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2nd Amendment:
Inside the most
heated topic of 2018
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

Lecture room 107A in Compton Hall was filled to capacity
and buzzing with conversation last week, stuffed with
Edinboro University students, faculty and members of the
community who came to view and engage with a panel on
Second Amendment rights.
The panelists — Dr. James Fisher of the political science
department, Dr. Joe Conti of the criminal justice department
and former district attorney of Erie County, and Dr. Adrienne
Dixon-McCullum of the counseling department, who
specializes in school psychology — each used their allotted
10 minutes to reflect on the recent debate about Second
Amendment rights in terms of the cultural implications of
gun violence and gun reform, arming teachers and what it
truly means to have the right to bear arms. Dr. Jerra Jenrette
hosted the event, keeping time for the speakers. Jenrette
introduced Fisher to present first and the room quieted.
The Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution reads,
“A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of
a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms,
shall not be infringed.” Framed to ensure states could defend
themselves in case the federal government encroached upon
their sovereignty, the phrasing of the amendment regulates
weaponry to state militias, not necessarily individuals,
as Fisher put it. Still, in some American sub-cultures, he
explained, guns are an integral part of citizens’ lives. A young
woman in the Q&A later on would demonstrate this idea,
talking of her classmates bringing hunting rifles to school
without incident.
The Supreme Court expanded upon the Second
Amendment a decade ago, allotting individual citizens the
right to bear arms, specifically handguns, “unconnected
to militia service” and allowed citizens to use them for
“traditionally lawful services.” Fisher asserted there are
underlying principles at work in the amendment; it is
essentially a “right to revolution,” and that an individual’s
right to arms is especially powerful in their home.
Because the right to individually bear arms is undeniable,
banning all guns would be unconstitutional, explained Fisher.
Still, the Heller decision allows for a wide range of
regulations, including banning weaponry from sensitive
locations like schools, banning concealed carrying of weapons
outside of the home, regulations for licensing, and Fisher
stated that the court “implies strongly that it would allow for

See Second, A3
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PASSHE Interim Chancellor Karen Whitney and Acting President Dr. Michael Hannan met to discuss the future of ‘Boro.

EU Acting President and PASSHE
Interim Chancellor discuss admin
changes, university’s path forward
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor

In a closed meeting with local news organizations on
Monday morning, Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education (PASSHE) Interim Chancellor Karen Whitney and
Edinboro University Acting President Dr. Michael Hannan
answered various questions about the university’s path
forward. The meeting came in wake of former university
president Dr. H. Fred Walker’s recent resignation.
In regard to that resignation, effective last Friday, Whitney
simply said, “I respect Dr. Walker’s decision, [and] we are
now moving forward under Dr. Hannan’s capable leadership.”
Remaining in her opening statement, she continued:
“Edinboro is an outstanding university comprised of very
dedicated faculty and staff, very loyal and hardworking
students and incredible alumni. They have been in business
for over 160 years, [and] they’re going to be here for at least
another 160 years.”
Whitney noted that in the student and faculty meetings she
and Hannan held earlier in the morning, “there’s been some
great discussions.”
“Edinboro students love their university,” she said. “There’s
loyalty, enthusiasm, [and] a commitment to working with Dr.

Hannan that’s obvious to me. They’re fired up to finish this
semester and to work with him going into next year.”
When asked about how stability in university leadership,
especially the presidential seat, is important, Hannan
emphasized that “there are many people like me who have
been at the university for many years.”
He continued, “I’m proud to be in this position — but
again — there are many like me who work day in and day
out to provide a high quality education for our students, and
that’s going to continue.”
Whitney mentioned the national average for presidential
tenures at universities similar to Edinboro is 6.5 years.
“Some tenures have been longer than 6.5 and some have
been shorter,” she said. “Yeah, it’s a good thing to have a
president who is able to get to know the community to
lead it, so I won’t say that it’s not important — but it’s not a
requirement.”
Whitney, when asked when the state system will begin its
search for a permanent president, believed the university
should take time to “breathe” and “reflect.”

See Meeting, A2

Women’s empowerment panel: Local leaders bring advice to business students
By Hannah McDonald
News Editor

Thursday night, Pogue
Student Center hosted
two events to complete the
celebrations of Women’s
History Month, one of
which was the Women’s
Empowerment Panel.
The newest installment of
this annual panel hosted a
brand new group of women
from the local area who were
leaders in their businesses,
organizations and community.
Put on by the school of
business, the panel took place
in the Pogue theater at 6 p.m.,
in front of a nearly full house
of students — both under
graduate and graduate —
faculty, staff and alumni.
The four local women
invited to speak – Debra S.
Hayes, Shannon Hokaj, Joy
Fronzoli Knapp and Hannah
Kirby – worked in businesses
Contributed Photo

(Left to right) Joy Fronzoli Knapp, Hannah Kirby, Dr. Jingze Jiang, Dr. Shuang Feng and Debra S. Hayes.
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The Arts
New Loveland
gallery exhibit
Loveland hosts new
gallery by graduate
student Benjamin
Frederick, A4.

and non-profit organizations
in and around the Erie area.
Led by Dr. Jingze Jiang and Dr.
Shuang Feng of the business
department, the panelists
offered insight into their
experiences as leaders, women
and entrepreneurs through a
series of nine questions.
Those nine questions were
focused on three highlighted
areas, according to the event
description: challenges and
opportunities for female
entrepreneurs and leaders,
strategies for starting and
managing a woman-led
business or organization,
the risk taking for female
entrepreneurs and leaders, and
mentoring and networking.
Through this, a discussion
into these women’s lives was
opened to the students.
Hayes was the first woman
introduced. She has been
working in the financial sector
since she “was very young,”

See Women, A2
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The members of Lambda Chi Alpha pose with their signage on the corner.

Greek life organization pairs with
Feeding America to raise money
By Hannah McDonald
News Editor

From 4 p.m. on March 22 to 4 p.m. on March 24, members of the Lambda Chi Alpha Greek
fraternity hosted a food drive in partnership with Feeding America on the corner of East Normal
and Meadville streets. The participants stayed on the corner for 48 hours taking collections of
money and non-perishable food items. They collected a total of $2,757 for the food pantry.
Hannah McDonald
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Women
From A1
Hayes explained.
The panel moderator, Jiang, went on to
explain that, “Hayes is currently the assistant
vice president and client advisor for PNC
Wealth Management,” and works doing
investment management, retirement planning
and investment brokerage services, among
other things.
Kirby sat to Hayes’ left on the panel table.
Kirby began her career in engineering. After
just about a decade of this, Kirby decided
she didn’t just want to be involved in her
community, but engage the community as well.
“What I realized was that I needed
community engagement,” Kirby said,
going on to explain the difference between
community engagement and community
involvement. Involvement is participating in
activities, volunteer work and other programs.
Engagement is being the force that initiates
these activities and brings people of the
community together, so they can then be
involved.
“What better a way to engage the community
than serving coffee? Everyone loves coffee,”
Kirby said. “So that was really kind of — that
was the switch for me,” Kirby continued.
Kirby decided to open Ember + Forge, a
coffee shop on State Street in Erie, Pennsylvania
three months ago.
While Kirby is bringing in business to build
community and Hayes is managing individual’s
personal economies, Knapp is working to
strengthen an economy most of us interact with
daily but unknowingly.
Knapp “is the co-chair of the Northwest
Pennsylvania Green Economy Task Force,”

Jiang said. “NWPAGE (pronounced new page)
is a collaborative network of resources and
partnerships committed to promoting the
development of the regional green economy.”
This field of work mixes green technology
and eco-friendly initiatives that not only benefit
the environment, but also businesses.
The fourth panelist, Hokaj, the owner of
Earth Shine in downtown Edinboro, could not
be in attendance due to a family illness, but
was still able to share her experiences with the
audience due to a pre-event interview with the
panel organizers.
The majority of students in the audience
were business students. One, Lindsey Baker,
was coming to the panel for the second time in
her college career.
“I am a business administration major
with a concentration in marketing. I went to
the women’s panel last year due to it being an
extra credit opportunity for one of my classes,
and I went again this year for a reason beyond
that,” Baker said. “I went to the panel again
this year, because I found the panel to be a
knowledgeable experience of hearing what it’s
like in the outside world to run, or work, in a
business from people who have had on-hand
experience.”
“What stuck out to me at the panel was
the discussion of passion.” Baker continued:
“They’ve always known what they wanted to
do, and that, no matter how long or hard the
road was, that they were too passionate to give
up their dream. I found that to be inspiring,
because passion was the sole purpose of their
success, and that they did whatever they had to
do to get there.”
Hannah McDonald
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Former Edinboro University President Foster Diebold died in Miami, Florida on April 1.

Former Edinboro President
Diebold dies at age 85
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor

Fourteenth president of Edinboro
University Foster Diebold died in Miami,
Florida on April 1 following a week-long
illness. Diebold, 85, was president from
1979-1996.
During his tenure, Diebold led a capital
campaign – a fundraising campaign
targeted at a specific cause and runs for a
set amount of time – for Edinboro, the first
in the Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education, according to a university email
sent out to students and employees.
Diebold was originally an English teacher
in New Jersey, then eventually became an
administrator at Kean University (then
Newark State University). After serving as
the dean of students, Diebold was a member
of the Board of Regents at the University of

Alaska, eventually becoming president of
the university.
He came to what was then Edinboro State
College in 1979, where he served the second
longest tenure in university history.
According to GoErie, Diebold is credited
with increasing the university’s enrollment,
upgrading buildings on campus, establishing
academic relationships with universities
in China and Pakistan, and initiating a
commitment to students with disabilities.
In 1996, as he began retirement, the Old
College Union building was renamed the
Diebold Center for Performing Arts.
His wife, Patricia, served as director of the
Miller Research and Learning Center for the
university.
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Meeting
From A1
“Let me be clear: we are taking things one
step at a time,” she said. “We are breathing,
we’re listening, we’re learning, we’re taking
stock and the overriding interest here is
strong, stable, executive leadership for
Edinboro University.”
Whitney continued: “This community
needs to heal and reconcile and talk to each
other, and that’s what I’m encouraging today.
From that, we’ll emerge [with] a sense of
confidence and interest in going forward
with any type of search.”
One reporter asked how Hannan’s
style of leadership differs from Walker’s.
Hannan said he looks for collaboration with
individuals, “from the student level all the
way up through the department faculty,
department chairs, vice presidents, [among
others].”
“I think that transparency is a word that
is frequently used, and I believe when it is
implemented genuinely, that transparency
is very important,” Hannan explained. “I
don’t really believe in making decisions that
aren’t defensible, and so I am open to input.
I’m open to fully explaining the decisions
that I made to any constituent group so
that they understand that the reason for
those decisions is for the betterment of
the institution and not just for personal
decisions on my part.”
For those curious of Hannan’s eligibility
regarding the eventual permanent

