflatable doll
PHILADELPHIA —
Students rallied at West
Chester University on
Wednesday to protest the
sale of a six-inch inflatable
“perfect female specimen”
doll at the campus bookstore
and ask for a public apology
from the school.
About 40 students turned
out to discuss the doll,
which was pulled from the
bookstore’s shelves on Friday
after it was discovered by a
student and shared online.
The doll’s package shows
a cartoon of a woman in her
underwear and says “Inflate
for an instant date!” Some
students said the product,
which instructs the user to
punch the doll in order to
make it blow up, objectifies
women and promotes
violence.
On Wednesday morning,
University President Greg R.
Weisenstein sent an e-mail
to the campus community
calling the incident a teaching
moment.
“This tasteless and offensive
merchandise raised concerns

from many on campus who
correctly view it as demeaning
of women and encouraging
of behaviors antithetical to
WCU’s mission and values,”
he said. He noted that the
bookstore had apologized.
A Friday tweet from the
WCU Campus Store Twitter
account, which has 658
followers, read: “We apologize
for any offense this may have
caused. We have removed the
6in “inflate-a-date” from the
sales floor.”
Graduate student Irissa
Baxter, who helped organize
Wednesday’s rally, said the
Twitter apology was not
enough. The students plan to
hold a sit-in at Weisenstein’s
office Thursday morning
to ask for a formal public
apology from the school
and encourage Weisenstein
to address concerns about
systemic violence.
“This is not adequate,”
Baxter said after the rally.
“Students want to be heard
and respected and have their
concerns be treated with due
respect.”
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amount of time to research before beginning their writing
process, and obtained a large sample size for their research.
“Our sample size included freshman, to doctoral level
students, at three universities and [it] helped us gain insights into
preferences for online discussions,” said Best.
Additionally, Shelley shared that the most challenging part of
producing the online learning article was compiling all of the data
that was collected.
“The challenge is always making sense of the data that your
research project has acquired. The data not only has to [be]
analyzed effectively, it must also be discussed and displayed in an
understandable, meaningful way,” said Shelley.
Best mentioned that the writing process was exceedingly
tedious, as well, stating, “The process is technical by nature and
it takes time to organize your ideas for a wider audience. It also
requires a different genre of writing that is much more technical
in nature.”
However, the process would be extremely rewarding at its
conclusion. “The actual writing of the article is the best part, as it
allows time for personal reflection, as the researcher synthesizes
the data into tables, charts, along with the narrative.”
In addition to the research and writing process, Best also
expressed that she decided to write about the academic level and
online learning relationship because of her immense involvement
in Edinboro University’s online education, and her desire to make
the online program better.
“I wanted to know if freshman thought differently about online
class discussions than perhaps the graduate level student or even
the doctoral level student. I believe insights into the perceptions
of students can help faculty design online learning environments
that reflect best practices,” said Best.
Shelley concurred with Best’s desire to research for the purpose
of learning and improving not only Edinboro University’s online
learning program, but online educational programs everywhere.
“We hope to add to the existing body of knowledge on the
topic. It is our hope that other researchers will look at our work
and perhaps continue to examine these critical issues for all
educators,” said Shelley.
Furthermore, when asked about their initial response to
the publication of the “Does Academic Level Affect Student
Perceptions of Threaded Discussions in Online Learning” article,
both professors agreed that having another article published in
the international journal was rewarding.
“It was rewarding to see the third article in our series

See Best, A2

Academic Success
Center to hold fall
workshops
By Macala Leigey
Staff Writer

Throughout the
autumn season, Edinboro
University’s Academic
Success Center is offering
a variety of educational
workshops every
Wednesday, 3:30-4:30
p.m. in the Baron-Forness
Library.
The workshops
aim to aid students in
setting goals, developing
healthy study habits, and
understanding emotional
intelligence.
The Academic Success
Center, located in room
201 on the second floor
of the Baron-Forness
Library, is “dedicated
to the development of
academic success and
offers a variety of learning
opportunities to the
students.”
This includes the
center’s annual Fall
Workshop Series.
The Fall Workshop
Series began Sept. 30 and
is continuing until Nov. 4.
The following
workshops will be offered
on the dates listed:
Goal Setting (Oct. 28):
This workshop will help
students understand the
significance and steps in
setting structured, realistic
goals.

Yes, You Need a Resume:
Freshman Resume Building
Workshop (Nov. 4):
This workshop, designed
specifically for freshmen,
will help students develop
a resume and will allow
them to be prepared
when opportunity comes
knocking.
Freshmen will learn the
basics of resume writing
and engage in an activity
designed to increase
resume writing skills.
Additionally, Academic
Success Coordinator
Kate Damico-Upham,
expressed the importance
of education and the value
of learning opportunities;
such as the fall workshops.
“I think that knowledge
is power. Learning happens
everywhere,” said DamicoUpham. She also shared
that the Academic Success
Center’s ultimate goal is
to “help them [students]
become better college
students.”
For more information
about the Academic
Success Center or the fall
workshops, visit edinboro.
edu and search Academic
Success Center.

Student loan companies coming under fire
WASHINGTON — Student loan
servicing companies are coming under
fire by regulators for the second time in
two months.
The Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau released a report Wednesday
criticizing student loan servicing
companies, which are contracted to
handle details like collecting monthly
payments, for not helping borrowers
get into plans that make it easier to
repay loans. The agency’s student loan
ombudsman found that in particular,
borrowers with older federal student
loans may be more heavily effected
by loan servicing problems, although
complaints about servicing are
widespread.
In September, after analyzing
30,000 public comments that showed
companies using “a wide range of
sloppy, patchwork practices that can
create obstacles to repayment, raise
costs, cause distress and contribute to
driving struggling borrowers to default,”
the bureau announced plans to explore
industrywide regulations.
More than 25 percent of all student
loan borrowers were behind or
defaulting on their loans, according
to the September report, while
Wednesday’s shows that 30 percent
of borrowers with Federal Family
Education Loan Program loans are
behind. Both reports point to problems
like paperwork processing delays,

inconsistent instructions from loan
servicers and difficulty enrolling in
income-driven repayment plans as
contributing to struggling borrowers’
challenges.
Natalia Abrams, executive director
of Student Debt Crisis, a nonprofit
group that pushes for changes in
how education is financed, said loan
servicing companies “are not alerting
the student loan borrowers of all of their
options if they run into trouble.”
In a survey of 3,000 borrowers done
by the group, almost 60 percent said
their loan servicer did not inform them
of federal programs to help repay their
loan, even though they were eligible to
apply for them, Abrams said. Borrowers
also complained of loan servicers
processing payments late, incorrectly
reporting credit scores and losing
information.
Although graduated students are not
typically referred back to their schools
for help with loans, said Anna Griswold,
executive director for student aid at
Pennsylvania State University, she has
heard of problems with servicers from
both struggling borrowers and those
just trying to pay down their principles
early.
Griswold said students receive
guidance from their school on loans
when they graduate, but servicers have
direct access to the borrowers for the
rest of their repayment. “Students are
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given packets of information when
they leave school about their options
in loan repayments. Some study these
carefully and others may not,” she said
in an email. “However, when a servicer
first sees that a borrower is struggling
(misses a payment), they are not always
proactive in helping the borrower or
moving them to a different payment
plan.”
Despite the Education Department’s
requirement that students get
counseling when they take out loans and
when they graduate, there is still a lack
of information and they “don’t know
their options,” said Sheelu Surender,
director of financial aid at Wichita State
University.
“There are so many different types
of repayment programs out there,” she
said.
The first income-driven repayment
plan was created in 2007, and payment
plans have become more complicated
since, evolving with the Pay as You
Earn program from the Department of
Education, changes from Congress and
the White House. The complexities of laws
around student debt contribute to the lack
of information about federal repayment
programs, said Beth Akers, a fellow at the
Brown Center on Education Policy at the

Boro soccer
defeats
Kutztown
despite
snowy
conditions
Page B2
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Mother-daughter duo take the education department by storm

Photo courtesy of Edinboro.edu
Michelle and Eve Gardner are attending college together for the first time.

The Spectator
A mother daughter duo are taking the education department by storm.
Recently, students in the Edinboro University School of Education participated in a pinning
ceremony celebrating the attainment of their teaching candidacy, marking their official entrance
into a teacher preparation program.
Among those students are a mother daughter duo who have decided to pursue the world of
college together.
Michelle Gardner, 47, and Eve Gardner, 19, began their college career at Edinboro in the fall of
2014 as full-time students in the university’s Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood Education
(PK-4) program.
“I think it is absolutely wonderful that the Gardner family has chosen Edinboro University
as their institution of choice for meeting their educational and career goals. The university’s
historical roots are in teacher preparation,” said Dr. Kahan Sablo, the vice president for student
affairs.

Best
From A1

published. We hope that others who may have
a similar interest will find our research articles
informative and thoughtful,” remarked Best.
Shelley also added that his and Best’s article was
accepted by the renowned journal with only
minor editorial changes.
“We were pleased when we were notified that
our article was accepted for publication in an
international technology journal,” said Shelley.
Shelley also commented on how easy it was
to work with Best, stating, “It is always easy to
work with people who are curious about what
you are curious about and share a common
interest.” Additionally, Best remarked that
compared to her past articles, her academic
level and student perception of online learning
article was an extension of her work, but also
greatly differed from her previous articles.
“This particular article focused on a specific
topic that was of interest to me as we prepare
to develop quality undergraduate online
programs,” said Best.
In regards to continuing her research on
online learning, Best mentioned that another
article is potentially in the works. “As my
knowledge in designing quality online courses
increases, I want to continue with my research
agenda. The research process allows us to
share our specific knowledge that ultimately
shape best practices. I believe it is important

to set high standards, engage in professional
conversations and publish research in this
particular area related to assessment in online
programs,” said Best.
In addition to her publication achievements,
Best has also recently been nominated by
her peers at the national level for the 2015
Hall of Excellence for Quality Matters Master
Reviewers.
Quality Matters is a nationally recognized
program that focuses on faculty-centered peer
review processes that are designed to promote
the process leading to certification of online
courses.
Best serves as a QM Certified Master
Reviewer and works with other distinguished
QM members from various universities and
colleges in the nation.
In response to her recent Hall of Excellence
for Quality Matters Master Reviewers
nomination, Best remarked, “It is very
rewarding to work with peers who have a
similar interest and who are willing to assist
with feedback that enhances and improves the
online course. I am excited that my name, along
with EU, will be recognized on the QM Hall of
Excellence.”
For more information about Best’s recent
achievements, visit edinboro.edu, or to view
the “Does Academic Level Affect Student
Perceptions of Threaded Discussions in Online
Learning” article, visit ijsre.com/currentissue.
html.

‘Halos for Harlie’ memorial
walk set for October 24
By Karlee Dies
News Editor

On Oct. 24, “Halos for Harlie: A Walk
for Leukemia” will be held at Sox Harrison
Stadium at Edinboro University from 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. to celebrate the life of Harlie Rae Bolt.
All participants are encouraged to wear
tie-dye, flannel or orange in honor of Bolt,
a sophomore psychology major at Edinboro
University who died suddenly last spring at
the age of 19 after a brief battle with acute
myelogenous leukemia.
The gates open at 5:30 and the walk will
begin at 6 p.m. The cost is $5 to enter.
There will be food, drinks, music, a 50/50
raffle and a Chinese raffle. A balloon release
and luminary ceremony will start at 7:45 p.m.
Donations are welcome. All proceeds will
benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
For more information and updates on the
Contributed Photo
event, check out the Halos for Harlie: A Walk The life of Harlie Bolt is being documented
for Leukemia Facebook page.
on a the Halos for Harlie Facebook page.
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“Therefore, we have a proud history of preparing high quality teachers to educate children
throughout the Commonwealth and beyond. I am very happy to have this mother/daughter team
embarking on this educational journey together. It is a wonderful example of how Edinboro
University truly is an asset to the diversity of our educational community,” added Sablo.
After they put one semester in the books, Eve decided to add a Spanish minor, while Michelle
chose to include additional teacher certification in the area of special education.
“We have taken at least two classes together each semester, and it has been an amazing
experience. We are able to help each other in our weak areas, ” Michelle Gardner said to the
university. “We have also been able to share our ideas and even our different opinions. We see
things differently because of our age difference, but it has helped to increase our understanding
of certain topics and of each other,” added Michelle.
The Gardners are graduates of Union City High School and currently reside in Union City.
Before deciding to attend the Boro, Michelle worked at a bank full time while she raised six
children.
“I home-schooled all of my children up to fifth grade and then worked as a teacher’s aide
in Union City Elementary for about five years,” she explained to the university. “The desire to
teach increased with this experience, and the confidence to go back to college and get my degree
increased as I watched my own kids head off to attend college one by one.”
For Eve, she has embraced this unique situation. “This moment is very memorable to me.
I’m so honored and happy to become a teacher candidate with my best friend, ” she said to the
university.
Eve and Michelle aren’t the only Gardners pursuing a career here at Edinboro. Michelle’s son,
Isaiah Gardner, and his wife, Ariella, also attend the university.
Isaiah is a junior in the animation program, and Ariella is a freshman studying to obtain a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Studio Arts-Jewelry/Metalsmithing.
While Eve and Michelle are only at the beginning, both are thinking ahead and have “exciting
career plans.”
For Eve, she would like to go on a mission trip to Guatemala.
“I have always wanted to be a missionary and help children in other countries across the
world,” she told the university. “When it came time for me to choose what I wanted to do, my
mother actually suggested I combine the two occupations. My heart really came into the idea to
teach in another country and find a way to give an education to children who cannot afford to go
to school.”
For Michelle, she is ready to earn the accreditation and licensing needed to continue “doing
what she loves.” She is “excited” for what the “future holds for both herself and her daughter.”
“It has been a joy and a privilege to watch my daughter excel and to learn from her,” Michelle
said to the university. “She is a very confident, strong and intelligent young lady, and she gives me
the courage and encouragement I need to climb this mountain.”
“I can imagine how proud Michelle and Eve are of each other’s accomplishments and
how exciting it is to be progressing together through the education program,” said Edinboro
University President Julie E. Wollman. “I am equally proud of each of them and it will be very
exciting to have them both graduate at the same time, too. I hope they continue to inspire each
other to achieve excellence at Edinboro and in their own future classrooms.”

Loans
From A1

Brookings Institution. “It’s easy to pick on the
servicers for doing a bad job, but it kind of begs
the question, why is it so difficult for students
to navigate the system on their own in the first
place?” she said. “It’s just this building up of
incremental policy changes that have led to
the building of this complex and complicated
set of repayment options for borrowers.” In
contrast to legal complexities, there are only
a handful of companies that service student
loans. For federal loans taken out through
the Education Department, there are only 10
companies that do the job. Servicers’ biggest
problem is borrowers who aren’t engaged, said
John Remondi, president and CEO of Navient,
one of the largest loan servicers, which used
to be affiliated with Sallie Mae, a publicly

traded corporation involved in the student
loan business. “Ninety percent of the defaults
that we see off of our servicing platform each
year are from customers who had zero contact
with us during the 12 months that it takes to
default,” he said in a September statement at a
Deutsche Bank conference. “During that time
frame, we would typically attempt to connect
with that customer 300 times through mail,
phone calls, text messages or emails.” In July, the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau charged
Discover Bank $18.5 million for illegal student
loan servicing practices, like overstating how
much was due on bills and calling consumers
early in the morning and late at night to collect
debts. A time line for new rules isn’t specified
yet, but the report recommends policy actions
like incentivizing servicing companies to enroll
borrowers in federal student loans’ flexible
repayment options, which would increase their
motivation to fit borrowers into the best plans.

