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Tyler Titus talks tragedy
following recent violence
By Shayma Musa
Voices Editor
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Edinboro’s 18th president, Dr. H. Fred Walker, addresses a group of students in the MPR of Pogue Student Center.

Walker resigns from presidency amid
Chronicle controversy, calls from faculty
Provost Hannan to serve as acting president
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor

Edinboro President Dr. H. Fred Walker
announced his resignation Tuesday night,
departing amid a controversial Chronicle of
Higher Education article and faculty calling
for change in leadership.
Dr. Michael Hannan, university provost
and vice president for academic and student
affairs, will serve as acting president until
the PASSHE Board of Governors takes
further action.
The announcement came via an email
sent out by Kenn Marshall, media relations
manager for the Pennsylvania State System
of Higher Education (PASSHE), along with
the resignation date of March 30. Marshall
noted in another Chronicle article published
late Tuesday evening that Walker will not a
receive a severance or a payout, and he “had
not been hired into a new position in the
system.”
“We thank Dr. Walker for his service
to Edinboro University over the past two
years,” said PASSHE Interim Chancellor Dr.
Karen Whitney. “I respect his decision and
wish him well.”
“We are pleased that Dr. Hannan is both
willing and well prepared to lead Edinboro,”
Whitney continued. “It is my intention
to recommend that he be named interim
president to ensure stable, consistent
leadership for the university.”
Dennis Frampton, chairperson of the
Edinboro Council of Trustees, said in a
separate email: “A highly respected member

of the campus community, Dr. Hannan is
known for his leadership, integrity, fairness
and steadfast commitment to the University
and its students. We are confident that he
will guide Edinboro through this transition
with wisdom, unwavering purpose and
goodwill.”
Additionally, a press release from
Edinboro APSCUF President Marc
Sylvester, said the faculty looks forward to
working with Hannan.
“Edinboro APSCUF members are
enthusiastic about moving the focus back to
our students and working together to ensure
their future success,” the press release reads.
The Chronicle of Higher Education
article, written by Jack Stripling, included
sources claiming Walker’s university strategy
to be similar to the one demonstrated in the
1997 film, “Wag The Dog,” a movie dealing
with spin doctors, a fabricated war and the
manipulation of the media. In regard to
faculty, the article claimed Walker saw them
“both as necessary allies and as obstacles
to be navigated around,” while he talked
of a faculty retrenchment letter in April
2017: “Now we’ve got this retrenchment
letter on the table. So either we need to
fundamentally cut the shit and get moving
forward, or I’m going to start laying people
off. How would you like to proceed? I said
‘Look, I will not blink.’”
Quite possibly the most controversial
aspect dealt with a student, Dylan
Hollingsworth, who previously had
launched a petition to save the university’s
music program. Walker was quoted as

saying the student “did not really care about
the music program all that much” and was
“grieving a death in his family and needed a
way to distract himself.”
Walker would apologize soon after for
“my tone and my words in some parts of
the story,” while apologizing specifically to
Hollingsworth.
On Saturday, Edinboro University’s
faculty union called for Walker’s removal,
with Sylvester quoted as saying: “The faculty
are sending a strong message to the Council
of Trustees. We are calling for a new leader
who will work with us to put Edinboro
in the best position possible to fulfill its
important mission of educating students,
engaging in scholarship, and serving the
needs of the Commonwealth.”
Additionally, a letter originally marked
“confidential” from APSCUF on March
23 leaked following an Edinboro union
meeting, reading that Walker had
“irreversibly lost the trust of students, their
families, and the faculty and staff.”
It continued: “Clearly, Dr. Walker does
not recognize as unethical his deceptive,
manipulative, and bullying style of
management; he has not articulated a plan
to change it or addressed the damage caused
by it. His behavior and public statements
indicate he will not and cannot change his
approach to leadership.”
Walker held open office hours on March
22 to speak with students. During the 4:30
to 6 p.m. session, a large group of students

See Resignation, A2

Riding the wave of ‘new-new’ feminists
By Livia Homerski
Arts Editor

Dr. Rhonda Matthews presented a lecture
titled “Cardi B, Taylor Swift, & Politics of
New New Feminism” for Women’s History
Month on March 21. The presentation
focused on many new female artists, along
with the shifting culture of feminism and
the way women are represented in the
media.
A group of over two dozen high school
students from the northwest Pennsylvania
area were in attendance. And Matthews was
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prepared for both beginners and veterans
of the issues, opening the presentation with
a short introduction and a list of important
terms such as culture, politics, gender,
socialization and feminism.
As she pitched these concepts as being
interconnected, Matthews pointed out
the fallacy in complaining about cultural
issues showing up in media. “Every person
who says, ‘I don’t want to see politics in
pop culture!’ is missing the point, because
politics are in every part of pop culture.
People just pay attention to it when they

want to.”
Matthews then pointed out the
four waves of feminism and the term
“intersectional feminism” so that everyone
in the audience would continue to be on the
same page. “What intersectional feminism
seeks to do is look at oppression in a holistic
manner,” explained Matthews before stating
that gender, race, sex and economic status

See New-new, A3

The Arts

Tyler Titus, member of the Erie City School Board and
therapist at Harborcreek Youth Services, spoke on trauma and
its effects on school violence at Edinboro on March 20. Titus,
the first openly transgender individual to be elected to a public
office in the state of Pennsylvania, was invited to speak by the
university president’s LGBTQIA+ commission.
“So to really understand what’s going on with school
shooters, we have to realize that they are bred at home. We keep
trying to blame the school or etc., but this starts way before any
of that mattered,” Titus explained as he began his talk.
Titus’ speech, which took place just hours after a school
shooting occurred in Maryland, and an hour after the rally
against school violence on the Edinboro University grounds,
had audience members responding actively to the questions
Titus posed. The talk had a local focus.
“Erie is the perfect little hub for bad things to happen,” Titus
said.
According to Titus, because of Erie’s position, nestled
between two major interstates (I-79 and I-90), it is hard to track
illegal gun sales because dealers can come and be miles away
before police are alerted.
The question, Titus explained, is what differentiates a kid
with trauma from kids who go on to become school shooters?
“When you start profiling shooters, some of the things that
you see are low tolerance for frustration, poor coping skills,
poor relations with peers, depression, isolation, mistrust, etc.
That sounds like a diagnosis of PTSD.”
Titus continued: “Erie has about 16 schools; that’s about
11,000 students. We spend just under $4.5 million on
investigating child abuse. That means about a third of the
students are going through this.”
Titus then explained that there can be multiple steps to
school violence. The first listed was the absence of safe spaces
with faculty or trained therapists, because these traumasuffering kids need to feel that someone is listening to them.
And if they don’t find these spaces, Titus theorized, they could
go online and find extremists who damage their idea of right
and wrong.
“One of the things that we’re finding is that it’s not just
trauma and mental health that affects the students, it’s the
mental health issues compounded with lack of personal
resources in your immediate environment.”
Access to guns, Titus said, is another major component of
the debate.
“Pennsylvania has too many loopholes when it comes to the
basic level of the background check. And when the guns are
bought from private vendors or institutions.”
Titus believes that the solution to school violence is already
present, but it depends on school boards and university
directors to implement them at their institutions.
“We need to be implementing the ACES survey from
kindergarten so that we are equipping kids with the vocabulary
they need to identify if something is wrong.”
ACES, which stands for Adverse Childhood Experiences
Study, can be altered to exclude the complex vocabulary
aimed at adults and altered to be simple enough for a child
to understand. The survey is gaining some popularity in the
medical field where healthcare providers can offer it at yearly
wellness check-ups.
“19 experts on school violence got together and published
an action plan that has been endorsed by nearly 4,000 schools,
institutions and the workforce,” Titus said. According to Titus,
this action plan is the solution to stopping school violence.
The plan includes seven steps separated into levels based on
how much time it would take for institutions to establish them.
The three steps at the first level, or steps that can be
immediately implemented by institutions, are to ban assault
rifles, assess school climate and make efforts to decrease
bullying and discrimination, and to increase the number
of personnel who are trained to treat and interact with
traumatized children.
The second level, steps that might take a year or two to
implement, is to reform discipline practices, to have universal
background checks, and to implement national and state
programs to train teachers to identify traumatized kids and
violent behavior at their schools.
The third level consists of one step. It involves creating a
system of interconnected records on a child that can be viewed
by teachers, doctors and police officers so that everyone within
a child’s network can be alerted of what they are experiencing.
Titus’ discussion concluded with a Q&A session, opening the
talk to the crowd.
Shayma Musa
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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High School Journalism Day
welcomes music minds to speak
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor
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Edinboro students gathered on March 20 to protest recent school shootings.

Students call for action after
recent series of school shootings
By Hannah McDonald
News Editor

On March 20 in Maryland, a shooter entered
Great Hills High School.
Before killed in an exchange of fire with a
school resource officer, the shooter and student
of that school injured a 14-year-old and killed
a 17-year-old.
Just hours after this incident, Edinboro
University hosted a walkout to support the end
of gun violence in schools, Great Hills another
in the troubling trend.
The event, which was organized in
concurrence with the March 14 national school
walkouts, took place on March 20 as Edinboro
was on spring break during the national date.
When choosing a time, organizer and
Edinboro student Abby Woodell looked to
make it as soon as possible.
“The professor for this class (the one at the
same time as the walkout) actually said that
she would be all for it, and I figured since it
was like the first day we’ve gotten back together
from spring break it would just be kind of
good,” Woodell explained.
In an interview earlier this month with
The Spectator, the social work major said she
was inspired to take action after the events at
Parkland High School in Florida, and when
she saw the Women’s March was organizing
the national walkout event, she knew that
Edinboro must be a part of it.
Nearly 200 signed up for the campus event
online and around 50 showed up outside the
Baron-Forness Library where the walk was
beginning at 1 p.m.
Prior to the group of advocates, faculty
members and students doing a walk around
the campus loop, Woodell addressed the
crowd.
“This is important for all the people who
have been victims of school shootings and
mass shootings since Columbine and over
the past 20 years or so,” Woodell said. “I

don’t think thoughts and prayers are working
anymore. I also think that this is the time
where action and policy change need to take
effect,” she continued.
Student Robin Barnes, a mother of four and
grandmother to another four, participated and
is looking for more action. “I think it’s going to
take more than walking,” she said during the
event.
“This is an issue that has been going on in
our country for too long and hasn’t had any
resolution. My son is a high school student
and his friends, and even him, they’re afraid.
School should be a safe place. You should
not have fear. They had a walkout at their
school last week and three of the kids in
my neighborhood wouldn’t participate. Not
because they didn’t want to, because they were
afraid of drive-by shootings,” she continued.
“We need to change it and this is just one
small step...I think we have to really think
about who we are electing, and if you’re not
voting, I think you need to use your right to
vote. And vote for people who want to make
changes. That’s how it’s really going to happen.”
For now, it’s hard to see the political impact
of these walks, as most elections are not
until November of this year. But participants
in the Edinboro walkout were hopeful that
both political and personal change is on the
horizon.
“I don’t think that walkouts alone are
enough to change views,” Brooke Mucha, a
junior at Edinboro, said. “I think we need
to see policy change too, which are what the
walkouts are supposed to be inspiring. But,
I think that it is just making the topic more
known, even though it is very controversial
[already]. I think it’s going to take time to see if
this will have an impact or not. I’d like to think
that it does.”
Hannah McDonald
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

This year’s Edinboro High School Journalism
Day keynote speakers, Jason Pettigrew and D.X.
Ferris, both hail from the music industry.
Pettigrew is the editor-in-chief of Alternative
Press (AP), a music magazine based out of
Cleveland, Ohio. Ferris is an author and reporter,
most recently working on his book “The Story
of Donnie Iris and the Cruisers,” a long work in
progress, he noted.
Pettigrew said music journalism was something
he was always interested in, but he first got
involved with AP when he saw a free copy of the
magazine towards the front entrance of a music
venue he and his friends were at in Cleveland.
He saw in the magazine that Mike Shea, “the
founder, owner, CEO, kahuna of Alt Press” wrote
a “not-pleasant” review of Bauhaus’ Peter Murphy
covering Pere Ubu’s “Final Solution” and was
displeased with it.
Shea had his number on the masthead around
1985-86, and Pettigrew said he called him and
was very complimentary, but then questioned
why he wrote about Murphy the way he did. Shea
responded with, “Well, dude, you think you can
do better?”
Pettigrew said the largest changes he’s seen
while at AP are the change of musical generations
and technology.
“The same people who were going to live and
die by Jane’s Addiction or Red Hot Chili Peppers
or Ministry, I don’t know if those people are going
to shows anymore or buying records, or if they
just have a Spotify subscription,” Pettigrew said.
He also described technology as “constantly in
a state of flux.”
“It’s not ink on paper anymore, and because all
of these other aspects to the brand, to the business
are changing constantly, we have to step up our
game even further,” he said.
Pettigrew also runs a podcast called Cautionary
Tales where he interviews musical artists and
discusses their journeys through the industry.
His two rules for new, younger music
journalists are to be an expert and “be an expert at
the Queen’s English.”
“You want to write about grindcore polka? You
have to be able to tell me the history of the genre,
the crucial recordings, is there a cultural mindset
that goes along with that?” he explained.
Eventually, Pettigrew would like to see AP
create a service that helps people discover new
bands they might like, based on their artist
history.
Ferris had a bit of a different experience getting
into the field.
“When I graduated high school, the one
distinct uncommon ability I had was writing, so
that was the one thing I had that I thought I could

Resignation
From A1
requested Walker come out to the lobby of Reeder
Hall to speak with everyone at once, rather than
take students back in large groups.
Walker agreed and provided students with
two articles from November, one from The Erie
Times-News and one from The Pittsburgh PostGazette that mentioned Hollingsworth’s attempt
to save the music program. Walker claimed that
he never gave Stripling Hollingsworth’s name,
and instead mentioned there was a student who
was grieving his brother’s death and grieving the
cutting of the music program.
One student, Jillian Melchitzky, who created an
online petition calling for Walker’s resignation on
March 19, was in attendance at the office hours
and led most of the student discussion.
At one point, Melchitzky said, “You’re just
negative publicity, and I feel — we feel you are
singlehandedly giving this university a bad light.”
Walker would say to the group: “I’m here, I’m
visible. I go to events, I go to athletic events, I eat
meals in the chow hall — I love that word — in
the dining facility. This thing (the Chronicle
article) so mischaracterized me that it’s just not
fair. My wife and I love this university. We’ve
poured everything we had into this university,
seven days a week since we’ve been here, and we
haven’t done anything different than that, and we
don’t want to do anything different than that.”
In a section of the petition page where people
are allowed to leave comments, Alicia Vavala
said: “This is disgraceful. Edinboro has provided
me an excellent educational opportunity that has
challenged me in many ways. I would not be the
best version of myself without this university.
We are family. I will stand up against any form of
delegitimization directed not only at my school,
but my professors, my peers, our staff and every
single individual who has modeled Edinboro
into what it is. It is clear from his secrecy and
ignorance that he is unfit for this position.”
Lindsay Wrobel also signed the petition,
commenting, “Keep fighting the good fight
against corruption in higher education!”
The petition, as of Tuesday evening, had
gathered more than 1,000 signatures.
Walker would speak once again to The
Chronicle on March 21 about how he planned
to rebuild trust with the university community,
stating: “There was a significant lack of balance
and accuracy in the initial story. In particular,