presidency, according to Whitney, the state
system rules are that the interim president
cannot apply for the permanent position.
She also noted the tenure of the acting
president (which Hannan currently is, he
is not interim at this time) typically lasts
between six and eight weeks. Whitney later
said in an interview with GoErie.com that
she will likely change Hannan’s title from
“acting” to “interim” later this week when
the university Council of Trustees meets.
According to PASSHE policy, if a search
committee is formed, it would be comprised
of: three members of the council of trustees,
one executive from the university, two
faculty members (one in an alternate role),
two non-instructional individuals (one
in an alternate role), one student, one
alumna/alumnus, up to three others within
the university, and one current or former
president or chancellor from a comparable
university. They are then charged with
finding a new president through the help of
a consulting firm.
“Our focus is really on what we do best
and that is in teaching our students and
providing great learning opportunities
for them so we can finish this semester
in as positive a way as possible,” Hannan
concluded.
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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PSB and Edinboro University come together for Cold War panel
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Women’s History Month continued with a presentation on the
women of the Cold War era on March 22 in Compton Hall. The
event began at 5:30 p.m. and was hosted by members of the Penn
State Behrend and Edinboro academic communities.
Panelists Karrie Bowen, Edinboro alumna and current Penn
State Behrend professor, and Ariel Phillips, Edinboro graduate
student, talked about women during the Cold War era who
interested them.
Phillips started off the night with a talk on black lesbian
feminists. The women she picked were black nationalists,
communists and Marxists and were chosen because they dealt
with intersectionality in the feminist world.
“Basically, what we are looking at is how these -isms attract
people that are in groups that are marginalized and being
oppressed and why these ideas of equality are so entertaining and
so encompassing to people that are looking for them,” Phillips said.
She looked at the second and third wave of feminism, the
1960s-90s, and observed how these women show intersectionality
in age, race, sexuality and feminism.
Barbara Smith was the first woman on the list. She was a
founding member of the National Black Feminist organization
in 1973 and was also involved with forming the Kumbee River
Collective, which focused on the black lesbian agenda. She was a
lifelong activist and author.
Alice Walker, author of “The Color Purple,” was next on the list.
Walker is credited with starting the term “womanist,” which was
used because she did not like the term feminist as the movement
typically failed to include the black and lesbian issues.
Angela Davis, who was discussed, eventually found her way
to the Black Panthers. She ended up in jail, when her name was
attached to guns involved in a murder and was interviewed from
jail for a documentary called “The Black Power Mixtape 1967-75”
in which Swedish journalists interviewed members of the black
power movement. She talked about how violence is not started
from one end, but from both sides. She currently is a professor and
does lecture tours.
Bowen presented on Jim Jones and Jonestown, the town run
almost primarily by Jim Jones and his wife. Bowen talked about the
history of The Peoples Temple, which was rooted in socialism and
mostly made up of African American people. She also talked about
how Jones was afraid of nuclear war and communism, yet ran a
socialist church.
Bowen focused on the power that women held in this
organization. Jones’ wife Marceline was forced to stay by death
threats as Jones knew the power she held over the group. Her
leaving would have fractured the group.
Jones’ concubines played an important role in planning the
murder/suicide. Carolyn Layton came up with the idea to kill the
children first and a few of his other concubines killed the children.
There was a group of women in Jonestown that did anything
Jones asked because they believed in the cause.
These women were women who spied for him. They also made
sure they killed themselves and their families, while one miles
away murdered her children and then herself, and the other made
sure her husband killed himself when he was doubting what Jones
was preaching, when Jones demanded all his followers killed
themselves in a mass murder-suicide.
The only question asked wondered why Jones breaking up
families was acceptable when the organization had a strong
Christian foundation. The answer was he knew the people of his
church had poor ideas of a family unit and by breaking it down
even further, he gained more power. He also made sure that people
knew this was for his idea of the greater good.
Photos: Erica Burkholder

Professor Karrie Bowen (top) and Ariel Phillips (bottom) present on women of the Cold War in Compton Hall 107A.

Second
From A1
the banning of the possession of dangerous
or unusual weapons,” defined by the court
as “guns that were not in common use.” It
stands to reason then, that nontraditional
semi-automatic weapons and accessories
(for example, bump stocks) are not protected
from banning by the Second Amendment.
In Fisher’s view, repeal of the amendment
is unnecessary, as the Heller decision leaves
room for reformation of gun legislation. On
the matter of school shootings, Fisher said
such situations are unfortunate “lightning
strikes” that get the public’s attention, yet
distract from the overall “weather pattern”
that is gun violence in America.
Former prosecutor, district attorney, and
civil litigation attorney Conti approached gun
violence from the position of the lightning
strike and how to prevent it. Many have called
for legislation that will allow teachers to
carry guns in schools to protect themselves
and students in an active shooter situation.
Conti argued that doing so would be a civil
liability nightmare. “Arming teachers and
school personnel,” explained Conti, “should
be understood in two ways; one is that you’ll
actually allow them to carry firearms in the
classroom.”
“The second scenario is you don’t have
them carry firearms in the classroom, but
you give them access to it.” Both scenarios,
as Conti explained, leave the school district
implementing the policy open to civil
liability charges should a teacher or child be
accidentally injured. Conti brought up the
recent accidental firing of a gun during a
safety class inside a California school where
one child was injured.
Because arming teachers could feasibly
create danger, doing so violates state-created
danger doctrine under the Federal Civil
Rights Act and would make the district in
question liable for anything that goes amiss
with the firearms, he noted. The so-called
danger doctrine was created by the Supreme
Court to determine what circumstances
allowed for the limiting of First Amendment
rights.

According to Conti, a state can allow
a district to implement armed teachers,
but the district would have to insure itself,
which would be costly. On top of the price
of training the teachers sufficiently, which
could cost anywhere from $350 per person
to thousands of dollars per individual, the
price of the guns would have to be added.
During the Q&A, an audience member said
he’d be willing to pay the necessary taxes
to arm teachers, and one man asserted he
knew teachers willing to bear arms. Another
commenter though, a teacher herself, said the
thought of her colleagues having gun access
would make her uncomfortable; it’s just not in
the job description, she explained.
Fisher urged the audience to consider
the psychological impact of teaching kids
in a weapon-rich environment. Such a
militant approach, he asserted, may have the
paradoxical effect of students feeling they
need to be surrounded by guns to be safe
from guns.
McCullum’s 10 minutes focused on the
impact of gun violence, particularly school
shootings, on students and communities
nationwide. In her view, the mental health
of Americans should be at the forefront, not
gun regulation. She described the impact
of violence as a “ripple effect” that causes
changes in productivity in the workforce
and education settings, as well as increased
diagnosis of people of all ages because of
the stress and trauma. “Trauma,” McCullum
stated, has the power to “change brain
imaging.” She also said, “the American
Psychological Association indicated that this
is a major medical threat.” Loss of communal
feeling, the extent of mental health services
and accessibility, and sense of safety of U.S.
citizens must be assessed to decide how to
manage legislation, according to McCullum.
“We need to take a strong look at those ripples
and decide if we’re willing to pay the cost that
way,” she said.
The discussion wrapped up with praise
from Conti to the audience for having a levelheaded discussion about a topic that many
have strong opinions about.
Zeila Hobson
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Erica Burkholder
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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‘Up the Staircase Daily’ thesis exhibit on display in Bates

“Having a young family, I am very conscious of our routines. There is a lot of repetition and effort
involved to get every member ready and to accomplish tasks that need to be done. My art practice
reflects this reliance on routines. The images I use are from moments that I notice throughout my
day. They include spaces in my home, my wife and kids, when we go on walks, when my kids are
playing or getting ready for bed. The themes in my work arise from intuitive responses to this active
looking.”

— Benjamin Frederick, Artist Statement

Photos: Livia Homerski

‘Up the Staircase Daily’ is Benjamin Frederick’s exhibit for his master’s thesis show.

Art student spotlight: the value of an art education as told by Jericho Barkley
By Livia Homerski
Arts Editor

There is a pile of clay
spinning on the wheel as
Jericho Barkley, a third-year
art education student, begins
smoothing it into a stout pot.
Barkley is specializing in
ceramics for his Bachelor of
Fine Arts and is also aiming
to achieve a Bachelor of
Science in art education.
Barkley was always
interested in art throughout
high school, but did not
realize it was something he
wanted to pursue until he

was already enrolled at a
Penn State branch campus
for general engineering.
He stated that a sculpture
professor he had at Penn
State was very influential and
Barkley soon realized what he
really wanted to do.
“It’s weird, you go to a
Penn State branch and see

all these kids hustling about,
doing stuff that they don’t
really seem to enjoy. So I
thought about it for a while
and decided that hey, maybe
I shouldn’t go to school just
to make money for the rest of
my life. I should enjoy what
I do, and I’ve always enjoyed
making art,” he said.
Barkley was brought
to Edinboro by both the
affordability and reputation
of the art programs.
Ceramics was the first
studio class he took, finding
that he excelled in it quickly.
“Also the art education

degree [was a reason]. Not
a lot of schools, especially
where I’m from — near
Pittsburgh — have that art
education degree or a school
of education as notable as
Edinboro’s. It’s also a bit
closer to home than where I
was at.”
Barkley is studying to be
a future art educator and
shared that a major positive
of creating is that it can be
an activity to relieve stress as
well as an interesting trade.
“There’s something that
the arts offers that not
any other major can offer.
Everyone talks about the
arts as something they can
use to relieve stress or [use
to] take a break from their
other classes. People have
made a living off of being
artists forever, maybe even
longer than people who have

made a living off of being
businessmen, because art is
as old as time. I definitely
think it has an importance
that is being missed in
today’s society,” explained
Barkley.
He is a member of the
university’s print and clay
clubs. He also presented
work in Print Club’s exhibit,
titled “Print Bodies,” earlier
this month.
When asked what inspires
his work, Barkley said: “Since
a lot of the work I do is with
functional pottery, it’s the
relationship we share with
artwork or what we define as
an artwork.” His motivation
behind the work is not only
a development of a practical
skill or trade, but also helps
him to push himself to be
the best artist he can be in as
many forms as he can.

Contributed Photos

Barkley’s pottery combines functionality and
experimentation.

“Especially because when I
teach, I want to not only show
the students my skill, but also
help them better themselves.
Understanding a topic is
crucial to being able to teach
it,” he explained.
By the time Barkley looks
up, the lump of clay that was
thrown on the wheel has
become a tall vase. Barkley
dips his sponge in the bucket
of slip and shapes the vessel
into something with curves
and a funneling top.
As for the way creating
art makes Barkley feel, he
answered, “excited.”
Continuing, he explained:
“Art, in general, has been
one of the only things that
really appeals to me because
it is constantly changing. You
could argue that engineering
or business is constantly
changing, but one thing that
I love about art is that it’s
always going in a different
direction. From year to year,
that potential for change is
really awesome and keeps it
from puttering out.”
Livia Homerski
ae.spectator@gmail.com
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Jukebox the Ghost

Czarface/MF Doom

Kacey Musgraves

“Off to the Races”

“Czarface Meets Metal Face”

“Golden Hour”

“Off to the Races” may be the most bland,
uninspired pop album released in years, most
definitely in 2018 so far — full of lackluster lyrics
and even less creative instrumentals. Out of all 10
songs on this album, there’s only one I know I’ll
listen to again.

While it succeeds in building interesting beats out of
comic book TV show samples and intriguing bass
lines, the album lacks a villainous punch with the
mundane and all too similar vocal styles.

The pop overtones lead Musgraves out of the trailer
park, while instruments such as acoustic and slide
guitar, coupled with her signature twang, point her
arrow into a brighter, lovelier world on “Golden Hour.”

Standout tracks: “Meddle with Metal,”
“Phantoms” & “Bomb Thrown.”

Standout tracks: “Slowburn,”
“Space Cowboy” & “Golden Hour.”

Standout track: “Jumpstarted.”

The Spectator presents:
If you will be graduating this spring,
Our favorite Alt Press issues
YOU CAN’T MISS THIS!
Editor-in-chief of Alternative Press magazine, Jason Pettigrew, and music journalist D.X. Ferris
will be the keynote speakers at Edinboro High School Journalism Day on Thursday. Here, local
high school journalists are honored for their accomplishments.
As many members of The Spectator take an interest in music and entertainment news, it is no
surprise that they grew up with the popular music magazine. We reminisced about some of our
first experiences with the magazine and our favorite issues.

“My most vivid memory is the yearly ‘Most
Anticipated’ issues, where I’d discover a whole slew
of bands. Manchester Orchestra, Steel Train, so
many others have stayed with me throughout the
years and were discovered there. The pre-web thrill
of not knowing the cover artist was great.”

— Chris Lantinen, Production Manager
Favorite Issue: 234, January 2008

“The first time I’d ever heard of Alt Press was
when I found a magazine somewhere in our house
in like 2002 with Rob Zombie and Sheri Moon
Zombie on the cover. Today, I’m on their website
and Twitter often to keep up with music news.”

— Dakota Palmer, Executive Editor
Favorite Issue: 128, March 1999

“I used to read Alt Press a lot as a young child
and pick up their latest issues at the local record
store. Circa Survive was from my area and
popular, so this magazine was a way for me to stay
informed about music before I was Internet savvy.”

— Britton Rozzelle, Staff Writer
Favorite Issue: 263, June 2010

GRADUATION

FAIR
WHEN?
TUESDAY, APRIL 10 AND WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11
NOON - 6 P.M.
WHERE?
FRANK G. POGUE STUDENT CENTER
• Undergraduate Students: Tape your 10-second self
introduction - no appointment needed.
• Pick up Commencement tickets (required for
undergraduate ceremony only).
• Speak with Financial Aid staff regarding your
mandatory online exit interview

“I read Alternative Press more when I was
younger, but I usually pick up a copy when I see
a band that I have nostalgic ties to, like Panic! At
The Disco or Fall Out Boy.”

