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Homecoming
on the horizon
By Hannah McDonald
Assistant News Editor

Crisp fall weather descends upon North America
and with it — all across the United States —
homecoming festivities come in tow. Parades pack
the streets. Football stadiums fill with fans. New
homecoming royalty is crowned each year.
Homecoming traditions date back decades for high
schools and colleges in every state. Edinboro is no
exception.
In the mid 1920s, Edinboro’s Director of Physical
Education, Sox Harrison, started a football team.
“Coach Harrison had difficulty finding enough men to
form a football team prior to 1926, so he used high school
boys and town fellows to complete his teams,” Russell Vance
states in his book “A Portrait of Edinboro: 1876 to 1976.”
This team, along with other Edinboro athletic groups, were
known as the Red Raiders. Newspaper headlines of the time
read, “Raiders End Season With 3 Straight Wins.” This was
consistent until 1962 when a contest was held to select a new
name for Edinboro’s teams. In 1964, the name was officially
chosen and changed to the Highlanders. Later, it was changed to
the familiar Scots.
Even before the Edinboro Fighting Scots were established,
though, homecoming celebrations were common practice at the
university.
“[Homecoming is] an event that brings everyone together from all over the globe
sometimes! It’s a positive and fun bonding experience for people of all ages,” said Annie
Dayich, 2016 homecoming queen. It makes sense, then, that the event dates back at least three
quarters of a century.
A schedule of events published in the Spectator on Oct. 10, 1951 gives a glimpse into
the past, letting one imagine what it would be like to visit Edinboro on that day in time. A
number of events, such as the alumni versus varsity hockey game, seem out of place compared
to homecoming celebrations today.
Something that doesn’t seem to have changed over the decades is the positivity associated
with being crowned homecoming royalty, or really, the homecoming celebration in general. In
1954, a photo was published in The Spectator, boasting, “The Queen of Homecoming reigns
and she and her court will rule supreme over today’s many colorful activities.”
The queen of 63 years ago was a woman named Helen Grubbs. Flanking her in the photo
are two other women, Bobby Webber and Marilyn Wade. All three glowed with broad smiles,
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Dr. Karen Whitney, interim PASSHE chancellor, visits Edinboro University on Oct. 2.

Interim PASSHE chancellor visits EU
By Macala Leigey

Managing Editor | Print
Recently appointed Interim Chancellor
of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education (PASSHE), Dr. Karen M. Whitney
visited Edinboro University on Oct. 2 as part
of her state-wide campus tour of the state
system’s universities.
“As the interim chancellor, I’m hitting the
ground running, wanting to personally meet
with students, alumni, faculty and staff and
leadership from all 14 universities, so that
I can understand the strengths that each of
the universities bring to the commonwealth,”
said Whitney.
She continued: “Although I was president
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at Clarion for seven years, and I’ve been to all
the universities, in this new role I wanted to
engage folks. Plus, it’s a lot of fun to go to the
campuses.”
Edinboro is the fourth university Whitney
has visited within the state system, with
her previous campus tours taking place at
Clarion University, Slippery Rock University
and Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
During her visit at Edinboro, Whitney
held a small panel discussion with Edinboro
University President Dr. H. Fred Walker,
local media outlets, student leaders and other

See PASSHE, A2

The stadium lights burn into the turfcovered field and backs of exhausted players.
Sweat drips off the rugged figures’ helmets
and fixated faces, as tired puffs of hot
breath escape through their face masks like
a desperate fog. One more down to go, one
more play to make. One more good work to
accomplish on the field — a work that for
some players, will be the only noted by the
public eye.
However, for 22 collegiate level football
players from universities located throughout
the United States, it is the good works they
performed off the field that have earned
them a nomination for the 2017 Allstate
American Football Coaches Association
(AFCA) Good Works Team Captain position.
Edinboro University’s own Ryan Stratton is
among the nominees.
Originally, one out of 146 nominees for the
Allstate AFCA Good Works Team, Stratton is
now a part of the Allstate team’s nominations
for team captain, a roster that was narrowed
down to only 22 NCAA football players.
“Wow, that’s pretty humbling,” Stratton
said, recalling his initial reaction to his
nomination.
“I’m not gonna lie, I cried whenever I
found out. Getting team captain would
definitely be an honor, but I’m just blessed to
be even in the position to do that.”
The Allstate AFCA Good Works Team

The Arts

positions are earned not only by the work an
athlete puts in under the lights, but also off
the field and in the community.
Stratton, number 44 and senior tight end
for the Fighting Scots, earned his spot on
the Allstate AFCA Good Works Team by
organizing community outreach events and
being an active civic member throughout his
collegiate career.
These projects include: The 12th Man,
a program that allows individuals with
disabilities to be members of the Fighting
Scots football team for a game; the StudentAthlete Academic Program, where he
tutors other athletes; the Council for
Exceptional Children/Expanding Sociability
Opportunities dances, which are dances
specifically for young adults with disabilities;
a mission trip to the Dominican Republic;
feeding the homeless in Erie; and several
other community service activities.
“It means everything to me, as a coach,
to have Ryan nominated for the Allstate
Good Works Team Captain,” said Edinboro
University Interim Head Football Coach
Wayne Bradford.
“Our number one goal is to graduate
great young men who will go on to be great
fathers, husbands and leaders [and] Ryan
exemplifies all those outstanding qualities.”

See Stratton, B3

Sports
Against Me!
A mini gallery of
Against Me!’s Buffalo
show by Dakota
Palmer, A4.

Fighting Scots football
falls short to Gannon, B1.
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Homecoming
From A1
visibly excited to be chosen for the honor of
homecoming court. “Edinboro Says it With
Poetry” was the theme for this particular
year.
In a photo from 1948, six women —
presumably current Edinboro students of the
time — stroll arm in arm across the grass on
a sunny day. Each wears a smile in the photo
labeled, “The Home Coming Spirit.”
With each day, this year’s homecoming
looms closer on the horizon. As it does, the
2007 homecoming queen remembers her
time on the court just as fondly as the smiles
found on past faces.
“My favorite part about court was that I got
to share in the experiences [and] excitement
with my boyfriend who represented the
football team and student government,” said
Ashley Argenta Sekel, remembering her time
on court 10 years ago.
Homecoming court has always been a
big part of the celebration. This year there
are 12 men running for homecoming king:
Tyler Barnhart for Phi Sigma Pi; Adam
Branthoover for Alpha Phi Omega; Terrence
Cheeks for the wrestling team; Michael
Graham for Lambda Chi Alpha; Anthony
Hinshaw for Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia;
Nicholas Huffman for Kappa Delta Rho;
Adam Moore for Alpha Kappa Lambda;
Jesus Munoz for Phi Kappa Psi; Will Speed
for Highland Ambassadors; James Imler
for Delta Sigma Phi; Lucas Brown for Club
Baseball; and Nicholas Stancavage for Psi
Chi.
For the renowned position of homecoming
queen, the competition is just as fierce with
11 women running for the crown. They are
Sarah Albolino with Alpha Gamma Delta;
Emily Barber with Alpha Sigma Tau; Michelle
Cucuzza with Phi Sigma Pi; Carly Gilbert

PASSHE
From A1
administrative officials present and discussed
her future plans for the state system, while
hearing out student questions and concerns.
“With my appointment, I’ve been
asked to work with the board on creating
a tremendous amount of change and
redesigning the system, and then also
redesigning the basic leadership and
governance of the universities with the
system,” said Whitney.
She also mentioned that these potential
future changes mean, “A more focused
interest on ensuring that every single
student who enrolls at any of our universities
graduates in a timely way and that they have
a plan of what they are going to do after
graduation — that’s our definition of student
success.”
Whitney continued: “I think also
looking that all 14 universities are vital and
important, and looking at the strengths of
those universities and how we can collaborate
to be successful.
Walker commented on the chancellor’s
visit, saying, “The chancellor is doing a really
good job of trying to pull the community
together and making sure everyone
understands what her initiatives are for the
next year, but at the same time I think there
is a bigger message.”

with Psi Chi; Allison Kinecki with Zeta
Tau Alpha; Haley Schmidt with Highland
Ambassadors; Rachel Shirey with Alpha Phi
Omega; Kristen Thomson with Alpha Sigma
Alpha; Shelby Vaughn with Sigma Alpha
Iota; Kylie Young with Delta Zeta; and Leslie
Colonello with Sigma Sigma Sigma.
Last year’s queen was a sister of Greek
organization Sigma Sigma Sigma while the
king, Bobby Gleason, was with Phi Sigma Pi.
Reminiscing on his experience, Gleason
said: “I honestly never thought that being
homecoming king would be as satisfying as it
was. I was never one to be involved in things
that were, what I consider to be ‘a popularity
contest.’ However, it was a truly unbelievable
experience, and I wouldn’t change it for the
world. It gave me a confidence in myself that
I never thought I had.”
Gleason continued: “The thing that made
it better was that I ended up winning the
crown with one of my closest friends, Annie.
She and I have been friends for many years,
and there is no one I would rather [have]
been on the court with.”
This coming superhero-themed weekend,
there are plenty of events on the schedule
for Edinboro students, community members
and alumni. Along with nearly a dozen other
things happening throughout the day on
Saturday, the homecoming football game
against Mercyhurst University kicks off at 2
p.m.
The leaves are changing colors all
around campus as the day gets closer. The
tradition of homecoming continues to bring
excitement and school pride to Edinboro.
During this exciting time of the year, Gleason
had some final notes for the individuals who
will take his and Dayich’s place: “I would just
say enjoy and soak up every moment because
it is a once-in-a-lifetime experience.”
Hannah McDonald can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.
He continued: “The chancellor and the
chair of the board of the governors coming
to Edinboro shows that we are a part of the
system and that we are a valued part of the
system, and that’s really an uplifting vote of
confidence for our university.”
Graduate students Becki Leonard and
Krista Piganelli were both present at the
chancellor’s panel and had the opportunity to
speak with her.
“When we were asked to do this, I thought
it was a really great opportunity, because first
of all, it’s not every day the chancellor visits
your campus, and it’s definitely not every day
where you get to engage, ask questions and
interact with them,” said Leonard.
She continued, “I feel she (Whitney) is
very open to hearing what we have to say
and our concerns and comments, and I think
she’s going to be doing a really good job as
the new interim chancellor.”
Piganelli added to Leonard’s statement,
by saying, “I liked how she wanted to know
what we took from Edinboro and how we felt
about all the changes that were happening.”
Whitney will continue her campus visits
to the remaining 10 universities in the state
system, and left Edinboro with the statement,
“I love the Fighting Scots, I love bagpipes and
I love warm sunny days in Edinboro.”
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Preclinical trials:
For man or mouse?

Graphic: Shelby Kirk

By Zeila Hobson

Contributing Writer
A collective gasp rose in the conference room
of the Jefferson Education Society on Oct. 5
after Elizabeth Baker, J.D., a representative of the
Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine
(PCRM), said 95 percent of drugs approved via
animal testing fail in human clinical trials.
The purpose of her lecture, “Modernizing
Drug Testing to Save Human and Animal Lives,”
is to inform communities across the country
that preclinical trials (a term synonymous with
“animal testing”) is, according to her research,
unethical for both the animals being tested on
and the humans who eventually receive the
drugs.
The development of pharmaceutical drugs,
as explained by Baker, begins in the lab where
useful compounds that can cure human diseases
are identified and refined. Then begins the
preclinical trials on animals, such as mice,
rabbits, guinea pigs, monkeys and dogs.
The techniques for such tests have been the
same since the early 1900s and can include: the
injection of experimental drugs into the animals;
the deprivation of food, water, light and even
sleep to test the full effects of the drugs; and
the death of the animal so it can be cut into
segments and studied.
These measures became required in the mid19th century after Thalidomide, a drug given
to pregnant women to curb morning sickness,
caused thousands of babies globally to be born

with deformities. The U.S. government drafted
and approved the Kefauver-Harris Amendment,
which demanded all drugs be tested on animals
and “proven” safe for human consumption.
Animal testing was deemed necessary to
preserve human life, but, according to Baker,
“adverse drug affects are [still] the fourth leading
cause of death in the United States.” Because
of this, her committee decided to investigate
alternative methods for preclinical testing, which
focuses on human biology and eliminates the
possibility of adverse effects on humans.
These alternatives, such as Organ Chips,
Reconstructed Tissue Models, and 3D Bioprinted Organs (to name a few) are slowly
being embraced by the scientific community
because of the work of PCRM and other groups
like the Preclinical Innovation and Patient
Safety Initiative (PIPS) and the Interagency
Coordinating Committee on the Validation of
Alternative Methods (ICCVAM).
Baker stressed the progress that needs to
be made, stating entire industries are built
around animal testing because it’s simply “what
we’re used to.” Still, she is optimistic about the
future; when asked if college freshman will see
the end of animal testing for pharmaceutical
drugs within their lifetime, she responded with
a hopeful yes because “safer methods must be
found.”
Zeila Hobson can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

HOMECOMING EVENTS
FRIDAY, 13TH:
BONFIRE & CORONATION OF THE HOMECOMING KING & QUEEN
Bonfire begins @ 7:15 PM
Coronation will follow @ 7:30 PM
Both events will be held behind the Pogue Student Center
Alternate Location (in case of weather):
Louis C. Cole Auditorium - Memorial Hall.

ALL ALUMNI GATHERING

Culbertson Hills Resort @ 8:00 PM

FIGHTING SCOTS BACKYARD BBQ – ALUMNI REUNION

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Enjoy complimentary beverages and a Fighting Scots Backyard BBQ.
Dress is casual. Reservations are required

Macala Leigey can be reached at
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, 14TH:
ALUMNI HOUSE — OPEN HOUSE
9:00 AM - NOON

KILTED MILE

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Check-in begins at 9:30 AM at the corner of Perry Lane and Darrow Road.
Race starts at 10:30 AM
$50 cash prize for first place male and female in both the open and
wheelchair divisions (bonus gift if wearing a kilt).

HOMECOMING FESTIVAL

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Local Vendors
Student Art Club Show and Sale
Community Lunch beginning at noon
KidsZone

HOMECOMING PARADE
11:00 AM - NOON

2ND ANNUAL ALUMNI & FRIENDS BEER GARDEN

NOON - 2:00 PM
The event is free and open to the public with proper identification.
Held in parking lot of the Mike S. Zafirovski Sports and Recreation Center.

EDINBORO VS MERCYHURST

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Stop by the Alumni Welcome Tent during the game!

