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Edinboro University professor’s animation
premieres on long-running educational TV show
By Kimberly Firestine
Arts Editor

Contributed Photo: Bradpattullo.com

Edinboro University animation professor Brad Pattullo’s ‘G is for Games’ claymation
premiered on ‘Sesame Street’ Jan. 30 on PBS, and featured music from local singer Lori Burke.

Phishing scam spams campus
student and faculty emails
By Britton Rozzelle
Executive Editor

It’s a warning we’ve all heard growing up
from parents or teachers, one that’s arguably
just as pertinent as, “Don’t open the door for
strangers.”
It’s that saying: “Don’t open any suspicious
email.”
In our technologically advanced world,
many of us have grown up alongside the
internet and computers. We know full well at
this point not to open up mail that seems off
in any way, shape or form. We know to not
click on links from mysterious sources, or to
give people our usernames and passwords to
websites or social media accounts.
With all this information, one would
assume that phishing, a process where
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someone attempts to steal information by
posing as members or representatives of
otherwise completely credible sources, would
be a thing of the past. Unfortunately, it’s been
taking campuses by storm in the past few
weeks.
“Phishing campaigns are often built around
major events. For instance, at this time of
year when we are in tax filing season, they
often gear up their correspondence with the
intent to secure information to help them file
fraudulent tax returns,” said Karen Murdzak,
acting chief information technology officer
at Edinboro University. “Cybercriminals are

See Phishing, A3

The Arts

Ranked 17th in the nation by Animation
Career Review in 2016, Edinboro University’s
animation department has been known to give
way to successful alumni who currently work
in the film and animation industry. Animation
Professor Brad Pattullo, along with his recent
spot on “Sesame Street,” is a prime example,
and he gives credit to the currently staffed
professionals at Edinboro.
“The instructors here all have industry
experience, so we know what is expected,” he
said. “We keep current on industry productions
and trends. We also have a strong art department
to back us up.”
A tenured professor, Pattullo says his career
in higher education came thanks to “a lull in
animation production in the early 2000s.”
“Mostly, I just fell into it,” he said. “I stayed in
teaching because I didn’t like moving around so
much, could stay in one place. Plus, I have time
to work on my own art.”
Pattulo credits colleague Jeremy Galante —
assistant professor at Edinboro — for helping

him add his “Sesame Street” short to his growing
list of achievements.
“Jeremy has done a lot of work for them; they
asked him if he knew anyone to recommend and
he gave them my name,” said Pattullo. “They sent
me a pitch document and I sent them several
ideas. They picked the idea they liked.”
Pattullo is a self-proclaimed “puppet master,”
working previously on claymation for MTV’s
“Celebrity Deathmatch” and recently creating the
claymation video that aired on “Sesame Street,”
called “G is for Games.”
The video — “G is for Games” — premiered
Jan. 30 on PBS and featured music from local
singer/songwriter Lori Burke, with voiceovers
from Burke’s son, Donny. With a 12-week
turnaround, it was a quicker production
time than Pattullo is used to, proving to be a
challenge.
“The main differences (between ‘Celebrity
Deathmatch’ and ‘G is for Games’) are the

See ‘Sesame Street’, A2

University seeks reputation
improvement through enrollment
By Macala Leigey

Managing Editor | News
“We won’t be the safety school. We will
be the first choice school,” said Edinboro
University’s Vice President for Enrollment
Management Dr. William Edmonds regarding
the recent change in admission standards at
Edinboro.
Starting next fall, Edinboro University’s
admission standards will utilize a new
equation that takes both high school grade
point average (GPA) and standardized test
scores into account, with more weight placed
on a prospective student’s GPA, rather than
on their standardized test scores.
“A lot of students are using Edinboro
University as a safety school; they’re not using
Edinboro as a primary choice. In making this

change, by not admitting just every student
that applies to the university, we are going to
look at the students who have the propensity
of being successful,” said Edmonds.
He continued: “When you’re accepting 99
percent of the students, you have wide range
of student preparedness, from very to maybe
not as prepared.”
Edinboro’s new enrollment requirement
will place 80 percent weight on high school
GPA and 20 percent on the Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT) or the American
College Testing (ACT), while also taking
into consideration coursework completed

See Enrollment, A2

Edinboro’s Got Talent

Art Student
Spotlight
Another week, another
look at Edinboro’s art
department, A3

Scan the QR Code below for
episode 3 of Edinboro’s Got Talent.
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‘Sesame Street’
From A1
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Enrollment
From A1
throughout high school, and class rank.
“One of the biggest predictors of student
success is highschool performance [and]
high school GPA. So as we looked at that,
[and] trying to be fair with our admissions
policy and criteria, we determined [to] put
more weight on the high school GPA and the
courses students are taking in high school,”
said Edmonds.
He continued: “The focal point is on
student success. We cannot continue to let
students start here, not make it academically,
and then have to step away from the campus
[with] debt, some college credits [and] no
degree — we’re trying to change that.”
The decision to modify the admission
standards came with the ongoing theme
of new practices and changes occurring at
Edinboro University.
“I’m new to the university; we have a new
president. Everything is right for change,
in terms of looking into the enrollment
management area,” said Edmonds.
Regarding the admission of students in
the Office of Disabilities (OSD) program, the
new enrollment requirements will apply to all

students enrolling at Edinboro.
“In terms of being equitable to all students,
they must meet the admissions criteria. Part
of the admissions process, in terms of being
blind to students’ ability [or] disability, all
students must meet the admissions criteria.
Then once [they] meet the admissions
criteria, services can be applied to the
student,” said Edmonds.
With the adaptation of new admission
standards, Edmonds predicts a short period
of decreased enrollment rates at Edinboro,
but in the long-run a major increase in
education and student quality.
“It won’t happen overnight that we become
the school of choice. Initially, these are
hard decisions, and we may take a slight
enrollment hit because we aren’t just opening
the floodgates to accept every student that is
interested. So we have to give this a little bit
of time to gain momentum and traction in
our community,” said Edmonds.
He continued: “We are going down a new
path, we are looking at being sustainable,
we are trying to make sure the university is
here for many generations and years to come.
We have to turn out a good product into the
workforce. We’re definitely going down the
right road.”
Macala Leigey can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Hazing running wild at UCF
By Gabrielle Russon
Orlando Sentinel

A University of Central
Florida fraternity has been
temporarily suspended after a
member was accused of holding
a gun barrel to the head of a
blindfolded pledge, school
documents released this week
show.
As pledges lay on the floor
blindfolded, an Alpha Epsilon
Pi fraternity brother leading
them “took out a rifle and
racked it,” an anonymous
student complained in a Feb.
9 email to the University
of Central Florida Police
Department.
“One of the blindfolded
pledges made a comment about
it not being real,” he wrote.
The member then placed the
barrel up to the pledge’s head
and asked him if he thought it

was real now, the email said.
“Racking” is the pumping
action that loads and unloads a
shell into a shotgun.
“It was reported to the
brothers for the case to be
reviewed within our fraternity
to see what action to take,” the
student wrote. “I’m sure they
won’t report this outside of the
fraternity. I don’t believe that
any fraternity on campus should
be involved with any kind of
firearms and would like this
issue to be handled accordingly.”
The school’s police
department forwarded the
student’s email to the university.
UCF suspended the fraternity
until further notice but allowed
it to continue holding chapter
meetings with school staff
monitoring, according to a Feb.
16 letter sent to the fraternity.
Members of the fraternity
could not be reached for

comment.
Alpha Epsilon Pi, which says
it promotes leadership in the
Jewish community, was the
second Greek Life organization
suspended last month at UCF.
The school also temporarily
suspended Mu Sigma Upsilon
while it investigated hazing
accusations after one its pledges
was allegedly told she could not
socialize with anyone outside
the sorority during the six-week
pledging process, documents
show.
“This whole process just does
not feel right to me ... and we
felt the need to make someone
aware of what was going on,”
the pledge’s boyfriend wrote in a
Feb. 13 email to the university.
The woman decided not
to join the sorority and was
also upset her dues were not
refunded, the boyfriend’s email
said.

content and the pacing. For a younger audience
you typically have fewer shots that are held
longer; also the characters aren’t moving as often,”
said Pattullo. “For an action-oriented project
like ‘Deathmatch,’ you have quicker cuts. But
the process of animating a performance in stop
motion is essentially the same no matter who your
audience is.”
Patullo has another production ongoing for
“Sesame Street,” which is set to air on May 27. He
is also currently working on a separate animated
short.
Some of Pattullo’s favorite work came while
he was part of Will Vinton Studios in Portland,
Oregon.
“Those were the best years of my life,” he said.
“The projects I worked on there (‘The PJs’ and
‘Gary and Mike’) were okay; it was more about
the creative energy of everyone at the studio, [as]
everyone was great and I learned so much.”

It was in Portland where Pattullo found
personal success in film. “I loved living in
Portland,” he said. “‘24 Frames (2007)’ was my
most successful film in terms of festivals, but all
of my films had something that made each one
individually special to me.”
For students looking to follow in the steps of
Pattullo, Galante and countless other Edinboro
alumni, Patullo has two suggestions: “Draw every
day and watch a lot of movies,” he said. “The best
way to learn about film is to be a fan of film.”
Though he finds solace in the security of
teaching, Pattullo admittedly misses working in
production, mostly, he says, because of the creative
energy in the studio. “Working in academia is a lot
of paperwork, and often isn’t very creative, but the
work is steady and I could settle down and have a
family,” he said.
In regard to future projects, Pattullo is mainly
focused on his aforementioned short, and doesn’t
have any immediate plans for another big project.
“I typically don’t have a huge back-log of ideas,”
he said.
Kimberly Firestine can be reached at
aespectator@gmail.com.
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Dr. Hillary Copp and Dr. William Koehler shared plans to dispel any myths about the
LGBT community on Edinboro campus at the March 2 social equity lecture.

Edinboro University professors
present findings of LGBTQ survey
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

On March 2, Dr. Hillary
Copp and Dr. William Koehler,
professors in the social work
department, presented findings
from a campus climate
survey they conducted in
2012 regarding the LGBTQ
community. Koehler and Copp
gave the survey in September
2012 to approximately a dozen
classes of various levels and
majors across the Edinboro
University campus.
The survey asked questions
about attitudes and peer
experiences of LGBT students.
The 55-item survey was taken
by 417 undergraduate students,
which represented nearly seven
percent of the undergraduate
class size at that time.
“The reason why it’s
important to study the
experiences of LGBTQ students
is students who identify
as LGBTQ have reported
experiences of discrimination
and harassment in a wide range
of studies done at a number
of different colleges and
universities across the country,”
said Copp. “We know that
experiencing that kind of antiLGBT bias negatively impacts
academic performance as well
as mental and physical health.”
Copp went on to explain that
the purpose of the study was
to figure out what the campus
climate was like for LGBTQ
students and whether Edinboro
students were observing
anti-LGBTQ behaviors like
microaggressions, bullying and
harassment.
Koehler explained that
part of this study was based
on the theory of bystander
intervention that originated
in the 1960s. The theory is a
five-step process that includes
observing a potentially harmful

situation, considering if the
situation requires action,
deciding you have to act,
choosing what action to take,
and understanding how to
safely perform the action.
“Do our straight,
heterosexual, cisgender
identifying students, when
they observe something
happening, are they noticing
that it’s a situation that could be
potentially harmful to an LGBT
student?” asked Koehler.
Copp explained that she
and Koehler adapted the
survey questions from other
surveys used in campus climate
research; additionally, they
created new questions for the
survey.
Koehler said some of the
questions about observances
they based on social activity
such as social media. “We asked
for a wide range of behaviors,
from everything from
microaggressions all the way
up to actual physical assault, so
we wanted to get a range to see
what students were noticing.”
The survey took place early
in the semester so that it was
“easy for students to think back
over the last month.”
The results concluded that
non-male people and older
students had more positive
attitudes towards LGBTQ
people, however, older students
were less comfortable at the
idea of having LGBTQ friends.
Additionally, students who
spent more time at Edinboro
University had more positive
attitudes towards LGBTQ
students than newer students
did.
The survey results indicated
that younger students are
more likely to observe
behaviors across a range
(microaggressions to physical
assault); males noticed more
anti-LGBT behaviors than non-

males. Koehler noted that “we
went to the police records for
that entire year and there were
zero reports of hate crimes for
that entire academic year.”
“It stood out to us that
perhaps while students
were observing all of these
behaviors, it wasn’t registering
that this was making an unsafe
space for LGBT students and
the reports weren’t getting
back to the police and safety
or places that could intervene,”
said Koehler.
Koehler and Copp said they
want to take a two-pronged
approach with the survey
results. First, they want to
look at the groups with poorer
attitudes towards LGBTQ
students and inform them
about LGBTQ people and
dispel any myths about the
LGBTQ community. Secondly,
they want to equip the
students with better attitudes
towards LGBTQ students with
information on how to act
when they see anti-LGBTQ
behavior.
Koehler said that perhaps
there are safe spaces on
campus. Copp and Koehler
said that in the upcoming fall
semester, they plan to conduct
the survey again.
“We want to figure out
what is it about being here
(at Edinboro University) that
helps positive change happen
so that we can amplify that.
We want to think more about
this bystander piece and how
we can help students move
along that continuum from
simply noticing what’s going on
to eventually deciding to act,
which can help us determine
what kinds of trainings would
be most helpful,” said Copp.
Dakota Palmer can be
reached at eupnews.spectator@
gmail.com.
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Learning center holds first of ‘Lunch and Learn’ series events
By Macala Leigey

Managing Editor | News
Edinboro University’s Center for Career
Development hosted its first lunch and learn
workshop series Wednesday, March 1 on the
second floor of the Baron-Forness Library in
the learning commons.
The Center for Career Development
sponsored two sessions, one starting at 11
a.m. and another at noon. Students were
invited to partake in a resume building
session with a free lunch provided.
“We thought we could entice students to
come out if we offered a free lunch. It’s a great
way to just give them some tips for starting a
resume, or tips for editing their resume,” said
learning commons graduate assistant Lauren
Parent.
She continued: “We have a lot of students
who visit our center and they want some
resume help; they need tips, advice, (and)

they want a one-on-one session for a review.”
The lunch and learn workshops will be
held at least once a semester and will mainly
cover resume building skills.
“They (lunch and learn sessions) do cover
some cover letter tips, but it mostly is just
resume advice,” said Parent.
She continued: “I want students to know
the lunch and learn series, and the learning
commons just in general, [as it’s] a place for
them to come get help and advice for any of
their career or professional writing needs.”
The learning commons’ Director for Career
Development and Experiential Learning
Monica Clem led the first resume building
session.
The learning commons is open Monday
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., for all
students seeking academic help or resume
building tips.
Macala Leigey can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Photo: Macala Leigey

Edinboro’s Center for Career Development held its first of many lunch and learn workshop
sessions on Wednesday, March 1, with one session at 11 a.m. and another at noon.