— Roman Sabella, Voices Editor
Favorite Issue: 283, May 2008

• Purchase your cap and gown at a discount, these
two days only - NOTE: Hood for Master’s students
not included in discount.
• Purchase class rings, pre-order commencement
DVDs, have professional photos taken, receive
materials to help you prepare your resume and
much more!
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Snoop Dogg releases Gospel
compilation ‘Bible of Love’
By Gerrick D. Kennedy
Los Angeles Times

Photo: Tribune News Service

R&B singer John Legend played Jesus Christ in the live production Sunday night.

‘Jesus Christ Superstar Live’ is a surprising hit
By Lorraine Ali
Los Angeles Times

The pop star raised his hands, striking a
messianic pose from the stage as the adoring
crowd strained to touch the edges of his
flowing robe. A savior greeting his disciples.
Singer John Legend didn’t have the
presence of a theater performer, but he
did know how to command a venue full of
fans, which is exactly what NBC’s “Jesus
Christ Superstar Live in Concert” called for
Sunday night. Legend (Jesus), pop croonerturned-Broadway star Sara Bareilles (Mary
Magdalene), veteran rocker Alice Cooper
(King Herod) and “Hamilton’s” Brandon
Victor Dixon (Judas) artfully walked the line
between Broadway musical, pop concert and
contemporary TV drama during a two-hourplus production broadcast live from a theater
space in Brooklyn, N.Y. Black leather jackets
and motorcycle boots took the place of bell
bottoms and bare feet in the live television
adaptation of Andrew Lloyd Webber and
Tim Rice’s long-haired 1971 Broadway
musical chronicling Christ’s last days.
Ben Daniels (Pontius Pilate), Norm Lewis
(Caiaphas) and Jin Ha (Annas) were also
among those tasked with taking a beloved
musical, born in the theater far from the
momentum-killing effects of ad breaks
and remote-wielding audiences, and not
ruining it for the small screen, where the
commercials arrived in biblical proportions.
The show, which was broadcast live on
the East Coast from the Marcy Armory in
Williamsburg and taped for the West Coast
airing, was blocked and choreographed like a
theater production, where all the action takes
place on one stage. But it was also like a pop
concert, with a live audience reacting with
claps and cheers.
It featured 40-plus cast members, a
large onstage orchestra and an interactive
audience, which was shown and addressed
throughout the production. “Hello
Jerusalem, I am your king!” said Cooper as a
he greeted the cheering crowd in the theater.
Like other cast members, he was clad in
contemporary garb, which in Harod’s case
was a shiny, three-piece orange suit. He was
also flanked by women dressed like Vegas
showgirls. Weird? Yes, but also perfect in
a campy, dramatic and evil “Billion Dollar
Babies” kind of way. Cooper’s part was small
but indelible.
It was Legend, Bareilles and Dixon who
carried most of the production. Lending
their pristine voices to the key Jesus and
Mary Magdalene numbers so many of us
remember being slaughtered in our high
school productions of the play were Legend
and Bareilles, whose names are more akin

with the pop charts than the theater (though
Bareilles just finished a Broadway run as the
star of “Waitress,” the musical for which she
wrote the Tony-nominated original score).
The two singers weren’t as animated as the
multiple dancers and performers who shared
the stage, but they brought the songs to life
for a modern audience without forsaking
the original charm of the numbers. Their
melodious deliveries were complimented by
the gruffer voice and more theatrical likes
of Dixon. As Judas, Dixon led spectacular
numbers such as “Superstar” that required
athleticism and some seriously soulful
belting. He nailed it on both counts.
The show was shot on one set, which was
spare compared with other similar television
renditions of musicals that utilized multiple
locations and lavish costumery. “Jesus
Christ Superstar Live” took place in front of
exposed scaffolding and on a largely clutterfree stage, allowing for big dance numbers
and plenty of widespread, choreographed
action. Props were few the occasional fire pit,
a crucifixion cross made of metal piping.
Other modern flourishes included a cast
who looked as if they were pulled out of a
“Rent” revival tattoos, piercings and funky
hairdos and moments on stage when the
actors turned into a media mob and took
cellphone video of Jesus being abused.
The Easter Sunday show, produced by
Neil Meron and Craig Zadan (the Oscars,
several more live musicals mentioned
below), was the latest in a string of other
live NBC musical productions that have
managed to resurrect the idea of a true TV
event. The trend started with 2013’s “The
Sound of Music Live,” and NBC has since
tackled “Peter Pan Live,” “The Whiz Live”
and “Hairspray Live.” Fox got in on the act
with 2016’s “Grease: Live,” “The Passion” as
presented by Tyler Perry (with some filmed
segments) and “A Christmas Story Live” last
year.
The ads during NBC’s “Jesus Christ
Superstar Live” dovetailed with the
production. The Christian-themed film
“God’s Not Dead: A Light in the Darkness”
was advertised alongside a Microsoft ad in
which rapper Common stood on stage like
a preacher selling the tech giant’s wares. It
stands to reason that audiences who tuned
in on Easter to see the musical might like
the faith-based film, while those who love
Legend might respond to an ad featuring his
“Selma” songwriting partner.
The show was a collision of religion and
theater and pop culture that could have been
one holy mess. But by the grace of God, or
maybe a great cast and lots and lots of expert
staging, a great musical became a great TV
production.

A stream of tears cascades down Snoop
Dogg’s face. He takes a moment to exhale before
continuing playback of his latest album, “Bible
of Love.”
It’s the first time he’s previewing the projecta 32-track compilation of gospel records that
arrived earlier this month and after a few songs
he’s overcome with emotion.
“A lot of times, you see me performing for
thousands of people, filling their hearts with love
and joy, not knowing that I’m going through
so much pain,” he says on a spoken-word track
midway through the record.
A stunning admission from a man who
helped create the blueprint for gangsta rap. But
if you think Snoop D-O Double G is ditching
street edge for vulnerability, the blue ball cap he’s
wearing inscribed with “Make America Crip
Again” says otherwise.
And therein lie the virtuosity and complexity
of the artist born Cordozar Calvin Broadus Jr., a
performer who has reinvented himself perhaps
more than any other pop star.
In the quarter-century since his
groundbreaking hip-hop debut, Broadus has
built a multifaceted career that has seen him
notch an impressive array of titles like corporate
pitchman, tech mogul, TV personality, actor,
adult film auteur, cannabis investor, football
coach and DJ.
Now he’s adding gospel artist to an
unparalleled list of accomplishments that
recently include a hit cooking show with Martha
Stewart, reviving ‘70s game show “The Joker’s
Wild” and selling a stirring docu-series about his
youth football league to Netflix.
“Bible of Love,” the first release from All
the Time Entertainment, an imprint Broadus
launched to provide more opportunities for
inspirational artists, is surprising even for
Snoop.
While a collection of spiritual uplift from the
rapper behind classics such as “Gin and Juice,”
“Ain’t No Fun (If the Homies Can’t Have None),”
“Drop It Like It’s Hot” and “Sexual Eruption”
sounds like an obvious PR ploy, the album
can also be looked at as more proof of how far
Broadus has evolved.
“Musically I’ve always had references or had
gospel in my music but never able to do a whole
project because the scenario was never right.
The label wasn’t right, the timing wasn’t right,”
he says. “I wanted to do something with a great
message.
“There’s so much hate in the world right now,
I want to show love. I want people’s spirits to
be full of joy. When I listen to this record, I’m
fulfilled. I’m complete.”
IN THE COMPOUND
We are deep inside the 20,000-square-foot
fortress in Inglewood known as the Compound,
where Broadus lives and breathes the many
facets of his constantly evolving brand.
In the parking lot, which can also double as a
drive-in theater, rests a collection of classic cars
and the school bus used for transporting the kids
in his Snoop Youth Football League, now the
largest youth football organization in Southern
California (and the subject of “Coach Snoop,” his
aforementioned Netflix series).
There’s a full-size basketball court, game
room, casino, soundstage and a trio of recording
studios all of which are adorned with collectibles
from the entertainer’s storied career, portraits of
his family and tributes to his fallen rap brothers
(Tupac Shakur, Eazy-E, Nate Dogg).
On a recent afternoon the sounds of classic
soul records echoed throughout the Compound.
Broadus enters the Mothership the largest of his
recording studios and the place he spends much
of his time with every bit the genial, impish
charm that has made him so engrossing to
watch. Before sitting down for the interview, he’s
grooving to a Johnnie Taylor song from the ‘70s
that no one seems to know as well as he does.
At 46, Broadus has spent most of his life
performing. He’s had a remarkable longevity
many in hip-hop have never seen, and while
emcees his age have slowed down or turned their
attention to other endeavors, Broadus is still as
hungry as ever.
“Now that I’m in the latter stages of my career,
I’m able to pick and choose and do what I want,
as opposed to being told what to do,” he says,
crediting his connection to youths as a source of
motivation.
In just the past year he’s dropped multiple
music projects, including a surprise EP, “220,”
his 15th studio album, “Neva Left,” and “Make
America Crip Again,” which gleaned its
provoking title from President Trump’s divisive
campaign slogan and the Crips’ origins as a black
nationalist organization.
“There is a Korean proverb which says,
‘Success is not final, failure is not fatal; it is
the courage to continue that counts.’ Snoop’s
unwavering nature to be culturally genuine and
prophetically honest embodies the ideology
of the American dream,” explains Ted Chung,
Broadus’ manager of nearly 20 years.
Work began early last year on “Bible of
Love,” which Broadus originally conceived as
a trilogy release with co-executive producer
Lonny Bereal. “He gave me his heart. He felt that
comfortable with trusting me, and he’s really got
a big vision for what he wants to do,” Bereal says.
“He may have a lot going on, but his heart is

really invested in this.”
Although Broadus had mulled the idea of a
gospel record for years, the 2016 death of his
grandmother, Dorothy Tate, pushed him to get
serious about a project.
An avid gospel music fan, Tate exposed her
grandson to acts such as the Clark Sisters, Shirley
Caesar, James Cleveland, Mississippi Mass Choir
and the Williams Brothers.
“I’ve lost a lot of people in my life homeboys,
uncles, friends, family members. Losing her is
a pain that’s still there,” Broadus says, his voice
cracking with emotion. “I hear what she’s saying
... the message from up top that every sunrise is a
second chance.”
If anyone knows about second chances, it’s
Broadus someone whose visage once frightened
middle America and outraged politicians.
GLOBAL APPEAL
Born and raised in a rough part of
eastern Long Beach, he got caught up in the
gangbanging and drug peddling that surged in
the 1980s.
He’d been robbed, shot at and incarcerated
before a young and rising producer and rapper
named Dr. Dre heard Broadus’ slinking drawl
cool yet menacing and smooth as syrup on a
homemade tape. His introduction on Dre’s debut
solo single “Deep Cover” and his seminal 1993
“Doggystyle” ushered the arrival of G-funk, a
mutation of gangsta rap that favors funk samples
and bouncy beats.
Like Ice Cube, Eazy and Dre before him,
Snoop’s lyrics were lifted from the tough, violent
street life he had known and made all the more
real when his meteoric rise coincided with a
murder charge he was acquitted before he went
on to sell over 37 million records.
“At the beginning I was such the bad guy.
People told me I’d never get an endorsement
deal, or things like that,” Broadus recalls of his
controversial past. “I used to be influential for
the wrong reasons.
“I remember the 1994 American Music
Awards, ABC told Dick Clark, ‘We don’t want
him on our show because he’s a murderer,’ and
he went to bat for me. He told me to make
something of myself. I’ve never forgotten that.”
While his seminal rap hits continue to inform
generations of rappers, Broadus has worked
tirelessly to expand his reach far outside of
music.
With the help of his longtime manager
Chung, who co-founded multicultural
marketing firm Cashmere Agency and manages
Broadus under his Stampede Management
imprint, the entertainer has spent the past
decade becoming a multi-hyphenated mogul
whose appeal seemingly knows no limits. What
other rapper can market Hot Pockets, soda,
online retailer Overstock or T-Mobile without
losing any of his cachet?
“(Snoop’s) global appeal is a remarkable
narrative that drives his music, film and TV
content and permeates the pop culture and
social media landscape,” Chung says. “The
courage to stand up for his beliefs, even if it takes
time for the world to catch up, is what makes
Snoop the unique friend and individual who sets
trends and transcends.”
And his non-music success speaks for itself.
Over 1 million people are subscribed to his
YouTube channel, Westfesttv, which airs his
weekly news show, GGN (its set is housed
inside the Compound); he’s landed countless
endorsement deals, launched a successful mobile
app and turned his lifelong affinity for cannabis
into an empire that has led the charge for destigmatizing weed around the world.
In fact, just a few days before this interview
the venture firm he co-founded, Casa Verde
Capital, raised $45 million to invest in cannabis
production.
Broadus has starred in or executive produced
dozens of films and TV shows over the years
including “The Wash,” “Baby Boy” and “Soul
Plane,” but he’s looking to be a bigger player.
He’s made some strong inroads in TV TBS
recently renewed his game show “The Joker’s
Wild” for a second season, “Martha & Snoop’s
Potluck Dinner Party” is a hit for VH1, he’s got
series in development at HBO and Starz and
producer Deon Taylor recently announced his
new Dark Circus production company’s first
project is a Broadus-produced horror anthology
titled “The Thrill” but he wants to be the leading
man on the big screen.
“My TV hand is strong like my rap hand was
strong. Now I’m moving on to my movie hand to
get that strong because it’s never been strong,” he
said. “I’ve been a part of the $100-million movie,
but I’ve never been the star. I may have stolen the
movie with a great scene, but I’ve never been the
star. I’m ready to be the whole thing, instead of
the half thing.”
Snoop the leading man will have to wait for
now though, as Broadus is prepping to mount a
touring musical production inspired by “Bible of
Love” more proof of how committed he is to his
latest act.
But will there ever be a day when the Dogg
hangs it up for good? Not likely.
“Everything I do, the TV shows, movies,
award shows, music, this and that this is who I
am,” he explains. What would I do without it?
This is what I do, I get up and I get to it. I’m like
Bruce Wayne and all the superheroes.
“Actually, I’m like the Black Panther,” he says
before flashing a sly grin and sparking a thick
blunt.
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Across