SUNDAY, 15TH:
LEFT TO THEIR OWN DEVICES (MULTI-DAY EVENT)

Gallery Hours Tues-Thurs 12-6, Fri - Sat 12-3, ALL DAY SUNDAY
Photography Exhibition of pictures taken with cell phones by members of
Edinboro University.
Bruce Gallery in Doucette Hall

EDINBORO VS MANSFIELD
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
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Narada Comans and Sue Ellen Alpizar speak at Erie High School on Oct. 4.

Freedom Writers visit Erie High School
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Narada Comans and Sue Ellen Alpizar both
experienced homelessness and abuse before
the age of 18; there were points in each of their
lives in which neither of them thought they
would graduate high school.
Former high school teacher and mastermind
behind the book “The Freedom Writers Diary:
How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing
to Change Themselves and the World Around
Them,” Erin Gruwell, inspired Comans and
Alpizar to be better than the circumstances
they were dealt.
Now, 20 years later, the two members of the
Freedom Writers Foundation travel all over
the world to speak to kids and community
members about overcoming hardships and
struggles in their youth. On Oct. 4, the two
spoke of their experiences at Erie High School.
Comans’ story starts in East Hill, Pittsburgh,
where he lived with his mother, father, brother
and sister. His father became a drug dealer,
drug user and domestic abuser, often hitting his
mother in front of Comans and his siblings.
Comans said of the time his father pushed
his mother down the steps of his house: “I
remember looking at him in that moment and
just thinking ‘wow.’ From that day forward, I
decided that wasn’t who I wanted to be.”
Eventually, Comans and his mother moved
to Los Angeles; when the Los Angeles riots
started a few years later, the two moved to
Long Beach, California. He attended Woodrow
Wilson High School, where Gruwell taught.
Comans and his mother were evicted from
their house and moved into a stranger’s home.
The only possessions Comans had in his room
were a mattress on the floor, a blanket and a
mirror. When he realized he was homeless, he
said he was extremely embarrassed and didn’t
want anyone to find out.
One day during class, Gruwell had the
students play the “line game” where she would
tell students to step on the line if they belonged
to a certain group she was describing. During
the game, she asked anyone who knew a
homeless person to step on the line — and
then she told the kids who were homeless
themselves to stay on the line.
Comans hesitated, but eventually remained
in his spot on the line.
“I looked to my left [and] Sue (Alpizar)
was there,” he said. “I looked to my left and
right and realized I wasn’t the only one. It was
so much more than a game, it was a step to
freedom for me.”
Alpizar has a similar story as her father was
an alcoholic and her mother was “narcissistic”
and a “habitual cheater.”
Alpizar said her father found out her mother
was cheating on him and threw her out of the
house. Her mother called the police on her
father, and he was arrested for domestic abuse.
Shortly after, Alpizar came home to an
eviction notice which stated she and her family
had to leave within three days. She, her brother
and her mother moved into a camper that was
parked at a gas station. Alpizar recalls this as
one of her lowest points.
“I remember praying to God that I didn’t
want to wake up,” she said.
She attempted suicide and eventually
dropped out of school because she “didn’t
want to face anybody.” Finally, she came to
the conclusion that her life needed to change
and “it wasn’t going to change because of her

(Alpizar’s mother).”
She began to take care of her brother, who
passed away when Alpizar was 16.
“The day that he died, my mother was
getting her hair done [and] by the time we got
to the hospital, he was gone,” she said.
She said at that point she was determined to
live a full life for her brother.
“I was going to graduate for him. I was going
to go to college for him.”
She returned to school and Gruwell was her
teacher.
“She was like a sunflower in a dark room,”
she said.
Gruwell helped Alpizar realize she had a
learning disability and helped her become a
great student despite her difficulties.
“Every single time I doubted myself, there
was someone who believed in me,” she said. “I
remember being terrified to share my story;
I felt like I was telling all my family. They
(the Freedom Writers) taught me that I was a
survivor. I survived because of them.”
Now, Alpizar is the fiscal and human
resources director at the Freedom Writers
Foundation. She used to work at a medical
billing office, but she “hated it because I felt like
I wasn’t making a difference in anybody’s life.”
Around the time the “Freedom Writers”
movie came out, Gruwell wanted to develop
a speaker program for the foundation.
Alpizar applied, interviewed and got a job at
the foundation, where she helped create the
speakers program, recruiting Freedom Writers
to go out and give lectures in the community.
“I’m very happy to say that every day I go to
work [and] I’m listening to people write to us,
or call us, or other kids open up once we open
up. It’s just a wonderful feeling that I’m making
a difference,” she said.
About children who are experiencing the
same things as she did in her youth, she said:
“It’s not always going to be that way. There’s still
opportunity, there’s still a chance, there’s still
hope for the future. Even in the darkest room,
there’s some light.”
She also encourages teenagers to find their
emotional outlets, whether it be writing, art or
poetry.
“For me, it was poisonous to keep all of those
emotions in and bottle that up,” she said. “Once
you’re able to put it out, you’re able to find
some peace.”
Comans is currently an outreach speaker
for the Freedom Writers Foundation, which
was founded by Gruwell in 1997. He began
speaking in 2006, when Alpizar recruited him.
“In my family, we’re big on legacy, [and]
this book ... from what was just supposed to
be a book assignment to what it turned into is
absolutely phenomenal and humbling.”
Comans said sometimes teenagers come up
to him after lectures and tell stories of their
lives that he can relate to and it’s like “a ‘Back to
the Future’ moment.”
“I look at myself talking to my younger self
in any of those kids, so I tell them whatever
they’re going through ... I’ve been there and it
doesn’t last all the time.”
He continued: “Don’t let those moments
define who you are. Those moments can shape
you, but let it be for good. Don’t let it be for
bad, because these moments are just moments
— it’s not going to be like this forever.”
Dakota Palmer can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

Sept. 29, 2017 — A victim reported being sexually assaulted by an individual in her dorm room in
Highlands 7. The investigation is ongoing.
Sept. 27, 2017 — Victims reported their vehicles were keyed near the parking area in front of
Highlands 7.
Sept. 30, 2017 — At approximately 1:06 a.m., an officer found an individual highly intoxicated
outside McNerney Hall. Jacob Lane, 22, was charged with public drunkenness.
Sept. 30, 2017 — A victim reported his bicycle stolen from the bike rack outside of Highlands 7
between 8 a.m. and 5:55 p.m.
Oct. 1, 2017 — According to a police report, an officer witnessed individuals throwing away alcohol
in the trash at approximately 1:16 a.m. in the Lakefront parking lot. Jenna Derbis, 18, and Cameron
Bujnoski, 18, were each charged with underage drinking.
Oct. 4, 2017 — Officers were dispatched to Highlands 7 for a reported disturbance at approximately
2:51 p.m. Taylor Perkins, 18, was charged with disorderly conduct.
Oct. 4, 2017 — A victim reported her black Apple watch stolen from her dorm room in Highlands 7.

Bob Matthews attended Edinboro University in the 1960s.
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Edinboro-educated veteran talks Vietnam
By Peter Brady

Contributing Writer
Bob Matthews attended Edinboro
University in the 1960s. The summer upon
graduating, he was married and drafted to
fight in the war against communism. After
six months of basic training and advanced
individual training, a day came that Matthews
remembers as if it was yesterday.
He said: “The staff sergeant walks in —
‘Matthews, front and center.’ I go up, he
handed me a piece of paper ... he said, ‘You’re
going to Pittsburgh, you have 12 days —
get your affairs in order — you’re going to
Vietnam.’”
Out of the 45 men in his class, only five
were called upon, which Matthews playfully
referred to as “luck-o-the-draw.” He was 21
years old when he was deployed to Pleiku,
Vietnam, spending all but one week in 1967
stationed in a warzone with strangers.
Pleiku was the hub for the military supply
logistics corridor extending westward along
Highway 19 from the port Quy Nhơn on the
coast. Also, its location on a plateau made
it “the main center of defense of the entire
highland region of the Republic of Vietnam.”
Matthews’ military occupational specialty was
artillery battery.
Matthews handed the students four
things when they stepped into Edinboro
University history, politics, language and
cultures professor Dr. Leo Gruber’s “History
of Vietnam” class: a business card with his
contact information, a bracelet, a sticker and
a P38 can opener.
The business card is for The North
Carolina Vietnam Veterans, Inc. (NCVVI)
and its education arm, The Bridge Back
Foundation. With the help of the NCVVI,
Matthews created a course called, “The
Lessons of Vietnam” (LOV), which involves
veterans from the community coming
to speak to students as guest speakers
in classrooms. LOV has expanded to
approximately 700 schools nationwide.
Additionally, the foundation helps bring
veterans back to Vietnam to visit and share
their stories across the country, all while
helping local Vietnamese. According to their
website, with local community support,
NCVVI was able to present equipment to the
students of the Quang Tri Providence School
for the Blind, helping provide educational and
entertainment experiences.
The NCVVI purchased over 40 bikes for
the Phu Loc, Nuoc Ngot orphanage. The
NCVVI also presented medical equipment,
school supplies and toys. The veterans
interacted with the children and the nuns
of the orphanage and raised $15,000 for a
playground. NCVVI returned again to Dong
Ha, Vietnam and put in a playground for 140
children with autism, hearing impairments
and poverty issues.
The sticker he gave the students reads,

“Still They Wait,” and is meant to bring
awareness to the now 1,641 personnel listed
by the Department of Defense as missing
and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.
The bracelet denotes the same message for
Prisoners of War and reads, “Until They
All Come Home.” Matthews stressed that
students wear it as a conversation starter for a
subject that is rarely broached.
The last item Matthews gave the students
was a P38 can opener, which he didn’t
address. Most people who are familiar with
them from the millennial generation will
stress how difficult they are to use.
After his presentation, Matthews opened
the floor up for questions. After a few
questions, the students learned a lot of things:
There were native Vietnamese he trusted
during that time — but he was never relaxed.
There was a saying amongst the troops
of “we own the day, they own the night,”
meaning daylight hours were generally safe
for American and South Vietnamese troops,
but all safety was void when the sun went
down.
Some men lost their way — coping with
the war using drugs or prostitution — while
others deserted.
The soldiers talked about death all the
time, so as to not forget those who died.
Ten thousand women fought in Vietnam —
while spouses and parents fought with their
imaginations at home. There was more.
However, Matthews’ story continued
after the war. His year fighting abroad was
undoubtedly the catalyst for the life he would
eventually lead as an educator, but the hardest
part of the war wasn’t the war at all, he said. It
was coming home.
Matthews said, “You slowly had to come
to terms with the fact that Vietnam would
be part of your life, all of your life.” Because
there was no counseling for veterans at the
time, you had to do that alone, he explained.
He continued, stating how in Vietnam the
job was to accomplish your mission, do your
duty and stay alive for 365 days. He said that
is not simple by any means, but surprisingly,
it was more practicable than coming home to
a country that accepted you and your postwar mindset at that time.
“I found coming home difficult. It wasn’t
defiance, it was simply — no one knew how
to talk to you — there was no counseling.”
While pointing to his head, he said, “The war
was here.”
Matthews said he is luckier than most in
that he had a supportive family and wife, but
it was still difficult. With the creation of the
Bridge Back Foundation and the LOV course,
that void of silence is finally being filled with
the voices that were once unheard. All willing
and ready, “to teach a nation.”
Peter Brady can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.

EDINBORO UNIVERSITY

CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent: Lakeside Houses
Starts @ $2000
2/3/4 Bedrooms
(814) 823 - 5411

YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
HERE

Classified advertisements are available at the following rates:
Student rate: 25 cents per word
Non-student rate: 35 cents per word
(814) 732-2459 || adverts.spectator@gmail.com
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‘Seeking Oxygen’: An upcoming Bates exhibit

Photos: Gabriel Hypes

By Gabriel Hypes
Arts Editor

Amid busy preparations for his senior
ceramic exhibition, “Seeking Oxygen,”
Noah Kildoo sat down, surrounded by
his pieces, to speak about his upcoming
show and his passion for ceramics.
Kildoo described his work as being
“heavily rooted in functional pottery,”
going on to explain that this means he
produces mainly cups, mugs, bowls
and other things that would serve more
than just an aesthetic purpose to the
buyer. He has chosen to narrow his focus
specifically on teapots this year. His
attraction to this specific form stems
from his interest in the juxtaposition
of creating a modern day functional
version of an antiquated object.
For inspiration, Kildoo turns to a style
of pottery known as Carolina Slipware.
This specific process uses all clay
materials as opposed to glazes, which
gives the exterior of a piece its glass-like
finish. Kildoo has expanded upon this
traditional process by underlaying an
“iron-based slip” before putting down a

light colored slip (watered down clay),
which he then strategically “swipes
through” with his fingers, exposing the
dark iron color underneath. This process
allows Kildoo’s work to feel much more
nature-oriented in both color and finish.
Kildoo credits this growth in his work to
Haystack Mountain School of Crafts in
Maine, where he spent this past summer
furthering his ceramic education and
being inspired by the surrounding artists
and their craft.
Kildoo chooses a combination of
firing methods to produce his ceramic
work known as “soda firing” and “wood
firing.” He described the benefits of
each firing process and why he likes the
results of each individually, as well as
combined, speaking with confidence and
clear expertise.
Wood firing, he explained, takes much
more time and financing to execute; the
soda kiln, meanwhile, gives him more
control over the “atmosphere” his pieces
are exposed to, allowing him to have
more of an impact on the final look.
The centerpiece of the show is a large
scale vase that utilizes the Carolina

Slip technique. This particular piece is
especially worth taking a close look at,
because it’s unique in the fact that
Kildoo dug up the “black clay” it is made
from by hand when he stumbled upon
it by happy accident in the shorelines of
Maine.
The vase will stand on a pillar in
order to allow viewers to see its true,
commanding scale and view each angle
of the piece. This is something that was
important to Kildoo, as he takes pride
in making sure none of his pieces have a
true “front.” He aims to create diagonal
and flowing designs that “lead the viewer
to walk around a piece.”
This centerpiece will be surrounded
by works that are similar in style and
form but are of lesser scale; Kildoo
proudly refers to these pieces as
“deacons” to the main piece.
The show will be held in Bates Gallery
in Loveland Hall from Oct. 16-20, with
an opening reception on Thursday, Oct.
19 at 6 p.m.
Gabriel Hypes can be reached at
ae.spectator@gmail.com.

Against Me! played at Town
Ballroom in Buffalo on Oct.
5 with supporting acts, The
Dirty Nil and Bleached.
The band has been touring
in support of their seventh
studio album, “Shape Shift
with Me,” which was released
in September 2016.

Photos: Julie Zarnick

Animation teams hard at work.

