Thursday, March 23, 2017

					Volume 116 | Issue 20

The Comfort Zone: Part II
Erie natives share why Edinboro wasn’t for them

Graphic: Shelby Kirk
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Fourteen schools are housed in the Pennsylvania State
System of Higher Education (PASSHE), with Edinboro
University being the closest to Erie, Pennsylvania.
In this second part of The Spectator’s multi-week look into
Edinboro’s financial, academic and enrollment standing, we
focus on how students from around the Erie and Edinboro
areas chose other state schools over Edinboro.
Slippery Rock University junior Emma Verdecchia said she
chose to go to Slippery Rock because she wanted to be out of
Erie, but she didn’t want to attend college too far from home.
Slippery Rock, only about 90 minutes from her house, was
the farthest she wanted to travel.

“To be honest, I didn’t consider Edinboro. I knew I wanted
to do physical therapy, and Edinboro doesn’t have a program
for that,” said Verdecchia.
She continued: “If I could choose a college again, I
probably wouldn’t pick Slippery Rock. Don’t get me wrong, it
is a nice school, but I don’t fit there.”
Imarii Anderson, a junior at Clarion University, said she
didn’t want to go to college within the Erie area “simply
because I’ve lived in Erie my whole life.”
“I wanted to experience new things in a new environment,
and I believed Edinboro couldn’t provide me with those
kinds of opportunities because I thought it would feel like a
second Erie,” said Anderson.
Anderson added she chose Clarion specifically because
it wasn’t in the Erie area and was more affordable in

comparison to the other schools that she was accepted to. She
did not apply to Edinboro; however, when she looked into
transferring schools during her second semester of college,
she considered Edinboro.
“If I could do it all over again, I probably would not
choose Clarion because I think there are other university
atmospheres that would have worked better for me,” said
Anderson. “While I cannot say I love Clarion all the time, I
am happy there and appreciate the experiences it has allowed
me to have.”
Caitlin Strasser is a freshman at Mansfield University

See Comfort Zone, A3

2017 Academic Festival to follow
Inside the life of the ‘Wish Lady’
university presidential inauguration
By Sarah Gillingham
Contributing Writer

By Macala Leigey

Managing Editor | News
Each year Edinboro University’s annual
Academic Festival celebrates the academic
research and advancements of students,
faculty, staff and alumni, but this year
the festival will also acknowledge the
inauguration of Edinboro University’s new
president.
“What’s exciting about this year’s
academic festival is it’s directly tied to the
inauguration of Dr. H. Fred Walker, who will
be inaugurated on Thursday, March 23,” said
co-chair for the academic festival committee
Dr. Melissa Gibson.
“We decided as a way to celebrate
everything that’s great at Edinboro that we
would combine the Academic Festival with
the inauguration this year, along with the
celebration of scholarship.”
The president’s inauguration kicks off the
eventful academic week on Thursday, at 1
p.m. in the Louis C. Cole Auditorium.
“I think that having the inauguration
and the festival linked together will create
more interest and buzz on campus. We hope
that faculty, staff students and community
members take advantage of the many
interesting presentations and events that we
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have during that week,” said Gibson.
The Academic Festival begins at 7 p.m.
Thursday in Hendricks Hall 100, with Dr.
Xin-Zhu Chen showing the film “Most
Honorable Son” and hosting a discussion
about the racist social climate JapaneseAmericans faced during wartime.
Also on Thursday, at 7:30 p.m., the
DIVA Jazz Orchestra will be presenting an
ensemble in Cole Auditorium, sponsored by
the Woman’s History Month Committee.
The Academic Festival will continue
throughout the week until Wednesday,
March 29, in which the event will conclude
with art education graduate research
presentations in Doucette Hall G-5 at 7 p.m.
“One (presentation) I think is interesting
is on Monday, March 27. We have a
presentation by a retired FBI agent and
newspaper reporter, who covered and wrote
a book about the ‘Pizza Bomber’ incident
that happened in 2003 in Erie. They will be
on campus giving a presentation and they
will sign books after the presentation,” said
Gibson.
“Academic Festival is a way for students
to hear presentations and attend events they

See Academic Festival, A2

Stepping off the fifth-floor
elevators of the Renaissance
Center in Erie, you’re greeted by
two wooden doors, the left one
with “Make-A-Wish” across the
center of it. From the outside,
it looks like your typical office,
but on the inside, it is anything
but ordinary; it is a place where
wishes are granted, where
dreams come true.
Jan Stork, referred to quite
often as the “Wish Lady,” has
served as the senior regional
director of Make-A-Wish
Greater Pennsylvania and West
Virginia for the past 20 years.
While previously working for
Harborcreek Youth Services,
Stork attended a fundraising
workshop and met the person
who, at the time, was in her
current position. A phone call
came two weeks later, a job offer
waiting for Stork on the other
end.
In her 20 years on the job,
one she describes as the “perfect
job for me,” Stork has seen a lot,
both happy and devastating.
“Well, I think from a personal
standpoint, it would be when a
child passes away,” Stork said,
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Jan Stork serves as a director for Make-A-Wish.

See ‘Wish Lady’, A3

Sports
Gmitter
Scholarship
Gallery opens
Take a closer look
at the work of the
scholarship contenders,
A4

Edinboro wrestler earns
All-American honors. B1

News

The List
Highest Grossing Disney
Films

10. “Frozen“

eupnews.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 116 | Issue 20 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, March 23, 2017

$400 million

Section A n Page 2

Tackling ‘an office of one’

Photo: Macala Leigey

As director of career development, Monica Clem hosts various events in the learning
commons, including the newly established ‘Lunch and Learn’ series.

By Shayma Musa
Staff Writer

Academic
Festival
From A1
might not normally get a chance to,” she said.
“Some of the presentations involve faculty
and students presenting together, and it’s
just an opportunity to be able to see all the
various academic departments and research
areas in action at Edinboro University.”

For more information, or a full schedule of
Academic Festival presentations, visit the events
calendar on edinboro.edu.
Macala Leigey can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

She’s welcomed by hundreds of emails
when she walks into her office every morning.
Her voice box is full of calls from employers,
students and alumni, and she has three spring
events to plan so her desk is filled with folders
of information regarding the employers she
hopes to secure, floor plan logistics and catering
menus. She pulls up her calendar and it’s filled
with speaking engagements, meetings, periods
of grading homework, and little carved out
snatches of time to work on a dissertation.
“I’m an office of one. An institution of this
size would usually have five full-time staff
members,” said Director of Career Development
at Edinboro University Monica Clem.
“What many people don’t understand is that
my job has so many different aspects to it,” said
Clem. “I don’t just work with all 6,550 current
students, I work with alumni, and prospective
students as well. And yet students and parents
only see the center as a place to go get a resume.
We do so much more than that.”
Clem is busily preparing for an event when
first encountered. A table spread of college snack
staples — pizza, cookies, crudité, and dip — are
laid out at the entrance of the newly minted
learning commons classroom.
Her assistant helps the small crowd of
students swipe their ID cards to sign in. She fills
the doorway for a second, a smile on her face,
“Come in! Help yourself!”
Then she’s gone. She appears again a second
later wielding a pair of scissors, explaining,
“We’ll be starting soon, so make yourselves
comfortable.” She quickly snips the plastic
packaging of the vegetable spread open, confirms
that all is well with the food selections, adjusts
the positioning of the napkin on the table, and
turns her attention to getting the projector up
and running.
The screen flashes blue, then white as her
PowerPoint appears. The room is filled with a
jazz tune seconds later and the screen flashes
purple. “Kahoot!,” the slide projected declares.
It seems that students are going to play a game
sometime during the presentation.
“I was a first-generation college student and
working at Mercyhurst, which is a small private
university, I found that my experiences were
very unlike the experiences of the students I
was working with. I felt that I would be able
to [better] provide my experiences to students
that are more like me and be able to anticipate
their needs more so than with the students I was
working with.”
From the front of the room, she scans the
set-up, making sure that everything is just so.
She nods her head slightly as if affirming that
everything is okay, and addresses the crowd of
students piling their plates high with pizza. She
addresses the students, “How about we all move
up and sit closer together? I want this to be a
low-stress, comfortable setting.”
Making students — especially students
unfamiliar with the college environment —
comfortable with career development resources

is Clem’s biggest goal.
“Mentors played a big role in the way that my
career has unfolded,” she said.
Her computer alerts her of an email and she is
distracted for a moment. She scans the email for
a second, before smiling guiltily,
“I should turn off my notifications.”
In her year and a half at Edinboro, Clem has
accomplished quite a bit. She’s worked with the
marketing department to rebrand the image
of the Career Development Center; helped
develop not one but two apps (HireEU and
Tradeify) to not only help students find jobs and
evaluate their career interests from the comfort
of their dorm rooms, but also to streamline all
job postings in a location that is easy to access
for students and departments across campus;
and she has hosted four major career expos —
drawing employers from as far away as Missouri.
“We used to mass e-mail every single job
posting we got to the entire university, but
HireEU allows students to just log into one
database that has all the job postings that we
receive,” Clem said.
However, despite her accomplishments, Clem
laments the fact that she can’t do more for the
students who most need her help.
“Students will walk into the career center and
no one will be here because I spend so much of
my time out of the office,” she said. “I get emails
all the time from students asking for help writing
a resume or help to look for internships and
I have to say ‘no’ because I just have no time
in my schedule for that. We have the resume
rescue sessions, and Lauren can meet with some
students, but meeting with students is still my
job.”
She pauses for a second.
“The guilt about that is the hardest part.”
She continued: “I worked in corporate before
I started career coaching, and one of the reasons
why career development has spoken to me is
because I’m helping students find that next step
in their lives; in corporate I was just working
to increase the profit margin of the company I
worked for.”
“She really shouldn’t be meeting with students
at all,” said Lauren Parent, Clem’s assistant who
works 18 hours a week managing the career
development email account and meeting with
students to go over resumes. “I tell her all the
time that I’ll deal with the students and you just
focus on the planning and communication.”
One gets the sense that the fragile balance
Clem keeps between being a wife and mother,
directing the Career Development Center,
teaching two sections of a career preparation
class, and writing her Ph.D dissertation will all
be undone if one commitment weighs a little too
heavily.
“I’ve accepted that at this point in my life
I’m not really going to have any free time. Any
time that I have not working I’m writing my
dissertation.”
All hope hasn’t been lost yet though: the
Career Development Center has just begun
looking for new staff to help carry the burden.
Shayma Musa can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Edinboro University students
explore regional career fairs
By Anna Ashcraft

Managing Editor | Features
The Western Pennsylvania Collegiate Job
and Internship Fair (WestPACS) took place
March 15 in Monroeville outside of Pittsburgh.
Additionally, the Edinboro Career Expo was
held March 21 in the Frank G. Pogue Student
Center.
Featuring over 200 employers, the WestPACS
Job Fair took place during EU’s spring break,
as to not compete with classes. The event took
place from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Monroeville
Convention Center. The website states the fair
is the largest internship fair in the Pittsburgh
region. The event was free to students and
alumni who pre-registered, or $10 at the door.
A resume and professional attire were required
for entry.
Edinboro University held their Career and
Graduate School Expo on March 21. The expo
began with a panel discussion, titled “Careers
in Healthcare: Graduate School, the Workforce
and Beyond.” The panel focused on life after
obtaining a degree, navigating a career in
healthcare, interviewing best practices and the

future of healthcare.
Taking place from 1 to 3 p.m. was the Health,
Human and Public Services Major Fair for
exploratory students, which gave students of
any year and major a chance to speak with
representatives from academic departments.
The Health, Human and Public Services
Career and Internship Fair took place from 1
to 4 p.m. This featured local and large name
employers in the healthcare, human services,
counseling, social work, education, criminal
justice and public service fields.
Also from 1 to 4 p.m. was the Graduate
School Fair. Schools in attendance included
Edinboro University, Duquesne University,
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine
(LECOM), Salus University, Mercyhurst
University, Clarion University, La Roche
College, Penn State Behrend, Gannon
University and Bloomsburg University.
Those who pre-registered and attended the
event were entered to win a $100 gift card from
the campus bookstore. Keep an eye on the
events page for additional career and internship
fair opportunities.
Anna Ashcraft can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.
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From A1
and shares the same sentiment as both
Verdecchia and Anderson: she wanted to
go to college away from Erie after living
there for 18 years. She also wanted a campus
where she didn’t know many people and
would get a chance to start over.
“When visiting Mansfield, I just really
fell in love with the campus and they have
a really great psychology department. The

‘Wish Lady’
From A1

Students read historical facts about the “soul food” options.
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On Feb. 28, the Office of Social Equity
sponsored the event, “Soul Fest: An Interactive
Soul Food Dinner.” The event included a
dinner with “soul foods” and students reading
historical facts about the various foods. Some
of the foods offered were fried chicken, Cajun
fish and grits, red beans and rice, collard greens
with braised ham hocks, black-eyed peas and
cornbread.
Pertrina Marrero, director of the Center for
Diversity and Inclusion, said that her graduate
assistant Dalontai Pond first came up with the
idea for the event to celebrate Black History
Month.
“We had already celebrated some of the
people associated with black history, but
we wanted a chance to celebrate the food
associated with that culture,” said Marrero.
Additionally, the Center for Diversity
and Inclusion partnered with the University
Programming Board to host a quiz bowl event
that focused on black history. Marrero said
the center also partnered with the Ghering

Health Center for an event on HPV and cancer
prevention.
“We promote diversity every day just by
being here on campus,” said Marrero. “What
we need to do now is think of ways in which
programming and events can be fully inclusive.
The recognition that we are all different
promotes diversity.”
She continued, explaining that “recognizing
that through our differences we all have
something to bring to conversations and
asking people to join in on the conversation is
inclusion.”
According to Marrero, the goal of the Center
for Diversity and Inclusion is to make sure that
people on campus from different backgrounds
feel they are included and celebrated
throughout the campus.
“To promote inclusion, we must encourage
people to come together and talk about things,
whether it be planning a program, coming to
the movie theater, or offering suggestions for
what movies should be shown on campus,” said
Marrero.
Dakota Palmer and Patrick Dewey can be
reached at eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.
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acknowledging the hardest part of her job.
“We get to know a lot of the kids. We don’t
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Comfort Zone

By Patrick Dewey | Dakota Palmer

9. “Captain America:
Civil War“
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get to know all of them because we cover
such a large area, but we do get to know
them, and even if we don’t know them,
losing a child is just the worst part of our
job.”
Though there’s an undeniable mortality
Stork and her staff face in their line of work,
overall, Stork considers herself “fortunate
that 80 percent of our kids are still living
and go on to live long lives, but that 20
percent is devastating.”
Despite the difficulties the job presents,
the smiles, wishes granted, and the belief
in magic provides a constant stream of
happiness within the organization.
Take wish kid, Danielle, for example. A
young girl who, after being approved by
her doctor to go swim with the dolphins,
took a turn and ended up in the hospital,
asleep and not responding. Words of
encouragement from her mom, lying next
to her in bed had what some would call a
miraculous effect. Two days later, Danielle
woke up, the first words out of her mouth
asking, “When do we get to go swim with
the dolphins?”