1 Jordan's capital
6 Amounts to
11 Cleveland hoopster
14 Tour leader
15 Popcorn brand whose logo resembles a movie marquee
16 Corrida cheer
17 *Many a museum piece
19 "MSNBC Live" co-anchor Velshi
20 Big Dipper's constellation
21 Birth-related
23 Couple of gags?
24 Tied-on protectors
25 Without
28 Not even close
30 Vise features
31 British nobles
32 Roger Federer's org.
35 French buddy
36 *Choice spot at the opera
38 Pi follower
39 Stood for office
40 Powerful Japanese dog
41 Black bird or black cat, to some
42 Go round and round
44 Messed (up)
46 Obtain
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48 Is not misused?
49 Very serious, as a water shortage
50 Blunder
55 Humanities degs.
56 Words to a server ... or a hint to the first words of the
answers to starred clues
58 "The Book of __": 2010 Denzel Washington film
59 Exorbitant interest
60 Ceremonial place
61 Fond du __, Wisconsin
62 Closed
63 Braid

Down

1 Twittering
2 "Studies in the Sierra" writer John
3 Fitbit unit
4 Much of the Sunday paper
5 Spruce (up)
6 Walking sticks
7 Penta- plus three
8 Cup-a-Soup direction
9 Pewter component
10 Footpath aid
11 *Family crest
12 Poe's middle name

Answers to last week’s puzzle:

13 Concealing accessories
18 "Probably not"
22 "Wanna go out?" response
24 Protagonist of Auel's "Earth's Children" novels
25 Somewhat open
26 Auburn rival, familiarly
27 *Ellington genre
28 Squander
29 Surface product
31 Bright word in a dark theater
33 You, back in the day
34 Koi habitat
36 Kansas City cuisine
37 Not bad
41 Fly off the shelf faster than
43 To date
44 Struggle with sisters?
45 400 meters, on many tracks
46 It has one hump or two
47 Florida's __ National Forest
48 Binder for some paints
50 2017 FX miniseries subtitled "Bette and Joan"
51 Spacious lot
52 Part of TTFN
53 Actor Morales
54 Cheeky
57 QVC sister station

Aries: March 21 – April 19
A blunt moon is inspiring you to be
completely honest with people. Maybe it's
time to have a more open conversation with
your sweetheart about something that has
been on your mind for a while. Approach this
discussion in a loving way.
Taurus: April 20 – May 20
You're in the process of creating new
structures in your personal and professional
life. Maybe you are setting yourself up in a
different living arrangement, moving in with a
sweetheart. Or maybe you are going through
changes on the job. Mars says it's all good.
Gemini: May 21 – June 21
The moon isn't doing you any favors.
You could experience delays and glitches
everywhere. Just when you finally manage to
set up that hot date, that cutie calls off your
meeting. Or right when you are set to make a
presentation at work, your microphone acts up.
Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Don't be too hard on yourself or others.
Minor stresses could leave you feeling
demoralized, but everything will be OK. Three
planets opposite your sign are exaggerating
those sensations of hopelessness. Find ways to
cheer yourself up.
Leo: July 23 – Aug. 22
Be open to meeting interesting people
this week. Social butterfly Mercury is urging
you to expand your social circle. Online
communication doesn't count. You need
to get face to face with interesting friends,
acquaintances and clients.
Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sept. 22
You're in the process of sorting out what you
really want from your love life. Venus is guiding
you in determining what's truly important and
what doesn't matter quite so much. Maybe your
partner isn't a billionaire or a supermodel, but
he or she is still pretty cool.

Libra: Sept. 23 – Oct. 23
The sun is creating some feelings of
disruption in your personal life. Maybe you
thought you were in love with someone, but
now you feel like taking a break from that
relationship. Or perhaps you are in a solid
relationship, but one of you has to travel for
work. Hang in there.
Scorpio: Oct. 24 – Nov. 21
You could experience a personal
breakthrough this week, courtesy of lucky
Jupiter. If you were hoping that hot guy would
agree to date you, you're in luck. If you and
your girlfriend are on the verge of taking
things to the next level, you'll be ready to move
forward.
Sagittarius: Nov. 22 – Dec. 21
Your connection to someone could grow
more intense as Mercury heats things up.
Maybe you have a casual friend, and now you
are getting a chance to get to know this person
better. You could discover a magical, passionate
spark between you.
Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan.19
Three friendly planets in your sign are
boosting your mood. Throw a party. Invite an
old friend to dinner. Visit someone you haven't
seen for a while. Spend time with people you
care about but haven't been in touch with lately.
Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18
You could feel drained by attention seeking
types who demand too much of your energy.
Gently set some boundaries. Instead of forcing
yourself to go out every night, enjoy some alone
time. The moon says you need to decompress.
Pisces: Feb. 19 – March 20
It's a great week to start a healthy habit.
You're feeling connected to positive vibes,
thanks to Jupiter. Join a gym with a friend. Go
to a cooking class with your romantic partner
so you can make wonderful meals together at
home.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
High School Journalism Day

Edinboro Softball vs. Cal U

Deviant Behavior:
An Improv Comedy Show

Paint N’ Sip Night

4/5 | All day
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

4/6 | 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Softball Field

4/9 | 7 p.m.
Van Houten Dining Hall — South

4/6 | 7:30 p.m.
Diebold Center for the Performing Arts

Spring 2018 Graduation Fair

Tie Dye Tapestry

4/10, 4/11 | 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

4/11| 5 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center

In The Community
Abram Sorek Memorial Race
CVC March Against Crime

2018 Success by 6
Early Learning Expo

4/7 | 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Presque Isle Rotary Pavilion

4/7 | 10 a.m.
Millcreek Mall — Macy’s Court

Read to a Therapy Dog

Film Grain: Dinner & A Movie
“Call Me By Your Name”

4/10 | 4:30 p.m.
Lincoln Community Center Library

4/11 | 5 p.m. Doors
Bourbon Barrel

UPBʼs Movie of the Week

“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle”
Wednesday & Thursday, 4/4 & 4/5 — 8 p.m.
Friday, 4/6 — 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Saturday, 4/7 — 2 p.m., 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Sunday, 4/8 — 2 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center
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Boro’s Trae Smith participates in the javelin. Over the weekend, he finished third in the event at the Wooster Invitational.

Track and ﬁeld squads split up,
dominate two outdoor competitions
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

The men’s and women’s track and field teams returned to outdoor
action after a week off. The teams’ top runners competed at the Fred
Hardy Invitational in Richmond, Virginia, while others, including
stars in the field, competed at the Wooster Invitational in Wooster,
Ohio.
Highlighting the weekend for the Fighting Scots in Richmond
was Corey Wefing, who would shave half a second off his 800-meter
run provisional time, winning the non-Division I race in 1 minute,
51.28 seconds. That time currently ranks third among Division II
runners. He also won the 1,500-meter run with a PSAC-qualifying
time of 3:51.36, which narrowly missed the NCAA provisional
mark.
Previously, Wefing was named the first PSAC Men’s Outdoor
Track Athlete of the Week for the season on March 27 after posting
an NCAA provisional time in the 800 at the 49er Classic on March
17 in Charlotte, North Carolina.
“Corey is rolling right now,” Head Track and Field Coach Anne
Cleary said of the runner’s recent success.
“Unfortunately, last year he competed in the first two meets and
was looking really well and then he got injured and had to medical
redshirt, which was pretty crushing for him,” she explained. “But he
definitely picked up where he’s left off, and that’s great.”
Eugene Baritot also placed at the Fred Hardy Invitational,
finishing second in the non-Division I 3,000-meter steeplechase,
with a time of 9:21.34, which is a PSAC-qualifying mark.
For the women, freshman star Jasmine Fehr continued her hot
start to the outdoor season, finishing second among non-Division I
runners in the 800 with a PSAC-qualifying time of 2:14.12.
Cleary said Fehr was unable to qualify for the indoor conference
meet in the 800 due to a lack of opportunities later in the season, so
they wanted to give her the races to qualify at the beginning of the
outdoor season.
Senior Erin O’Brien qualified for the PSAC Championship meet
with a fourth-place finish of 1:06.75 in the 400 hurdles. That mark
was also a personal best for O’Brien. She came close to qualifying in
the 400 dash, but still set a personal record of 1:00.99 in the race.
“When we went two weeks ago [to the 49er Classic, O’Brien]
just ran relays, so that’s really exciting that in the first time she got
an opportunity to really run for herself, she had a huge weekend,”
Cleary said.
At the Wooster Invitational, the women finished second out of 10
teams despite missing their top runners.
Junior Gabby Schultz shined in the field events for the Fighting
Scots. She won the shot put and discus events with NCAA
provisional distances. She also set a stadium record with her
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Eduardo Tapia took part in the 1,500-meter run.
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14.40-meter shot put throw, which currently ranks ninth among
Division II throwers. Her 44.81-meter discus distance ranks 18th in
Division II.
Cleary had glowing words for Schultz. She acknowledged there
was still room for improvement in her marks, but said she expects
her to be able to qualify by the end of the season.
“Gabby gets it done every weekend it seems like, doesn’t it?” she
said.
Olivia Rowe also took home a first-place finish in the 100-meter
dash with a PSAC-qualifying time of 15.60 seconds. She placed
fourth in the long jump with a distance of 5.31 meters, also a PSAC
qualifying distance.
Abbey Lang rounded out the Fighting Scots’ first-place finishes
with a 4:49.61 time in the 1,500, which qualifies her for the
conference meet as well.
The men had a pair of top-five finishes in the javelin throw. Trae
Smith finished third with a 48.91-meter (160 feet, 5 inches) throw,
while Devon Brown had a 44.56-meter (146-2) throw, good for fifth
place.
Cleary said the cold, wet weather in Edinboro has prevented the
team’s throwers from properly preparing for outdoor competition,
leading to mostly less-than-desired performances.
The Fighting Scots also had five men finish in the top-10 in
the 1,500, including Eduardo Tapia, who won the race in 4:06.32,
missing the PSAC qualifying time by less than half a second.
Joel Lohr also narrowly missed qualifying for the conference meet
when he finished second in the 400 with a time of 50.81 seconds. He
missed the qualifying mark by .12 seconds.
Cleary said Lohr is on pace to qualify for the conference meet
sometime soon, and mentioned that he didn’t qualify for the
conference meet last year until halfway through the season.
“Joel is dropping his times every week as expected,” she said. “[If]
you look at his times compared to a year ago, he’s ahead of pace for
us right now, so we’re very happy with that.”
The team will get their next chance to drop times Saturday when
the men and women are scheduled to participate in the Dave Labor
Invitational hosted by Slippery Rock University.
Cleary said she hopes the weather is more cooperative in the
coming weeks, particularly the snow and rain forecasted to hit the
region.
“And I know that’s the complaint from every spring sport right
now, [so] we’re far from the only ones, but we’re hoping just for a
little bit nicer weather just so we can get outside,” she explained.
“The dome is a huge blessing, but right now we would rather be
outside.”
Christopher Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Gabby Schultz participated in shot put and discus.