Students get animated for contest
By Julie Zarnick

Contributing Writer
With a coffee maker on deck, along with
a huge supply of caffeine, seven teams
from Edinboro University competed in the
15th Annual 24 Hour Animation Contest.
The teams from Edinboro included: The
Jerebears, Dead End Animation, Brad-E
Brunch, The EdinBros, The Fighting
Mongeese and The Squiggles.
The contestants had 24 hours to create,
from scratch, a 30-second animation film.
Each team had to consist of five members
with one team leader.
This larger international contest, based
in California, had a total of 184 teams from
44 different schools from all over the globe.
The competition started on Oct. 6 at 7 p.m.
Kelli Prizner, vice president of the
animation club and member of the
EdinBros, attempted to expand the reach
of the competition. “I tried to get people to
enter from all over, so it wasn’t just limited
to our club or animation majors,” Prizner
said.
“We even had an all freshman team,
the Squiggles, who turned in a very welldone film. I feel like a proud mother,” said
Prizner, smiling.

“This was a good opportunity to
work together and create something
unforgettable; it doesn’t matter if you win or
finish. I wanted people to push themselves
because I know they can do it,” said Prizner.
Elise Cohen, an illustration major, was
team leader of the EdinBros, an all girl
squad.
“We divvied up different parts of it based
on our skill sets,” said Cohen. “We’ve been
at this all night, but have been creating art
all our lives. It started with drawing and
once you get a computer, the animation
begins,” said Cohen.
Team leader of The Squiggles, Wayne
Pusey, took a couple hours to sleep on his
desk, while Mal O’Brien made herself as
comfortable as one can get on the floor,
under her desk.
While there were a few who took a
snooze break, the Fighting Mongeese
shouted “Team No Sleep!”
The winners were announced via a live
stream on Oct. 10. Unfortunately, Edinboro
University did not place, but they still
pushed all night in the efforts at creativity.

Against Me! will play the
final show of their North
American tour at The Fest
16 in Gainesville, Florida,
where they will play their
first album, “Reinventing Axl
Rose,” in its entirety.
Tickets for the remainder
of the tour are available via
Ticketmaster or thefestfl.com/
tickets.

Julie Zarnick can be reached at
ae.spectator@gmail.com.

Lead singer, Laura Jane Grace.

Drummer, Atom Willard.

Photos: Dakota Palmer

Guitarist, James Bowman.
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Zak Abel release puts him in
category with Mendes, Malik
By Dakota Palmer
News Editor

Mister Heavenly — Boxing the Moonlight

Wolf Alice — Visions of a Life

With all the energy and whimsy of each band member,
it’s a shame that “Boxing the Moonlight” is ultimately a
derivative and woefully missable indie-rock album.

“Visions of a Life” certainly does pack a punch, and is a wellrounded sophomore album for the British group. I was not
expecting to dig it, but the energy and artistry brought by the
band seems brash but vulnerable, presented as a set of dreams.

Standout tracks: “No Floor,” “Makin’ Excuses”

Standout tracks: “Don’t Delete the Kisses,” “Sadboy,” “Visions of a Life”

Spotify recently released a new feature called the Time Capsule, where the music streaming
service created nostalgic personalized playlists based on the consumer’s music history.
Members of The Spectator looked through their Time Capsule playlists, provided by Spotify at
timecapsule.spotify.com, writing about what the first song in their respective playlist says about
their personality.

Dance Gavin Dance — Open
Your Eyes and Look North
My Time Capsule is, thankfully, not as embarrassing
as some others on staff (Natalie), and this was a really
great way to start the playlist out. That being said, I don’t
think this really says much about me, other than I love
Dance Gavin Dance and I have since like, middle school
at this point. It was a dark and stormy time.
— Britton Rozzelle, Executive Editor

Yellowcard — Ocean Avenue
Clearly, the only thing this song says about me is that I
was an angsty teenager. However, I still enjoy this song
as an adult...so I guess I’m still pretty angsty. But come
on, you can’t NOT scream the lyrics to this bop. It’s an
especially perfect summer jam that’ll make you cry on
the beach.
— Dakota Palmer, News Editor

Shwayze — Buzzin’
“Buzzin’” by Shwayze tells me that I am a simple guy. I
enjoy being lazy, drinking a beer and dipping my toes in
the water. “Buzzin’” on the top of my Time Capsule tells
me I’m more of a hippie than I was led to believe.
— Gabriel Hypes, Arts Editor

Aly & AJ — Rush
“Rush” by Aly & AJ is the debut track on my Time
Capsule, and I’m relieved because most of it was pretty
embarrassing...but “Rush” is an early 2000s art piece. It’s
also the theme song for the Disney movie “Twitches.”
This proves my music taste was still gold back in middle
school.
— Natalie Wiepert, Managing Digital Editor

Zak Zilesnick, known by
his stage name, Zak Abel, has
released his first studio album,
“Only When We’re Naked,”
running head first into the
music industry.
The record is packed with
sensual, upbeat songs — ones
proving to be more than just
typical pop cuts. The tracks
are draped in love, desire and
regret, without the sadness that
typically accompanies those
topics. Almost all are upbeat
and forward looking, with the
lyrics carrying the weight of
the sadness.
The 22-year-old English
singer-songwriter’s talent
and ability shine through on
this release, as his voice is
an amalgam of today’s top
pop stars, including: Gavin
DeGraw, John Legend, Adam
Levine, Zayn Malik and Shawn
Mendes. There are various
spots in the album where one
can actually pinpoint the exact
moments where he sounds like
those singers.
“Beautiful Life” is about a
girl who completely changes
the mindset of the singer. He
says the girl he is with makes
him feel alive and therefore it is
“a beautiful life, it’s a beautiful
world.” With his John Legendesque vocals, he soulfully
overpowers the instrumentals,
which can be heard faintly in
the background. His belting of
the lyrics lets the song reflect
his strong emotions about his
girlfriend.
The title track begins with
a piano riff, which leads into

a soft voice that gradually gets
more tenacious as the song
continues. He passionately
sings, “I don’t wanna hold
back/Baby, you should know
that/I would walk across the
world/To see you through.” The
song is fun and energetic, and
it lets the listener know Abel
put work into this album.
“Awakening” is about how
the singer has had an epiphany
on what he’s supposed to do
with his life. He says, “And
nothing tasted sweeter than,
this life’s feeling so free/To
finally smell the scent of who,
who I’m supposed to be.” He
clearly feels liberated from his
past, and his discovery leads
him to become more happy
and positive.
“Deserve to Be Loved” starts
out very slowly and drearily,
but eventually picks up and
incorporates a saxophone
to complete the jazz sound.
The song is magnificently
depressing and has the feel of
an Adele track, circa “25.”
Abel has two songs on the
album that tackle the feeling of
regret fairly well.
In “Unstable,” he sings
about how his significant
other deserves better than
what he can give them, but he
doesn’t want to let go of their
relationship. He also talks
about how he is unstable and
that his partner needs love,
“but I’m in my zone.”
Read the rest online at
edinboronow.com.

The Arts
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The 3/4 Oscar winners
By Gabriel Hypes
Arts Editor

As we get into films’ award season, “Oscarworthy” movies are about to start dropping on a
near weekly basis. Movies that don’t do well with
audiences, but do well with the academy, are
bound to start coming out in the next few weeks
and months. The last six Best Picture winners
made their wide releases in either October or
late November, a trend that could continue this
year with many buzzed about films set to debut

soon. With the Oscar buzz these films are about
to receive, it is unfair to forget the great movies
that entertained us for the first nine months of
the year.
Trying to get around the recency bias that
dooms a lot of early-in-the-year releases, let’s
look back on the year and see who would win if
the Oscars happened today.
Gabriel Hypes can be reached at ae.spectator@
gmail.com

Rotten Tomatoes does not make movies bad
By Gary Thompson

The Philadelphia Inquirer
Take this simple quiz to see if
you are qualified to run a movie
studio.
Question: The terrible
movie "The Mummy" starring
Tom Cruise gets a terrible
16 percent rating on moviereview-aggregation site Rotten
Tomatoes and wilts at the box
office.
This failure is the result of:
A: A bad idea, cynically
conceived and poorly executed.
B: Rotten Tomatoes.
If you answered B, you could
be a studio executive. Judging,
at least, by a recent New York
Times article in which studio
head honchos lay the blame
for several months of horrific
box office numbers the worst
in 20 years on the website,
which aggregates reviews from
thousands of critics, excerpts
a few hundred, and assigns a
"rotten" rating to movies that
fail to earn at least 60 percent
positive notices on its popular
Tomatometer.
Studio executives, according
to the Times, fear its growing
popularity gives it an inordinate
commercial influence. But they
apparently don't believe this
strongly enough to say so on
record.
The article cites a stale, oftrepeated quote from director
Brett Ratner, saying the website
is hastening the "destruction"
of the movie business.
(Coincidentally, he directed
"Rush Hour 3," which has an
18 percent rating on Rotten
Tomatoes, yet it made $140
million, seemingly disproving
his theory.) Despite the article's
assertion that Ratner's opinion

is "echoed daily" by studio
execs, none would echo it
publicly, reportedly for fear
of giving the site even more
legitimacy. I suspect there is
another reason.
If you are the person who
gave the green light to "The
Mummy" (I gave it two stars),
or "King Arthur" (two stars, 28
percent on Rotten Tomatoes),
or "CHIPS" (two and a half
stars, 15 percent on RT), or
"Baywatch" (two and a half
stars, 18 percent on RT),
or "Transformers: The Last
Knight" (two stars, 15 percent
on RT), you're going to look like
a fraud blaming the failure of
your awful movie on a website
that simply aggregates reviews.
And, let's be clear: It was an
awful summer for movies.
And the site actually
does more than that. Rotten
Tomatoes "curators" read each
review and assign to each movie
a thumbs-up or thumbs-down
translated Fresh or Rotten in
Rotten Tomatoes parlance
something a lot of critics don't
do in such black-and-white
terms. These curators are
actually quite fastidious. They
contact on-the-fence critics
to affirm or clarify opinions
I know this is true because
they've twice contacted me to
affirm a Fresh or Rotten rating
on "Ingrid Goes West" (I said
Fresh) and "Rough Night" (I
went Rotten).
Is there something Orwellian
and reductive about the
way a (potentially) complex
entity like a movie can be
reduced to a green splat or
red tomato? Yes. But there is
often something appropriate
about it, too. If movies are to be
made and marketed like mass

merchandise "The Mummy"
was literally conceived to be
the beginning of a franchise/
mythological universe they
can be Yelped like it. (A more
pertinent question why are
"rotten" tomatoes icons green?
Isn't that an unripe tomato?).
And if you wanted to, you
could use Rotten Tomatoes in
a fairly sophisticated way. You
start with the Tomatometer,
but you can click through
to individual reviews to get
a broader consideration of
a movie. You can customize
your feed to consult critics you
prefer.
Because there remains
a constant in the movie
business, and in the culture
of moviegoing: What sells
a movie over the long haul
is old-fashioned word of
mouth. Marketing can get an
audience in theaters on opening
weekend. Critics can help or
hurt in the margin. And Rotten
Tomatoes can aggregate those
critics.
But even a cursory look at
recent Rotten Tomato ratings
shows a tenuous relationship
between the site's ratings and
actual box office. It has assigned
a rotten rating to movies
that have done well ("The
Hitmans' Bodyguard," "The
Emoji Movie"), and it affixes
an overwhelmingly positive
rating to a film that fared poorly
("Logan Lucky").
Once a movie opens, it's
people talking to other people
(now accelerated by social
media) that puts/keeps butts
in seats.
That's great news for great
movies.
And bad news for "The
Mummy."

ʻBlade Runner 2049ʼ is number one, but still a disappointment
By Sonaiya Kelley
Los Angeles Times

"Blade Runner 2049" topped the box office this past
weekend, but despite strong reviews and positive audience
reaction, sales were estimated at only $31.5 million in the U.S.
and Canada, according to the measurement firm ComScore,
significantly below analysts' projections.
A sequel to Ridley Scott's 1982 sci-fi cult classic
"Blade Runner," about a futuristic society where
androids known as "replicants" are almost
indistinguishable from humans, "Blade Runner
2049" had been estimated to debut to $45 million
to $50 million.
The movie directed by Denis Villeneuve and
starring Ryan Gosling and Jared Leto, with Harrison
Ford reprising his role as Deckard, cost an estimated
$150 million to produce after rebates and before
marketing costs.
The picture earned an 89 percent "fresh" rating from critics
on Rotten Tomatoes, and Los Angeles Times critic Kenneth
Turan wrote, "this film puts you firmly, brilliantly, unassailably
in another world." The movie received an A-minus grade from
audiences surveyed by CinemaScore.
"It's great to be the No. 1 movie in the marketplace," said
Jeff Goldstein, president of domestic distribution at the studio.
"It's an extraordinary film that Denis Villeneuve has to get a
tremendous credit for."
Despite the positive reception, "Blade Runner 2049" debuted
below comparable fall-season sci-fi titles such as "Gravity,"
"The Martian" and "Interstellar" and below the franchise
revival "Mad Max: Fury Road," all of which opened in years
past with more than $45 million.
"Blade Runner 2049" audiences were mostly men ages 35

and older, despite the push to attract women through the
casting of Ford, Gosling and Leto.
"We got a more narrow audience than we had anticipated,"
Goldstein said. "But at the same time, this gives us an
opportunity for growth as the movie broadens out."
Fox Searchlight's "The Mountain Between Us" debuted at
No. 2, earning $10.1 million.
After briefly reclaiming the top spot, New Line Cinema's
"It," now in its fifth weekend, came in third, earning $9.7
million for a total of $304.9 million.

The movie, now the highest-grossing horror film of all
time internationally (with nearly $300 million in ticket sales
abroad), follows kids who are terrorized by an evil clown.
Lionsgate's animated family picture
"My Little Pony: The Movie" opened at No. 4, taking in $8.8
million. Featuring the voices of Liev Schreiber, Michael Pena,
Emily Blunt, Kristin Chenoweth, Taye Diggs and Zoe Saldana,
the film earned an A-minus rating on CinemaScore and a
"rotten" 58 percent rating on Rotten Tomatoes.
In fifth place, Fox's "Kingsman: The Golden Circle" brought
in $8.1 million. The film is a sequel to the 2015 hit "Kingsman:
The Secret Service"; the two are based on a comic book about
a secret organization of British super-spies.
In limited release, Focus Features' "Victoria and
Abdul," now in its third weekend, added 655
theaters for a total of 732 and brought in $4.1
million. The picture is based on the relationship
between Queen Victoria and an Indian attendant.
Fox Searchlight expanded the Steve CarrellEmma Stone "Battle of the Sexes" to 1,822
locations and earned $2.4 million.
A24 opened "The Florida Project" in four
locations, bringing in $152,622.
This week, STX Entertainment opens the action thriller
"The Foreigner" starring Jackie Chan, Universal Studios
premieres the horror flick "Happy Death Day," Open Roads
Films debuts the Chadwick Boseman-led "Marshall" and
Annapurna Pictures releases the drama "Professor Marston &
the Wonder Women."
Additionally, Fox Searchlight debuts "Goodbye Christopher
Robin" in limited release.