US cancels oil plans in Arctic
MCT Campus
WASHINGTON — The
Obama administration is
abandoning plans to open
the Arctic Ocean to more oil
drilling in the face of dwindling industry interest and
environmental objections.
The Interior Department
said Friday that it is canceling two scheduled Arctic
Ocean lease sales. One was
planned for next year to auction rights to drill for oil and
gas in the Chukchi Sea off
the northern coast of Alaska.
The other was for 2017 in the
neighboring Beaufort Sea.
At the same time, Interior Secretary Sally Jewell
rejected the requests of Shell
and Statoil for more time to
consider drilling under their
current leases. Those leases
begin expiring in 2017.
Shell recently announced
that its $7 billion Arctic Ocean oil exploration
program was a failure. The
company said it didn’t find
enough oil to justify the cost
and was abandoning the
offshore Arctic drilling effort
“for the foreseeable future.”

“In light of Shell’s announcement, the amount of
acreage already under lease
and current market conditions, it does not make sense
to prepare for lease sales in
the Arctic in the next year
and a half,” Jewell said.
The Arctic Ocean is
believed to hold huge oil and
gas deposits. But low energy
prices and high costs have
dampened the enthusiasm of
oil companies for exploring
the Arctic Ocean and the
lease sales were expected to
draw little interest, especially
after Shell’s costly failure.
Rep. Rob Bishop, R-Utah,
nevertheless criticized the
president for blocking “any
hope for future energy
development in the Arctic.”
He blamed environmental
regulations for Shell’s failure.
“Obama has once again
played directly into Russia’s
hands as he destroys our
nation’s energy potential,”
said Bishop, who is chairman
of the House Committee on
Natural Resources.
Senate Energy Committee
Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, called it a “stun-

ning, shortsighted move.”
“Today’s decision is the
latest in a destructive pattern
of hostility toward energy
production in our state
that began the first day this
administration took office,”
Murkowski said.
There could still be Arctic
Ocean drilling lease sales
in 2020 and 2022, under
Interior Department plans.
Much will depend on the
winner of next year’s presidential election. Democratic
presidential front-runner
Hillary Clinton has expressed
opposition to drilling in the
Arctic Ocean, while Republican candidates have either
supported the drilling or not
taken positions.
Environmental groups
praised the government’s
decision to cancel the lease
sales scheduled over the next
two years.
“For years, people around
the world have been demanding President Obama
protect the Alaskan Arctic
from catastrophic oil drilling, and today he’s taken a
major step,” said Greenpeace
spokesman Travis Nichols.

EUSGA signs changes to constitution
By Shaylee Dillen
Senior Staff Writer

At Monday’s Edinboro University Student
Government Association (EUSGA) meeting,
congress made two decisions that marks just
one of many changes the EUSGA plans to
make, in order to “start a new chapter for their
organization.”
Two weeks ago, Bethany Scott, parliamentarian,
announced two changes she wanted to make to
the original EUSGA Constitution regarding the
way congress conducts certain voting policies.
After two explanations before congress and a brief
overview at Monday’s meeting, each executive

board member, as well as each congress member
signed a paper agreeing to the changes being
made.
After the constitutional changes were officially
signed off on by all members of the EUSGA, the
meeting adjourned.

Contributed Photo
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Oct. 9, 2015 — At approximately 9 p.m., university police observed alcoholic
beverages in plain view, through the open common area door of Highlands
3351. Madeline Jane Fiscus, 18, Amelia Mercuri, 18, and Taylor Marie Wolfe,
18, were reportedly found to be under the influence of and in possession of
alcohol. Being under the legal age of 21, each of the three occupants of the
room was charged with underage drinking.
Oct. 10, 2015 — As university police were patrolling the Dearborn Hall
parking lot, they reportedly observed individuals putting beer into a back pack
from the trunk of a vehicle. Further investigation found that several individuals
in the vehicle were reportedly under the influence of alcohol and two of them
also possessed suspected marijuana pipes.
Justin Pierce, 20, Cody Lauscher, 18 and Michael Velez, 18, were charged with
underage drinking. Bradley Bailey, 19, and Tyler Bennett, 19, were each charged
with underage drinking as well as possession of drug paraphernalia.
Oct. 10, 2015 — Heather Barrett, 18, was reportedly observed staggering
through the Lawrence Towers parking lot at approximately 3:42 a.m. Upon
further investigation, police determined that Barrett was under the influence of
alcoholic beverages. Being under the legal age of 21, she was cited for underage
drinking.
Oct. 10, 2015 — While conducting administrative searches of homecoming
parade floats, a suspected glass marijuana pipe was found in the console of one
of the towing vehicles. The incident was referred to judicial affairs.
Oct. 10, 2015 — Residence life staff reported an intoxicated actor who was
a visitor in Rose Hall at 11:20 p.m. The visitor’s host was not present in the
building and the actor had no idea where he could be found.
Upon officer’s arrival, Ryan Andrew Gardner, 20, was reportedly found in
room 208 and was determined to be under the influence of alcoholic beverages
to the extent that he was endangering himself and unable to care for himself.
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EMS was called in to evaluate him and did transport him to the hospital.
Being under the legal age of 21, Gardner was cited for underage drinking.
Oct. 11, 2015 — Residence life staff reported a female vomiting in the hallway
of Highlands 5. The actor was a guest of a student who was not in the building.
When approached by the staff member, the female ran out of the building and
into McComb parking lot.
Upon officer’s arrival, Madeline Hardisky, 19, was found sitting in the
passenger’s side of her vehicle in McComb lot. She reportedly had no keys or
identification and could not remember where they were.
Further investigation determined that Hardisky was under the influence of
alcoholic beverages. Being under the legal age of 21, Hardisky was cited for
underage drinking and a family member was called to pick her up and remove
her from campus.
Oct. 11, 2015 — Residence life staff reported an intoxicated male at the front
desk of Highlands 1. Upon officer’s arrival, Connor J. McDill, 18, was reportedly
found sitting on the front desk of the lobby with a waste basket in front of him
into which he had been vomiting.
McDill was determined to be under the influence of alcoholic beverages to
the extent that he could not care for himself. He was escorted to the Police Dept.
where he waited until his blood alcohol level returned to a safer level. McDill
was charged with Underage Drinking.
Oct. 14, 2015 — A resident reported receiving threatening messages via
Facebook from a Joseph John Yourkonis, 21, who was not known to him.
When Yourkonis was contacted by police he admitted to the threats he made.
Yourkonis was charged with harassment.
Oct. 15, 2015- Custodial staff reported finding derogatory remarks and
drawings in two men’s restrooms in Hendricks Hall. The investigation of this
criminal mischief continues.

Sanders to explain ‘Socialism’
Interested in writing for news? Email
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com to get started.

MCT Campus
IOWA CITY, Iowa — Acknowledging the
political liability of the word “socialist,” Bernie
Sanders said Sunday that he plans a “major
speech” to detail what it means when he calls
himself a ‘democratic socialist.’
Responding to a woman at a house party who
asked him how he’d counter Republican attacks
about calling himself a socialist, the Vermont
senator seeking the Democratic presidential
nomination said he plans a speech in “not too
distant future” to define what he means.
“I think we have some explaining and work
to do, but I think at the end of the day you’re
going to find more and more people agreeing,”
he said.
Sanders, whose summer surge in popularity
has him leading Hillary Clinton in the early
voting state, said later that “a lot of people ...
when they hear the word ‘socialist’ get very,
very nervous.”
“They may not know that there are countries

all over the world, whether its Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, Germany, the U,K,, who on and off
have had democratic socialist governments
and they may not be familiar with some of the
very positive policies those governments have
developed for the middle class and working
families,” he said.
Sanders argued that the U.S. already has
some socialist policies, including Social Security
and Medicare.
“To me, democratic socialism means democracy, it means creating a government that
represents all of us, not just the wealthiest,” he
said.
“When you go to your public library or you
call your police or fire department ... these are
socialist institutions,” he said.
Bill Maher, the comedian and host of HBO’s
Real Time with Bill Maher, urged during a
Sanders appearance on his show Friday night to
“un-demonize” the word, jokingly cautioning
him that when some people hear the word they
think “herpes.”

Philosophy holding democracy talk

Graphic: Fawn Martz
The Philosophy Club is holding a panel discussion later this month on
whether the United States is still a democracy. Faculty and students are
encouraged to participate or come to enjoy.
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Retelling, downfall of
Rather story plods along
By Mark Olsen

Los Angeles Times

Photo: MCT Campus
Nathan Fielder is the star of Comedy Central’s ‘Nathan For You,’ the docu-reality show about small business.

‘Nathan For You’ returns for its third season
By Libby Hill

Los Angeles Times
Nathan Fielder has been wedged at
the top of a Griffith Park playground
slide for more than 10 minutes.
His discomfort is all over his
face, but he gamely attempts to
find a workable position for the
photographer while also answering
questions from a reporter. Finally, he
gives up with a sheepish apology: “I
can’t stay up.”
Just before admitting defeat with
the pose, the star of “Nathan for You,”
returning for its third season on
Comedy Central, had been talking
about politeness and the social
construct.
“People don’t want to rock the
boat,” said the 32-year-old Vancouver
native. “You don’t want to say anything
and you can justify it to yourself by
saying, ‘Oh, it’s nothing that big.’ But
the longer you don’t say anything, the
deeper you get.”
His docu-reality comedy series that
features Fielder as a version of himself
who helps real-life small-business
owners improve their fortunes is
starting to rock TV’s boat. It’s a new
and different kind of comedy that is
picking up notice in an overcrowded
marketplace and plays like a mash-up
of “TV’s Blooper and Practical Jokes”
and “The Office.”
The show is driven by Fielder
and his outlandish schemes to boost
business. Schemes like filming a fake
movie to sell souvenirs. Or having a car
mechanic submit to a lie detector test.
Or telling children they’re a “baby” if
they don’t have a certain toy.
“I was really obsessed when the
mortgage crisis happened and how it
came down to these personal moments
between people where someone senses

something’s wrong, but they don’t want
to speak up,” said Fielder.
His character on the show focuses
more on the specious legality of some
business dealings, which Fielder
describes as, “For Nathan on the show,
ethics are not on my radar as much.
Risk and effort don’t seem to register
and it’s inspired by that modern Wall
Street mindset of finding loopholes.”
At its heart, the show strikes
a curious balance between the
personality quirks of its creator and
those of its guests. In order to ensure
that the joke is always on him and
never on the general public, Fielder
taps into his childhood insecurities,
channeling his most awkward, clueless
self.
“It’s always been more difficult for
me to socially connect with people
than the average person,” said Fielder,
who has an undergraduate degree in
business. “I went through a phase in
my late teens where I started asking
people what their first impression
of me was and all the fake ways I
was trying to come across as more
confident; no one was buying it.”
Fielder feels as though his
willingness to be vulnerable is key
to the success of the show, both
emotionally and comedically.
“I don’t want this to feel like a
comedy character,” he said. “Audiences
are very good at sensing inauthentic
moments, and I like putting myself in
situations that throw me off, because
that leads to the most authentic
moments from myself.”
Fielder interrupts himself to
apologize several times, concerned that
his answers aren’t clear enough. He
then tries to clarify his concerns.
“When I was a kid, I had a tutor
who said, ‘I don’t think you know
more than 500 words total,’ so I started

listing words and I wouldn’t stop,” he
recalled. “A, the, it, or, them, who ... “
His brow furrows before continuing,
“Maybe I don’t know a lot of words.
Sometimes I can’t articulate things as
well as some people.”
In the show’s second season, it made
international headlines for creating
“Dumb Starbucks,” a stab at helping a
local coffee shop compete with bigger
coffee chains. Because Fielder didn’t
announce he was behind the unusual
marketing campaign, the event became
cloaked in mystery and stirred up a
media storm.
“We thought ‘Dumb Starbucks’ was
a great idea when we came up with
it. We just thought it would be a local
L.A. food story,” he said. “But the thing
about our show is that we’re dealing
with reality. If I open a business on
the show, I have to open it in the real
world, otherwise we’re just doing a
sketch.”
The sudden exposure prompted
Comedy Central to ask for more than
eight episodes this season, but Fielder
didn’t want to shoot that many.
“Some episodes this year took 12
days over the course of six months
to shoot,” he explained. “You go
somewhere, you have something
made, you leave, you come back. It’s a
very inefficient way of making TV.”
He’s quick to point out that Comedy
Central has been very supportive of the
show, allowing him to do it on his time
frame and by his standards. He blames
his exacting tastes for the extra time
needed to shoot the show.
“It’s chasing this elusive thing. It’s
like watching a good documentary,” he
said. “There are moments so human
and weird that they make you laugh,
even though it’s not a joke. Those are
the moments I’m always hoping to
find.”

LOS ANGELES — Is “swiftboating” still part of the common
lexicon? The political and cultural
climate has moved far and fast
since the skirmishes of the 2004
presidential election, a time the
movie “Truth” looks to re-examine.
Adapted by screenwriter James
Vanderbilt in his directing debut,
the film is based on the book “Truth
and Duty: The Press, the President
and the Privilege of Power,” by
former CBS News producer Mary
Mapes, who after the success of
reports on the Abu Ghraib prison
scandal attempted to untangle
the convoluted history of thenPresident George W. Bush’s military
service in the Air National Guard in
the late 1960s and early 1970s.
The “60 Minutes II” report
that aired in September 2004 was
based in part on documents whose
authenticity were immediately
called into question, creating a furor
that led to Mapes being fired and
paved the way for the resignation of
Dan Rather from CBS News.
“Truth” is a movie curiously
in conflict with itself. There is a
constant shift between granular
detail and big-picture sweep that
the movie never fully resolves, as
serious discussions of type fonts
and spacing between lines and
letters on the military documents fit
awkwardly with musings on whatit-all-means.
Mapes’ book and Vanderbilt’s
screenplay present the incident as
a harbinger of the deeply divided
and contentious climate in which
the news is now delivered each day,
and a demarcation point regarding
the importance of journalism along
with the intersection of the Internet
and media ownership.
Which all might be a bit dry
were it not for the sparkling
performances by Cate Blanchett
as Mapes and Robert Redford
as Rather, who provide two
distinct approaches on movie-star
dynamics. Blanchett attacks her
role while Redford lets it come to
him. There are also fine supporting
performances from Dennis Quaid,
Elisabeth Moss, Topher Grace, Stacy

Keach and Bruce Greenwood. Noni
Hazlehurst delivers a devastating
monologue as the wife of the
man who first delivers suspect
documents to Mapes.
Vanderbilt is best known as the
screenwriter of David Fincher’s
“Zodiac,” another film dense with
historical and factual information.
Fincher as a director was better
able to handle the sheer volume of
data in that story, letting its weight
provide momentum, with a nimble
grace that Vanderbilt is unable to
bring to “Truth.” It is not hard to
wonder if “Truth” the screenplay
might have rang its bell a bit more
clearly in the hands of another
director, another set of eyes and
hands to distill the material.
The film plays best as a forensic
procedural leading up to and
receding from the fulcrum point
of the September 2004 broadcast
of that now infamous story on
Bush’s National Guard service,
an examination of how the story
came together and how quickly it
came apart. (A subsequent internal
investigation by CBS found that
the disputed documents could be
neither verified fully nor discounted
completely.) For anyone who knows
what is to come after the broadcast,
a number of early scenes on the
reporting of the story feel like
moments just before a car crash,
where in retrospect the accident
could have been avoided, but in the
moment it is coldly inevitable.
The post-broadcast investigation
builds to a magnificent series
of scenes in which Blanchett as
Mapes spars with a panel made
up of the privileged and elite,
delivering a feisty declaration
of principles that is uncynically
the stuff of awards-season
clip packages. Blanchett has
become such an otherworldly
screen persona _ having played
Cinderella’s stepmother, a queen,
an elf, a delusional socialite,
Katharine Hepburn and Bob
Dylan _ that seeing her play an
ostensibly regular person now
feels unusual. Blanchett still brings
a regal bearing to her earthy
depiction of realness, her tousled
hair flicked precisely as to always
be perfectly imperfect.