Voices

Campus
‘Something must
change’
As the death toll of
black men rises, voices
editor Shayma Musa
advocates for police
policy change, B4.

Judge drops
major charges
against PSU
frat brothers,
B6.
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‘Boro football holds high expectations as they begin spring ball
By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor
The Edinboro football team opened up their
spring season this week with their first public
practices.
“It’s been so long since we’ve been out there,
coming off our last game,” said Head Football
Coach Wayne Bradford. “We’ve waited a long time
to get to the actual football part.”
Bradford served as the interim football coach
during the 2017 season, following former coach
Justin Lustig’s one year stint with the team. In
November, the interim tag was removed from
Bradford’s title and he was officially named the
head coach.
“Oh, it means the world to me (getting named
head coach). This is my home; I’ve been here for
20 years,” Bradford said.
The team’s motto for the upcoming season is
“Do the Work.” Junior defensive lineman Derek
Dorr explained the blue-collar mentality behind
the motto.
“If we put in the time, hold ourselves
accountable on the field and in the classroom, and
push ourselves to be the best we can be, we will
continue to improve and see the success we’ve had
these past two seasons.”
Along with Dorr, many of the other members
of the team have high expectations for the squad
in the upcoming season. Blake Reddick, a junior

wide receiver, believes the team showed potential
in their practice Monday night.
“I believe that in our first practice the high level
of intensity and competition was there,” he said.
“But attention and perfection of the details will
come in later practices as we get back into the
swing of relearning our techniques.”
He continued, “We all do our best to pursue
perfection every day, on and off the field, and I
believe we will settle for nothing less.”
Many of the players have a common goal for
their 2018 season at this point in time: to do their
best individually and play to the best of their
abilities.
“Personally, I don’t care about the stats on
the field, I want to become a better leader and
teammate for my peers to look up to,” stated junior
cornerback Zuril Hendrick.
There were many positive things the coaches
and players had to say about their first outdoor
spring practice on the field.
“All in all, after watching the tapes, we saw some
guys who did some great things,” said Bradford.
As the month of April continues so will the
team’s open practices, all leading up to their
annual “Red and White” game on April 28 at 4
p.m.
Madi Gross
sports.spectator@gmail.com

“I feel if we believe in each other and trust each other, nothing
will come between us and we will achieve great things this
year.”

— Trey Staunch, Offensive Tackle
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Maddie Mulcahy (21) carries the ball down the field in a game at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania on April 3.

Lacrosse takes a loss against IUP
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

The Edinboro women’s lacrosse team dropped
two games to conference foes in the past week,
falling to Bloomsburg University on Saturday and
Indiana University of Pennsylvania on Tuesday.
Bloomsburg used a strong first half to win 14-8.
The Huskies put up seven goals in the first 30
minutes, holding Edinboro to just one, as ‘Boro’s
Mary Uplinger scored with 34 seconds left in the
half.
Hannah Fitzgerald started Edinboro’s comeback
attempt five minutes into the second half with a
goal. Bloomsburg scored another quickly, before
Edinboro put up three in a row courtesy of Maddie
Mulcahy, Uplinger and Stephanie Chido.
Bloomsburg would answer with another three
of their own to push the lead to 11-5. Sophie
DePalma and Sidney Dobbins both scored goals
in the second half for the Fighting Scots. Kandyce
Graham scored Edinboro’s last goal of the game,
and the Huskies added one more for themselves
with 23 seconds left to bring the final score to 14-8.
Indiana, in their win, wasted no time getting
on the scoreboard, scoring within 20 seconds
on the way to their 16-5 triumph over Edinboro.
The Crimson Hawks dominated the scoreboard
until ‘Boro’s Uplinger received a long pass and
proceeded to go on a breakaway that beat Indiana’s
defense and goalkeeper.
Fighting Scot Sophie DePalma scored the last
goal of the first half, with the team heading into the
second, down 8-2.
Interim Women’s Lacrosse Head Coach Jenny
Wirth said the team needs to better control the
ball if they are going to score more goals in future
games.
“I think just taking care of the ball [is
important], whether it’s clearing on the offensive
end, [because] you can’t win a game if you
can’t keep the ball on your stick,” she said.

“Unfortunately, we’re struggling with that a little
bit right now, so just making sure any opportunity
we have, that we’re really paying attention to how
we’re catching the ball, where our stick is placed
and finishing off.”
Uplinger’s goal in the first half hoped to turn
the tide, with her and Fitzgerald both playing
aggressively and seeming to give everything they
had early in the second.
Wirth said she was happy to see everyone on the
team step up and play more aggressively.
“I think that some of our defense really
improved after the first part,” Wirth said. “After
the first half they adjusted on their own, and they
really made that work so I think they did a great
job. I saw some players really be aggressive that we
don’t always see be super aggressive, so it was great
to see today.’’
Indiana would score twice before Edinboro’s
Erin Gordon gave the team its next goal. The
Hawks and Scots went back-and-forth during the
next four goals, with both of Edinboro’s by Chido.
Indiana scored the next four goals to end the game
16-5.
Goalkeeper Candace McDole made 21 saves
against Indiana, one less then the record she set
earlier this year, and Chido now leads the team
with 22 goals in the season.
Wirth said the team has struggled with
implementing the concepts they cover in practice.
“It was definitely tough, you know, we just
struggled to stick to our game plan,” she said.
The Fighting Scots will take their 3-7 overall
record and 0-6 PSAC record to Kutztown
University on Saturday at 2 p.m. to finish their
road series before returning for a three-game
homestand beginning Wednesday. Here they’ll
host Slippery Rock University at 4 p.m. at Sox
Harrison Stadium.
Erica Burkholder
sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Womenʼs tennis swept on
Friday, wins on Senior Day
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information

Friday
ERIE, Pa. — The Edinboro women’s
tennis team was down a player and could
not overcome the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association Atlantic Region No. 4 University
of Charleston in a 9-0 non-conference setback
in Erie Friday night. The Fighting Scots fell to
5-7 overall while the Golden Eagles moved to
15-4.
Edinboro was playing without a No. 3
doubles team or No. 6 singles. Laura Lopez
and Tatiana Batalla Trabal fell in a close
match at No. 1 doubles, 8-5. Charleston swept
through singles with Laura Lopez falling to
Katie Swann in a tight first set before falling
7-5, 6-1.
Saturday
ERIE, Pa. — The Edinboro women’s tennis
team gave their two seniors a win on Senior
Day, 7-2, over West Virginia Wesleyan College.

Roxana Yeh and Marija Tmusic were honored
before lineups for their four years of playing
for the Fighting Scots. Edinboro improved to
7-8 with the win while the Bobcats fell to 8-6.
The Fighting Scots staked a 3-0 lead before
the match started due to West Virginia
Wesleyan only playing with four players. The
Bobcats gave up points at No. 3 doubles and
No. 5 and 6 singles.
Laura Lopez and Tatiana Batalla Trabal
increased the Edinboro lead with an 8-4 win at
No. 1 doubles while Yeh and Jelena Vucenovic
clinched the win with their 8-6 win at No. 2.
In singles, Lopez and Vucenovic picked up
wins, but in different fashions. Lopez gave
up only two games in her 6-1, 6-1 win at the
top singles spot while Vucenovic came from
behind and won in a match tiebreaker, 2-6,
6-1, 10-7.
Edinboro returns to the courts on
Wednesday, April 4 when they visit Slippery
Rock for a PSAC contest.

Photo: Thomas Wehner | EU Sports Information

Jelena Vucenovic waits to return a serve while competing earlier in the season.

Menʼs tennis canʼt pick up Senior Day win
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
ERIE, Pa. — The Edinboro men’s tennis
team honored their three seniors before the
match against No. 36 West Virginia Wesleyan
College, but fell 5-3 to the visiting Bobcats
at Westwood Racquet Club in Erie. With
the loss, the Fighting Scots fall to 8-7 on the
season while the Bobcats improve to 9-3.
Seniors Vitor Albanese, Daniel Fernandez,
and Dishon Brooks all were honored for their
four years of playing for Edinboro.
All three doubles matches were close.
Mauricio Santos and Kevin Mboko jumped
out to a 4-1 lead over Lukas Laipold and
Ferran Berga at No. 3 doubles before holding
on for the 8-6 victory. Albanese and Mateus
Santos fell at the top doubles spot, 8-6.
Fernandez and Christian Roettger kept their
match within one game until the end before
the Bobcats pulled away for the 8-4 win at

No. 2 doubles.
It looked like singles would be a reversal
of fortune with three different Fighting
Scots up a break in their first sets. Albanese
quickly took his first set before closing out
with a 6-1, 7-5 win over Laipold at No. 1.
The Bobcats clinched the match with a win
at No. 2 singles in three sets, 6-4, 2-6, 6-3.
With the match already decided and No. 6
singles just finishing their first set, the match
was stopped due to the four-hour drive the
Bobcats were facing back to Buckhannon,
West Virginia. Roettger was leading 7-5
when the match was stopped.
Edinboro returns to the court on Thursday
when they visit West Liberty University for a
2 p.m. match. The Fighting Scots have seen
the Hilltoppers twice this fall in tournament
action, with Albanese and Fernandez
winning a pair of matches at the Hilltopper
Classic and the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association Atlantic Regional.

Archery club to host ﬁrst annual
Shooting Scots Tartan Tournament
By Chris Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor
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Members of her team high five Whitney Allen as she comes off the bench to start a game.

By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor

Whitney Allen
When the Edinboro squad celebrated four
seniors this past season on their Senior Day
on Feb. 24, one of these athletes was actually
celebrating her second Senior Day at the
university. Whitney Allen gained an extra
year of eligibility because of an injury she
suffered in her (first) senior year.
“I began playing at the age of 10 years old,”
Allen began. “My dad was a professional
basketball player, and my sister played. So
they were my influencers.”
Originally from the United Kingdom,
Allen started her academic and athletic
career at Edinboro in 2013 and sported the
number 12 throughout her career. Allen’s
sister played at Oral Roberts University and
later played professionally.
“I think when my sister went to college in
America, I thought that this was something
(basketball) I could be playing in America,”
she explained. “But at the age of 10, I just
wanted to have fun and play basketball.”
She continued, “Edinboro has an amazing
women’s basketball program, and that’s what
attracted me to Edinboro.”
To describe her career at Edinboro as

a student-athlete, Allen used the word
“rewarding,” and to future or current
students and student-athletes at Edinboro,
she said “cherish the moments.”
“I love being a part of a team. I have met
some amazing people and my best friends
through playing basketball,” said Allen.
“I just want to thank everyone who has
been on this journey with me. It’s been a
great ride and is something I am going to
cherish for the rest of my life,” Allen added.
She completed her basketball career with
the Fighting Scots in March after winning the
PSAC Championship and moving on to the
NCAA tournament. For the 2016-17 season,
Allen ranked second in both rebounds and
assists and third in blocks for the Edinboro
team. After graduation, she plans to utilize
her degree in social work and she also plans
to do a lot of traveling.
“My time here at Edinboro means the
world to me, and I will remember it for the
rest of my life,” Allen concluded.
Madi Gross
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Lacrosse drops mid-week game to Gannon
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Gannon University ran
away with a lead early and
never let go during their
15-2 victory over Edinboro
lacrosse on March 20 at Sox
Harrison Stadium.
The Golden Knights
opened the scoring 30
seconds into the game and
continued to dominate
the scoreboard. Edinboro’s
Sophie DePalma scored her
20th goal of the season to cut
the lead to 7-1 with a little
over half of the first half to
go. Gannon would score
three more times to lead
10-1 at the half.
Stephanie Chido scored
Edinboro’s last goal of the
game at the halfway point of
the second. Gannon put up
three goals before Chido’s
and then proceeded to put

up another two to finish the
game leading 15-2.
DePalma’s goal tied her for
the team lead (20) with Anna
Leva, who has been sidelined
with an injury she suffered
during a March 17 contest at
Millersville University.
Interim Women’s Lacrosse
Head Coach Jenny Wirth
expressed frustration with
the team’s fifth straight loss.
The Fighting Scots began
the season going 3-1 in
non-conference play, but
have not found a way to
win since beginning PSAC
competition. She said there
appears to be difference in
play between the way the
team practices and plays in
games.
“It’s just little things that
we’re missing and that comes
with having a team with 12
freshmen on the roster,” she
said.