Phishing
From A1

Edinboro University students
form new communities while
livestreaming video games
By Anna Ashcraft

Managing Editor | Arts
The internet has provided many platforms
for people to get their messages across. Some
people write for blogs or post to Facebook
like it’s their job. Some tweet religiously or
constantly update via YouTube.
Others stream themselves playing video
games.
Twitch.tv was launched in 2011 as a spinoff of Justin.tv. It’s a site where professionals
and amateurs alike can stream or record
themselves playing video games. With the
ability to hook into your Amazon prime
account to subscribe to channels and get free
bonuses, chat with anyone from around the
world, watch streams, stream games or host
other channels as a streamer, Twitch is rising,
even at Edinboro.
Three university students regularly stream
via Twitch: Malachi Schafer, a journalism
major, Branden Montgomery, a dual
journalism and digital media design major,
and Ben Hladycz, a game design major.
Schafer has been streaming via Twitch for
about a year and a half, with shows every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. He streams
a variety of games, including Call of Duty,
Legend of Zelda, Minecraft and Pajama Sam.
One can find his streams by his channel name
on Twitch, “Mrgoldgames.”
Schafer described his live streaming as “a
very expensive hobby.” His channel has a little
over 1,100 followers, with 50 to 70 people
who message him on Twitter or Facebook
everyday about his streams. He is also able to
make some money for his streams. He has a
donation button on his page where you can
give money directly to him, which Schafer’s
site on Twitch states goes back into paying for
“new games, college life and/or giveaways.”
“My name is very valuable to me and my
community is very valuable to me, and I
wouldn’t be able to do what I do without
them,” he said.
Hladycz started out as a YouTuber.
He began streaming for Twitch as
“Bread23AndButter” in the beginning of fall
2016 at a friend’s suggestion. He has also been
part of creating live streams for charity events
in the past, with Schafer and others.
Hladycz eventually found his computer
couldn’t handle streaming games; instead he
films himself and friends playing Dungeons
& Dragons on Saturdays around 7 p.m. He
doesn’t get any donations or have a very large
fan base other than a few regulars.
“We don’t have a nice set or nice equipment
or anything. People really have to follow
along from the beginning to understand what
we’re doing. It’s mostly for the three or four
people who have been following along that we
keep doing it,” Hladycz said.

Montgomery began streaming games
in January 2017. Since then his channel,
“Brandenmo1,” has around 154 followers
and streams on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and
sometimes Wednesdays, Fridays or Saturdays.
Some games that he plays are Super Smash
Brothers, Choice Chamber, Stardew Valley,
Move or Die, Golf With Friends, The Sims
and more.
His channel has a donation button shaped
like a penguin graphic made by his girlfriend,
which he says is strictly for putting back
into streaming. His page explains that if you
donate $5 you receive a custom penguin
with an accessory. There are also penguin
points that you can earn to redeem points;
for instance, you can earn points for different
things like every minute of streaming
watched, following his channel, hosting his
channel, auto hosting, and donating $1.
Those points can be redeemed online at
revlo.co/brandenmo1/.
According to Montgomery, a big part of
Twitch is connecting with people all over
the world. He has met people online from
many different countries and states. With the
internet and all its vast capabilities, people
can connect in more ways than ever before.
Twitch has a variety of users. Some
professional streamers have over two million
followers, where some everyday streamers
like Hladycz have only a couple. The fans
are also a large part of Twitch. Justin or
“WebbedButter1” is a viewer who has
connected with Montgomery via Twitch,
although he lives in California. He serves
as moderator for Montgomery’s channel —
someone who oversees chats, and bans people
if they break the rules — and viewer to other
channels.
“Getting to know other streamers is a
big part of Twitch, and being friends with
streamers is common, especially with
smaller streamers. I can’t speak for streamers
themselves, but I know streamers form
emotional connections between viewers,”
Justin said via chat on Twitch.
“By meeting and getting to know other
viewers, it makes the whole experience more
interactive for everyone. It’s always nice going
into a stream, saying ‘hi’ to the regulars and
the new people coming in, so I think being a
part of the community and getting to know
people is also very important,” said Justin.
Community is a big part of Twitch.
Streamers would have no viewers if it weren’t
for the fans. And fans would have nothing
to watch if it weren’t for the streamers. With
amateurs and professionals both on Twitch
and thousands of channels to choose from, it
gives its user base a multitude of choices.
Anna Ashcraft can be reached at edinboro.
spectator@gmail.com.

becoming more sophisticated and clever
with their messages and they often look
legitimate.”
She continued: “Criminals have had high
success rates with phishing attempts and that
success leads to even more attempts.”
With offers for help with taxes, or even
offers for free gift cards or enticing amounts
of money, students can easily be misled
to click on something they shouldn’t —
retroactively opening up their entire world of
information to cybercriminals.
Just this semester students were
bombarded with emails asking to confirm
information for PASSHE accounts from
illegitimate sources, while cybercriminals
disguised themselves as Microsoft-sponsored
“Outlook Web Access,” a service granted to
all students during their time at Edinboro.
With students that have email forwarded to
other accounts, much of this spam isn’t seen.
Others aren’t so lucky.
Following a string of compromised
identities on and off campus over break,
many students are becoming increasingly
more aware of their cybersecurity, especially
regarding a recent attempt by a new app,
“Friendsy” to get information in unusual
ways.
With “Friendsy,” students were told
either via text message or email, “Someone
from Edinboro University wants you on
Friendsy! The new app exclusively for EU
students, brought here from Penn State by
popular demand. Whether you’re looking
for someone to tailgate with before a football
game, a partner to dance the night away in a
frat basement, or a date to enjoy the scenic
view from Mount Pleasant, Friendsy puts the
college scene in the palm of your hands. Join
the 100,000+ students already on Friendsy,
and sign up to find out who invited you.”
While the app is legitimate, the ways

it went viral on campus made students
particularly wary.
When asked generally about applications,
Murzdak said, “Many apps capture personal
information from your phone, particularly by
accessing your address book, thereby putting
consumers at higher risk for privacy violation
than they realize.”
“Resist oversharing of information,” she
continued. “One reason phishing persists is
because people reveal personal information
on the internet. Attackers can use this
information to profile potential victims and
create email and social media messages that
appear to come from a trusted source.”
Despite the somewhat lighthearted
purpose of apps like “Friendsy,” Murzdak
wants students to keep in mind that
information can always be put at risk with
the click of the wrong button.
“Avoid clicking on links. Be aware that
‘spoofers’ can send emails from what look
like legitimate email addresses. When in
doubt, contact the sender,” Murzdak said.
“Be suspicious of email or communications
that ask you to confirm or provide personal
information such as credit card, bank
account, social security numbers, passwords,
etc.,” she said. “Legitimate companies don’t
ask for this information via email or text.”
While the university does employ
the industry standard in protection for
students, there are some situations in which
information can be stolen if a student
provides the wrong person with the right
information.
If you’re a student who believes that you’ve
already fallen victim to one of these scams,
all is not lost. Murzdak advises students who
may have had their accounts compromised
to follow the steps outlined by the FTC,
especially if credit card or bank account
information was lost. That list can be found
here: identitytheft.gov/
Britton Rozzelle can be reached at edinboro.
spectator@gmail.com.

Feb. 26 — In response to a report of possible alcohol violations, university officers cited Allie Smyth,
19, for underage drinking when she was reportedly found to be under the influence of alcohol in
Highlands 3, room 3351 at 2:49 a.m.
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‘UNTITLED’ PHOTO CLUB
EXHIBITION ON DISPLAY IN
BATES GALLERY

“Untitled” was hosted in Loveland Hall’s Bates Gallery from Feb. 25 through
March 3, with closing reception on March 2.
Each individual photo was taken by those listed on the attached name card.
Photos by Madi Gross

ART STUDENT

SPOTLIGHT :

ALLISON EATON
By Madi Gross
Staff Writer

Allison Eaton – a sophomore
animation major at Edinboro
University — admits that
she “spends a couple hours
a day working on a handful
of projects on average.” This
is a small price to pay for the
overall progress on reaching
her goals of creating her own
characters and bringing them
to life to make people happy.
“My favorite thing about my
art are the characters that I’ve
made over the years and the
universe I have created; how
I can create my own original
story and that is my favorite
thing.”
Inspired by another animator
she had seen the work of when
she was in middle school,
Eaton explained that “the
cartoons of he and his friends
made me happy and that’s what
I like to do, create things and
make people happy.”

“My favorite thing about art
is that you’re able to express
yourself in any way that is
most comfortable and in what
you have passion for,” she
said. “There are many ways
to express yourself through
art and I think that is super
important.”
As she continued to work
on a project, Eaton expressed
that her favorite art form is
animation.
“You can create anything
about nothing and I think that
is so cool,” she said. “The first
animation I created was just a
swinging pendulum and I was
super excited.”
She took a piece of paper with
a character drawn on it and
placed it on to her animation
board while she explained her
creative process. “I sit down,
get out my sketchbook and
pencil,” Eaton explained.
“Then, I draw a circle and
I build on to it with various
sticks and lines and edges to

build a character. After I make
sure I have the basic shapes
and gestures — which is very
important in animation —
then I put it all together.”
While moving the piece of
paper on her board slightly,
she discussed her favorite piece
that she has created.
“For my final animation for
Animation II, we had to do a
lip-sync project where we had
to find a pre-existing audio
file and then animate our
character voicing and acting
out that piece of audio by
using big gestures and creating
a voice for our characters.
It was amazing to see them
completely brought to life.”
After moving the sheet of
paper slightly again, she began
to explain why she chose
Edinboro. “It was in the area.
There were two colleges I
was choosing between and
Edinboro seemed more like
home to me,” she said.
“I looked into the program and
it had a good reputation, and
after a college visit I decided
that this was the place for me.”
As for advice to future
animation students here
at Edinboro, Eaton said,
“the professors are very
skilled, friendly, helpful and
knowledgeable.” She continued:
“I came in not knowing a lot
about art and I feel like in the
last two years I have grown as
an artist.”
Madi Gross can be reached a
ae.spectator@gmail.com.
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Hard pass on ‘Passengers’

‘Logan’ slashes
the competition
to top box office
By Libby Hill

Los Angeles Times

Contributed Photo
Chris Pratt and Jennifer Lawrence star in a sci-fi/fantasy about being stuck alone on a trip to a far away world.

By Gabriel Hypes

Assistant Arts Editor
When I think of a movie
about two people being
stranded in space, where they
will spend the rest of their
life alone, a love story is not
the first thing I would hope
for. “Passengers” tells a story
that no one really cares about.
With a great premise, a man
woken up 90 years early on
a 120 year journey to a new
world, it sets up unlimited
possibilities for an eerie tale.
Instead, we get a half baked
love story with a non-major
threat thrown in at the end,
even after being hinted at
slightly throughout the
movie.
As proof of Passengers
having a chance of being
a great sci-fi flick, the film
starts out pretty strong. Jim
Preston (Chris Pratt) wakes
up ready to start living a new
life until he discovers his
early rise.
He runs all over this high
tech spaceship showing off all
its features (which was pretty
awesome), trying to find a
way to get back to sleep. After
no luck, he begins to accept
his fate and begins to look on
the brighter side and starts
enjoying what he has.
After months go by, he
becomes bored after doing
the same thing over and over.
Slowly losing his will to live,

he sees another passenger,
Aurora (Jennifer Lawrence),
that he feels is love at first
sight. Diving deeper and
deeper into madness, he
decides to wake Aurora up.
This is the point that the
mystery is at its peak and
the point where the movie
comes to a fork in the road.
It can either elevate into
a great, mysterious movie
that could stand tall with
other well received recent
sci-fi films like “Arrival” and
Martian or it can bore us all
the way to the end and leave
us wondering what if. If you
couldn't guess, it takes the
latter route.
Without going into spoiler
territory any more than
I already have, the whole
second half of the film
involved sexual tension and
the threat of the ship breaking
down. I found myself just
waiting for something
interesting to happen, but it
never really came.
Even when the ship does
start experiencing problems,
at an hour and 15 minutes
into its hour and 56 minute
runtime, I had no real interest
in the characters and did not
really care what happened
to them. The second half
of “Passengers” just left me
bored and checking the
remaining time left in it.
Before I give my parting
shots on Passengers, I want

to go back to what I thought
this movie could be when it
took the wrong fork in the
road. “Passengers” makes
the mistake of making a cool
space flick into a romantic
comedy of sorts.
I mean, imagine if it wasn't
the Hollywood stud Chris
Pratt that was the one to wake
up. What if it was someone
who wasn't People magazine's
"Hottest Man Alive" in
2014? Would we still have a

Passengers is a great example of a movie
that could have been so much more, but
just couldn’t really amount to anything.

— Gabriel Hypes

connection between Jim and
Aurora?
Before the point where Jim
wakes up Aurora, we had a
montage of over a year. What
if we found out Jim had been
waking up women for years
and Aurora was just another
link in the chain. It would set
up a horror movie in space
where he has been using
humans as toys and throwing
them away when he was done
with them, trading them in
for a new one.
Imagine a situation
where Jim was woken up on
purpose. Maybe someone
is watching him to see what

‘Beauty and the Beast’ to feature Disney’s
first ‘exclusively gay moment’ for brand
By Libby Hill

Los Angeles Times
There’s more going on in Disney’s new
“Beauty and the Beast” adaptation than
meets the eye in the trailers.
In an interview with Attitude magazine,
director Bill Condon spoke a little about
the character of LeFou (Josh Gad) and his
complicated feelings toward his best pal
Gaston (Luke Evans).
“LeFou is somebody who on one day
wants to be Gaston and on another day
wants to kiss Gaston,” Condon said of the
relationship.
“He’s confused about what he wants,”
Condon continued: “It’s somebody who’s
just realizing that he has these feelings.
And Josh makes something really subtle
and delicious out of it. And that’s what has
its payoff at the end, which I don’t want to
give away. But it is a nice, exclusively gay
moment in a Disney movie.”

he would do knowing he
will spend the rest of his
life alone. It would keep the
mystery alive throughout the
film rather than just killing it
so quickly.
Any other angle would
have worked better than
what we actually got. How
cool would it be if they just
had hundreds of kids and
grandkids and then in the
90 years when the rest of the
passengers wake up, they

Condon’s reveal is the second bit of recent
news to suggest Disney is becoming more
inclusive of LGBT representation.
On Feb. 23, Disney XD aired an episode
of “Star vs. the Forces of Evil” titled “
Just Friends,” which featured the main
characters attending a concert.
When the charismatic boy band
performs a romantic song, the venue full of
concert-goers starts smooching, including
several same-sex couples in the background.
The episode marked the first-ever samesex kiss in a Disney cartoon.

have no idea what actually
happened. Obviously that
idea is a little far fetched,
but it still would have been
more enjoyable than the
actual movie. The movie was
often laughable throughout,
proof of that being naming
a character "Aurora" in a
space movie and then having
your other character named
"Jim." “Passengers” is a great
example of a movie that could
have been so much more,
but just couldn't amount to
anything.
Gabriel Hypes can be
reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com

Twentieth Century Fox's "Logan" may be Hugh Jackman's
final portrayal of the iconic X-Men character Wolverine, but
the man with the adamantium claws isn't going out without a
fight.
The film earned an estimated $85.3 million from Friday to
Monday, obliterating its box-office competition and relegating
Jordan Peele's socially conscious horror film "Get Out" to
second place despite earning $26.1 million, just a 22 percent
drop from opening weekend.
Directed by James Mangold, "Logan" adapts the "Old
Man Logan" comic, following an aged Wolverine and ailing
Professor X (Patrick Stewart) as they cross paths with a young
mutant who will change their lives.
The R-rated film's take is the biggest opening weekend of
2017 and the fourth-best R-rated debut of all time.
According to the studio, the key to the movie's success
comes in the execution of its vision, blending the visceral with
the personal.
"(Mangold) and (Jackman) came in long ago and pitched
their version of the film, that was definitely going to be R-rated,
that it was going to be a very personal story, and that's exactly
the movie that we have," said Chris Aronson, head of domestic
distribution for Fox. "I think they did a beautiful job of telling
that story, and both critics and audiences have responded."
In addition to its domestic take, "Logan" earned an estimated
$152.5 million internationally, according to the studio, bringing
the film's worldwide opening weekend estimate to $237.8
million.
The big weekend for "Logan" comes despite the picture's
relatively modest superhero budget, a mere $97 million, not
including marketing costs. In comparison, 2016's "X-Men:
Apocalypse" was budgeted at $178 million and made just $79.8
million in its four-day Memorial Day weekend debut.
Lionsgate's "The Shack" outpaced expectations to bring in an
estimated $16.1 million in its opening weekend, good enough
for third at the box office.
An adaptation of the Christian novel of the same name, it
stars Sam Worthington as a man who meets three iterations of
God after the death of his daughter.
Warner Bros.' "The Lego Batman Movie" landed in fourth
place, with the animated comedy adding $11.6 million to its
four-week haul, bringing its domestic take to $148.6 million.
The weekend's other new release, Open Road's teen drama
"Before I Fall," rounded out the top five, earning about $4.9
million for its eponymous adaptation of the novel about a girl
(Zoey Deutch) repeatedly forced to relive the final day of her
life.
Lionsgate's "John Wick: Chapter 2" landed at No. 6 in its
fourth week of release. Keanu Reeves' quietly competent killer
brought in $4.7 million for a total of $82.8 million.
The Oscars, meanwhile, continue to drive audiences to the
theaters.
Fox's "Hidden Figures," a film centered on the black female
mathematicians working at NASA in the 1960s, finished in
seventh place with $3.8 for the weekend and $158.7 million
domestically.
Lionsgate's hit Hollywood musical "La La Land" may have
lost best picture, but took in $2.9 million for 10th place and
$145.6 million overall.
"Moonlight," the best picture winner, expanded its theatrical
run to more than 1,500 screens for its highest-grossing
weekend to date, earning $2.5 million. The film has earned
more than $25 million at the box office, despite a production
budget of only $1.5 million.
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‘Charlie Brown’ takes stage at Diebold William Wegman to lecture on campus
By Kimberly Firestine
Arts Editor

Photos: Madi Gross

‘You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown’ showings continue through March 11.