develop a little bit,” he said.
After beginning college as a technical
writing major, he eventually wanted to go into
bioengineering, but “my brain can’t do chemistry.”
So, he ended up going into journalism.
Eventually, he went to grad school for a
corporate communications program and was in
that “for about 10 minutes.”
“I wasn’t really focused at the time, and I
wanted to maybe try to do some writing about
popular culture; that thing was still relatively novel
then,” he said.
Regarding music, Ferris stated that he “liked it”
and that it’s “all I thought about, it’s all I wanted to
write about.”
Eventually, he found himself at California
University of Pennsylvania running the student
paper.
“It wasn’t exactly my playkit, but I could do
anything I wanted with it so long as I was getting
the news covered and putting together the sports
section and whatever,” he said. “I had a few pages
I could fill up with whatever, so I started writing
record reviews, and I kind of parlayed that into a
series of half-decent clips and that got me work
and that got me more work and here we are
almost 20 years later talking about it.”
When asked what a typical work day is like,
Ferris said, “Doing this kind of work is like taking
all the time that you have and just setting it on
fire.”
He further explained what he means by that.
“Sometimes something that should be a simple
affair can take all day and sometimes you’ll get
sidetracked.”
Once he got into a routine, Ferris said writing
the Donnie Iris book was a lot like the movie
“Groundhog Day.” He tries to make every day the
same: wake up early, work out, meditate, get coffee
“and then just hit the track and start working.”
He noted that writing books is not all “hanging
out with Donnie Iris and getting fun stories.”
“You sit at your desk alone, a lot, and you just
feel the rest of the world whoosh by you,” he said.
“Over the course of my working life, I’ve gone to
New York to MTV Studios on business, Alt Press
has flown me to Europe, and I’ve traveled with
bands. You spend a lot more time sitting at the
desk, [but] sitting at the desk is what makes that
other stuff possible.”
Ferris, a professor at the University of Akron,
tells his students to take initiative.
“Somebody out there is doing the job you
want,” he said. “Maybe they’re special and maybe
they have some kind of superhuman gift, but it’s
very likely you can outwork them. You need the
attitude that says, ‘it’s going to be me, I’m going to
be the one.”
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
there was no information provided about the
progress that has been made in ensuring a vibrant
future for Edinboro University. We have made
strides to stabilize the university and ensure
future growth. The primary focus must be on
doing what is best for the university and our
students, which means continuing our forward
momentum.”
Stripling would ask Angela Burrows,
assistant vice president for marketing and
communications, to clarify any inaccuracies in
the original article. She claimed the assertion that
Edinboro “raided” reserves was false, and the
truth is that the university had instead “dipped
into reserves, but not significantly.” Additionally,
she took issue with Stripling noting that programs
were being cut, but failing to mention that some
programs were transitioning into new variations.
The Edinboro Council of Trustees held a
meeting Friday evening to discuss the article and
how the university should move forward, but no
member would comment on what they discussed
at that time.
New university leader Hannan released a
statement upon the announcement of his new
position.
“I am thankful for the support and trust
of the Chancellor and Edinboro University
Council of Trustees, and am honored to have
been selected to serve as acting president of
Edinboro University, an institution I have called
home for the last 30 years,” he said. “As we move
forward through the remainder of this semester,
our central focus will be on what we do best:
ensuring a high quality educational experience
for our students as we prepare them for their
future success. I look forward to working with all
members of our university community to build
on our progress in making Edinboro a leader for
higher education in our region and beyond.”
Hannan has worked at Edinboro since 1988,
where he began as a professor in the business
and economics department. He then served
as chairperson of the department of business
and economics for eight years before holding
positions such as founding dean of the school
of business, and associate dean for the college
of arts and sciences and the school of science,
management and technology. In 2012, he became
interim provost and vice president for academic
affairs and in 2014, the interim tag was taken off
of that title.
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Edinboro alumnus, survivor of
Vegas shooting tells his story
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor

Edinboro alumnus Kody Robertson,
dubbed “Uncle Kody” by some new friends,
was at the Route 91 Harvest Country Music
Festival in Las Vegas, Nevada when a shooter
opened fire from a window of the Mandalay
Bay hotel.
Robertson, almost immediately, began
to help the people around him escape the
bullets. It’s unknown how many he assisted
that night, but he was “just trying to help as
many” as he could.
Robertson was at the festival with a group,
but made an unexpected friend on the third
and final day of the festival. Michelle Vo, an
insurance agent from California, was there
by herself. She and Robertson instantly
connected, he said.
“It felt like we had been friends for
years,” Robertson said. “You ever just meet
somebody and feel like you’ve known them
for a while? It was that kind of thing.”
Robertson describes her as having a
“magnetic personality,” always smiling and
laughing. Vo died from the injuries she
sustained during the shooting.
Robertson looked into Vo afterwards and
tried to figure out more about her life. While
doing so, a lot of her friends and family
reached out to him to tell him more about
her.
“It was just story after story about people
saying she was one of the nicest people they’d
ever met,” he said. “She always had a smile,
she always had a laugh — kind of the same
feeling that I got when we first met.”
As Robertson was talking with her family
and some of her friends, he saw that on a
lot of Vo’s social media posts, she used the
phrase “#KeepGoodGoing.” Robertson asked
her family what it meant, and they explained
that at New York Life they used the phrase
often with their community service outreach.
“She never met a stranger, it was always a
new friend,” Robertson said was another of
his discoveries.
Robertson said Vo’s family put the phrase
on a ribbon and some other items at her
service. About a week before Robertson
flew out to California for her service, he
had some T-shirts made with the phrase
“#KeepGoodGoing” placed on the front. He
gave them to some of her family members
and friends, and one friend told Robertson
she was starting a scholarship in Vo’s
name called Michelle’s Table. Robertson
immediately thought of the idea to sell the

shirts as one way to raise money for the
scholarship.
“I’ve done two of them now (fundraisers),
and we’ve raised a little bit over $3,000 just
from selling the shirts.”
Robertson has also made it his goal to give
a shirt to each of the 36 artists who played
the Route 91 fest in October. As of this past
weekend, he’s given them to 10 people.
“My big thing with giving them to the
artists is I wanted them to connect to
Michelle and kind of know a little bit about
her and what she stood for,” Robertson said.
“Like most people, they probably saw the
pictures and the names of people on TV and
might have read a little about each one, but
I wanted, essentially, the artists to actually
connect, to know her story and carry on her
message and maybe it does some good.”
Another point of the shirts, Robertson
added, is to “pass along good vibes, get
a smile on someone, do a random act of
kindness, [and] just be nicer to people.”
He continued, “It’s just a nice way to
push more positive vibes out there and
keep people up and be happy and just try to
provide more good in this world.”
He said he hopes once they give away the
first scholarship, they’ll be able to raise more
funding for the future ones.
Robertson noted that he still deals with
triggers and flashbacks from the shooting.
“I always try to — even on the bad days —
I try to make myself not have a bad day, no
matter how bad it is, no matter the feelings
that come up,” he said.
He continued: “I counteract them by
remembering the good memories, and I try
to work through it and make myself enjoy
each and every day as much as I can and look
for the beauty in every day...I’m not going to
let it affect the way I live and what I do and
what I enjoy.”
Robertson learned earlier this month
he’s now an honorary “Uncle Kody” from a
woman he saved from the shooting, Vanessa
Esquivel, who was pregnant. Esquivel posted
on Facebook about her son being born, along
with the caption: “Thanks for helping save
me. You’ll forever be my hero Uncle Kody.”
“It was awesome,” Robertson said of
hearing the news. “That’s the first time I’ve
cried tears of joy since it’s happened.”
If you want to donate to the Michelle’s
Table scholarship, visit michellestable.org.
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Grace O’Malley, the ‘pirate
queen’ who broke gender roles
By Nathan Hirth
Staff Writer

Pirate. One simple word that, for most, brings
to mind some interesting characters like Black
Beard, Captain Kidd or Anne Bonny. It brings to
mind the clear, blue waters of the Caribbean and
the cutthroat lifestyle of the Golden Age of Piracy.
But what about the shores of Ireland in the
mid-1500s? What about Grace O’Malley?
As one of the presentations for the visiting
students during High School Day, on Wednesday,
March 21, Dr. Jerra Jenrette spoke on O’Malley
and the life this so-called “pirate queen” lived.
She began by discussing with the students
what exactly a pirate is. And after coaxing some
answers from them, she gave her own.
“Piracy is about engaging other vessels,
sometimes in wartime,” Jenrette explained.
“Many of the pirates that existed in what’s
called the Golden Age of Piracy… were actually
privateers.”
She continued, explaining that privateers were
men given letters of mark by a government to go
and attack that nation’s enemies during wartime,
most notably in battles between England and
Spain.
She also described how pirates split up their
“booty” from the conquests, with the captain
getting two shares and each crew member getting
one share.
“Something existed on pirate vessels that didn’t
exist, at the time, really anywhere else in the
world,” Jenrette described. “It’s called democracy.”
Captains were elected by their crews and had
to serve the interests of their men well or face
being deposed, which would likely end in death.
With an understanding of pirates established,
Jenrette moved on to the woman of the hour:
Grace O’Malley.
Born the daughter of a clan leader in Clew Bay
on the west coast of Ireland, O’Malley grew up
with a love of the sea. At the age of 11, she even
went as far as to stowaway on one of her father’s
ships so that she could sail with him, a highly
unusual thing for a girl in the 1500s.
She would give up a life at sea for a time when
she married the leader of another clan, Donal
O’Flaherty. After having three children together,
their marriage came to an end.
“She realizes that her husband was not very
courageous,” Jenrette explained. “He was inept, by
and large.”
This allowed for O’Malley to essentially push
him out of the way and take over leadership of

his clan. Fortunately for her, he was slain in battle
soon after she did this and the clan was fully hers.
Despite being the new clan leader, she was
unable to inherit his land. This led to her
relocating to Clare Island in Clew Bay, which
would be her staging grounds for her later
operations.
To add to this, her father soon died as well,
with O’Malley taking control of his fleet. The
men, who wouldn’t normally have been willing to
follow a woman, followed her because they had
known her since she first stowed away, explained
Jenrette.
“They respected her. And she was no fainting
flower.”
It was after this that O’Malley began to use
Clare Island as a base to attack English ships
with her fleet. The English at the time were ruled
by Queen Elizabeth I and were, and had been,
occupying Ireland.
The English eventually became tired of
O’Malley’s attacks and sent Sir Richard Bingham
to Ireland to capture her and subdue the Irish. He
was successful, though he eventually released her
once more.
This started a battle between the two in which
O’Malley ended up leading an open revolt against
him, detailed Jenrette. The revolt was quickly
put down and Bingham retaliated against her
by plundering her land and capturing her ships,
leaving her with nothing.
“In 1593, she petitions for a meeting with
Queen Elizabeth,” Jenrette described. “In 1595…
[Grace] left Ireland secretly on a ship and sailed
to London.”
Jenrette explained no one knows what exactly
was said or talked about in the meeting between
Elizabeth and O’Malley. Afterwards, Bingham
was ordered to return O’Malley’s possessions and
to return to England, where he was put on trial.
It is believed that O’Malley died in 1603, the
same year as Queen Elizabeth.
Jenrette wrapped up the presentation by
showing some videos on O’Malley and by asking
one question: “Was Grace O’Malley a pirate?”
There was no record of her attacking other
Irish ships unless she was at war with that clan.
The records of her are on attacks on English
ships.
“Did that make her a pirate?” Jenrette asked.
“If you’re English, it did. If you’re Irish, maybe
not.”
Nathan Hirth
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

SGA out of general funds with six weeks left
By Hannah McDonald
News Editor

Edinboro University Student Government
Association (EUSGA) announced during their
meeting on Monday they would no longer be
seeing groups who were requesting funding.
“General Funds are no longer sufficient to
adhere to anymore requests. I thought we had
more time...but we have no more general funds,”
said Matthew Russell, the vice president of
finance.
The meeting was called to order late, 6:10
p.m., and lasted just over 10 minutes. During
this time, there was a short discussion about
the lack of funds, but the majority of time was

New-new
From A1
are oppressors that factor into
the treatment of people.
As she began to discuss
the different types of media,
the attention shifted to social
media, where Matthews
digressed briefly to discuss the
controversial Snapchat ad of
Rihanna and Chris Brown that
made light of domestic violence.
“This is gender [in our culture]
at work. This ad is saying it’s
acceptable in a public setting for
a man to hit a woman.”
She then took examples of
two women from opposite
ends of the political spectrum,
Sarah Palin and Hillary Clinton,
and described how they both
received the same kind of
hatred.
The media’s obsession with
defining women spans from
politics, to movies, to music,
according to Matthews.
She first used rapper Cardi B
as an example of a woman who
is often criticized in the media
due to her flagrant disregard of
labels and her past as a stripper.
She played a clean version
of the smash single “Bodak
Yellow” and dissected the way
fourth-wave feminism is found
in Cardi B’s work. Despite
the musician’s refusal to label
herself as a feminist, Matthews
explained: “What Cardi B is
doing here is she’s taking the
basic concept of feminism, that
it is equality, and she is applying
it where she is. She is expressing
power, personal power as well
as economic power in the scope
of this song.”
Despite Taylor Swift “coming
late to feminism,” as Matthews

spent discussing and voting on whether Monday
meetings would still be held now that there was
no public reason to do such.
A motion was placed to vote on the matter.
There will no longer be meetings on Mondays.
Before adjourning the meeting, Erika
Pfaff addressed the council about an issue.
She explained that a note had been left on an
unnamed congress member’s desk that said, “You
need to resign.”
“I’m not sure who did that, but it’s not okay,”
Pfaff said.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:22 p.m.
Hannah McDonald
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

noted, the pop-star has pointed
out hypocrisy in the criticism
she receives about the subject
matters of heartbreak and
romance in her music.
The strongest example of
Swift being a supporter of
“new-new feminism” was circa
August 2017 when she released
her music video for “Look
What You Made Me Do.” The
video references culturally
significant music videos such
as Michael Jackson’s “Thriller”
and Beyonce’s “Formation,”
as well as Swift’s many feuds
with others in the music and
entertainment worlds that the
media tends to over-hype and
glamorize.
“She’s taking these images
and saying, ‘Listen, you
excoriated me for being the
good girl, you excoriated me for
being the bad girl, so what can I
be?’ which in itself is a feminist
statement,” said Matthews.
She then shifted the
attention to Beyonce, an artist
she considers to be “the most
popular intersectional feminist
today.” Matthews explained
that Beyonce continually uses
politics as a base for her music,
along with the music videos for
her songs like “Formation” and
“***Flawless,” the latter which
samples Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie’s “We Should All Be
Feminists” speech.
The latest examples
of feminism, especially
intersectional feminism in film,
includes the diverse casting of
“A Wrinkle in Time” and the
Wakandan women in “Black
Panther,” explained Matthews.
In the latter, she stated: “there
is no woman character in this
film who is not strong. Who is
not the epitome of feminism

if women were left without
patriarchy, colonialism, and
these gendered stereotypes.”
Matthews named more
notable women who are leading
in the present-day political
culture such as Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie, Malala
Yousafzai, and the creator of
the #MeToo movement, Tarana
Burke. She also noted Emma
Gonzalez, a survivor of the
recent Parkland High School
shooting and activist for gun
control reform as a face of newnew feminism.
“One of the things that not
only she, but other young
people such as Malala, have
said to their various societies
is that when you think about
feminism, you have to stop
thinking about it as being
a domain of older people.
Feminism is also the domain of
younger people, and in fact, it
must reside there.”
The presentation was
wrapped up by two more
examples of strong feminist
ideals in the media, including
the trope of strong women
in dystopias and the Amy
McGrath campaign video
that is “completely and wholly
steeped in feminism,” explained
Matthews.
As the influencers of popular
culture push towards the
mindset of equality, Matthews
reminded the audience that “the
foundation that we are starting
to see in new-new feminism has
to do with making it accessible
to people and that is why we’re
seeing it so much in popular
culture.”
Livia Homerski
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

March 19 — An individual reported to campus police the theft of his Xbox from his room in
Highlands 7 on March 9.
March 24 — An officer was dispatched to Highlands 8, room 8162, to investigate the odor of
marijuana at approximately 7:30 p.m., according to a police report. Nasiyr Brown, 21, was charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia as a result.
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Admissions releasing ASMR series ‘Boro Centennial Hall to be
Tingling Scots’ to bring in new freshmen turned into indoor
By Livia “Trigger Me Tingles”
Homerski
Future ASMR YouTuber

With Edinboro suffering from
lowered enrollment in recent years, the
Undergraduate Admissions Office is set
to launch an ASMR advertising campaign
beginning April 1, giving prospective
students an opportunity to experience the
tingles that our Fighting Scots feel on any
given day.
A member of the admissions office,
who wished to remain anonymous, told
The Spectator about the beginnings of
this quirky campaign. They stated that
they do not wish to take the credit for this
campaign, as it was truly a team effort to
put these videos together.
“I have a 16-year-old kid who frequently
browses the web and watches a lot of
YouTube videos. The other night, I walked
into his room and found him watching a
series of videos with people whispering
and crinkling paper.”
This genre is part of a phenomenon
called “ASMR”. ASMR stands for
Autonomous Sensory Meridian
Response (ASMR.) Sounds classified
as such typically gives extreme feelings
of relaxation and physical chills on the
spine or head. Sounds that can trigger
these feelings include whispering, tapping
of nails on hard surfaces, keys clicking,
brushing sounds and crunching.
The staffer continued: “So, I decided
to do some research about these bizarre
videos my kid was watching. The first time
I really felt the tingles was when I watched
an ASMR video titled ‘Pickle ASMR
Eating Sounds [tongue emoji] Big Crunch
[cat face emoji] Intense.’” The video is by
YouTuber ASMRtheChew, someone who
makes a bunch of these videos that share