FREE CONSULTATION

“I mean, everyone who knows Jan, all the
wish families [who] know Jan, it’s a sense
of home and a feeling of safety, so she holds
everything together. And [with] what she
does, she inspires everyone.”
Courtney Buckel, a student at Penn State
University, who is currently completing her
internship as a wish clerk, echoes Hoffman’s
praises. “Working under Jan is one of the
easiest and best things I’ve ever had to do
because she guides, without hovering, which
is one of my favorite things about her.”
Stork’s impact reaches far beyond the
walls of her office, the city of Erie, and
the surrounding areas. It also reaches the
local universities in the region. Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania, a leader in
Make-A-Wish donations among NCAA
Division II schools, recently hosted their
fourth wish reveal this past February,
during halftime of the women’s basketball
game.
Bruce Baumgartner, director of athletics
at Edinboro University, credits Stork’s
genuine, positive, high-energy personality
for making Edinboro’s student athletes
“a little more aware and a little more
appreciative and thoughtful in the whole
process.”
Baumgartner also credits the work
done with Stork and the Make-A-Wish

There is also wish kid Michael, a 5-year-

organization for instilling a very important

old boy turned superhero, known to the

lesson in Edinboro’s students and student

rescued citizens of Pittsburgh as “Beetle

athletes. “It teaches our students at

Boy,” the “hero in a hard shell.” No matter

Edinboro, especially our student athletes,

the wish granted, Stork and her staff have

that it’s important to give back into society,

seen the incredible effect firsthand.

and give back into the community, and I

“So, we talk a lot about the power of a
wish,” Stork said, “And sometimes, that is

think they do a great job.”
No matter the illness, the child, or the

the power of a wish, to know that it can

wish, it is clear Stork’s passion for the job

make that much of a difference in a child’s

and love of the wish kids and their families

life.”

rubs off on everyone she encounters. A

Throughout the years, Stork’s

Scan this code with your smartphone or tablet to learn more about our firm

school is also an affiliate with LECOM
where I plan on attending after I complete
my undergraduate studies,” said Strasser.
She didn’t consider Edinboro because she
wanted to get a “real college experience.”
She continued: “I would choose to go
to Mansfield again because I love the
environment and the professors. It’s a small
campus, and everyone knows everyone. The
professors are so dedicated to the students
and I love it.”
Dakota Palmer can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

passion that is evident in the glowing smile

commitment to creating a brighter day in

Stork consistently wears when talking about

the life of a sick child is not lost on her staff.

her 20 years on the job, recalling the power

“Jan is the foundation, especially in our

of wishes made and wishes granted.

community,” said Michelle Hoffman, the
regional wish assistant for the Erie region.

Sarah Gillingham can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.
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Mar. 2 — After being dispatched to Highlands 4, room 4201 at 11:15 p.m. for the smell of marijuana,
officers reportedly found an individual in possession of drug paraphernalia. Meairra McCaskill, 20, was
charged with disorderly conduct.
Mar. 3 — University police were dispatched to Highlands 7, room 7405 at 12:30 a.m. for a possible
underage drinking incident. Aaron Okane, 19, was charged with underage drinking and Matthew
Wickett, 21, was charged with furnishing alcohol to minors.
Mar. 6 — A victim reported his camera and camera equipment stolen from an unlocked locker in
Doucette Hall at approximately 8 a.m.
Mar. 10 — While on a routine walkthrough of Highlands 8 at approximately 12:06 a.m., officers
heard a loud party in room 8450. Further investigation reportedly revealed alcohol violations. Derrick
Goodenow, 19, Joseph Manella, 20, Nicholas Miller, 20, Seth Russell, 20, Brandon Bunger, 19 and
Charles Williams Jr., 19 were charged with underage drinking. Alex Hoban, 21, was charged with
furnishing alcohol to minors.
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Edinboro alum gets ‘Loud’ at
Nickelodeon Studios
By Gabriel Hypes

Edinboro University prides
itself on having an art school
they believe can stack up with
the best in the country. And
with the success of someone
like Jordan Koch, they’re
certainly making a case.
Earning his BFA in applied
media arts from Edinboro in
2012, he would also depart
with a concentration in
traditional 2D animation.
Sporting these accolades,
he has been employed at
Nickelodeon Animation
Studios in Los Angeles as a
storyboard artist for the newly
popular cartoon “The Loud
House.”
Koch took time to talk to
The Spectator about his time
here at Edinboro and how it
prepared him for a job in Los
Angeles.
Q. How did Edinboro
prepare you for a career like
this?
A. Edinboro taught me the
fundamentals. Introductions
in art and animation, like
gesture drawing, color
theory and how to flip
animation paper, but also
started conversations about

with my animation classes,
but in hindsight, having the
opportunity to work in a wide
variety of mediums broadened
my exposure as an artist.
Q. Was it hard to adjust to
a career after school (more
specifically, moving from
Edinboro to California)?
A. I didn’t really give it
much time to affect me. I
graduated on Saturday, May
12, 2012, and nine days later I
was on a plane to Los Angeles.
Over the course of a week in
L.A., I met up with contacts
I had made at the Walt
Disney Animation Studios,
Warner Bros. Animation, and
DreamWorks Animation.
I went back to Pennsylvania
and two months later I
packed up and moved to Los
Angeles. I didn’t want to give
myself time to cool down
after graduating. After four
years of all-nighters, stacks of
sketchbooks and a drawing
every day, I wanted to keep
that momentum going and get
started as soon as possible.
Q. Were there any
professors specifically that
influenced you or helped you
land a job after school?
A. Mike Genz, Brad Pattullo
and Jeremy Galante taught me

beginning your career and
familiarizing yourself with
the industry. At Edinboro,
in addition to my animation
classes, I was required to take
intro-level courses to all of
the other disciplines in the
art department (painting,
photography, sculpture, etc.).
At the time, these courses
vied for my time and attention

what I know. They each drew
from their own experiences
in the industry and wove that
into their classes. Hearing
their stories about working
in production (from Disney
Feature Animation, to stopmotion, to “Sesame Street”)
gave all the more purpose to
what we were doing.
Jeremy balanced teaching
and working on freelance

Assistant Arts Editor

projects, which taught me a
ton about time management.
Brad had a way of demanding
the very best from you, while
dutifully reminding you about
the competitive nature of the
industry outside of Edinboro.
Mike saw my passion for
animation early on, and
encouraged me to challenge
myself and make something
worth watching that an
audience could connect with.
When you made decisions
in your animation, Jeremy
asked “why?” When you
pitched an idea, Brad would
say, “do it.” When you showed
a pencil test to Mike, he would
go over your drawings and
ask, “how can we make this
even better?”
None of the professors I had
at Edinboro ever sugarcoated
anything. They were always
available to look at your
drawings, and answer your
questions. I had Malcolm
Christhilf for 2D Design,
Drawing I & Drawing II, and I
remember bumping into him a
day or two before graduation.
He told me, “be a success
story.” A little motivation goes
a long way.
Q. What is your workload
like? Talking with many art
students at Edinboro, they
seem to be busy 24/7. Is it
like that now still? What do
you do day to day?
A. My workload right now
consists of storyboarding on
“The Loud House” during the
weekdays, and working on
personal and other projects at
night and on the weekends.
I’m not working around the
clock now like I often was
when I was at Edinboro.
It’s important to find
the balance between work,
your personal work and life
itself. My day usually starts
with coffee at my desk at
Nickelodeon while I answer
emails, maybe do a warm-up
doodle or two, and then I go
over the work I did the day
before. Then I spend the day
storyboarding the current
episode I’m working on. There
may be a storyboard pitch or
a meeting or two throughout
the day, depending on the
schedule that week, but for
the most part, I’m at my desk

working on my storyboard.
I usually leave the studio
around 6 p.m. and depending
on my mood after dinner, I’ll
work on one of the personal
projects on my desk, pick up
the book I’m reading at the
moment or just relax and
watch a movie.
Q. What kind of
connections and portfolio
building did you have to
make to be where you are
now?
A. Networking, creating
contacts and forming and
keeping relationships is a
huge part of being a successful
artist in the industry. I started
making contacts while I was
still at Edinboro by sending
emails and messages to artists
working in the industry,
and to my initial surprise, I
received a ton of answers to
my questions, advice, and
even invites to get together
whenever I was in Los
Angeles.
Animation is one of the
most collaborative art forms
and I’ve been hard pressed
to find someone who wasn’t
willing to give you a moment
of their time. I remember
hearing an interview with
actor Kevin Spacey where
he said that his mentor, Jack
Lemmon, used to tell him, “if
you’re lucky enough to do well,
it’s your responsibility to send
the elevator back down.”
I think the most important
thing for students to keep
in mind with their portfolio
is not whether your work is
“good” or “bad,” but rather is
it applicable to the industry.
Studio recruiters are looking
for artists who will be the
very best fit for a job opening.
Focus your time and attention
on work that you enjoy doing,
and that shows that you’re able
to work in production.
Q. What is your favorite
part of your job?
A. One of my favorite parts
of my job is being responsible
for the acting and the
performance of the characters.
I did a lot of acting in plays
and musicals in high school,
so I love reading a script for
the first time and picturing
in my head how each of the
characters will act out a line of

Gmitter Scholarship gallery opens, $3,500 award up for grabs

dialogue. I also love working
with our crew on a team.
Animation is the most
collaborative art form and
everyone on our crew is
extremely talented in what
they do. Every day I get to
work with writers, directors,
producers, storyboard artists,
editors, character and prop
designers, background/layout
artists and painters and it’s
impossible not to be inspired
by all of their work.
Q. Many students see
what you are doing now as
an ending point for them,
kind of their dream job. How
would you instruct a student
to follow in your footsteps?
A. You have to put yourself
out there. You have to be
willing to have an open
mind, keep improving your
work and above all, you have

Photos courtesy of Jordan Koch and Nickelodeon Studios

‘The Loud House’ debuted on Nickelodeon on May 2,
2016. It was nominated for ‘Favorite Cartoon’ (one of
two) at the Nickelodeon Kids’ Choice Awards 2017.

Erie Art Museum to
host discussion on
Richard Bellamy’s
contributions to art
By Kimberly Firestine
Arts Editor

Photo: Madi Gross
Zane Carlson: Fire Tower in Flix; Bronze, twine, sand.

Photos: Madi Gross
David Kiefer: A Whale of an Idea; Graphite 17” x 23”
The Gmitter Scholarship awards $3,500 to nominated
students majoring in art at Edinboro in honor of former
metals student Michael Gmitter.

It was great to see all his work come together to make something
amazing before he passed. It showed what Michael was capable of.

— Dr. Cappy Cournard, Edinboro metals professor

to bewilling to take risks. I
knew before I graduated from
Edinboro that my chances
of getting a job in animation
while still in Pennsylvania
were severely less than if I was
in LA, so I took that risk and
moved across the country. This
July I will have been in LA for
5 years and I’ve loved every
minute of it.
People are always
discouraged by how
competitive the industry
is. You’re competing with
yourself. If you’re truly
passionate about what you
want to do and are willing to
work hard to get there, you
will succeed. Work hard, build
up contacts and relationships
and make it happen.
Gabriel Hypes can be
reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com.

The Erie Art Museum
will host author and curator
Judith Stein for a discussion
on Richard Bellamy’s
contributions to “Pop, Op,
Minimalism, Conceptualism”
and various other art
movements in the 1960s.
Stein — author of “Eye
of the Sixties” — will
be accompanied by Erie
resident Al Richardson for a
conversation in an attempt
to put Bellamy’s name to
his works which “influences
the modern trajectory of
the art world,” a process
in which Bellamy tried to
stay relatively unknown
throughout, according to a
release from the museum.
“Renowned for first
recognizing and showcasing

an amazing array of
talent that included Claes
Oldenburg, Andy Warhol
and Roy Lichtenstein,
Bellamy’s legacy is brought
to light by Stein’s vibrant
portrayal of both the gallerist
and the artistic culture of the
time,” states the release.
Stein has a doctorate in art
history from the University
of Pennsylvania and has had
her writing appear in “Art
in America,” “Art News” and
“The New York Times Book
Review.” She was also an arts
critic for National Public
Radio’s “Fresh Air” and
“Morning Edition.”
For more information,
contact John Vanco at
(814) 459-5477 or jvanco@
erieartmuseum.org.
Kimberly Firestine can
be reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com.

Erie Art Museum Hours of Operation
Tuesday — Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Admission

Members — Free
Adults — $9
Senior Citizens & Students — $7
Children under 5 — Free
*Free every Wednesday and Second Sunday*

The Arts

The List
Highest Grossing Disney
Films

7. “Toy Story 3“
$415 million

ae.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 116 | Issue 20 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, March 23, 2017

Section A n Page 5

‘Beauty and the Beast’
enchants its way to a $170
million opening weekend

Dan Stevens (Beast) and Emma Watson (Belle) make the perfect live-action ‘Beauty’ and ‘Beast.’ The
film took in $170 million in its opening weekend, smashing box office records.