By Madi Gross
Staff Writer

On March 2, the lights
at the Diebold Center for
the Performing Arts began
to fade to beginning the
opening night of “You’re a
Good Man, Charlie Brown.”
The almost-full house waited
in anticipation to see the
“Peanuts” come to life before
their eyes.
The musical — based
on Charles M. Shultz’s
cartoons — is directed
by Shaun Taylor. Patrick
McGettigan, a senior
theatre arts major, leads the
nine-person cast as Charlie

Brown. Cameron Key, a
freshman communications
studies major playas Snoopy.
Amelia Tatone — a freshman
— plays Lucy Van Pelt.
Adam Pearson, a senior
business major, plays Linus.
Sophomore communications
major, Joey Asti, plays
Schroeder. Senior fine arts/
individualized study major,
Brooke Ebeling, plays Patty.
The chorus consists of April
Connick, a Rice Avenue
Middle School student; Kelli
Prizner, a junior traditional
animation major; and
Morgan Yoder, a freshman
animation major.
The show starts off with

the song “You’re a Good
Man, Charlie Brown”
where the audience is first
introduced to the cast
leading into the story of
Shultz’s comic strip such as
Lucy’s psychiatric booth,
Schroder’s playing of
Beethoven, and Snoopy’s Red
Baron plane flying.
If you missed opening
weekend of the show, there
are three showings left of the
musical: March 9-11, with
all performances beginning
at 7:30 p.m. Doors open at
7 p.m.
Madi Gross can be reached
at ae.spectator@gmail.com

Looking
forward to a
great year!
s Family Dent
MeanGary B. Means DMD istry

Caring for Your
Whole Family

Kids Teeth & More Renamed

• Highest patient reviews in the area and 5-star ratings
from Healthgrades, Google and others
• Participating with Pa Faculty, UCCI, Delta Dental, Aetna,
Cigna and other insurances
• Centrally located between John’s Wildwood Pizza and
The Hotel Bar

Dentcredit
s Family
istry cards and interest-free
• Accepting
major
MeanGary B.all
Means
DMD
financing is available
• 30 years of experience cosmetically revitalizing
patients’ smiles
• Personally on call 24/7 - all patients receive my
personal cell number
• Emergency service offered day of call

• Treating all patients with extreme care and comfort

Voted Best Dentist in 2015
by the more than 12,000
Edinboro News-Journal readers

$50
credit

Click

New patients, bring in this coupon to
receive a $50 credit towards dental care.

MeansFamilyDentistry.com
to learn more about us
Come
in

Call

814-734-4444
for an appointment

99 Erie St.
in the heart of Edinboro

Famed videographer
and photographer William
Wegman is set to also
host a lecture at Edinboro
University in Louis C.
Cole Auditorium on April
6 at 6:30 p.m.
Wegman will also take
part in the jury for the
Erie Art Museums 94th
Annual Spring Show,
opening April 23 until
July 9. According to a
release from the museum,
Wegman was selected
from a list of artists and
invited to EU by the art
department.
“He’s just immersed in
the art world — and is also
accessible to non-artists
and dog lovers,” said
EU art professor Karen
Ernst in the release. “I’m
hoping his multimedia
background will be
good for the EU Art
Department.”
Director of the Erie Art
Museum John Vanco said,
“He is exposed to a lot of
art and dabbles with many
different expressions.
Anyone who has posted
a cat video on YouTube is
following in his footsteps.”
The lecture — open
to the public — is
considered by Vanco to
be an important part of
the Spring Show at the
museum because “it brings
people together.”

Wegman will serve as a juror for Erie Art Museum’s
94th Annual Spring Show April 23. He will also host
a public lecture at Edinboro University on April 6 in
Louis C. Cole Auditorium beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Artists interested in
submitting works to the
Spring Show can do so
at the Erie Art Museum
Custom House, open
weekends from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. until March 31.
Those who live outside
the area may submit
through mail to Erie Art
Museum Frame Shop, 423
State St., Erie, Pa. 16501.
Artists will be notified of
acceptance or rejection

through mail following the
end of judging.
Members of the Erie Art
Museum and artists may
attend a reception and
private preview on April
22 from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Information and entry
forms can be found at
erieartmuseum.org or by
calling (814) 459-5477.
Kimberly Firestine can
be reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com
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Across
1 Past due
5 Place for a safe
9 Connery and McCartney
13 "Don't rub __"
14 Geometry calculations
16 Cool one's heels
17 *Performer's exit direction
19 Award for "Game of Thrones"
20 Dangerous Amazon fish
21 "Scotch" sealers
23 See 47-Down
24 *Immediately
27 Handed out cards
29 Oakland Coliseum player
30 *High stadium tier
34 Start of a choosing rhyme
35 Step on it, quaintly
36 Form 1099 ID
37 President pro __
40 Stretchy bandage brand
41 Damage
43 *Sports bet based on total points scored
46 Vote out of office
49 Totally thrill
50 *Like most TV dramas
52 Speaks, biblically
55 Texas shrine
56 Almond or cashew
58 Luke Skywalker, for one
60 In advance, and where you might find
both parts of the answers to starred clues
62 "Absolutely!"
63 Schussing spot
64 Novelist Ferber
65 Starts to blossom
66 Watches
67 Paper quantity

Section A n Page 7
Down
1 Speak like Sylvester
2 Storage space accessed via the ceiling
3 Pageant accessory
4 "Prepare to duel!"
5 "Sour to the People" extreme candy brand
6 "Carmen" highlight
7 A joker might pull yours
8 Christine of "The Blacklist"
9 Honey
10 "My parents are gonna kill me!"
11 Glass edge
12 Mess of a room
15 Drummer Ringo
18 Joins
22 Free TV spot
24 Fraud watchdog org.
25 Stolen jewelry seller
26 Onion ring maker
28 Jay with jokes
30 "Yup"
31 Steinway, for one
32 Convinced
33 "Hooked on Classics" co.
38 Crossword solver's smudges
39 Change genetically
42 Small falcons
44 Really relax, with "out"
45 Reply to bad alternatives
47 With 23-Across, priced separately,
on menus
48 Crypts, e.g.
51 December songs
53 Swap
54 Reddish-orange dye
56 "Don't think so"
57 Red-coated cheese
58 Fast punch
59 Australian bird
61 Nemesis

Answers to last week’s puzzle:

Aries: March 21 — April 19
Friendly Mars is lifting your spirits. You'll find
it easy to brush aside minor grievances at work
or silly problems in relationships. Share lots of
positive energy with your romantic partner to
make your bond with this person stronger than
ever.
Taurus: April 20 — May 20
You'll experience a surprising moment of
emotional intimacy with somebody courtesy of
a flirty moon. Maybe you'll meet someone who
shares your interests. Or perhaps you and an
on-again, off-again lover will run into each other
again and enjoy some fun interactions.
Gemini: May 21 — June 21
Follow the rules while you're under Saturn's
restrictive influence. Pay your bills, file your taxes
and walk the dog in a timely manner. Do the right
thing with your honey, too. If your sweetheart
needs help with something, don't just stand by
and watch him or her struggle.
Cancer: June 22 — July 22
Your partner is likely to be stressing out more
than usual. Venus says you should try to play the
role of a kind friend. Cook your girlfriend some
yummy comfort food. Rent a funny comedy and
watch it with your boyfriend to cheer him up.
Leo: July 23 — Aug. 22
You're feeling a clash between your personal
and professional life. There's some unusual
momentum in your career, thanks to Jupiter.
Meanwhile, your honey wants to spend lots of
romantic time with you. Be practical. You can't be
everything to everyone.
Virgo: Aug. 23 — Sept. 22
Mars will be in a friendly sign for several
weeks, and this will help you to focus and get
extra things done. Tackle those annoying tasks
you've been putting off for a while. And after all
your hard work, treat yourself to a nice dinner out
with your sweetheart.

Libra: Sept. 23 — Oct. 23
Don't rush into anything. Mars is clouding
your judgment, and you could be imagining
things that aren't there. If you're suddenly
paranoid about your honey cheating on you, cool
off. You might not be getting accurate information
about the situation.
Scorpio: Oct. 24 — Nov. 2
Leave lots of extra room in your schedule
because you're likely to need it. Mars could create
some stress for a few weeks as you race to get
everything done. Make sure your sweetheart
knows that you are spread pretty thin at the
moment.
Sagittarius: Nov. 22 — Dec. 21
You'll receive some good news. Saturn is
bringing you positive karma. Kind deeds you
performed in the past might finally be returned
to you. A friend you haven't seen in ages might
give you a gift. A former flame could finally
acknowledge deep feelings for you.
Capricorn: Dec. 22 — Jan.19
Your confidence is strong as the full moon
increases your charisma. You'll find it easy to meet
and impress strangers. If you have to attend an
interview, go to a networking event or go on a
blind date, you'll handle it with ease.
Aquarius: Jan. 20 — Feb. 18
You and a romantic interest could be at odds.
With the moon opposite your sign, you might
prefer to spend time with yourself. It would be
good for you to chill out and relax. Don't allow
anybody to impose on you or drain your energy
inappropriately.
Pisces: Feb. 19 — March 20
A friendly sun is boosting your mood. You'll
have fun laughing and sharing silly stories with
friends. And you'll experience a lighter mood in
your workplace, with your co-workers getting
along better than usual.

Women’s History Month:
“Overview of Female Veterans in the
Military and Criminal Justice System”
March 9 | 2 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

EU Performing Arts Series:
“You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown”
March 9-11 at 7:30 p.m.
Louis C. Cole Auditorium

Planetarium Show: Countdown to
Easter — Follow the Moon
March 20 | 7 to 9 p.m.
Cooper Science Center

Spring Break
March 13 to 17

Health, Human, and Public Services
Career & Graduate School Expo
March 21 | 1 to 4 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

Tartan Transfer Day
March 21 | 10 a.m. to noon
Academy Hall

Wheelchair Basketball NIWBT
National Championship
March 9 | All Day
Whitewater, Wisconsin

Erie Bayhawks vs. Grand Rapids
March 10 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena

National Marionette Theatre
Hansel and Gretel
March 10, 11 & 12
Custom Schedule
PACA

War Paint: Make-Up Artist Workshop
March 11 | 1 to 5:30 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, Erie

Elle
March 15
Film at 7 p.m.
Erie Art Museum, Erie
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Edinboro wrestling looks poised for nationals after a record-breaking win at the EWL Tournament this past weekend. They would have 6 individual champions.

Sean Russell
125 lbs.

Austin Matthews
165 lbs.

Patricio Lugo
149 lbs.

Korbin Myers
133 lbs.

Boro wrestling notches record-breaking six EWL champions
By George Schmidt
Staff Writer

The Edinboro Fighting Scots
wrestling team made the 271-mile trek
to Bloomsburg University Saturday for
the Eastern Wrestling League (EWL)
championship tournament. Edinboro had
been touted as the number one team in this
NCAA Division I conference throughout
the year and by 6 p.m. that evening, they
proved why.
The Scots put eight of its wrestlers in
the championship finals, out of 10 possible
weight classes. When they lined everyone
up and paraded them out, it looked more
like a dual meet at McComb Fieldhouse
than the actual EWLs. A school-record six
Edinboro wrestlers came away with EWL
titles as well as two second place finishes
and one fourth place finish.
125 pounds: Sean Russell — NCAA
Championship Qualifier
Sean Russell entered the EWL
tournament as the number one seed.
Russell handled Jake Fields of Lock Haven
by pinning him in 3 minutes, 24 seconds.
In the semifinals he took care of Ibrahim
Banduka of George Mason University, the
number 4 seed, by defeating him by a score
of 10-4. In the finals, Russell faced number
two seed Jake Gromacki of Clarion. Russell
emerged victorious, winning 11-3.

Index
Sports..............................................B1
Voices.....................................B4
Campus News.................................B6
Technology......................................B7
World News....................................B8

edinboronow.com
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com
adverts.spectator@gmail.com

133 pounds: Korbin Myers — NCAA
Championship Qualifier
Korbin Myers entered the tournament as
the number one seed and received a bye for
the quarterfinal round. This is Myers’ first
year in the starting lineup for the Fighting
Scots and his first active year on the roster.
Myers faced #5 Matt Noble of Bloomsburg
in the semifinal match, winning by major
decision, 16-6. In the finals, Myers took on
second seeded DJ Fehlman of Lock Haven.
It took them to the second overtime to
decide this one as Myers would come out
on top by a score of 7-3.
141 pounds: Nate Hagan
Hagan had a rough go of it for the
tournament, facing number three seed
Tejon Anthony of George Mason University
in the quarterfinals and losing by a slim 4-3
decision. Hagan landed a draw with Grant
Bond of Bloomsburg and defeated him by a
7-4 margin. In the consolation semifinals,
Hagan faced #4 Evan Cheek of Cleveland
State. Cheek got the better of Hagan by a
score of 8-2.
149 pounds: Patricio Lugo — NCAA
Championship Qualifier
Lugo entered as the number one seed
and pinned his way to the finals match. In
the quarterfinals he pinned Sam Matzek
of Cleveland State in 2 minutes and 50
seconds. Lugo pinned the number four
seed Jake Keller of Clarion in 3 minutes

and 57 seconds. For an encore, Lugo would
tech-fall number two seed Sahid Kargbo
of George Mason with a score of 17-2 in 6
minutes and 34 seconds to win the EWL
title.
157 pounds: Chase Delande
Delande came out on fire, recording a
tech fall over Mac Tanner of Clarion in 6
minutes and 6 seconds, by a score of 20-2.
In the semifinals, Delande would face
three seed Evan Delong of Clarion and
would win by an 11-1 margin. In the finals,
Delande faced off against #5 nationally
ranked and one seeded B.J. Clagon of Rider.
Delande would suffer a defeat by a score
of 9-1. EWL was allotted only one slot for
the national tournament and Delande was
not awarded one of the at-large bids to the
tournament.
165 pounds: Austin Matthews — NCAA
Championship Qualifier
Matthews entered the tournament as the
two seed. Matthews won his first match
via pin over John Barber of Bloomsburg,
2 minutes and 40 seconds into the match.
In the semifinals match, Matthews would
defeat the three seed Evan Delong of
Clarion, 11-1. Matthews would lose in the
finals match to number one seed Chad
Walsh of Rider. Matthews still moves on
to the national tournament as the EWL is
sending two wrestlers to St. Louis.
174 pounds: Ty Schoffstall — NCAA

Voices

Championship Qualifier
Schoffstall would also be a number
one seed in the tournament. In the
quarterfinals, Schoffstall would face Devon
Pingel of Cleveland State and would come
out on top with a major decision, 16-5.
In the semifinals, Schoffstall squared off
against Dean Sherry of Rider. It took extra
time to decide this match as Schoffstall
would score a takedown to win it in sudden
death overtime. In the finals, Schoffstall
would have an easier time as he faced
second seed Adam Mackie of Lock Haven.
Schoffstall defeated Mackie in regulation by
a score of 12-8.
184 pounds: Dakota Geer — NCAA
Championship Qualifier
Geer entered like many of his teammates
as the number one seed in the EWL
tournament. In the quarterfinals, Geer
drew Austin Harrison of George Mason,
recording a tech fall over him in 3 minutes
with a score of 19-0. Geer would face
fourth seed Scott Marmoll of Clarion and
would beat him by a score of 6-1. In the
finals match Geer would face three seed
Nick Corba of Cleveland State. Geer would
win this match handily by a score of 6-3.
Geer is a true freshman in his first year of
competition at this level.
Find the whole story online at
edinboronow.com.