Graphic: Vecteezy

The closest visual representation of
what ASMR feels like.

the common theme of eating food and the
sound of chewing.
“I saw how big of an audience these
videos were attracting, and if we are going
to keep our university afloat for future
generations, we gotta appeal to the youth
of today.” When they pitched the idea to
the admissions team, the staff had not
heard of ASMR previous to the suggestion.
However, once each member
experienced the soft buzzing at the base of
their skull, they knew that ASMR was the
key to bringing in students this year.
Staff members spent hours researching
different ASMR sounds and videos before
deciding what kinds of noise they needed
to include in their Edinboro recruitment
materials.
The videos reportedly go to different
locations around campus. Van Houten’s
video features the sounds of students
chewing, metal forks clinking into the
plate return, and pop from the Pepsi
machines rushing into the cups.
“This is the optimal dining experience
in my opinion. We reduced the volume
of all the chatter in the cafeteria to low

whispers and instead enhanced the more
enjoyable aspects of eating.”
The Baron-Forness Library video
contains the sound of calming library
whispering (the only kind of talking that
should be done in the library unless you’re
in the Learning Commons on the second
floor), pages turning, wheels on the chairs
sliding across the floor, the clicking of
the printer and books sliding across the
circulation desk.
“We tried to hit all of the spots on
campus with the best ambient and relaxing
noise Edinboro has to offer,” stated our
source.
A team of undisclosed grad students
were sent out to collect and record
samples of sound and clips of the featured
locations.
A group of audio engineers were
then brought in to produce and master
the audio in the videos for an optimal
experience.
“We not only had the greatest group
of engineers our budget could afford to
master the audio, but we also brought in a
production team to develop an incredible,
breath-taking video montage,” said the
source.
The cost of this was not disclosed but
the source ensured: “It was absolutely
worth every cent. With this series, we
are sure to bring in triple the amount
of students than ever before, which will
probably be more than enough to cover
the costs of production. The tingles alone
are worth it, but to be able to have them
induced by real places on the Edinboro
campus will make this a campaign that our
future alum will be telling their children
about.”
Livia Homerski
aprilfoolin@gmail.com

Quacking up with the ducks of ‘Boro
By Madi “Over-easy Egg” Gross
“Insert Duck Pun Here”

With the arrival of spring, the weather has improved ever so slightly. With this, more and
more wildlife can be seen on campus. Mallory Lake, home to much of the wildlife on campus,
is starting to defrost as it usually does this time of year. One of the most anticipated species to
return are the ducks that frequently waddle across the paths of campus near the lake.
In The Spectator’s office, dedicated journalists who interview these ducks are members of an
elite squad known as Campus Media. These are their stories.
Madi Gross
aprilfoolin@gmail.com

Mallord T. Duckling

Drake Waddlewalk

Bill Web Bedfeet

Mallord T. Duckling is from
the middle of Mallory Lake.
His favorite hobbies include
doing that thing where the
ducks stick their heads in
the water and kick their feet
around, along with quacking
recklessly. He likes crustaceans
and dislikes being out of the
water.

Drake Waddlewalk is from
both “here and there.” His
hobbies include laughing at
his own puns and being a
troublemaker. His favorite
foods are grass and insects. He
likes agitating the geese after
he has been told to not bother
the geese and dislikes when
people try to invade his space.

Bill Web Bedfeet is from
the north side of Mallory Lake
in the grass. His hobbies are
waddling in front of a group of
students late to class, usually
zigzagging to confirm that the
students are indeed following
him. His favorite food is small
fish and he dislikes when
people take selfies with him.

Pok-A-Tok stadium

By Roman Sabella
Xibalba Enthusiast

In a surprising move by campus administration, the approved
demolition process for Centennial Hall has been revoked in favor
of a complete renovation project that will transform the derelict
building into an indoor Pok-A-Tok stadium.
The project, proposed by The Edinboro Historical Society, was
approved with a $13 million budget by the Edinboro Board of
Trustees on Thursday to very little opposition.
“I don’t know how this really aligns with our campus’ Scottish
heritage, but it’s not better than the plaid field idea that got
proposed for Sox Stadium,” said Cal Stevens, spokesperson for the
board.
Pok-A-Tok, often referred to as the Mayan ball game, was
invented around 2000 BCE in what is now Cancun and Riviera
Maya as a way to settle conflicts between warring groups and
nobleman. The objective of the game is similar to basketball and
involves two teams attempting to throw a hard rubber ball using
only your thighs and hips.
If you count yourself as a die-hard sports nut, then be prepared
to take the die-hard part literally as the proposed teams will be
playing by the original rules.
“Just like it was meant to be played, the punishment for losing
will be death by sacrifice to the Gods, however, to keep things
secular, we’ll just be sacrificing the losers to science, particularly,
the Ghost of Carl Sagan,” said Ryan Brenford, assistant coach for
Edinboro’s football team and the proposed head coach for the
upcoming Pok-A-Tok team.
So far, students are very receptive to the idea of having a new
blood sport on campus.
“You know, I thought that ultimate Frisbee was brutal, but
this takes the cake. I’ll definitely be trying out for the team and
I can guarantee you that the Fighting Scots will lose no more
than one game this upcoming season,” said Steven Cabberton, a
sophomore biology pre-med student. For those interested, there
will be sign-up sheets placed throughout the Pogue Student Center
in the upcoming weeks. Renovations are set to begin May 14, the
Monday following the end of finals week, and will conclude in
early August, just in time for fall semester.
Roman Sabella
aprilfoolin@gmail.com

Truly real horoscopes
Aries (March 21-April 19) —This week your
horoscope isn’t going to be very much help at all.
You may have to ask a Magic 8 Ball this week. If
you don’t have one, you can also resort to a magic
conch shell, but remember, you must obey what
the magic conch says.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Spectator Error
64: No horoscope available.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) —This week may
not be very eventful for you, but that doesn’t
mean you can’t make it eventful. Maybe you can
try something fun like joining The Spectator staff
and agreeing to writing 23 or more articles each
week. That’s my favorite hobby.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — You may struggle
this week, but make sure to look on the positive
side of things. We’d suggest watching your favorite
vine compilations over and over again this week
in order to keep your spirits high.
Leo (July 23-August 22) — This week you
may feel a sense of teenage angst for no reason
at all. This angst can only be cured by putting on
your “Finding Emo” shirt and listening to the
show on Monday nights at 5 p.m. on 88.9 WFSE
Fighting Scots Radio.
Virgo (August 23-Sep 22) — Your upbeat
mood this week can’t be stopped! You can spread
positivity to others by sending singing telegrams
rather than texts. Your friends will surely enjoy it
when they are trying to discretely text you during
class.
Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22) — You may feel a little
down this week, but a visit to the Mallory Lake
ducks may be able to cure this. We hear that there

are some pretty nice ones over there.
Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21) — There will only
be one way to escape from your bad week: bagels.
We are not authorized to tell you how or why,
but bagels will play a large part in your week’s
upswing.
Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21) — You may be
feeling spontaneous and ready to try something
new this week. Maybe you get peer pressured into
getting your ears pierced. Or possibly you spend
your entire refund check on things you convince
yourself that you need. Whatever you choose to
do, The Spectator and Edinboro Campus Media
do not claim responsibility for any of it.
Capricorn (Dec 22- Jan19) — Although you
may be lacking motivation this Monday night,
it’ll pick up around 6 p.m. when you tune into the
upbeat and positive bops of Modern Mix on 88.9
WFSE Fighting Scots Radio.
Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18) — Towards the
middle of the week, you may struggle with
your confidence. Don’t worry about that. Just
remember that you’re a great person and you’re
trying your best. Put on your favorite pair of
Crocs and maybe take a walk around campus and
think about happy things. You’ve got this!
Pisces (Feb 19-March 20) — Between spring
break and midterms, the month of March really
did a number on your sleep schedule. To ensure
that you’re well rested for the rest of the semester,
maybe you should think about taking the
month of April off. (The Spectator and Edinboro
Campus Media do not condone skipping out on
classes, jobs or any other responsibilities).

March 19 — Max was caught barking at the mailman. He was given only ONE bacon
strip instead of three.
March 20 — Edinboro university police were notified of a good boy who was caught
cuddling with his favorite teddy bear.
March 22 — A victim reported that an unknown good boy approached them,
demanding belly rubs. They took the good boy in for the night and made sure he was safe.
March 24 — Edinboro university police were made aware of a local good boy that was
seen on his third walk of the day. What a good boy.
March 25 — A good boy was spotted walking alongside his owner without a leash near
Mallory Lake. The ducks were impressed, quacking in satisfaction.

The Arts
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Students compete for the Gmitter Scholarship at Bruce Gallery
By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor
Doucette Hall’s Bruce Gallery recently
hosted the Michael V. Gmitter Memorial
Scholarship Exhibition in which senior art
students at Edinboro University submitted
their artwork for total scholarship prizes of
$3,500. Michael Gmitter was an Edinboro
University metals student who died on July
26, 2006. His parents, Jan Gmitter and her
late husband Richard Gmitter, started the
scholarship in memory of their son. The
winners of the scholarship were announced
on March 21.
Many different mediums were displayed
in the show, created by the 13 finalists:
Courtney Powell, metals/jewelry; Sara
Moose-Torres, graphic and interactive
design and illustration; Bradley Milligan,
painting; Bethany Butler, ceramics; Shellie
Liebensberger, animation; Chelsea Fetherlin,
drawing, painting and printmaking; Shelby
Kirk, graphic and interactive design; Lianne
Lariviere, wood furniture; Nate Jeffery,
painting; John MacDonald, cinema; Chandler
McGraw, ceramics and metal smithing;
Kaleb Carpinello, metal smithing, painting,
ceramics; and Lydia DeVault-Arn, graphic
design.
This year’s jurors included Susan Barnett,
Karen Ernst, Cassandra Reese and Douglas
Eberhardt. Three of the four are professors
and instructors in the art department at
Edinboro and Barnett is a curator at the Erie
Art Museum.
“Choosing was definitely not an easy
experience,” said Reese. “There were a lot of
strong works this year.” Reese explained that
she and her fellow jurors evaluated the works
based on specific criteria. “There were three

criteria [for us to judge]: continuity, statement
and presentation.”
Many of the artists have been continuously
working on the pieces for this exhibit for
months and multiple semesters.
“I made lots of lists,” DeVault-Arn said
about her time management during the
creation period. When asked how she would
describe her work to anyone who hasn’t seen
it before, DeVault-Arn said “structurally
balanced” and added that it also uses a lot of
geometry.
This was the ninth annual Michael V.
Gmitter Scholarship exhibition. Every one of
the 13 artists featured in the exhibit received
a certificate, a T-shirt and a hug from Jan
Gmitter. Two students received scholarship
money as well. Second place went to Kirk,
who won $1,000 in scholarship money. First
place went to Powell, who received $2,500 in
scholarship money.
Powell explained the inspiration for her
artwork. “A lot of my pieces are inspired by
my family,” she said. “I try to protect them
in a way with metal because metal is such
a durable material...So then I make them
into organisms and then I use seed pods and
micro-organisms as inspirations.”
To those who haven’t seen Powell’s work,
she described it as “organic, intricate and fun.”
With her scholarship money, Powell
plans to continue creating art and looks to
accomplish her long-term goals, including
opening a gallery of her own.
The Gmitter Scholarship Exhibition will
remain in Bruce Gallery in Doucette Hall
until March 31.

Photos: Gabe Hypes

Metals student Courtney Powell won first place for her works inspired by her family and
micro-organisms.

Madi Gross
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Shelby Kirk, a graphic design student, took second place.

HOW TO

SAVE RENT

While Helping to Save Lives

Bethany Butler created a treat-themed ceramics display titled ‘Bite Me’ for her entry.

Nate Jeffery’s paintings are studies of people, while Sara Moose-Torres had a
variety of graphic and interactive design and illustration pieces.

ANSWER YOUR CALLING
BY ANSWERING OUR CALLS.

If you’re considering a career in health care
or just have a calling to help others, consider
free lodging at Perry Hi-Way Hose Company in
return for answering calls 24 hours a week.
You’ll be gaining hands-on experience, saving
money and helping your community.
For more information, call 864-0680 and ask about our
“Live-In” program. Or visit AnswerYourCalling.org.
Chelsea Fetherlin submitted works done in the mediums of print, painting and drawing.
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Women of Word perform
for Women’s History Month
By Livia Homerski
Arts Editor

Edinboro University brought Erie’s Women of Word
poetry group to the Diebold Center for the Performing Arts
on March 21. An installment for Women’s History Month,
the show included three dance segments by Sukanya Burham
and Brett Fallon, along with original poetry readings on
a variety of topics such as domestic violence, depression,
PTSD, loss and love.
Each segment offered different perspectives and stories
from Women of Word, as well as poets Darryl M. Brown
and Matt Borczon, who were humorously called “Man Made
Words.” Thasia Anne, Marge Wonner, Luchetta Cookie
Manus and Kat Wolper are the poets in the group. Jack
Wonner provided pre-show entertainment and Maddie Krol
handled lights.
The show began with a segment called “Negative Words”
in order to accomplish some venting and release tension the
performers had. A series of poems written about women’s
empowerment and their accomplishments made up the
punny “Herstory” segment.
Burham then led into her first dance piece. Burham was
adorned with jewelry that jangled and shook as she danced
and stomped along in rhythm to the music.
An issue that affects nearly 20 people per minute in the
United States, according to Project Sanctuary, domestic
violence was one of the topics for poems. The women sat on
a couch and chairs as if meeting in a support group before
reading their poems in response to each other. Anne actually
founded Women of Word after sharing her experiences of
domestic violence and continually having people come up to
her and tell her they had gone through something similar.
She decided to create a group where people could vent
and share their own experiences. “I had already written a
collection of domestic violence poems, which is what I did
when I survived and got out; it’s how I cleared my head,
so to speak.” In addition to this, Anne includes resources
to domestic violence hotlines, mental health hotlines and
rehabilitation centers on the program for each show in case
the material triggers someone who is struggling with those
issues themselves.
Brown then shared a piece about the history and lost
message of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” and how the term “Uncle
Tom” has been misunderstood and debased in our culture.
An oral storyteller, Brown’s voice echoed throughout the
audience.
There was another brief break from poetry as Anne
and Burham performed a dance piece called “Response
Drumming.” Anne would pat out a pattern on the drums and
Burham stomped and danced out her own response. By the
end of the piece, Burham joined Anne on the drum before
she declared Burham the winner, exclaiming “You got me!”
Addiction was the following topic for poems, while
local dancer Fallon performed afterwards. Fallon has been
dancing since he was young and got involved with Women
of Word after inviting Anne to one of his dance shows.
As mentioned earlier, poetry can be a means of venting
and dealing with memories that are too heavy to carry on
your own. The next segment dealt with depression, with
writer and local poet Borczon sharing his struggles with
PTSD. A veteran of the Afghanistan War, Borczon stated, “I
hadn’t written in 10 years, but I started writing two years ago
in order to just kinda get it out.”
Poet Wonner then read her “Desk” poem, pondering who
her husband might write to when she’s gone. When asked
about what inspires much of her writing, Wonner replied,
“My husband!” The piece acted as a way to transition out of
darker subject matter with a little humor and grace before
leading into poems about loss.
And as a way to end on a happier note, the show
concluded with a series of love poems and “positive words,”
which included pieces for loved ones and even a poem
regarding the sensual delight of cooking a turkey by Brown,
which caused the audience and the members of WOW to
erupt into laughter.
The Women of Word group meets at Calamari’s in Erie on
State Street every Tuesday night. The meetings are typically
open mic events, but occasionally there are guest speakers
that come as well. The members encourage bringing original
material to read, but everyone is welcome to enjoy and
listen.
Livia Homerski
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Jack White

Sunflower Bean

“Boarding House Reach”

“Twentytwo in Blue”

Although containing some very strong tracks,
“Boarding House Reach” requires more warming up
to than most listeners will probably
be willing to give it.