Games
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34 Cold War state: Abbr.
35 Dashboard music provider
39 Oral health org.
42 "Piece of cake!"
43 Real doozies
47 Dips for tortilla chips
50 Agree
51 Pre-talkies movie
55 "Please leave your message at the __"
56 Illegal lending tactic
57 Wrath, in a hymn
58 Round green veggie
59 Helped
60 Hot chili designation, and a literal description of the starts of 17-, 25-, 35- and 51-Across
63 "The Accidental Tourist" actress Davis
64 Z, alphabet-wise
65 Start of a tennis point
66 Opinion piece
67 Part of GPS: Abbr.
68 Passover feast
Down

Across
1 "Death of a Salesman" salesman Willy
6 Abysmal grades
9 "__ Cross": 1949 Lancaster movie
14 Friend's opposite
15 Minor point to pick
16 Convened again
17 Unwise act that could be dangerous
19 Video game pioneer
20 Singing syllable
21 Vicinity
22 Type of cleansing acid
23 Actress Skye
25 Time-out for a cigarette
27 Upper crust groups
29 Courage and fortitude
30 Done in, as a dragon
31 Swoosh company

Answers to last week’s puzzle:

1 Southpaws
2 Winning at craps, say
3 First lady after Michelle
4 Wee hrs.
5 PBS "Science Guy" Bill
6 Huge, in verse
7 "Hawaii __": TV cop show
8 T-bone, for one
9 Buster who played Flash Gordon
10 Sharp comeback
11 Turkish travel shelters
12 Continuing stories
13 Place for a new-car price
18 Sunday service
24 Suffix with diet
26 911 situation: Abbr.
28 Disney doe
31 CIA cousin
32 "__ not up to me"
33 Vitally important
36 Relax
37 Overhead trains
38 Kick out of office
39 Appease
40 Yellow-disked flowers
41 Refers casually (to)
44 Spotted wildcat
45 Rattle
46 Soft-shell clam
48 Williams of tennis
49 Very soon
50 From the States: Abbr.
52 Small winds paired with drums
53 Literary twist
54 Heaps praise on
61 Beast of burden
62 Golfer Trevino

Monday, Oct. 9 — Sunday, Oct. 15, 2017

Libra: Sept. 23 — Oct. 23

Aries: March 21 — April 19

Since the sun is in your sign, you're

A bouncy moon is lifting your spirits.

going through your personal new year. It's

You'll want to go to some parties, attend

a great time to let go of negative situations

concerts or engage in other fun social

and people and to focus on attaining your

encounters. Interact with interesting people

most cherished goals. Don't let anybody or

and dare to flirt if the occasion calls for it.

anything hold you back.

You could meet somebody special.
Taurus: April 20 — May 20
Jupiter is moving opposite your sign, and

Scorpio: Oct. 24 — Nov. 21
Jupiter is entering your sign, and it will
stay there for a year. This will be a period

it will stay there for a year. This means you

of positive transitions and good karma.

are entering a period of soul searching and

Things you have been working toward for

change. Be prepared to experience shifts

a long time should finally start to happen.

in the way you look at life, love and career

Relationships will also make much more

issues. This will be a good thing.

sense.

Gemini: May 21 — June 21

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 — Dec. 21

Your playful nature is on full display,

Your energy could be a little low this week

thanks to Venus. Your charms are through

with the moon opposite your sign. Don't

the roof, and people are responding to your

be hard on yourself. You should take some

sense of humor and style. Along the way, you

time to rest, relax and meditate on your life.

could meet someone who captivates you both

Don't pressure yourself to make any major

intellectually and physically.

decisions. Give things time to unfold.

Cancer: June 22 — July 22

Capricorn: Dec. 22 — Jan.19

You're going back and forth about

Your romantic partner might need more of

something, wondering which path to

your time and energy this week even if you're

take. The sun is urging you to do what's

very busy handling other stuff. Emotions

best for you. You could be involved with

could be strong, and the moon says you'll

a relationship that has become toxic, and

need to be very sensitive if you want this to

maybe you need to admit this to yourself.

be a positive period in your relationship.

Leo: July 23 — Aug. 22

Aquarius: Jan. 20 — Feb. 18

Try to avoid conflict as best you can and

Friendly Venus is increasing the flirt factor

don't take other people's behavior personally.

over the next few weeks. If you're single,

Jupiter is creating some minor arguments

you'll find yourself interacting with several

with co-workers, roommates or family

interesting and attractive people. If you're in

members. Do your best to remain positive

a relationship, you and your sweetheart will

and emotionally detached.

be getting along better than ever.

Virgo: Aug. 23 — Sept. 22

Pisces: Feb. 19 — March 20

As Venus leaves your sign, you're enjoying

You're growing closer to a friend. The

a period of contentment in your romantic

moon is encouraging you to open up about

life. You've been going through a lot of

things and issues that are meaningful to

changes in relationships. Maybe you're in a

you. You'll enjoy this feeling of intimacy,

new romance that is going well, or a long-

even if this is just a platonic, nonromantic

term affair is finally going your way.

interaction. It's nice to be close to someone.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
ʻThe Power to Connectʼ by Dr. Sian Proctor

26th Annual Alumni & Friends Golf Outing

Athletic Hall of Fame Ceremony

The Kilted Mile

10/12 | 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Compton Hall, 107A

10/13 | 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Culbertson Hills Golf Resort

10/13 | 6 to 8 p.m.
Van Houten Dining Hall — North

10/14 | 9:30 a.m.
Edinboro Main Campus

Edinboro Homecoming Festival

Fighting Scots Football vs. Mercyhurst

10/14 | 10 a.m.

10/14 | 2 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium

Homecoming Parade
11 a.m.

In The Community
Erie Otters vs Niagara

1964 The Tribute

A Gentlemanʼs Guide to Love and Murder

Pink Floyd Laser Spectacular

10/14 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena
809 French Street, Erie

10/17 | 7:30 p.m.
Warner Theatre
811 State Street, Erie

10/14 | 7 p.m.
Warner Theatre
811 State Street, Erie

10/21 | 8 p.m.
Warner Theatre
811 State Street, Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
Transformers: The Last Knight
10/14
Saturday
2 p.m. | 5 p.m. | 8 p.m.

SHOWTIMES:
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Gannon’s win drops Edinboro to 3-3, eclipsing losses from 2017
Homecoming game this weekend
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

Gannon, 47 — Edinboro, 25
The Edinboro Fighting Scots football team lost two games last year
as the third ranked team in the PSAC West. The 47-25 loss against
Gannon Saturday at McConnell Family Stadium already gives them
three for the year. So, where does Edinboro football go from here?
Another huge performance from the Division II leading rusher
and Painesville, Ohio native, Marc Jones was too much for the front
seven of Edinboro. Jones ran for 261 yards and a school-record six
touchdowns. For Edinboro, Walter Fletcher didn’t do too bad either,
notching three touchdowns of his own and 165 yards rushing.
During the second quarter, a hit on quarterback Jake Sisson would
take him out of the game, and he would not return. Sisson, a huge
reason for the Fighting Scots turnaround of late, has had a rough start
to the year, but has still shown the ability to spread the ball around the
offense. His status for next week’s homecoming game will be worth
monitoring.
The momentum was never really in Edinboro’s favor. After going
up by a touchdown early, two quick scores by Jones and the Gannon
offense immediately negated what the Edinboro offense was able to do
to start.
Three turnovers in their own territory and an inability to prevent
big plays down the field was Edinboro’s Achilles’ heel throughout the
game. With a dominating back like Jones, they had to commit players
to the box to stop the run, which left the secondary in a tough position,

usually forcing them to defend in single coverage.
Replacing Sisson in the second quarter was redshirt freshman
Andrew Tomko, who brought a little something different to the offense,
handing off the ball more often than usual playcalling. After coming
in and looking shaky, Tomko would return in the second half looking
much more confident.
Tomko would lead his offense to open the third on a 4-play, 84-yard
drive that led to Walter Fletcher’s third and final touchdown on the day.
Fletcher would go for 67 yards, taking it up the middle, only to work
his way outside like he so often does.
The score after this drive was 28-19. The rest of the half, not as
successful.
Gannon’s Jones would score the next three touchdowns to build the
score to 47-19. Gannon looked as if they were out for vengeance after
the notorious “fight” game that took place at Edinboro’s homecoming
last year.
After a touchdown by Kyle Galyk in the fourth quarter to close out
the game, the final score would be 47-25. Edinboro has an opportunity
to get back over .500 next week at their own homecoming matchup
against Erie rival Mercyhurst.
Michael Lantinen can be reached at sports.spectator@gmail.com.

Photo: Madi Gross

Place kicker Mike Cushma during a kickoff in Edinboro’s matchup against Gannon at the McConnell Family Stadium.
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Arcade
CBS mistake
When looking at the field
of journalism as a whole,
there are several mistakes
you should avoid at all costs.
Libel, burning a source, and
publishing fiction tend to be
the main transgressions,

B4.

The best party games to play this
Homecoming weekend, B8.
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The NFL’s young QBs are
outplaying the older ones, and
it’s about time
By Sam Farmer

Los Angeles Times
Young quarterbacks all over the NFL are
thriving — Deshaun Watson, Carson Wentz,
Jared Goff, Dak Prescott.
Several quarterbacks in their 30s seem
to be heading in the other direction — Ben
Roethlisberger, Carson Palmer, Philip Rivers,
Eli Manning, Jay Cutler.
With one group, we’re counting the
touchdowns. With the other, we’re counting
the days.
This could all change, as the regular season
isn’t even at the midway point. But through
five weeks, it has been a young man’s game.
It’s always perilous to make sweeping
statements, especially about quarterback play,
as their ability to rebound from bad games
is one of the aspects that has made these
seasoned veterans so good.
So when Pittsburgh’s Roethlisberger
sarcastically says, as he did last weekend after
his career-worst five interceptions against
Jacksonville, “Maybe I don’t have it anymore,”
brace yourself for a bounce-back game.
The Steelers will have their hands full when
they play at Kansas City on Sunday.
Not surprisingly, an exception is New
England’s Tom Brady, who at 40 continues to
add to his Hall of Fame credentials. He leads
the league with 1,702 yards passing, with 11
touchdowns and one interception.
The Patriots play at the New York Jets on
Sunday. Even though the Jets have won three
in a row, New England opened Monday as
a 9-point favorite. In an early-season twist,
there’s a three-team tie atop the AFC East
among the Patriots, Jets and Buffalo Bills, all
3-2.
Then there are the two quarterbacks from
the first round of the 2005 draft, No. 1 pick
Alex Smith, and No. 24 Aaron Rodgers, who
are having all-star seasons.
Kansas City’s Smith is having a career
year as he directs the league’s best and only
unbeaten team, with 11 touchdown passes
and no interceptions, and an NFL-best passer
rating of 125.8.
Green Bay’s Rodgers was typically
spectacular last weekend in a 35-31 victory
at Dallas, throwing three touchdown passes,
including the game-winner with 11 seconds
left.
The Packers play at Minnesota on Sunday.
JUST WINCE, BABY
The Oakland Raiders and Los Angeles
Chargers, who once envisioned sharing a
stadium in Carson, Calif., could wind up
sharing the same record through six weeks.

The Chargers are 1-4 after picking up their
first victory of the season at the New York
Giants.
The Raiders are 2-3, having lost three in a
row, most recently getting blown out at home
by Baltimore.
The Chargers play at Oakland on Sunday,
and there’s a good chance the Raiders will
have injured quarterback Derek Carr back.
He missed last weekend’s game with a broken
bone in his back.
Raiders coach Jack Del Rio reaffirmed to
reporters Monday that he anticipates Carr
starting against the Chargers. The Raiders are
desperate to stop their slide, and play host to
Kansas City just four days later.
IN A RUSH
The Thursday night matchup of
Philadelphia at Carolina looks especially good
now that both teams are 4-1 and rolling.
The Panthers held off Detroit, 27-24, on
Sunday and the Eagles torched Arizona, 34-7.
Both lead their respective divisions.
In addition to the strong play of Wentz,
the Eagles have been excellent on the ground,
with the fifth-ranked run offense and secondranked run defense.
“It’s been a good recipe for us in the last
few ballgames,” coach Doug Pederson said
Monday. “We need to establish the run in
football games to start. It just helps our
offense, helps our offensive line settle into
games. And when you see your defense, the
three and outs that they do have and stopping
the run, it can frustrate an opponent as it
would us when you can’t run the ball.”
JERSEY BOYS
The Denver Broncos will wear their
alternate all-blue uniforms Monday night
when they play host to the New York Giants,
the team normally known as Big Blue.
The Broncos have had mixed results the
past two times they wore those uniforms.
They previously donned it in Week 14 of
2015, when they lost to the Raiders. Before
that, they wore it in a 2014 game against San
Francisco in which Peyton Manning broke
Brett Favre’s record for career touchdown
passes.