By Kimberly Firestine
Arts Editor

In 1991, Walt Disney
Studios released their feature
animated film “Beauty and the
Beast.” The film’s lifetime gross
topped almost $219 million in
the United States alone, taking
the third spot in the 1991 box
office.
Nearly 26 years later,
“Beauty and the Beast” is back
with a new spin. Disney’s
live-action depiction of the
same story — starring Emma
Watson (Belle), Dan Stevens
(Beast) and Luke Evans
(Gaston) — is boasting a $170
million opening weekend. The
film grabbed seventh place for
largest domestic opening ever,
jumping ahead of Watson’s
previous film “Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows: Part
2.”
Following the story
introduced in 1991, “Beauty
and the Beast” opens with the
history of the Beast’s curse. It
then follows the same plotline
of the original release, with
a few new scenes scattered
throughout, which pleasantly
fill some of the plot holes left
by its predecessor.
Thanks to the direction of
Bill Condon (“Dreamgirls,”
“The Twilight Saga: Breaking
Dawn”) and screenplay from
Stephen Chbosky (“The Perks
of Being a Wallflower,” “Rent”)
and Evan Spiliotopoulos
(“Hercules (2014)”), these
scenes avoid turning into
pointless filler and distraction.
The audience gets a look at
the death of Belle’s mother
and more detail of the curse
of Beast, both adding depth
to the story that wasn’t there
before.
Perhaps one of the more
perfectly casted films in recent
memory, Watson, Stevens,

Evans and company fill their
roles so completely that it’s
hard to imagine anyone else
in them. The minute Watson
begins singing in her opening
scene, she transforms into
the lonely farm girl that is
Belle. Watson’s voice rings out
through her verses in “Belle,
along with its reprise, as if
Watson performed musicals
on a daily basis. Her portrayal
of Belle’s bookish tendencies is
perfectly executed, something
expected by those who are fans
of Watson’s most famed role,
Hermione Granger.
Through all the CGI and
stop-motion animation that it
took to create the monstrous
appearance of the Beast,
Stevens’ portrayal of the angry
and reserved character really
hit the nail on the head. We
get true, deep emotion from
Stevens, even after the curse is
lifted and the Beast’s human
form is revealed.
While Evans is not as bulky
and stupid as the cartoon
depiction, his vocal and acting
performance truly make him
Gaston. A real “man’s man,”
Gaston proves to be — once
again — no more than a
narcissistic, chauvinistic
antagonist that we all
remember from the animated
film.
One of the hotter topics
surrounding the film’s release
is the sexuality of Gaston’s
counterpart LeFou (Josh Gad).
In an interview with Attitude
Magazine, director Condon
revealed LeFou would bring
LGBTQ+ inclusion to the
Disney main stage.
“He’s confused about what
he wants. It’s somebody who’s
just realizing that he has
these feelings. Josh makes
something really subtle and
delicious out of it,” Condon
said. “That’s what has its payoff

at the end, which I don’t want
to give away. But it is a nice,
exclusively gay moment in a
Disney movie.”
The news has brought
protest and outrage among
the more conservative, going
as far as theaters refusing
to show the film because of
the three seconds of nonheteronormativity. Perhaps
those sensitive to LGBTQ+
inclusion should just blink at
the right time. Besides, LeFou
provides the perfect amount
of comic relief in the film
and that alone should be held
as more important than the
“is-he-or-isn’t-he” hullabaloo
surrounding his sexuality.
The musical numbers
in “Beauty and the Beast”
are dazzling. Matched with
beautiful arrangements, a
stunning vocal performance
from the entire cast,
beautifully designed costumes,
and a set straight out of 18th
century France, the audience
is provided with one of the
most visually and musically
stunning films as of late.
With the addition of a
couple of new tracks to the
original 1991 soundtrack,
the film’s soundtrack fully
compliments the film, adding
to the rich history of Disney
adaptations. Only slightly
disappointing was the absence
of Ariana Grande and John
Legend’s cover of the title
track.
Kimberly Firestine can be
reached at ae.spectator@gmail.
com.

With convenient scheduling and a wide range
of course offerings, EU summer sessions are
a great way to Catch Up, Keep Up and Get Ahead.
Courses available in Art, Business, Criminal Justice,
Education, History, Math, Psychology and more
No application fee
Classes both on-campus and online

2017 SUMMER SESSION SCHEDULE
First Session: May 22 – June 8
Second Session: June 12 – July 13
Third Session: July 17 – August 16

REGISTER THROUGH S.C.O.T.S. AT
MY.EDINBORO.EDU, OR CALL 732-3501
/Edinboro

@Edinboro

@EdinboroU

The List
Highest Grossing
Disney Films
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6. “Pirates: Dead Man’s
Chest“
$423 million
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Sorority Noise bares all in new release Vocals save Ariana from grande disaster
By Kimberly Firestine
Arts Editor

Dark.
It’s the only possible way
to fully describe the content
of the latest Sorority Noise
release, “You’re Not As
_____ As You Think.” The
follow-up to their 2015
release — “Joy, Departed”
— and their third full length
album centers around
themes of death, coping,
inner demons and suicidal
tendencies.
If you’re looking for an
album to help expose the
deepest, darkest caverns of a
lonely mind, this is it.
The lyrical content is
that of someone seriously
suffering and almost makes
you want to ask singer
Cameron Boucher if he’s
doing okay today. Forcing
his vocals through a maze of
distorted guitars and pedal
effects, this could be Boucher
and company’s best release
to date.
The opening track, “No
Halo,” is rather upbeat and
gives us no time to prepare
for the amount of pain and
emotion we’re going to go
through for the next hour.
Mourning the death of
a friend, Boucher sings, “I
slept 8 hours total, I barely
sleep/Maybe that’s why I’ve
been weak/The same things

that plague you still plaguing
me/God called you to fulfill a
vacancy/ I tried to see why it
wasn’t me.”
But “No Halo” is not by
any means the darkest track
on the album.
Second track, “A
Portrait Of,” opens up with
unashamed honesty and
openness about dealing
with mental illness. “I’ve
been feeling suicidal/And if
I need remind you/It’s not
becoming of my heart and
my brain/I was thinking
about how great/It would be
if I could make the tightness
in my chest go away.”
The same theme echoes
throughout the remaining
eight tracks on the album.
Final track “New Room”
brings in roughly cut
vocals and acoustic guitar,
with Boucher’s pain quite
audible. The shortest and
slowest song, Boucher sings,
“I haven’t been spending
enough time alone/Maybe
that’s why I feel like I don’t
have a home/I want to be
all the things that you want
me to be, be/But I can’t, no I
won’t be the thing that helps
you become/All that you
want to, all that you need to
be/And I, I will wait until
you aren’t great anymore/It’s
not fair anymore.”
“You’re Not As _____

Sorority Noise released their sophomore album “You’re Not
As _____ As You Think” March 17 on Triple Crown Records.

As You Think” is the kind
of album that you listen to
when you’re lying on your
bedroom floor at three in the
morning because no matter
where you sit, stand or lay,
nothing beats the feeling of
the carpet scratching against
your skin while you stare
blankly at the ceiling.
It’s the kind of album you
play for someone when you
don’t know how to describe
what you’re feeling, or for
when they don’t understand
how you can say you don’t
feel anything.
It’s the kind of album you
may never want your friends
to be able to relate to. Or
if you do, it’s because it’s a
shared feeling.
“You’re Not As _____ As
You Think” was released on
March 17 on Triple Crown
Records. Sorority Noise is
Boucher (vocals, guitar),
Ryan McKenna (bass,
vocals), Adam Ackerman
(guitar, vocals) and Charlie
Singer (drums).
You can catch Sorority
Noise on tour this spring.
Various legs throughout
the United States include
support from Sinai Vessel,
The Obsessives, Mat Kerekes,
Walter Etc., Forth Wanderers
and Shannen Moser.
Standout tracks: “Car” &
“Leave the Fan On.”
Kimberly Firestine can
be reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com.

Photo: Tribune News Service
Ariana Grande performed in Chicago as part of her ‘Dangerous Woman Tour’ of the U.S.

By Dan Hyman
Chicago Tribune

When it comes to
contemporary pop stars, Ariana
Grande is near the top of the
heap in terms of vocal chops.
Yes, she may be petite, but this
pop star has one mammothsized, shiver-inducing voice.
She’s smartly deployed it at
every turn of her ever-growing,
chart-dominating career there
it is, all floating falsetto and
magnificent melisma, on one
chart-busting, genre-spanning
hit after another.
The question then for Grande
heading into her Tuesday night
concert at the United Center
in Chicago, the latest stop on
the 23-year-old’s “Dangerous
Woman” world tour behind
last year’s album of the same
name, was whether that trusty
instrument of hers was enough
to bear the load of a full-scale
arena show.
Results were mixed. Aside
from a massive projection
screen that lived behind the
stage and stretched the width
of the arena, the production
seemed a bit cheap for a show of
this scale.

It was nothing if not ironic
seeing dollar-store confetti fall
from the ceiling during a song
titled “Greedy.” And watching
Grande stomp around in her
massive stilettos, struggling
to keep time with her cadre
of backing male dancers,
occasionally felt clunky and ill
conceived.
But it doesn’t matter for
this gifted singer: All Grande
needs do to save any such
awkward moment is dial back
the bass and belt out some of
her magnificent vocal runs.
Such was the case on the
mid-’90s Janet Jackson-feeling,
bouncy “Know Better II.” Or
similarly on the saccharine
“One Last Time,” off 2014’s
“My Everything,” presented
with Grande wearing a white
jumpsuit and standing on an
extended catwalk, the stadium
before her bathed in violet hues.
Even better? The singer
stepping to the mic moments
later to perform the showstopping James Bond-style torch
ballad “Leave Me Lonely.” If
Grande ever chooses to go the
Lady Gaga route and get her
jazzy lounge lizard on, expect

killer results.
What surprised most about
Grande’s concert was her
decision to largely play it cool
onstage.
For a millennial pop star
like her, who starred on a
Nickelodeon show, toured
with Justin Bieber, has been
in high-profile relationships
and regularly shares goofy,
down-to-earth moments with
her nearly 100 million followers
on Instagram, in concert
she eschewed the rah-rah
motivational-type speeches of
her peers like Taylor Swift and
instead stuck to singing.
This choice, while perhaps
disappointing to the parents in
attendance with their young
children, will only serve to help
Grande shed any remaining
semblance of teenybopper
runoff she had at the outset of
her music career.
It must be noted, however:
During one instrumental
interlude, a video aimed at
female empowerment displayed
a series of adjectives, including
“gentle,” “sexy” and “sensual,”
followed by the phrase “NOT
ASKING FOR IT.”

Games

5. “Avengers: Age of
Ultron“
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Across
1 Franklin's faith
6 Civil rights org.
11 Nursery offering
14 More than just saber-rattling
15 Not as well
16 Numero __
17 1980 Clint Eastwood film about a Wild
West show
19 Elton's title
20 Forward
21 "Isn't that something"
22 "Hold it right there!"
23 1965 Jerry Lewis/Tony Curtis farce
involving flight attendants
26 Prey for cheetahs
29 Little League airer
30 Fishing spot
31 GPS suggestion
33 Milk source
37 Pro
38 Low-budget cinema ... and, literally, the
four longest puzzle answers
41 Program file ending
42 Two-step, e.g.
44 College URL ending
45 Lyra's brightest star
46 Et __
49 Really dull
51 2005 Christian Bale superhero thriller
55 Jackson 5 hairdo
56 Item under many a top
57 Requiring quarters, briefly
61 __ Mini: Nintendo console
62 2003 Disney animated feature with talking
grizzlies
64 Hip-hop Dr.
65 New York mayor before Koch
66 Top-flight
67 "Of course!"
68 Asp cousin
69 Robert's "Out of Africa" role

Down
1 Puts on gently
2 Basic French verb
3 Victor's cry
4 Shallows hazard
5 Hip dude
6 Tip of a Bic
7 Set straight
8 Claim
9 Tabloid subjects
10 Snoop
11 Rolls with rice
12 Salad bar sliver
13 Bandanna cousin
18 Like challenging push-ups
22 Go on (one's way)
24 Comparison phrase
25 Composer's work
26 Tablet with Mini and Pro versions
27 Flaky mineral
28 Hammer end
32 Genesis matriarch
34 Thought-provoking
35 Army vet
36 Predict using, as tea leaves
38 Banjo legend Fleck
39 "Gotcha, man"
40 Special Olympics founder Shriver
43 Hunter's garb, for short
45 Easily seen
47 Deep-seated
48 Using one's passport, say
50 Didn't sleep quietly
51 Indecent
52 Burning
53 Takes a shot at
54 Cake words Alice abided by
58 Düsseldorf denial
59 Like granola bars
60 W. or LBJ
62 Management major's deg.
63 __ Honor

Answers to last week’s puzzle:

Monday, March 20 – Sunday, March 26, 2017
Aries: March 21 — April 19
The sun is entering your sign, marking the
time of your yearly personal new year. Use
the next four weeks to get your life together.
It's a great time to let go of bad habits or toxic
relationships. In general, you'll find it easier to
make a fresh start.
Taurus: April 20 — May 20
Mars in your sign now will increase your
physical stamina. Focus on losing weight, eating
right and staying busy. At work, be assertive
and show off your skills and talents. In your
personal life, entertain some fresh options and
join some new groups.
Gemini: May 21 — June 21
Spring is here, and you're ready to fall in
love. The equinox energies will make you a little
dreamy. You'll lose yourself to vivid fantasies
about someone special. Or you'll develop a huge
crush on somebody completely new. Fantasizing
can be fun.
Cancer: June 22 — July 22
The moon is opposite your sign, and you
could be questioning your romantic situation.
If you're single, you're wondering whether you
even want to try to date again. If you're with
someone, you could be considering making
some sort of big change. Keep meditating.
Leo: July 23 — Aug. 22
Don't be too quick to dismiss someone. The
moon is reminding you appearances can be
deceiving. You could be attracted to somebody
who isn't your usual type, even if you and this
person clash in an intense way when the two of
you first meet.
Virgo: Aug. 23 — Sept. 22
The moon is helping you to be more
courageous. If there's something you have been
putting off doing, you'll find it easier to face that
challenge. Or if you have been experiencing

difficulty in a relationship, you'll do better
interacting with that individual.
Libra: Sept. 23 — Oct. 23
The sun is moving opposite your sign for a
few weeks, so take it easy. Don't force yourself
into making major decisions. You might not
be seeing a situation too clearly. Consider all of
your options rather than rushing into anything.
Scorpio: Oct. 24 — Nov. 2
You're feeling super sensitive, and you need
to take good care of yourself. The moon is
drawing out some psychic poisons. You need to
release a lot of stuff that no longer serves you.
Hit this spa or the sauna and sweat things out.
Sagittarius: Nov. 22 — Dec. 21
You'll be more clear-headed than you have
been in a while as Saturn helps you to see
your way forward. If you have gotten involved
with unproductive habits, career paths or
relationships, you'll see the truth of the situation
now. Take action accordingly.
Capricorn: Dec. 22 — Jan.19
Don't become too obsessed with your
romance of the moment. You need to remain
more balanced with your energy. The moon says
make sure that you also focus on friendships,
education and work obligations. Avoid letting a
romance drive you crazy.
Aquarius: Jan. 20 — Feb. 18
You're filled with creative ideas as the moon
boosts your powers of imagination. You might
come up with a concept for a screenplay, a book
or an app. Take time to write down your ideas
in case they could be further developed.
Pisces: Feb. 19 — March 20
You're in the mood for love and intimacy
as Neptune makes things super cozy in your
relationship. You'll find it hard to focus on simple
life tasks like chores and work because you're
enjoying a strong bond with somebody special.

The List
Highest Grossing Disney
Films

$459 million

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Inauguration of Edinboro University
President Dr. H. Fred Walker
March 23 | 1 p.m.
Louis C. Cole Auditorium

“Japanese-Americans During WWII”
March 23 | 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Hendricks Hall 100

EU Performing Arts
Diva Jazz Orchestra
March 23 | 7:30 p.m.
Louis C. Cole Auditorium

Ways Women Lead:
Feminist Organizing Principles and
Female Entrepreneurs
March 24 | 9 to 9:50 a.m.
Compton Hall 200

“Being Campus Media” Panel
March 24 | Noon to 12:50 p.m.
Pogue Center Multipurpose Room A

Annual Gmitter Scholarship Exhibition
March 20 to April 2 | 12 to 3 p.m.
Doucette Hall

In The Community
Literary Festival: Dylan Fest
March 23 | 5:30 p.m.
Mercyhurst University
Taylor Little Theatre, Erie

Pauly Shore
March 23-25
Reoccurring schedule
Jr’s Last Laugh Comedy Club, Erie

Erie BayHawks vs. Raptors
March 24 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena, Erie

Men’s Tennis Edinboro
vs. West Liberty University
March 25 | 7 p.m.
Erie, PA

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
La La Land

SHOWTIMES:

March 22-26
Wednesday & Thursday: 8 p.m.
Friday: 5 & 8 p.m.
Saturday: 8 p.m.
Sunday: 2 p.m.
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Sean Russell earns All-American honors, taking seventh in 125
By George Schmidt
Sports Writer

Photos: EU Sports Information

Delande proves to be a tough opponent in the NCAA tournament despite ‘alternate’ tag.