Don’t get me wrong, “Twentytwo in Blue” is warm,
inviting and definitely grooves, rocks and rolls.
However, there are few distinctions that sets Sunflower
Bean apart from a dozen of other
classic-rock-indie groups.

Standout tracks: “Corporation”
& “Everything You’ve Ever Learned.”

Standout tracks: “Sinking Sands”
& “Any Way You Like.”

EU & PSU collab for chamber music recital
By Rick Chernicky
Staff Writer

Professors Anthony J. Costa, Sarah
Schouten and Amber Shay Nicholson
performed at the Alexander Music
Center on March 23 as a collaborative
performance between Edinboro University
and Pennsylvania State University (PSU).
The afternoon of chamber music began
with “Suite,” a classical piece, originally
composed by Alec Wilder.
Audience members sat patiently in
the near full recital hall, as eyes were
attentively fixed on the artists that
proclaimed their significance without
words. Melodies soft and high took viewers
by surprise and reverberated against the
brown wood floor that laid beneath the
musicians.
The “Allegro Moderato,” an Italian
musical phrase used to identify tempo,
indicated the progression of intensity with
every note exerted by the professors. The
speed of the music began to increase while
the professors rapidly changed their finger
placement around the instruments. Not
one performer looked into the crowd while
playing, as their full attention was required
to avoid the slip in fluency.
“I like the music, especially the piano
in the background,” said Ricardo Rivera,

a freshman at Edinboro. “Their ability to
play is really good,” he continued.
The stage that held the musicians
glistened against the yellowish lights while
the professors transitioned into their
second composition, “Der Stucke,” initially
written by Felix Mendelssohn.
Nicholson anchored the composition
with her straightforward style of
orchestration and demeanor, which added
a sense of elegance to the chamber music.
Nicholson was composed and confident in
the message she conveyed with her piano.
The musician has served as a keyboardist
for both Slippery Rock University and the
University of Southern Mississippi, and
she performs frequently as a collaborative
artist and independent pianist.
Schouten, currently an instructor of
high brass at Edinboro University and
lecturer of horn at PSU, balanced the piece
with a deep symphonic element resonating
throughout the tightly packed room; it was
the type of sound that could be felt inside
your chest. Her instrumental approach
was relaxed, yet assertive. The professor
is a frequent lecturer and musician and
has even participated in the Penn’s Woods
Festival.
The liveliness given by Costa, associate
professor of clarinet at PSU and clarinetist
with the Pennsylvania Quintet, produced

an immense amount of energy that could
be noticed from the back of the audience.
Costa is primarily a teacher and has
taught clarinet and other music courses
at Otterbein College, Ashland University
and the college of Mount St. Joseph before
working at PSU.
Before entering into “Trio, Op. 274,”
Costa solemnly addressed the audience
and expressed his remorse for the
situation at Edinboro regarding the music
department. The professor went on to
say that music is communication which
serves as a living, breathing telephone line
through time, which is why he believes
it’s important to preserve music on any
campus.
“This next piece is by a German
composer, Carl Reinecke, [who had]
a long career in music and wore many
hats. He was a conductor [and] he was an
amazing pianist. This piece he wrote when
he was about 82 years old and this is a
monumental work,” said Costa.
He and his team of performers situated
themselves for their final composition
after the professor finished speaking,
which then led the team into synchronized
harmony.
Rick Chernicky
ae.spectator@gmail.com
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Across

1 Affectionate sideline greeting
6 "I understand now!"
9 Mud bath coverings
14 Gal pal, in Genoa
15 Searchlight used by Gotham police
17 One changing pitches
18 "Are you declining?"
19 "Tell me!"
21 Response to a tasty treat
22 Understand
23 "Va-va-__!"
24 Long Island town
26 Dog-tired
28 605, to Seneca
30 Stop, to swabs
33 Circle segment
34 "Humble" home
36 "Why would __?"
37 Dealer's query
39 Class with smocks
40 Punctuation in many lists
42 Sign of disuse
43 Like yoga teachers
45 Many a craft beer, for short
46 Online box filler
48 Cough up the cash

Section A n Page 7

49 Enterprise rival
50 KitchenAid appliances
52 __ colada: rum drink
54 Old vitamin bottle no.
57 Shiba __ : Japanese dog
58 Scored well under par, in golf lingo
61 Bart Simpson's "Holy cow!"
64 "Love Me Like You Do" singer Goulding
65 Apple Store support station
66 Preps, as potatoes
67 Icon tappers
68 Bashful
69 Risky rendezvous

Down

1 Fashionable Kentucky Derby array
2 "My turn to bat"
3 Handheld cleaner
4 Spotted wildcat
5 Thomas of "That Girl"
6 Somewhat
7 Polishes off
8 Legal dept. staffers
9 2006 cop drama set in Florida
10 Star's rep.
11 Hose mishap
12 Welles' "Citizen"

13 Schedule opening
16 Six-time Super Bowl coach Don
20 Website with film profiles
24 Hosp. fluid-administration methods hidden in 3-, 9-, 31and 34-Down
25 __ Alto, Calif.
26 Tampa __ Buccaneers
27 Slowly wear away
29 West Virginia natural resource
31 Reagan Library site
32 Allegro, largo, lento, etc.
34 Like much Norton software
35 Bluesy James
38 Japanese golf great Aoki
41 Remote batteries
44 Promote aggressively
47 Dunham and Olin
49 Buck horn
51 Anesthetizes
53 Bumbling
54 Sauce brand with an accent on its last letter
55 Salon colorings
56 OXY 10 target
58 Suspicious (of)
59 Art store buys
60 Wild or Old area
62 Balloon filler
63 Scrooge's scoff

Answers to last week’s puzzle:
Aries: March 21 — April 19
Someone could declare mad passion for you.
Maybe a co-worker has been nursing a huge
crush on you. Or perhaps a new friend is starting
to get extremely attracted to you. The sun says be
open to exploring any and all new opportunities.

Libra: Sept. 23 — Oct. 23
There's a full moon in your sign, and this
will bring any pent-up feelings to the surface. If
you've been stressed out, you'll need to release
tension. If you're falling in love, you'll want to
make a romantic confession to someone.

Taurus: April 20 — May 20
Venus will be in your sign for several weeks.
This will bring an increased spirit of fun to
your love life. If you've been single, you'll start
meeting fabulous people right and left. If you're
involved with someone, you and your honey will
experience a second honeymoon feeling.

Scorpio: Oct. 24 — Nov. 21
Venus is moving opposite your sign, so you
could be getting some mixed messages when
it comes to love. Maybe you're attracted to
someone, but you and this person have very
different views in certain areas. Don't jump to
conclusions just yet.

Gemini: May 21 — June 21
You'll feel more comfortable sharing your
feelings with your honey now. An emotional
moon is helping you to get over your usual
shyness about revealing personal stuff. You and
your partner could have a beautifully intimate
pillow talk session.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 — Dec. 21
Be open to receiving some enticing
propositions. Maybe a sexy colleague will invite
you out for dinner. Perhaps an old friend will
stop by and want to get a little frisky with you.
Venus is likely to create some surprising yet
entertaining interactions.

Cancer: June 22 — July 22
Mars opposite your sign could drain your
physical energy a bit. Don't pressure yourself to
accomplish a million things at once. You'll need
some down time away from intense personal
interactions and work stress. Try to rest and
recharge your batteries.

Capricorn: Dec. 22 — Jan.19
You'll want to get some things off your chest
this week as the moon increases your desire to
share your truth. Schedule a dinner with a close
friend and talk about your recent adventures. Or
share your fears, hopes and dreams with your
significant other.

Leo: July 23 —Aug. 22
You could be getting closer to someone as the
sun creates some warm moments of connection
with your honey. You're feeling better about the
direction that a relationship is headed in. Enjoy a
period of openness and trust in a romance.

Aquarius: Jan. 20 — Feb. 18
Be gentle on your honey. A moon opposition
could create a communication glitch or two.
Don't assume you can read your partner's mind.
And avoid jumping to conclusions. It's best to
work at being clear and kind with your language.

Virgo: Aug. 23 — Sept. 22
Stand up for yourself more, even if it feels
uncomfortable at first. Mars is urging you to be
more assertive, especially if someone has been
taking advantage of you. Maybe you need to
stand up to your boss. Perhaps your sweetheart
needs to be more attentive to your needs.

Pisces: Feb. 19 — March 20
Jupiter is creating some delays, so be patient if
you are seeking specific results with something.
Keep doing the tasks that are required at work.
Stay on target with handling your personal and
financial responsibilities. And be patient about
your romantic situation.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Majors Fair Ice Cream Social

Softball vs. Slippery Rock University

EU Planetarium presents:
“Legends of the Night Sky”

PRSA Student Day

3/29 | 3:30 p.m.
Van Houten Dining Hall — South

3/31 | 1 p.m., 3 p.m.
Softball Field

4/4| 1:30 p.m.
Van Houten Dining Hall — South

4/3 | 7 p.m.
Cooper Science Center — Room 169

High School Journalism Day

Paint N’ Sip Night

4/5 | All day
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

4/9 | 7 p.m.
Van Houten Dining Hall — South

In The Community
Easter Egg-stravaganza

Digital Media Festival

Film Grain: Dinner & Movie
“The Shape of Water”

Film & Her:
A Female Filmmaker Showcase

3/30 | 4 p.m.
Penn State Behrend

3/30 | 10 a.m.
Erie Maritime Museum

4/4 | 5 p.m. Doors
Bourbon Barrel

4/5 | 7 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel

UPBʼs Movie of the Week

“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle”
Wednesday & Thursday, 4/4 & 4/5 — 8 p.m.
Friday, 4/6 — 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Saturday, 4/7 — 2 p.m., 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Sunday, 4/8 — 2 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

SHOWTIMES:
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Daniel Fernandez returns a serve during singles play against Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania on March 23.

Men’s tennis sweeps weekend
matches, now 4-0 in PSAC play
By Christopher Rosato Jr.

eventually came away with the win,
ending the set 7-6 (4).
Both Roettger and Mboko split their
first two singles sets to force a third, but
only Mboko was able to provide Edinboro
with another win.
Duncan said he was happy to see the
team’s singles play improve from earlier in
the season.
“We’re a doubles team. I expect us to
win at least two out of three every time,
but in singles we definitely stepped it
up,” Duncan said. “If we can build our
confidence, set up our shots [and] put
away points when we need to put away
points, I think it will fare well for us in the
future.”
On Saturday, the Fighting Scots swept
doubles play on the way to a 7-2 victory
against Kutztown.
Albanese and Mateus Santos
dominated at the top doubles spot against
Kutztown’s Nikolay Kodinov and Gabriel
Nogara Souza, earning an 8-0 victory.
The pair’s win was followed by wins from
the No. 2 doubles team of Fernandez
and Mboko, 8-4, and the third team of
Mauricio Santos and Roettger, 8-5.
Albanese continued his dominant
play in singles as he defeated Kutztown’s
Martin Munoz 6-1, 6-0. With his four
wins over the weekend, he was named the
PSAC Men’s Tennis Athlete of the Week
on Monday.
Mauricio Santos and Fernandez
finished their matches next. Santos
handled Joan Oliver Perez 6-2, 6-0 at
No. 4 singles while Fernandez put away
Kodinov 6-1, 6-1 at No. 2 singles.
Duncan said Fernandez and Albanese
have been critical to the team’s success
this season, and that they are peaking at
the right time as Edinboro faces tougher
opponents and moves into postseason
play.
“They’re not just captains, they’re
leaders on the court,” he said. “So when
other teammates see them doing well and

Sports Editor

The Edinboro men’s tennis team picked
up two more PSAC wins with home
victories against Bloomsburg University
and Kutztown University on Friday and
Saturday at the Westwood Racquet Club
in Erie. They are now 4-0 in PSAC play.
On Friday, the men defeated
Bloomsburg 7-2 after losing just one
match each in the doubles and singles
categories. The loss was Bloomsburg’s first
PSAC matchup, leaving them 0-1 to begin
conference play. Head Men’s and Women’s
Tennis Coach Kody Duncan said
Bloomsburg’s 2-4 overall record entering
the match didn’t mean they would be easy
competition.
“[In] PSAC matches it doesn’t matter
because we’re such a familiar opponent
that everyone is competitive with each
other no matter what the team is,” he said.
The team of Vitor Albanese and Mateus
Santos defeated Bloomsburg’s Lucas
Pedrotti and Nagid Walle 8-2 at No. 1
doubles, while Daniel Fernandez and
Kevin Mboko served up an 8-3 defeat to
Bernardo Abreu and Rafael Rufato at No.
2 doubles. With the two doubles matches
finished, both teams made their way to
the third court to watch the conclusion of
the match between EU’s Mauricio Santos
and Christian Roettger and Bloomsburg’s
Guillermo Carranza and Robin Luetzig.
Santos and Roettger had fallen behind
early in the contest and couldn’t quite
fight their way back as they dropped the
match 8-4 to complete doubles play.
The Fighting Scots saw similar success
in singles play, earning another five wins.
Albanese swept his first set before
taking the second set 6-3 against Pedrotti
to start the team’s singles wins.
Mateus Santos’ win against Carranza at
No. 4 singles was a bit more interesting.
After Santos took the first set 6-2,
Carranza fought back and forced the
second set to go to a tiebreaker, but Santos

performing on the court, it carries the
other players. They really carry this team.
They’re the backbone of this team, to be
honest.”
Mateus Santos retired during the
second set after losing the first set, but
Mboko defeated Souza 6-3, 6-1 at No. 6
singles to give Edinboro their final win
of the night. In a high-scoring affair,
Roettger dropped the final singles match
to Josh Carl 7-6 (6), 7-5.
The two wins all but guarantee a PSAC
playoff berth for the Fighting Scots. Their
4-0 conference record will likely be good
enough to qualify, but the other teams
in the conference have not played as
many PSAC matches, so their fate will be
decided in the coming weeks.
“Winning those two and securing
a spot in the PSAC championships is
definitely something I’m very happy
about,” Duncan said. “I believe we secured
at least the No. 2 spot going into the
PSAC tournament now that we’re 4-0.”
Edinboro started their season by going
6-1, including two PSAC wins against
West Chester University and Millersville
University, but struggled during their
spring break trip in Wilson, North
Carolina, and Hilton Head Island, South
Carolina, losing all five of their matches.
“We had a meeting down there [in
North Carolina], we talked about it. We
said, ‘You know what, when we get back
we’ve got to regroup, refocus and get back
on the court and go back to our winning
ways,’” Duncan said of the spring trip.
“That’s what we did this weekend and we
hope to also do it again this upcoming
weekend against West Virginia Wesleyan.”
They will look to improve on their
8-6 overall record when they host West
Virginia Wesleyan University in Edinboro
on Saturday at 4 p.m. in their first outdoor
home match of the season.
Christopher Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Women’s tennis opens PSAC play with win
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
UPPER ST. CLAIR, Pa. — The Edinboro women’s tennis
team got the PSAC portion of their schedule off on the
right foot with a 9-0 win over California University of
Pennsylvania. It was the PSAC opener for both schools.
The Fighting Scots improve to 5-6 on the season and 1-0 in
PSAC play. The match was the season opener for the Vulcans
who are 0-1 and 0-1 in the conference.
Playing on indoor courts in Upper St. Clair, Edinboro
made quick work in doubles. Laura Lopez and Tatiana Batalla
Trabal made quick work of Elizabeth Wohar and Charlie
Gallagher, 8-1, at the No. 1 doubles spot.
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Roxana Yeh and Marija Tmusic followed suit with an 8-2
win at No. 2. But the quick match of the doubles portion
belonged to Jelena Vucenovic and Payton Tomasko who shut
down Alexa Uhlyar and McKenzie Wilson for an 8-0 win.
Quick turnaround for singles yielded similar results for the
Fighting Scots. Every match was won by Edinboro in straight
sets.
Lopez did not drop a game in her 6-0, 6-0 win over Wohar
at No. 1 singles. Batalla, Vucenovic and Tmusic all gave up
only one game in their wins. Yeh was a 6-1, 6-2 winner at No.
3 singles while Shelby Hutton was a 6-3, 6-1 winner at No. 6.
Edinboro returns to the courts Friday when they host the
University of Charleston (West Virginia) at 6 p.m. The match
will be the first on campus this spring for the Fighting Scots.

Voices

Arcade
Edinboro’s
old leader, its
new leader, its
current turmoil
Voices looks at the
resignation of H. Fred
Walker, B4.