REVIEW

Guillermo del Toro delivers with special effects, not screenplay

Photo: MCT Campus
Mia Wasikowska, playing Edith Crushing, stars in ‘Crimson Peak.’ The new film from Guillermo del Toro is now in theaters.

By Brady Wesp
Staff Writer

The winter snow falling and fresh blood
caressing her trembling fingers, the cold wind
nipping at her hair, a young girl looks back on

her mother’s funeral.
“Ghosts are real…this much I know,” said
Edith Crushing (Mia Wasikowska). Never
had it been more evident to her as it was
that night, when her mother’s ghastly spirit
entered her chambers, warning her of the

path she would inevitably fall prey to.
“Beware my child, steer clear of Crimson
Peak.”
The recently released gothic tale begins in
the late 19th century in Buffalo, New York,
where young Edith becomes infatuated with

her father’s client, Sir Thomas Sharpe (Tom
Hiddleston). After a bold turn of events,
Edith marries Thomas and relocates with him
and his sister Lucille (Jessica Chastain) to
their phantasmal manor in England, named
Allerdale Hall. Needless to say this manor is
an old wreck…and more than its fair share of
creepy.
Allerdale Hall, better known as Crimson
Peak, was built over a large red clay mine.
The Sharpe family home got its eerie name
due to the wet clay that seeps up through the
soil and dyes the snow bright red across the
estate. No one in their right minds would
willingly spend one day at this place, let alone
a lifetime. Edith gets tormented by more
trouble spirits as her stay lengthens and with
every passing hour the mystery of the Sharpe
family starts to unravel as a sadistic dark
secret boils to the surface.
The design of the film’s wardrobes, ghosts
and set design were nothing short of sublime.
However, while the detail, cinematography,
costume design and sets were superb, the
character development and storyline all but
crashed and burned. Chemistry between
the key characters was unconvincing and
borderline non-existent.
While the plotline seems void of purpose,
Guillermo del Toro sought more to
encompass audiences with Crimson Peak’s
enticing and bone-chilling visual effects,
of which he delivered in impeccable style.
Del Toro once again displayed his talent for
bringing screenplays to life in an artistically
captivating manner that leaves the audience
baffled.
While promoted as a horror film, the
gothic “romance” of Crimson Peak had a
blatant lack of suspense, opting more to have
impressive supernatural imagery rather than
being scary. While logic is not precisely
essential to the endgame of the plot, more
attention to detail would go a long way to
turn this film from aesthetically intriguing —
to a well-rounded work of art.
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Broderick McGarvey. ‘Why can’t I have a Kim K. Waiste?,’ 2015. Fans, whiteout
strip, television, paper, air freshener, rocks, light and magnet.

Breaking down the appeal of
the ‘Back To The Future’ trilogy
By Steven Zeitchik
Los Angeles Times

Many seismic events have
shaken the world in the past 30
years the fall of Communism,
the rise of Clintons and Bushes,
the invention of the iPhone, the
realization that suspenders are a
bad look for anyone under the
age of 70.
One constant, however, has
been “Back to the Future.” The
1985 Robert Zemeckis teen
adventure (and, to a lesser
degree, its two sequels) have
endured the test of pop-cultural
time. A lot of great movie
characters come along. Few
remain standing like Michael J.
Fox’s desperate-but-wry Marty
McFly.
President Ronald Reagan
invoked the franchise in
his 1986 State of the Union
address; Andy Samberg made a
reference in the opening of his
2015 Emmy’s speech. Seemingly
nothing was lost or, no time had
passed in the interim.
At the risk of engendering
some elder eye-rolls, “Back
to the Future” has become a
touchstone for Generation X-ers
(and, if a very informal survey
is to be believed, for Millennials
too) not unlike how “The
Graduate” is to baby boomers
and “The Best Years of Our
Lives” to the WWII generation.
Walk into any room of film
fans under the age of 45 and
reel off the quotes and memes:
“Great Scott.” “I’m your density.”
The Enchantment Under The
Sea dance. “Think McFly, think.”
1.21 Gigawatts. “You’re just
too darn loud.” Mention these,
and knowing, conspiratorial
smiles will follow. This will also,
incidentally, be the only time
you can score cool points for
citing a Huey Lewis cameo.
It doesn’t usually pay to
analyze cultural longevity. Some
hit movies fade and others
stick around. Attempting to
understand the underlying
factors is about as fruitful as
scrutinizing the physics of a
flying DeLorean.
Yet there are occasions when
it might be OK to try. When it
might be worthwhile to decode
why some entertainment can be
consumed anytime, anywhere,
with the same enjoyment as
when one first experienced it
say, at an upstate New York mall
on a summer-camp trip 30 years
ago (for example).
Movie fans on Wednesday
will mark Back to the Future
Day Oct. 21, 2015, that date,
once seemingly so far away, that
Marty and Doc land on in the
second film.
One isn’t typically supposed
to deconstruct life’s pleasures.
Yet when I thought about
the holiday, and the ways the
franchise continues on, with
costume parties and cinema
showings and concerts _ a
worldwide live-orchestra tour
of the film last week stopped at
Radio City Music Hall in New
York I thought about what it
meant that it was still around,

what it was saying.
And I figured, what the hell?
In breaking down the movie’s
appeal, there are, of course, the
glossy plot elements. The sci-fi
conceit. The multi-generational
romances. The ticking clock that
has the heroes trying to catch,
literally, a bolt of lightning.
“You just have a masterfully
written script in terms of
tightness,” said Alan Silvestri,
the film’s composer, who has
been touring the world this year
with said concert event, when I
asked him to explain the movie’s
abiding popularity. “Just the way
it’s cut, the way it all fits together
it’s exactly right.” (The WGA
agrees: in 2006 it ranked “Back
to the Future” the 56th best
script of all time.)
The mix of wholesome and
subversive doesn’t hurt either
a point paralleled in the initial
Hollywood reaction. When
Zemeckis and co-writer Bob
Gale first pitched the idea
for “Back to the Future,” they
ran into a wall. Some studios
thought it wasn’t hard-edged
enough for an audience
schooled in “Revenge of the
Nerds” and “Porky’s.” Then
Disney rejected it because its
was too hard-edged.
The film also carries with it
a playfully obdurate disregard
for authority of the youthful
sort, with Marty’s guitarplaying lateness in the face of a
collar-grabbing principal, and
the more adult type, the outof-the-box science practiced
by Doc Brown. Movies about
outliers tend to resonate because
90 percent of us think we’re
better than average. Few films
so skillfully exploit this selfperception better than “Back to
the Future.”
But there’s something deeper
at play, something that both
makes the movie creepier on
reflection and that could easily
have made viewers stop dead
in their tracks: the Oedipal
element.
In watching Marty resist the
overtures of Leah Thompson’s
Lorraine, we’re experiencing
some darkly funny moments. If
the meeting-your-mother were
just played for laughs, though,
it would amount to little more
than a Freudian in-joke. “Back
to the Future” does something
else: it taps into what we all want
to know.
“You’re getting to be a fly on
the wall when your parents got
together, and isn’t that the great
fantasy for many of us?” said
Gale, when I asked about the
film’s enduring appeal.
Deep down we all wonder
where we came from, how two
people very far removed from
us came to make a choice that
allowed us to even exist and
have that thought. We consider
what would have become of
us if something so seemingly
random hadn’t happened.
In “Back to the Future” we
can see (as Gale, who came up
with the idea of a parental runin, notes) that process up-close;
in fact, we can be participants in

it. We can even see the world as
our parents did, something we
otherwise innately never could.
“I think if we didn’t give a
chance for people to see that it
would have been a nice movie,
a nice hit,” Gale said. “But it
wouldn’t have lasted.”
And then there’s the time
travel. The Oct. 21, 2015, date
allows us to play out the events
of the movies from out in the
audience.
In the first two films, Marty
first went back and then
forward from his own time. It’s
a turn 2015 audiences can now
mimic. We can return to an
earlier era by watching the first
movie and recalling how we
felt in 1985. Then we can zoom
forward by watching the sequel
and thinking how our own lives
stack up a trip to an alternate
future not unlike the one Marty
creates for himself.
That latter phenomenon, and
its attendant eerie prophecies
and misfired predictions, has
grabbed much of our attention
on Back to the Future Day. It’s
fun to wonder why we don’t
have self-lacing sneakers, and
what shoe campaigns Nike
would come up with if we did.
Of course, fetishizing a
future that didn’t happen is
exactly what makes the movie
fun. One reason “Back to the
Future 2” remains enjoyable
to watch is because of the
ways it depicted a future that
seems just out of reach _ a look
back to a time in which future
hoverboards seemed reasonable,
as we wonder whether they will
indeed ever come to pass. After
all, the movie correctly foresaw
plenty of other developments
Skype, for one but those seem a
lot less exciting.
Either way, many of
those “Back to the Future 2”
hypotheticals might be beside
the point. We may not have
hoverboards, no one wears
metallic glasses or shiny
bespoke outfits (outside of a
Daft Punk concert, anyway)
and the Chicago Cubs may
not be on the verge of winning
the World Series (yet). But the
franchise offers us something
else: a sense of curiosity. The
present foreseen by “Back to the
Future 2” may be less important
than the ongoing past of “Back
to the Future.”
Because for all the
stonewashed jeans and Van
Halen worship (oh yeah, and
those suspenders), the 1985
of the movie doesn’t really feel
fundamentally different from
our modern world certainly
not in terms of attitudes and
priorities, and certainly not
when comparing it to the 19551985 divide and the contrasting
attitudes toward sex and
feminism.
For all the way it predicts
change, it shows that, when it
comes to understanding our
origins, much remains the same.
Mainly, though, it reminds
us to be grateful that plutonium
isn’t available at every corner
drug store. Yet.

Photo: Anna Ashcraft
Broderick McGarvey. ‘Cleaned Room,’ 2015. Rocks, vacuum bag, cellphone. The
Bates Gallery is housed in Loveland Hall.

‘Jobs’ expected to win box office
By Saba Hamedy
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Universal Pictures’ “Steve
Jobs” likely will give the studio another No. 1
opening at the box office when it expands into
wide release this weekend.
The film, which cost $30 million to make,
could add $18 million to $20 million when
it expands to 2,491 theaters in the U.S. and
Canada, according to people familiar with prerelease audience surveys.
Written by Aaron Sorkin and directed by
Danny Boyle (who won the Oscar for directing
“Slumdog Millionaire”), “Steve Jobs” stars
Michael Fassbender as the Apple co-founder. It
co-stars Kate Winslet as longtime Jobs deputy
Joanna Hoffman, Seth Rogen as company
co-founder Steve Wozniak and Jeff Daniels as
former Apple CEO John Sculley.
It has seen strong turnouts in limited release.
It launched with $521,000 in just four theaters
in New York and Los Angeles, making it the

highest-grossing limited release of the year with
a $130,381 per-screen average. To date, it has
collected $2.34 million.
Universal has had a blockbuster year already,
propelled by “Jurassic World,” “Furious 7,”
“Minions” and most recently, “Straight Outta
Compton.” Even if “Steve Jobs” does not draw in
massive numbers, it still will add to the studio’s
list of 2015 hits.
“I would almost bet more on ‘Steve Jobs’ being
No. 1 simply because it’s got the Universal magic
going for it,” said Paul Dergarabedian, a senior
media analyst for research firm Rentrak. “They
have had one of those years where they can do
no wrong. They wind up on top and make it
seem easy.”
If “Jobs” does end up at No. 1, Dergarabedian
said it will validate Universal’s strategy to go
limited first.
“I think it was really smart for Universal
to do that,” he said. “It’s a very, very crowded
marketplace for sophisticated dramas right now.”
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‘Vacation’ reboot falls short of expectations

Rusty, Debbie Griswold and family star in ‘Vacation,’ the reboot of the original film. The movie also stars Chris Hemsworth, Norman Reedus and Chevy Chase.

By William Stevens
Senior Staff Writer

“Vacation,” the sequel released earlier this summer, follows
an adult Rusty Griswold (Ed Helms) as he attempts to bring his
family together. He plans a cross-country trip to Wally World,
much like the original, with hilarity supposedly ensuing as they
made their journey. And one would think with the supporting
talents of Chris Hemsworth, Norman Reedus and Chevy Chase,
“Vacation” would have been an above average film. The movie
could have been the spiritual successor to 1983’s original;
however it fell short of every expectation I had.
Take the opening for example. The movie begins in the
cockpit of a commercial airliner where Griswold pilots the plane.
He leaves the cockpit in order to go use the restroom, leaving his
co-pilot to fly. His co-pilot, an older gentlemen, thanks Rusty for
going to bat for him.
Rusty responds with a very heartfelt “you’re welcome,” and
soon, it becomes clear the elderly man in the co-pilot’s chair
suffers from some form of memory loss as he repeats himself
three times.
Then, in an attempt to salvage the joke, the writers threw in

a cheap physical gag which led to the first profane word in the
film. When a movie resorts to cheap laughs and shock value
within the first five minutes, it normally doesn’t bode well for the
rest of the film.
At home, Rusty is planning to spice up his relationship with
his wife, Debbie (Christina Applegate), by substituting their
annual trip to their cabin with the vacation that he took with his
family in the original. The audience also gets to see where Rusty’s
sister ended up after she had grown up.
Audrey Griswold (Leslie Mann) married Stone Crandall
(Chris Hemsworth) and moved to a relatively large ranch. One
of the funnier moments was seeing Ed Helms attempt to herd
cows with a four-wheeler and failing miserably. Unfortunately,
it felt like the writers focused too much on the comedy and not
enough on the main conflict.
The main conflict in the original was simple; Clark Griswold
is traveling with his family cross-country and gets distracted
along the way. Eventually he would arrive only to find Wally
World closed. The conflict in this movie was almost exactly
the same as in the old one with a change in the ending and the
mishaps that take place.
One such mishap happens on the highway when Rusty

Photo: Contributed Photo

attempts to communicate with a trucker driving behind him,
via a CB radio he has in his car. Eventually, his child tries to
communicate with the trucker and instead insults him. Rusty
takes the radio back and apologizes when the truck tries to
run them off the highway before finally driving past them. The
trucker continued to show up throughout the film, but did not
show his face until closer to the end.
The trucker, played by a familiar zombie slayer, is a nice
highlight. When they arrive on the west coast, the Griswolds are
dropped off at a small inn run by none other than Clark (Chevy
Chase) and Ellen Griswold (Beverly D’Angelo). Unfortunately,
Chase and D’Angelo make their cameos in the last 10 minutes of
the film and by that point it was too little too late.
“Vacation” had the potential to be a funny movie, but the
writing focused far too heavily on the comedy and less on the
actual storyline. It also didn’t help that the trailers painted a
vastly different picture than what the finished product was.
There were a few moments in the film that were funny, however,
by and large the film was not consistent and spent a lot of time
with unnecessary distractions. In the end, “Vacation” did little
more than leave a bad taste in my mouth and I would not
recommend this film to anyone.