Photos: Tribune News Service

Tough competition at GLVC invitational
turns out to be too much for the Fighting Scots
By Michael Lantinen
Sports Editor

This past weekend, the Edinboro
Fighting Scots took on monstrous
competition at the GLVC Crossover
Invitational. Unlike the teams they had
previously faced at the Paul Short Invite,
this meet offered no Division I talent.
Instead, they faced the same they will
eventually face if either team can earn
a bid to the nationals competition in
southern Indiana.
As a team, the men’s squad finished
in spot 11, and the women in 13th.
Separating themselves as the day’s top
finishers for Edinboro were Austin
Pondel and Stefanie Parsons. Most
notable was Pondel, who placed sixth
in the race overall, narrowly missing
breaking the 25-minute barrier.
Pondel, who is a transfer from Penn
State main campus, has continued to
have success throughout the year and
has proven to be a threat to nab another
Division II All-American honor for the
program.
Parsons, the freshman phenomenon,
Contributed Photo

came through big for the Scots with an
overall time of 22:34.9, which was good
enough for 32nd in the race.
Between the two teams, much could be
improved though.
“If we can put together our
performances from last week and this
week, we could have been a top team. We
just have to bring it all together when the
time comes,” Gene Baritot said.
Baritot placed second for the team and
68th overall in the race. After getting off
to a fast start, the redshirt junior hopes
to use this race as a building block for
what’s to come.
“It’s a long season and a lot of the guys
are starting to show that we can perform
well under pressure.”
Colton Cassell, a freshman who was
initially supposed to redshirt his first
year in the program, had a breakthrough
performance as the third runner on the
team.
“He has shown immense maturity for
his age and proven that he is a top class
runner,” senior Jon Gusew said.
Gusew finished in 88th and finally
found himself in a spot at the end of the

race where he can feel confident in going
forward.
“I sat back and set a nice rhythm.
Stayed relaxed. And for the last three
kilometers I looked to make moves and
close the race.”
Jared Hallow, the final scoring member
of the team, placed 104th with a time of
26:36.1.
On the women’s side, Hope Pietrocarlo,
Jasmine Fehr, Brooke Messinger and
Abbey Lang all scored.
“They ran below what they expected,
but they are a young team and they will
move forward from a performance like
that quickly. Younger runners remind
me of quarterbacks in the NFL, they
have short memories, they always have
their eyes set on their next competition,”
Gusew said.
The Fighting Scots will race again on
Oct. 21 at the PSAC Championships
at California (Pa.), where the women
currently rank as the top team in the
conference. The men rank second overall.
Michael Lantinen can be reached at
sports.spectator@gmail.com.
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Quidditch comes to Edinboro
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Edinboro students and members of the community gathered
to play two games of muggle quidditch on Sept. 30. The chilly
Saturday was part of the Potterfest celebrations.
The biggest difference between quidditch in the Harry Potter
realm and muggle quidditch is that the latter is, of course, not
played in the air on brooms. The only people who have brooms
are the “seekers,” as the brooms are used to identify them and
give the person acting as the “snitch” a chance to run. The
beaters use normal balls as “bludgers” and when hit, you must
stop what you are doing and touch one of your team’s goals.
Chasers use a deflated ball to score.
The group of people was split into two teams, red and blue.
The first game was dominated by the blue team, as the they led
8-4 when the snitch was caught. The teams went through some
changes as some players left and others joined in. The second
game was much closer, with a single point separating the teams
at 7-6, when the blue team caught the snitch again.
Edinboro student and quidditch player, Chris Persinger,
started playing quidditch his freshman year. He jokingly
revealed his favorite memory was winning all the games, but
then clarified that his best memory was being able to teach kids
and get them more involved in the event. He plays the game
because his brother introduced him to Harry Potter as a child,
and he thinks it’s a fun time.

Photo: Madi Gross

Seton Hill volleyball celebrates a point against Edinboro.

Edinboro loses to
Seton Hill in 5-set match
By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor
On Friday, the Fighting Scots
women’s volleyball team took a loss
at McComb Fieldhouse against the
Seton Hill Griffins after a five-set
match.
The first set went to Seton Hill
with a score of 25-16, and the second
went to Edinboro with a score of 2725. After each team had taken a win,
Seton Hill broke the tie and won
the third set with a score of 25-18.
Edinboro came back in the fourth
game with a score of 25-18. With
both teams having won two games
each, the match went into a fifth
game in which Seton Hill came out
on top of with a score of 15-7.
Although this game was a loss
for the Fighting Scots, the players
themselves put up impressive stats.
Freshman Cierah Jackson had 19
kills and 2 blocks. Senior Challen
Litwiler had 13 kills, 1 block and 18
digs in the duration of the match.
Throughout the game, redshirt
junior Tessa Sikora had a total of 10
kills and 4 blocks.
The Fighting Scots returned to

McComb Fieldhouse again Saturday
to face California University of
Pennsylvania and won in a 3-1
match. This game went into four
sets; Edinboro took the first two
with scores of 25-19 and 25-21. Cal
took the third game with a score
of 25-15, but Edinboro was able to
come back with a win in the fourth
with a score of 25-19.
Litwiler had a total of 14 kills, 1
ace, 1 block, 15 digs and 1 return in
this match. Jackson had a total of 13
kills and 4 blocks. Junior Hannah
Cantrill ended the game with 7 kills,
1 block and 1 assist.
After this weekend, Edinboro’s
volleyball team stood at 3-3 in the
PSAC. The Fighting Scots returned
to McComb Fieldhouse again on
Tuesday to face Slippery Rock
University, where they fell 3-0. They
will travel to Indiana University of
Pennsylvania on Friday and Clarion
University on Saturday.
Madi Gross can be reached at
sports.spectator@gmail.com.

Graphic: Dakota Palmer

Erica Burkholder can be reached at sports.spectator@
gmail.com.

Soccer earns another draw in matchup against Clarion
By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor
The Edinboro Fighting Scots women’s soccer team added
another tie to their record on Oct. 4 when they traveled to
Clarion, Pennsylvania to face the Golden Eagles.
Action started immediately with a foul called against
Edinboro (in under five minutes) and shots taken by each
team in the first six minutes. It wasn’t until another foul was
called on Edinboro that Clarion got another shot and scored
the first goal.
At the 14:58 mark in the first half of the game, senior
midfielder McKenzie Sheesley of Clarion scored the first
goal. This marker, unassisted, was Sheesley’s third of the
season.
The remainder of the first period didn’t present any goals,
but it did consist of six fouls (two Edinboro, four Clarion)
and nine more shots (seven Edinboro, two Clarion). A
yellow card was also handed to the sophomore midfielder of
Clarion, Meliah Roman.

The majority of the second half was played without any
goals. In this half, 11 fouls were called on Edinboro and four
on Clarion. A total of 12 shots were taken between the two
teams this half (eight Edinboro, four Clarion.) One goal was
scored this half by Edinboro’s sophomore midfielder, Morgan
Hamker, assisted by Ellie Frania and Ashley Mutkus (84:56).
In the first overtime, there were three fouls called on each
team and two shots taken by Edinboro, but due to neither
team scoring, the game went into a second overtime. In the
second overtime, there was one shot taken by Edinboro’s
Danielle Chatten that was blocked, leaving the game to end
in a 1-1 tie.
This game brought Edinboro to a record of 3-4-3 and
Clarion to a 5-3-3 mark in the PSACs. Edinboro will next
travel to West Chester to face the Golden Rams on Oct. 13
and will return to Sox Harrison Stadium to face Mansfield on
Oct. 15 at 1 p.m.
Madi Gross can be reached at sports.spectator@gmail.
com.
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Ryan Stratton pulls in a catch and run from quarterback Jake Sisson against Clarion.

Stratton
From A1
However, while humbled by the nomination
for team captain, Stratton explained receiving
the award would mean “honestly, nothing.” He
continued: “It’s just a thing. I’m weird about
awards. The old me always wanted awards
and always worked towards them, and then
whenever I found out about God — it’s not all
about that (awards).
“I don’t want to downplay it either or
disrespect AFCA and what they’re doing...
it’s just I don’t think you should get an award
for doing that kind of stuff. Number one — it
doesn’t go to me, it goes to God, [and] number
two, there’s a lot of people that should get a
piece of it.”
In addition to the nomination of the Allstate
AFCA Good Works Team Captain position,
Stratton has been the recipient of the Dr.
Joseph Laythe Award, is a two-time PSAC and
Edinboro Scholar-Athlete, and was recently
selected as a semifinalist for the 2017 William
F. Campbell Trophy, as announced by the
National Football Foundation and College Hall
of Fame (NFF).
“Ryan competes at everything he does. He
competes on the field, in the classroom and in
the community. He defines ‘servant’ leadership
[and] is all about doing for others. The best
part about Ryan is he gives our team a great
example of how to be great in every facet of
your life — academically, athletically, socially
and spiritually,” Bradford said.
He continued: “Ryan is deserving of all the
awards he has been nominated for. There isn’t
one person who has met Ryan that hasn’t been

touched by his kindness, love and fellowship.”
Stratton is a dual major in middle level math
and special education, with a minor in adaptive
leadership and military science. He is currently
in Edinboro University’s ROTC program
and plans to pursue active military duty after
college.
“After my time in the service, I think it
would be cool to do something with giving kids
flights, but I don’t know where or what God has
in store,” Stratton said.
Stratton also mentioned that he would like
to see The 12th Man project spread to other
universities.
“It would be really cool to see that spread,
because I know the impact it’s had on our team.
It’s just really cool to see big, strong guys that
are mucho tough, but [then] a kid comes in,
[and] it’s cool to see how they (football players)
get off their pedestal,” Stratton said.
Behind the face masks, the jerseys, the
daunting lights, rough tackles, screaming fans
and tunnels leading to where most of their
victories take place, players like Stratton and
the 22 other Allstate AFCA Good Works Team
Captain nominees prove that not all good
works take place on the field.
“It’s just cool to see how God works and how
he uses events in your life,” said Stratton.
“I know no matter where you go, you can
always share love and show love, and always do
something. Wherever you’re at, you can make
an impact.”
To cast your vote for the 2017 Allstate AFCA
Good Works Team Captain, visit ESPN.com/
Allstate, now through Nov. 23, 2017.
Macala Leigey can be reached at eupnews.
spectator@gmail.com.
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Our Viewpoint
CBS: Mistakes can lead to examples
of journalistic integrity for everyone
By Roman Sabella

a time, in their users. Publishing a fake obituary is quite literally the
definition of fake news, as anyone who has seen one of the 30 fake
celebrity death posts a year would know.
When looking at the field of journalism as a whole, there are
By claiming fault and giving an explanation, they helped keep
several mistakes you should avoid at all costs. Libel, burning a source their image by explaining their mistake and not diverting blame
and publishing fiction tend to be the main transgressions. But let’s
entirely to another source. While it was a combined issue on both
start at social media activity. And let’s not even start with an actual
the LAPD and CBS, they still chose to not just blame the police
journalist.
department, but also themselves.
On Monday, Oct. 2, one day after the Vegas shooting, then CBS
Now, the next incident comes into the picture, and this is just as
employed Hayley Geftman-Gold wrote in a Facebook comment her
important in my eyes. With the heavy scrutiny laid on politicians
true thoughts on the incident. It would cost her the job.
and their compatriots, it makes sense an organization that reports it
“If they wouldn’t do anything when children were murdered
in this way should practice what they preach, and they did
I have no hope that the Repugs will ever do the right thing.
exactly this.
I’m actually not even sympathetic bc country music fans
With news organizations speaking of impeachment
often are Republican gun-toters,” stated Geftman-Gold in
and the importance of wording and what one says
the comment that has since been deleted.
in the public sphere, they took the correct course of
Geftman-Gold was the VP and senior legal counsel at
action with the dismissal of Geftman-Gold. She
CBS in New York and was fired the day after making the
said something cruel and crass in the wake of a
comment.
tragedy, and deservingly lost her position due to it.
Now it couldn’t possibly get worse than that, right?
Had CBS not done this, they likely would have
Wrong. Tom Petty enters stage left.
a situation of lost credibility as their readers
Petty, the famous rock musician known for songs like
and opposition would now have moral
“I Won’t Back Down” and “Free Fallin’,” was found
reason to avoid their publication.
unconscious in his home, not breathing and in full
Who would trust a company who
cardiac arrest, but still alive. Instead of waiting
goes against their prescribed
for multiple confirmations, he’d be prematurely
morals and lets an employee speak
pronounced dead by CBS. The news spread
like that behind their company’s
like wildfire and without any official denial or
name?
confirmation, was picked up by multiple other
There are two main takeaways
media outlets before finally being confirmed
from this day that should be
false by the Los Angeles Police Department
adhered to by all media outlets: the
(LAPD).
first is to stick to facts and always
Upon the news release from the LAPD,
take blame if it is deserved, and the
CBS promptly rescinded their previous
second is to never let one bad apple
comments stating that they had “reported
(journalist or employee of a journalistic
information obtained officially from the
organization) spoil the bunch.
LAPD about Tom Petty” and that “the
This is the only way for news to
LAPD later said it was not in a position
maintain a moral high ground and
to confirm information about the
validity in today’s environment.
singer.” This error? By full-fledged
With the advent of technology
journalists.
putting everyone under the microscope
So you might be reading this and
and “fake news” being thrown at
wondering why you should care, or
every news organization seemingly in
how these events are really tied
existence, the journalism field
together to journalistic integrity,
is under fire. The least that
Photo: Tribune News Service
and I’d like to explain how.
those in the field and those
Tom Petty performing at the Hollywood Bowl for the last
First off, as many have seen, we
planning on going into it can
night of his 40th anniversary tour on Sept. 21.
are experiencing a massive advent
do is to take a precautionary
of “fake news,” whether it be real or
approach that fosters truth and
just used as a buzzword to throw off the American people from the
morals.
real issues. This has inadvertently brought to light the usefulness of
Another week, another crisis in journalism. This week? Jemele
fact-checking, which is something needed to maintain credibility in
Hill’s suspension from ESPN following some choice tweets. Have an
today’s political climate.
opinion? Let us know through a “Letter To The Editor.”
Had CBS not quickly stated their fault and made corrections to
their earlier report, they would have lost major credibility, at least for
Roman Sabella can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.com.
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Puerto Rico needs sympathy and aid
yesterday, not condescending comparison
How President Trump should change his rhetoric in times of need
By Steven Tagliente
Staff Photographer

Words, tone and timing all play a big
part in how we communicate as humans.
On Oct. 3, United States President
Donald Trump visited Puerto Rico to
give condolences, but mostly insults to its
grief-stricken people.
CNN quoted Trump saying: “Every
death is a horror, but if you look at a
real catastrophe like Katrina, and you
look at the tremendous — hundreds and
hundreds and hundreds of people that
died, and you look at what happened
here, with really a storm that was just
totally overpowering, nobody’s ever seen
anything like this.”
So, let’s try to break down the total
madness of this statement. First, Trump
was right by saying every death is a
horror; then he says “but,” which means
he’s about to totally contradict himself by
trivializing the deaths of the 16 Puerto
Ricans, saying it’s nothing compared
to the hundreds of deaths caused by
Katrina.
What I think he wanted to say was,
“These deaths are a tragedy, but let’s be

thankful it’s not as bad as the many who
lost their lives in Katrina.” Now I don’t
speak for the president, but it’d be nice to
imagine that’s what he meant.
However, he basically stated that “You
had 16 people die, it’s really not that bad.”
It was a much harsher tone than what
was called for. People are starving and
dying, and they look to their president
for encouragement and reassurance, not
belittlement.
Plus, by saying, “If you look at a real
catastrophe like Katrina,” this just says
that what the people of Puerto Rico are
facing is not a catastrophe.
Then to go on and say, “A storm that
was just totally overpowering, nobody’s
ever seen anything like this.” That just
totally contradicts his earlier statement
about Katrina being a real catastrophe.
Trump was also quoted saying:
“You can be very proud of all of your
people and all of our people working
together. Sixteen versus literally
thousands of people. You can be very
proud. Everybody around this table and
everybody watching can really be very
proud of what’s taken place in Puerto

Rico.”
Once again, he starts off with a nice
sentiment, talking about their people
and our people working together (even
though Puerto Ricans are Americans,
so it’s still not entirely correct, but that’s
neither here nor there), but then flubs it.
Then he gets into the number of people
who died in the catastrophe. “16 versus
thousands.” Once again, he compares
human lives as if it somehow makes this
tragedy better.
He then repeats himself about how
proud the Puerto Ricans should be.
Though I’m not sure what he means
by proud. Proud that they survived, or
proud that only 16 people died; because
one of those is not something to be
exactly proud about.
Although I don’t think the president
always says the right thing in the right
way, I’d like to believe that he’s at least
trying to make an effort to comfort the
grief-stricken citizens of Puerto Rico in
his own offensive Trump way.
Steven Tagliente can be reached at
voices.spectator@gmail.com.
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Elmo, along with the rest of the characters on ‘Sesame
Street,’ help children to better understand diversity.