Wirth also discussed
the positives from the
game, including the team’s
defense, which has been
dealing with various injuries.
Candace McDole, Edinboro’s
goalkeeper, also had nine
saves in the game.
“Unfortunately, we are
plagued by some injuries
right now, so we’ve got some
kids playing in different
positions than they normally
would, but you know with
that, I think they’re doing
the best they can,” Wirth
explained.
The Fighting Scots
next hosted Bloomsburg
University on Saturday
before heading to Indiana
University of Pennsylvania
on Wednesday.
Erica Burkholder
sports.spectator@gmail.com

The Edinboro Shooting
Scots Archery Club will host
its first annual Shooting
Scots Tartan Tournament
April 14-15 at the Gem
City Outdoorsman Club in
Fairview.
Founder and current
president of the club
Rachel E. Walsh said the
tournament, which is open
to all ages and experience
levels, was created to
bring other archery clubs
to Edinboro and to help
promote both the university

and the sport of archery.
Walsh, a senior, placed
seventh in the traditional
category among adult
women at the National
Field Archery Association
Indoor Nationals in March.
Jennifer L. Lane, the club’s
vice president, finished 12th
in the adult female freestyle
limited recurve competition
at the same event. The team
currently ranks first in
Pennsylvania for recurve
freestyle.
Walsh said the team has
worked hard to put the
inaugural event together
while moving through the

competition season.
“To finally have this
opportunity is an honor,
and I am so very proud of
my archers for everything
they have done to make
it happen,” she said. “It
shows the spirit of what the
university can accomplish
together.”
Registration for the
tournament is $30 for adults
and $15 for children. Anyone
interested in participating
can register at form.jotform.
com/80626222840148.
Chris Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com
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The EPAʼs Scott Pruitt has to go
By Los Angeles Times
TNS

Photo: Tribune News Service

A young, unnamed boy holds a sign at a protest in Sacramento, California after the Stephon Clark shooting.

Yet another police shooting: something must change
By Shayma Musa
Voices Editor

My emotion is inexplicable.
On March 18, yet another name was added to the long register of
dead black men. And I can’t seem to conjure sentences to describe
my pain. I’d like to write movingly about this. I’d like to capture
my anger in words. Most of all I’d like to pretend that everything is
okay. But the truth is this: everything is not okay. Because when a
black man is shot in front of his grandmother’s house for holding a
cell phone, the reality becomes self-evident that the very image of
any object in the hands of a black man will always be perceived as a
weapon.
I have five black brothers.
They’ve all inherited the “giant” genes that run in my family,
meaning they tower over people. Their voices are deep, rich
baritones that prompt people to suggest radio as careers for them.
These are traits that are attractive on any man — but dangerous on
black men. To be tall and black is to be “threatening.” To tower with
black skin is to put a target on your back. To be vocal and black is to
prompt suspicion about possible criminal intent.
And so, because my brothers are tall, and black, and rowdy, I am
always subconsciously fearing for their safety.
Change, I fear, is a hope that I and my family have locked away in
some far away chest, deep inside of ourselves, because now at ages
five and 10 and 12 and 16, my brothers have been trained to hold
their hands where they can be seen, to smile and try not to look
threatening, and to sit still and silent if a police officer tries to restrain
them.
Something must happen.
Citizens, politicians and police departments must realize that
murders are not okay. That no matter his alcohol level, or his past
criminal history, or his actions, killing someone in a hail of bullets or
in a chokehold is not “standard” procedure. Fighting for a murderer
to be held accountable is not a “liberal agenda.”
Justice in America was not written into the Constitution as “shoot
first and ask questions later.”
Whatever happened to the right to a fair and just trial in the court
of law? When did police officers become executioners? When did
the procedures for burying a murdered black man and watching his
killers get let off free, become yet another injustice written into the
unspoken history of black Americans?
Approximately 72 percent of black men report feeling as though
police officers have stopped them because of their race, according to
Gallup.
I wonder what police departments think about statistics like that.
With the number of dead bodies increasing, the reports of racial

How many digits of Pi do you know?
Local students came to Edinboro last week
to display their knowledge of Pi and to learn
more.
Perhaps you saw the first 500 digits of Pi
displayed on the bridge between Ross and
the library last week. This was created by
some of the 350 local students who joined
the mathematics and computer science
department last Monday, March 26, for the
10th annual celebration of Pi Day. Since Pi
is approximated by the decimal 3.14, most
schools celebrate on March 14. However, this
year, March 14 fell during our spring break.
To avoid spring break and to cut down on
the probability of a snowstorm ruining the
popular event, recent Edinboro celebrations
of Pi Day have occurred later in March.
Participants this year included numerous
schools that have enjoyed the event for
several years: General McLane, Cambridge
Springs, Maplewood, Union City and
Conneaut Lake. A few schools made their
first visit to this event, including Warren

profiling raising and the amount of people walking in the streets
shouting until their voices are raw growing, the issue is plain; Major
reform must be put in place by local, state and federal authorities
overseeing the actions of police departments.
According to The Atlantic, government at the federal, state and
local levels have no systems in place to track the number of police
shootings that occur in a department over one year.
Furthermore, when incidents of police brutality become evident,
many local governments resist the efforts of the justice department
to change procedure because of the cost that they often incur. Even
when corrections in the operation of police departments seem to
have been enacted, old demons often rear their heads again. As with
the case of Tamir Rice that occurred just a decade after the justice
department stepped in to fix issues with the way the Cleveland police
department was operating.
Diversity is another major factor in the outcomes of police
behavior. The United States Census Bureau’s American Community
Survey found that 78.7 percent of police officers are white.
In Ferguson, police officers were only required to undergo a onehour training session on diversity, according to a local paper, The
Journal and Courier.
I fail to see how a majority white police force, not at all reflective
of the majority brown neighborhoods that they police, can effectively
deal with issues that might be far removed from anything they have
experienced.
To ask for better training of police and the reform of policing
in America is not to say that all police are evil. Most officers in a
police department most likely joined because they wanted to make a
difference. And policing becomes easier when officers don’t have to
make decisions on their own, but can instead refer to set guidelines
on how to deal with a situation.
Strict accountability for every action the police take is crucial
in eliminating the narrative that police are “warriors.” The
neighborhoods that they police are not battlefields — and the
individuals who live there are not criminals.
Logically, it seems too simple to pass these changes into effect. I
can see what needs to be changed and my frustration churns inside
of me, screaming for the people that matter to see it as well. But they
don’t.
And because they don’t, I know that ink pens will run dry from
the recording of the names of dead black men, while the ghosts of
generations of dead black men wait in tepid anticipation for the
people that matter to realize that something must be done.
Shayma Musa
voices.spectator@gmail.com

High School, Corry High School, Upward
Bound, Erie Day School and James W. Parker
Middle School. Students enjoyed activities
in the morning, such as “Rounding the
Bases: When Pi is 3.26,” “Birthday Pi: An
Introduction to Algorithms,” “Solving the
Rubik’s Cube in Two Minutes,” “A Probability
Game Show: Let’s Make a Deal at Edinboro
University,” “What They Didn’t Tell you in
Math Class,” and “Careers in Mathematics
and Computer Science.”
Although Pi can be rounded to 3.14, it
actually continues indefinitely. One of the
contests during the day was to see how
many digits of Pi students could memorize.
This year’s winner could recite 880 digits,
with the second place winner knowing 239
digits. Others performed the classic tower
of Hanoi puzzle, performing a complicated
algorithm of 31 motions in as little as 39
seconds. Several middle school students
who had previously competed in a regional
Mathcounts competition in Erie in February
did particularly well in the contests during

the day. A full list of winners can be seen
at http://users.edinboro.edu/quinna/
pi_winners.html.
After lunch, students enjoyed a keynote
talk on “Pi Day with The Simpsons and
Futurama” from Dr. Sarah Greenwald,
professor at Appalachian State University
and co-creator of SimpsonsMath.com. In
addition to showing fun clips of the subtle
mathematical humor on these popular
shows, Dr. Greenwald discussed some of
the people who have held world records in
memorizing digits of Pi. A recent record
holder from Japan knew 40,000 digits of Pi.
Dr. Greenwald explained how he translated
each group of numbers into a picture that
he could more easily remember. She also
encouraged the audience that they were
all capable of memorizing 40,000 bits of
some type of data. For example, musicians
memorize hours of music, and actors
memorize hours of dialogue.
To learn more about this year’s event and
upcoming events, visit: edinboro.edu/PiDay.
Events each year are open to college students,
and we hope to see you next year!
Dr. Anne Quinn
Professor of Mathematics

As long as President Donald
Trump is firing Cabinet
members, may we make a
nomination? Scott Pruitt,
and not just because of the
allegations by Bloomberg
and ABC News that he took
a sweetheart deal for himself
and a daughter for living space
in a Washington townhouse
co-owned by the wife of an oil
lobbyist. The deeper problem
is that he is a danger to the
planet.
Pruitt, of course, is the
director of the Environment
Protection Agency, whose
mission is supposed to be
enforcing environmental laws.
But lately he’s been accused
of a variety of seamy acts of
self-dealing. Not only did he
allegedly accept the cheap rent
deal from the lobbyist’s family,
but he has spent hundreds
of thousands of taxpayer
dollars on travel, flying first
class apparently because he
doesn’t like getting yelled at
by passengers in coach who
recognize him. He spent
$120,000 of government
money on one trip to Italy
that included using a military
jet and a $7,000 premium
commercial ticket for a
transatlantic flight, according
to the Washington Post and
Bloomberg.
In a normal administration,
these would probably be
sufficient reasons to kick the
guy out of his job. In fact,
similar actions cost Tom Price
his job running Health and
Human Services, even though
his shaky ethics were known
when he was hired. But in
Trumpworld, this is everyday
stuff. Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke spent more than
$12,000 in tax money on a
chartered flight to his home
in Montana, and Housing and
Urban Development chief
Ben Carson plunked down
$31,000 for a kitchen set for
his office (and then blamed
his wife). In an administration
led by a president to whom
self-dealing is second nature,
financial sins seem to come
with pre-absolution.
So why are we singling
out Pruitt? Because in these
dire times, Pruitt’s a danger.
It’s not so much that he’s
a small-time abuser of the
public trust living the high
life with taxpayer dollars.
The bigger issue is that when
he’s not flying luxuriously
around the world, he’s
single-handedly imperiling
the Earth by dismantling the
EPA, undoing long-standing,
bipartisan-supported rules

and regulations and arguing
the wrong side of every
environmental issue at a
moment when the fate of
the planet is up for grabs.
(Reportedly, Pruitt is going
to roll back fuel economy
standards for motor vehicles
in the next few days.) That’s
why we said in February
2017 that he shouldn’t be
confirmed, and that’s why we
would be happy if his pennyante misbehavior brought him
down now.
The hot reality is that global
warming is real, and that it
has already begun to affect
the climate. Over the last four
winters, the expanse of Arctic
sea ice has been the lowest on
record, which has endangered
native settlements that rely
on an iced-up coast to keep
winter storms from eroding
land. Rising seas and related
erosion also have forced
the relocation of a village
in the Louisiana bayou, and
low-lying cities are trying to
figure out how to cope with
coastal flooding. As many as
20 million Americans could
become climate refugees
by the end of the decade,
according to a study published
in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Science.
Climate scientists warn that
droughts and flooding will
worsen and that hurricanes
likely will become bigger,
stronger and more frequent.
But that is all mythology to the
likes of Pruitt.
The EPA came into being
four decades ago for a reason.
States were doing a lousy
job of regulating pollution,
which left skies smoggy, rain
contaminated with acids and
rivers and lakes laced with
industrial toxins. The EPA
hasn’t always done a good
job, but it has played a vital
role in trying to keep our
communities healthy and
habitable. Pruitt has sought to
undo that by ignoring science,
distrusting the advice and
professional conclusions of his
staff and vigorously attacking
regulations that evolved
through years of deliberation.
It’s to the Senate’s shame that it
approved Pruitt’s nomination
despite knowing that as
Oklahoma’s attorney general,
he had filed more than a
dozen lawsuits challenging
regulations and the legal
authority of the EPA.
And now we hear he
may also be ethically
compromised. He does not
belong in public service. He’s
an embarrassment even to
this administration. Which is
saying something.