‘Goosebumps’ debuts at No. 1, takes home box office prize

Jack Black, starring as R.L. Stine in the new

By Saba Hamedy
Los Angeles Times

Sony’s “Goosebumps,” based on R.L. Stine’s
popular anthology series from the 1990s,
dominated the box office this weekend, while
Netflix’s “Beasts of No Nation” saw lowerthan-anticipated turnouts after debuting
simultaneously online and in limited release.
“Goosebumps,” which stars Jack Black,
launched with a solid $23.5 million in the
U.S and Canada. It outpaced three other new
releases as well as Fox’s “The Martian,” which
fell to second place in its third weekend.
The strong opening comes on the heels of
Sony’s animated hit “Hotel Transylvania 2,”
which brought in $12.25 million in its fourth
weekend. Both films benefitted from a dearth
of family-friendly films in the marketplace,
with young moviegoers making up a large
chunk of audiences.
Family audiences also opted to see the
book adaptation over Warner Bros.’ “Pan,”
which dropped 62 percent in its second
weekend. The film, which cost $150 million
to make, added just $5.86 million.
“Goosebumps,” which cost $58 million to
make, received an A grade from audiences
surveyed by polling firm CinemaScore _ with

Wasikowska and Charlie Hunnam. It cost $55
million to make.
“It’s the only R-rated film in the top five
this weekend, which I think speaks to the
fact that there’s a lot to offer there,” said
Nick Carpou, Universal’s head of domestic
distribution. “But I think there was an
audience.”
Moviegoers, mostly female (60 percent)
and 25 and older (55 percent), gave the film
a B-minus grade on CinemaScore. It also had
the lowest Rotten Tomato score of the new
offerings with a 68 percent positive rating.
Carpou said a large draw for moviegoers
was del Toro.
“I think there are a lot of directors in the
business that make very interesting movies
but I think there are fewer directors that
make interesting movies and can be generally
considered auteurs. Guillermo del Toro is
definitely one of those,” Carpou added.
Faith-based indie film “Woodlawn”
debuted at No. 9, collecting $4.1 million on
1,500 screens.
The film, from brothers Jon and Andrew
Erwin (“Moms’ Night Out”), is based on
the 1973 true story of the Woodlawn High
School football team, in Birmingham, Ala.,
in 1973. It stars Sean Astin, Nic Bishop,
Caleb Castille, Sherri Shepherd and Jon
Voight.
Pure Flix, the film’s distributor, has
aggressively positioned it for wide release
because of “the significant reception and
opportunity to reach audiences with its
message of unity through faith,” a spokesman
said. The studio’s budget and opening
weekend expectations were not disclosed.
Meanwhile, Netflix’s “Beasts of No Nation,”
distributed by Bleecker Street Media, didn’t
find its theatrical footing in limited release.
The Cary Joji Fukunaga film, based on the
Photo: Contributed Photo
2005 novel by Nigerian author Uzodinma
‘Goosebumps’ movie, beat ‘The Martian’ and Spielberg’s latest at the box office.
Iweala, collected $50,699 in 31 theaters,
in the history of the movie business and
a majority of the respondents (59 percent)
making its per theater average $1,635.
under the age of 25. It also scored a decent 71 has delivered once again,” said Dave Hollis,
It follows a boy (played by 15-year-old
Disney’s head of distribution. “Combine
percent positive rating on Rotten Tomatoes.
Abraham Attah) after he joins an army of
him with Tom Hanks and you’ve created
“It’s a really terrific start,” said Rory Bruer,
young soldiers under the control of a rebel
something that is sticky and electric.”
Sony’s president of distribution. “The film
leader played by Idris Elba.
As expected, the film attracted mostly
just resonated ... it is really fun for all ages
Still, the Los Gatos, Calif.-based company’s
adults (92 percent). About 43 percent of
and the whole family. It did a great job in
decision to release the film on the big screen
translating a franchise to film. Jack Black was moviegoers were 50 years of age or older. The was strategic. The well-reviewed film has
film also had slightly more male moviegoers
also so key to the success of the movie.”
generated much buzz for Netflix, helping the
(about 53 percent).
Director Ridley Scott’s “The Martian,”
streaming giant make its launch into feature
Hollis said older audiences, who normally
which cost $108 million to make, fell 42
filmmaking and distribution.
don’t rush to theaters on opening weekend,
percent and added $21.5 million to its
Netflix, which has 70 million worldwide
were likely more drawn to the subject matter
domestic haul.
subscribers, has more movies to come,
and “period nature of the film.” The studio
The space film, starring Matt Damon as
including the Adam Sandler comedy “The
saw a similar turnout with “Lincoln” in
a NASA astronaut stranded on Mars, has
Ridiculous Six” (due in December), the
collected about $143.8 million in the U.S. and 2012, which Hollis said was “a great start but
sequel to “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”
primarily an older audience start.”
Canada to date.
(set for early next year) and the Brad Pitt
Reviews have been strong for “Bridge of
Coming in third, Steven Spielberg’s “Bridge
satire “War Machine” (set for late next year).
Spies,” with critics giving it a 92 percent
of Spies,” released by Disney, met tracking
Next weekend, Universal’s “Steve Jobs”
positive rating score on Rotten Tomatoes and will expand to wide release after performing
expectations with a $15.38 million debut.
an A CinemaScore. Hollis is confident the
The Cold War thriller, which stars Tom
strongly in its limited run. It made $1.5 milfavorable reviews and word-of-mouth will
Hanks as an attorney named James B.
lion in 60 theaters during its second weekhelp give the film long legs at the box office.
Donovan, who negotiates for the release of
end, bringing its cumulative domestic total to
Legendary’s “Crimson Peak,” released by
U2 pilot Gary Powers. It was co-financed by
$2.26 million.
Universal Pictures, finished in fourth with
DreamWorks and Fox in association with
Also opening next weekend, Lionsgate’s
$12.8 million.
Participant Media.
“The Last Witch Hunter,” Universal’s “Jem
The R-rated film, from director Guillermo
and the Holograms,” Paramount’s “Paranor“The movie is what you would expect
mal Activity: The Ghost Dimension” and
del Toro, is a gothic romance starring
from Steven Spielberg, who is one of the
Open Road’s “Rock the Kasbah.”
Tom Hiddleston, Jessica Chastain, Mia
most consistent high-quality storytellers

Games
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Down
1 Sandwiches with Jif, briefly
2 Rude dude
3 Heavenly bear
4 “Beat it!”
5 Gp. with a copay
6 Countess’ spouse
7 Lover of Juliet
8 Crispy Crunchies! fries maker
9 Noisy clamor
10 Ristorante red
11 *Root source for a database
12 Southwestern pot
13 Holiday season
18 Emotion causing quaking
22 Winks count
24 Listens to, as a radio station
26 Repudiate
27 Fruit pastries
28 Eye-fooling genre

29 *Big place to play online
30 Minded the kids
32 “Magic in the Moonlight”
director Woody
33 Food, shelter, etc.
36 Cowboy’s lady
39 Nearly excellent grade
40 Tear apart
43 Latter-day Saints
45 Defrauds
47 Carves in stone
49 “Copacabana” temptress
51 Command to Spot
53 Go like hotcakes
54 Ballerina’s bend
56 Wheel-connecting rod
58 Restless desire
59 Chanel of perfume
60 Yankee with more than 3,000
hits, familiarly
62 Schedule abbr.
63 Nourished

By Nancy Black

ask. Good news comes from far away.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Wait on a final decision. Finish the research
first. You can get the facts. Rest and review.
Slow to avoid potential collisions. If you feel
the weight of the world, ask for someone to
stand with you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Don’t believe everything you hear. Get a
second source. Stick to tested pathways. Put
together a profitable deal that takes advantage
of your experience and talents. Meticulous
service keeps your customers satisfied. Fulfill
(or reschedule) your promises.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Your influence is spreading. Accept a
nice benefit. More work is required, and
your team can handle it. Practice making
respectful requests. Your popularity is on the
rise. Check public opinion and participate in
a bigger conversation.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Hang out with someone you admire. Play
with strong competitors to learn more.
A delicious conversation could lead to
romance. Relax and savor the moment.
Linger to watch the sunset. Share your
appreciations of each other.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
An unexpected professional development
changes things. Provide leadership over the
next few days. No stretching the truth now.
Temporary confusion could rattle you if you
let it. Friends make good coaches. A rising
tide floats all boats.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Adapt to shifting circumstances. Get strong
feedback from a test. Discuss research
in private and put in corrections. Apply
what you’re learning to a domestic project
today and tomorrow. Mix up the recipe for
something original.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Your wanderlust is getting worse today and
tomorrow. Plan your itinerary and make
reservations in advance. Adapt for changing
working conditions. Manage your schedule
carefully. Reserve your strength, and pack
light. Simplicity saves time and energy.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Get your message out over the next few
days. Choose your words carefully, or risk
an unexpected reaction. Have answers for
different scenarios and keep them up your
sleeve. Hone your talking points. Let your
feelings show.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
Contribute to family finances over the next
few days. Do the bookkeeping, maybe. Bring
home the bacon. Avoid gambling. Stash
resources. Make long-term plans. Sort, file
and organize papers. Get to the bottom of a
controversy.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You’re making money today and tomorrow.
It’s profitable if you avoid spending it all.
Stash some where you can’t get it. Pay bills
and buy groceries. Don’t borrow or lend.
Postpone giving your time away for free.

MCT Campus

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Bounce ideas off your partner today and
tomorrow. Contribute another perspective
to each other. Compromise on priorities
to move forward. Get multiple bids. Avoid
assumptions. If you want to know something,

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
You’re coming into your own, especially over
the next few days. Assume responsibility.
Ask probing questions to get to fundamental
issues. Your partner helps. Make a logical
case. Use your persuasive charms. Take
charge of your destiny.

Across
1 Bit of talk show self-promotion
5 Judean king
10 “Hurry up!”
14 Real snoozefest
15 Native New Zealander
16 Angelic aura
17 *Guys’ hair coloring product
19 Cruise stop
20 Dry, as bread
21 Maui memento
22 Kind of computer error that
may cause data loss
23 Steel-cut grain
25 Eccentric person
27 Chain with headquarters at
One Geoffrey Way, Wayne, N.J.
31 Former Southwest subsidiary
34 Give __ on the back: praise
35 Criticize nonstop
37 Hold in, as a sneeze

38 Cheering word
39 *Radioactive emission
41 Suffix with percent
42 Defeats soundly
44 Actress Ullmann or Tyler
45 Ran off
46 Informer, to a cop
48 Allergy stimulants
50 Pig noises
52 “__ is me!”
53 Sends junk e-mail to
55 Busy pro in Apr.
57 Digilux 3 camera maker
61 Red “Sesame Street” puppet
62 Hard-to-define element, or a
hint to what can precede each last
word in the answers to starred clues
64 Bank claim
65 Bluesy Memphis street
66 Danish shoe brand
67 Not as much
68 Made inquiries
69 Like plow horses

Courtesy MCT Campus

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Doug Watts
“Athletics in an Educational Environment”
Oct. 22 | 9:30 a.m.
“An introspective and entertaining
look back at Doug Watts’ 49 years in
education.”

Edinboro Film Series: Repulsion (1965)
Oct. 22 | 8:30 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

Pinloom Weaving with Emily Behrendt
Oct. 23 | 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Hendricks Hall

Halos for Harlie: A Walk for Leukemia
Oct. 24 | 6 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium
All proceeds will be given to the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society.

Archaeology Month: Locked Room
The Mummy’s Curse
Oct. 27 | 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Hendricks Hall

Anthropology Club Meeting
Oct. 27 | 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Hendricks Hall
Open to students

In The Community
Haunted Corn Maze Trail
Oct. 23 | 7 p.m.
Wooden Nickel Buffalo Farm
5970 Koman Road (in Edinboro)
Admission: Free to $10

2nd Annual Lady Cats Vendor & Craft Fair
Oct. 24 | 9 a.m.
Northwestern High School Lobby
100 Harthan Way (Albion)

Saint Jude the Apostle Church Serafini
Spaghetti Dinner
Oct. 25 | 11:30 a.m.
Our Lady’s Christian School
606 Lowell Avenue (Erie)
Admission: Free

Chicken & Biscuit Dinner
Oct. 25 | 11a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church,
McKean
$8 for adults, $5 for children

UPBʼs Movie of the Week

SHOWTIMES:

Oct. 22 — 25
Thursday: 5 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Sunday: 2 p.m.
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Marett brings vocal
leadership to coaching
By Tyler Trumbauer
Sports Editor

Edinboro women’s
volleyball is in the midst of one
of its best seasons in school
history. This comes a year after
losing one of the best liberos
to ever don the Edinboro
uniform, Haley Marett.
However, she isn’t quite
gone, just a few steps off the
court.
Marett, who wrapped up her

EU Sports Information
Edinboro women’s volleyball, with help from student assistant Haley Marett, are 23-2 overall this season.