ʻSesame Streetʼ
advocates for
Americaʼs children
By JoAllie Paluchak
Staff Writer

“Sesame Street” has been a
staple for children since its first
broadcast on Nov. 10, 1969.
From its origin, the program
sought to educate children on
basic academic skills, such as
counting and color recognition.
Over the years, “Sesame Street”
has tackled various societal
issues as well, such as divorce,
disability and even death.
Currently, 48 years later,
“Sesame Street” has continued
to adapt to our culture’s social
climate and focuses in on the
needs of our youth, not just
academically, but emotionally.
In addition, the show has added
a new character, Julia, who
has autism, which highlights
how not all people learn, feel,
communicate or show affection
in the same manner. “Sesame
Street” provides viewers with
characters who are mentally,
physically and emotionally
different, thus attempting to
reflect the diversity in our
country.
Moreover, new episodes are
emerging that teach children
how to cope with trauma
effectively. One episode displays
Big Bear having “big feelings,”
such as anger, confusion and
even anxiety. His friend Alan
reassures him that it’s okay to
have these feelings and talks
him through creating his own
safe place in his head, which
helps him calm down.
The relevance and
importance of this episode is
based on data that states: “One
in five children in the United
States has experienced at least
two types of adverse childhood
experiences, such as abuse and
neglect, witnessing domestic
violence, or living with an adult
who has a mental illness or a
substance abuse problem. The
rates are higher for teenagers.”
Researchers say they believe
the responses, which are
“reported by children’s parents,
[and] are likely undercounts.”

Scientists have established
experiences that induce
chronic stress and hormonal
imbalances can have lasting
implications for health, and
emotional and learning
development. Therefore,
“Sesame Street” is not “creating
snowflakes,” as some critiques
have suggested, they are
providing the 20 percent of
children in America who
are suffering with immense
trauma with vital mental health
techniques, with skills for
improving their quality of life
today, and giving skills that can
be utilized throughout their life.
Martha Davis, senior
program officer for the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation,
which provided “Sesame
Street” materials about
trauma, stated: “We know that
traumatic experiences can be
life-changing. We also know
that kids can be remarkably
resilient.”
The programming is a
remarkable stepping stone into
addressing tough topics for
children, but more importantly
in letting children know that
the issues they are facing are
normal, and they are not alone
in how they feel.
Some of the coping skills
“Sesame Street” teaches
includes The Count showing
how counting helps him calm
down when he is mad. Another
episode displays Rosita, who
learns to punch a pillow or roar
like a dinosaur when she is
angry or frustrated. Elmo talks
about giving himself a hug or
building a fort out of blankets
so he can feel safe when he’s
scared. Any of these tools
sound familiar? That’s because
these coping mechanisms are
not just for kids; adults do and
should use these skills daily
to work out our own “big
feelings.”
JoAllie Paluchak can be
reached at voices.spectator@
gmail.com.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of veriﬁcation, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Congress on Yemen
By Daniel Depetris
Los Angeles Times

loophole.” Federal law prohibits anyone
convicted of domestic violence against
a spouse or child from owning a gun.
But the ban doesn’t apply to anyone who
abuses a parent, a sibling or a short-term
partner. It doesn’t apply to convicted
stalkers, either.
A third: gun trafficking. Remarkably,
there’s no clear federal statute that
makes gun trafficking a federal crime.
Much of the time, transferring a gun
to someone who shouldn’t have it is
treated as a paperwork violation. That
makes it harder for ATF and other law
enforcement agencies to prosecute
trafficking rings.
Finally, a mundane problem
that should be easy to fix: ATF is
underfunded and understaffed. The
agency hasn’t grown in a decade, even
though the number of guns in private
hands has exploded. One of the reasons
the current background check system
doesn’t work as well as it should is
that ATF doesn’t have the resources to
answer every query within 72 hours,
after which the buyer automatically gets
his gun. (That’s how Dylann Roof, who
killed nine people in Charleston, S.C.,
in 2015, was able to buy a pistol despite
having a criminal record.) And the
problem’s about to get worse: President
Trump’s budget would cut 14 percent
from gun enforcement over the next
decade. That’s nuts.
A single law won’t end mass
shootings, any more than laws against
homicide can prevent all murders. But
gun laws can still be improved, and they
can be better enforced. Feinstein’s bill is
one place to start.
Will Congress step up? That
will depend on what it hears from
constituents, especially gun owners.
The 2nd Amendment guarantees their
right to bear arms. Are they willing to
get along without bump stocks to spare
their fellow citizens from harm?

The ongoing civil war in Yemen was instigated by the region’s
major powers, with Iran on one side and a Saudi Arabia-led
coalition of Persian Gulf states on the other. The fighting,
especially airstrikes by Saudi and United Arab Emirates pilots,
has devastated Yemen, one of the Arab world’s poorest nations.
It has created what three U.N. agencies call “the world’s largest
humanitarian crisis”: Sixty percent of the Yemeni population is
“food insecure”; 700,000 have been infected with cholera, a deadly
disease spread by a lack of clean water and sanitation.
There are plenty of man-made catastrophes around the world
today, but the conflict in Yemen is unique because the United
States is not a bystander or neutral arbiter. We have gone along for
the ride, providing indirect military assistance on the Saudi side.
Without congressional authorization, and without a peep from
the leaders of either party, the Obama and Trump administrations
made the U.S. a participant. Now a bipartisan group of House
members is invoking the War Powers Act of 1973 and demanding
that Congress either support our involvement in Yemen or direct
the president to end it.
Since March 2015, when the Saudi coalition began bombing
Houthi rebels in support of the internationally recognized Yemeni
government, the U.S. Air Force has assisted, enabled, Riyadh and
its allies in the air campaign. Americans aren’t pulling triggers, but
we are integral protagonists in the fight.
Air Force intelligence identifies Houthi targets to hit and
civilian facilities to avoid. At the U.N., in the Security Council and
the Human Rights Council, Washington has protected Riyadh
from censure, watering down resolutions and preventing war
crimes inquiries. Most important, throughout the war, Saudi and
Emirati jets have used U.S. midair refueling capabilities to keep up
the pace of operations without having to return to a base.
According to Pentagon statistics, the Air Force has refueled
Saudi aircraft more than 9,000 times. American pilots don’t have
to traverse Yemeni airspace to reach coalition planes, which keeps
us technically out of the fighting, but without this U.S. help, it is
unlikely the Saudi side could maintain its participation in what
regional analysts already call a quagmire.
Congress has had no say in U.S. involvement in the war. Out
of cowardice, political concerns, general disinterest in Yemen
or (unjustified) allegiance to Saudi Arabia, lawmakers have
not debated, let alone voted on, whether U.S. national security
interests are served by picking winners and losers in a proxy
contest between rival Mideast factions. U.S. participation has been
left to the president to decide, as if Congress had no responsibility
in scrutinizing American foreign policy.
This is not what the Founders envisioned. The Constitution
places no higher priority on the legislative branch than
determining when the United States will send its servicemen
and women into war. In this case, long before the military
aid was offered, the American people, through their elected
representatives, should have had a national debate about what,
if any, U.S. objectives would be served by entering the Yemen
conflict, what military support would be required, whether
diplomatic conditions should be attached to military action and
how aiding Riyadh’s bombing campaign could affect our other
interests in the region. (In fact, the destruction of Yemen has
strengthened al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula and worked
against our counterterrorism operations there.)
On Sept. 27, Reps. Ro Khanna, D-Calif., Thomas Massie,
R-Ky., Mark Pocan, D-Wis., and Walter Jones, R-N.C., stepped
in to fill the void in congressional leadership. They introduced a
concurrent resolution under the War Powers Act, demanding an
end to U.S. involvement in the Yemen civil war in 30 days unless
Congress votes otherwise. Under provisions in the act, such a
resolution supposedly cannot be stalled or buried in committee.
If the House Foreign Affairs Committee does not move the
resolution forward within 15 days, sometime this week, it can be
brought to the floor for debate and a vote anyway.
Supporters and opponents of U.S. policy in Yemen should make
their case to the American people through Congress, just as the
founders intended and the Constitution requires. Lawmakers have
the power to make that happen, but that power is meaningless if
they refuse to use it.

Whigs practically salivated at the prospect of finally turning their
many plans into action, from massive public works projects (called
“internal improvements” at this time) and, most important of all, a
new national bank (Andrew Jackson abolished the last one).
But when Clay pestered Tyler about the bank, Tyler demurred,
finally losing his patience and sending Clay on his way. He later
wrote Clay: “To be perfectly frank with you, I would not have (the
Bank) urged too prematurely.”
But Tyler’s rejection carried only so much weight with Clay, who
commanded strong majorities in both houses of Congress. Instead
of seizing the legislative initiative from the White House, Tyler, like
Trump on health care, chose to play a relatively small role in the
process. This proved disastrous. Clay commandeered the legislative
program, writing up a bank bill that ignored Tyler’s concerns,
daring him to veto a bill passed by his own party.
Tyler did just that, sending one of his most trusted advisers,
his son, John, Jr. to hand deliver the veto message to Congress.
Grateful Democrats, surprised at their good fortune, exploited the
growing divide between Tyler and the Whig Party, and joined the
president at the White House to pay their respects at a gathering
that featured plenty of hard liquor.
Two days after the veto, enraged Whigs gathered outside the
White House at night, threw rocks at the mansion, beat drums,
blew horns and then burned John Tyler in effigy. The men were
arrested and charged, but Tyler interceded on the prisoners’ behalf,
arguing that they had merely been expressing a political opinion.
(The historical record does not indicate what Tyler might have
thought of professional athletes kneeling during the national
anthem.)
Congress tried yet again to resurrect the national bank, hoping
to find a compromise that made everyone, even Tyler, happy. Then
Henry Clay stood up in Congress, blasted Tyler, and accused of
him of being of a tool of the Democratic Party. The nastiness of the
attacks turned off some Whigs, and when Clay rammed through
another version of the bank bill, it passed by only five votes. Tyler
promptly vetoed it.
Whigs excoriated Tyler, labeling him “His Accidency” and a
“vast nightmare over the republic”; they then formally expelled
him from the party. Clay and other Whig leaders began plotting
to force Tyler from power, formulating what he believed to be
a foolproof plan. Though none of Tyler’s cabinet was married

to Senate power brokers (see Chao, Elaine) all but one, Daniel
Webster, hailed from Clay’s faction. And on September 11, 1841,
everyone but Webster resigned, believing that the dramatic exodus
would drive Tyler from power.
Nothing of the sort happened; nor did a push for impeachment
succeed. Tyler swiftly drove a wedge through the Whig Party,
selecting a new cabinet that consisted of Whigs outside of Clay’s
circle. Clay still believed he could intimidate Tyler into getting
the Whig program passed, but Tyler continued to veto anything
that Clay touched, though he did sign off on some pieces of Whig
legislation. Dividing the Whigs even more and emboldening the
Democrats. In midterm elections, the Whigs lost seventy seats
in the House, not that Tyler cared. He was now a man without a
party.
The perils of a president no longer bound by party loyalty soon
grew larger. Toward the end of his term, Tyler sought to create a
new party that drew equally from both Whigs and Democrats. He
called it the new “Democratic-Republican” party, and prepared to
seek its nomination for president in 1844. The Whigs countered by
nominating Henry Clay, while the Democrats bet on a dark-horse
candidate, James Polk of Tennessee.
Tyler had no chance of winning, and as the election
approached, he realized that he would draw away critical votes
from Polk, denying the Democrats victory. In August, 1844, Tyler
ostentatiously withdrew from the race, signaling that he supported
Polk. His followers shifted their allegiances. Polk won the election
by a mere eight thousand votes. The Democrats also won the
House and Senate.
The Whigs did not recover from Tyler’s presidency. They never
recaptured the Senate, and only briefly held a razor-thin majority
in the House. The Whig Zachary Taylor won the presidency in
1848, but died a little over a year into his term, replaced by another
accidental president, Millard Fillmore. By the end of Fillmore’s
term, the Whigs went extinct.
It’s a story that today’s Republican party should study. They
may believe that they can contain the damage wrought by the
unpredictable, former Democrat who now leads their party
and the nation. But history suggests that we may be at the very
beginning of a long, painful unraveling.
Buckle up.
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A further look into the functionality of a bump stock.