Tech
Journalism
Rebirth
The spotlight shines
brighter then ever
on journalism. The
future is right here,
in colleges, and it’s
time for the rebirth of
journalism, B4

Text over photo. B1
Young
upstart company
succeeds, B7
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After a rocky start to the year, Edinboro hockey celebrates winning Tier 2 Championship for first time in school history.

Edinboro hockey wins big at Open Tier 2 Championship
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

This past weekend at the
Rostraver Ice Garden in Belle
Vernon, Pennsylvania, the
Edinboro hockey team made
history with their first Tier 2
Championship.

beat them earlier this season.
“Last year we took second,
it was a hard loss, then [we]
came back this year and we
knew Wooster would be a
team to beat. We were one
and two and we battled back
and forth all year.”
Chase continued, “That was

Basically we want people to know we
have a team and that we’re successful.

— Andrew Chase, Captain

Three years ago, David
Goodwill, coordinator of
campus programming and
recreation here on campus,
and current captain Andrew
Chase got to work. Their
journey hit a peak in Belle
Vernon where they overcame
third seed Alfred State and
one seed Wooster, a team that

the only league loss we had
all year, a league loss against
them in the beginning of the
year.”
After starting the year with
about 10 players (not enough
for two full lines) the team
was able to get some key
pickups to deepen the bench.
As a program, Chase and

newly acquired player and
current manager of public
relations Dan McClune
understand they have to keep
their eyes forward. Recent
admission numbers showing a
drop in students has Edinboro
administration looking for
areas to save money and the
program fears for their team.
“SGA was a huge help this
year (in regard to funding),
but we went to the president’s
meeting and he was already
talking about cuts for next
year,” Chase said.
McClune added, “Dave sort
of made a promise that he
would push for us.”
Chase elaborated: “He’s
been an advocate since day
one and he’s been a huge help.
He helps me run it...he’s a
huge hockey fan and he just
wanted to see a program here.”
Numbers have been

a concern, but with key
additions throughout the year,
the team was able to adjust
throughout, bringing their
total to 13 players, a number
they hope they can continue to
bring up.
“Basically, we want people
to know we have a team and
that we’re successful. We’re
trying to get the name out
there. We had a team for three
years now and there’s still a
lot of kids on campus that
say, ‘what? We have a hockey
team?,’” Chase joked.
In the end, there are going
to be ups and downs, but
Edinboro hockey has proved
they can win and proved
they can create a successful
atmosphere.
Michael Lantinen can be
reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.

Edinboro Hockey
Contact:
Ac141943@scots.edinboro.edu

Oakland Raiders back on
track for Vegas relocation
By Sam Farmer

Los Angeles Times

With convenient scheduling and a wide range
of course offerings, EU summer sessions are
a great way to Catch Up, Keep Up and Get Ahead.
Courses available in Art, Business, Criminal Justice,
Education, History, Math, Psychology and more
No application fee
Classes both on-campus and online

2017 SUMMER SESSION SCHEDULE
First Session: May 22 – June 8
Second Session: June 12 – July 13
Third Session: July 17 – August 16

REGISTER THROUGH S.C.O.T.S. AT
MY.EDINBORO.EDU, OR CALL 732-3501
/Edinboro

@Edinboro

@EdinboroU

The Oakland Raiders made a compelling
case Monday that their proposed relocation
to Las Vegas is back on track, revealing to
fellow NFL teams that Bank of America is
ready to finance the stadium they hope to
build.
Both the Raiders and Bank of America
delivered presentations to the NFL’s stadium
and finance committees at the league’s
three-day meetings in Palm Beach, Fla.
The Raiders’ presentation is scheduled to
continue Tuesday morning.
The reworked financing plan comes
five weeks after casino billionaire Sheldon
Adelson, whose family had originally
pledged $650 million toward the project,
announced that he would “no longer
be involved in any facet of the stadium
discussion” as the Raiders appeared to be
moving forward without him.
The next day, investment banking giant
Goldman Sachs also backed away from the
project.
That appeared to be a major setback
for the Raiders, who were hoping to put
the proposal to a vote of owners at the
annual league meetings in late March.
Consequently, the commitment by Bank of
America represents a significant comeback
both for the Raiders and for the NFL,
considering Nevada’s Legislature had greenlighted $750 million last fall for the project
by way of an increased hotel tax.
While replacing Goldman Sachs was

an important step in the process, it would
have been more surprising had the Raiders
shown up without a plan to keep moving
forward.
Under the new plan, that $750 million
would be augmented by about $500 million
from the Raiders (including a $200 million
NFL loan), and Bank of America would
provide a construction loan for the rest.
According to the Las Vegas Stadium
Authority, the estimated cost for the entire
project is $1.9 billion, including a $100
million practice facility and $100 million for
contingency expenses.
Asked to characterize what it means that
Bank of America stepped in so quickly to
assume the role as financier, NFL Executive
Vice President Eric Grubman, who for
years has spearheaded the league’s stadium
endeavors, said: “I think it represents the
fact that the bank already has a relationship
with the Raiders, and I think it suggests
confidence in the project.”
Although Bank of America would
provide a credit facility for the total cost of
the project, the Raiders would not need to
borrow all of it as they generate money from
personal-seat licenses, naming rights and
the like.
There almost certainly would be a
relocation fee assessed by the NFL. That
figure has not been determined, however,
though it is expected to be significantly less
than the Rams and Chargers are paying for
their move to Los Angeles. Each of those
teams is obligated to pay the league $65
million per year
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Men’s & women’s tennis continue winning way on weekend
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Photo: EU Sports Information

Roxana Yeh takes a swing in a recent match.

The men’s and women’s tennis
teams traveled to Erie’s Westwood
facility this past Friday for a match-up
against Roberts Wesleyan.
On the women’s side, all
competitors — Laura Lopez, Julia
Hellstern, Tatiana Batalla, Roxana
Yeh, Anastasiya Dasik and Jelena
Vucenovic — came away with
victories over their respective
opponents.
Roberts Wesleyan currently sits at
10-9 after the loss, while Edinboro
continued their undefeated record.
The same would happen on the
men’s side where competitors — Vitor
Albanese, Mauricio Santos, Daniel
Fernandez, Mateus Santos, Kevin
Mboko, and Kolja Hein — all won as

well. Up against a more active Roberts
Wesleyan team that has a 9-3 record,
the Scots still came away with a
convincing victory.
Both doubles teams for the men and
the women would win, shutting out
the Redhawks.
The men will have two matchups this coming week against Abbey
University and George Mason, while
the women are scheduled to face
Erskine Tuesday.
On the following Sunday, the men
would take on West Chester at 11 a.m.
The results? Another dominate win
for the Scots, who almost ran the table
for the second time on the weekend
until West Chester’s third doubles
team won 8-5 against Edinboro’s
Charlie Rushing and Aidan Henken.
Michael Lantinen can be reached at
sports.spectator@gmail.com.
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Mateus Santos waits for return.

Richard Pitino wins
coach of the year
By Marcus Fuller
Star Tribune

Photo: Tribune News Service

Left: Jamaal Charles (running back). Middle: Tony Romo (quarterback). Right: Adrian Peterson (running back).

NFL free agency looms as teams look to
make final additions before draft day
By Sam Farmer

Los Angeles Times
Attention NFL shoppers: The player
store will be opening soon, with free
agency starting this week.
The good news is, teams have more
money to spend. The salary cap has
increased to $167 million per team, a
bump of more than $12 million since
last year.
The bad news is, the shelves are pretty
picked over, and some of the dazzling
items that were previously advertised,
well, they’re not available anymore. Most
notably, Pittsburgh used its exclusive
franchise tag on running back Le’Veon
Bell, essentially guaranteeing the star
running back will play for the Steelers
next season.
Free agency begins Thursday at 4 p.m.
EST, but interested teams can begin
talking contract numbers Tuesday with
the representatives of players due to
become unrestricted free agents. For
a lot of teams, the focus is on keeping
the players they already have. That’s
the case, for instance, for the Miami
Dolphins and receiver Kenny Stills, who
is due to become a free agent.
“I hate free agency,” Dolphins coach
Adam Gase said. “You just want to get
your guys back. Kenny and myself have
a very close relationship. The worst
thing about the NFL is sometimes that
doesn’t matter. Sometimes the money
is what guys are looking for. Kenny,
obviously, he’d love to stay here, but
he’s going to stay for the right price and
what’s comfortable for him, and I don’t
think anybody would blame him for

that.”
Some teams have lots of money to
spend. Cleveland ($102 million of cap
space), San Francisco ($93 million)
and Jacksonville ($71 million) occupy
the top three spots on that list, but
those teams combined for six wins last
season, so they have plenty of holes to
fill. Meanwhile, the bargain hunters at
the bottom of the list, the Los Angeles
Chargers ($5 million), Kansas City ($4
million) and Dallas ($3 million), are
going to have to rely more on filling
needs through the draft.
It’s common for teams to overpay
for free agents, usually when there’s a
bidding war, and the ripple effects of
that can damage more than just the
wallet.
“You pay a guy a lot of money and
you plug him into the locker room, well,
the locker room is watching,” said Chris
Ballard, the Indianapolis Colts’ general
manager. “So to me, that guy has to be a
worker. He has to be a good teammate.
He has to earn that money, and earn it
right ... . That’s where my fear of free
agency comes in.”
There are some big-name players
available. Minnesota declined to pick up
the contract option on All-Pro running
back Adrian Peterson, and Kansas City
parted ways with Jamaal Charles, the
club’s all-time leading rusher. But both
of those players are in their early 30s,
old for the position, and are expected to
be quite expensive.
The New York Jets are going through
an extreme makeover, saying goodbye
to cornerback Darrelle Revis, receiver
Brandon Marshall, quarterback Ryan

Fitzpatrick and longtime center Nick
Mangold, who was at Disney World with
his family when he learned the team had
cut him loose after 11 seasons.
“I was hoping there was going to
be a negotiation of some sort to get
something worked out,” Mangold told
the New York Post. “But when you’re
told, ‘Hey, we’re cutting you, and good
luck,’ that really caught me off guard.”
Mangold, 33, is a victim of the
30-something purge, with teams opting
for younger and cheaper talent. Among
the aging stars available in this freeagent pool are defensive linemen Julius
Peppers (37), Vince Wilfork (36), Trent
Cole (34) and DeMarcus Ware (34), and
offensive linemen Andrew Whitworth
(35) and Jahri Evans (33).
Much of the off-season buzz
has surrounded a few high-profile
quarterbacks. Washington and Kirk
Cousins have not come to an agreement
on a long-term deal, although the team
reportedly has offered $20 million a
season. Dallas is still trying to figure out
what to do with Tony Romo, now that
Dak Prescott has made him expendable.
And New England will surely say
goodbye to Jimmy Garoppolo, Tom
Brady’s backup, if the right offer comes
along.
“It’s an ongoing process and a moving
puzzle where you’re trying to hang onto
your top players all the time, your core
players,” Seattle Seahawks GM John
Schneider said. “A lot of times when we
do those deals, there’s going to be some
tough decisions to be made. There are
going to be some guys that have to leave.
It’s just part of the game.”

After orchestrating the
biggest one-year turnaround
of any Division I program
this year, Gophers basketball
coach Richard Pitino was
named Big Ten Coach of
the Year, the conference
announced Monday on Big
Ten Network.
Northwestern’s Chris
Collins appeared to be the
biggest competition for
Pitino for the award.
Pitino, who is projected
to make his first NCAA
Tournament, has coached
the Gophers (23-8, 11-7)
to a school-record 15win improvement from
last season’s 8-23 record,
which included a 2-16
conference record. Collins’
team improved by just
one victory, going from
20-12 last season to 21-10
this year, including 10-8
in the conference. But the
Wildcats are one of the
biggest stories going into the
NCAA Tournament, as they
are expected to make their
first trip to the Big Dance in
program history.

Collins was recently
named a semifinalist for the
Naismith National Coach
of the Year award. Pitino
was a snub from a list that
included Louisville coach
Rick Pitino, his father.
Jim Dutcher, who led
the Gophers to their last
official Big Ten title in 1982,
won the program’s only
Big Ten Coach of the Year
award that season. Clem
Haskins also earned that top
coaching honor after leading
Minnesota to a conference
title in 1997, but that season
was vacated.
The Gophers saw their
longest Big Ten winning
streak since the 1996-97
season stopped at eight
straight games Sunday with
a 66-49 loss at Wisconsin.
But they still earned a No.
4 seed and double-bye to
play Friday in the Big Ten
tournament in Washington
D.C.
Additionally, Nate Mason
was named All-Big Ten first
team, Reggie Lynch was
the conference defensive
player of the year and Amir
Coffey was named to the
all-freshmen team.
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Head coach Richard Pitino gives orders to his team

ACC tournament preview: a rough road to a championship
By Ari Kramer
Newsday

For the first time, the ACC will hold its
conference tournament at Barclays Center. Here
is a rundown of what to watch for when action
begins Tuesday at noon.
THE FAVORITE
The advanced metrics suggest the gap
between No. 1 seed North Carolina, No. 4
Louisville and No. 6 Virginia is fairly small, but
the eye test returns the Tar Heels (26-6, 14-4)
as the clear favorite. This team won the ACC by
two games, has two of the country’s best players
in Justin Jackson and Joel Berry and boasts a
strong supporting cast.
CONTENDERS
No. 4 Louisville (24-7, 12-6): The Cardinals
have the size and athleticism to disrupt North
Carolina and just about anyone in the country.
If they can enforce their will defensively and on
the glass, the Cardinals will be tough to beat.