Women’s volleyball sweeps crossover
By Becca Martin
Copy Editor

The Fighting Scots women’s volleyball
team pushed their winning streak into
double digits, improving to 23-2 over the
weekend, as the ladies went 4-0 at the
final PSAC East-West Crossover of the
2015 regular season. This is the second
time this season the Scots have won 10
straight games. They are now 12-1 in
PSAC play.
“We came into the crossover wanting
to win each game, we worked hard and
played pretty consistently throughout
each match, no matter who was in, and
we ultimately accomplished our goal for
this weekend,” junior Victoria Severo
said.
The Fighting Scots spent the first day
of the crossover at Kutztown. This was
their opportunity to match the best start
in school history, since 1994 when the
team started 20-2, and they did just that.
Edinboro defeated Cheyney in

three matches to start off the day, with
scores of 25-11, 25-9 and 25-14. Maria
Concheck led the offense for the Scots
with eight kills and posted a .429
hitting percentage. Breanna Gardner
contributed seven kills and Morgyn
Sharp added six. Senior setter Katie
Felix contributed 22 assists in the match.
Marah Maycock led defensively with 13
digs.
The Scots defeated host Kutztown in
the second match of the day, with scores
of 25-15, 25-20 and 25-20.
Latoya Hutchinson led the attack for
Boro with 12 kills, while PSAC killleader Challen Litwiler contributed 10.
Sydney Trathen totaled a team-high 32
assists and 14 digs.
The Scots headed to East Stroudsburg’s
Koehler Fieldhouse for the second day
of the crossover, where they played West
Chester and host East Stroudsburg.
Both matches ended in wins for Boro in
straight sets.
Against West Chester, the Scots won

25-13, 25-22, 25-15. Megan Screptock
and Litwiler each had seven kills, while
Hutchinson and Severo each contributed
seven kills. Severo led the squad with
a team-high hitting percentage of .462.
Trathen contributed 30 assists and 11
digs. Maycock led defensively with 16
digs.
In the final match of the crossover, the
Scots won 25-10, 25-22 and 25-14 over
East Stroudsburg. Severo again led the
offense with 11 kills and a .562 hitting
percentage. Litwiler added six assists and
three aces to her PSAC leading total of
46. Trathen again led the attack with 16
assists, while Maycock led the defense
with 18 digs.
“We’ve had an amazing season so
far and I think it’s because we have
this mentality that we can beat teams,”

See Volleyball, B3

to her “slacking,” turned into
another opportunity, which
she is enjoying every minute
of.
“Since they already had a
work study person, I asked if
I could just come to practice
and then [head coach Missy
Soboleski] suggested I just
come to the games and coach
on the sidelines.”
Now, one cannot go to
a Boro women’s volleyball
match in McComb Fieldhouse

I took it upon myself to be up [and
active]. I just am that kind of person to
just stand up and start yelling.
I cannot sit down.
— Haley Marett, Boro Volleyball
Student-Assistant Coach
playing days for the Edinboro
women’s volleyball program
last season, is back for 2015 as
a student-assistant coach.
And now, about two-thirds
of the way through the regular
season, Marett seems to be a
staple of the coaching staff and
of the current team overall,
but the Volant, Pennsylvania
native didn’t exactly envision
being on the sidelines as a
coach this season.
“They offered me the work
study job,” Marett said in
McComb Fieldhouse last week.
“I said no because I wanted
to get away and have the girls
experience volleyball without
me, because I have been there
for four years. I said I was
going to get my reffing license
and ref instead, but I missed
the cut off date by two days.”
That missed opportunity,
which Marett says was due

without spotting Marett, who
is always standing on the side
of the court coaching and
filled with instant jubilation
after every point.
“I took it upon myself to be
up [and active],” Marett said
about her in-match coaching
style. “I just am that kind of
person to just stand up and
start yelling. I cannot sit
down.”
The Wilmington Area High
School grad did plenty of
yelling and cheering during
her collegiate playing days,
known for being one of the
most vocal on the court at
any given time. In addition to
being a vocal leader, Marett
also led with her play as she
ranks in the top five all-time in

See Marett, B3

Schedule

Thu., Oct. 22
Football
Edinboro vs.
Mercyhurst, 6 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 23
Men’s &
Women’s Swimming
Westminster
Relays, 6 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball
Edinboro vs.
California (Pa.), 7 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 24
Men’s & Women’s
Cross Country
PSAC Championships
(at Slippery Rock)
Women’s Soccer
Edinboro vs. East
Stroudsburg, 1 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball
Edinboro vs.
Seton Hill, 4 p.m.
Tue., Oct. 27
Women’s Soccer
Edinboro at
Indiana (Pa.), 4 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 30
Women’s Volleyball
Edinboro at
Indiana (Pa.), 7 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 31
Wheelchair Basketball
Edinboro at
Canadian Academy
Football
Edinboro vs.
Slippery Rock, noon
Women’s Volleyball
Edinboro at
Clarion, 1 p.m.
Women’s Soccer
Edinboro at
Mansfield, 1:30 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 1
Wheelchair Basketball
Edinboro at
Canadian Academy
Tue., Nov. 3
Women’s Volleyball
Edinboro vs. Slippery
Rock, 7 p.m.

EU Sports Information
Edinboro women’s cross country looks to defend its PSAC Championship from a year ago. The meet will be held at Slippery Rock University’s course.

Edinboro cross country preps for PSAC Championships
Women look to defend last year’s first place finish
By Tyler Trumbauer
Sports Editor

There are multiple meets throughout
a cross country season.
The final three mean the most of all,
starting with this Saturday.
The Edinboro men’s and women’s
cross country teams are preparing
to compete in the 2015 PSAC Cross
Country Championships this Saturday
at Slippery Rock University.
“It is the kickoff of those three
meets that really matter,” head cross
country coach Rick Hammer said
about the PSAC Championships. “On
the women’s side, they get to race their
championship distance of 6,000 meters,
three times in a row. For the men, this
is our last 8K race, roughly five miles.
We are looking forward to getting that
out of the way and moving on to 10,000
meters, which is where Edinboro men’s

cross country usually does their best.”
The women are looking to defend
their PSAC team championship from
a year ago, which was Edinboro’s
first since 2006. However, the Scots
are without their top runner from
that team, Kasey Jones, who is out of
eligibility for cross country.
However, freshman Ida Narbuvoll
has stepped into that top spot in just her
first year at Edinboro. Narbuvoll kicked
off her inaugural season in the Boro
with a win in the Doug Watts Distance
Gala back in September. She carried
that dominance throughout the season
and is considered to be a favorite to win
the women’s race on Saturday.
“I’m feeling good,” the Norway native
said earlier this week. “I was a little bit
worried last week because I caught a
cold, but I’m feeling good and looking
forward to this weekend.”
Narbuvoll may claim that individual
title and get the headlines, but Hammer

thinks his other top five runners aren’t
getting as much respect as they should.
“On paper, Emma Sullivan is the top
returner from the region,” Hammer
said. “She finished third in the region
with two seniors in front of her. I
don’t think she is going to compete
for the top spot, as we brought in Ida
and Slippery Rock has a nice graduate
student running for them as well…[but]
I certainly think she is in the group to
finish third.”
Hammer also noted Anna Hosel
and Abbey Lang as others to watch
for in the women’s race. Additionally,
Hammer said he is “very happy” that
Bekkah Bond is back from an injury.
The men’s cross country team
finished in third place a year ago.
Hammer hopes to have a similar result
this year.
“We’ve said all year long that we are
a pretty young team,” he noted. “We
got three seniors on the squad and

then everyone else, eligibility wise, is a
freshman or a sophomore. There is still
quite a bit of learning that is going on.”
On the other side, and in addition to
youth, injuries have plagued the men’s
squad for most of the season, but they
hope that is now past them.
“Everybody is healthy now, as I’m
aware,” senior Elliot Martynkiewicz
said about the men’s squad. “I think it
will be interesting to see the top seven
guys on the line on race day.”
In addition to Martynkiewicz, Corey
Wefing, Mike McLaughlin and senior
Logan Kempney are Boro athletes to
watch for on Saturday.
Following the PSACs this Saturday,
the Scots will begin to prepare for the
2015 Division II Atlantic Regional
Championships, hosted by Lock Haven
University, on Nov. 7 and the Division
II National Championships on Nov. 21
in Joplin, Missouri.
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‘Neither snow nor rain’: Boro soccer wins despite unseasonable conditions
By Mike Fenner

Senior Staff Writer
After suffering its first losing streak of
the season with consecutive road losses to
Bloomsburg and Gannon, the Fighting Scots
women’s soccer team defeated visiting Kutztown
4-1 at Sox Harrison Stadium on Saturday
afternoon.
“We knew we were a good team,” head coach
Gary Kagiavas said after the game in response to
breaking the two-game skid.
“We knew that the Gannon match is not
really indicative of who we are, but we played
into the elements,” he continued. “We played
into the wind and into the rain in the first half.
I wasn’t anticipating 4-0, but it’s hard to come
back from 4-0, so we knew we weren’t a bad
team and we knew we could play with anybody
in the conference.”
On the first day of snowfall this fall in
Edinboro, the Scots (9-5, 8-4 PSAC) and Golden
Bears (8-4-1, 8-4-0) had to deal with several
weather conditions that affected the match,
according to Kagiavas.
“The snow started sticking in the second half,
so it was on the ground and we really couldn’t
pass the ball properly, so it was a little more
difficult,” Kagiavas said. “It was a little bit more
difficult to be able to pass the ball and create
opportunities in the second half.”
Just over 90 seconds into the game,
sophomore midfielder/forward Ashley Mutkus
scored off a rebound as senior midfielder/
forward Jansen Hartmann took a shot off the
post to set up her teammate.
“Jansen, I think she was trying to cross it,
maybe trying to shoot it and I was just trying to
hit it in,” Mutkus said after the game. “Luckily it
was a right place, right time kind of thing. I can’t
say I had a real big game plan right there.”
In the 17th minute, the Fighting Scots took a
2-0 lead behind a goal from junior forward Alex
Brown. The Bay Village, Ohio native scored her
third goal of the season on a shot from 25 yards
out to extend the Edinboro advantage.
Kutztown got on the board, for their lone
goal of the afternoon, on a breakaway play
with freshman midfielder/forward Alyssa Ryan
booting one past sophomore goalkeeper Sarah
Baskey in the 28th minute of the first half.
After Hartmann assisted Mutkus earlier in
the half, Mutkus returned the favor on a helper

EU Sports Information

Ashley Mutkus scored two goals and registered one assist in Edinboro’s 4-1 win against Kutztown.
that set up Hartmann’s score with just four
minutes remaining in the half to take a 3-1 lead.
Edinboro outshot Kutztown 11-5 in the first
half while logging eight shots on goal.
“We had a scouting report,” Kagiavas said.
“We knew that our forwards moving are able
to create opportunities for us, so we had them
being very dynamic today. Actually, we ask
them to do that every game, but the way they
play, they gave us the channels and it allowed us
to get down the sides on them.”
Within just a 15 minute halftime, the snow
altered the complexion of the field entirely and
changed the dynamic of the match that saw
Edinboro in front after 45 minutes.
“The ball, when it was rolling, it was like
a snowball, it was building up, it was hardly
moving, so it was definitely a challenge to
play in the snow like that in the second half,”
Mutkus said. “In the first half, I didn’t notice it
that much. In the second half, it was definitely
rough.”

In a second half where the pace of play
completely opposed that of the first frame,
Edinboro found one more play to pad their twogoal lead. Alex Brown assisted on yet another
Mutkus goal, as Mutkus was operating in front
of the net.
Mutkus, who entered the day with three goals
on the season, found goals four and five against
the Golden Bears.
“It’s exciting, it’s really big and I haven’t
scored [in] quite a few games so it was a really
good time to get those goals in,” she said.
“Today she was on,” her coach added. “She
was in the right place and I’m just hoping we
can get more consistency in her ability to score
goals, because she is a special, special player.”
Edinboro outshot Kutztown 16-6 with an
11-3 edge in shots on goal.
The Fighting Scots hosted Slippery Rock on
Wednesday, after deadline for this issue, and
returns to the field on Saturday afternoon with
a 1 p.m. match at Sox Harrison Stadium as

Edinboro hosts East Stroudsburg.
@Fenner_6
sports.spectator@gmail.com

BOX SCORE
Kutztown (8-3-1, 8-3-0) vs. Edinboro (9-5-0, 8-4-0)
Goals by period 1 2 Tot
------------------------------Kutztown............ 1 0 - 1
Edinboro............. 3 1 - 4
SCORING SUMMARY:
1. 1:43 EDIN Ashley Mutkus (4) (Jansen Hartmann) - scored off rebound from post
2. 17:33 EDIN Alex Brown (3) (unassisted) - shot
from 25 yards out into top middle of the net
3. 28:26 KUTZ Alyssa Ryan (4) (unassisted) scored on a breakaway
4. 41:04 EDIN Jansen Hartmann (9) (Ashley
Mutkus)
5. 74:06 EDIN Ashley Mutkus (5) (Alex Brown) scored off rebound in front of the net

Boro falls at top ranked Gannon
Spectator Staff Reports
Edinboro shut out Gannon in the second half
of their women’s soccer match last week.
Gannon won the contest behind its four firsthalf goals.
Top ranked Gannon scored four goals in the
first 45 minutes of play to defeat Edinboro 4-0
and stay undefeated on the season last Tuesday
night under harsh conditions in Erie.
With the loss, the second in as many matches,
the Fighting Scots fell to 8-5 overall and 7-4 in
the PSAC.
Mani Brueckner netted her 12th and 13th
goals of the season, putting the Golden Knights
in the lead, 2-0, midway through the first half.
Brueckner’s first score of the match came in the
form of a penalty kick in the 21st minute of play.
The second was assisted by Sammy Valloud in
the 32nd minute.
Gannon tacked on another goal in the 40th
minute as Olivia Augustyniak chipped in one
over Edinboro goalkeeper Sarah Baskey from 50
yards out. It was her second score of the season.
A few minutes later, the fourth and final
goal of the match was tallied when Gannon’s
Michelle Genetin converted a header in the

43rd minute. Hannah Manczka was credited
with the assist.
Gannon outshot Edinboro, 18-9, in the
match, with 12 of the Golden Knights’ shots
being on goal.
With the victory, Gannon extended its
winning streak against Boro as the Scots haven’t
bested the Golden Knights since 2006.

BOX SCORE
Edinboro (8-5, 7-4 PSAC) vs. Gannon University
(13-0, 12-0 PSAC)
Goals by period
1 2 Tot
------------------------------Edinboro.................. 0 0 - 0
Gannon University... 4 0 - 4
SCORING SUMMARY:
1. 20:05 GAN Mani Brueckner (12) Penalty kick
2. 31:53 GAN Mani Brueckner (13) (Sammy
Valloud) - *Placed perfectly into upper right corner
from 30 yds out on left
3. 39:48 GAN Olivia Augustyniak (2) (unassisted)
- Perfect lob shot over GK from 50 yards out on free
kick
4. 42:05 GAN Michelle Genetin (7) (Hannah
Manczka)
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Boro’s 4th quarter comeback falls short, Gannon survives 49-42
By Mike Fenner

Senior Staff Writer
ERIE — Once down 42-20 in the fourth
quarter, the Fighting Scots nearly pulled off
a furious rally in the final stanza that saw
Edinboro come up with 22 point
And the Scots would even have multiple
chances to take the ball back from their local
rival, Gannon, at the end of the 10th edition of
the backyard brawl.
Following Edinboro’s sixth touchdown
on a rainy and windy night in Erie, redshirt
sophomore kicker Austin Reese’s well executed
onside kick landed in the hands of Gannon
senior running back Brock Jones.
On the Golden Knights’ first offensive snap
of their final drive, Jones (29 carries, 134 yards
rushing) would run for 19 yards into the Boro
secondary before freshman defensive back Zuril
Hendrick punched the ball loose, creating a
fumble.
Gannon’s Tyler Johnson recovered. Playing
with a desperate set of cards, the defense
stopped Jones on three straight runs to set up
a fourth down and 12 at the Boro 25 with the
Scots set to exhaust its final timeout with less
than 30 seconds remaining in the one score
game.
Instead, freshman cornerback Mitch
Thomas’ 15-yard personal foul penalty, which
represented one of five personal foul penalties
on the evening for Edinboro, would grant
Gannon an automatic first down.
The Golden Knights wouldn’t need another
snap as they would survive a thriller that
featured over 1,000 yards of offense; Jones
breaking a program record with five total
touchdowns and tying a school-high mark
with four rushing scores; and a series record 91
points scored in Gannon’s third straight win in
the series.
“It’s unacceptable,” head coach Scott
Browning said of the final penalty after the
game. “It’s very selfish and we’re not going to put
up with it. We need to get it corrected, because
it’s controllable.”
Edinboro (0-7, 0-4 PSAC West) faced
multiple three-score deficits to Gannon (5-2,
2-2) throughout the game before creating a one
score game on two occasions late in the game at
McConnell Family Stadium in Erie.