A narrow gun bill that could pass is better than an expansive one
By Doyle McManus
Los Angeles Times

After every mass shooting, the nation
trudges through the same familiar steps.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the
victims. Don’t politicize a tragedy by
trying to stop the next one. OK, propose
something, but unless it would have
prevented the last incident, we’re not
interested. Eventually, the debate dies
down, until next time.
Last weekend’s massacre in Las Vegas
might be an exception to that pattern.
For once, there actually is a proposal
that would make it more difficult for
the next Stephen Paddock to kill and
injure so many people: a ban on “bump
stocks” and other devices that enable
semiautomatic weapons to fire more
rapidly than normal. Without bump
stocks, Paddock still could have killed
dozens of people with his 23 weapons,
but the toll might have been lower.
Democratic Sens. Dianne Feinstein
of California and Richard Blumenthal
of Connecticut have introduced a bill to
impose such a ban. Several Republicans
have said the question deserves a serious
look.
More proof that it’s a good idea: the
National Rifle Association quickly tried
to neuter the Democrats’ bill. The NRA
said bump stocks should be scrutinized,
not by Congress, legislating in the
aftermath of tragedy, but by the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives.
That won the NRA undeserved praise
for statesmanship. In fact, it was a
gambit to make it less likely that tough
restrictions will be put in place.
Don’t take my word for that. That’s
also the view of the top gun rights
champion at the right-wing Breitbart
News service, A.W.R. “Rusty” Hawkins.
“The NRA is calling on members of
Congress to squash talk of more gun
control by moving the bump stock

discussion back where it began in 2010:
with the ATF,” he explained last week.
In 2010, ATF ruled that bump stocks
are legal because they don’t physically
change semiautomatic weapons to turn
them into machine guns. In 2013, ATF
said it doesn’t think it has the legal
authority to do anything about the
devices.
That’s why the problem still requires
legislation, Feinstein argued last week.
If anything, the Feinstein bill is
vulnerable to the criticism that it’s
unambitious. Outlawing bump stocks
won’t stop mass shootings or individual
homicides, far from it. And what about
all the other causes of death by firearm,
including accidents and suicides?
But the impulse to tackle too many
problems at once is one of the reasons
Congress hasn’t succeeded in passing
any major restriction on firearms in
more than a decade.
Even after Sandy Hook, when a
gunman killed 20 elementary school
children in Newtown, Conn., in
2012, nothing changed. Now, with a
Republican majority and a president
who has promised to “come through”
for the NRA, broad gun control is an
impossible goal.
Feinstein’s narrow proposal,
responding to a single horrifying
incident, is a kind of pilot project: an
attempt to see if Congress can pass
anything over objections from the NRA.
And if legislation gets through, there’s
a long list of other narrow measures
waiting their turn.
One is background checks. Anyone
who buys a gun from a federally licensed
gun dealer must undergo a background
check. In much of the country, however,
if you buy your weapons on the internet
or from an amateur dealer, no check is
required. That’s a boon to criminals and
gun traffickers.
Another is the “domestic violence

A bit of Washington history suggests how bad things could get
By Stephen Mihm
Bloomberg View

Despite unified control of the House, the Senate and the White
House, few legislative accomplishments come to mind. A bitter
conflict between a president with little interest in party loyalty and
a career politician running the Senate.
No, this particular story isn’t about Donald Trump and Mitch
McConnell. But Republicans wondering just how bad things can
get should take a close look at another episode of Washington
history that suggests the worst is yet to come.
In 1841, President John Tyler was engaged in a bitter feud with
Henry Clay, the de-facto leader of the Senate, that was brutal for
both sides, and to the party they both belonged. Then, as now, the
president was a defector from the Democratic party whom almost
no one expected to rise to the highest office in the land. Then, as
now, the Senate leader was career politician from Kentucky known
for his legislative brilliance.
Politics in the 1830s had been defined by the clash between
Andrew Jackson, a Democrat, and his opponents, who eventually
coalesced as the so-called “Whig Party.” The Whigs, who counted
Kentucky’s Henry Clay among their leaders, found themselves
outplayed at almost every turn by Jackson. Their failure to roll back
Jackson’s agenda continued under the presidency of Democrat
Martin Van Buren.
Whigs hit the trifecta in 1840, capturing the House, the Senate,
and the presidency, which went to William Henry Harrison and
his running mate, Tyler. Harrison, a devoted Whig who had fought
in the Battle of Tippecanoe, was a party favorite. Tyler was an
afterthought, or at least that was the strong suggestion of a Whig
saying at the time: “We will vote for Tyler therefore, without a why
or a wherefore.”
Fast forward to the spring of 1841, when Harrison gave the
longest inaugural speech in history, standing out in the cold March
snow and rain without the benefit of a coat or hat. He fell ill and
died a month later. Though the rules of presidential succession
had yet to be hammered out, Tyler took the initiative and declared
himself the new president.
Clay, now presiding over the Senate, was disappointed in
Harrison’s death, but figured he could get Tyler to support the
Whig legislative program. Stymied by years of Democratic rule, the
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Devon Christian walks through his neighbor’s flooded home in Bermuda. Christian took shelter in the home after his was destroyed by Hurricane Irma.
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After Irma, Barbuda isn’t ready for evacuees’ return
By Ann M. Simmons
Los Angeles Times

CODRINGTON —
Barbuda, It was a grim
homecoming.
Crumpled sheet metal,
shattered glass, snapped
wooden planks, clothing and
remnants of refrigerators,
stoves and flat-screen
televisions were strewn where
a village bustled the day before
Hurricane Irma visited this
tiny Caribbean island in early
September.
Days after Irma left, another
hurricane seemed poised
to strike Barbuda, and all
1,800 people were ordered
to evacuate to neighboring
Antigua. The second storm
missed. But a month later,
residents were trickling back
to see what they could salvage.
“When I look at it, all I can
say is that we’re lucky to be
alive,” said 53-year-old Devon
Christian, who lost one of his
two houses as well as his job.
The storm decimated the Coco
Point Lodge, the luxury resort
where he tended bar for more
than three decades.
He said he was determined
to rebuild his life there: “This
is my home, and that’s where I
want to be.”
It’s the predominant
sentiment among the people

of Barbuda, the vast majority
of whom remain on Antigua,
35 miles to the south. But the
damage is so extensive that
officials are dissuading the
displaced from moving back
anytime soon, leaving them
largely dependent on the
generosity of their hosts.
The two islands, both
former British colonies, were
granted independence in 1981
as a single country known
as Antigua and Barbuda.
But it is unclear how long
the goodwill of the 93,000
residents of Antigua will last.
The Barbudans are already
straining the health, education
and social service systems
there.
“People become
overwhelmed with the
enormity of the help they have
to provide, and they have to go
into their own resources,” said
Cleon Athill, vice president
of a grass-roots citizen group
called the Movement, which
has been collecting donations
of food, clothing and other
supplies. “People have been
coming and saying, for
example, ‘I have two people in
my house; all my food has run
out. Can you please provide
me with some?’”
Shell-shocked from the
storm, Gloria Cephas arrived
on Antigua with six of her
children and no possessions

other than the clothes they
wore.
Her savior was a property
manager, James Richards.
After a church member called
to ask him for help housing
evacuees, he arranged for
Cephas to live for free in
an upscale two-bedroom
townhouse with a deck
overlooking the harbor in the
capital, St. John’s.
“It was something I had
to do,” Richards said. “Going
through such a traumatic
experience, it will give families
some sense of normalcy. They
have a roof over their head.”
Cephas’ eyes welled with
tears as she described the
devastation back home, a
place where nearly everything
was within walking distance,
markets, schools and jobs, and
everybody knew everybody
else.
“I’m hoping for Barbuda
to be rebuilt,” she said. “I’m
hoping to get back my house.
But for right now, we have no
choice but to stay. We miss
home, but what do we return
to?
“The best thing for us is to
stay put in Antigua until we
can get something sorted out,”
she said.
Richards said the family
could remain until at least the
end of October.
About 320 people wound up

in shelters, including the local
cricket stadium. But most were
taken in by relatives, friends or
strangers.
Alaida Deazle and her
husband, son, daughter,
son-in-law and three
grandchildren moved into the
apartment on the top floor of
Morvel Francis’ house.
“When I heard of the
terrible disaster ... I was
absolutely horrified,” said
Francis, a 67-year-old social
worker. “I just wanted to help
as many people as possible.”
The Deazles have “become
like a part of my family,” she
said.
“Thank God for Mrs.
Francis,” Deazle said. “She
came just in the nick of time.
God sent her.”
The sudden influx on
Antigua, however, has not
been easy to provide for.
Roughly half of the
newcomers are adults who
need to find work. Schools
must accommodate an extra
600 children. The elderly need
medical care.
The strain has been
compounded by the arrival
of hundreds of people from
neighboring Dominica, which
was ravaged by Hurricane
Maria on Sept. 18. Other
storm refugees have come
from St. Martin and the British
Virgin Islands.

Michael Joseph, president
of the country’s Red Cross
Society, called the situation
a humanitarian crisis and
predicted that Antiguans
now playing host could
become victims of their own
generosity.
“They now have an
increase in electricity, water,
transportation costs,” he said.
“This is going to increase the
vulnerability of families that
are already facing their own
personal challenges.”
The government is trying
to ease the burden by fixing
up an old hotel and other
buildings to turn them into
long-term housing.
“Once these are finished, we
will move the families in there,
which will give them some
greater dignity in terms of the
present space that is available
now,” said Philmore Mullin,
director of the National Office
of Disaster Services.
But allowing people to get
too comfortable comes with
its own risk for officials: The
more the newcomers settle in,
the less likely they may be to
leave.
“We’re not in a hurry,” said
Charles Nelson, 60, who was
staying at the cricket stadium
with his partner and their four
children, ages 5 to 12. They
had to leave their dog behind
in Barbuda.

“We would have to rebuild
from scratch,” Nelson said.
“The kids are in school, and
they like it here.”
Not that Barbuda could
support its own population
right now.
“The main infrastructure
is totally devastated,” said
Arthur Nibbs, the minister
of agriculture, lands, fisheries
and Barbuda affairs. “There’s
no electricity, there’s no water.
There’s no security. It cannot
be more challenging. My
advice to them is that they
should not be in a rush to
return.”
In an interview with the
Los Angeles Times, the
nation’s prime minister,
Gaston Browne, described the
62-square-mile island, best
known by outsiders for its pink
beaches and tropical seabird
sanctuary, as “uninhabitable.”
He said that at least 90
percent of all homes suffered
some type of damage and that
most of those would require
significant reconstruction or
were destroyed. Preliminary
estimates have put the cost
of rebuilding at $250 million,
more than 12 percent of the
country’s gross domestic
product.

‘Let’s talk’ rallies across Spain
seek to defuse Catalonia crisis
By Rodrigo Orihuela
& Maria Tadeo
Bloomberg News

MADRID — Demonstrators dressed in white
gathered outside city halls in Barcelona, Madrid
and across Spain Saturday to demand that
opposing sides in the country’s constitutional
crisis move back from the brink.
“Let’s talk,” in Spanish and Catalan, said
the banners and flags at Sant Jaume square
in Barcelona and around Madrid’s Cibeles
Fountain.
“It’s time to talk and find a way out, I don’t
need to carry a flag. This isn’t a political
movement, it’s a citizen movement,” Nuria
Lliteras, a teacher, said at the Barcelona rally.
Time may be running out. Catalonian
President Carles Puigdemont is negotiating
the text of a declaration of independence with
his group’s more radical partner, El Mundo
newspaper reported. He’s scheduled to brief
the regional parliament Tuesday, the first step
toward a declaration.
As Spain and Catalonia planned their next
moves before next week’s likely showdown, the
focus was on the financial toll of secession talk.
The board of CaixaBank, the biggest symbol
of the Catalonia’s wealth and economic clout,
decided Friday to move its legal base.
“It’s very sad what we are seeing, the
departure of extremely important companies
from Catalonia,” Spanish Economy Minister
Luis de Guindos said at a news conference
in Madrid Friday. “This isn’t the fault of the
companies. It’s clearly the fault of irresponsible
policy which at the end of the day generates
uncertainty and anxiety.”
Puigdemont risks economic damage and
being cast adrift by Europe if he pushes ahead
with secession plans based on a referendum that
breached Spain’s constitution.
If Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
and his minority government have to step in
to reassert control, they will be loath to risk a
repeat of scenes a week ago Sunday of police
violence against peaceful voters that drew

international condemnation and inflamed the
separatists.
On Friday, Rajoy’s proxies sought to ease the
anger over that crackdown. “We are profoundly
sorry because this was not our wish. We didn’t
want a single person getting hurt,” Enric Millo,
the central government’s chief representative in
Catalonia, said on Bloomberg Television.
Spanish government spokesman Inigo
Mendez de Vigo issued a collective apology
at the same time. “If there were incidents, and
there were, and people were affected, obviously
we are all sorry,” he said.
A new law approved by Spain’s Cabinet
Friday eased the way for companies to
change domiciles, sending a clear message to
Catalonian leaders that the government will
use its administrative muscle to encourage such
moves.
Banco Sabadell last week said last week that
it will move its headquarters to the Spanish city
of Alicante, while CaixaBank’s board decided on
Valencia.
Gas Natural also Friday announced it would
move its registered office to Madrid from
Barcelona, citing political concerns.
Puigdemont had sought to evaluate the
result of the independence vote at a session of
the regional parliament Monday until it was
suspended by the Spanish Constitutional Court.
He’s now seeking to address lawmakers Tuesday.
The regional government said the bid to
break away won the support of 90 percent of 2.3
million voters. Many stayed away or couldn’t
vote, with turnout at 42 percent.
“There will be some formula for the Catalan
Parliament to convene and hold its meeting as
planned,” Jordi Sanchez, who heads the most
powerful group among the separatists, known
as the Catalan National Assembly, said in an
interview in Barcelona. “There will be a plenary
session.” Sanchez is being investigated by the
National Court in Madrid for possible sedition.
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First Minister Nicola Sturgeon stands with volunteers before walking across the
Queensferry Crossing in Fife, Scotland on Sept. 2.

Scottish National Party vows
to pay post Brexit fees for EU citizens
By Tribune News
Service
The Scottish National
Party Sunday promised to
pay any post-Brexit charges
for EU citizens working in
Scotland’s public sector, if
they are imposed under the
U.K. government’s proposed
registration plan.
“The SNP believes
that the United Kingdom
should remain in the EU
single market and continue
to benefit from the free
movement of people,” the
party said in a position
paper published at the start
of its annual conference.
“This is the only way

to absolutely guarantee
the ongoing rights of EU
citizens and their family
members, and British
people living and working
elsewhere in the EU,” it said.
If the British government
implements a proposed
system to grant EU citizens
“settled status” after Brexit,
the SNP-led Scottish
government wants to “take
concrete steps to help.”
Meeting any costs for
EU citizens working in the
public sector would “help us
to retain the doctors, nurses
and other valued public
servants that we need,” it
said.
SNP leader Nicola

Sturgeon confirmed the plan
to assist the EU in the public
sector.
“Why? Because it helps
individuals, it helps us keep
vital workers in the NHS
(National Health Service)
and public services, and
it sends a message to EU
nationals that we want them
to stay here because we
welcome them,” Sturgeon
said on BBC.
More than 60 per cent of
voters in Scotland voted to
stay in the EU in last year’s
Brexit referendum, while
52 per cent voted for Brexit
across Britain and Northern
Ireland.
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The campus of the Keck School of Medicine of USC in Los Angeles.