Wisconsin’s tournament success continues

Lonzo Ball rises for a layup against Kent State

By Lindsey Thiry
Los Angeles Times

They’ve been allowed
only to talk about what’s
guaranteed.
Now it’s a sure thing:
UCLA will get its shot
at the matchup it’s had
its eyes on all along
against top-ranked and
undefeated Connecticut.
The Bruins earned it
by routing Texas A&M
on Monday, 75-43, in a
second-round NCAA
tournament game before
a crowd of 2,077 at Pauley
Pavilion.
Kari Korver hit seven
three-point baskets as the
Bruins (25-8), the No. 4
seed in the Bridgeport
Regional, routed the No. 5
Aggies (22-12) in a game
that they led for all 40

minutes.
Afterward the Bruins
were finally allowed to talk
about the 109-consecutivewin giant they’ll face next.
“Super excited,
obviously we really respect
them,” Korver said about
Connecticut after the
game. “They’re a great
team, they’ve been through
multiple years, but any
given night, someone can
win. ... We’re going to give
it all we have.”
Said Jordin Canada:
“There’s a reason why they
are the No. 1 team in the
country. They execute
pretty well, they’re a really
good basketball team. But

See UCLA, B3
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See Wrestling, B3
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UCLA routs Texas A&M

The Edinboro Fighting Scots wrestling team
sent eight qualifiers to the NCAA National
Tournament in St. Louis, with one, Sean
Russell, bringing home All-American honors.
Previously it was reported the Fighting
Scots were sending only seven wrestlers.
However, due to an injury to one of the
competitors in the 157-pound bracket,
redshirt senior Chase Delande was tapped
as the first alternate to compete and fill the
bracket. By the time all the dust settled in St
Louis, the team would place 20th.
DAY 1
During the first round, five wrestlers

won their matches and continued to the
evening session still in the championship
bracket. Korbin Myers, Patricio Lugo and Ty
Schoffstall suffered opening round losses. The
national tournament is a double elimination
setup.
Korbin Myers had a tough draw as he faced
number one seeded Nathan Tomasello of Ohio
State. Myers lost this match by a score of 13-4.
In the evening session, Myers would receive a
win due to medical forfeit by Kevin Devoy of
Drexel.
Lugo lost his opening match to Alex Kocer

Badgers best Nova 65-62
By Jeff Potrykus

Milwaukee Journal
Sentinal
For a few seconds,
Bronson Koenig found
himself reliving a painful
defeat.
“I had flashbacks to
Notre Dame,” Wisconsin’s
senior guard said.
Koenig was referring
to UW’s 61-56 loss to the
Irish last season in the
Sweet 16 in Philadelphia,
a game in which he had
a critical turnover with
three seconds left and the
Badgers trailing by 3.
What sparked the
flashback was a turnover
with 36.4 seconds left in
UW’s 65-62 victory over
top-seeded Villanova in
the second round of the

East Regional Saturday in
Buffalo.
“I got trapped and
I should have taken a
timeout,” Koenig said.
Villanova’s Donte
DiVincenzo stole Koenig’s
pass and was fouled by
Nigel Hayes. DiVincenzo
made the first free throw
to forge a 62-62 tie but
missed the second.
“I was asking God
for him to miss that free
throw,” Koenig said with a
smile, “and luckily he did.”
Hayes followed with a
huge drive, Vitto Brown
came up with a steal and
hit 1 of 2 free throws, and
eighth-seeded UW (27-9)

See Badgers,
B3

Voices

Find us online
Our Viewpoint:
Parents say it to their
children who do not use
their manners, while
partners may say it
during a fight with their
significant other.
Think Before You
Speak, B4
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4. “Finding Dory“
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Edinboro goes 2-2 in recent action, tops Fairmont in extras

Photos: Sports Information

Wefing qualifies for NCAAs
while two Edinboro records fall
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

The Edinboro men’s track and field team
traveled to Charlotte, North Carolina this past
weekend for the 49’er Classic, an event that’s
been a staple in the team’s schedule for some
time. Headlining the meet for the Scots was
junior Corey Wefing and a pair of athletes
from the women’s side; Gabby Schultz and
Lisa Kossmann.
For Wefing, he would double in the
1,500 and 800-meter run, hitting a national
qualifying time in both events. Kossman
found her way into the Edinboro track and
field record books with her performance in
the 200-meter dash. Schultz, on the other
hand, would do the same but in interesting
fashion as she surpassed her own record
distance in the discus throw by six feet.
In total, 16 PSAC qualifying marks would
be met, along with Wefing’s two national
qualifying times, and two school records.
Let’s work through day one’s PSAC
qualifying efforts at the 49’er Classic.
Mostly consisting of preliminary rounds,
day one would have some events finalized,
including sophomore Molly Regan’s seeded
pole vault competition where she would place
12th overall.
Placing 15th and 17th in the 1,500 were
Abbey Peters and Kasey Jones, who returns to
competition with one final season of eligibility
after an injury sidelined her for an extended
period of time.
Day one would also bring both school
records for the Scots. Kossmann, who is a
native of Germany, would break a 3-year-old
record set by Sophie Zielonka, also a native
of the same country. She would also find

herself with a PSAC qualifying time in the
100. Kossmann continued to impress with her
leg in the 4x400-meter dash where she ran an
unofficial 57 second lap.
Schultz’s performance in the discus would
be good enough for the win as she threw for
145’2.25”.
On the men’s side, day one gave newcomer
Trae Smith, of Cameron County High School,
a good day on the field where he threw 184’’1”
in the javelin. An impressive performance
from the freshman was coupled with what the
Scots were able to show on the track in middle
and long distance.
While Wefing made his mark in the 1,500,
three Scots found success in the 5,000 meter
run. Leading the way was sophomore Gene
Baritot with a personal best in the event as he
crossed the line in 14:44.33. Teammate Jared
Hallow would do the same with his time of
15:05.92, while junior Jon Gusew came up
short of his own best time, missing the 15
minute barrier by one second with a time of
15:01.45.
Day two gave the Lady Scots two more
qualifying times at the middle distances when
Abbey Peters found herself another qualifying
time alongside Pia Briger in the 800. The two
were three seconds apart with times of 2:17.19
and 2:20.62.
Schultz came through again in the shot put,
throwing 44 feet and placing fourth overall.
Ben Miller placed sixth in the unseeded
pole vault event at a height of 3.25 meters.
Wefing’s 800-meter run would bring the Scots
their second win for the 49’er classic in a time
of 1:51.94.
Michael Lantinen can be reached at sports.
spectator@gmail.com.

Wefing settles in between opponents early on in the race.
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Wrestling
From B1
of South Dakota State by a score
of 6-5. Lugo would recover
nicely by defeating Eric Barone
of Illinois by a 7-3 margin.
Schoffstall lost his opening
round match to #9 seeded
Myles Amine, of Michigan, by a
score of 6-4. But in the evening
session he would get some
payback, easily defeating Austin
Trott of Gardner-Webb by a 9-2
margin.
In his opening match, Sean
Russell defeated Ibrahim
Bunduka of George Mason by
a tech fall score of 21-3. Then,
in his evening match, he lost
to #10 seed Jack Mueller, of
Virginia, by a score of 5-2.
Delande won his opening
match versus Wyoming’s Archie
Colgan in dominating fashion,
8-2. His fortune would change
by the time the evening session
started when he faced #2 seeded
Michael Kemerer, of Iowa, who
promptly topped Delande by a
score of 22-6.
Austin Matthews drew
Cole Walter of Lehigh for his
first match. Matthews would
defeat him by a 5-2 ledger. In
a rematch of the EWL finals,
Matthews would face Chad
Walsh of Rider. Walsh would
pin Matthews in 35 seconds.
In his first ever NCAA
tournament match, true
freshman Dakota Geer would
face Zach Nevills of Stanford.
Geer would record a tech fall,
topping him 17-0 in under 6

the match.
Drawing #6 seed and
returning NCAA champion
Myles Martin of Ohio State,
Geer had quite the task ahead
of him. Trying to hold his own
throughout the bout, Myles’ fast
paced offense took over and
Geer lost by a score of 12-2.
Sean Russell would fair far
better in the third round as he
defeated Drew Templeman of
Wyoming. Russell outscored
Templeman, 5-2.
Russell would follow that
performance up by defeating
Sean Fausz of North Carolina
State. Russell would handle
him easily by a score of 8-2.
This would send Russell to
All-American status for the first
time in his career.
However, in that next round,
he would face a familiar
McComb dual meet foe in Nick
Piccininni of Oklahoma State.
This time, however, Piccininni
would have his revenge. He
would beat Russell by a score
of 8-2. This sent Russell to
wrestle in the eighth/seventh
place bout. In this match,
Russell faced Nathan Kraisser
of Campbell. Russell dominated
him by a score of 10-3. Placing
him in seventh place overall.
George Schmidt can be
reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.

Lacrosse falls to Slippery Rock 7-3
Sports Information
The Edinboro University women’s lacrosse
team gave undefeated Slippery Rock all it could
handle on Tuesday in their home opener to start
their PSAC season. Despite holding The Rock to a
season-low seven goals, the Fighting Scots ended
up on the short end of a 7-3 decision. Edinboro
fell to 1-4 and 0-1 in PSAC play, while Slippery
Rock improved to 4-0 and 5-0, respectively.
Emily Peters reached the 100 career-goal
milestone on Tuesday, scoring a pair of goals
after entering the contest needing just one goal to
surpass the mark. The senior midfielder moved
into third all-time at Edinboro with 101 career
goals and fifth all-time with 123 career points.
Rachel Olson accounted for the Fighting Scots’
lone other goal for her second score of the season.
Four of Slippery Rock’s goals came on free
position opportunities, as they had nine total for
the contest.
Edinboro was 0-for-3 on free position chances.
The Fighting Scots were successful on 11-of-21
clear attempts, while The Rock fared 13-for-18 on
clears.
Despite causing 11 turnovers and gathering 24
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minutes. Then, as luck would
have it, Geer would draw #3
seeded Sammy Brooks of Iowa.
Brooks would pin Geer in 3
minutes and 44 seconds.
Heavyweight Billy Miller
would get Cory GillilandDaniel of North Carolina.
Miller would defeat GillilandDaniel by a score of 3-2. In the
night cap, Miller would face #5
seed Nick Nevills of Penn State.
Nevills beat Miller by a score
of 6-2.
DAY 2
Day two opened with all
Edinboro wrestlers competing
in the second round of the
consolation bracket. Only
four of the eight wrestlers
would emerge from that match
victorious. Those ending their
season would be Myers, Lugo,
Schoffstall and Miller. All of
which lost by slim margins.
It was Miller’s match against
Jere Heino, of Campbell,
that had the crowd on their
feet, going into sudden death
overtime, like so many of his
matches this year had done.
This time, though, it was Heino
coming out on top, scoring a
takedown to end the match.
Delande would make it to the
third round of the consolation
matches where he would face
Minnesota’s Jake Short. Delande
would lose by major decision,
10-2.
Matthews would face
Brandon Womack, of Cornell,
in the third round of the
consolation matches. Womack
would pin Matthews at a little
over the one minute mark in

By Dan Graham

3. “Rogue One: A Star
Wars Story“

ground balls, Edinboro committed 27 turnovers,
which led to SRU picking up 23 ground balls.
Goals were at a premium in the first half, with
Slippery Rock holding just a 2-1 lead at halftime.
Tia Torchia and Chynna Chan opened the scoring
with goals to give The Rock a 2-0 lead with 20:44
to play in the first half. Peters got Edinboro on
the board at 19:00 to cut SRU’s lead to one, which
would end up being the last score of the half.
The Rock got a boost in the second half
by scoring five straight goals over nearly an
18-minute span to take a 7-1 lead with 8:28
to play. Olson cut The Rock’s lead to five after
bouncing a shot past goalie Emily Bitka with 7:33
to play, while Peters tallied the final score of the
contest with 4:54 to play.
Chan and Bre Vodde paced Slippery Rock with
two goals apiece. Abby Culhan, Caitlyn Palladino
and Torchia each had one goal, while Shyanna
Toomer added one assist.
Goalkeeper Paige Skinner recorded 10 saves
and a match-high six ground balls as she fell to
1-4 on the year. Bitka finished with seven saves to
improve to 5-0 on the year.
Head coach Caitlin Formato’s team is back in
action on Saturday, March 25, when they travel to
face Bloomsburg in a PSAC contest at 1:00 p.m.

Wisconsin
From B1
completed an impressive comeback to
move into the Sweet 16 for the fourth
consecutive season.
UW faces No. 4 Florida (26-8) at
approximately 9 p.m. Central on Friday
at Madison Square Garden. Thirdseeded Baylor (27-7) faces No. 7 South
Carolina (24-10) at 6:30 p.m. in the other
regional semifinal.
The loss to the Irish bothered the
players for months because UW led by
nine points in the first half, by eight in
the second and was outscored, 8-0, in the
final 19 seconds.
Following a rough stretch, the No.
8 Wisconsin Badgers defeated No.
9 Virginia Tech and No. 1 Villanova
to reach the Sweet 16 for the fourth
consecutive season.
Obscured by that loss, however, is
the fact that the Badgers have overcome
second-half deficits in three of their four
NCAA Tournament victories in the last
two seasons.
The Badgers trailed by five against
Pittsburgh in their opener last season
before winning, 47-43. They trailed
Xavier by nine before winning, 66-63,
on Koenig’s 3-pointer at the buzzer.
They trailed Villanova by seven, with 5
minutes 27 seconds left but closed on a
15-5 run.
And don’t forget that, led by Koenig
and Hayes, UW made winning play after
winning play down the stretch to pull
away from Virginia Tech in the opening
round.
UW, led by four senior starters,
generally finds ways to flourish with the
game on the line.
“It’s just never losing poise, never
getting rattled,” Koenig said. “That
is something we’ve talked about
throughout the tournament. It is
something we take pride in.”
ESPN analyst Dan Dakich pointed
to the No. 1 reason for UW’s late-game
success — experience.
Hayes and Koenig have played in 16
NCAA Tournament games apiece and
UW is 13-3 in those games.