Volleyball
From B1

Trathen said. “We go all out
in every game, no matter
what team we’re playing, and
I think that’s why we’ve been
so consistent in winning. It
truly is an amazing feeling.”
Edinboro is back in action
at McComb Fieldhouse on
Friday at 7 p.m. against
California (Pa.) and again on
Saturday at 4 p.m. when the
Seton Hill Griffins come to
the Boro.
“All in all it was a great
weekend,” Litwiler said. “Now
we’re ready to take on our
home matches this weekend
against Cal and Seton Hill.”

BOX SCORES
Edinboro def. Kutztown 25-

EU Sports Information
Jake Sisson threw for a career high 364
passing yards and five touchdowns in
Edinboro’s 49-42 loss to Gannon.
“We brought sixty guys up here tonight and
we didn’t have one guy quit and think that we
couldn’t come back and win the damn football
game,” Browning said. “I couldn’t be more
proud of our football team.”
Entering the final frame facing a 22-point
hole, the Fighting Scots would need a career
night from sophomore quarterback Jake Sisson
and they got it.
Sisson finished the night completing 22-of-40
passes for a career-best 364 yards, a career high
five touchdown passes (tying a school record),
while adding a rushing score.
This came after completing the longest
passing play and registering the longest offensive
play of the season for Edinboro in the first
half on a 75-yard touchdown toss to redshirt
sophomore receiver Alex Caratelli.
“He picked it up,” Caratelli said. “He did
really well and he did all we could ask. A couple

15,25-20,25-20
Edinboro (21-2, 10-1 PSAC)
(Kills-aces-blocks) - Latoya
Hutchinson 12-0-1; Challen
Litwiler 10-3-1; Victoria Severo 7-2-1; Megan Screptock
5-0-1; Jacqui Mullins 5-2-0;
Sydney Trathen 1-0-1; Morgyn
Sharp 0-1-0; Marah Maycock
0-3-0; Totals 40-11-4.0.
(Assists) - Sydney Trathen 32.
(Dig leaders) - Sydney Trathen
14; Challen Litwiler
8
Kutztown (5-17, 3-8 PSAC)
(Kills-aces-blocks) - Audrey
Stringer 7-0-6; Jessica Howe
6-0-0; Tori Wakelee 4-0-5;
Shannon Restrepo 2-0-1;
Anna Conti 1-0-0; Niki Carpenter 1-0-3; Zandria Zielinski
1-0-3; Totals 22-0-10.0. (Assists) - Shannon Restrepo 13.
(Dig leaders) - Madison Brake
11; Emily Kopinski 8
Edinboro def. West Chester

25-13,25-22,25-15
Edinboro (22-2, 11-1 PSAC)
(Kills-aces-blocks) - Megan
Screptock 7-0-0; Challen Litwiler 7-3-0; Latoya Hutchinson
6-0-0; Victoria Severo 6-0-3;
Jacqui Mullins 6-0-1; Sydney
Trathen 4-1-2; Taylor Palowski
0-1-0; Morgyn Sharp 0-1-0;
Marah Maycock 0-2-0; Totals
36-8-3.0. (Assists) - Sydney
Trathen 30. (Dig leaders) Marah Maycock 16; Sydney
Trathen 11; Challen Litwiler 8
West Chester (18-6, 6-6
PSAC) (Kills-aces-blocks) Molly
Grammer 12-0-0; Allie Duffy
4-2-0; Abbie Dischert 3-0-0;
Samantha Agostini 3-0-0;
Victoria Cruciani 3-0-1; Callie
Krajcir 1-3-0; Jillian Grammer 0-0-1; Totals 26-5-1.0.
(Assists) - Jillian Grammer 24.
(Dig leaders) - Callie Krajcir
13; Nicki Yates 11

EU Sports Information
Edinboro women’s volleyball has won 10 straight matches for the second time this season.

things went wrong, but he did all he could.”
Using a nearly five minute drive to go 95
yards on 12 plays, the Scots put together the first
of its three scores in the fourth quarter through
the air.
After nearly scoring on both first and second
down on the Gannon doorstep, Sisson fired a
pass into the middle of the end zone for redshirt
junior receiver Darren Massey on a do or die
fourth and goal from the Knights’ three.
Edinboro’s ability to convert all three of
its fourth down chances proved to be a key
area in the contest as two of them resulted in
touchdown scores.
“It means everything,” Caratelli said of the
successful conversions. “We’ve got to keep our
defense off the field and let them get some air. It
keeps our momentum going. If it’s third down,
we don’t get it, we’re kind of down, but fourth
down, we get it, it just keeps the drive going.”
Following a three-and-out from the Boro
defense that yielded just seven yards, Gannon
sophomore punter Karch Holland netted just a
20-yard punt to set up the Scots at the 50.
From there, Edinboro took just over two
minutes and scored on a 5-play drive where
Sisson completed three of his four passes to
start the possession. The Jamestown, New York
native then took the ball himself and ran for a
four yard touchdown scamper on third and goal
from the four yard line
Sisson then added Edinboro’s two-point
conversion as he rolled right and extended the
ball to successfully reach for the front right
pylon as the game was suddenly a 42-35 affair
with over seven minutes remaining.
“I just thought guys stepped up and made
plays,” Browning said. “I felt really good about
whatever we called and I thought we had a great
opportunity that it was going to work, because
we were blocking and we were doing everything
we needed to do.”
Gannon would counter with an 18yard touchdown pass from redshirt senior
quarterback Liam Nadler (20-of-34 for 321
yards, three touchdown passes) to senior Jesstin
Hamm for his 11th touchdown grab of the year,
with a little over four minutes left in the game to
make it a two-score contest.
Not having much time to operate, the Scots
marched down the field in a little over two
minutes to throw one final punch.

Marett
From B1

career digs and digs per game.
The current players, many
of whom were teammates with
Marett, are happy to have the
one-time captain still in the
program.
“I think they like it,” Marett
said of the players’ reaction
to her as a coach. “A lot of
them tell me that they love
having me back. I’ve been
around most of them for two
or three years. I feel like they
look to me as a leader. Now
that I’m not on the court they
look to others too, but I feel
they can still look to me as a
leader because I’m a coach,
but I’m also a friend and was a
teammate.”
Soboleski is ecstatic to have

With 1:51 remaining and another fourth
down facing Edinboro’s jump-started offense,
Sisson came through on a 22-yard touchdown
pass to Caratelli.
“It meant so much to us,” Caratelli said. “We
were down 14 with a minute left and we needed
that a lot. Sisson did a great job letting me go up
for it. Our line held up and everything. It was
just a nice ball.”
Edinboro falls to 0-7 for the first time since
1940 and will face the Mercyhurst Lakers
tonight at 6 p.m. at Sox Harrison Stadium.

BOX SCORE
Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 Score
Edinboro.................. 7 13 0 22 - 42
Record: (0-7,0-4)
Gannon University... 7 28 7 7 - 49
Record: (5-2,2-2)
Scoring Summary:
1st 13:51 GAN - Brock Jones 53 yd pass from Liam
Nadler (Karch Holland kick), 3-75 1:09, EDIN 0 GAN 7
04:09 EDIN - Alex Caratelli 29 yd pass from Jake
Sisson (Austin Reese kick), 5-77 2:32, EDIN 7 - GAN
7
2nd 13:20 GAN - Brock Jones 32 yd run (Karch
Holland kick), 12-75 5:49, EDIN 7 - GAN 14
13:09 EDIN - Alex Caratelli 75 yd pass from Jake
Sisson (Austin Reese kick), 1-75 0:11, EDIN 14 GAN 14
08:42 GAN - Brock Jones 4 yd run (Karch Holland
kick), 10-67 4:18, EDIN 14 - GAN 21
06:19 GAN - Brock Jones 8 yd run (Karch Holland
kick), 7-48 2:08, EDIN 14 - GAN 28
01:44 GAN - Brock Jones 1 yd run (Karch Holland
kick), 8-58 2:48, EDIN 14 - GAN 35
00:36 EDIN - Sean Rolick 22 yd pass from Jake
Sisson (Austin Reese kick blockd), 6-75 1:08, EDIN
20 - GAN 35
3rd 08:43 GAN - Brandon Mansell 6 yd pass from
Liam Nadler (Karch Holland kick), 9-61 4:12, EDIN
20 - GAN 42
4th 11:11 EDIN - Darren Massey 3 yd pass from
Jake Sisson (Austin Reese kick), 12-95 4:45, EDIN
27 - GAN 42
07:22 EDIN - Jake Sisson 4 yd run (Jake Sisson
rush), 5-50 2:03, EDIN 35 - GAN 42
04:02 GAN - Jesstin Hamm 18 yd pass from Liam
Nadler (Karch Holland kick), 8-58 3:13, EDIN 35 GAN 49
01:51 EDIN - Alex Caratelli 22 yd pass from Jake
Sisson (Austin Reese kick), 8-67 2:07, EDIN 42 GAN 49

Marrett by her side at the
matches.
“I give her a job on the
sidelines where she is calling
out what the other team is
going to do,” Soboleski said.
“I tell her that she needs to do
it ever time they are getting
ready to serve, that you have to
tell them. She’s vocal, she’s into
it and she loves it.”
Outside of matches, Marett
coaches the defense at every
practice and also helps creates
game plans based on the film
breakdown with Soboleski.
With graduation upcoming
for Marett, this will likely be
her lone season as a studentassistant coach for Boro, but
she hopes this isn’t her only
coaching stint.
“I’d love to coach,” she said.
“It is definitely in my future

for sure. I’m not sure when.
I’d love to get a job right out
of college. That would be
awesome. I’d probably do high
school and then I’d like to
work up to college [volleyball]
if I can do that. On the side, I’ll
probably do [officiating].”
Soboleski thinks Marett
has what it takes to get the job
done.
“I think she can do it,”
Soboleski said. “I think she
has the right mentality and
personality to get it done.
I hope she continues that
throughout her career.”
Whether she is officiating
or coaching, Marett is likely to
be among those on a volleyball
court for the remainder of her
life and most likely the loudest.
sports.spectator@gmail.com
@tylertrumbauer

EU Sports Information
Haley Marett (center) finished up her playing days and is now a student-assistant coach.

Edinboro basketball’s Wade-Chatman named pre-season All-American, PSAC Player of Year
Spectator Staff Reports
Edinboro men’s basketball senior guard Henri WadeChatman was named to the Division II Bulletin preseason AllAmerican team last week.
Selected as one of 16 All-Americans and two players within
the Atlantic Region, the Pittsburgh native was also listed as the
preseason PSAC Player of The Year.

Starting in all 27 games a year ago, Wade-Chatman paced the
Fighting Scots in scoring and finished second in the PSAC with
18.9 points per game, while averaging just less than 33 minutes
per contest and finishing second on the team with 80 assists.
The six-foot-two-inch Brashear high school product
registered 10 or more points in all but two games a year ago,
while hitting the 20-point mark in 12 of those contests and the
30-point plateau twice.

After finishing as a first-team selection in the conference a
year ago, while leading Edinboro to a 14-13 record and a PSAC
postseason berth, Wade-Chatman will enter his third season
with the Fighting Scots having compiled 870 points.
Edinboro hosts Slippery Rock at McComb Fieldhouse on
Wednesday, Nov. 18 to begin its 2015-2016 season.
sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Our Viewpoint
‘Shell no,’ the end of the drilling in the Arctic, for financial loss

Seattle “kayaktivists” protest Shell’s drilling initiative in the Arctic.

Contributed Photo

The Spectator
The day of Sept. 28 will likely be one that environmentalists around the world will remember
fondly. Last week, Royal Dutch Shell, know colloquially as Shell, agreed to relinquish its search for
oil off of the Alaskan shoreline, dashing the company’s ideal of becoming the first company to own
an oil monopoly in Arctic waters.
The process of searching for oil wells buried deep in the arctic oceans basins has been, as stated
in a press release from the company, “halted for the foreseeable future.” The decision came after
finding little to no oil deposits in proposed drilling sites. The lack of findings is made even bitterer
due to the daunting regulations that the company needed clearances for, as well as the abysmal fee,
$7 billion, to begin prospection off the shoreline. Shell was continually confronted by activists and
environmentalists throughout the process. In one instance, kayakers successfully blocked a Shell
ship from passing to a proposed drilling location. Their reasoning was the wildlife could potentially
be devastated should an oil spill occur. Local fauna like polar bears, walruses, seals and birds could
potentially have their entire ecosystems shattered from such a tragedy.
Alaskan oil has only recently come into contention. Prior to Shell’s proposal, oil was not
thought to have been available in the Arctic regions. As it turns out, most scientists agree the
Arctic likely holds a quarter of the world’s oil reserves. This, of course, excited local Alaskans,
who were interested in the wealth that exploitation of the sea could bring them in much the same
way Pennsylvanians are interested in leasing their land to fracking companies. U.S. oil industry
executives also had high hopes for the Shell expedition. The Alaskan deposits were supposed to keep
the U.S. in competition by vaulting our nation among the ranks of Russia and Saudi Arabia. It was
predicted by leading geologists there would be enough oil within the depths of the seafloor to meet
the American electricity demand for 50 years. The hype surrounding the mission quickly died when
the findings were noted as meager at best.
At 6,800 feet into the ground and roughly 80 miles offshore in what is known as the Cukchi Sea in
northwestern Alaska, nothing of acclaim surfaced. In the industry, it’s common for wells that do not
yield tremendous profits to be called “dry holes.” This is often the case when little to no exploratory
probing has been done in prior years or decades. Thus, the American effort spearheaded by the
Energy Department Advisory Council to find reservoirs that could be tapped and harnessed, was
absolved.
In the conclusion of this long protested endeavor, we don’t know how to feel other than torn. Sure,
harvesting energy is important and vital to the longevity of our nation by lessening our dependence
on foreign oil. However, can we afford to jeopardize the habitats of the Arctic, where many a species
are already endangered due to dramatic climate change? Are we ready to deal with the consequences