USC med school dean out amid new revelations
By Sarah Parvini, Harriet Ryan and
Paul Pringle
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — After the dean of the
University of Southern California’s medical
school resigned last year amid long-running
complaints about his drinking and boorish
treatment of colleagues, university leaders
assured students and faculty that his
successor would be worthy of respect.
The man USC chose, however, had a black
mark on his own personnel record: a finding
by the university 15 years ago that he had
behaved inappropriately toward a female
medical school fellow.
USC formally disciplined the dean, Rohit
Varma, in 2003 following allegations that he
sexually harassed the young researcher while
he was a junior professor supervising her
work, according to confidential personnel
records reviewed by the Los Angeles Times
and interviews with people familiar with the
university investigation.
As the Times was preparing to publish a
story disclosing the case, USC announced
Thursday afternoon that Varma was no
longer dean.
“Based on previously undisclosed
information brought to the university
in recent days, USC leadership has lost
confidence in Dr. Rohit Varma’s ability to
lead our medical school. As of today, he
is no longer dean of the Keck School of
Medicine,” USC Provost Michael Quick said
in a statement.
The woman accused Varma of making
unwanted sexual advances during a trip to a
conference and then retaliating against her
for reporting him, according to the records
and interviews. USC paid her more than
$100,000 and temporarily blocked Varma
from becoming a full member of the faculty,
according to the records and interviews.
“The behavior you exhibited is
inappropriate and unacceptable in the
workplace, reflects poor judgment, is
contrary to the University’s standards of
conduct, and will not be tolerated at the
University of Southern California,” a USC
official wrote in a 2003 letter of reprimand.
Despite this, USC soon promoted Varma
to full professor. He was elevated three
years ago to chair of the ophthalmology
department by Carmen Puliafito, the former

dean whose drug use and association with
criminals the Times revealed this summer.
The sexual harassment allegation is
well known in the upper echelons of the
university, but not among many of the
students and staff. The Times learned of
it after publishing the July report about
Puliafito. Current and former faculty
members contacted the newspaper to express
concern that Varma was overseeing the
medical school given the harassment finding.
Candidates from top U.S. universities
were in the running for the dean’s position,
raising questions about why USC elected to
follow Puliafito’s troubled tenure with the
appointment of a faculty member previously
found to have committed misconduct.
Varma did not respond to messages
seeking comment.
At the January ceremony formally
installing Varma as dean, USC
administrators lauded his groundbreaking
research on eye problems in minorities. A
news release noted that he was “one of the
leading recipients of research funding from
the National Institutes of Health,” delivering
tens of millions of dollars in grant money to
the school.
“Healing, passion and hope, these words
speak to the character of our new dean,” USC
President C.L. Max Nikias told the standingroom only crowd.
The harassment complaint sprang from
a 2002 ophthalmology conference. At the
time, Varma was a 40-year-old rising star
in ophthalmology with an inspirational
backstory. Raised in India, he had
volunteered at a leper colony during medical
school and worked alongside Mother Teresa,
according to a USC press release. He had
come to USC in 1993 and carved out a niche
researching the prevalence of eye problems
in minorities, a field of study the federal
government was eager to fund.
A young international student working for
Varma on one of those research projects, an
NIH-funded study of eye disease in Latinos,
accompanied him to the conference.
The woman later told USC investigators
that when they arrived at the conference
hotel, Varma told the woman he had booked
a single room and expected her to share
a bed with him, according to two sources
familiar with USC’s investigation. She told

the investigators that when she questioned
the arrangement, Varma claimed the grant
money would only cover one room, the
sources said.
She said that when she protested further,
he took her cellphone away and threatened
to have her visa revoked, according to the
sources. The woman told investigators that
she had no money to pay for her own room
and ended up sleeping on a cot in Varma’s
room, the sources said.
She reported the incident to USC,
and the university’s Office of Equity and
Diversity launched an investigation of
Varma for sexual harassment and retaliation.
Investigators found evidence to support her
claims, according to confidential university
records reviewed by the Times.
“It has been determined that there
is sufficient basis to conclude that
inappropriate behavior has occurred,” then
Keck School of Medicine Dean Stephen
Ryan wrote to Varma in a March 2003 letter.
“Further inappropriate behavior will result in
your dismissal.”
As punishment, Varma was denied an
expected promotion to full professor and his
salary was reduced by $30,000, according to
the letter. (He was making about $280,000,
according to a disclosure he filed in his
divorce case later that year.) He also was
ordered to undergo counseling about sexual
harassment, the letter stated.
“In addition, you should avoid all oneon-one encounters with (the researcher).
Contact with (her) shall be limited to that
which is necessary to perform your job,”
Ryan told him in the letter.
Ryan, who died in 2013, wrote that the
letter “will be part of your permanent
University file.” A half-dozen USC officials
were copied on the letter, including two who
remain in prominent roles: Vice Provost
Martin Levine and Senior Vice President and
General Counsel Carol Mauch Amir.
The university reached a $135,000
settlement with the woman, according to
sources with knowledge of the payment. A
university source said Varma personally paid
about $11,000 of the settlement. The woman
ultimately left the United States. Reached by
phone recently, she declined to comment.
The decision to discipline Varma but keep
him on the faculty came the month after

he received a five-year, $11 million grant
from the NIH. At the time, it was the largest
grant ever awarded to USC’s ophthalmology
department.
In the following years, USC rolled back
some of Varma’s punishments. University
administrators rescinded the $30,000
reduction in his salary in 2004. They
reasoned that the loss of a promised raise
was sanction enough, according to internal
university correspondence.
“We are confident that Dr. Varma will not
make these mistakes again and that he has
learned a great deal from this process,” Ryan
and another medical school administrator
wrote to Varma’s department chair in 2004.
In 2005, the university promoted Varma to
full professor, according to his USC bio.
Through it all, Varma continued attracting
substantial research funding. In the years
since the harassment case, the NIH sent
more than $60 million in grants to USC
for Varma’s projects, according to federal
databases.
Varma left USC in 2012 for a brief stint
as chair of the ophthalmology department
at University of Illinois at Chicago College
of Medicine. Two years later, then-dean
Puliafito brought him back to USC as
ophthalmology department chair and codirector of what is now known as the Gayle
and Edward Roski Eye Institute.
By that time, Puliafito had become
unpopular with many on campus. Faculty
and staff made numerous complaints about
his alcohol consumption at USC events and
his rage-filled tirades against co-workers.
Puliafito was using methamphetamine
and other drugs and partying with a circle
of addicts, prostitutes and other criminals in
2015 and 2016, the Times reported in July.
He stepped down March 24, 2016,
after Provost Quick confronted him with
complaints about his job performance and
behavior, according to USC. The same day,
USC appointed Varma as interim dean and
announced a nationwide search for a new
permanent dean.
A search committee headed by Quick
interviewed candidates from several top
universities, according to a university source.
The job went to Varma, whom the provost
described then as “the standout” to lead the
medical school.

SMU fraternity is suspended for hazing
By Claire Z. Cardona

The Dallas Morning News
DALLAS — A Southern
Methodist University
fraternity accused of forcing
new members to wear
clothing covered in vomit
has been suspended by the
school for hazing.
The Beta Lambda chapter
of Kappa Alpha Order also
paddled its members, the
university said in a letter
to parents Wednesday that
announced the group’s
suspension.
The Office of Student
Conduct and Community
Standards conducted an
investigation after it received
reports of hazing during the
spring 2017 semester, the
letter said.
The university found
evidence that the fraternity
forced new members to
drink alcohol and participate
in calisthenics and required
servitude of them, deprived

them of sleep and made
them eat foods such as
jalapenos, habaneros, red
onions and milk until they
vomited, according to the
letter.
“Kappa Alpha Order
has suspended our chapter
at Southern Methodist
University, in cooperation
with SMU administration,
due to violations of our
risk management policies,”
said Jesse S. Lyons of
the fraternity’s national
organization in a written
statement. “We have an
agreement with SMU to
return to campus in 2021.”
The chapter’s website
states its mission is to “create
a lifetime experience which
centers on reverence to God,
duty, honor, character and
gentlemanly conduct as
inspired by Robert E. Lee,
our spiritual founder.”
The chapter can no
longer host events at its
house in the 3000 block of

SMU Boulevard, and all
belongings must be removed
by 3 p.m. Saturday, SMU said
in the letter. Sophomores
living in the house will be
reassigned space in the
residence halls.
The chapter will be
allowed to recruit upperclass students beginning in
the fall 2021 semester, and
first-year students in the
spring 2022 semester, the
university stated.
The chapter has been in
trouble with the university
before.
In 2009, it was suspended
from the campus after
repeatedly violating rules
against serving alcohol
to minors and hosting
unregistered parties. It began
to reorganize in fall 2010.
In March 2016, the
national organization of the
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity
closed the SMU chapter
citing “health and safety
issues.”

The statue called ‘Tommy Trojan,’ the mascot of USC.
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No evidence of shooting at USC
after lockdown and search, LAPD states
By Richard Winton
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles police said
they found no evidence of a shooting on the
University of Southern California campus
Monday after reports of gunfire prompted a
lockdown and a huge LAPD response.
“No danger to community,” the LAPD
said on Twitter after completing a search of
campus buildings.
It’s unclear what prompted the shooting
report. LAPD Detective Meghan Aguilar said

police were seeking a suspect in the area but
did not disclose details.
Some shelter-in-place alerts remained in
effect on parts of the campus, but university
officials said the USC Village is open again.
Soon after the reports surfaced, a police
helicopter circled over the campus and
students sitting outside a campus food court
were moved inside. On social media, some
students and employees said they were
sheltering in place inside classrooms and
offices.
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Looking for something to do at your homecoming parties this weekend? Look no further
than this list of great party games that everyone can learn and play. The Spectator claims no
liability for any ruined friendships that occur as a result of intense rounds of any of these
games.
NUMBER ONE
OVERCOOKED - GHOST TOWN GAMES - PS4/XBOX/PC/SWITCH
Released last year, “Overcooked” is the pinnacle of modern local co-op games, pitting
players in a high-intensity kitchen environment — though more often it feels akin to a
battlefield in this cooperative cooking simulator. Players have to work together to complete
orders of increased complexity as the kitchens go from normal diners to active volcanoes, or
an icy tundra. If you have problems working together, there is also a competitive mode that
allows friends and foes alike to go head-to-head to complete as many orders as possible.
NUMBER TWO
JACKBOX PARTY PACK - JACKBOX GAMES - PS4/XBOX/PC/SWITCH/ANDROID/APP
STORE
A phenomenon in the making, the “Jackbox” series of games mixes the humor of “You
Don’t Know Jack,” with modern jokes and references, making an enjoyable and varied series
of mini-games for groups up to eight people. Beyond that, extra members of the parties can
join in as audience members and vote on their favorite answers/responses across the games
like “Fibbage,” “Quiplash” and “Drawful.” Players can join the fun using their phones, laptops
or tablets too, making this series the easiest to pick up and play for larger groups.
NUMBER THREE
GANG BEASTS - BONELOAF - PS4/XBOX/PC/MAC
Following the recent trend of competitive-minded indie games, “Gang Beasts” is what
happens when playful claymation mixes with professional wrestling. Players (up to four)
take the place of colorful beasts that compete to beat the others into submission with unique,
procedurally-generated physics and movements that only add to the fun. This one is only a
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Devastated by Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico has required aid for many necessities.

Google looks to provide
internet via balloons
to struggling Puerto Rico
By Andrew Khouri
Los Angeles Times

Google’s parent company received
approval to deploy an experimental balloonbased web service to restore cell reception to
Puerto Ricans still struggling after Hurricane
Maria devastated the island and left many
without water or a way to reach loved ones.
The Federal Communications
Commission said Saturday that it granted
an “experimental license” for Alphabet Inc.’s
Project Loon, which uses balloons to help
provide internet service to people in hard-toreach places.
Project Loon has been used in emergencies
before, including months ago during heavy
flooding in Peru. In May, the head of
Project Loon said that in partnership with a
telecommunications company, the network
of balloons was able to “provide basic
internet connectivity to tens of thousands of
people who would otherwise not have had
connectivity.”
The balloons, the company says, float in
the stratosphere, and each carries solarpowered technology that functions like a cell
tower, so signals can be transmitted from
phones and other LTE-enabled devices even

if cell towers are not available on a swath of
land.
FCC Chairman Ajit Pai said “innovative
approaches” are needed in Puerto Rico,
because millions still lack access to necessary
communications services more than two
weeks after Hurricane Maria struck the
island, destroying infrastructure and leaving
more than 30 people dead.
“Project Loon is one such approach,” he
said in a statement Saturday. “It could help
provide the people of Puerto Rico with access
to cellular service to connect with loved ones
and access life-saving information.”
The FCC said Alphabet has obtained
consent agreements to use the radio
spectrum of existing Puerto Rico carriers
and will work on starting service through its
balloons.
“I urge wireless carriers to cooperate
with Project Loon to maximize this effort’s
chances of success,” Pai said.
Alphabet did not immediately respond to a
request for comment on how quickly it could
deploy its technology.
According to the Project Loon website,
the company has flown more than 19 million
kilometers (almost 12 million miles) in test
flights.

couple dollars on the game stores on the Playstation Network and Xbox Live Store, making it
a quick and easy couple of hours for those who really get into it. As an added incentive, the
more you play, the more zany costumes you can unlock for your characters to really show off
your prowess in the ring.
NUMBER FOUR
MARIO PARTY 2 - HUDSON SOFT - N64/WII/WII U
Friendships have lived and died by this franchise, but it’s a timeless classic nonetheless.
“Mario Party 2” may be the hardest to find and play in this day-and-age, but the effort in
acquiring it is absolutely worth it. Boasting over 50 mini-games for players, this entry in the
storied franchise from Nintendo allows players to choose from different themed boards, like
the wild west or space, to compete with friends against for coins and stars. This one stands out
specifically because of the mini-game selection that truly stands the test of time. Many of the
minigames are going to be included in the “Mario Party Top 100” collection coming to 3DS
soon, as well for those anxious to get their hands on concentrated “Mario Party” fun.
NUMBER FIVE
ROCK BAND 4: RIVALS - HARMONIX - PS4/XBOX
After a long few years off, the music video game genre was revitalized by “Rock Band 4.”
Now, “Rivals,” the first expansion for the game, is available for players worldwide, offering 65
songs on disc, with 30 new ones available for free after downloading the patch. Since release,
Harmonix has been keeping up with modern music and adding in songs every other week,
including free covers and indie jams that keep the game library feeling fresh. Couple this with
the 1,500 plus songs available through Xbox Live or Playstation Network and you have one of
the most re-playable and enjoyable party games of the modern age.
Britton Rozzelle can be reached at edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