Overwatch
League
update, B8.
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By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor
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Sidney Dobbins (wearing green headband) sprints down the field with the ball during a
game against Seton Hill University at Edinboro on March 20.

Lacrosse drops third straight PSAC game
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

The Edinboro women’s lacrosse team lost
their third straight game on Sunday, falling
16-4 against East Stroudsburg.
Edinboro’s goalkeeper Candace McDole put
on a strong performance in net with 20 saves,
while Boro’s defense shined in the second
half.
“Despite the goal differential, our defensive
unit has continued to improve each game and
our goalie Candace McDole played amazing
again,” Interim Women’s Lacrosse Head
Coach Jenny Wirth said.
East Stroudsburg opened the scoring by
putting up two goals within a minute of each
other, and ‘Boro’s Sophie DePalma responded
with her own goal to make the score 2-1. The
one-point difference was the closest Edinboro
would come to East Stroudsburg the rest of
the game.
The Warriors put up another two goals
before Sidney Dobbins put one up for ‘Boro.
Mary Uplinger broke up a four-goal streak by
East Stroudsburg when she scored her goal off
a Dobbins assist.
The Fighting Scots’ next goal would be
their last of the game. The Warriors scored
another three goals before the end of the first

half to go up 13-4.
Edinboro’s defense would shut down East
Stroudsburg’s offense in the second half, only
allowing three goals in the entire 30 minutes,
but Edinboro’s offense was equally stymied.
The game ended 16-4.
Wirth said she thought the team showed
some improvement, but it also showed what
the squad needs to work on.
“Overall, today’s game showed
improvements in small moments, but also
showed areas in need of improvement
still,” she explained. “As a team, we need to
continue to improve on small, but important
things like ground balls, clearing and overall
hustle and belief in ourselves for the entire
game.”
Dobbins’ two goals and one assist led the
offensive side for Edinboro, and McDole’s 20
saves was just two off the school record which
she set earlier this year.
Edinboro’s record fell to 3-4 overall and 0-3
in PSAC games. They host Gannon University
on Wednesday before traveling to Bloomsburg
University on Saturday for a 1 p.m. game.
They then go to Indiana University of
Pennsylvania on Tuesday at 4 p.m.

Eric Marks
“I have loved my time here at Edinboro, even
though the winter might seem never-ending
and you never know when you will see the sun
again. I loved being a part of the campus and
the swimming team,” senior Eric Marks of the
men’s swimming team said, reminiscing. “I will
always look at Edinboro and smile about all of
the good times that I have had here.”
Marks will graduate with a bachelor’s degree
in environmental geology, along with minors
in geography and in geographic information
systems.
“Swimming to me is one of the most
demanding sports,” Marks explained.
“I was told once that you use every single
muscle in your body just to do a single stroke,
so imagine that for 14 strokes per 25 yards and
a couple thousand yards every single day, it is
very strenuous.”
He began his swimming career in middle
school.
“My mother, being a previous swimmer in
high school, thought it would be a great way
for my sister and I to meet new people and get
some exercise,” stated Marks. When he began
swimming, he did not believe that he would
swim at a collegiate level, though. “I was just
swimming for my friends and for the team.”
“Coach Rhodes (Head Men’s and Women’s
Swimming Coach Chris Rhodes) reached out
to me my senior year of high school and asked

if I wanted to swim for him [and] the rest is
history,” he said.
Marks said the geology program, the
professors, the pleasant people at the university
and Rhodes’ kindness were factors in his
decision to attend school at Edinboro.
“I will miss the family atmosphere that I feel
when I am on campus and all of my friends
that I have made over the past four years here,”
he added.
Marks said of his parents: “I would not have

“When I came into the
program, it felt like a family
to me, and I just made 30 or
so friends that I could count
on if I need anything.”
made it this far without their love and support,”
he said. “They always made me happy even if I
did not swim my fastest, and were always there
for me.”
He plans to continue to swim after taking
some time off to rest his shoulder, and after
graduation Marks plans to go into a career in
the field of geographical information systems.
Madi Gross
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Erica Burkholder
sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Eric Marks is one of four seniors on the men’s and women’s swimming teams this season.

Softball playing waiting game,
hopes to begin PSAC games Friday
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

If Edinboro’s women’s softball team gets to
play their scheduled doubleheaders Friday
and Saturday, it will be the first time they
take the field in two weeks. The last time
they played a game, the sun was shining
bright on them in Clermont, Florida.
The Fighting Scots are scheduled to
take on Seton Hill University on Friday
and Slippery Rock University on Saturday,
but weather forecasts put the likelihood of
them being played in jeopardy. The team
was scheduled to play two doubleheaders
last weekend at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania and the University of
Pittsburgh at Johnstown, but heavy snow
forecasts forced the cancellation of those
games.
“I think everybody this week is just in a
holding pattern,” Head Softball Coach Dan
Gierlak said of the weather threatening the
team’s PSAC opening weekend.
The Fighting Scots last played on March
16, when they lost to No. 16 Southern New
Hampshire University to conclude their 3-9
spring trip to Salem, Virginia and Clermont.
They were hoping to get back on track
with a few wins before beginning PSAC
play, but now find themselves preparing
for conference play without being able to
practice on their own field.
“You hope you correct those mistakes in
that time where you come back,” Gierlak
said. “It gets a little disappointing that you go
outside and start playing games, and you get
yourself on a regular routine of doing things,
and then all of a sudden you’re back indoors.
It gets frustrating for the kids.”

Seton Hill split a doubleheader with
Wheeling Jesuit University to open their
season before going 5-5 during their spring
trip from March 4-9. They wouldn’t play
again until March 25, when they swept a
doubleheader against Salem University to
improve to 8-6.
They were scheduled to host West Liberty
University for a doubleheader on Tuesday,
but those games were postponed. If they
play, Friday’s games at Edinboro will be both
teams’ first PSAC games.
Slippery Rock has seen the most action
between the three teams. They fell to 13-10
after dropping both games of a doubleheader
at Lock Haven University on Saturday.
They were then scheduled to host Clarion
University on Wednesday, but those games
were postponed to April 3. That was the first
time Slippery Rock didn’t play a scheduled
game since 2015.
The Rock are scheduled to open PSAC play
Friday when they host California University
of Pennsylvania for a doubleheader before
heading up to Edinboro to face the Fighting
Scots on Saturday.
Gierlak said he believes the team will see
more consistent success once they are able to
practice and play outdoors more consistently.
“Once we get outside and get a routine of
playing, we’ll surprise some people,” he said.
If weather permits, the Fighting Scots are
set to host Seton Hill Friday, with the first
game scheduled for 2:30 p.m. and the second
game scheduled for 4:30 p.m., and Slippery
Rock Saturday, with the first game scheduled
to start at 1 p.m. and the second at 3 p.m.
Christopher Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Michael Bennett already
a distraction for the Eagles
By Jeff McLane

The Philadelphia Inquirer
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Jeff Capel III (right) has been hired as the next head basketball coach for the University
of Pittsburgh. He was formerly an associate head coach at Duke.

Pittsburgh hires Capel
as next basketball coach
By Jonathan M. Alexander
The News and Observer

Duke associate head coach Jeff Capel III has
agreed to be the next head coach of Pittsburgh,
according to four sources close the basketball
programs at Duke and Pitt.
Pittsburgh’s athletic director Heather Lyke
confirmed the hire in a press release Tuesday
afternoon.
“Coach Capel is a high-energy leader
committed to being a part of our university and
the city of Pittsburgh,” she said in the release.
“He has a tremendous basketball pedigree and
a strong track record of recruiting, developing
and mentoring high-quality student-athletes.”
Capel’s departure is a huge loss for Duke. He
has been the associate head coach at Duke since
2011.
Capel, 43, was Duke head coach Mike
Krzyzewski’s lead recruiter on the staff. Duke
has had the No. 1 recruiting class four of the
past five years (2014, 2016, 2017 and 2018).
He has helped secure commitments from 19
McDonald’s All-Americans.
“I am honored to be named the head coach
of the University of Pittsburgh men’s basketball
program,” Capel said in a press release. “Pitt has
a great tradition of success and I look forward
to putting together a staff and team that will
enable us to build on that tradition. As a lifelong
Steelers fan, I know Pittsburgh as the ‘City of
Champions’ and our goal from day one will be
to recruit, coach and develop champions on the
court, in the classroom and in the community.”
Prior to becoming associate head coach at
Duke, Capel was a head coach at Oklahoma
from 2006 to 2011, and head coach at Virginia
Commonwealth from 2002 to 2006.
“Pittsburgh just made an amazing hire to lead
its men’s basketball program,” Krzyzewski said
in a press release. “Having come from a proud
basketball family, Jeff Capel is one of the most

dynamic coaches in the country. He possesses
championship-level experience as both a
head and assistant coach, as well as distinct
knowledge of the Atlantic Coast Conference
that will benefit Pitt immediately.”
Capel was expected to be a leading
candidate for the Duke head coach position
when Krzyzewski retires. Krzyzewski has not
indicated when that will be.
“I would hope that when my time comes
that it’s someone who has played here and has
worked for me,” Krzyzewski told The News &
Observer in December. “And we have a lot of
people, including the guys who are on the staff
now, where they would understand Duke. And
understand the history.”
Capel has served as Duke’s interim head
coach when Krzyzewski has missed time. Last
season, Capel filled in for seven games, while
Krzyzewski recovered from back surgery. This
season, he coached one game, while Krzyzewski
recovered from a virus. And in 2016, Capel
stepped in for one game after Krzyzewski fell ill.
Capel was also a point guard at Duke from
1993 to 1997. At Duke, Capel was a four-year
starter. He finished his career at Duke with
1,601 points, 433 assists and 220 3-point field
goals.
“On a personal note, I want to thank Jeff for
being directly by my side for the past seven
years and completely committed to our mission
at Duke and with USA Basketball,” Krzyzewski
said in the release. “His insight, passion for the
game, relationships with our players, and most
importantly, his friendship have meant the
world to me and my family. Jeff, Kanika and
their wonderful children Cameron, Sydney and
Elijah will represent the University of Pittsburgh
at the highest level and with the utmost class
and integrity.”
Pitt fired its head coach Kevin Stallings in
March after two seasons. Nine Panthers players
requested a transfer after the season.

How Devonté Graham delivered on a
promise to his sister in KU’s win over Duke
By Jesse Newell

The Kansas City Star
OMAHA, Neb. — Dewanna
King tries to stick to nonbasketball talk. This time,
though, she couldn’t help
herself.
It was the night before
Kansas’ 85-81 overtime
victory over Duke in the Elite
Eight, and King, KU guard
Devonte Graham’s mother,
asked him a question at the
Omaha Marriott Downtown
Hotel before the biggest game
of his career.
“Are you nervous?”
King laughed when
retelling his response.
“He told me I was acting
like the reporters,” she said,
her voice scratchy because of
all the screaming she’d just
done in the game.
Graham would be fine
the next day. And he also
delivered on an earlier
promise.
Though this wasn’t the best
game of the point guard’s
career, it was good enough
to extend his team’s season
another week, and to territory
he hasn’t experienced before.
Graham scored 11 points
on 4-for-10 shooting in 45

minutes, but he also had a
hand in the game’s biggest
play. With 30 seconds left in
regulation and KU trailing by
three, Graham went behind
his back with a transition
dribble, then was bumped
briefly by Duke’s Trevon
Duval.
He played through it.
After a twirl, he flung a pass
to teammate Svi Mykhailiuk
on the wing, who took one
dribble before swishing the
game-tying shot.
“I actually tried to get the
foul call when he bumped me,
but I’m glad he didn’t call it,”
Graham said. “I just saw him
open and gave it to him.”
It was reminiscent of
another play that went down
in KU lore almost 10 years
ago. Just a few feet away, in the
first row of the stands, former
KU guard Sherron Collins
grabbed both hands to the
bill of his cap as the shot went
in, then flexed as the KU fans
celebrated around him.
It was Collins, in the 2008
national championship game,
who was slightly brushed by
a defender before he shoveled
the ball to Mario Chalmers,
who hit a game-saving three

in the final seconds on a 75-68
overtime win over Memphis.
“We’re good with not
getting calls at the end of the
game,” a smiling Collins said
afterward. “Let’s keep it that
way.”
Graham quickly found
his family following the final
seconds of overtime. He
jumped over the bench and
quickly hugged King, along
with his grandma, Doris King.
“We did it,” he told them,
tears in his eyes.
Before the game, in
teammate Malik Newman’s
room at the Marriott, Graham
and his family joined Lagerald
Vick’s for a short prayer
session. It was there that
Graham told his mom and
grandma he was going to take
them to the Final Four.
Because of financial
reasons, Graham’s sister,
Shamaria, couldn’t make it to
Sunday’s game in Omaha.
“I told her, ‘I’m going to
make sure you’ll be able to get
there,’” Graham said.
He did. KU will be going to
San Antonio.
And Graham’s last games
will be on college basketball’s
biggest stage.

PHILADELPHIA — At the very least,
Michael Bennett has become a distraction.
Nine days after the Eagles traded for
Bennett, the former Seahawks defensive
end was indicted by a Harris County, Texas,
grand jury for a felony charge related to an
incident last year during Super Bowl LI when
he allegedly injured a 66-year-old paraplegic
woman.
Bennett, according to the Harris County
District Attorney’s Office, “shoved his way onto
the field” during the postgame celebration after
NRG Stadium security personnel told him “he
had to use a different entrance for field access.”
Houston Police Chief Art Acevedo, during
a Friday afternoon news conference, said that
Bennett forced open locked doors and then
barreled through three workers, a man, a
28-year-old woman, and the alleged victim, to
get onto the field.
The 66-year-old paraplegic woman suffered a
strained shoulder, Acevedo said, when she was
pushed back in her motorized wheelchair. The
charge, injury to the elderly, carries a penalty
of up to 10 years in prison and a $10,000 fine.
Acevedo said that there was no video of the
incident, but that a police officer was a witness.
Bennett had yet to turn himself in, but his
attorney, Rusty Hardin, told the Inquirer that
his client was out of the continental United
States and would surrender when he returns.
Hardin said that he had yet to meet the
32-year-old Bennett and therefore would
refrain from speaking on his behalf. The Eagles
said that they were gathering more information
and wouldn’t have further comment because it
was an ongoing legal matter.
The Eagles didn’t know about the pending
indictment before the trade with the Seahawks,
two team sources said, and it’s fair to assume
that if they had they likely wouldn’t have gone
through with the deal. Will they stand with
Bennett until there is resolution, as they have
for other players, or will they consider other
options?
Far too many questions remain unanswered.
Why wasn’t Bennett arrested on the spot if a
police officer was in the vicinity? Why wasn’t
there a video of the alleged altercation when
security measures were heightened for a Super
Bowl? Acevedo said that the victim needed
medication after the alleged assault, but why
were there no medical records of the shoulder
injury?
And why did it take nearly 14 months
to investigate, present a case to the grand
jury, and charge Bennett? Acevedo said the
indictment took so long because police had
prioritized more significant cases. But if
Bennett was as “morally bankrupt” and as
unsavory a character as the police chief painted
him during a blistering news conference, then
why wasn’t his case a priority?
“I’m hopeful that when all the facts are out
(Acevedo) would want to reconsider if he’d
want to be that over the top with somebody
who’s just been charged with a crime and is
presumed innocent,” Hardin said.
The Eagles, meanwhile, have their first
public nuisance since winning the Super Bowl,
whether Bennett’s completely innocent or as
guilty as Acevedo asserted. Both extremes,
considering his past dust-up with Las Vegas
police and Harris County’s lack of hard
evidence, seem unlikely.
In August, Bennett was involved in an
incident outside the Cromwell Hotel and
Casino in Las Vegas. He claimed two police

officers used excessive force and threatened “to
blow my ... head off.” The authorities claimed
that video surveillance didn’t corroborate
Bennett’s story and the local sheriff said there
was no evidence to suggest that Bennett was
racially profiled or was a victim of unnecessary
force.
The incident, though, remains under
investigation.
Bennett can be a polarizing figure. His
supporters point to his activism and the
work his foundation does in the community
to help fight obesity. Last season, his every
endorsement dollar and half the money he
made in jersey sales went to charity. He was
one of a few black players willing to protest
social injustice, despite the backlash, by sitting
during the national anthem.
Bennett’s detractors cite the protest as
disrespectful to those who have fought for the
American flag and to those who revere it. They
see his sometimes-boorish behavior with the
media and the immature sex jokes he has told
in interviews as signs of immaturity.
Bennett also drew criticism in December
when he appeared to roll into the legs of center
Brandon Linder as the Jaguars ran out the
clock in the victory formation. It wasn’t the
first time that his on-the-field behavior has
been questioned. Bennett has been penalized
more than any other player in the NFL over the
last five years.
Howie Roseman knew mostly what he was
signing up for when he dealt for Bennett,
essentially to replace Vinny Curry, who would
eventually be released. He was getting a Pro
Bowl player who could potentially upgrade the
defensive line, but also a lightning rod who
could potentially upset the Eagles’ winning
dynamic.
Bennett has now already given the Eagles
a headache they would rather not have to
deal with. Owner Jeffery Lurie, coach Doug
Pederson, and Roseman will likely have to
address the indictment and other questions
this week at the league meetings in Orlando.
Did the Seahawks know anything about
the incident before the trade? Why didn’t
Bennett inform the Eagles that he was being
investigated by a grand jury?
Bennett struck all the right notes during
his introductory news conference on Monday.
He said that he was comfortable with possibly
playing fewer snaps with the Eagles. He said
that he just wanted to assimilate into the locker
room. And when Bennett was asked if he
planned on continuing his protest, he focused
on football and being a leader.
“Right now, this is mostly about me fitting
in with this team and finding out my role as
a player,” Bennett said. “Let everything else
happen as it happens.”
But Bennett can’t help but be outspoken. He
tossed red meat to Eagles fans when he namechecked the NFC East quarterbacks to let them
know that he was coming after them. And he
took exception when he was asked how playing
next to linemen like Fletcher Cox would help
his career.
“I think ... I’ve already had a great career,
undrafted, done a lot of great things in the
NFL,” Bennett said.
That he has, but it doesn’t give Bennett the
right to act the way the Harris County DA
alleges he behaved on Feb. 5, 2017. And it also
doesn’t give the authorities the right to trump
up charges if not accurate.
It could be some time before the truth
comes to light, if it does at all, but until then
the Eagles may have to ride the storm out with
Bennett.
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Our Viewpoint
Faculty speak out about
scathing Chronicle article