No. 5 Duke (23-8, 11-7): The Blue Devils
have lost three of their last four, but all three
were on the road. Duke tends to draw well in
New York City, so watch out for the No. 5 seed,
whose talent earned it the No. 1 preseason
ranking in the country.
No. 2 Florida State (24-7, 12-6): Could the
Seminoles lose to Virginia Tech or Wake Forest
in the quarterfinals? Sure, but they could also
ride their depth and talent to a championship.
They have won only six of their last 11, but all
five losses were on the road.
THE DARK HORSE
If you don’t want to be bold, go with No. 6
Virginia here. The Cavaliers (21-9, 11-7) are
No. 5 in Kenpom and No. 8 in Sagarin, so the
advanced metrics love Tony Bennett’s squad
despite the record. But if boldness is your style,
you could look really smart picking No. 10
Wake Forest to make a run.
The Demon Deacons (18-12, 9-9) have one
of the country’s best players in 6-10 John Col-

lins, who is surrounded by a solid supporting
cast replete with shooters.
TOP-HEAVY BRACKET
Here’s another reason to make Wake your
dark horse: The bottom of the bracket is the
softer side. In the top, you have North Carolina,
Louisville and Duke. Those three schools rank
in Kenpom’s top 15 and Sagarin’s top 10, ahead
of everyone but Virginia.
ARE 11 BIDS A POSSIBILITY?
Yes, the ACC has a chance to match the Big
East’s record of 11 bids, set in 2011. At this
point, North Carolina, Louisville, Florida State,
Duke, Virginia and Notre Dame are locks.
Miami and Virginia Tech should feel safe, too.
It will come down to Wake Forest, Syracuse
and Georgia Tech getting enough done or the
bubble teams around them falling on their faces
this week.
Wake Forest has the more traditional resume:
18-12, 28th in the RPI, 13th-toughest schedule
with a signature win over Louisville. Syracuse

and Georgia Tech are different.
Few teams have three wins better than the
Orange’s over Duke, Florida State and Virginia.
But Syracuse is 2-10 in road or neutral games,
with the two wins over ACC bottom feeders
N.C. State and Clemson. The Orange is also just
18-13, 10-8 with the 77th-best RPI, 61st-toughest schedule and losses to St. John’s, UConn,
Georgetown and Boston College. Beating Miami would help. Upsetting UNC would make
Syracuse a lock.
The NCAA selection committee has never
given a bid to a team with 15 or more losses,
and that’s where Georgia Tech (17-14, 8-10)
would be without an ACC championship. But
only nine other teams have four or more wins
over teams in the RPI top 25, and they’re all
safely in the field.
To have any chance of getting a bid, the
team with the 95th-best RPI and 59th-toughest
schedule probably needs to beat Pittsburgh and
Virginia.
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Intimidation and
America’s broken trust
The downfall of news as we know it
By Hannah McDonald
Voices Editor
Although at the time of print, there have
only been 68 days of 2017, it could easily be
considered the year of the media. It seems
weekly there’s a new entity speaking out
against news agencies, disparaging rumors
flying, or even a national leader saying that
the source from which the American people
find out what’s happening in their country is
publishing lies.
In the time of fake news, the recently
inaugurated president of the U.S. has done
the exact opposite of re-instilling trust in the
press. Repeatedly, reporters have been denied
access at events, causing many Americans to
lose faith in their long-loved news.
Since before the election, there has been
conversation of what news agencies have
the most integrity. All have a slight bias
of some kind, which can be caused by the
writers, organization leaders, or simply
what news is covered and how it is reported.
Donald Trump has been the head wind in
the movement to relinquish credibility from
media outlets.
It was on Jan. 11 that Trump first sharply
branded CNN with a label that would soon
be spread far and wide through the press
sphere. In a press conference, the soon-tobe-president refused to take a question from
CNN senior White House correspondent Jim
Acosta. After Acosta repeatedly asked for a
question, Trump responded: “No, not you,
not you, your news organization’s terrible,”
Trump said before concluding, “You are fake
news.”
Now elected, Donald Trump is not only
spreading his own biased information on
whom to trust, but also blocking entire
outlets at will. On Feb. 24, The White House
barred news outlets from attending a press
briefing with White House Press Secretary,
Sean Spicer.
CNN, The New York Times, The Los
Angeles Times and Politico were among the
outlets blocked from the off-camera event.
Sara Murray of CNN said on air, “We lined
up...and then when we went to enter, I was
blocked by a White House staffer.”
If this was a normal gaggle — the name
for a meeting of this nature — it would have
been a condensed pool of reporters, usually
one from each news outlet. The White House
chose to do it differently though.
“What The White House was doing was
handpicking the outlets they wanted for [the]
briefing,” continued Murray. “So Breitbart,
The Washington Times, The One America
News Network — news outlets that maybe
the White House feels are more favorable
were all allowed in.”
Not only are these specific events
unsettling, what they foreshadow is
even more daunting. For over 300 years,
newspapers have been published in the
U.S. to bring current events and knowledge
to the people. This began with Publick
Occurrences, the first newspaper published
in Boston in September 1690.
It was the thirst of the colonists for free
speech that helped the news industry bloom,
and for the centuries after it, flourish in this
country.
Freedom of speech, under the first
amendment, is part of the foundation of
the U.S. It is also the parent to freedom of
the press, which has dire importance in
this nation. It is even protected under the
First Amendment of the Constitution. The
amendment was written and is used to
prevent the government from withholding
news and interfering with the distribution of
information amongst or to the people.
The amendment is in place and has

been for hundreds of years, but now our
own leaders are threatening the freedom
that is denotes. It is not uncommon for a
government to clash with the journalistic
world, but the actions of the Trump
administration are unprecedented.
“Nothing like this has ever happened
at the White House in our long history
of covering multiple administrations of
different parties,” Dean Baquet, executive
editor of The New York Times, wrote.
In an effort to intimidate and block news
outlets, the White House will be creating an
even larger monster than they could ever
imagine.
As of now, the majority of news sources
that have been barred from the press
briefings and White House have similar
political views. They tend to be from the
middle and left of the political spectrum. The
outlets that have not been blocked have a
history of agreeing with the administration’s
political views in their reports more than the
blocked ones.
Those who do not agree with a point being
made tend to be the ones to look deeper into
it, in an effort to find the truth of a situation.
This is how it has always gone and why
different news sources can have completely
different stories made from the same event.
By looking at the situation and connecting
the dots, one could easily draw the
hypothesis that the White House is blocking
news sources that hold opposition to the
administration because they do not want
them digging around too much. With
investigation comes the risk of information
not meant for the public to be uncovered.
Not only are the blocked news outlets in
a bad situation, the ones still holding press
invitations are as well. Their options of
how and what they should report are being
limited. If they investigate too much, or
report the information considered “wrong”
in the eyes of the administration, they will
also be barred from press rooms.
Donald Trump claims that media is “the
enemy of the American people,” but he is
building the enemy. The original plan to
brand opposing news as “fake” was a smart
one. By telling them that the only truth being
shared was the opinions that walked hand
in hand with the Trump administration,
he started the crumbling of the trust of the
people.
But now, even those sources are cornered.
To save themselves they will be forced
to publish what they are told to by the
government and publish what they think
will keep them safe in the flurry of fire upon
media outlets.
To save themselves from being called “fake
news,” they will actually become it. In time,
they will only share what they hear from the
higher up and no longer report what they
see.
This shift in the news industry not only
dictates an attack on freedom of the press
but a shift in power from the people. Unless
something changes, it will not be long until
Americans have nothing but an abstract and
biased view of what is actually happening in
their government. And if they do not know
what is really happening, how can they see
injustice and fix it?
The path this administration is going
down is one that is dark with many
undemocratic brambles. To get through it,
they seem to have made peace with the fact
that they will need to push the citizens aside.
Hannah McDonald can be reached at voices.
spectator@gmail.com.
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This is the time for
journalism’s rebirth
Collegiate journalists, the future of the field
By Roman Sabella
Staff Writer

In the volatile world we live in, where our very own presidential administration
suppresses news organizations from attending their press briefings, there is something
horribly wrong in the works.
While the argument can be made that it is entirely the fault of the government, as such
cases of media suppression may call to mind examples of dictatorships of past and present,
there is fault on both sides.
What we are seeing today is a movement towards more and more biased news sources,
both on the right, examples being Breitbart and InfoWars, and the left, such as The
Huffington Post and Buzzfeed.
This kind of blatant bias, which is only exacerbated by the baseless, self-indulging
rhetoric of President Trump heavily favors organizations like Fox News who act as his
personal cheerleaders, does little more than decrease validity and increase the use of
opinion as fact when it shouldn’t be stated unless inquired about and never in a nonopinion section of print.
With the massive move towards online digital content, we are seeing a massive avantgarde movement in the field of journalism that has caused the field to flourish nationwide,
recalling times such as post-Watergate and the early beginnings of muckraker journalism.
Anyone with a computer can now research, make a short write-up and deposit it onto
the internet using sites like The Odyssey Online and Elite Daily. These sites tend to be
geared towards the types of people who want something that looks valid and will help
them win an internet argument, versus being factually correct and not merely adding fluff
onto the proverbial opinion sandwich they insist on forcing on everyone.
So how can the U.S. gain trust in its media again? Well that answer should be simple but
it’s not when one has an uncontrollable child who insists on pushing the media’s buttons
and then getting angry when they bite back.
One thing we can do however is to stop using sources that merely confirm our
preconceived opinion and instead challenge ourselves with new information that is
gathered across multiple news media outlets.
News is meant to be a place for factual information to be spread to the masses, which
should be the goal of any aspiring journalist, because no matter what, the truth is the
truth. Learning to separate bias is not an easy task though, especially when sensationalism
sells far better than dry, factual news pieces.
The best news is the kind that is only sensationalized when the story itself is naturally
sensational. Adding underlying emotions may gain more readers or viewers, but it will
also show very quickly what the beginning, middle and end of your other content will be.
To regain legitimacy among the majority of Americans, the media must return to the
stomping grounds of early, old school muckraking journalism, which strives to release
everything it could on whatever topics the people wanted to know more on, but did so in a
way that drew very few legitimate claims of “fake news,” if you will.
College journalists are the future of the field and sadly we are going into a field that
has been slowly losing public favor. If we, as future journalists, fight together for accurate
and unbiased news, we can change this around and become the media that people fear
not because of possible libel, but instead because we are the microscope that analyzes the
country and world with molecular accuracy.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Invitation
declination at a
time of trial
By Shayma Musa
Staff Writer

This time last year the American public was scoffing
at the pageantry that is the White House Correspondents
Dinner.
In the past, the traditional event, which started in
1921, has been an occasion for members of the press and
Washington insiders to rub shoulders in a politically
discharged environment. It’s the only known stage that the
president of one of the most powerful nations on earth
climbs willingly to have himself embarrassed in front of the
entire country.
Comedian David Litt, in a piece published in The New
York Times, even suggests that American democracy
demands that our president is willing to poke fun at
himself.
The dinner drew fire in recent years as the event became
more about who was coming than about upholding an
institution that represented the relationship between the
press corps and Washington. Further criticism focused on
the juxtaposition presented by politicians who, normally
were not media friendly, attending an event that is all about
cooperation between the press and government officials.
However, this year, a year in which so many Americans
feel that their vote was unheard, the White House
Correspondents dinner was a beacon of hope that our
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president Donald Trump will for once put aside politics,
climb a stage and willingly allow himself to be ripped to
pieces in front of millions of Americans.
Then Trump announced that he would not be attending.
There has arguably been no time in American history
that the American people need the president to stand
before them and humble himself. Trump is perhaps one of
the most unlikable presidents the country has ever seen.
Everything he says starts a new fire and his very presence
in the White House has millions of families fearing that
they will be pulled apart by the policies that he has spoken
time and time again about putting in place.
From Alec Baldwin’s legendary Donald Trump
impression, to John Oliver’s sarcastic quips about the
Trump (or Drumpf) humor, comedy has been a major
catalyst in driving Trump’s popularity straight into the
ground. And for a man that can’t seem to say the right
thing, maybe humor can be a way to build bridges.
So much of the controversies that Trump sparks are a
direct result of his inability to take a joke. Maybe that
creepy factor that Trump has — the one that even children
recognize — might be elevated if he allowed himself to be
embarrassed a little. Maybe Litt is right and democracy and
self-deprecating humor are, in some mysterious way, joined
together.
But that’s the dream while the reality is that Trump
carries himself like a vain peacock. And every time
someone pokes fun at him he stretches out his long neck
and pecks at them. This is a tendency that throughout his
long history as a businessman, time on the campaign trail
and now as president of the United States has been largely
targeted at the press. Trump’s refusal to attend the White
House Correspondents dinner is yet another immature
move in the war between Trump and the press.
This is a disturbing move considering that public distrust
in the press is at an all-time low. The Gallup poll found

Widespread tattoo mania
By JoAllie Pulachak
Staff Writer
Tattoos are becoming more
widespread throughout America,
particularly on college campuses —
roughly 23 percent of college students
have at least one tattoo. It is a known
practice for young adults to get a
tattoo during their college years as it
showcases the pivotal point of freedom
and self-awakening one feels during this
time. However, many older individuals
tend to chastise this behavior because
they believe it is irresponsible to make
the decision to permanently etch
your body at only 20 years old. Also,
back in their day, tattoos had a much
more prominent and negative stigma
compared to today. Regardless, of what
these elders may say or how they react,
this does not stop young undergrads
from hitting up the tattoo parlor: myself
included. So what is it about tattoos
that have so many of us spellbound and
itching for more?

A big part of the appeal and a vital
question to think about before getting
a tattoo is location. Deciding where to
forever have an image or quote on your
body is just as important as the art itself.
Whether you put in on your arm, inner
arm, thigh, chest, back, back of leg, calf,
etc. it all stems back to your individual
identity. This greatly intrigues us
humans because we are always looking
for ways to stand out and deviate from
the norm. We yearn to look different
from others because we all want to be
a special snowflake, separate from the
rest. The sense of self, established from
individuality, correlates with our own
worth and plays a large role in who we
see ourselves as and others. The location
of a person’s tattoo tells others who they
are and what they stand for without
saying a word.
Similarly, a majority of students
who get tattoos during their college
years do so with great purpose and
meaning. There is the cliché stereotype
that people get regrettable tattoos in
college during a drunken haze and a

last minute choice; however, I would
argue that many young adults have
planned to get their tattoo and are now
at the age where they can. This was
the case with my tattoo. I strategically
planned and thought about my grim
reaper tattoo for over two years before
placing it on my chest. I did so with
such intent and purpose that it doesn’t
bother me when others give me the side
eye, because it holds such meaning to
me that a bystander cannot grasp by
mere sight. To be able to visibly display
an event, person, memory or script on
your body and show that to the world
not only allows you to connect to your
true self but also engages those around
you. My very untraditional tattoo has
a story to tell, one that I want to share
with others, and it gives me the capacity
to do just that when people ask what my
tattoo means. Therefore, I am pleased
to see more young adults participating
in tattoos because I believe it connects
us inwardly towards one another and
truly allows us to see each other’s pure
qualities and self on the outside body.
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Tattoo artist in University City, Missouri. does a tattoo consultation with a customer and helps plan her piece.

that only 32 percent say they have “a great deal” of trust in
the American media.
The correspondents dinner is an extravagant way of
telling the American people that despite their heated
exchanges and biting criticism of each other, the press
and Washington are united in their upholding of the first
amendment.
However, the president’s decision not to attend the
dinner, paired with the blatant disregard that the Trump
administration treats the media with, is a signal to the
press corps and the American people that all is in fact not
good.
In his address to congress, Trump said that he wanted
to unite the country. And if he is truly remorseful for all
the misdeeds of his past he will stand before this country
humbled, smile tight on, his face as the insults fly.

Photo: Tribune News Service

The podium donned with the presidential seal in D.C.