Fellow seniors Vitto Brown (11) and
Zak Showalter (10) have appeared in
a combined 21 NCAA Tournament
games.
“Look, the seeding was ridiculous,”
Dakich said during ESPN’s “College
GameDay” show, referring to UW being
seeded No. 8. “They’ve got clutch guys.
Bronson Koenig has been doing this. ... I
coached against him in AAU and he was
doing it in AAU.
“We had to put three guys on him, for
crying out loud...
“And Hayes really has been the
difference in this tournament. Hayes has
gone on the block. He played from the
free-throw line down.”
In contrast, Florida’s players are
learning as they go.
Senior guard Kasey Hill (9.7 ppg,
4.5 apg) entered the season as the
only player on the team with NCAA
Tournament experience. He played in
five games on the team that reached
the Final Four in 2014 before losing to
Connecticut.
The Gators started two seniors, two
sophomores and a junior in their two
NCAA Tournament games, an 80-65
victory over East Tennessee State and a
65-39 victory over Virginia.
Youth hasn’t been an issue.
“They’ve played basketball before,”
Hill said of his younger teammates.
“They’ve been playing basketball all their
life. They’ve just got to keep doing that,
and we’ll be fine.”
Hayes and Koenig learned from
the veterans on the 2014 and ‘15 Final
Four teams. UW overcame second-half
deficits against Oregon and Arizona in
2014 and against North Carolina and
Kentucky in 2015.
“You have all types of your ranking
systems, statistic, analytics guys that
they put out,” Hayes said. “The thing
is with all those algorithms, they can’t
calculate heart, will to win, toughness,
desire. They can’t put that into a formula
to come out with a percentage chance to
win, and that’s the things that we have.
The things that we’ve grown with.”

Gennady Golovkin sways in win
against Daniel Jacobs Saturday
By Lance Pugmire
Los Angeles Times

With negotiations scheduled to resume this
week for a Canelo Alvarez-Gennady Golovkin
fight, promoter Oscar De La Hoya indicated
Golovkin’s narrow victory over Daniel Jacobs
did nothing to increase his “B” side value in the
potential middleweight title bout.
De La Hoya told the Los Angeles Times in a
Monday telephone interview that he believes
the chances of striking a deal with Golovkin
promoter Tom Loeffler for the bout “decrease”
because of Golovkin’s showing in a 115-112,
115-112, 114-113 unanimous-decision triumph at
Madison Square Garden.
Loeffler has already attempted to counteroffer a previous offer by De La Hoya to stage the
bout, and De La Hoya indicated his preferred
purse split isn’t likely to budge after Jacobs (32-2)
landed more power punches on Golovkin (37-0,
33 knockouts) and won the final three rounds on
two judges’ scorecards after surviving a fourthround knockdown.
Golovkin’s 23-fight knockout streak ended in
his 18th consecutive middleweight-title triumph.
“Not that (Golovkin’s value) went down,” De La
Hoya said. “I just feel that given today’s market,
I really feel that GGG’s side has to be more than
fair to make this fight.
“I actually believe (the percentages of making
the fight) decrease. It all depends on the
negotiations — and we’ll continue talks — but
now obviously we clearly know who the ‘A’ side
is and that’s obviously Canelo. So I’m going to
instruct my president, Eric Gomez, to continue
talks and, hopefully, it can get done, but I strongly
feel Canelo is obviously the ‘A’ side and there’s no
doubt about it.”
Alvarez (48-1-1, 34 KOs), a former twodivision champion and Mexico’s most popular

fighter, will meet countryman Julio Cesar Chavez
Jr. May 6 at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas in an
HBO pay-per-view bout that is expected to far
out-sell Golovkin-Jacobs.
Buy it or not, De La Hoya said his original
opinion that Alvarez, 26, can defeat Golovkin, 34,
didn’t change much despite Saturday’s result.
“I’ve always been confident in Canelo’s
abilities,” De La Hoya said. “He’s only getting
stronger. He’s only getting faster. He hasn’t
peaked. And he’s looking very strong, especially
at this weight. I’ve always stated Canelo is a
superior fighter than most, if not all fighters, out
there and it will be an explosive, terrific fight.”
Jacobs provided two valuable blueprints to
Alvarez. First, he packed on nearly 20 pounds
after his Friday weigh-in and withstood
Golovkin’s power.
De La Hoya said Jacobs’ most glaring mistake
was not trusting his strength earlier.
“Jacobs gave Golovkin too much respect. I’ve
always said if you’re a fighter who gets into great
shape, you can handle any pressure, any type of
punch from anybody,” De La Hoya said. “You
have to be in shape to stand toe to toe, and that’s
the mistake Jacobs made: In the second half of
the fight, he did terrific, but in the first half of the
fight, he gave Golovkin too much respect.
“Mark my words: When Canelo and Golovkin
gets made, Canelo’s not going to respect him one
bit. Right from the start.”
De La Hoya said it’s good for boxing that
Jacobs has asserted himself as a valued player in
the division, but the promoter maintained he will
try to make Alvarez-Golovkin first.
“We’re ready to make this fight. We want to
make this fight,” De La Hoya said. “Now we have
to wait and see what happens with Chavez on
May 6.”

UCLA
From B1
at the moment we’re focused on what we
can do better.”
Against Texas A&M, UCLA did
almost everything right.
The Bruins set a fast pace, played
defense, and continued a hot shooting
streak — 56.6 percent from the field —
that started in a first-round rout over
Boise State. But their rebounding, for a
second consecutive game, left room for
improvement.
They’ll have to match that level of
play, and then some, if they want to take
down the Huskies.
“We’re playing in the Sweet 16,” coach
Cori Close said. “I think that has to be
really delineated.
“So many people go, ‘Oh my gosh
we are playing UConn,’ — well, we are
playing in a Sweet 16 game. ... It’s really
important that we keep that focus: ‘What
do we do well? How do we play to our
strengths? What did we learn from this
weekend? What are the couple of tweaks
that we can make so that we can play
closest to our potential?’ I think our
mental framework is the most important
thing going into this next game.
Obviously UConn has our respect.”
UCLA jumped to a 9-2 lead in the
first quarter against the Aggies behind
the red-hot Korver, who quickly made

two threes, scoring 18 of her 21 points in
the first half.
“That was probably my hottest college
game,” Korver said. “I usually try not to
show that much excitement, but I was
pretty pumped up.”
In the second quarter the Aggies
appeared gassed and Close motioned
for her team to keep running. Korver
knocked down four three-point shots
and Monique Billings, who finished with
12 points, became a force in the post.
The Bruins led, 42-21, by halftime.
A slow start in the second half quickly
turned around when Canada made a
couple of layups, Billings made three
consecutive shots and Korver hit another
three. UCLA led, 57-31, with 3:24 to play
in the third quarter and the celebration
inside Pauley Pavilion was on.
Canada notched her second doubledouble of the tournament and finished
with 21 points and 11 assists.
UCLA won its first- and secondround games by 27 and 32 points,
respectively.
The next game won’t come so easy.
“My goal is to try to lead our players
when their best is needed,” Close said.
“Whether the score reflects that or not,
I’ll live with that.”
For the Bruins, they’ll hope the score
reflects a history-making win next
Saturday.
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Our Viewpoint
By Hannah McDonald
Voices Editor

Weight of words

It’s a phrase many have heard countless times,
yet, as one moves into adulthood, it can easily
be forgotten. That is, forgotten until it’s too late.
It is used to scold, but also to make someone
yield the flow of words and consider the weight
of what he or she is about to say. Parents say it
to their children who do not use their manners,
while partners may say it during a fight with
their significant other.
Think before you speak.
It depends on who one is as a person, if they
hear this phrase often or not. For some people —
for whom the majority of his or her conversation
happens in the mobile world — it is a very rare
phrase. During a text conversation, for example,
there is usually not a place to say this. Even more
so, with the ability to retype text messages before
“Send,” delete tweets, or even edit Facebook
posts, there’s more chances to censor oneself,
unlike face-to-face interaction.
Speaking without thinking can lead to immense consequences. These can be both positive
and negative in one’s personal and professional
lives. Usually, when thinking of examples for this
phrase, it is in the personal world that come to
mind the most.
The consequences of not thinking can range
from a simple misunderstanding leading to a
fight, and from a few hurt feelings leading to the
ending of a relationship. The muscle twitches of
one’s tongue, lips and cheeks, which take mere
seconds to create, have the potential to inflict
massive amounts of damage. Words have meanings that can change situations, outcomes and
emotions in an instant.
Thumb muscles also have the ability to form
these words. Technology, despite those previously mentioned stoppages, has given humans the
ability to write and send these thoughts as fast as
one can say them. The impact of this increases
drastically when the medium of communication
changes from text messaging to social media

posts.
Here, the bridge between private and public
lives often becomes flooded and muddied. One’s
online presence can be accessed by individuals
all over the world in an instant. This opens the
door for more hurt feelings and more arguments.
The access to these public statements also
creates more of an opportunity for people to find
fault in the words of others.
As such a broad idea, it can be hard to imagine what this looks like, but if one wants to see an
example, all he or she has to do is look to a news
station. Each day it seems that there is a case of
someone speaking without thinking first.
Donald Trump, president of the United States,
is no stranger to this. For the first time in history,
the president’s main form of communication
with the world is Twitter.
There is no point in discussing specific
occurrences regarding Trump’s troublesome
binge-tweeting, because there is a large possibility that by the time of print something new will
have happened. A pattern can definitely be seen,
though, when looking at the larger picture.
After each mishap in Trump’s tweet-sprees,
the White House team and the press have been
playing cleanup for him. Trump has created
political strife with the use of this Twitter account
and probably will again. His famous style of
rapid-fire, accusatory tweets are known for the
damage they inflict on the public opinion of the
president and his adversaries alike. And trust me,
he’s not deleting them (although he may edit an
embarrassing misspelling and repost).
It is in the negative consequences of these
statements that the importance of thinking
before one speaks becomes clear. With a little
planning, a moment of reflection and a little
research, the statements could actually be helpful
instead of wreaking so much havoc.
The presidency gives Trump more defense
in these times where thought is disregarded
before one opens his or her mouths or online
profiles. For a run-of-the-mill journalist or
citizen, though, a slip of words like this can crush

a career.
By not thinking before speaking (or publishing, in the case of a journalist), information that is false or malicious can be released
accidentally. This can result in not only the
loss of a job but also the loss of trust in the
field entirely.
This trust can be lost in his or her personal
life as well. Once one is shown as a spreader
of false information or is known as someone
who says cruel things about others, one’s
personal life may be hurt. Even if it was a mistake, that kind of reputation is very difficult
to change. It is hard to trust someone on a
personal level after they publicly caused harm
by misspeaking.
Unfortunately, these situations cannot be
undone in either a personal or professional
life. Words cannot be taken back. That is
another troubling trait about them. Once they
are brought into the world, they are set to stay.
A post, even if deleted, can be captured prior
in a screenshot.
The biggest thing to do to solve this would
be to go back in time and think before one
speaks. If this is done, the charge of the words’
ripple effect can be changed from negative to
positive. The impact can leave one elevated by
the power of words instead of crushed by the
weight of them.
For those who have grown out of the age
where parents instruct them to take a moment
of reflection, or those who are operating on
the digital front and don’t have anyone to
make them pause, it is important to practice
thinking before speaking on one’s own. It is a
skill that can save jobs and relationships. It is a
practice that can make the difference between
doing something positive and destroying
something. And it is a phrase that can make
an immeasurable difference in the world of
words.
Hannah McDonald can be reached at voices.
spectator@gmail.com.

Erie School District’s educational
inequity sparks community outrage
By JoAllie Paluchak
Staff Writer

The Erie School District
has been fighting a losing
battle to stay afloat financially
for years; however, the social
implications of this deficit are
starting to adversely distress
its youth. To date, the district
is facing debt estimated at $10
million.
Although this is not
news to the community,
Superintendent Jay Badams
has recently spoken about
various plans of action for the
2017-2018 school year, as they
look to close the growing fiscal
gap.
Undoubtedly, teacher
positions have already been
compromised and this
trend will continue, thereby
causing concern for Edinboro
education students looking for
work placement in the near
area.
More than just job
reductions and the potential
of certain positions being
eliminated, Badams also stated
possible budget options that
include exiling music and art
classes, full day kindergarten,
school library changes, and
shutting down at least one
high school.
By cutting these programs
and shrinking the number
of schools, the district would
be able to make headway on

repairing the deficit.
To address this issue at a
mere economic standpoint,
the solution is simple, cut
the smaller classrooms
and compile them into one
larger class, cut faculty, cut
educational field trips, cut
spending on superficial items
like music or art supplies, cut
as much as possible but still
make the institution passable
for state guidelines.
However, what does this
resolution subliminally tell
the students about their city,
their school, their teachers and
themselves?
It tells the youth things like
creativity not being congruent
to book smarts.
As demonstrated by decades
of social history, the arts
traditionally are not valued in
the same realm as being able
to pass standardized tests in
math, science and writing.
Thus, imputing that there is
only one way to be smart and
that is through passing state
tests.
I would assert that one
is not being better or worse
than the other, they are
just different; however,
understanding that distinction
is non- normative in our
western culture of education.
We value producing passing
grades and tests over art work
and musical compositions.
Imagine how a student who

is very talented in art and
expresses themselves that way
would think of themselves and
their abilities when they are
told, “Sorry, we just can’t afford
art.” Their self-worth, potential
and value of their work are
completely destroyed; they
simply aren’t worth the money.
As adamantly as I protest
these heinous budget cuts,
I understand they are most
likely going to occur in one
form or another due to the
enormous crisis the district
is in.
So what do we do?
It is our job as college
students and privileged
individuals who had access to
these programs in the past to
provide support to the affected
youth.
May it be through guidance
and wisdom we share with
them, through starting our
own projects, or through
merely telling the students
their talents outside of school
are important and valued.
The reality is they are our
future, all of them, regardless
of their test scores.
What a shame it would be to
let the next Picasso or Mozart
slip through the cracks of the
system simply because no one
was there to tell them there are
other ways to be brilliant.
JoAllie Paluchak can be
reached at voices.spectator@
gmail.com

EPA casualty in war on science
By St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Tribune News Service