of off-shore drilling opening the flood gates for other companies to come to the ocean and compete
with some of the most irreplaceable resources in the world?
Analysts predict that by the year 2030, the world will need to collectively manufacture an extra 10
million barrels per day simply to meet the growing demands of population needs and industrializing
countries. In a world where we already consume 93 million barrels of oil daily, is this really the
direction we want the people of our nation to subscribe to, especially when alternatives exist?
The U.S. Geological Survey estimates the Arctic waters of the Cukchi Sea alone have the potential
to produce 26 billion barrels. That’s an extraordinary amount, and when we hear our politicians
boasting on talk shows and televised conferences about the wonderful opportunity we’ve inherited,
they’re right. However, there’s another side to the argument we need to consider, even if it’s not
mentioned in a forthright manner. The other side of the debate is we truly can’t keep producing and
consuming oil at the rate we currently are. In an era where we drastically need to reduce our carbon
footprint from fossil fuel usage, it is poor decision making on behalf of the companies we have long
supported every time we stop at a station to fill our cars.
The gas crisis is analogous with our fracking crisis in Pennsylvania. Companies with fast-talking,
feel-good executives send their best persuasive speakers to small, rural town halls where townships
are economically depressed and vying for any type of economic release.
When fracking corporations come to town with their effective propaganda and educate the
general public on the short term benefits to such an endeavor, the dire situations most families on
the low end of the socioeconomic strata face seem to vanish into thin air as their pockets are lined
by reckless companies. The free gas and monthly check seem miraculous initially, but as the months
wear on, these people find that their pets are losing their hair, their infant is born with birth defects,
and they can light their tap water on fire. If you can feel rage for one industry, but not the other,
then you have a misunderstanding for how the corporate world functions. Hint: It’s not always from
inventive practices and hard work.
The biggest mistake we can make as spectators of Shell’s decision to abandon their project in the
north is to assume it’s because of ethics. The environmentalist movement to tarnish Shell’s and other
oil tycoon industries played a small, but rather insignificant role in influencing the corporation to
retreat (The best thing the activists did regarding this issue was raise awareness that Shell was up
north to begin with). No, the reason Shell has evacuated in purely monetary. Large, multi-billion
dollar companies like Shell don’t respond to please and thank you, petitions, treaties, or even laws.
These companies listen to money, and they’ll base their business models around its acquisition.
Observers of the Shell decision should realize the derogatory role that money plays in influencing
corporate ideology. Shell’s arctic dreams were shattered by reality, oil prices more than halved
in the past year, (due largely in part to shale infiltrating the market) making expensive arctic
drilling a tough sell to shareholders. Besides, operations in frigid waters are more expensive than
those elsewhere, and require a much bigger upfront investment with a much smaller window of
opportunity to extract any oil. To confuse these statistics with the company’s admission of an ethical
lapse or the efforts of non-profit groups like World Wildlife Fund and Greenpeace, is to delude
yourself into thinking that these industries have less power and influence than they actually do.
Even though the ill-informed Alaskan senator Lisa Murkowski still feels obliged to point her
finger at President Obama for the lack of an economic boon on behalf of Shell, the truth is still right
before our very eyes. In retrospect, it’s too bad Shell didn’t spend the $7 billion for arctic drilling on
diversifying their brand by experimenting with renewable energy options such as wind, solar, or
tidal power. The fossil fuel companies remind us of the last whaling ships, desperately clinging to
producing energy sources whose heyday is rightfully over.

Contributed Photo
Kayakers surround a Shell drilling rig to prevent the company from further advancement.

World Mental Health Day helps combat negative stigma
By Jideobi Ezeonu
Guest Writer

Not too long ago, I was chatting with a friend of mine. She had
just recently graduated college, and like many others across the
country, she optimistically tried to venture into what we call the
“real world.” As months went by and more of her job applications
were unsuccessful, she began to fall into a hole of self-doubt.
“Am I good enough?”
“Was there any point to this degree?”
“I am so useless — everyone around me is thriving and I am
here doing nothing.”
Waking up in the morning became a challenging task. It is not
an exciting feeling to rise and realize there is nothing to do, no
one to see, and a lack of freedom that has not been there since her
teen years. College simply became a fond memory. Trying to cope
with that idea slowly broke her down.
Suddenly, those compounded feelings of frustration began to
take a physiological toll on her. She was always on edge, feeling
defeated and unsure of her future. She could not even sleep as
nightmares permeated what should be a peaceful slumber.
As the pile of failed job applications grew larger and those
feelings became darker, she began to self-medicate. Alcohol was
a go-to substance for her – being messed up filled the empty void

she had in her life. It reminded her of those seemingly distant, but
happy college days, in which she would thrive academically, but
still have fun with her good friends during the weekends.
She needed help. She tried to share her thoughts and
concerns with many of her family members. However, they just
disregarded what she had to say. Responses such as, “Stop doing
this for attention,” “Get over yourself, everyone goes through bad
stuff,” and “You are bringing me down” were prevalent.
Many nights, she would cry herself to sleep and consider taking
her own life. Feeling alone and ignored when support is needed
was heartbreaking. At this point, it would not be surprising to see
her take an even darker turn. But she decided she had enough –
she fought back, talked with professionals and old friends, joined
support groups online, and today, she is much better. Things are
not perfect yet, but when I last spoke to her, there was an aura of
confidence in her voice that had been lacking for months.
She could potentially be a success story and it fills me with
pleasure to share this.
However, for every person who has the internal willpower to
fight a mental illness, there are many who suffer for years, and
others that cannot finish the battle. World Mental Health Day,
which was Oct. 10, gives the opportunity to raise awareness
towards mental illnesses and display how prevalent they are in
our society.
One in four people worldwide suffer from some type of mental

illness. But with the negative stigma these illnesses receive, many
people who struggle with them daily remain silent or cope with
them in an unhealthy manner.
Perhaps, that is why the universal message for this year’s event
was “Dignity in Mental Health.”
Of the many definitions I found for the word “dignity,” the
one that stood out the most for me was self-respect. If you think
about it, those who suffer silently with their illnesses are not
respecting themselves. They are letting a beast loose in their
bodies, which can cause a great amount of damage in the longterm. However, one of the biggest reasons why they don’t share
their struggles with others is due to the fact people with mental
illnesses are perceived as “crazy,” “incompetent,” or an “attentionseeking lunatic.”
The best way of combating that negative ideology and
emphasizing the serious nature of mental illnesses is to demolish
the negative stigma associated with it. Doing something as little
as supporting and listening to a friend in need, educating those
who are ignorant about the facts, doing personal research, and
taking some psychology classes can do wonders to changing the
way these illnesses are perceived by the masses.
If we make a genuine effort to fight back, we can enlighten
the world, help people get the appropriate funding and services
needed, and make change – that way, we can eliminate this stigma
once and for all.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Campbell, Manning talk culture of
‘victimhood,’ microaggressions
By Regina Rini

Los Angeles Times
If you live near a college
campus or read anxious think
pieces, you’ve probably heard
about “microaggression.” A
microaggression is a relatively
minor insult to a member of a
marginalized group, perceived
as damaging to that person’s
standing as a social equal.
Examples listed on a blog called
Oberlin Microaggressions
include shopkeepers acting
suspicious toward people of
color, or someone saying to a
Jewish student, “Since Hitler is
dead, you don’t have to worry
about being killed by him
anymore.” A microaggression
is not necessarily a deliberate
insult, and any one instance
might be an honest mistake.
But over time a pattern of
microaggression can cause
macro harm by continuously
reminding members of
marginalized groups of their
precarious position.
A recent paper by sociologists
Bradley Campbell and Jason
Manning claims that talk
of microaggression signals
the appearance of a new
moral culture, a “culture of
victimhood.” In the paper,
Campbell and Manning present
a history of Western morality.
First there was a “culture of
honor,” which prized physical
bravery. Insults demanded an
aggressive reply. Picture two
medieval knights glowering at
each other, swords drawn.
Then the culture of honor
was displaced by a “culture of
dignity,” in which individuals
let minor insults slide and
reported more serious offenses
to impartial authorities. Picture
a 1950s businessman telling
the constable about a neighbor
peeking in windows.
Finally, there is an emerging
“culture of victimhood,” in
which individuals publicly call
attention to insults in the hope
of rallying support from others
and inducing the authorities
to act. Picture a Latina student
tweeting about her professor’s
racist comments.
There is a serious problem
with Campbell and Manning’s

moral history, and exposing it
helps us see that the culture of
victimhood label is misleading.
Their history is a history of
the dominant moral culture:
It describes the mores of those
social groups with the greatest
access to power. Think about the
culture of honor and notice how
limited it must have been. If
you were a woman in medieval
Europe, you were not expected
or permitted to respond to
insults with aggression. Even if
you were a lower-class man, you
certainly would not have drawn
your sword in response to an
insult from a superior.
Now think about the culture
of dignity, which Campbell
and Manning claim “existed
perhaps in its purest form
among respectable people in the
homogenous towns of mid-20th
century America.” Another
thing that existed among the
“respectable people” in those
towns was approval of racial
segregation; “homogenous
towns” did not arise by accident.
People of color, women,
gay people, immigrants: none
could rely on the authorities
to respond fairly to reports of
mistreatment.
The cultures of honor and
dignity left many types of
people with no recognized
way of responding to moral
mistreatment. But they did
not stay quiet. What they
did instead was quietly call
one another to witness. They
offered mutual recognition
amid injustices they could not
overcome. And sometimes,
when the circumstances were
right, they made sure that their
mistreatment would be widely
seen by organizing sit-ins and
hunger strikes.
The new culture of
victimhood is not new, and it
is not about victimhood. It is
a culture of solidarity, and it
has always been with us, an
underground moral culture
of the disempowered. In the
culture of solidarity, individuals
who cannot enforce their honor
or dignity instead make claim
on recognition of their simple
humanity. They publicize
mistreatment not because they
enjoy the status of victim but

because they need the support
of others to remain strong, and
because public discomfort is the
only possible route to redress.
Of course, until recently,
marginalized people were
reliant on word of mouth or the
rare sympathetic journalist to
document their suffering. Now
they have social media. So we
read on Twitter about dozens
of offenses, some that seem
incredibly small, even petty. It’s
probably a bad idea to obsess
too much over the details of any
one microaggression; there will
be some honest mistakes. But
over time, social media allows
us to see the pattern as a whole.
Granted, there are some
serious concerns with the
microaggression reporting
trend. In a recent cover story
in the Atlantic, free-speech
advocate Greg Lukianoff
and psychologist Jonathan
Haidt suggested that talk of
microaggression corrodes
public discourse; it encourages
accusations and counteraccusations rather than critical
thinking.
This is a reasonable point,
but their solution that “students
should also be taught how to
live in a world full of potential
offenses” is not reasonable.
The world is not static; what is
taught to students now will help
create the culture of the future.
It is not an accident that
popular support for marriage
equality was achieved about
15 years after gay-straight
alliances became commonplace
in American high schools and
colleges. Teaching students
that they must accept racist
and sexist abuse, even in micro
units, is simply a recipe for
allowing racist and sexist abuse
to continue.
The culture of solidarity is
ancient, but crowd-sourced
documentation is only a few
years old. We are still learning
how to focus on the pattern
rather than the instance,
and how to delicately report
an offense when blame is
ambiguous. All of this will take
time. There will be mistakes.
But the goal is worth it: A
culture in which no one is
denied full moral recognition.

Contributed Photo
Chamberlain Care is a program designed to help high-risk
students graduate, including non-traditional students.

Colleges must help
non-traditional students
Los Angeles Times
Mark Zuckerberg and Bill
Gates have some company.
Today, more than 1 in 5
working-age Americans is a
college dropout.
Unfortunately, most
dropouts aren’t tech billionaires.
Many are nontraditional
students who leave school not
because of academic concerns,
but because of issues specific to
their stage of life: a sick family
member, a job loss, a lack of
family support or just the pure
shock of returning to school
after a long hiatus.
Colleges must do more to
reverse this trend. After all, they
bear at least some responsibility
for the fact that 20 percent of
their students walk away.
Schools can drive down
the dropout rate and get
more students to graduate by
investing in staffing support
and resources for high-risk
students.
The United States has the
highest college dropout rate
of any industrialized nation.
Almost half the students
who enroll in postsecondary
programs fail to graduate
within six years. More than 36
million Americans have already
dropped out.
Dropout rates are even

worse for nontraditional
students _ students who
commute from off campus,
go to school part-time, elect
to change careers, or start
pursuing a degree later in
life. This burgeoning group
comprises 75 percent of the
college student population.
But even as their enrollment
numbers have increased,
nontraditional students’
graduation rates have remained
low. Nearly 2 in 3 fail to
graduate.
Fortunately, some colleges
are bucking the dropout
trend. By providing targeted
institutional support for
nontraditional and first-time
college students, these schools
are graduating more students
on time and preparing them for
the workforce.
Consider the efforts of Mercy
College in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. It
has implemented a personalized
achievement contract that
emphasizes helping students
who come from low-income
backgrounds and are the first in
their families to attend college.
Each freshman in the program
is paired with a professional
mentor who offers academic
advice and helps with financial
aid and career planning. Since
its implementation, Mercy’s
five-year graduation rate has
increased 20 percent.

A coaching service known
as InsideTrack has delivered
similar results. It provides
students with personal coaches
who regularly contact students
to discuss classes, map out
academic goals and suggest
appropriate institutional
resources. In a randomized
study, InsideTrack coached
more than 8,000 first-year
students at eight institutions
of higher learning. These
students were almost 9 percent
more likely to stay in school
after their first year than noncoached students.
The effects of the program
persisted even after the yearlong
coaching period had ended.
Coached students were 13
percent more likely to graduate
than non-coached students.
At Chamberlain College of
Nursing, we’ve developed a
philosophy of education called
Chamberlain Care, which
focuses on taking extraordinary
care of students and providing
robust resources to help them
succeed.
A recent Gallup poll revealed
that a primary factor in success
in school and the workplace was
having a faculty member who
“cared about them as a person.”
Yet only 22 percent of those
surveyed reported receiving
such support in college.
Through Chamberlain
Care, students have access to
success seminars and contentspecific tutoring that teach
communication, relationshipbuilding, and emotionalintelligence skills. Students are
also engaged in experiential
learning through simulated
hospital environments and
clinical work.
Since the initiative was
implemented two years ago,
student academic performance
has surged. In one key course,
the number of students who
passed increased from 71
percent to 92 percent. More
students are also graduating
and passing the national
nursing licensing exam.
Perhaps more importantly,
the program has proved
invaluable for high-risk
students who have failed at or
withdrawn from other nursing
schools. Since its inception, 230
such students have enrolled at
Chamberlain’s Addison, Ill.,
campus. Of that group, more
than 90 percent graduated.