Actions speak louder
than words
By The Miami Herald

Did President Trump make
the sale, or sell America a bill
of goods Tuesday night? Both.
Like those of his
predecessors, Trump’s first
speech to a Congress had
something for everyone.
He lifted heavily from the
Republican playbook: Free
trade. Tax cuts. Strong
defense. National security.
School choice. Deregulation.
Repeal and replace. Law and
order.
Then, he veered far off
course: Paid family leave drew
gasps from both sides of the
aisle. Affordable childcare.
Investing in women’s health.
Clean air. Clear water. And,
get this, “Find common
ground to advance the
common good.”
This from the man for
whom creating divisions was
a successful political strategy.
If Trump’s speech was the
final realization that he is
the U.S. president, not the
Ugly American in Chief, then
more power to him. If it was
a cynical attempt to play the
American people for fools,
then we will have to watch,
closely, what he does, not
what he says.
He kicked off his speech
with a nod to Black History
Month and the work that
needs to done. Not sure what
he meant here. Then again,
he spoke at some length, and
more authentically than he
did during the campaign,
about the soul-killing scourge
of violent crime in inner
cities, a topic the Democrats
ceded ages ago, to their
shame.

Trump’s vision was long
and wide. The depth will be
determined by Congress.
President Trump said
he will launch a $1 trillion
investment effort to rebuild
the country’s infrastructure
and create 1 million new
jobs to overhaul the country
roads and bridges – and also
overhaul our health and
education systems.
He spoke of breaking the
cycles of poverty and violence.
And to the shock of some
in the audience announced
the creation of an agency for
victims of crimes committed
by illegal immigrants.
But when it’s time for the
rubber to meet the road, how
much will Congress agree to
pony up?
Republicans there are
already backing off of the
repeal of the Affordable Care
Act – Obamacare. Those who
had the nerve to show up at
town hall meetings during the
recess got an earful from their
constituents, who actually like
the program, warts and all.
And with all the tax cuts for
business and the middle class,
where the money comes from
for these initiatives needs to
be carefully vetted.
Trump needed to make
friends, unite, inspire, attract,
not repel, but reach out to the
other side. The White House
promised Trump’s tone on
Tuesday would be upbeat.
And given the black storm
clouds that hovered over
Trump’s inauguration speech,
it was — subdued and, yes,
presidential.
But the president is an
actor, too. Watch what he
does, not what he says.

Trump push-back likely another cover up
By Albert R. Hunt
Bloomberg View
Here are two cardinal Washington
rules. When a politician declares
that something is “much ado about
nothing,” it’s about something. And
when politicians lie, it’s because
they’re trying to hide something.
This brings us to the Trump-Russia
connection, which President Donald
Trump charges has been distorted by
“fake news” manipulators conducting
a political witch hunt. It’s neither; it’s
raised serious issues that will cast a
shadow over his presidency for the
foreseeable future.
“If there is nothing there, nothing
to hide, you open the doors and
invite them in,” says John Dean, of
Watergate fame. “When you start
seeing a big pushback and blaming
it all on the media, you know there’s
something there.”
Dean, who has followed TrumpRussia revelations closely, brings
unique insight. He was President
Richard Nixon’s White House

counsel as the Watergate scandal
began to break in 1973 and he
helped mastermind the cover-up that
ultimately brought Nixon down. He
later pleaded guilty to obstructing
justice and was a witness against
some of the Nixon aides who were
convicted in federal conspiracy trials.
Dean and other Watergate veterans
have a familiar feeling watching the
Trump White House dissembling,
enlisting accommodating
Republicans to knock down credible
stories and reacting to a drip, drip,
drip of revelations.
Last week came more reports of
contacts between Russian officials
and Trump backers, along with
the news that Attorney General
Jeff Sessions met privately with the
Russian ambassador in September
and denied it during his confirmation
hearing. Thus Sessions became the
third Trump insider to be caught in
evasions about Russia connections,
after former National Security
Adviser Michael Flynn and campaign
foreign-policy adviser Carter Page.

On Thursday, Sessions removed
himself from any investigation of
charges that Russia tried to sway the
presidential election.
When Dean heard Republican
Intelligence Committee Chair Devin
Nunes declare recently that there’s
“no evidence” of wrongdoing, he says
he thought of Hugh Scott. Scott was
the Senate Republican leader who in
1973 repeatedly said he’d spoken to
the White House and concluded that
Watergate was much ado about little.
U.S. intelligence agencies have
already concluded that Russians were
behind the hacking of emails from
accounts of the Democratic National
Committee and Hillary Clinton’s
campaign chairman, John Podesta
and that Russia gave the emails to
WikiLeaks for dissemination of
embarrassing particulars. In a public
report, the intelligence agencies
concluded that President Vladimir
Putin directed the “influence
campaign” to help Trump.
That much is already clear. What’s
at issue is whether this was done in

collusion with Trump operatives,
something that might raise questions
about criminality and the validity
of the election result. Trump and
his team vehemently deny this.
Numerous news reports, citing
intelligence sources, say there’s clear
proof of multiple contacts though not
of active coordination.
In contrast to ham-handed past
episodes of Russian cyber hacking,
last year’s interventions showed
a nuanced understanding of U.S.
politics. An example: On the eve of
the Democratic National Convention
in July, leaks surfaced showing
that the party chair tried to tilt the
nominating process against the
insurgent challenger, Sen. Bernie
Sanders, infuriating his followers. The
timing was exquisite and the impact
strong.
Then there’s Oct. 7. That was the
day that 17 U.S. intelligence agencies
released a joint statement saying that
the Russian government directed
the theft of emails connected to the
election. It was also the day when a

videotape appeared in which Trump
was caught making coarse boasts
about groping women.
WikiLeaks, which usually released
its material during morning hours,
made an exception that day by
posting private remarks that Clinton
once made to Goldman Sachs
executives just a few hours after the
lewd video emerged.
Political pressure to investigate the
connections is building. Republican
lawmakers were pressed during
the congressional recess last month
to pursue formal probes. There’s a
chance that the Senate Intelligence
Committee will do so because of
prodding by the senior committee
Democrat, Mark Warner of Virginia,
and a few Republicans led by John
McCain of Arizona.
“These investigations need
something to feed it,” Dean said.” The
press can’t crack this by itself, but if
there are real investigations, there will
be leaks.”
Trump, he added, “is right on this:
his problem is leaks.”
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New technology flourishes in an old industry
By Paresh Dave and David Pierson
Los Angeles Times

Think about the last time your air conditioner failed you. You
didn’t go to Home Depot and walk out with a compressor on
your cart. The heart of the AC business is the contractor, waiting
for your call, serving people all day who might melt if their unit
is not fixed or at least feel like they will. The traditional HVAC
business-speak for heating, ventilation and air conditioning
industry is ripe for technology transformation not to eliminate
the contractor but to help him do his job more efficiently. Greater
efficiency translates to more repairs accomplished, more products
sold and more profits.
For Miami-based Watsco, that’s the goal. For the past three
decades, the publicly traded Watsco was on a nationwide
buying spree, scooping up distributors of air-conditioning and
heating equipment and related parts and supplies to become
the dominant player in the U.S. Now the company is seeking
to transform its industry with technology that can increase
efficiency and mine new revenue streams. To do so, the company
has invested tens of millions developing new technology
platforms and applications. The opportunity is large because the
HVAC industry is very fragmented.
While Watsco’s sales are $4.2 billion about four times the
revenue of its largest competitor it has just 15 percent of
the market, said Senior Vice President Barry Logan. “Our
competition is much smaller, much different, much more local,”
he said. The company has started an incubator to turn ideas into
mobile apps that help the contractor Watsco’s customer parse
real-time data to speed his processes, leaving more time to do
more jobs. And that helps Watsco sell more of the hundreds of
thousands of products its distributors carry. To facilitate those
sales, Watsco has developed a robust e-commerce platform for
all its products. It’s building, partnering with and investing in
startups, inside and outside the company, that develop solutions
that can help Watsco’s business units or provide new revenue
streams. And Watsco has built or integrated new technologies to
make every part of Watsco’s massive supply chain more efficient,
down to how the warehouses are stocked and truck routes are
planned. In the process, Watsco has gone on a hiring spree,
becoming a large employer of top tech talent in the Miami area,
one of the missing ingredients as the region attempts to build a
robust tech ecosystem.
Five years ago, Watsco’s tech team was 60 people; now it is 175,
and growing. In announcing record year and quarterly earnings
last month, Chairman and CEO Albert H. Nahmad talked
about Watsco’s technology strategy during a conference call
with analysts. “There is a great deal more to do and accomplish,
but we are excited about our progress so far.... For us, it is not
only an offensive play but it is a defensive play to develop this
technology.” “We are transforming this old school business in
this old school industry,” A.J. Nahmad, president of Watsco and
Albert’s son, said in a recent interview with the Miami Herald.
“We are in the very early innings still, but we think we can do
it better and faster and out-compete anybody now and we are
looking for lots of great people to help us do this at all levels.”
To do so, this conventional corporation is embracing a startup
culture.
“A lot of young people who want to work in startups only
think about the path of joining a new startup. But if you want to
be part of a startup culture and build new products and disrupt,
then corporations are an alternative,” said Ivan Rapin-Smith,
managing director of Watsco Ventures and an engineer who
has spent his entire career founding, accelerating or investing in
startups.
“Corporations embracing the startup way of doing innovation
is a very strong recent trend. Like Watsco, corporations across the
world are opening innovation labs or starting funding arms or
incubators or a combination of different initiatives. And I think
this will be happening more and more, and that is a good thing.”
To be sure, Watsco had been very successful being traditional,
producing a 21 percent compounded annual total shareholder
return over the last 25 years. But while he was in business school
reading company case studies, A.J. Nahmad began thinking
about how tech could take his father’s company even further.
“What I saw at the foundation of all these great processes
and technologies of all these great companies was data _ clean,
well-organized data to make decisions across the entire universe
of the company.” About six years ago, Watsco began its digital
move. One of the first steps was creating a better way to see, track

and analyze data in real time on any device anywhere around the
world, said A.J. Nahmad, who is leading the digital strategy.
“About 1,500 to 1,600 people every day in the company are
accessing that data, slicing and dicing different views, seeing
reports, setting up alerts. Business leaders can see trends and
patterns and ultimately opportunities to make business decisions
to change behaviors so they can make more money in the
marketplace. That can affect every part of the marketplace.”
Today Watsco has an entire data analytics team, directed by Chief
Technology Officer Steven Rupp, who was hired six years ago to
help guide the tech transformation.
Watsco is also building a business-to-business e-commerce
platform to ease the buying process for its customers the
contractors, who live in their trucks, job to job. “They are the
definition of time-is-money,” Nahmad said.
“Today with our apps, the contractor can see the model you
have, all the literature ever written about that unit, see if parts
are in stock and where. He can, with one click, place an order
through his own account, and by the time he gets to the store,
the product can be picked up in an express lane. Out of there
in 30 seconds, rather than 30 minutes. He’s happy, we’re happy,”
Nahmad said.
“If he can do three jobs rather than two jobs a day, that is a
win for everybody.” Watsco now has an application that manages
all product information for 500,000 products it sells a product
line that likely will grow to 1 million in the next couple of years,
said the executives. The app includes information on product
availability, components, accessories, substitute items and
recommendations. The company also now has tools to optimize
its supply chain for parts and equipment and by all measures that
is massive: 565 warehouses across the country with 13 million
square feet, fulfilling 7 million customer orders a year.
“Historically we turn (inventory) four times. If you turn it five
times, you unlock $150 million in free cash flow, big numbers,”
Nahmad said. “Now we have a piece of software that brings
real math and science and algorithms and predictive analytics
to how much of what items we should buy so we have the right
amount at the right place at the right time.” Another digital
transformation involves the warehouses themselves: How they
should be laid out, racked and stacked to minimize footsteps,
limit pick times and ultimately reduce warehouse real estate.
And to keep these innovations coming and to build new
revenue streams for the company Watsco two years ago
plucked some top talent from the startup ecosystem. “Not
in a million years did I ever think I would be working for an
HVAC company,” said Rapin-Smith, who most recently ran an
accelerator program for tech startups. “But A.J. and the team here
really embrace innovation and digital transformation. Watsco
has a true strategic commitment to innovation and a long-term
vision.”
On the eighth floor of Watsco headquarters, the Watsco
Ventures division is incubating a handful of internal startups.
Each has a team including software developers, designers,
customer support and business expertise. “We are very open to
experimenting with new startups. We don’t say, ‘Oh that is too
risky,’” Rapin-Smith said.
For example, OnCall Air, launched in the fourth quarter of
2016, helps contractors generate proposals. With a professional
look and feel, it can quickly create multiple proposals, with addons, accessories, warranties and financing options embedded into
the proposals.
“It’s helping our customers sell more so they can buy more
and everybody wins,” A.J. Nahmad said. Another startup is
Rev, a sales app for business intelligence that Watsco is building
with a partner. Developers used gaming techniques to make the
app engaging and easy to use. From it, the 1,000 salespeople at
Watsco receive relevant data about their accounts, such as what
their customers are buying and not buying and where there are
opportunities to sell them more, Nahmad said.
“At the same time, it pits them all against each other in a
fantasy sports-like competition, so it is gamification of the sales
force. They love it because if you aren’t a competitive salesperson,
you probably shouldn’t be in sales.”
As the team built the app, Watsco realized that the technology
could be useful to any company with a large sales force. Its
partner is now selling the app to other types of companies,
creating a new revenue stream for both parties. One of Watsco
Venture’s startup partnerships is San Diego-based HouseCall, a
mobile-first approach that helps consumers find and book service
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From left, Ben Feight, Yandi Quesada, Gerson Ramos, Ivan
Rapin-Smith,and Kat Markava of Watsco Ventures are
photographed at the company’s headquarters on Feb. 14 in
Coconut Grove, Florida.

professionals. It also enables contractors to capture incoming
calls, dispatch technicians and create invoices.
Another is SBE, a technology-aided approach to business
training and coaching that Watsco can offer exclusively to
its customers. ComfortUp.com is an e-commerce tool for
consumers as well as rural contractors, and Watsco Ventures
is also exploring internet of things initiatives, Rapin-Smith
said. “Anytime we see an opportunity that is a problem worth
solving and could add value to a contractor or to a consumer or
a manufacturer, we always think, what’s the best strategy? Do we
build it ourselves, do we invest, do we partner?”
Watsco’s corporate technology strategy is already showing
results. In its recent earnings call with analysts, Watsco
highlighted progress made in 2016, including: Weekly users of
Watsco’s e-commerce apps grew by 220 percent last year, while
online transactions grew by 127 percent. Line items per order
grew 28 percent when the apps were used.
More than 1,500 internal users are now using its Business
Intelligence platform, up 12 percent, and the average number of
BI queries per day increased 31 percent per user. Sales people
using BI had seven times better sales performance, and store
managers had five times better performance vs. non-users, the
company said. Because of warehousing efficiencies, the company
reduced its needs by 500,000 square feet in 2016.
The company made dramatic improvements in inventory
turnover at locations that have fully adopted the technologies.
Over the past three years, as Watsco’s tech strategy has moved
from research to execution, the company has invested about $50
million on “development, execution, adoption and spreading the
word to 88,000 customers and 5,000 employees,” Logan said. Its
tech spending is currently running about $23 million annually,
he said. Financial and industry analysts are taking note. David
Manthey, senior research analyst with Baird Equity Research,
attended an investor conference about Watsco’s tech strategy in
December, where Watsco highlighted benefits of its initiatives.
“We came away with increased confidence that these initiatives
will help solidify the company’s distant No. 1 position,” Manthey
said.
His firm rates the stock as an “outperform.” Zacks Equity
Research recently reported: “Watsco is actively transforming its
business into the digital age by investing in innovative platforms
for mobile apps, eCommerce, business intelligence and supply
chain optimization. The company’s strategic goals will help to
further reinforce its leadership position, accelerate sales and
profit growth, increase the speed and convenience of customer
service. It will also extend its reach to new geographies and sales
channels.”
Zacks currently rates the stock a “hold.” The big goal: widescale
adoption within its business units and with customers. “Today
we are a $4.2 billion company with 8 percent margins and we
talk about being $10 billion with 15 percent margins,” said A.J.
Nahmad.
“We have an insatiable appetite for growth.” But the strategy is
for the long term. “If we didn’t do what we are doing, there is the
threat someone could come and do it to us. So we are disrupting
ourselves before somebody else does it to us,” he said.