Contributed Photo

H. Fred Walker will be moving out of the presidential home following his resignation on Friday. What does ‘Boro do now?

No way Walker could have survived
this. But how can the university?
You’re a graduating senior. Eighteen
years old. Debating life’s next stop. Give
it a couple weeks before you search
“Edinboro” on Google.
The dismal results — calls for
resignation and then, the actual
resignation of university president H.
Fred Walker — are strewn across the
top, a university in turmoil shown as
such. You’ll have to scroll past them to
travel to the university homepage.
Of course, this all began with a
Chronicle of Higher Education cover
piece on March 18. Calls followed
on all fronts — student, faculty and
community alike —for his resignation.
He would give in to those requests on
Tuesday, at 6:06 p.m., official at close of
week on Friday. And if you’ve read the
article, which has been shared across the
Edinboro social media sphere far and
wide, you’d most likely say to yourself
upon Walker’s departure, “Hmm...that
makes sense.”
The article revelations — Walker
comparing university strategy to a film
that centers on lies and fabrication,
preaching transparency yet not
following it, him calling out individuals
and making harmful accusations — are
inexcusable.
Inherently human mistakes? Perhaps.
To think simply not giving the interview
would have secured Walker’s position at
Edinboro, perhaps for the long run, is
an interesting “what-if.” But when those
mistakes bring on 1) a wave of horrific
publicity sure to influence the decisions
of possible Scots; 2) the erosion of trust
amongst faculty and leadership; and
3) the creation of a petition signed by
over 1,000 members of the Edinboro
community calling for a president’s
resignation? Well, it’s clear that the
naivety of these mistakes must be put
aside. Instead the consequences of such
must be dealt with. And Walker dealt
with them by resigning.
But now that we’re here, without a
full-time president once more, we must
wonder if this was the right choice for
the university and community.
Since 2008, this university has seen
five presidents, both interim and fulltime. Dr. Michael Hannan, current
provost and vice president for academic
and student affairs, and soon to be
acting president, will make that six,
while a new president (if they decided to
go that route in a search) would make it
seven. Seven presidents in less than 10

years.
Not ideal.
Elsewhere on campus, the
communications and media team
is going to be working overtime to
generate positive headlines, hopefully
pushing the Walker saga further and
further down that search page. And can
we talk about the communications team
for a second?
Where were they during these
disastrous interviews? Who should
have been kicking Walker under the
table when he was talking about faculty
or individual students? If you look
through the work of Jack Stripling —
the journalist whose writing drove the
resignation — and especially his past
headlines, you’ll find such gems as “How
One Leader Set a Toxic Tone, Spurning
Allies She Needed Most” and “Were
Red Flags Missed in U. of Southern
California Dean Hire?” Clearly, Stripling
doesn’t traffic in fluff pieces. He has
a history of reporting the juicy and
dramatic details; he has a history of
pulling no punches.
An email sent prior to publication
to staff and faculty seemed to hint
at potential trouble, stating, “It is a
compelling story that, if accurately
written, will serve the University well.”
Overall, though, it was a hopeful tone,
again seemingly unaware of how the
more inflammatory portions of the
interviews would clearly take lead. Then
again, they can’t take the entire blame.
You can’t possibly track anonymous
sources and their contributions.
Stripling’s recent headlines (at time
of publication), “Edinboro President,
Who Boasted of His Ability to
Circumvent Faculty Resistance, Will
Resign,” along with “A Tough-Talking
President Tried to Fix a College. Then
He Came Undone,” and “Edinboro U.
Chief Has ‘Irretrievably Lost’ Ability to
Lead, Faculty Say,” are the things that
potential future Edinboro students and
their parents will see when they look at
Edinboro. And as enrollment is already
lower than it has been in decades, this
can’t be a good omen for the university.
In the wake of Walker leaving, it’s
doubtful that Edinboro’s reputation will
immediately recover. Enrollment could
continue to drop, at least for the next
academic year. And can you blame those
incoming freshmen and their families?
They most definitely are thinking, “If
Edinboro wants to better its attrition

rate of students, they should work on
bettering the attrition rate of presidents,
too.” Unless we’re in for a surprise, we
have to prepare for less than stellar
numbers.
Additionally, the process of finding
a new president is a long and expensive
one. The expensive part is not
something that Edinboro can deal with
right now.
We have Hannan as acting president.
An Edinboro veteran, he’s been at
the university for 30 years in various
positions: professor, department chair,
associate dean, provost. The Edinboro
faculty union has already praised him,
saying faculty members are “enthusiastic
about moving the focus back to our
students and working together to
ensure their future success.” And in
the recent Chronicle article, APSCUF
President Marc Sylvester said, “We are
now able to move forward with a long
time trusted member of our faculty and
administration as our leader.”
He’s not leaving ‘Boro. He’s not the
careerist Walker complained about in
that initial Chronicle article. He has the
trust of the faculty. He clearly can do
this job.
So the question here is: do we really
need a long, drawn-out search when
the man for the job has possibly been
in front of our eyes the whole time?
Hannan has the potential to turn this
university around and steer it back onto
the path of success, even if it won’t be an
easy task.
If this fallout had taken a different
course and Walker would have stayed,
nothing would have ever been the same.
The faculty was never going to trust
him again in the way that a boss must
be trusted in order to achieve any level
of true success. And with the fire that
had been lit under the feet of students,
if Walker had stayed, any move he
made would have been met with huge
opposition. His image, here on campus,
has been destroyed personally and
publicly.
There was no way Walker could have
survived this. But will the university?

The recent article, “A Tough-Talking President Tried to Fix
a College. Then He Came Undone” (The Chronicle, March
18), is painful reading for members of the Edinboro University
community. I appreciate the opportunity to share a more positive
picture of the university.
Like some of the other schools in the Pennsylvania System
of Higher Education, Edinboro has struggled financially in
recent years for demographic, legislative, administrative, and
other reasons. But it continues to have much to offer students.
There are distinguished faculty in all our schools, the flagship
art department has a national reputation, the honors program
is thriving, and the online master’s degree in nursing is highly
ranked nationwide. We are also one of the most disabilityfriendly universities in the country; students with disabilities
come here from all over the state, and some even from out of
state, partly for that reason. There are abundant recreational
and extracurricular educational activities; my own department
in particular mentors majors for conference participation,
publication, and internship.
Overall, Edinboro University provides valuable educational
opportunities to students from diverse backgrounds, especially
working-class ones, while offering the lowest tuition of all the
four-year colleges and universities in Pennsylvania.
I am proud to serve on the devoted, hardworking Edinboro
University faculty, and I believe the university will overcome its
current difficulties and emerge stronger than ever.
Dr. Stephen J. Sullivan
Professor of English and Philosophy
The article’s focus on President Fred Walker and his strategy
to turn our university around fiscally, by re-tooling our offerings
to respond to current market forces, fails to capture a more
complex and subtle picture. I understand the relevance of the
article’s lens, as it gives unusually frank insight into a president’s
calculations, and Walker’s rhetoric and cuts corroborate a
burgeoning narrative of the death of the humanities. While this
reflects a current reality in public higher education, perhaps
another compelling story about Edinboro could have been
the miracle that many of our humanities programs have been
preserved despite the perceived lack of job-market readiness of
trendier majors.
Edinboro’s art department, in which I teach, has one of
the strongest and most comprehensive art programs in the
state, and draws students beyond our region. At a university
filled with working-class, first-generation college students, the
administration was bold to preserve small programs within
the department such as Wood Furniture and Metalsmithing/
Jewelry, along with 12 areas of study, without a single program
being cut. We nurtured the MacArthur “Genius” Award-winner
LaToya Ruby Frazier, who came from the poverty of Braddock,
Pennsylvania. Our students are leaders in the art world, in the
fine and commercial arts, many becoming entrepreneurs who
start their own businesses, feeding the economy and cultural life
of our tri-city area and beyond.
If I look beyond my department, I see students from modest
means that still have the only affordable opportunity in the
region to study subjects in the humanities such as anthropology,
English literature, and history. Parallel to the death-of-thehumanities narrative, perhaps these stories can lend insight into
how and why some public institutions and their leaders decide
to preserve at least some of these opportunities for all, despite
tremendous pressures to do otherwise.
Prof. Suzanne Proulx
Assistant Professor of Art

Our Viewpoint is a piece agreed
upon and discussed by the staff of The
Spectator. Responses can be sent as
a letter to the editor, through voices.
spectator@gmail.com.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them
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It’s time to start spring cleaning.

Photo: Vecteezy

How to start up
your spring cleaning
By Devva Saunders
Photo: Tribune News Service

After years of runaway success and lax regulation, Facebook discovered this week that the world may have changed its
mind about the social network — and possibly the tech industry at large, too.

Cook County sues Facebook, Cambridge
Analytica over reported privacy breaches
By Ally Marotti
Chicago Tribune

Cook County is suing Facebook
and Cambridge Analytica for allegedly
violating an Illinois fraud law after
reports that the political consulting firm
used ill-gotten Facebook data in an effort
to influence voter behavior.
Cambridge Analytica, which was hired
by President Donald Trump’s campaign,
deceived the millions of Illinois Facebook
users whose information it collected,
alleges the lawsuit, filed Friday in Cook
County Circuit Court. And Facebook
failed to protect its users’ privacy and
misrepresented how their data would be
used, the lawsuit says.
“(Facebook) sought to keep developers
building on its platform and provide
companies with all the tools they need to
influence and manipulate user behavior,”
the suit complaint says. “That’s because
Facebook is not a social media company;
it is the largest data mining operation in
existence.”
The lawsuit joins others brought
against the social media giant and
Cambridge Analytica in response to a
report from The New York Times and
The Observer of London earlier this
month. The newspapers reported that
Cambridge Analytica, whose U.K.-based
parent SCL Group was also named in
Cook County’s suit, gained access to
private information of more than 50

million Facebook users, including their
profiles, locations and what they like.
The firm claimed its tools could analyze
voters’ personalities and influence their
behavior with targeted messages.
Since the report, a public movement to
delete Facebook has sprung up, and the
privacy of people’s online information
has come into question. Some experts
say that deleting a Facebook profile can’t
protect the decade’s worth of data users
have already poured into the platform.
The Federal Trade Commission
opened an investigation into Facebook,
and U.K. investigators raided Cambridge
Analytica’s offices in London, according
to reports.
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg
promised in a post last week that the
company would do more to protect its
users’ data. “We have a responsibility to
protect your data, and if we can’t then we
don’t deserve to serve you,” he wrote.
Cambridge Analytica improperly
acquired the information, Facebook has
said, but it didn’t steal the data. Users
allowed the maker of a personality quiz
app to take the data. About 270,000
people took the quiz several years ago,
and the app-maker was able to scrape
data from their Facebook friends. He
then provided the data to Cambridge
Analytica.
Still, Facebook told its users that
their personal data would be protected,
according to the Cook County lawsuit. It

company engaged in unfair and deceptive
conduct when it allowed a third party to
collect its users’ data, the suit alleges.
The lawsuit, filed by Cook County
State’s Attorney Kimberly Foxx on behalf
of the people of Illinois, brings one count
each against Facebook and Cambridge
Analytica for allegedly violating the
Illinois Consumer Fraud and Deceptive
Business Practices Act.
The suit asks that both companies be
fined $50,000 for each violation of the
law and that Cambridge Analytica be
fined an additional $10,000 for each day a
violation affecting an Illinois resident age
65 or older has existed.
Cook County representatives did
not immediately return requests for
comment. Cook County is being
represented by Chicago law firm Edelson,
which has brought privacy suits against
Facebook and other tech companies,
including Google and Netflix.
Neither Facebook nor Cambridge
Analytica responded immediately to
requests for comment on the lawsuit.
Cambridge Analytica has denied any
wrongdoing and suspended its CEO,
Alexander Nix. The app developer,
Cambridge University researcher
Aleksandr Kogan, who is not named in
the Cook County suit, told the BBC last
week that he didn’t know the data would
be used for Trump’s election campaign
and that Cambridge Analytica is using
him as a scapegoat.