A glimpse of the consequences associated with the Trans-Pacific Partnership
By Alexa Story
Staff Writer

Currently, 12 countries, including the United States, are negotiating a new trade agreement. This
deal has been talked about in the news recently, but really the negotiations have been going on for
five years. Only now, they are saying the deal is almost ready to be signed. The only problem is that
no one, not even congress, has seen a draft of this deal while the negotiations were being made. Well,
no one besides over 600 major corporations.
Now, bits and pieces are available and the deal is not what they say it is. They are trying to pass
this deal, calling it the Trans-Pacific Partnership or, the free trade deal.
When most people hear the word “free” associated with anything, they are almost automatically
on board. In our capitalist nation, money is everything, so pairing “free” with “trade” is a perfect
ploy to gain the public’s support.
The catch is the TPP is not actually about free trade. In fact, only five of the 29 chapters of the deal
actually have something to do with trade. The rest would create sanctions on other things like food
safety, job off-shoring, medical costs, and even Internet regulations. And it’s not just for big name
corporations; all domestic businesses and policies would be forced to comply with the TPP.
So, what does that mean for us? Well, for starters, our food regulations would change, and not in
a good way. Companies would be required to have less labeling on their products, and we would be
forced to accept items like meat from other countries that do not have proper regulations for their
processing. With no regulations on quality and no labels to tell us anything about the products, who
knows what we would be ingesting?
Another huge change would be our access to lifesaving medications. The TPP deal would make
it easier for large pharmaceutical companies to create monopolies on medications, giving them
the power to jack up prices and deny the public cheaper generics. They would even have the power
to deny people of low income drugs for things like cancer, HIV/AIDS and more. Currently, the
U.S. federal and state governments provide assistance to the public to lessen the costs of essential
medications through programs like Medicare, Medicaid, veterans services, and more. If the TPP is
signed, the government would have no power whatsoever to lessen these costs for anyone. In fact,
the government would have no power when it comes to pharmaceuticals at all.
Finally, the TPP would have major impact on one thing we all know and love: the Internet.
Internet service providers would be mandated to monitor all user content under this new deal,
which means you. Along with this monitoring, they would have the power to pick and choose
what you see, take things down, and even fine people for taking images off Google. Sharing a funny
picture on Facebook or Instagram could mean some major bucks going to the big corporations and,

even things like closed captioning on videos may become prohibited because of the TPP.
These examples might seem scary, but they should be. There’s many more where they came from,
affecting things like jobs, finances, the environment, and unions all in the United States. Why should
we care now? Well, the Obama administration wants to sign on this deal by the end of his term,
which is approaching quickly. With all these fines and increased costs, how is this a “free-trade” deal
that would do anything but help our country and economy?

A Trans-Pacific Partnership critic protests the proposed legislation.

Contributed Photo

“He was alone in the doorway, digging the street. Bitterness, recriminations,
advice, morality, sadness, everything was behind him, and ahead of him was
the ragged and ecstatic joy of pure being.”
				
— Jack Kerouac, American writer/poet

Campus Life

campuslife.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 115 | Issue 8 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, September
4, 2014
Thursday,
October 22,
2015

SectionBA nn Page
Page 6
2
Section

Meditation meetings offered to reduce students’ stress
By Tracy Geibel

Campus Life Editor
If someone were to ask you to name a person who is often
stressed, you might answer by exclaiming, “Me! I’m always feeling
stressed!”
College students have a reputation for being stressed, with
often unhealthy sleeping patterns, new responsibilities in and
outside the classroom and a heavy workload. In college, students
might find it difficult to locate time for all their homework, let
alone time to relax.
But, perhaps a short period of relaxation could help them
tackle their to-do list more productively. That’s what psychology
professor Dr. Susan Labine believes.
On Wednesday, Oct. 14, she began offering weekly meditation
meetings from 4 to 4:25 p.m. in Compton Hall, room 111.
She might be “rushing from thing to thing,” much like those
stressed college students, but after leading the meditation
meeting, she would feel relieved.
“I had to get myself centered,” Labine said. “I usually do them
while I am leading them, and it was just this wonderful break, just
stopping things for a while.”
She said when she went back to the rest of her day’s activities,

she was able to focus better.
Student, Taylor Proper, has meditated with Labine in previous
semesters and has taken her class on mindfulness and meditation.
“Meditation isn’t just sitting cross-legged on the floor doing
‘Ohms,’” Proper said. “Meditation is about gaining insight about
yourself and the relationship between your mind and your body.”
Labine began holding meditation meetings in 2013, and while
she hasn’t consistently offered them every semester, she wanted to
get them started again to help students combat their stress.
Each week Labine does different meditations.
“The first week we did an eating meditation, where you eat
a raisin slowly and mindfully,” she said. “Then, we did a breath
meditation, where you focus on your breath.”
At the second session, on Oct. 21, she led a body scan
meditation, in order to help students get reacquainted with their
bodies.
“We’re often very out of touch with our bodies,” Labine said.
“We kind of operate from the neck up, and we lose our sense of
our physical self.”
She said that it is not uncommon for people to get scared when
they notice sensations in their bodies, but when they are in touch
with their body more regularly, people can recognize whether or
not they should be concerned about certain things.

Later in the semester, Labine wants to hold more “imagerybased” meditations, where her favorite is one called love and
kindness. Students begin by wishing their friends and family well,

Meditation isn’t just sitting
cross-legged on the floor doing “ohms.”
Meditation is about gaining insight about
yourself and the relationship between
your mind and body.
— Taylor Proper
then it expands to wishing health and wellness for themselves and
for those who they dislike. It can even expand as far as wishing
that all people everywhere be free from suffering.

See Meditation, B5

MCT Campus
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Porreco College’s past
How a barn where students attend classes once held farm animals
By Tracy Geibel

Campus Life Editor
Taking classes in a barn. Seems a
little old fashioned, doesn’t it?
Well, not only is it happening
locally, but it’s actually a part of
Edinboro University, serving as the
main building for Porreco College.
The branch campus offers a variety
of associates degrees, certificates and
other programs in hopes of sending
students directly into the local job
market.
However, Porreco College wasn’t
always a college at all. In fact, it was a
farm, and the barn that students take
classes in used to be where cows were
tended to.
In March 1986, Lou Porreco, a
local business man, gifted about 22
acres of his land with 11 buildings
in Millcreek Township, to Edinboro
University, according to Roy
Strausbaugh’s “Edinboro University
1963-1993, An Administrative
History.” The land was valued at more
than $1.5 million at the time.
The land was to be used for
educational purposes.
“That’s what Lou Porreco wanted
when he made the gift,” Janet Bowker,
director of operations at Porreco
College said. “He wanted to be able
to offer education…He valued that
and valued a good education at a
reasonable cost, as well, and he felt
that Edinboro could provide that
better than the private schools.”
Foster Diebold, president of
Edinboro University at the time,
visited the land the same day he met
with Porreco, as he “recognized the
potential for the property to support
the university’s efforts to serve the
greater Erie community,” according to
Strausbaugh.
His aunt, Mary Porreco, had taught
him the importance of education.

Contributed Photo
This picture of Porreco College was taken decades ago, but students who have been to the campus know the property looks similar today.
Porreco was a teacher in Erie and an
alumna of Edinboro University.
She had raised Lou Porreco, and
the “profound and positive influence”
in his life resulted in the dedication
of the main house on the extension
campus, the Mary Porreco Hall,
according to Strausbaugh.
Lou Porreco first acquired the
land at an auction. Previously, the

Meditation
From B6

“It’s often easy to do love and kindness to
people that we love; it’s easy to wish them
well,” Labine said. “But some people struggle
more with love for oneself…[but] to be
compassionate to oneself decreases negative
self-evaluation and also tends to help us feel
much more connected to others.”
Likewise, wishing kindness to those who you
dislike can also be difficult.
“When you bring to mind someone that you
have disagreements with or someone that you
are angry with, and then, you start to wish them
well, it just shifts the way you see them,” Labine
said.
“When people make us angry, sometimes
we have really strong reactions, but I think if
we take the time to really visualize them and to
genuinely wish them well, it just gives you that
little space to see things differently.”
A person’s unique situation determines which
type of meditation can be most helpful at a
given time, but using a breathing meditation
is one of the most basic, but beneficial ways to
focus.
It helps people to concentrate on something
besides the thoughts and worries running
through people’s minds. By focusing on
something like breathing, instead of those other
things, people can relax, according to Labine.
Proper agreed, saying that meditation is more
than “thinking about nothing.”
“There is always a point of concentration,”
she said. “It actually takes practice to focus on
your breathing or relaxing your body… You

land was owned by Adrian Archbold
and his wife. According to the “The
Archbold Collection, 1838-1978,”
Archbold was the grandson of John
Dustin Archbold, an oil tycoon in the
Standard Oil Company who knew
John D. Rockefeller.
The land was up for auction, when
Porreco bought it. Another of the
bidders at the auction was a real estate
developer, and Porreco wanted the
land to be maintained.
“He didn’t want to see it turn into
more apartments,” Bowker said, “so
he decided to buy it.”
He lived there for years, raising his
kids. He brought in caretakers to tend
to the property.
In fact, those caretakers lived in the
“Caretaker’s House,” which had kept
its name, but been put to a different
use now, providing offices instead of
living quarters.
When he gifted the land, besides
his request that it be used for
educational purposes, he only asked
that the property be well kept.
“He didn’t want to see a lot of new
buildings or dormitories,” Bowker
said. “President Diebold absolutely
agreed with that, and the rest is
history.”

have to learn to accept the random thoughts
that come into your mind and acknowledge
them, without pushing them away, just letting
them pass and then slowly bringing your
attention back to your point of concentration.”
Students can use meditation on their own
time, too. YouTube has many free guided audio
meditations and there are applications available
on iTunes to help people meditate.
“A lot of people who are into mindfulness
and meditation are really happy to share the
resources free,” Labine said.
Student, William Schoy, begins each day
with 45 minutes of meditation.
“It’s been beneficial for me because I find
myself with a sure sense of focus and direction,”
Schoy said. “Meditation has brought me an
inner peace that’s helped me pursue my goals
in life.”
He described the feeling as the “brief
seconds” before falling asleep at night.
Labine hopes students will attend the
Wednesday meditation sessions, even if they
have a 4:30 class to attend. She assures students
that the meeting ends promptly at 4:25 to allow
time for students to get to their next class.
However, she is available afterwards for
anyone who wants to discuss it.
“You can certainly use it in times of difficulty,
but it’s hard to learn in times of difficulty,”
Labine said. “It helps to practice it in every day
situations and then, so when you need it, you
might be able to use it.”

Do you want to write for Campus Life?
Contact Tracy Geibel, the Campus Life Editor

today to learn more about writing for The Spectator.

campuslife.spectator@gmail.com

Instead, Porreco “renovates” and
“transforms” the buildings to fit its
needs, according to Bowker. Thus
far, she says that it works well. There
are always on-going discussion about
future plans for the college.
“The second floor of the barn has
not been renovated yet,” Bowker
said, “so there’s been discussion for
a number of years now.” As Porreco
expands, the university must decide
what to use the space for: classrooms,
offices, or something else.
When the branch campus began
offering classes in fall 1987, it was
with small sizes and few classes. The
first classes largely included general
education courses that any student
from Edinboro University’s main
campus could take.
Today, Porreco College is able
to offer about 30 to 40 classes per
semester and even offers summer
classes as well.
While it isn’t a community college,
they would like it to become known
as the “community’s college” instead.
“Erie doesn’t have a community
college and we aren’t a community
college,” Bowker said. “But we’ve
branded and marketed ourselves as
the ‘community’s college’ because the

pricing structure we are offering is
similar to a community college.”
The tuition at Porreco is the same
as it is on main campus, and when
students graduate, their diploma will
likewise read “Edinboro University.”
The difference is in the services
offered. Since Porreco doesn’t have all
the same services, it doesn’t charge its
students for them, lowering the cost
of education.
Porreco wanted to make education
affordable, so in addition to his gift
of the extension campus, he went
one step further with the “Porreco
Promise.”
“Porreco pledged a million dollar
endowment that would allow us to
help students with their costs here,”
Bowker said.
Once students file their FAFSA and
receive state and federal funds, the
Porreco Promise covers up to $1,500
per semester for Erie county residents
in one of the Porreco College majors.
The student can then receive the
money for up to five semesters by
maintaining a 2.5 GPA.
Porreco died in May 2015 after a
battle with cancer, but “this property
will forever bear his name,” Bowker
said.

traveling journalist.
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Therapy dogs brighten up students’ day

Pictured above, Megan Groner and Christina Gilbert pet one of the therapy dogs at the library on reading day.

By Tracy Geibel

Campus Life Editor
It took therapy dog, Sadie, and
her handler, Bonnie Tarcia, over a
half hour to walk from the McComb
parking lot to the library.
The two had come to be part of the
therapy dog session held Tuesday,
Oct. 13 on the second floor of the
Baron-Forness Library, but before
they could get there, and on their way
from the parking lot, students who

recognized her from other therapy
dog sessions stopped her, asking to
pet Sadie.
Tarcia got Sadie after she was born
last April. A year and five months
later, she has been at Edinboro
University three times and many
other places working as a therapy dog.
“Her favorite visits are with
younger kids and university students,”
Tarcia said. “She just loves it.”
All the dog handlers that visit the
university are volunteers, but they

enjoy coming. Tarcia knows some of
the students who consistently attend
the sessions.
“I’ve known them since I’ve been
coming,” she said, “so it’s nice to see
them when I walked in the door.”
Dr. Mary Wolf, a clinical
physiologist in the counseling and
physiological services at Ghering
Health and Wellness Center, brings
her dog, also a therapy dog, along for
the day, too.
Wolf works alongside Kate

Photo: Tracy Geibel

Damico-Upham, an academic success
coordinator, to hold this event.
“A few years ago we started
working together to coordinate an
activity that would just help students,
who were maybe missing their dogs
at home or maybe feeling a little
anxious,” Damico-Upham said. “It
just gives them some time to come in
and pet dogs.”
Petting an animal, like a dog,
increases levels of oxytocin, a
hormone that relieves stress and

also decreases cortisol, a hormone
that causes stress, according to
animalsmart.org.
“What better place than here on
campus to help students, who often
feel stressed the whole semester?”
Damico-Upham said.
It was originally only an event
held the Sunday before finals week,
but because of its success, Wolf and
Damico-Upham thought bringing
in the dogs more often would help
students even more. In September,
over 200 students came to visit with
the dogs, and on reading day, at least
150 stopped by.
The dogs will be back again once
or twice during the rest of the fall
semester, but should definitely be on
campus the Sunday before finals.
“It’s a feel good event,” DamicoUpham said. “Sometimes students are
feeling a little homesick and maybe
just seeing a dog and just being able
to come over and pet them helps.”
Ashley Downs has a Pitbull-Terrier
mix at home, and misses her dog
while at school.
“I come here because I love dogs,”
she said. “I always like spending time
with them; it’s relaxing.”
The dogs enjoy it, too, according
to Wolf, calling it a “massage session”
for them.
“I think this is a win-win for
everybody,” Wolf said. “The dogs love
it; they love the attention.”
Wolf also works with Therapy Dogs
United in Erie, where there are over
300 therapy dogs in this area. The
dogs that come to campus are usually
the same few each time though.
“This is like our favorite thing to do
all semester,” Damico-Upham said,
“because it makes everyone feel good
when they come in.”