Snapchat goes to public
How to fix Windows 7 and
trade, now worth $24 billion recover lost data
By Paresh Dave

Los Angeles Times
The company known for its Snapchat
messaging app generated the largest initial
public offering in Southern California history
on Wednesday, raising at least $3.4 billion while
valuing the firm at $23.8 billion.
Snap Inc.’s IPO is the most lucrative in the
U.S. since online shopping company Alibaba
raised $22 billion in 2014 and the biggest for
a tech company since Facebook’s $16 billion
haul in 2012. Facebook and Visa are the only
California companies that brought in more cash
than Snap through an IPO, according to FactSet
data.
Mutual funds, pension offices and other
investors paid $17 per share to be the first to
hold Snap stock when it begins trading on the
New York Stock Exchange early Thursday under
the symbol SNAP.
The company contemplated higher prices
after receiving 10 times the demand as shares
being offered, according to a source familiar
with the deal not authorized to comment on
private discussions. Starting slightly lower could
ensure that prices climb in Thursday’s trading
because strong first-day increases are often
viewed as a positive sign. And a lower price
helped court preferred investors — ones likely
to hold onto shares for longer terms.
Snap’s IPO has spurred great interest because
few tech companies went public last year amid
a shaky market, and none have debuted on the
stock market this year. It’s also the first to go
public among a class of companies, including
Uber, Airbnb and Pinterest, that have been
valued at more than $10 billion while still

privately held.
Snap doesn’t generate profit, and it has
warned that Snapchat user growth and ad
revenue could be unsteady. Facebook, Apple,
Google and other tech giants represent
formidable competition.
But in marketing the company’s stock, Snap
has positioned Chief Executive Evan Spiegel
as a visionary with captivating and bankable
ideas for augmenting how cameras work both in
terms of hardware and software.
“The revenue models are at the very, very
beginning, and it looks like they are long
way from profitability,” said Rob Sanderson,
who analyzes tech stocks for MKM Partners.
“Advertisers are optimistic about the potential
of Snapchat, which has 158 million daily users,
most of them in their teens or early adulthood
There’s “encouraging early activity, and the
demographic Snapchat serves is a high priority
for advertisers,” Sanderson said.
Snap will get about $2.5 billion in cash
from the IPO, with much of it going toward
bolstering its 2,000-employee workforce and
experimenting with new technology. The
company would receive an additional $260
million if its bankers exercise an option in the
next 30 days to purchase extra shares at the IPO
price.
The rest of money will go to Spiegel, his
co-founder Bobby Murphy and venture capital
firms that invested in Snap over the last six years
since its founding out of a Stanford University
dorm in 2011.
Spiegel, a Los Angeles native, and Murphy,
who grew up near Berkeley, together will have
the greatest ownership and voting power in the
company.

By Steve Alexander

Star Tribune (Minneapolis)
Q: In January, I upgraded my Dell Windows
7 laptop to the “assistive technologies” version
of Windows 10, which is designed for people
with disabilities. After five days, I decided that
I preferred Windows 7 and tried to revert to it.
However, Windows 7 failed to start and I got
the message: “A required device isn’t connected
or can’t be accessed; Status: 0xc000000f.” It also
said I could insert the Windows 7 installation
disk to proceed.
But I don’t have a Windows 7 disk. I didn’t
get one with the PC, I never made one and Dell
says my five-year-old PC no longer qualifies to
download a copy of Windows 7. Can I make a
Windows 7 backup disk on my desktop PC that
I can use on the laptop?
—Larry Salzman, Minneapolis
A: When downgrading goes awry, there are
some free ways to fix the problem. For you, the
easiest method is to use your desktop Windows
7 PC to create a “system repair disk,” then use
the disk to fix Windows 7 on your laptop.
(Why not just create a Windows 7
installation disk with your desktop PC, then
reinstall Windows 7 on the laptop? Because
Microsoft makes it difficult to copy Windows
from one PC to another.)
To create the system repair disk, click the
Start button on the desktop PC, choose Control
Panel and click “system and security.” Then click
“backup and restore.” On the next screen, click
“create a system repair disk.” The repair data is
then copied to a blank CD or DVD disk.
Put that disk in the laptop’s CD or DVD drive
and restart the PC. If necessary, press any key
on the keyboard to make the PC boot up from

the system repair disk. When prompted, choose
your language setting and click Next. Then
select “start-up repair” and click Next.
If the repair process doesn’t work, use
your desktop PC to download a free copy of
Windows 7 from Microsoft and store it on
a USB flash drive or a DVD disk. To do that
you’ll need the Windows “product key,” a code
that came with your laptop (see tinyurl.com/
q7p2g7e). Note that this will be a “clean install”
of Windows 7 that will erase everything on your
laptop.
Q: Before my Windows 7 PC crashed, I had
backed up my data to an external hard drive.
But now I can’t transfer those files to my new
Windows 10 PC. All the backup file names end
in “. wim,” and I don’t have a program that will
open them. What can I do?
—Ted Richert, Miami Shores, Fla.
A: Your files are accessible. The problem is
that you’ve used the wrong backup process.
Instead of backing up just your individual files,
you’ve created a “system image” of the entire
Windows 7 hard disk. That image (. wim stands
for stands for Windows Imaging Format)
contains not just your personal files, but the
Windows 7 operating system and all your PC
programs.
That’s useful if you’d needed to completely
restore the hard drive on your Windows 7 PC.
But it can’t be used on a different computer. So,
the only way to retrieve your data is to open
the. wim files and copy the personal data that’s
currently locked inside.
To open the files, download the free program
“Easy 7-Zip” at tinyurl.com/h5wk9bp. Then go
to tinyurl.com/jsr9wzz and read the directions
under “Open/Extract WIM File on Windows.”
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Europe closes doors to migrants; hundreds stranded
By Shashank Bengali
Los Angeles Times

BELGRADE, Serbia – He was, by his account, the go-to
shopkeeper for U.S. troops at a small outpost in northern
Afghanistan, stocking appliances, construction materials, the
latest headphones and an endless supply of Monster energy
drinks.
Then the base closed, the Americans departed and Taliban
threats against his life began.
Now Tariq Stanikzay sleeps alongside six other Afghan men in
a freezing metal shed behind the main train station in Belgrade,
the Serbian capital, with blankets and strips of cardboard pressed
against the walls for insulation.
Hundreds of Afghans, Pakistanis, Syrians and others huddle
here in abandoned warehouses and sheds that run along the
tracks of the 19th-century depot, burning donated firewood,
old boxes and strips of tires during a winter when nighttime
temperatures have touched zero degrees.
This is where their flight from poverty and violence has ended,
at least for now: at the doorstep to a Europe that is trying to shut
the door on migrants.
Dark smoke from the fires stings their eyes and throats, then
puffs through cracked windowpanes into the gray sky. Men step
across rivers of trash and wash themselves from public taps,
yelping as the cold water hits their shivering skin.
At night they boil pots of tea and huddle around the flames,
young faces creased with the worry that their dreams of reaching
Europe have grown more elusive than ever.
"I feel that I'm very unlucky," said the 25-year-old Stanikzay,
who left Afghanistan last fall after the U.S. rejected his asylum
application, according to emails he provided to the Los Angeles
Times.
"Before, the way to Europe was easier. I have so many friends
who made it to Britain and Germany. But as soon as I started on
this journey, everything closed."
The Balkan nation of Serbia was once a brief stop along the
overland route to Western Europe. In 2015, approximately
800,000 refugees and migrants passed through the country,
according to government figures. Those numbers have plunged
since last March as Europe tried to close the so-called Balkan
route and Serbia's EU neighbors erected razor-wire fences and
employed harsh police tactics along their borders.
But smugglers continue to use the route, bringing 100,000
migrants through Serbia over the past 12 months, the
government estimates. Here they are often stranded for months,
making multiple attempts to continue into the next country.
Stanikzay has tried six times to sneak over the border into
the European Union countries of Hungary, Croatia or Romania,
continuing a journey that he hopes will end with asylum in
Britain. Each time, he has been stopped by baton-wielding
security forces and guard dogs and sent back, returning to this
squalid migrant camp in the shadow of the train station.
Doctors Without Borders has set up medical tents, and local
charities distribute basics such as bread and toilet paper. The
grim conditions have drawn comparisons to "the Jungle," the
sprawling migrant camp in Calais that French authorities cleared
last fall.
"I'd like someone to explain to me how people can be living in
these circumstances on the world's richest continent," said Lydia
Gall, Eastern Europe researcher for Human Rights Watch.
Stanikzay initially slept on the cold concrete inside the

Photo: Shashank Bengali/Tribune News Service

Hundreds of migrants are now staying in abandoned warehouses, sheds, or worse due to Europe’s new restricted entrance.
warehouses but left after a lice outbreak and because the smoke
from burning tires gave him a bad cough. His shed lies between
the train tracks and a rock-strewn construction site where a
$3.7 billion, Emirati-financed complex of hotels and luxury
apartments is rising at the confluence of the Danube and Sava
rivers.
The youngest of seven brothers, Stanikzay ran a shop for
several years for U.S. troops at Combat Outpost Xio Haq, in
Laghman province east of Kabul. On Christmas Day in 2011,
he and his brother Zahid, a military interpreter, submitted
applications for special immigrant visas, designed to allow
Afghans who worked for U.S. forces to resettle in America.
After the U.S. closed the base in 2013, Taliban militants posted
two letters on the walls of the mosque in their village, threatening
the brothers by name for working with the Americans. Stanikzay
tore up the first in anger, but his brother kept the second, hoping
it would bolster their chances for asylum, according to exsoldiers familiar with their case.
Zahid's application was eventually approved, allowing him and
his wife to move to Denver. But in 2015, U.S. officials rejected
Stanikzay on the grounds that he had not formally been a
military employee, he said.
Stanikzay feared that militants would not see the distinction.
In 2016, residents in their village began hearing that fighters
loyal to the Islamic State had settled in the province. Rumors
circulated that the militants had biometric scanning machines
that would identify anyone who had worked with foreign troops.
"I panicked," Stanikzay said over the din of a passing train.
He set off six months ago, crossing into Iran, Turkey and
then the EU nation of Bulgaria, the start of the Balkan route.
At the border he was beaten by Bulgarian police and detained
for several weeks in a walled-off migrant camp. Other refugees

say they have been forcibly pushed back across the border
by security forces and, in some cases, local vigilantes in what
human rights groups describe as violations of international laws
protecting asylum seekers.
Those who make it to Serbia, which lies outside the EU,
complain of similar treatment at its northern borders,
particularly from police in Hungary, whose hard-line prime
minister has called immigration "poison."
Faisan Hazarmir, a 16-year-old Afghan, trudged into the
warehouse one recent evening, his feet stuffed into a ratty pair of
shoes at least two sizes too small.
The lanky teenager had just been sent back from the border,
it was his eighth or ninth attempt at what smugglers call "the
game," by Hungarian police who assaulted him with sticks, broke
his phone, rubbed snow in his hair and confiscated his shoes, he
said. He rode a bus back to Belgrade wearing a pair of boots he
found abandoned by another migrant.
Like most, Hazarmir has no interest in seeking asylum in
Serbia. "But the police here treat us 1,000 times better than in
Hungary," he said.
Having taken in nearly 1 million refugees during the Balkan
wars of the 1990s, Serbian officials say they are committed to
respecting the rights of the current wave of asylum seekers, even
as they warn that they cannot take in many more. The country
now hosts more than 6,600 migrants in 17 government-run
centers with hot meals and heating. At the same time last year,
there were just 2,000.
"We are only a transit country, so we can only be a good host
on their perilous journey," said Ivan Miskovic, spokesman for
the Serbian government commission on refugees. "What's very
frustrating for the migrants is that they reach right to the gates of
Europe, but they can't continue."

Iraqis experience relief after being
Former Egyptian president Hosni
Mubarak acquitted on charges of complicity left off President Trump’s latest travel ban
By Omar Medhat and
Alexandra Zavis
Los Angeles Times

CAIRO — Egypt's highest criminal court
on Thursday acquitted former President
Hosni Mubarak of charges of complicity in
the deaths of hundreds of demonstrators
who fought to unseat him in 2011, a verdict
that potentially sets the stage for the onetime strongman to go free.
Mubarak, who at 88 has spent much of
the past six years confined to a military
hospital, already completed a three-year
sentence in a separate embezzlement case.
He was sentenced to life in prison in
2012 for the protesters' deaths, nearly 900
in total, which took place during street
protests that helped ignite uprisings against
repressive governments across the Middle
East during the so-called Arab Spring.
But an appeals court ordered a retrial
that resulted in the charges against
Mubarak and some of his top aides being
dropped on largely technical grounds.
State prosecutors requested a second
retrial culminating in Thursday's decision
by Egypt's Court of Cassation, which legal
experts said leaves no further avenue for
appeal or retrial. The judge also rejected
a civil petition seeking compensation for
families of some of those killed.
"People are desperate at this point,"
said Hoda Nasrallah, a lawyer with the
Egyptian Initiative for Human Rights that
represented some of the victims' families.
"They feel like their relatives' blood has
gone to waste."
Mubarak was flown by helicopter to a
Cairo courtroom for the hearing. Sitting
in a wheelchair in the caged defendants'
dock, he occasionally waved and smiled at
supporters, including his sons, Gamal and
Alaa.
"Can you hear me?" Judge Ahmed Abdel
Qawi asked Mubarak, according to an
account in state-run Al Akhbar newspaper.
"Yes, I can hear you," Mubarak said.
The judge then read out the charges and

asked Mubarak what he thought.
"This didn't happen," Mubarak said.
When the judge announced his
decision, supporters of the aging leader
erupted in cheers and ululations. "We
love you, president!" they shouted, and
"long live justice!" Later, some celebrated
in the streets, handing out chocolates to
policemen and other supporters.
The families of those who died were not
in the courtroom Thursday. For them, it
was a dispiriting although not unexpected
verdict.
Mubarak's successor and Egypt's first
democratically elected president, Mohamed
Morsi, was toppled in a military coup in
2013. He is now behind bars along with
thousands of his Muslim Brotherhood
supporters and scores of secular activists,
some of whom played leading roles in the
Arab Spring protests.
A former military man, Abdel Fattah alSisi, is once again at the helm of the Arab
world's most populous nation.
Mai El-Sadany, a legal expert at the
Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy, said
Thursday's ruling was indicative of the
seeming disarray in Egypt's once-respected
court system. "It reflects an absolute failure
of Egyptian judicial and legal institutions to
hold any official accountable for the killing
of nearly 900 protesters," she said.
When the charges against Mubarak were
dropped in 2014, scattered protests broke
out. But the response was more muted
Thursday.
Many Egyptians are have grown weary
of years of unrest and are more focused
on current troubles, including an Islamist
insurgency in the Sinai Peninsula that has
killed hundreds of troops and led to the
displacement of thousands living near the
border with the Gaza Strip.
Mubarak does not face any additional
charges, but it was unclear whether he
would leave the medical facility that has
been his home in recent years.
After the hearing, a helicopter returned
him to the hospital in a leafy Cairo suburb.