Staff Writer

As college students, we are often busy with our academics and
extracurricular activities. Spring has arrived and life is a mess, but
now it’s time to organize the chaos a little bit in preparation for the
coming weeks. Here are some tips to help you get started:
1. Start simple and empty out your backpack. You might
be surprised at what you find in there. Over the course of the
semester, your backpack tends to become a portable Bermuda
Triangle. Items lost into the abyss are easily forgotten. Throw out
unnecessary miscellaneous stuff like wrappers, that research essay
from a few years ago, and whatever other junk you may find in
there. It is important to stay organized with finals approaching in
just a few short weeks.
You don’t want to reach into your backpack searching for a
pencil and instead touch old gum. Make sure that you have a
separate area for utensils, your binders or notebooks, and your
school papers. I realize we are students who don’t always have
time for organization, but it’s important to check in on the chaos
once in a while. If you’re the type of person to forget what’s in your
bag, this tip is for you.
2. Be sure to check under your bed for any remaining lost
items. We often forget what’s under our bed after a while. You
know that shirt you’ve been looking for? It’s probably under your
bed. If you’ve lived without an item for more than six weeks, then
you probably don’t need it anymore. If you want to make extra
cash, consider holding a Facebook sale or something similar using
the personal sale app Letgo.
3. Your computer often gets cluttered with old assignments that
you’ve already submitted at this point in the semester. If you’ve
already received a grade for the assignments, then you don’t need
them anymore. Delete unnecessary documents to restore storage
space and keep organized. You don’t want to accidentally submit
the wrong document to your professor because you forgot to
delete it.
4. Around this time of year, your car is probably cluttered with
random items you’ve misplaced. Clear out your trunk and put
away your shovels; you won’t need them anymore (we hope, this
is Edinboro after all). Check your car for spare change that might
have gone missing in the seat cushions or on the floor. Collect it,
take it to the bank and trade it in for dollar bills. You might have
more money than you realize.
5. In all the stress and chaos following spring break, it’s
important to take time out for yourself to clear your mind. Mental
breaks are just as important, if not more so, than physical ones.
Take time out for yourself to destress and do something cathartic.
Put studying aside for a few minutes to meet up with friends you
haven’t seen a while. You could attend some campus events, such
as Pause and Paws to play with some therapy dogs.
Devva Saunders
voices.spectator@gmail.com

March for Our Lives was a powerful, galvanizing moment
Los Angeles Times

Tribune News Service
It was heartening to see the outpouring of personal stories,
anger and resolve during the weekend March for Our Lives antigun violence protests and the ensuing social media discussions,
a long-running debate re-energized through the activism and
resolve of kids. It was their day in the sun, and they performed
admirably, as did the adults who helped give significant mass to
their movement. But the nation can’t let the demonstrations vent
off righteous anger over Congress’ subservience to the gun lobby
and its embrace of the mythical sanctity of the 2nd Amendment.
This weekend must be the beginning of something.
But how to achieve that? Another day of mass disobedience is
scheduled for April 20, with more than 250,000 high schoolers
already vowing via a Change.org petition to walk out of their
classes, an echo of the protest that arose a month after the
Valentine’s Day massacre at Florida’s Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School. More power to them another day of action will help
keep the issue current. But as the March for Our Lives activists
have done, organizers of the high school walkouts should focus on
results and launch voter registration drives ahead of the summer
primaries and November general election. The nation has learned
to its disgrace that tears of rage and grief over the slaughter of
innocents are insufficient to move the cold hearts in Congress, or
the cold hearts of the National Rifle Assn. leadership and its more
radical members. It will take a much more potent form of political
pressure to get anywhere near where we need to be on gun control.
So what does the nation need? Universal background checks
for any transfer of a firearm should be an easy law to enact, given
that polls have found significant public support for the idea.
Second, there is no need for civilians to own such weapons of war
as semiautomatic rifles. Some might find them fun to shoot, but

that’s hardly reason to loose them upon a civil society. And as for
those who say these weapons are necessary for hunting, they need
target practice more than they need access to a firearm that can fire
bullets as fast as a shooter can make successive pulls on a trigger. If
a ban on such weapons is beyond political reach, Congress should
at a minimum outlaw bump stocks and other related devices that
can convert semiautomatic guns to near-automatics. President
Trump has proposed doing that by regulation, but it’s unclear
whether his move will pass a court challenge; Congress can and
should do it by law.
There are solutions to pursue at the state level too. Given the
lack of action in Congress, many states including California
have adopted much more stringent restrictions than federal law
imposes. For instance, it is illegal to buy or sell an assault-style
rifle in this state, and county sheriffs can deny concealed weapon
permits to applicants who do not make a plausible case for why
they need one. So Capitol Hill isn’t the only pressure point for gun
control; statehouses across the country should be pushed as well.
Many gun owners say they disagree with the absolutist positions
of the NRA; this would be a good time to join with those seeking
reforms to establish a common ground that could help marginalize
the NRA’s lobbying and ballot-box influence, especially in states
with a long history of hunting-rooted gun culture.
And we have to recognize, too, that while massacres such as the
one in Parkland, Fla., grab the nation’s attention, our biggest daily
gun risk comes from one-on-one encounters involving people
we know. Murder-suicides occur all too easily in moments of
domestic violence just because a gun is within reach. Middle-aged
white males, who as a group traditionally are the largest bloc of
support for 2nd Amendment rights, also are at the highest risk of
killing themselves with their weapons.
Still, it is the massacres that might move the political needle.

Photo: Tribune News Service

A poster depicts the U.S. flag with school names, all of which
suffered losses of students killed by gun violence, during the
March For Our Lives rally to demand stricter gun control
laws on Saturday, March 24, in Washington, D.C.

We’ve been in a similar place before the outpouring of anger and
grief that followed the Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre
felt like a galvanizing moment. But it dissipated as the grief faded.
We can’t let that happen again. This is a moment that must be
seized and, finally, converted into meaningful change.

Are you a graphic designer or illustrator looking to make your name with editorial
cartoons?
We want to see them
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PSU frat death hearing resumes amid call for tougher penalties
By Susan Snyder

The Philadelphia Inquirer
BELLEFONTE, Pennsylvania —
Prosecutors on Friday launched their second
bid to force 11 Pennsylvania State University
fraternity members to stand trial for the 2017
booze-fueled death of sophomore pledge
Tim Piazza, as a top state lawmaker unveiled
a proposal to punish hazing with tough jail
terms.
“We are here to make sure this never
happens again,” said Senate Majority Leader
Jake Corman, announcing details of the
Timothy J. Piazza Anti-Hazing Law at the
foot of the Centre County Courthouse
during a break in the proceedings. Among
other things, the bill would upgrade
hazing from a summary offense, typically
punishable with a fine, to a misdemeanor or
felony carrying penalties of up to seven years
in prison.
Corman, a Centre County Republican, was
joined at the conference by Piazza’s parents
and Penn State President Eric Barron, whose
staff helped craft the bill. The senator said
he hopes to push it through the Senate next
month.
Piazza, a sophomore from New Jersey, died
in February 2017 from injuries he suffered
after drinking copious amounts of alcohol
during a pledge ritual party at Beta Theta Pi.
In a stupor, he fell down the stairs and was
left unattended for hours. His death days
later and the subsequent charges have drawn
national attention and led to a crackdown on
Greek life at Penn State’s flagship campus.
None of the defendants was in court
Friday, as prosecutors sought for the second
time in a year to persuade Centre County
Judge Allen Sinclair to hold them for trial
on charges that range from involuntary
manslaughter to hazing.
Sinclair has set aside six days for the
hearing, which could tread much of the same
ground as last year’s multi-day proceeding.
From the outset Friday, defense lawyers were

Photo: Tribune News Service

Jim Piazza speaks about the importance of passing the anti-hazing legislation named
after his son, Timothy Piazza, as his wife Evelyn wraps her arm around him outside of the
Centre County Courthouse on Friday, March 23 in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania.
angling to prevent that.
Brian Zarallo, a longtime Philadelphia
assistant district attorney who joined the
Attorney General’s Office this year, told the
judge that the prosecution would present a
streamlined case, including about two hours
of surveillance video from the State College
house on the night Pizza suffered his fatal
injuries.
Despite objections from the defense,
Sinclair told him to proceed. “I’ll make the
decision if I’ve seen too much already,” he
said.
All of the testimony Friday morning came
from forensic pathologist Harry Kamerow,
who described Piazza’s head and spleen
injuries, which he said resulted from a fall

Conflict continues at University of Kansas
following ban, then reversal on frat activities
By Katy Bergen

The Kansas City Star
KANSAS CITY, Missouri
— Four days after the
Interfraternity Council at
the University of Kansas
announced a ban on
fraternity activities, an
interim council created in
the wake of the decision has
revoked the freeze and called
it “unconstitutional.”
On Monday, four executive
officers on the nine-member
Interfraternity Council
announced a self-imposed
temporary freeze on all
social activities for the 24
fraternities that it governs.
But the decision was
revoked unanimously in a
Thursday meeting made up of
fraternity leaders who say the
policy approved by the four
executive officers violated IFC
bylaws.
“The “freeze” policy
invoked Monday violated
the IFC bylaws as it was not
voted on by the General
Assembly, but was decided
to be published without a
proper vote, and the support
of only two of the four of the
executive board members,” a
press release from the interim
IFC council stated Friday.
Earlier this week, chapter
presidents voted 23-1 to
place the four executive
board members on judicial
review and relieve them of
their IFC duties pending an
investigation.
An ad-hoc committee will
oversee the duties of the IFC
officers until new leadership
can be appointed, a release
issued Friday stated.
The late-night revocation of
the freeze on Thursday night
tops what was a contentious
and confusing week for Greek
students, alumni and housing
corporation presidents,
some who said they were
blindsided by the freeze,
which was announced in a
previously scheduled meeting
between fraternity leaders and
Chancellor Douglas A. Girod
on Monday.
“This freeze is a way for us
to pause and do some honest
introspection about who we

are and how we can live up
to our standards of fraternal
excellence,” Daniel Lee, one
of the four executive officers,
said on Monday after the
announcement. “We owe
this to our members and the
entire KU community.”
Since the beginning of
the spring semester, Delta
Upsilon, Sigma Alpha Epsilon
and Sigma Phi Epsilon have
received suspensions from
their national headquarters as
officials investigate whether
members violated fraternity
policy related to safety and
health.
Sigma Alpha Epsilon was
later closed by its national
headquarters for at least
four years. Several other
fraternities are currently on
probation for alcohol, drug
and hazing violations.
While proponents of the
freeze said that they aimed
to address systemic problems
related to student conduct
within fraternities, according
to fraternity bylaws,
initiatives approved by the
Interfraternity Council must
have a two-thirds consensus.
The nine-member board
had only four appointed
members on Monday, and not
enough executives to reach a
quorum.
The vacancies on the board
were caused by multiple
issues, Nick Reddell, a KU
graduate and the housing
incorporation president
for Phi Kappa Psi, told
The Kansas City Star.
Individuals whose chapters
are under investigation are
automatically suspended from
the board for the duration
of the probe, while other
individuals had taken on
other leadership roles that
required them to vacate their
IFC positions, according to
IFC policy.
New leaders had not yet
been approved by the time of
the Monday announcement.
The swiftness of the
announcement drew
criticism from Reddell and
other alumni who called
into question whether the
university pressured the four
executive officers to make

a call that other fraternity
leaders were largely unaware
of.
“This was decided on with
a limited number of guys
without any outside input,”
David Steen, president of the
Kansas Fraternity Landlords
League, told The Star on
Tuesday. “The whole process
violated the IFC bylaws.”
Reddell told the Lawrence
Journal-World that metadata
in a distributed Microsoft
Word file describing the
terms of the freeze linked
the document to Associate
Director for Fraternity and
Sorority Life Amy Long.
In the wake of Monday’s
announcement, the freeze
was promoted on university
websites and in news releases.
The IFC did not promote or
distribute the details of the
freeze on its private account,
though links to university
releases were posted on its
website.
“There hasn’t been a GA
assembly. None of that had
happened (before Monday),”
Reddell told The Star.
“With absolute certainty the
university was involved in this
freeze and this release. They
really flexed their muscles on
these four members.”
A special assembly of
fraternity leaders named
interim leaders to the IFC
council and removed Lee
and three other executive
officers from their positions
on Tuesday.
The interim IFC council
announced Friday that the
freeze policy, which aimed to
help curb hazing and drinking
violations that have prompted
the sanctions against several
fraternity chapters this
year, will be replaced by a
new program that must be
approved at the next IFC
General Assembly meeting,
scheduled for March 27.
Details about the
new program were not
immediately released. But
council members said in a
release they would continue
“productive conversations
that will foster a more
positive experience for
fraternity members at KU.”

while the teen was severely intoxicated.
Asked by prosecutors, the pathologist said
Piazza would have had a better chance to
survive if he had received medical attention
sooner. But the doctor said he could not
pinpoint how much sooner that should have
been.
“He starts out with an eminently treatable
injury if he gets medical intervention,”
Kamerow said, noting that Piazza’s shattered
spleen caused his stomach to fill with blood.
Defense attorneys questioned whether
college students who had been drinking had
the ability to detect that Piazza was severely
injured.
Men age 19 or 20 “are not in a position to
make a medical diagnosis of a spleen injury,”

argued Frank Fina, who is representing
Brendan Young, fraternity president.
The hearing last summer culminated with
a surprising Sept. 1 ruling by Sinclair to
throw out the most serious felony charges
against eight of the fraternity members and
remove all charges against four others.
Former Centre County Prosecutor Stacy
Parks Miller refiled the charges in October
and charged 12 additional members of the
fraternity in Piazza’s death after recovering
footage from a basement video camera,
for a total of 26. After she lost a bid for
re-election, new Centre County District
Attorney Bernie Cantorna, citing a conflict of
interest, asked the Attorney General’s Office
to take the case.
Attorney General Josh Shapiro this month
declined to press aggravated assault charges
against the fraternity members, but charged
five of them with involuntary manslaughter.
In addition to the 11 facing the hearing
Friday, three others previously waived their
right to a preliminary hearing and were held
for trial. The other 12 charged will face a
preliminary hearing in May.
The Piazzas’ relationship with Penn State
has been strained since their son’s death, but
Jim Piazza, speaking at the news conference
outside the courthouse, thanked Barron for
his “unwavering support” of the hazing bill.
Under the legislation, hazing that results
in serious bodily injury or death would be
a third-degree felony, while hazing that
leads to less serious bodily injury would be
upgraded to a third-degree misdemeanor.
The legislation also would hold
organizations, such as fraternities,
responsible for hazing and would require
the groups to forfeit property used in the
offense. That could put expensive fraternity
houses on some campuses in the crosshairs
if a hazing event occurs there. It also would
require secondary schools and colleges to
adopt a written policy against hazing and
keep annual reports on offenses committed.

Prosecutor: Turner’s appeal arguments ‘all lack merit’
By Will Garbe

Dayton Daily News
DAYTON, Ohio — California’s attorney
general responded to Brock Turner’s
appeal effort in a filing made public
Monday, arguing the Ohio sex offender
was not deprived of due process during his
2016 trial.
In the 95-page court brief reviewed by
the Dayton Daily News, the state’s attorney
said Turner’s “claims of error all lack merit”
and “could not, separately or together,
infringe” on his legal rights.
Turner’s new attorney, Eric Multhaup,
filed a 172-page appeal in December
seeking to clear his client of a conviction
stemming from the January 2015 assault
of a 22-year-old woman while Turner
was a student and swimmer at Stanford
University.
The appeal argued Turner was deprived
of due process and alleged prosecutorial
misconduct, in part by the use of the word
“dumpster” in describing the location of
the assault, as reasons he should receive a
new trial. Multhaup did not respond to a
request for comment Monday.
A jury found Turner guilty on three
felony counts: assault with intent to
commit rape of an intoxicated or
unconscious person, penetration of an
intoxicated person, and penetration of an
unconscious person. Turner was sentenced
by Santa Clara County Superior Court
Judge Aaron Persky to six months in jail,
but served three months of the sentence.
The case, and Turner’s sentence, sparked
a nationwide controversy and wideranging discussions about sexual assaults
on college campuses.
The state argues there was “substantial
evidence from which a rational jury could
find appellant guilty beyond a reasonable

doubt of all three charges.”
“That evidence included testimony by
two independent eyewitnesses who saw
appellant ‘thrusting’ on top of the victim
half-naked and as she lay unresponsive on
the ground,” the state’s brief said.
Turner’s attorney argued his client “was
deprived of due process, a fair trial, and his
right to present a defense” when the judge
restricted testimony from four individuals
with Dayton-area ties: Turner’s friend, an
ex-girlfriend and two swim coaches.
Multhaup argued the court erroneously
restricted the testimony of the four “to the
trait of sexual non-aggression relevant to
his conduct at the time of the offense ... and
excluded it as to appellant’s honesty and
veracity.”
California’s response disputes Multhaup’s
claim, arguing Turner’s “reputation for
veracity among those who knew and liked
him in high school was not the primary, or
even a relevant, issue in the case.”
Multhaup also claimed prosecutors
“malevolently” used the phrase “behindthe-dumpster” to describe the location
of the incident because it implied Turner
wanted to shield the incident from view
and because “it implied moral depravity,
callousness, and culpability on the
appellant’s part ...”
The state again disputed Multhaup’s
claim, arguing Turner himself said the
encounter occurred behind a dumpster.
California Deputy Attorney General
Alisha Carlile filed the state’s brief Friday
in California’s 6th Appellate District Court.
An Oakwood native, Turner is serving
a three-year probation. He now lives
in Greene County and is a Tier III sex
offender, according to Ohio’s sex offender
registry. The designation means he is
required to register with the county every
90 days.
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Brock Turner leaves the Santa Clara County Main Jail on Sept. 2, 2016, in San Jose,
California. A recent appeal claimed Turner was deprived of due process.
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China reacts to US tariffs, firmly but methodically
By Jessica Meyers
Los Angeles Times

BEIJING, China — On Friday
announced it would impose retaliatory
import tariffs on 128 U.S. products,
goods that amount to $3 billion,
targeting staples that include California
wines, fruits and almonds.
The move follows President Donald
Trump’s decision this week to slap
tariffs on about $50 billion worth of
Chinese goods, triggering a potentially
damaging trade confrontation with
Beijing.
Chinese officials said the proposed
actions were in response to the White
House’s previous tariffs on steel and
aluminum, which took effect Friday.
But the timing, hours after Trump
made his White House announcement
to impose tariffs specifically aimed at
China, sent an unmistakable message.
The lopsided responses, China’s
Ministry of Commerce posted a
relatively staid comment on its website,
signal vastly different strategies
between the world’s two largest
economies in an escalating dispute that
has raised fears of a trade war. Trump
wants quick action and big results.
China is aiming for restrained, targeted
movements, an attempt to ward off a
full-on conflict, while also showing it
won’t cede too much ground.
“China is playing this very smartly,
doing just enough retaliation to prove

it’s serious,” said Arthur Kroeber,
managing director of Gavekal
Dragonomics, a Beijing research firm.
“It’s doing what it can to position itself
as the global good guy, with a fair
amount of success.”
China’s tariffs would first hit U.S.
products such as avocados and nuts,
with 15 percent duties. Beijing,
if officials deemed it worthwhile,
could also place 25 percent tariffs on
American-made goods such as pork
and aluminum.
Friday’s statement did not indicate
a date the tariffs would go into effect,
but noted that businesses had until
March 31 to offer opinions. It said
officials would “take legal action within
the framework of the World Trade
Organization.”
This announcement did not
mention Trump’s latest tariffs, which
follow an investigation into China’s
intellectual property practices and
its harm to American businesses.
Officials, as expected, found that
China forced U.S. companies to hand
over their trade secrets or make unfair
concessions for access to its vast
market.
But in a separate statement, Chinese
officials called Trump’s intellectualproperty investigation “typical
unilateralism and trade protectionism.”
China doesn’t want a trade war, it said,
“but is absolutely not afraid of a trade
war.”