Scott Pruitt, the new administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, recently touched
off the most easily predicted firestorm in agency
history when he announced on CNBC that he
does not believe carbon dioxide is a primary
contributor to global warming.
“I think that measuring with precision human
activity on the climate is something very challenging to do and there’s tremendous disagreement about the degree of impact, so no, I would
not agree that it’s a primary contributor to the
global warming that we see,” he told CNBC on
March 9. “But we don’t know that yet. We need
to continue the debate and continue the review
and the analysis.”
The rise in atmospheric carbon dioxide has
been inexorable since the beginning of the industrial age, when human beings began burning
fossil fuel at ever-increasing rates.
The EPA’s own webpage states flatly (for the
time being) that “Carbon dioxide is the primary
greenhouse gas that is contributing to recent
climate change.” Generations yet unborn will pay
the price for Pruitt’s willful ignorance.
No one familiar with Pruitt’s record as
Oklahoma’s attorney general should have been
surprised by his remark. He filed 14 lawsuits
against the EPA challenging various agency rules
and regulations that bothered the oil and gas
industry, which controls politics in Oklahoma.
President Trump named Pruitt to head the EPA

precisely because he shared Pruitt’s facts-bedamned attitude.
Pruitt and Trump are making policy that
defies settled science.
For starters, they’re pulling the U.S. out of the
Paris accords on climate change; abandoning the
Obama administration’s Clean Power Plan that
places restrictions on coal-burning power plants;
threatening to roll back mileage standards for
American-made cars and trucks; and abandoning the Obama administration’s Waters of the
United States rule. It’s settled science that what
goes into a small stream eventually makes its way
into a large stream, usually by way of municipal
drinking water systems. All of these changes
would save industries money, but all would make
the air and water dirtier and more dangerous.
The Trump administration, in service of its
goal of raising military spending by $52 billion,
hopes to cut the EPA’s $8.2 billion budget by 31
percent. Congress is unlikely to go along with
that, because here’s the EPA’s dirty little secret:
Most of EPA’s spending isn’t on climate change
research, though that will certainly be gone.
Most of its money is spent on grants to state and
local governments for a variety of clean water,
clean air and environmental cleanup programs.
Grants to small-town and big city water and sewage systems and industrial site cleanups would
be reduced.
Out where people live, they like clean air and
water. If Republicans gut the EPA budget, they’ll
find that out.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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More sorrow than fun
caused by the college
binge drinking culture
Fifteen Year Career

Interested in investing? Learn the basics
By Fru-fru

Contributing Writer
When Fru-fru last left you, we had
discussed methods of saving money with the
goal of saving 50 percent of your income,
while living off the other half, in order
to achieve early retirement or financial
independence.
If you choose to live this frugal lifestyle,
you’ll soon find a nice pile of cash building
underneath your feet. But you shouldn’t let
this pile just sit around, you should put it to
work for you, i.e. investing!
Many are turned off from investing because
it sounds scary, risky or otherwise a boring
activity left to money nerds.
But I’m here to say that you, average Joe,
should be the active manager of your money.
It’ll save you fees, doesn’t have to be risky, and
overall is a fun and valuable experience.
Fru-fru’s principles for investing:
•
Do not invest in actively managed
accounts. Actively managed accounts
are run by investment professionals
and while this sounds legitimate,
there are additional fees to cover
the service these investors provide,
reducing your rate of return. And
despite claims by investment firms,
investment professionals on average
do not beat the stock market. Investors
like Warren Buffet are the exception,

not the rule.
Instead, focus your investments
on index funds (Warren Buffet
actually recommends this tactic for
new investors). Index funds are not
actively managed as their return is
directly tied to the performance of the
stock market as a whole. Thus, what
you’re essentially betting on is the
continuation of the global economy.
Gains in boom times far outweigh
times of recession and the average
return is 7 percent.
•
Since your return is 7 percent and
3 percent is eaten on average by
inflation, you can safely withdraw
4 percent from your investments
without hurting the health of your
account.
And that’s Fru-fru’s basic investing advice!
If you’re intrigued by this approach, look up
index fund investing online.
Next week we’ll further discuss
withdrawing from your investments and how
the 4 percent withdrawal rate can tell you
when you’re financially independent.
Fru-fru can be reached at voices.
spectator@gmail.com
•

By Louis Post-Dispatch
Tribune News Service

On March 3, 23-year-old Jonathan
Morales, a student at the University of
Illinois in Champaign-Urbana, died when
he fell from a fourth-floor balcony after
drinking with friends to celebrate a student
tradition known as “Unofficial St. Patrick’s
Day.” He probably would be alive today,
instead of being mourned by his family, had
a culture of binge drinking not been allowed
to flourish, virtually unchallenged, across
America’s campuses.
Forty percent of college students
acknowledge that they binge drink,
frequently to the point of blacking out. The
combination of alcohol familiarity and social
pressure to drink as a way of loosening
inhibitions is taking a heavy toll on the
intellectual and social lives of students.
The National Institute on Alcohol, Abuse
and Alcoholism provides some frightening
annual statistics regarding drinking and
college students ages 18 to 24.
The research shows about 1,825
college students die from alcohol-related
unintentional injuries, including motorvehicle crashes. 696,000 students are
assaulted by other students who have been
drinking. Nearly 100,000 students report
experiencing alcohol-related sexual assault
or date rape.
More students than ever before say they
drink to get drunk, choose hard liquor over
beer and drink before social events. Many
acknowledge their goal is to black out. With
a wealth of information about the dangers
of excessive drinking, and strategies for

successful intervention and prevention, why
has campus drinking escalated into a public
health crisis?
Lack of enforcement is a major part of the
problem. Many colleges refuse to crack down
on students’ easy access to cheap alcohol or
change lenient attitudes toward underage
drinking. Administrators are reluctant
to tangle with university boosters and
alumni who defend rituals where drinking
easily gets out of control. They also don’t
have established relationships with local
politicians, bar owners and law enforcement
to enlist them to enforce existing laws and
end the culture of impunity.
In the wake of Morales’ death, University
of Illinois officials are working with local
law enforcement to end the Unofficial St.
Patrick’s Day celebration, which many
recognize as an excuse for students to get
drunk on a day other than March 17, which
historically falls during the school’s break.
The event attracts students from across the
country. Public and private-sector employees
say they can’t do much to discourage legalage adults from drinking when and where
they want. That’s a tired excuse.
Most communities have laws about
outdoor drinking, keeping open liquor
bottles in cars and over-serving customers.
Though business owners might object, it’s
clearly time to enforce the law. Stop the
weeknight bar specials and giveaways that
attract business by encouraging students
to get an early start on weekend boozeguzzling.
The college experience should be
remembered, not mourned.

All get in line, the long promised wall is coming
By Carolina A. Miranda
Los Angeles Times

International engineering corporations, boutique architectural
firms and tiny mom-and-pop builders with names like LokoKoko are lining up to help build President Trump’s border wall,
despite the fact that Mexico has said it won’t pay for it and polls
show that many Americans don’t want it.
Since the Department of Homeland Security placed a presolicitation notice on the Federal Business Opportunities website
in late February for “the design and build of several prototype
wall structures in the vicinity of the United States border Mexico,”
more than 600 interested vendors across the country have signed
on.
Kevin Rouhani of Meridian Precast Inc., a Los Angeles
company that produces prefabricated walls and concrete panels
and has worked on government infrastructure such as transit
stations in California’s Bay Area, says he is keeping an eye on the
specifications of the project to see if it might suit his company.
“Any big project in general that has some sort of potential, we’ll
follow and see if it has anything for us,” said Rouhani.
Halbert Construction, near San Diego, which has experience
working with the federal government including projects at the
U.S.-Mexico border, is also listed as an interested vendor. The
company worked on a small pedestrian bridge that connects San
Diego with Tijuana and built a small stretch of fence around the
border station.
“If it’s going to happen, we would like a piece of it,” said
Halbert project coordinator Jimmy Benavente, shortly after the
presolicitation was posted. “We try not to bring our political
beliefs into it.”
Certainly, the wall is one of the most politically divisive
architectural projects to be proposed by a president.
At least six in 10 U.S. voters oppose it, according to a poll
released by Quinnipiac University late last month. Rep. Will
Hurd, R-Texas, whose district includes 800 miles of U.S.Mexico border, came out against it. And on Tuesday, Sen. Claire
McCaskill, a ranking member of the Senate Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs Committee, sent a letter to Homeland
Security chief John F. Kelly, asking how the DHS planned to pay
for the wall. (Budgets for the project have been estimated to run
from $15 billion to $40 billion.)
That same day, Politico reported that the Trump
administration was considering cuts to the Coast Guard and the
Transportation Security Administration, among other agencies,
to help fund the project — which drew an outcry from critics.
And there has been the hastiness in the design process.
The pre-solicitation had stated that a more formal call for
entries would go online on March 8 and that concept papers
would be due four days later — providing 96 hours to design a
prototype for what could serve as the model of one of the biggest
infrastructure projects in American history.
This week, DHS slightly delayed and extended that deadline.
The formal solicitation will instead go online sometime around
Wednesday, and concept papers will be due five days later.
The revised post also noted that the government was seeking a
wall that was “nominally 30 feet tall, that will meet requirements
for aesthetics, anti-climbing, and resistance to tampering or
damage.”
The mere mention of the word “aesthetics” had the art and
design types tittering on Twitter; a reporter for Talking Points
Memo noted that the word may be a nod toward Trump’s
continual use of the words “big, beautiful” when describing the
wall.
Regardless of how attractive it may look, the construction of
the U.S.-Mexico border wall is no ordinary infrastructure project.
There’s its massive scale. Trump wants a “contiguous, physical
wall” along all 2,000 miles of border with Mexico, which means
a whole lot of steel and concrete (not to mention construction
jobs).
And there’s a 47-year-old treaty with Mexico that dictates
that no structure can interfere with the flow of cross-border
waterways, such as the Rio Grande.

There are also the environmental concerns; a contiguous
structure could affect more than 111 endangered species, as well
as various wildlife refuges and protected wetlands.
For some in the design community, the wall has raised all
kinds of ethical issues. Last year, the architectural website
ArchDaily generated an outcry when it announced a competition
titled “Building the Border Wall?” One architect called for a
boycott of the site in response. Others wondered whether the
competition encouraged xenophobia. And a lengthy piece in
the New Republic explored whether the competition missed the
point on the border’s more pressing needs, such as municipal
infrastructure for the informal settlements known as colonias.
Design and architecture writer Kriston Capps, who has been
following the topic of the wall’s design and construction closely
on the urbanism website Citylab, wrote in one essay that “any
company (or companies) picked for the job faces a sincere
reputational risk.”
“’No Ban, No Wall’ has emerged as a rallying cry for Muslim
and Latino communities and their allies at protests held across
the nation,” he adds. “The firm that wins the final (request for
proposals) may also earn undesirable exposure from activists.”
The attention the project has received has made some
companies press shy. One project manager at a small construction
company in Alta Loma said, “I’m not sure it’s something we really
want to engage in.”
Benavente says he tries to “look past” the issue of politics: “It’s
been a topic since the political race started, and in our office,
political beliefs aside, we like to keep our doors open.”
And while it’s too early to talk design, he notes that it’s not
going to be easy to build.
“A 30-foot building, that’s not hard,” says Benavente. “But a
30-foot-tall wall, that’s another story. I could put it up on firm
ground pretty easy. But if you’re dealing with desert or a lake bed,
it’s going to get more difficult.
“It’s not like you take two pieces of wood, fill it with concrete
and then we’re good,” he adds. “It takes a lot more engineering
than that.”
Rod Hadrian oversees Hadrian Construction in Carlsbad,
Calif., and he says the wall controversies don’t concern him.
“I’m an older gentleman,” he says, “I know cement.”
He’s more interested in pitching a synthetic panel system
employed by his company that might offer a more efficient
construction method than pouring cement in place all along
2,000 miles of border.
Plus, there’s his last name — which he shares with the Roman
emperor who built a massive wall in what is now northern

England. He’s never visited Hadrian’s Wall, but he notes that his
high school Latin teacher once gave him a passing grade based on
his last name.
“If I tried to market this, I could probably use my name,” he
jokes.
One of the more unusual vendors to appear on the presolicitation list was a small, bicoastal design studio called
JuneJuly, founded by architects Jake Mata-tyaou, who is based in
Los Angeles, and Kyle Hoven-kotter, in New York. Ma-tatyaou
is on the faculty at SCI-Arc, the Southern California Institute of
Architecture in downtown Los Angeles; Hovenkotter teaches at
Columbia University and the Pratt Institute, among others.
“We’re interested in conversations around the future of cities,
especially with respect to borders,” says Hovenkotter. “We think
we want to approach this project as honestly as we can.”
In the past, the pair has worked on a conceptual project, titled
“Approaching Borders,” that tries to subvert the infrastructure
of the border so that it becomes a point of linkage, rather than
separation. For example: placing two-way video feeds at points
along the wall so that people at the border can connect visually
with people in other cities such as Washington, New York and
Mexico City —a way of using the tools of surveillance to connect.
“If we begin with the fact that we’re building a hard border,
something physical and material, we start with the question,
‘What is an aesthetically aware, humanitarianly minded
thing?” asks Matatyaou. “Can it have a more humane interface
than something that is just technical and tactical and is about
demarcation and territorialization?”
Are they concerned about the ethics of working on such a
controversial piece of infrastructure?
“In an ideal world,” states Matatyaou, “there would be no
border, and certainly, no wall.
“Borders already exist far removed from walls that
circumscribe territorial boundaries,” he adds. “Walls, material or
otherwise, exist within every American city.”
Adds Hovenkotter: “I take a post-national position. I think
the nation-state is a kind of outdated construct. And I think they
are creating more political problems than solutions. But I also
understand that if there is a system in which to play, you might
want to play in it and make the best of it.”
Whatever gets built, Benavente of Halbert notes that “nothing
is going to be foolproof.”
“Unless you’re putting a wall that’s 200 feet tall and 100 feet
underground,” he says, “there are people who are going to tunnel
under or create mobile structures to advance over the top.”