By Shashank Bengali
Los Angeles Times

IRBIL, Iraq — Abu Hasan never understood
why the U.S. travel ban issued by the Trump
administration in January included Iraq, which
has been a key ally in the battle against Islamic
State militants.
"The order was wrong, wrong, wrong," said the
militia commander fighting alongside the Iraqi
military to oust the extremist group from the city
of Mosul. "We are defending not just Iraq but the
world against Islamic State."
Like other Iraqis interviewed since President
Donald Trump signed a revised immigration
order Monday, Abu Hasan said he was pleased
that his country has been removed from the list.
The new order halts the issuing of new visas to
people from Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria
and Yemen for 90 days while the government
reviews its vetting procedures. Unlike the first
order, which was blocked by court challenges, it
does not apply to green-card holders or people
who already have visas.
The White House was under pressure from
both the State and Defense departments to
remove Iraq from the list. Thousands of U.S.
forces have been in Iraq since last fall, assisting
the Iraqi-led coalition that has been battling
Islamic State in Mosul since the fall.
A fact sheet detailing the new order cited
negotiations that resulted in Iraq agreeing to
"increase cooperation with the U.S. government
on the vetting of its citizens applying for a visa to
travel to the United States."
The original travel ban upset many Iraqis.
The parliament called for a reciprocal ban on
Americans, but the prime minister rejected the
idea.
Ahmed Galadi, 30, a soldier with the Interior
Ministry's emergency response division in west
Mosul, said the original ban was especially
misguided when it came to Iraqis working with
the Americans.
"We are the guys who want to make Iraq
better," he said.
A father of two, he worked with U.S. forces for
years and has paid a steep price. In 2009, his twin
brother was killed while driving his car, shot in
the head by a militia member who mistook him

for Galadi. Scores of other Iraqis who worked
with the U.S. were killed in his hometown of
Diwaniya, south of Baghdad, he said.
"My family doesn't know I'm working with
Americans now," he said. "If they did, they would
say, 'Once the Americans go, where will you go?
Because the militias will kill you.' "
He wants the option of fleeing to the U.S. if
needed, especially for his wife, 12-year-old son
and 7-year-old daughter. He was encouraged by
the new order.
Imam Ahmed Rakan Ahmed, 30, also
welcomed the removal of Iraq from the ban.
But he said it did nothing to address the most
pressing problems in east Mosul, where he runs
a mosque.
He and his family had fled the city after Islamic
State took over but returned in December and
reopened the mosque, after the militants were
driven out of his neighborhood.
Many of the families it serves are poor, but they
have been gathering donations for those worse off
as fighting has shifted to the city's west side.
"What's important for us is what's happening
on the west side of Mosul, those displaced people
who are suffering," the Muslim spiritual leader
said as the call to prayer sounded.
He said the U.S. should have stayed long
enough after the 2003 invasion of Iraq to
prevent Islamic State from forming. "America is
responsible," he said. "It's their duty to protect us."
Others were more enthusiastic about the
revision to the order.
"Thank God!" said Zryan Ibrahim, who lives
in the northern city of Sulaymaniya and wants to
attend a six-week exchange program in the U.S.
and, later, graduate school there. She worried that
the original ban would have quashed those plans.
Rachel Ramey, a 33-year-old American teacher
living in Sulaymaniya with her Iraqi husband,
said she was glad the ban was revised. Her
husband had applied for a visa almost a year ago.
The couple married two years ago and planned
to move to the U.S. and start a family.
Even with Iraq off the list, Ramey remained
nervous about the vetting process.
"What if we get to the airport and have
everything together and they say, 'No, we're
denying you'?" she said.
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University of California suggests out-of-state student enrollment cap
By Teresa Watanabe
Los Angeles Times

In an unprecedented move to ease controversy over its
admission policies, the University of California on Monday
proposed a 20 percent system wide limit on nonresident
undergraduate enrollment and vowed to continue giving
Californians top priority.
The proposed limit on students from other states and
countries, which would be the first ever for the 10-campus
public research university, comes after a scathing state audit
last year found that UC was hurting California students by
admitting too many out-of-state applicants.
UC President Janet Napolitano has blasted those findings as
unfair and unwarranted, but state lawmakers are requiring that
UC adopt a policy restricting nonresident students in order to
get an additional $18.5 million in funding this year.
UC spokeswoman Dianne Klein said the proposed policy
balanced the needs of California students with the benefits
that nonresident students bring — diverse perspectives as well
as millions in additional tuition revenue, which added up to
nearly $550 million in 2016-17. Those dollars have helped UC
increase its enrollment of California students to historical highs
this year, Klein said, even as state support per UC student has
fallen to less than half of what it was two decades ago.
“The policy is very clear: nonresident students will be in
addition to and not in place of California residents,” Klein said.
“But it accepts the reality that we need this money to help fund
California undergraduates. We can’t rely on the state to supply
the undergraduate funding we need to maintain the academic
quality for California students.”
Faculty members are not enthusiastic, said UC Academic
Senate Chairman James Chalfant. They oppose an “arbitrary
quota,” he said, that could force UC to turn away the best and
the brightest and forego additional needed dollars.
The group has presented an alternative that would impose
enrollment limits only on campuses at which the expansion of
nonresident students hurts Californians and only after UC is
given enough funding to maintain its quality.
“We do understand why this is happening,” Chalfant said.

“But we’re disappointed because we think the conversation
should be about how those (nonresident) revenues benefit all
students, rather than some fixed number.”
But Shelly Tan, a Los Angeles area parent, said qualified
California students should have the advantage. Her own child
was turned down by her top three UC choices two years ago,
despite SAT scores and a grade point average above the 90th
percentile. Her daughter ended up at a fourth UC campus.
“Given the economic climate and competition, California
parents have to start being selfish,” Tan said. “We can’t stay all
liberal and let everyone in.”
Under the proposal, which the UC Board of Regents will
consider next week, the system’s three most popular campuses
would be allowed to keep but not increase their proportions of
nonresident undergraduates — 24.4 percent at UC Berkeley,
22.9 percent at UC San Diego and 22.8 percent at UCLA, Klein
said.
The proportion of nonresident students at the other
campuses ranges from 18.9 percent at UC Irvine to less than 1
percent at UC Merced. Those campuses each would be allowed
to grow up to 20 percent so long as the system wide limit was
not exceeded, Klein said.
The policy would be reviewed at every five years at
minimum, taking into account state support, Klein said.
The state’s declining support led UC to quadruple its
nonresident undergraduate population between 2007 and 2016.
Overall, they made up 16.5 percent of the system’s 210,170
undergraduates last fall — a lower percentage than the average
27.9 percent for the 62 members of the elite Association of
American Universities.
The population of California resident students increased by
10 percent during that time. UC hopes to enroll an additional
2,500 Californians this fall as part of an agreement with the
state to add 10,000 more resident students by 2018.
Klein said the extra dollars from nonresidents, who pay
about $27,000 more in annual tuition than Californians,
have helped campuses recruit and retain faculty, add
additional courses to lower overall class sizes, and purchase
library materials, instructional equipment and technology.
The nonresident revenue also has boosted financial aid for

Californians by an average $700 per student, she said.
Competition for seats has been especially fierce at UCLA,
which became the first university in the nation to receive
more than 100,000 freshman applications for fall 2017. The
Westwood campus tripled its nonresident undergraduates
while reducing its California students by 4 percent between
2008 and 2015. UCLA added more than 1,000 Californians last
fall, however.
UCLA Chancellor Gene Block said the nonresident dollars
provided a lifeline for the campus after state support for
undergraduate education dropped by more than half after the
2008 recession. Thanks to the extra money, UCLA was able
to add courses, which has helped students shorten the time
needed to graduate in under four years.
“Financially it made a huge difference,” Block said. “We
could not have managed these graduation rates without having
the additional resources.”
Block and others stressed, however, that nonresident
students are not simply cash cows. Danny Siegel, UCLA’s
undergraduate student body president and a Long Beach,
California native, said his friendship with a Chinese student
helped him break out of his cultural comfort zone and got
him to attend Lunar New Year events on campus this year. He
said he also appreciates U.S. freedoms more after hearing his
friend’s stories about China’s censorship of social media.
“I’ve lived in an L.A. bubble my whole life so it’s great to hear
perspectives from different places,” Siegel said.
His international friend, Jack Guo, said he cherishes the
superior research and entrepreneurial opportunities in
California, and hopes he has helped his UCLA classmates
better understand China.
“We don’t have to worry about being shot in the street,” he
said he told students who were critical of China’s authoritarian
government in a political science class.
Shane White, a UCLA School of Dentistry professor,
recalled one international student who “catalyzed” a classroom
discussion on pain control when she said her African town had
no access to anesthesia during dental work.
“It was a jaw-dropper for American kids — something that
would never occur to them,” White said.

White supremacist
recruiters take over
college campuses
By Kyla Gurney
Miami Herald
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More than 100 students have sued their schools in sexual assault cases since the reworking of Title IX in 2011.

Do sexual assault cases ‘stack the deck’ against accused?
By KC Johnson and Stuart Taylor
Los Angeles Times

After a wave of activism created
a frenzy over campus sexual assault,
the Obama administration twice
rewrote federal rules governing how
allegations must be handled at colleges
and universities. In response to this
movement, too many schools have
adopted procedures that force accused
students to turn to the courts for any
hope of justice.
In particular, since 2011, when the
Department of Education reinterpreted
Title IX to require that sexual assault
cases be judged by a “preponderance of
the evidence”— a lower burden of proof
than is used in criminal cases—more
than 100 accused students have sued
their schools. In most of these recent
cases the colleges have lost, as they
should have.
Our close examination of court
records shows how the new mandates
and procedures amount to a de-facto
presumption of guilt. It also shows
that colleges are at best incapable of
adjudicating allegedly criminal conduct,
and at worst hopelessly biased.
The recent cases can be divided into
two groups. In the first are colleges that
considerably broadened the definition
of sexual assault and, in some instances,
applied the new definition to students
who did not violate the rules in place at
the time of their alleged misconduct.
In 2015, Brown University broadened
its definition to treat as sexual assault
any “manipulation” that is followed
by sex. The school then disciplined a
male student for having violated this
provision in 2014. As a Rhode Island
judge, William Smith, observed in 2016,
the vague provision could make a rapist
of a male student who gave flowers to a
female student before the two students

had consensual sex.
In another case that ultimately went
to court this year, Western New England
University found a student guilty of
violating a new “affirmative consent”
rule, which defines anything other than
“a clear, knowing and voluntary consent
to any sexual activity” as equivalent to
a “no,” that the school had adopted six
weeks after his alleged misconduct.
The second group includes schools
that violated their procedures, which
were unfair to begin with. In one case,
James Madison University allowed an
accuser to provide an appeals board
with new evidence without giving the
accused a chance to respond, even
though he had been found not guilty
by his initial hearing panel. The appeals
board overturned the original decision
without checking whether the accuser’s
new evidence might be misleading or
irrelevant. (It was both.) The finding was
set aside in December 2016 by a district
judge, Elizabeth Dillon, who said that “no
reasonable jury” could find the process
fair.
That same month, an Oregon judge,
Curtis Conover, found that the University
of Oregon had denied an accused
student, who had passed four polygraph
tests, a chance to counter the school’s
claim that inconsistencies in his accuser’s
story had resulted from trauma.
Two weeks ago, a Colorado judge,
Craig Shaffer, recommended that
a lawsuit against Colorado State
University-Pueblo proceed in a case
where charges were filed by a co-worker
of the alleged victim. Against university
rules, an athletic trainer had sex with a
football player. When a co-worker asked
about the incident, the trainer hinted at a
lack of consent, prompting the co-worker
to file charges. Although the alleged
victim maintained the incident was
voluntary, CSU-Pueblo found the athlete

guilty after an investigation that appeared
to be, in the words of Judge Shaffer,
“infected with discrimination.”
The most important of the recent
decisions came last July, from the 2nd
Circuit Court of Appeals in New York
City. A three-judge panel made it easier
for accused students to prove that their
colleges’ disciplinary processes amount
to discrimination against males and thus
violate Title IX. Even if the university in
the case was not motivated by anti-male
animus, Judge Pierre Leval wrote for the
panel, a “university that adopts, even
temporarily, a policy of bias favoring
one sex over the other in a disciplinary
dispute, doing so in order to avoid
liability or bad publicity, has practiced
sex discrimination.”
Campus sexual assault is a serious
problem, and evidence suggests that
some accusers have indeed been treated
unfairly by institutions in recent years,
as many were in decades past. But the
so-called epidemic is a myth. The best
available crime statistics, based on
face-to-face surveys of a large number
of people at their homes by the Bureau
of Justice Statistics, indicate that sexual
assault dropped by more than half from
1997 to 2013. Even if many victims are
not candid with bureau surveyors, as
some analysts suggest, it would not affect
the validity of rape rate comparisons
from year to year.
The vast majority of schools we studied
now use procedures that stack the deck
against accused students. A system in
which accused students get fair outcomes
only by bringing expensive lawsuits—
recourse that many cannot afford — is a
deeply flawed one. Not only should the
Department of Education scrap these
federal mandates, but sexual assault
allegations should be handled by the
same police and prosecutors who deal
with all other serious crimes.

White supremacist groups are stepping up efforts to
recruit students on college campuses, according to a report
published Monday by the Anti-Defamation League.
Since the academic year started in September, white
supremacist groups have targeted college campuses 104
times with anti-Semitic, anti-Muslim and racist fliers,
posters and stickers, the report found.
The incidents took place in 25 states.
This level of recruitment on college campuses is
unprecedented, said Oren Segal, the director of the AntiDefamation League’s Center on Extremism and one of the
authors of the report.
“White supremacists have on occasion tried to attract
younger people, but not on the level we’ve seen at this time
and in the diversity of ways,” he said.
“They view young people as bringing energy to a
movement. What they want to do is try to recruit a new
generation of people to carry on their messages to the
future.”
Nationwide, the recruitment efforts have picked up since
January, with 63 of the 104 incidents occurring over the
past two months.
While most involve fliers and posters, white supremacist
groups have also made on-campus appearances and
speeches.
Other incidents documented in the report include a
vendor selling shirts and albums with swastika symbols
on the University of Southern California campus in Los
Angeles and the distribution of Adolf Hitler Valentine’s Day
cards reading “my love 4 u burns like 6,000 jews,” at Central
Michigan University in Pleasant, Michigan.
One of the recruitment efforts occurred on Florida
Atlantic University’s Boca Raton campus in mid-February,
according to the report.
Fliers promoting a white supremacist group called
Identity Evropa were posted in various locations around
campus, reading “our destiny is ours, serve your people.”
“White supremacists have been emboldened, they feel
comfortable, they feel like their message is seeping into the
mainstream,” Segal said.
“What this report does is highlight the repercussions
of feeling that comfortable. One of those repercussions
is feeling like you have a safe place to reach out to young
people.”
It is not yet clear whether the recruitment efforts have
led to an increase in hate crimes or other hate-motivated
incidents on college campuses, Segal said.
University administrators at the targeted campuses have
spoken out against the fliers and posters following most of
the incidents, he added.
Other groups, including the Southern Poverty Law Center,
have also tracked a surge in hate-motivated incidents
coinciding with the election of President Donald Trump.
Just last week, Jewish Community Centers in Florida and
throughout the country faced a wave of bomb threats. But
Segal said he sees a ray of hope amid the fear.
“There is an opportunity for response and at the end of
the day people will remember this time not just for hate
fliers and bomb threats, but for what people did to stand up
against it,” he said.