Photo: Tribune News Service

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt speaks on June 2, 2017
during a briefing at the White House in Washington D.C.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of veriﬁcation, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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How to think about
Preconceived notions of women in
male-dominated STEM fields need changing the threat to America
By Roman Sabella
Voices Editor

STEM, which stands for Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics, has become a major topic in the United
States recently, as we see a shift away from blue collar jobs and
toward white collar jobs. But this shift is not showing equal
amounts of people joining from each gender.
“Women have made up more than 50 percent of college
students across the country for some time now. So it stands
to reason that there would be more women in all majors.
Unfortunately this is not always the case. Fewer women are
graduating with engineering degrees today than when I was in
college in the early 1980s,” said Dr. Lisa Unico, a professor in
Edinboro’s chemistry department.
According to research published by the Office of the Chief
Economist (OCE) in fall 2017, women fill 47 percent of
all U.S. jobs as of 2015, but only hold 24 percent of STEM
jobs. Oddly enough though, women hold just as many
undergraduate degrees as men in those fields, but only hold 30
percent of the jobs.
As of the most recent OCE report, 30.2 percent of women
have earned a bachelor’s degree, while only 29.9 percent of
men have earned one.
However, men ultimately dominate the STEM field which
may often cause young women to steer away, because it is
viewed as male-dominated, which isn’t wrong.
“Seeing role models in the front of the classroom goes a
long way in building the confidence of the women students,”
said Unico. “In my 21 years here, we have always had three
or four women professors, and our department has never had
more than nine members total.”
This sort of representation is often a reason for women
to go into the STEM fields, but more often than not, these
women end up working in education or healthcare over their
intended fields.
“Edinboro definitely supports all women in science. I
studied abroad with the school to do conservation work in
Africa and every single student that went was female. When I
did research with Dr. Peter Lindeman down south, the other
student was also female, and right now the other Edinboro

student interning at Tamarack Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
is female! There’s definitely a strong female presence on
campus,” said Chelsea Gale, a general biology major who
intends on pursuing a career in her field post-graduation.
While it may seem strange that women wouldn’t take more
of these jobs, as they make nearly 35 percent more money in
STEM fields than they would in any other field, there are some
who believe this to be more of a “don’t want to,” than a “can’t
do” issue.
“Some would say that the gender STEM gap occurs not
because girls can’t do science, but because they have other
alternatives, based on their strengths in verbal skills,”
said Janet Shibley Hyde, a gender-studies professor at the
University of Wisconsin. “In wealthy nations, they believe that
they have the freedom to pursue those alternatives and not
worry so much that they pay less.”
As you might have guessed however, this idea that an excess
of options is pushing women from the STEM fields versus
gender discrimination, is not very popular and is generally
rejected by most. This is largely due to the excess of evidence
that there is a large amount of sexual harassment and gender
discrimination claims within the STEM fields.
Of the 1,225 women interviewed by the PEW Research
Center, 78 percent have experienced gender discrimination at
work and 48 percent have had a sexual harassment problem
at work. These numbers completely invalidate the idea that
women merely don’t want the jobs and makes me lean more
toward these fields are purposefully pushing women away
from joining.
Ultimately, the goal is to increase the rate of females
entering these fields, as these are the fields that will continue
to propel the United States into the future. In order to make
this a reality, we must market these jobs as open to everyone
and nurture the interests of young girls who might want to
go into the fields in the future, because if we don’t start early,
then when will we?
Roman Sabella
voices.spectator@gmail.com
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By Cass R. Sunstein
Bloomburg View

For the first time since the 1940s, Americans have been
asking: Can it happen here?
The question, which has been debated in the U.S. for
months, is meant to draw attention to the potential fragility
of democratic self-government, and to emphasize that in
some periods, democracies are especially likely to turn in
authoritarian directions.
It would be fair to pose that question in any case in light
of China’s continued rise, Russia’s resurgent aggression, and
the disturbing developments in Turkey, Poland, Hungary
and the Philippines. To his most severe critics, some of the
words and deeds of President Donald Trump make it seem
as if democratic principles might not be entirely secure in
the U.S. itself.
But there’s good news. If “it” means genuine
authoritarianism, Americans probably don’t have much to
worry about. Our system of checks and balances, adopted
after a war against monarchy, was specifically designed to
limit the power of any would-be authoritarian.
For well over 200 years, the system has held firm. It
continues to do so.
In most domains, the president cannot act on his own. He
needs explicit congressional permission. Independent courts
are available to strike down presidential actions that violate
the law. The Bill of Rights stands as a safeguard against
abridgments of freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and
unreasonable searches and seizures.
At multiple turns, the Trump administration, no less
than its predecessors, has been stymied by these obstacles.
Repeated losses in court, on issues large and small, have
been a defining feature of its first 14 months.
Even if Americans need not worry about authoritarianism
as such, however, the current period does justify serious
concern.
1) History teaches that even in the United States, serious
abridgments of civil rights and civil liberties are possible, at
least when national security is threatened.
During World War I, Congress made it a crime for anyone
to “cause or attempt to cause insubordination, disloyalty, or
refusal of duty in the military forces of the United States.”
Prosecutors seized on those words as a basis for bringing
criminal proceedings against dissenters. During World War
II, more than 100,000 Japanese-Americans were placed
in internment camps on the West Coast. In the 1950s and
1960s, the executive branch directed a range of actions
against “subversive” people and organizations, including
suppression of speech and violations of privacy.
Such events may seem like ancient history. But let’s not be
complacent. If there is a successful attack on the country or
a novel threat, liberty will face serious challenges.
2) Russia has reportedly obtained the capacity to interfere
with our electoral processes, not only through the use of
social media to intensify social divisions and to promote its
favored candidates, but also by targeting voting machinery.
In addition, Russian hackers are even attacking our sources
of power and water.
To date, the White House’s response to these threats has
been unaccountably tepid, which is worse than alarming.
Russia’s actions do not mean that authoritarianism is a
serious danger in the United States. But they do mean that
authoritarianism may be a serious danger to the United
States. If we do not response to that danger, it will grow.
3) One of the most striking lessons of the rise of fascism
in the 1930s is that many citizens were simply living their
lives, focusing on their families, their friends, their jobs.
They liked the fact that the economy was improving. They
did not embrace authoritarianism as such. But they did not
do anything to stop it.
In 1927, Justice Louis Brandeis warned, “the greatest
menace to freedom is an inert people.” The U.S. has a
robust culture of freedom. But in the face of challenges
to democratic norms, it is not illegitimate to ask whether
Americans will be sufficiently resistant, at least if the
challenges come from a president whose policies they like.
4) President Trump has successively attacked institutions,
both public and private, that do not bend to his will. So far,
the attacks have generally taken the form of words rather
than deeds. But delegitimation of independent institutions
can weaken structural constraints on leaders, and ultimately
compromise democratic values.
5) The Trump administration has been intensifying
partisan divisions, with the president himself calling
for criminal prosecution of political adversaries and
demonizing those who disagree with him on matters of
policy.
That’s bad enough. But in politics as well as life, brutality
breeds more of the same. There is a real risk that Democrats
will not only lurch to the left but also engage in Trumplike rhetorical strategies, and thus fail to treat Republicans
and Trump supporters with grace, or the respect that they
deserve.
That would be a disaster, because it would aggravate a
situation in which people are finding it increasingly hard to
engage with one another across partisan lines, or to learn
that on numerous questions, they do not much disagree, and
thus can find good paths forward.
Authoritarianism almost certainly can’t happen here.
But a damaged and polarized society, incapable of solving
shared problems? That’s a clear and present danger.
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Recall case against Brock Turner judge still on for summer
By Tracey Kaplan
The Mercury News

SAN JOSE, Calif. — An appellate court
Monday ruled that the recall election against
the judge in the Brock Turner sexual assault
case may proceed in June.
Judge Aaron Persky’s argument, rejected
by a lower court last summer, was that judges
like him are state officers, so California’s
secretary of state, not the Santa Clara County
registrar, should have overseen the petition
drive to qualify the measure for the ballot.
Persky’s lawyers had implored the 6th
District Court of Appeal last week to block
the recall measure from appearing on the
Santa Clara County ballot on June 5.
But the three-bank panel of justices from
the 6th District Court of Appeal appeared
skeptical of those arguments, a position born
out Monday in the ruling.
“We, therefore, find no constitutional
basis on which to delay the processing
of the current recall petition in order to
compel the Secretary to take over the initial
recall procedure from Shannon Bushey, the
designated elections official for Santa Clara
County voters,” the court ruled Monday.
If Persky had prevailed, recall proponents
would have been forced to refile their
petitions with the state, a move that
would have delayed the recall until at least
November and significantly increased
election costs by more than $5 million.

The judge can appeal Monday’s ruling to
the state Supreme Court but may face an
uphill battle, given how soundly the appellate
panel rejected his bid in its 21-page ruling.
Even if Persky does appeal, the Supreme
Court does not have to take up the case.
One of Persky’s lawyers, Elizabeth Pipkin,
said the team is evaluating the ruling.
“Judges, as state officers, deserve uniform
protection in the recall process,” she said
in an email. “This protection benefits the
civil rights of all by ensuring that individual
jurisdictions cannot change the rules in a
manner that leaves judges open to unfair
recall campaigns that pressure them to make
decisions based on popularity, as opposed to
relying on the law and the facts.”

The Recall Persky campaign hailed the
court’s decision to reject what supporters
called a frivolous lawsuit.
“His decision to appeal the original court
decision is part of a long line of terrible
decisions by Judge Persky, who seems to
be putting his own personal, financial,
and political interests ahead of that of the
voters and taxpayers,” said recall leader and
Stanford law professor Michele Dauber in a
news release. “We are thankful that the Sixth
District Court of Appeals sided with the
voters and rejected Judge Persky’s appeal.”
In a key development that also does not
bode well for Persky, the recall was endorsed
recently by the South Bay Labor Council,
which represents more than 100,000 workers,

His decision to appeal the original court decision is part of a
long line of terrible decisions by Judge Persky.

— Michele Dauber, Stanford law professor

Retired Judge LaDoris Cordell, who
opposes Persky’s ouster, said recall opponents
will continue to concentrate on the political
campaign.
“We remain focused on growing the
number of voters who oppose the recall,”
Cordell said.

and the California Nurses Association.
The recall battle lines were drawn in
June 2016 when proponents decided to
take to the polls to remove Persky from
office for giving former Stanford athlete
Brock Turner what many considered a light
sentence, six months, of which he served

three, for sexually assaulting an intoxicated,
unconscious woman outside a campus frat
party. Under California law, Turner must also
register for life as a sex offender.
Recall opponents note that Persky’s
sentence for Turner was lawful and followed
a probation department recommendation.
They also argue the recall would threaten
judicial independence by encouraging any
group that didn’t like a verdict to challenge
the judge who made the decision.
Persky is constrained by strict state rules
from criticizing opponents in an election.
However, in a statement that appears on the
recall petition approved by county officials,
the Superior Court judge, without referring
specifically to Turner’s sentencing, said
California law requires him to consider
rehabilitation and probation for first-time
offenders.
In Persky’s original legal challenge, he also
contended that if he wound up losing his
seat, the governor should fill the vacancy,
not voters. But a lower court judge ruled
in late August that the question of Persky’s
replacement would appear on the same ballot
as the recall, and Persky did not raise that
issue on appeal.
Whoever is elected would serve out the
rest of Persky’s six-year term, which ends in
2022.
San Jose lawyer Angela Storey and
Assistant District Attorney Cindy
Hendrickson are running to replace Persky.