Photo: Marcus Yam/Tribune News Service

Protestors hold hands outside the Republican National Convention in Cleveland in July 2016.
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UC Berkeley finds first female chancellor in former Smith president
By Teresa Watanabe
and Rosana Xia
Los Angeles Times

A former president
of Smith College, Carol
T. Christ, was selected
Monday to become the next
chancellor of the University
of California, Berkeley,
the nation’s leading public
research university.
If approved this week by
the UC Board of Regents,
Christ will be the 11th
chancellor of UC Berkeley
and the first woman to lead
the campus, University of
California President Janet
Napolitano said. Christ
currently serves as the
school’s interim executive
vice chancellor and provost.
She will succeed Nicholas
Dirks, who announced
his resignation in August
after widespread criticism
from faculty and students
over his handling of sexual
misconduct cases, a budget
crisis and other campus
issues.
The appointment comes
at a “pivotal time in the
campus’ storied history,”
Napolitano said, in
announcing her nomination.
“From among the many
highly qualified candidates
for the position, Carol’s
exceptional leadership and
strategic planning skills,
her deep commitment
to the university’s
core values, her many
academic and professional
accomplishments, as well as
her deep knowledge of, and
affection for, UC Berkeley
stood out.”
Christ, who has been
praised as a tireless
champion for gender
equality and diversity, was
a popular choice among
faculty. On Monday,

she acknowledged the
responsibility she faced in
leading the campus through
challenging times.
“It is a small way to give
back for everything the
university has given me,”
she said in a statement. “My
experience at Berkeley has
been transformational; it
formed my ideas of higher
education and it formed my
ideals of higher education.”
Tsu-Jae King Liu, a UC
Berkeley vice provost and
microelectronics professor
who led the search team’s
faculty subcommittee,
pointed to Christ’s academic
accomplishments as well as
her reputation as a “seasoned
administrative leader who
has the respect and trust of
the Berkeley faculty.”
“She is readily accessible,
profoundly thoughtful
and open to new ideas and
transparently decisive,” Liu
said. “Her deep knowledge
and appreciation for our
university’s traditions of
access, excellence and
shared governance, her
championship of diversity
and inclusion, her genuine
concern for student welfare
and outreach to alumni and
the local community will
serve as the bedrock of her
leadership.”
Christ, a renowned
scholar in Victorian
literature, began her UC
Berkeley career in 1970 as
an assistant professor. At
a time when about three
percent of the faculty were
women, Christ stood out.
By 1985, she was chair of
the English department.
She was appointed dean of
humanities three years later,
and in 1989, became provost
and dean of the College of
Letters and Science.
By the 1990s, she was

named executive vice
chancellor, the highestranking female administrator
on campus. She left Berkeley
in 2002 for Northampton,
Mass., where she led Smith
College until her retirement
in 2013.
But academia continued
to call. She returned to UC
Berkeley in 2015 to lead the
campus’ Center for Studies
in Higher Education. The
following year, she agreed
to take up her former role
of executive vice chancellor
and provost on an interim
basis, overseeing day-today operations and finances
as well as all academic
programs for the campus’
27,000 undergraduate
students, 10,000 graduate
students and 1,500 full-time
faculty.
Her selection this week
follows a tumultuous period
under Dirks, who has been
under a UC investigation
for alleged misuse of public
funds and the personal use
of a fitness trainer without
payment. Dirks, who took
the reins at Berkeley in 2013
and agreed to stay on as
chancellor until a successor
was found, has declined to
comment on the charges.
A petition expressing
discontent with Dirks was
signed last summer by
more than 45 distinguished
professors, including former
Academic Senate leaders,
members of the National
Academy of Sciences,
department chairs and heads
of research units. Some
faculty members considered
calling for a vote of no
confidence in him if he did
not resign.
Dirks, a distinguished
professor of history and
anthropology specializing in
South Asian studies, has said

Photo: Tribune News Service
Carol T. Christ, the former president of Smith College, was approved to be the 11th chancellor
of UC Berkeley. Christ is the first female chancellor in UC Berkeley school history.
he will return to teaching
and research at Berkeley.
Christ is the second new
UC chancellor to be named
this year. The regents last
month approved Napolitano’s
choice of Gary May, a
Georgia Tech dean and UC
Berkeley alumnus, to head
UC Davis. May will take over
in August, replacing Linda
Katehi, who resigned last

year after a UC investigation
into allegations of conflicts
of interest found that she
violated multiple university
policies and misled her
superiors, the public and the
media.
The most pressing issue
facing the new chancellor
is a major budget crisis,
which amounted to $150
million last year, or six

percent of the campus’
annual operating budget.
The financial squeeze
has been driven by past
cutbacks in state funding,
several years of tuition
freezes, increases in pension
and health care costs, and
growing investments in
capital projects, primarily for
seismic safety.

White supremacy on the rise
post-election on campuses
By Amir Vera

The Virginian-Pilot | Tribune News Service
In the past year, students at Old Dominion
University have seen fliers promoting Nazism
pop up on campus and a video of a woman
wearing a sweatshirt with the college’s logo
encourage the mass killing of black people.
Hours after the video went viral two weeks
ago, a question appeared on Twitter: Should
students of color at ODU be surprised?
After all, they attend a predominantly white
institution.
The tweet posted by Troy Wallace, a junior
at Norfolk State University, struck a nerve. It
ignited a tense, hours-long online debate and
tapped into a sensitive issue long faced by
African-American college students: whether
to attend a historically black school or a
predominantly white one.
“What I see is that this is a conversation
that African-Americans need to have,” said
Roddena Kirksey, a Tidewater Community
College alumni and communications
associate. Kirksey has degrees from both
ODU and NSU.
She said her experience at Old Dominion
prepared her for Norfolk State, but at a
historically black college “you’re getting a
cultural experience that you can’t get at a
predominately white institution.”
Wallace said in an interview over Twitter
she wasn’t saying incidents like the racist
video should be accepted, but “it’s expected.”
Campus police have said the video wasn’t
filmed at a dorm on campus and they don’t
believe a member of the campus community
was involved.
Wallace added there’s “always issues
between NSU and ODU” and that she thinks
students at predominantly white schools feel
superior to HBCU students.
“I just want them to realize that we’re
equally educated,” she said.
A spokesman with the State Council
of Higher Education for Virginia said a
“predominately white institution” is an
informal way of referring to any college that
is not a minority-serving institution.
The U.S. Department of Education gives
minority-serving designation to schools that
serve minority students, like HBCUs. Old
Dominion is not on the list of them.
At ODU, about 45 percent of the
undergraduate population is white, 28
percent black, eight percent Hispanic, five
percent Asian and the rest are multiracial,
foreign, unknown or unreported, according
to the most recent numbers from the higher
education council. Jamal Davis, a junior at
ODU, said seeing racist videos or Nazi fliers

shouldn’t be expected despite the makeup of
the student body.
“I think everyone knows, that regardless
of where they go to school, that stuff like
this could happen, but no one expects it to
happen,” he said. “It really makes me wonder
who on campus is really thinking that way.”
Davis said he understands why people
might think such a video is more likely to
appear at a campus like ODU because the
school is made up of so many racial and
cultural backgrounds.
“This doesn’t happen often. We hear about
stuff like this once every year or semester,”
he said. “It doesn’t represent the overall
population at ODU and the student body.”
Alexandra Boone, a Norfolk State junior,
said she understands why some HBCU
students joined the heated Twitter exchanges.
“It’s pride because we’re always being
constantly targeted,” she said. “I could see
why if a stone was thrown we’d want to react,
but it’s still completely unnecessary.”
For senior Desmond Fogg, going to NSU
was all about finding his identity. When he
arrived on campus, he said, he struggled
because of all the different directions he had
been pulled when he was younger.
“I was being defined by other people,” he
said. Being at an historically black college
allowed him to explore what it means to be a
successful black man, he said.
Boone said HBCUs get criticized for
taking students who struggled academically
in high school. But they do it because they
believe those students have potential, she
said.
“When I applied to the PWIs, I didn’t
get that same feeling,” she said, using
an acronym for a predominately white
institution. “If you’re not an honor student,
there’s no point in applying.”
The discussion over the racist video
spilled out into other area schools. At a Black
Student Union meeting Feb. 23 at Virginia
Wesleyan College, senior Amber Morris
said she didn’t want to go to a college where
most students were of one race. Virginia
Wesleyan’s student population is a little
under 50 percent white and about 25 percent
black.
“I know my presence at a school like this
is important because I’m able to spread
awareness on the culture and help people
understand it’s not just you in this world,
there’s other people,” she said.
Diamond Giles, a senior at NSU, said the
debate between HBCU students and those at
mostly white schools is “just a dividing factor
that I think we all have to get over to move
forward.”
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Apple Book and Shutterfly are two websites designed for creating picture books
By Harold Glicken

Tribune News Service
Among the priceless
heirlooms my parents
passed on to me are albums
overflowing with baby
photos and pictures of school
plays, graduations and other
milestones in our lives. But
photos tend to fade. They stick
to album pages and won’t
detach without tearing, and it
can be difficult to determine
when the photos were taken.
To help preserve important
photos, I’ve been carefully
detaching them from albums
and scanning them with my
workhorse Epson GT-S50.
Many of the photos are in
black and white, some of the
color shots are faded, and all
of the images are priceless,
which is why I’m digitizing
them and copying them onto
DVDs. Of course, most photos
taken in the last dozen years
are digital already. The chore
there is to hunt for keepers.
I save them by date and give
them descriptive names, such
as “Max’s 3rd birthday party.”
But I’m of an age that I
still like dusting off the actual
albums on an occasional rainy
Sunday afternoon. I have a
lot of company, it seems, as at
least two photo-album services
demonstrate. Shutterfly and
Apple have services in which
photos are uploaded and then
placed, with captions, on
virtual pages on a Mac or PC.
Depending on your creativity
and the quality of your digital
photos, the printed results
can surpass anything in a
traditional photo album. You
can even have the services
design books for you.

I’ve used both services.
Apple’s hardcover book costs
about $30 for 20 pages and
99 cents for each additional
page. Shutterfly charges $39
for a 20-page standard-size
book — $1.49 per extra page
— but often that’s discounted.
On the day that I wrote
this column, Shutterfly was
discounting everything on
its website (www.shutterfly.
com) by 50 percent, including
books, greeting cards, mugs,
stationary and even throw
pillows with photos on them.
Here’s what I think of both
services:
Shutterfly’s interface is
friendly and intuitive. Photos
are uploaded to a server and
then placed on pages. There
are dozens of templates, page
layouts and text styles. Once
photos are added, they can
be dragged and dropped on
a page. Several layouts had
a yearbook look, with space
for up to 25 photos and text
blocks on a page. Templates
range from family themes
— vacation, reunion, baby
No. 1 and many more. It was
dismaying to note that instead
of paying $6,000 for the photo
shoot and an album of my kid’s
wedding, I could have hired a
photographer by the hour and
composed a stunning book
from his images at a fraction of
the price.
With Shutterfly, one
template and theme would
have made a perfect menu,
another a recipe book. Others
include templates for travel,
sports and one I decided to
get for my granddaughter —
learning the ABCs, complete
with photos of her pre-school
parties, along with her parents

and siblings. There are so
many themes, templates
and page layouts the choices
can be overwhelming. But
if you know what you want,
you’ll be able to compose a
stunning book with Shutterfly.
I composed a Daddy and Me
20-page book about my son
and grandson in about two
hours and spent another hour
writing captions. The resulting
hardcover book, which I
received in less than a week,
looked good enough but could
have looked better if I hadn’t
relied on cell phone photos.
The quality of the book is
very much dependent on the
quality of the photos.
The Apple book (www.
apple.com) starts with a
different approach. Photos
and other graphics have to
be imported into the Mac’s
Photos program before they
can be placed on a page. That
done, there are choices of
soft cover, hardcover, square,
classic and oversize coffee table
books. There are only a few
dozen themes, and each photo
has a choice of 12 effects,
including one that changes
color photos to monochrome.
As I progressed through
dragging and dropping photos
on the template I chose, I
realized that I didn’t much
like that template theme.
Changing it was easy enough,
and I experimented until I
liked what I saw. Each page has
choices of how many photos I
wanted to place on them, and
I could crop photos and nudge
them in different direction in
the frames.
While I could change fonts
for headlines and captions in
the Apple program, the text

Photo: Tribune News Service

Shutterfly’s website has a variety of templates and features to choose from.
boxes for them are inflexible.
If I got wordy, I’d have to
downsize the type size, which
made the text block look out of
place. I finally decided to use
shorter captions and headlines
so that they looked consistent,
font-wise, from page to page.
Both the Apple and
Shutterfly books looked nice. I

did like the dramatic doublepage spreads both books have,
but somehow the Apple book,
with its classy dust covers,
seemed more elegant than the
Shutterfly book.
Which service should
you use for your coffee table
album? Both will do the job.
Shutterfly has more templates,

but the Apple book’s templates
do a good job of covering
most occasions, too. On those
rainy Sunday afternoons,
either book will bring back
memories, and the photos
that aren’t pasted onto the
pages won’t fall out. Unlike
memories, they won’t fade,
either.

SnapPower offers light switches, safety covers and USB port in outlet covers
By Jim Rossman

The Dallas Morning News
Electric outlets, light switches, safety covers
and USB charger are impressive in their
simplicity. mEvery once in a while I’ll find a
product I like so much I just mutter, “I wish I’d
thought of that one.” Then there are products that
are real improvements over existing versions.
SnapPower is making such products, which
are covers for ordinary outlets or light switches
like everyone has in their home.
The SnapPower family of products gives those
outlet and plug covers added functionality, like
adding LED lighting or a USB charging port.

Installation

Before I get into the products, I want to
describe the installation, which might be the
easiest ever.
All you need is a screwdriver, and you do not
have to turn off the power to the outlet or switch.
There are prongs built onto the back of the
plate that pull power from the side posts of the
outlet where the power wires connect. It’s genius.
Simply remove the one or two screws holding on
the old cover and replace it with the SnapPower
cover. It takes less than 30 seconds.

Guidelight

The Guidelight covers replace the cover plates
on your existing outlets—either duplex (two
separate plugs) or decor (the more modern,
square plugs).
The Guidelight looks exactly like your existing
cover plates but has a strip of LED lights along
the bottom edge.

The light isn’t controlled by a switch—it’s
turned on or off with a light sensor. When
the light in a room goes out, the Guidelight
automatically turns on.
There are certainly limits to where you would
want to place the Guidelight.
I have one on an outlet over my kitchen
counter to give a little light to the kitchen at
night.
The Guidelight would also be perfect for dark
hallways, bathrooms or a kid’s room, depending
on the outlet placement.
The light of the Guidelight for outlets is not
adjustable. It lights up gradually, as the light in
the room gets dimmer.
Guidelights are available in white, light
almond, ivory and black and cost $15 each. There
are discounts if you buy multiples. A 10-pack is
$120.

SwitchLight

The second member of the SnapPower product
family is the newest—the SwitchLight, which is a
replacment for the wall switch cover plates.
SwitchLight also has a strip of LED lights on
one end that automatically turn on when the
light in the room is off.
The SwitchLight is a second-generation
product that has an advantage over the
Guidelight—the SwitchLight’s LED brightness
is adjustable with a small slider switch. You can
choose from full brightness, partial brightness
or off.
SwitchLight is available for two styles of
switch: toggle (the familiar flip up-down switch)

Playstation Vue and Roku
alternatives to television
By Jennifer Van Grove

San Diego Union-Tribune
Look, I’ve thrown a lot at you in this column
over the past couple weeks. I know that. With
that in mind, I think it’s time for a commercial
break.
This week, I’m going to hit the pause button
and revisit some reader questions that may not
have been answered in full yet.
Q. We currently pay something like $145 per
month to Cox for TV service, which includes
one DVR for my wife’s TV. We do not have any
premium channels. All I want is the network
channels, TNT, Golf Channel, ESPN, and the
NFL Network. Can this be addressed in a costeffective manner?
A: Yes. I believe you can get everything you
want with the Playstation Vue “Core Slim”
package. It costs $35 a month and is available as
an app on most streaming devices, including the
newest Apple TV model. This bundle includes
all your cable network requests. You’ll also get
live and on-demand content from NBC and
CBS, whereas content from ABC and FOX is
also offered, but only on-demand. If that’s a
problem, pick up a digital TV antenna to fill in

broadcast network blanks.
Something to note: Vue doesn’t offer a
traditional DVR. Instead, you can save your
favorite programs through a feature called “My
Shows.” Episodes are then automatically stored
for up to 28 days after they air and there are no
space constraints.
Playstation Vue offers a seven-day free trial.
Give that a try before you go all in.
Q. I have a Roku streaming stick. How do you
record something and play it back at a later time
without using cable?
A: The Roku stick is a great device, but it’s
not like your traditional cable box that comes
with a DVR feature. The stick merely acts as a
gateway to the internet. You can think of it as a
browser. But that doesn’t mean you can’t record
shows. The easiest way to do so is to subscribe
to a cable alternative such as Sling TV, which
offers a true cloud DVR feature on Roku for
fast-forwarding through commercials.
You may also want to consider a separate
DVR box such as the Tablo DVR or TiVo
Roamio OTA, which connects to an HD
antenna to record over-the-air broadcasts.
They’re pricey so do your research or wait for a
future column on how these work.

or decor (a flat rocker switch).
One thing to note: Both the Guidelight and
the SwitchLight are only available for single plug
outlets and single switches.
If you have two or three switches in one box,
the SnapPower products won’t fit. SwitchLights
are $17 each, with discounts for multiples.