Trump’s announcement battered
the stock markets in Asia and the
U.S., where the Dow Jones industrial
average has sunk more than 1,100
points the last two days.
Analysts struggled to immediately
understand why items such as wine,
a product from the Democratic
stronghold of California, would make
the list but not top U.S. imports such
as sorghum and soybeans. Chinese
officials last month launched an
inquiry into American sorghum
imports, and both agricultural
products come from regions more
supportive of Trump.
“We are technically in rhetorical
territory here,” said Andrew Polk,
cofounder of Trivium/China, a Beijingbased research firm. “There is a small
window to effect policy. ... They’re
going to make a little noise, but then
they’re going to let U.S. industry and
the stock market do the talking for
them.”
The White House will publish the
list of targeted goods within the next 15
days, and Chinese authorities may be
waiting until they see the breakdown
or face even heftier actions. China’s top
economic officials, a number of whom
were educated in the U.S., are known
for their savvy regarding the American
system and its electoral cycles.
“For Trump, it is easier to blame
other countries for the U.S.’ problems
and garner votes in the midterm

election, instead of taking the pain to
restructure the country’s economy,”
China Daily, a state-run English
newspaper, said Friday in an editorial.
“He cannot force China to give in,
however, because China knows the
U.S.’ demands are insatiable.”
China is one of the world’s most
protectionist countries, and American
businesses have long complained about
requirements to create joint ventures
or sacrifice proprietary information.
In addition to the U.S.-imposed tariffs,
the Treasury Department will restrict
Chinese investment in American tech
firms.
Trump’s tariffs reflect beliefs that
years of negotiations have failed,
and China now threatens its security
and success in areas like artificial
intelligence. Under President
Xi Jinping, China has sought to
strengthen its advanced industries
and global standing. Officials there
view the U.S. domination of leading
technologies as a challenge to Chinese
interests.
The U.S. is essentially demanding
that China “provide as much market
access to the U.S. as the U.S. provides to
China,” said Scott Kennedy, an expert
on China’s economic policy at the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies in Washington. “That’s a
really big list for China. Xi Jinping is a
nationalist ... and he’s not interested in
giving the U.S. or anyone else a level

Crime wave, police complicity batter central
Mexico’s Jalisco state and trigger angry protests
By Patrick J. McDonnell
Los Angeles Times

GUADALAJARA, Mexico — A surge in
gang killings, kidnappings and other crimes
is gripping central Mexico’s Jalisco state and
sparking street protests in a region famed
for some of the country’s singular cultural
emblems, from mariachi music to tequila to
Mexican-style rodeo.
And, in a disturbing but familiar scenario
in Mexico, corrupt lawmen in the service of
criminal gangs appear to be complicit in the
escalating violence.
Recent high-profile cases in Jalisco include
the disappearance of three film students,
the seizure of three Italian citizens and
the kidnapping and execution of a pair of
Mexican federal agents from an elite squad
targeting organized crime.
Police have been implicated in two of the
incidents, and prosecutors are investigating
reports that police were behind the students’
disappearance, the case that sent multitudes
of protesters into the streets here last week
and unleashed a social media campaign from
colleagues, relatives and others, including
Oscar-winning director Guillermo del Toro,
a native tapatio, as Guadalajara residents are
known.
Armed men who identified themselves
as police seized the three students on March
19 on a street in the Guadalajara suburb of
Tonala and drove off with the young men in a
pair of SUVs, according to witness accounts.
“We demand that authorities return my
son and his two companions,” Sofia Avalos,
mother of one of the students, Marco Avalos,
20, told reporters on Thursday. “We demand
that he and his two colleagues be returned
alive. (We) want them back. We need them
back. We love them.”
State authorities have launched a search for
the vanished students, and also are seeking
a fourth student who went missing the same
day in a separate incident, but have not
commented on possible police involvement
in their seizures. Officials have offered an
award of 1 million pesos, about $55,000, for
information on the whereabouts of the four
students.
Lawmakers have hastened to provide
reassurance to edgy Jalisco residents, while
pointedly offering no guarantees that the
wave of violence will end anytime soon.
“Difficult days are coming, I won’t lie
to you,” Jalisco Gov. Aristoteles Sandoval
warned citizens this month, while vowing
to send more police cruisers and uniformed
officers to embattled police departments.
“The situation is critical, and there is no
indication that it is getting better.”
The governor spoke March 7, a day after
six bodies were found in an abandoned
vehicle parked not far from the center of
Guadalajara, the state capital.
Violence has long formed a significant
undercurrent of life in Jalisco, which stretches
from the Mexican interior to the Pacific
Coast and is home to about 8 million people,
mostly concentrated in the Guadalajara
metropolitan zone. Jalisco, especially the
coastal Puerto Vallarta area, also hosts a
major tourist industry and permanent
foreign population, including many U.S.
retirees and vacation homeowners. The state
is also a longtime source of immigrants to the
United States.
Guadalajara was the base of the former
cartel that notoriously kidnapped and

playing field.”
Trump likes to prove his point by
highlighting a growing trade deficit
with China, which reached a record
$375 billion last year, according to the
U.S. Commerce Department. While
the latest tariffs could hit certain
sectors, its macro impact on China’s
gross domestic product is still minimal,
said Wang Tao, head of Asia economics
at UBS investment bank in Hong
Kong.
Trump’s steel tariffs would affect
China even less, as the nation
accounts for only 2.5 percent of U.S.
steel imports as a result of existing
regulations.
But the latest moves hinted at the
start of what could become a tit-for-tat
battle that cracks global supply chains
and increases costs for consumers.
Trump’s announcement came the same
day he announced he was replacing
national security adviser H.R.
McMaster with John Bolton, a former
United Nations ambassador who
advocates a more aggressive response
to China.
“It all becomes some kind of battle
for supremacy,” said Louis Kuijs,
head of Asia economics for the global
forecasting firm Oxford Economics. “If
we take President Trump at his word,
this is not the end.”

Assad forces close
in on last rebel-held
bastion in Damascus

By Dana Khraiche and Donna Abu-Nasr
Bloomberg News
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The exterior of the house in Guadalajara, Mexico where Enrique ‘Kiki’ Camarena
was tortured in February 1985. The file image is from August 1997.
killed undercover U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration Agent Enrique “Kiki”
Camarena in 1985. Under intense pressure
from Washington at the time, Mexican
authorities moved forcefully to break up the
Guadalajara cartel, which soon split into
regional cartels that assumed drug-smuggling
routes to the booming U.S. market.
But officials call the current violent surge
the worst in recent memory.
“This is an epoch of horror,” Gov. Sandoval
acknowledged. But, he declared, the
criminals “cannot be stronger than us. They
cannot intimidate us.”
There were 247 homicides recorded in
Jalisco during the first two months of 2018,
according to official figures. That’s a jump of
almost 25 percent compared with the same
period in 2017, a year that set a record for
killings in the state and nationwide.
Human rights activists and others say
disappearances also have surged to new
highs in Jalisco, with more than 300 people
reported missing already this year.
The state is now home turf to one of
Mexico’s most brutal and fast-growing crime
syndicates: the Jalisco New Generation cartel,
an offshoot of the Sinaloa cartel once headed
by Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, now jailed in
New York after his extradition to the United
States. New Generation is among a number
of factions fighting for lucrative segments
of El Chapo’s splintered criminal domain,
resulting in periodic gangland slayings and
shootouts.
A longtime trademark of Mexican mobs
has been the practice of buying off or
intimidating cops, prosecutors and judges.
The gangs’ cash resources dwarf what officials
can earn in public salaries.
“A lot of this is about economics,” said
Darwin Franco, a journalist and academic in
Guadalajara who has followed crime in the
region. “Sometimes the local police have to
cooperate (with cartels) because their bosses
demand it.”
Also, thugs do not hesitate to kill police
officers or anyone else infringing on their
illicit trade.
Kidnappings and disappearances often
serve as a “message” directed at rivals,
authorities or the general public, Franco
noted. Cops often do the dirty work.
Throughout Mexico, police have been
implicated in the disappearances of scores of
people, many with no known link to criminal
activity.
Police in the town of Tecalitlan in southern
Jalisco have been accused in the Jan. 31

abduction of the Italians, who, according
to Italian relatives, were in Mexico selling
imported electrical equipment. Officials say
police handed the Italians over to a criminal
organization, reportedly an affiliate of the
New Generation band. The three men have
not been seen since. Their disappearance has
led to street protests in their hometown of
Naples, Italy. The motive for their abduction
remains unclear.
In Puerto Vallarta, two top municipal
police commanders were among more than
a dozen suspects arrested this month in the
kidnapping and slaying of the two elite squad
agents. Their slayings were clearly meant as
warning from the New Generation cartel to
authorities, observers say.
The remains of the agents turned up in the
neighboring Pacific Coast state of Nayarit
days after the two captive agents appeared in
a chilling, jihadi-style internet video making
a clearly coerced anti-police declaration
against an Islamic State-like backdrop of
masked gunmen toting assault rifles.
Things have gotten so out of hand
in the sprawling Guadalajara suburb of
Tlaquepaque, home to about 700,000,
that state and federal authorities assumed
security duties this month, while more
than 800 police officers were subjected to
security checks. Most were later reinstated,
but authorities say about 75 remained under
investigation and off the streets.
The security takeover came after seven
patrons were gunned down in a seafood
restaurant in Tlaquepaque in an apparent
gangland hit, part of an uptick in killings and
other crime in the district.
The escalating violence in Jalisco
comes against a panorama of rising crime
nationwide that is a contentious issue in the
ongoing presidential election campaign.
Last year, Mexico recorded more than
25,000 homicides, an almost 25 percent jump
from 2016 and the highest annual number
since officials began tracking such data two
decades ago.
In Mexico, cleaning up police corruption
is a perennial political campaign promise,
inevitably unfulfilled.
The government’s inability to rein in
criminality has been a knock against
the administration of President Enrique
Pena Nieto and his ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party. While Pena Nieto
cannot seek re-election, polls show the ruling
party standard-bearer running well behind in
the presidential election scheduled for July 1.

BEIRUT — Forces loyal to Syrian President Bashar
Assad closed in on the last rebel bastion in a Damascus
suburb where hundreds have died in a convulsion of
bloodletting, cementing his victory in the seven-year
civil war.
Tens of thousands of civilians and fighters left battered
Eastern Ghouta, where some streets have been bombed
to the ground, after all but one of its main rebel groups
reached agreements with Russia to withdraw, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said. Their destination,
the northwestern city of Idlib, is also home to other
mainly Islamist rebels who reached similar deals with
the government after enduring months or years of siege.
The Syrian government, backed by Russia, began an
aerial offensive against Eastern Ghouta in February,
targeting an area that had been the source of almost
daily, and sometimes deadly, shelling on Damascus. At
least 1,600 civilians have died in the carnage, and 5,000
more have been wounded, according to the U.K.-based
observatory, which gathers information from a network
of activists on the ground. Some in the area of about
400,000 people have sought sanctuary in underground
hideouts, and food has been scarce since government
forces wrested control of tunnels used to smuggle
suppliwes.
Securing the suburb would add to the gains the
government has accumulated since Russia’s military
intervened in 2015 in support of Assad. Government
forces now control all of Syria’s major urban centers, and
about 60 percent of territory. Should rebels lose their
grip on Douma, their last stronghold in Eastern Ghouta,
the opposition would be left with most of Idlib, Daraa
and some parts of the northern suburbs of Homs.
The victory would be the most significant for Assad
since the Syrian army fully recaptured Deir Ezzor, 280
miles (450 kilometers) northeast of Damascus, from
Islamic State in November, driving it from its last major
Syrian foothold after three years.
The fall of Eastern Ghouta is inevitable and will
return some level of normalcy to Damascus, allowing
business activity to pick up and reconstruction to begin,
said Ayham Kamel, head of Middle East and North
Africa research at Eurasia Group. Then, “the regime
will leverage the win to reinforce its narrative that
government forces have momentum and most definitely
neglect that large parts of the country are under de facto
Turkish or American control,” he said.
In northwest Syria, Turkish troops are seizing territory
from U.S.-backed Kurdish forces who were instrumental
in expelling Islamic State from the country, seeing them
as extensions of Kurdish separatist militants it’s been
fighting for more than three decades. Turkey has said it
will return land taken from Kurds to the control of locals
out of respect for Syria’s territorial integrity.
Kamel predicted that military operations will
eventually stretch to Daraa in the south, where
opposition fighters control about half the province, to
create a swath of undivided territory controlled by the
government stretching to Aleppo in the north.
“Assad is most definitely attempting to reestablish the
old foundations of the Syrian state in the territories he
holds,” Kamel said.
This is not the first time that Ghouta, which has been
under siege for five years, has captured world attention.
It was there, back in August 2013, that an estimated
1,400 people died in a notorious chemical attack that
changed the calculus of the war by making Russia a
major player.
The U.S. blamed the attack on government forces but
fell short of entering the war as it had vowed to do in the
event of chemical warfare. Syria denied the allegations,
blaming Islamic radicals, and agreed to surrender its
chemical weapons under a Russian-brokered deal that
critics say it did not fully honor.
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New York Excelsior took the Overwatch League
Stage 2 finals, but not without a fight from fanfavorite underdogs, Philadelphia Fusion, a team that
by all accounts shouldn’t have been in the finals, or so
predictions said.
Initially expected to be a revenge-filled finale to
Stage 2, the Overwatch League finals saw a different
shade of orange taking on Excelsior, the clear leaders
this time around. A tense semifinal showdown between
Atlantic League favorites London Spitfire and Fusion had
Philadelphia shutting out any hopes the Spitfire had on
reclaiming their spot on the throne once more.
Fusion, taking the finals stage only an hour after their
3-2 win against Spitfire, came out of the gates with an
energy and cohesion that had been unseen from them
thus far. Their new starting lineup — including EQO
over Shadowburn for DPS — had a solid rhythm to them,
showcasing great amounts of teamwork despite being
made up of players who, collectively, speak 9 different
languages. Excelsior, according to post-game interviews,
had been thrown off by the pace of their dive-game on
the first few matches — tipping the scales ever in Fusion’s
favor. They eventually got back into their own rhythm,
relying on the sniping prowess of Libero, to take back a
win on Volskaya.

From there, New York exhibited the push they needed
to reverse-sweep Fusion, resulting in a 3-2 final score
and a last win on Gibraltar. The win is a telling comeback
for the team, who had themselves been reverse swept by
London in the stage 1 finals.
While Excelsior walks away from this stage with
confidence and $100,000, Fusion’s performance has shown
that these teams are going to keep growing as the League
does — setting it up for what could be some of the most
exciting matches yet in the next stage.
This series of matches, broadcast over the weekend,
not only saw impressive showings of skill from all three
teams involved, but also the highest peak viewership
since the opening week of the League in December. Over
200K viewers streamed the matches or watched from the
dedicated Overwatch League App.
Stage 3 of the Overwatch League begins April 4 at 7 p.m.
EST with a match between the 0-20 Shanghai Dragons and
Dallas Fuel. Stay tuned to Match Point, Spectator Arcade’s
dedicated Overwatch League series for more updates and
recaps as the inaugural season continues throughout the
year.
Britton Rozzelle
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