SafeLight

There’s also a version called the SafeLight that
adds both LED nightlight and a sliding cover
for the outlets to keep children from getting
electrocuted. SafeLights are available only in
white, and they cost $17 each, with discounts for
multiples.
The LED lights in the Guidelight, SwitchLight
and SafeLight are designed to last up to 25 years,
and SnapPower says they cost about 10 cents per
year in electricity.

or switches. The prongs of the SnapPower
products need to come into contact with the
screws on the sides of the switches or outlets, and
older hardware might not be compatible.

Conclusions

The SnapPower products really are genius in
their simplicity, and they do their job exceedingly
well. I gave away a few of these last Christmas.

Charger

Finally, there’s an outlet cover with a built-in
USB port, called the SnapPower Charger, for
charging your phone or tablet.
The Charger is handy, but it provides only
1 amp of power to the port, so your phone or
tablet won’t charge as fast as with their original
chargers.
SnapPower says the Charger will take an
iPhone 6S from zero to 100 percent charged in
three hours, while an iPad Air 2 will take 7.5
hours. Handy but not speedy.
The Charger is available in white, light almond
or ivory, and it costs $20 each, with discounts for
multiples.
You will want to check the age of your outlets

Photo: Tribune News Service

LED lights come on automatically when
dark in all outlet covers.

World News
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Trump’s proposed budget cuts impact international aid
By Robyn Dixon
Los Angeles Times

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa – President Donald Trump's
proposed budget cuts to the United Nations, which runs agencies
such as the World Food Program and UNICEF, come at a time
when famine is reaching a crisis point in parts of Africa, and
children in some countries are dying of starvation.
The timing of the proposed cuts has sent chills through the
international aid community, which fears that a retreat by the
U.S. in relief funding could make a bad situation worse.
Just days before Trump's budget was released, U.N.
humanitarian chief Stephen O'Brien warned that the globe is
facing its worst humanitarian crisis since the end of World War
II.
Two years of drought and failed rains across much of Africa
have affected 38 million people in 17 countries.
Without a massive donor injection of $4.4 billion, aid officials
estimate, more than 20 million people face starvation and famine
in Nigeria's northeast, South Sudan, Somalia and Yemen. The
disaster is likely to leave countries fragile for years to come.
The United States, through its humanitarian aid and support
for the U.N., has traditionally been at the forefront of global
efforts to avert catastrophes such as famine, and to relieve the
effects of drought on some of the world's poorest people.
The budget process involves negotiations between the White
House and Congress that could see changes in Trump's proposal
to slash funding for the State Department, as well as the U.S.
Agency for International Development and other international
programs, by 28 percent, or $10.9 billion, as he seeks to increase
military spending by $54 billion next year.
But Scott Paul, senior policy adviser at the humanitarian
agency Oxfam, said Trump's budget blueprint sent tremors of
alarm through the humanitarian community.
"The message that it sends is that the U.S. is no longer
interested in leading or being part of global efforts to mitigate
suffering in the world," he said.
Even before Trump's blueprint was unveiled, there wasn't
sufficient global support for U.N. and humanitarian efforts to
stave off catastrophes in South Sudan, Somalia, northeastern
Nigeria and Yemen, Paul added.
"We have these four emergencies on the verge of famine,
which from our point of view already signal a failure of will to
prevent this historic level of suffering," he said.
"Maybe our biggest concern is that looking forward we will
see this crisis spiral out of control because the U.S. is stepping
away from the table when it comes to the overarching priority of
shared prosperity and a stable and peaceful world," he said.
For decades, the U.S. has been the largest supporter of the
World Food Program as part of a bipartisan congressional
commitment to averting famine and starvation. In 2016, the U.S.
paid 24 percent of the food program's $8.6 billion budget, or
about $2 billion.
But in the future, other countries will have to step up to
provide a greater share of disaster assistance, U.S. Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson said in Japan on Thursday.
"I think it sends a message that the U.S. is turning inward at a
time when we are facing these unprecedented crises that require
increasing U.S. engagements and humanitarian assistance," said
Bernice Romero, senior director for policy and humanitarian
response at Save the Children. "In 2016 the U.S. contributed
$6.4 billion in humanitarian assistance, the largest in the world.
Cutting its funding at a time of looming famine in four countries
and the world's largest displacement crisis since World War
II is really unconscionable and could really have devastating
consequences."
Parts of South Sudan and northeastern Nigeria have already
experienced famine in the current crisis, with humanitarian
agencies warning that Somalia, where half the population is in
dire need of help, could be next.
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U.S. President Donald Trump proposes cuts to the United Nations, as famine reaches a crisis point in parts of Africa.
At present levels, the U.S. also funds 40 percent of the Office
of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, 22 percent of
the U.N. Secretariat, as well as 28 percent of the cost of U.N.
peacekeeping operations in places such as South Sudan, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Darfur in Sudan, Mali and
the Central African Republic. The budget proposal caps the
contribution to peacekeeping at 25 percent.
Steve Taravella, senior spokesman for the World Food
Program, said the budget blueprint sparked concerns that the
U.S. was retreating from its historical support for aid to avert
starvation and hunger.
"I think everybody who has seen the numbers that were
proposed has some fear that efforts to fend off famine will not
get the same support they have in the past," said Taravella. "At
the time when we are asking the world for even greater amounts
to help stave off famine in these parts of the world, what we are
looking at is the possibility of a decrease from our major donor.
It's not an abstract threat. Right now, people are dying. They're
dying for lack of food. We're desperately asking for increased
funds. We understand that it's very difficult to keep turning to
the well.
"We're trying to draw the world's attention to the threat that
famine poses to global stability and peace. Nobody wants to
experience a famine like we have in the past. That's really what's
happening now."
Ben Parker, an analyst and editor at IRIN, a news agency
specializing in humanitarian issues, said the ability of the
U.S. to sharply cut its contribution to the U.N. Secretariat and
peacekeeping was limited, because these were mandatory shares
worked out on a formula agreed by all U.N. members. But
humanitarian spending is discretionary.
Parker said the U.S. humanitarian contribution was large in

dollar terms, but in terms of the percentage of its economy, "the
U.S. is not very generous."
He said the U.S. could default on its obligations to support
the U.N. Secretariat and peacekeeping, as it has done in the
past, but this would eventually lead to a loss of its voting rights,
problematic for one of the five permanent members of the
Security Council.
More details of the cuts will emerge in coming months, as
the budget process continues. Paul said Oxfam was hopeful that
Congress would insist on maintaining emergency humanitarian
support.
But he said there was concern that the global architecture to
maintain peace and stability was at risk, with other important
funding targeted for cuts, including American contributions to
the U.N.'s budget, U.N. peacekeeping and other global programs
to support development and peace-building.
As nationalist and populist movements gain ground across
the globe, humanitarians worry about what this might mean for
future lifesaving operations.
"I think there's concern in the humanitarian community
that there's a growing sense of looking inward across the globe.
The largest fear for us as humanitarians is that there will be less
assistance to save lives in the future," said Romero, of Save the
Children.
Trump's budget director, Mick Mulvaney, told journalists at
a news conference Thursday that the president had promised to
cut overseas spending during his campaign.
"We're absolutely reducing funding to the U.N. and to various
foreign aid programs. The president said, specifically, hundreds
of times you covered him, 'I'm going to spend less money on
people overseas and more money on people back home,' and
that's exactly what we're doing with this budget."

Tensions arise between Syria and Israel Sacagawea dollar coins take over Ecuador
By Joshua Mitnick
Los Angeles Times

TEL AVIV, Israel – An Israeli aircraft
reportedly launched a strike into Syria on
Sunday that left one person dead, in what
appeared to be the second cross-border attack
in three days as tensions between the neighbors
escalated over the weekend.
The Israeli attack was reported by the
British-based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, which said that the strike targeted a
car traveling on a road between Damascus and
Quneitra, a town in the Golan Heights near the
border with Israel. An Israeli army spokesman
declined to comment on the report.
The Lebanese news service Al Mayadeen said
the attack killed Yasser Hussein Asayeed, whom
it described as a member of a militia aligned
with the Syrian government. It said he was
based in Golan.
Just two days earlier, Syrian forces shot
several several surface-to-air missiles at
Israeli jets that were carrying out an attack in
Syria against what Israel said was a weapons
shipment bound for the Lebanese Shiite
militant group Hezbollah.

attacks in Syria against weapons shipments that
it believes to be bound for Hezbollah.
On Sunday morning, Israeli Defense
Minister Avigdor Lieberman responded to the
incident with a saber-rattling warning. "The
next time that the Syrian air defenses fire at
us, we will destroy them completely without
thinking twice," he said in an interview with
Israel Radio.
The heightened tension highlights how
Russia's assistance to Assad has raised the
stakes along the border with Israel. For most of
the Syrian civil war, Israel has watched from the
sidelines, except for occasional strikes against
Hezbollah weapons shipments that it says could
be strategic game changers in the balance of
power. Those attacks haven't been challenged
by Syria, for the most part.
Since Russia's entry into the war, Israel and
Moscow have come up with an understanding
mechanism to avoid clashes between their
militaries.
But as the fighting tips in the Assad
government's favor, Israeli officials have
expressed concern that Iran and Hezbollah
may gain a permanent foothold in Syria and

Israel fired its Arrow interceptor missile to

possibly establish a presence along the border

knock down one of the surface-to-air rockets

in the Golan Heights. This month, Netanyahu

headed for its territory, forcing the nation's

traveled to Moscow to try to convince Russian

army to issue a rare confirmation that it had

President Vladimir Putin that Iran shouldn't be

carried out an attack inside Syria. It marked

strengthened by the war.

the first time Israel had used the Arrow missile,

Putin is unlikely to be persuaded by Israel's

which has been jointly developed with the U.S.

entreaties to rein in one of his allies, said Eyal

over years to defend against long-range missiles

Zisser, a professor of political science at Tel

from Iran.

Aviv University. The attacks over the weekend

After the incident, Russia's Foreign Ministry

highlight the question of whether Moscow will

summoned the Israeli ambassador to Moscow

continue to tolerate Israeli forays into Syria

to protest the attack. Russia is a close ally of

against its Shiite allies, he said.

Syrian President Bashar Assad.
Israeli Prime Minster Benjamin Netanyahu,
meanwhile, vowed to continue to carry out

"We need to ask: Will Russia accept the
continuation of Israeli activity in Syria, or will it
decide to put an end to it?" he said.

By Jim Wyss

Miami Herald
QUITO, Ecuador – Busy selling fruits and
vegetables on a recent weekday, Luzmila Mita
dug into her apron and pulled out a fistful of
coins embossed with the image of a Native
American woman with a baby strapped to her
back.
"I always thought she was one of us," said
Mita, as she looked at the image of Sacagawea,
the 18th-century Shoshone woman who was
part of the Lewis and Clark expedition. "It took
me a long time to know she was from up there."
"Up there" is the United States, where the
U.S. Mint has been producing Sacagawea dollar
coins since 2000. And even as the coins have
lost their luster in the United States, they've
been embraced in Ecuador, where they're
preferred over paper money.
On the streets of this small South American
nation, which adopted the dollar in 2000,
Sacagawea is ubiquitous, and something of a
kindred spirit in a country where many have
indigenous roots.
About 4,000 miles to the north, in rural
Idaho on Wednesday, Randy'L Teton was
thrilled to find out that her face was so
prominent in Ecuador.
In 1998, when she was still in college, Teton,
a member of the Shoshone tribe, was asked by
artist Glenna Goodacre to be the model for the
young Sacagawea. (Teton still holds the title
as the youngest and only living model for U.S.
currency.)
When the coin was launched in 2000, she
spent a year with the U.S. Mint touring the
country trying to drive up interest in the coin
and Sacagawea's rich history. But the currency
never took off. Vending machines spat them
back; cashiers saw them as a hassle.
"American people prefer the dollar bill that
they can fold and put into their pants pocket,"
said Teton, 40. "Even my own community never
really showed the support for (the coin) that it
should have."
Tom Carroll, the general manager of Coins
and Valuables in Hollywood, said the dollar
coins are thought of more as collectors' items
and keepsakes than walking-around cash.

"You don't see the Sacagawea coins very often
in circulation because dollar coins in general
have never really worked out," he said. "People
just don't respect them."
But in Ecuador, it's George Washington
who's spurned.
"Nobody wants to carry around dollar bills,"
said David Maji, a taxi driver in Quito with an
ashtray full of Sacagawea coins. "If I ever get a
bill, I get rid of it as fast as I can."
He said there was something about the
weight of a coin that simply felt "more
valuable."
Ecuador adopted the U.S. dollar 17 years
ago amid an economic meltdown and hyperdevaluation that forced the country then to
abandon its beloved sucre currency.
And while the country does mint some of its
own coins, dollars rule the day.
Byron Imbaqo, who works at the Rio Intag
cafe in Quito, said he pulls in about $120 a day,
but he only gets a paper dollar bill about once
a week.
"Nobody wants those things," he said,
"because you think they might be fake."
One U.S. tourist said he'd never seen the coin
until he traveled to Ecuador.
Official figures don't quite explain the
phenomenon. The United States Mint has
shipped approximately $149.1 million in
dollar coins to Ecuador since 2002 _ mostly
Sacagawea dollars but also dollar coins from
the U.S. presidency series. That means there
would be about nine $1 coins per person in the
country. By comparison, there are about 6.5
billion dollar coins circulating in the United
States, or about 20 per person.
But with so many of the coins in the United
States stashed away, hoarded and collected,
they're simply not visible on the street, Carroll
said.
Teton has never been to Ecuador, but she
said she would love the chance for a Native
American from the north to visit Native
Americans in the south.
"I would love to share the story of
Sacagawea," she said. "And if you're telling me
that Ecuadoreans are fully utilizing the coin,
I'm just so glad someone is using it."