Judge drops involuntary manslaughter charge, many others
against Penn State frat brothers in Tim Piazza death trial
By Susan Snyder

The Philadelphia Inquirer
BELLEFONTE, Pa. — A district
judge on Tuesday for a second
time threw out involuntary
manslaughter charges against
Pennsylvania State University
fraternity brothers related to the
February 2017 hazing death of
sophomore pledge Tim Piazza.
Ending a three-day preliminary
hearing, judge Allen Sinclair also
dismissed dozens of other charges
against the fraternity members.
For some of the 11 members, all
charges have been dismissed.
Members faced more than 300
charges in the death, including
reckless endangerment, conspiracy
to commit hazing and furnishing
alcohol to minors.
It’s the second time that Sinclair
heard the case. Last summer, he
threw out the most serious charges,
including felony aggravated assault
and involuntary manslaughter
against eight members, but the
former district attorney refiled
many of them.
Sinclair’s ruling deals another
blow to the prosecution of a case
that not only has rocked Penn
State’s campus, but also added to
the growing national scrutiny of
misconduct and alcohol-soaked
hazing by fraternities.
The prosecution, this time
led by Chief Deputy Attorney
General Brian Zarallo, argued

that fraternity members planned
and executed a hazing ritual and
deliberately got Piazza drunk and
then failed to get him medical
care after he was seriously injured.
Piazza consumed 18 drinks in 82
minutes, then fell down the stairs at
the fraternity house. No one called
for help for nearly 12 hours, and
Piazza later died of head, spleen
and lung injuries.
“A failure to act in and of itself is
reckless,” Zarallo argued.
If Piazza’s fall that rendered
him unconscious had happened
anywhere other than a fraternity
house, it would have been expected
that 911 would be called, he said.
But defense attorneys maintained
that their clients didn’t and couldn’t
know the severity of Piazza’s
injuries and that Piazza’s drinking
was voluntary.
Some of the testimony broke new
ground, including video shown
of drinking that went on in the
fraternity basement. Prosecutors
have alleged a fraternity member
deleted the video, but the FBI
was able to recover it. But much
of the evidence also retreaded or
expanded on ground covered last
summer when the first preliminary
hearing was held for 18 members.
That hearing culminated with a
surprising Sept. 1 ruling by Sinclair
to throw out the most serious
felony charges against eight of the
fraternity members and remove all

Photo: Tribune News Service

Attorney for the Piazza family Tom Kline speaks about the anti-hazing legislation named after Timothy
Piazza outside of the Centre County Courthouse on Friday, March 23 in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania.
charges against four others.
Then-Centre County Prosecutor
Stacy Parks Miller refiled the
charges in October and charged
12 additional members of the
fraternity in Piazza’s death
after recovering footage from
a basement video camera, for a
total of 26. After she lost a bid for

University of Central Florida international student
to be deported to China after ‘disturbing behavior’
By Michael Williams and Jeff Weiner
Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. — An international student at
the University of Central Florida who owned highpowered rifles and alarmed police and classmates
with his “disturbing behavior” is being deported
to China, after a judge found him to be out of
compliance with his visa, officials said.
Wenliang Sun, 26, came to the attention of UCF
police after university staff reported a “dramatic
change” in his appearance and behavior, including
spending $70,000 cash on a new car “out of the
blue,” the university said in a press release.
“People noticed a distressing change in this
young man, and they alerted UCFPD,” said Chief
Richard Beary in a statement distributed by UCF.
“Our detectives investigated and elevated their
concerns to our federal partners, who took swift
and appropriate action.”
In an interview with police Feb. 2, Sun
confirmed that he owned an assault-style rifle and
ammunition, which he kept in a storage facility
due to guns not being allowed at his off-campus
apartment complex, The Verge on Jefferson
Commons Circle, police said.
Days after the interview, he bought a second gun:
a .308-caliber rifle.
The second gun “was particularly alarming” to
authorities, the university’s statement said, because
Sun had it modified to add a bipod and scope. He
also had purchased ammo for the gun, officials
said.
UCF police had already contacted the

U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives, as well as federal customs
and homeland security officials, who began
investigating, officials said.
According to the statement, both guns were
purchased legally, as federal law allows nonimmigrant visa holders to own firearms if they
also carry a hunting license, which Sun did. He
had been participating in an academic and cultural
program for international students at UCF.
Sun’s non-immigrant status was later revoked
due to an issue unrelated to his gun purchases: He
was not attending classes, but was required to do so
in order to maintain his visa, officials said.
Once his status was revoked, owning the guns
became illegal, the university said. Sun was taken
into custody Feb. 7 by federal agents for violating
the terms of his admission to the country and
potential violations of federal firearms laws,
according to the statement.
An immigration judge on March 21 ordered that
Sun be sent back to China.
He may not return to the United States for at
least 10 years, officials said.
“This is a case where successful communication
at every level of law enforcement may have
prevented another school tragedy,” said James C.
Spero, special agent in charge for the Tampa office
of Homeland Security Investigations, an arm of
Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
According to a U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement database, Sun on Thursday was being
held in the Baker County Detention Center in
Macclenny, a city in North Florida.

re-election, new Centre County
District Attorney Bernie Cantorna,
citing a conflict of interest, asked
the Attorney General’s Office to
take the case.
Attorney General Josh Shapiro
declined this month to press
aggravated assault charges
against the fraternity members,

but charged five of them with
involuntary manslaughter. In
addition to the 11 facing the
hearing Friday, three others
previously waived their right to a
preliminary hearing and were held
for trial. The 12 others charged
could face a preliminary hearing
in May.

New Apple iPad to compete with
Google Chromebook in schools
By Seung Lee

The Mercury News
Apple Tuesday announced an
iPad model priced as low as $299
aimed at students from elementary
school to college. The new 9.7-inch
iPads will be compatible with Apple
Pencil stylus, and will include Apple’s
second-latest processor chip and
support for over 200,000 education
apps, the company said Tuesday.
The iPad will be available starting
Tuesday at $299 for schools and $329
for consumers. Students also will get
a $10 discount for the Apple Pencil,
which costs $89. The price will be the
lowest for any iPad in the market.
The new iPad is a pushback to
the growing presence of Google
Chromebooks in classrooms across
the country. Chromebooks, which
can cost as little as $149 and support
Google’s software services such
as Google Docs and Drive, made
up more than half of all computer
shipments to K-12 classrooms in
the United States in 2017, according
to the data firm Futurebooks
Consulting.
Apple’s vice president of product
marketing, Greg Joswiak, said the
new iPad with its A10 Fusion chip
was “more powerful than most
PC laptops and virtually every

Chromebook.”
On Monday, Google announced
its Chrome OS tablet, made by Acer.
The tablet, like the new iPad, will sell
for $329 for consumers.
Apple unconventionally chose to
announce the new iPad outside of
its headquarters in Cupertino and
its past venues in San Jose and San
Francisco, hosting the product event
at Lane Tech High School in Chicago
instead. Chicago’s public school
district partnered with Apple last
December to teach nearly 500,000
students how to code using Swift,
Apple’s in-house coding language.
In addition to the new iPad,
Apple announced educational
apps that support augmented
reality, a technology that overlays
three-dimensional graphics on
top of real-world viewing. One
example displayed on stage was
the Froggipedia app, which allows
students to virtually dissect frogs
using an Apple Pencil.
Apple also updated its iWork
productivity apps such as Pages,
Numbers, and Keynote to support
Apple Pencil. Apple also announced
it will upgrade its free iCloud
offering from 5GB to 200GB for
students and that there will be a $49
stylus from Logitech that will work
with the new iPad.

World
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LA Times fact checks Donald Trump’s tweets about Mexico
By Kate Linthicum
Los Angeles Times

MEXICO CITY — President Donald Trump
unleashed a flurry of tweets Sunday and Monday
attacking Mexico on several fronts, including
immigration and the North America Free Trade
Agreement.
Trump tweeted on those topics seven times,
complaining about a “massive inflow of drugs and
people” at the border and claiming Mexico wasn’t
doing enough to halt the flow of migrants heading
to the United States. We fact-checked those and
other Trump claims to see what was true and what
was false.
Claim: Mexico is doing ‘nothing’ to stop
migrants from crossing Mexico’s southern border
False. While he was in office, former President
Barack Obama quietly pressured Mexico to step
up immigration enforcement along its southern
border. In response, in 2014 the Mexican
government announced a new “Southern Border
Program” aimed at increasing apprehensions and
deportations of migrants from Central America
and other parts of the world destined for the U.S.
The U.S. trained Mexican immigration agents
and donated surveillance towers and biometric
data equipment. Today, Mexico’s Mexican southern
border states of Chiapas, Oaxaca and Tabasco
resemble border communities of Arizona and
South Texas, with swarms of Mexican federal
agents, militarized highway checkpoints and raids
on hotels frequented by migrants.
Mexican authorities said they apprehended
more than 82,000 Central Americans last year.
Between October 2014 and May 2015, Mexico
detained more Central American migrants than
the U.S. Border Patrol.
Human rights observers say increased
immigration enforcement in Mexico has pushed
migrants to take riskier routes and do business
with powerful drug cartels that have entered the
business of human trafficking. Migrant rights
organizations in southern Mexico have also
documented rights abuses by Mexican police and
immigration agents, including incidents of agents,
who are supposed to be unarmed, using pellet guns
and electroshock weapons on migrants.
In response to Trump’s tweets, Mexican Foreign
Secretary Luis Videgaray fired off his own Twitter
missive Sunday.
“Every day Mexico and the U.S. work together
on migration throughout the region,” Videgaray
said. “Facts clearly reflect this.”

Claim: ‘Caravans’ of migrants are heading to the
U.S. border, ‘trying to take advantage of DACA’
Partly true.
There is indeed a large caravan of more than
1,000 Central American migrants currently
crossing Mexico, headed for the U.S. border. The
march was organized by a migrant advocacy group
called Pueblos Sin Fronteras (People Without
Borders) and was designed to draw awareness to
the plight of migrants fleeing violent countries, and
the dangers they face on the journey north.
Conservative groups and media outlets are
angry about the caravan, saying it flouts Mexican
and U.S. immigration laws. They point to reports
that border patrol agents on Mexico’s southern
border, apparently overwhelmed by the size of the
caravan, let it enter Mexico without questions.
But Trump is wrong in stating that “these big
flows of people are all trying to take advantage of
DACA.”
For one, a large number of the migrants
traveling in the caravan are fleeing violence and
plan to ask for asylum at the U.S. border. One
migrant traveling with the caravan, a Honduran
mother named Karen, told BuzzFeed News that
she and her children were forced to leave.
“The crime rate is horrible; you can’t live there,”
she said. “There were deaths, mobs, robbed homes.
Adults and kids were beaten up.”
Migrant advocates say many of those traveling
with the caravan are legally protected asylum
seekers and could ultimately win legal status in
the U.S. They point out that none of those in the
caravan would be eligible for DACA, or Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, the Obama-era
program that extended deportation protections to
a small number of immigrants who were brought
to the country illegally as children.
Migrants had to meet strict criteria to qualify
for DACA; among other requirements, they had to
prove that they had resided in the U.S. for at least
five years.
In another tweet about DACA on Monday,
Trump claimed that the program “is dead
because the Democrats didn’t care or act.” That’s
questionable, at best. Trump ordered an end to
DACA in September, calling on Congress to pass
a replacement. He has since rejected at least four
bipartisan immigration bills that would have
protected DACA recipients.
Claim: ‘Mexico is making a fortune on NAFTA’
This claim is ... complicated. The North
American Free Trade Agreement, which took
effect in 1994, eliminated most tariffs across

Lack of doctors in Venezuela
causes collapsed health system
By Antonio Maria
Delgado
El Nuevo Herald

Junior Rodriguez is used to
seeing death and violence up
close because he’s a doctor in
a public hospital in Venezuela,
one of the world’s most
dangerous countries.
But the violence has been
turning more personal for
Rodriguez and the rest of
the medical staff at the Dr.
Luis Razetti de Barcelona
University Hospital in the
eastern state of Anzoategui.
The staffers work under
constant death threats from
relatives or friends of patients,
some of them dangerous gang
members, if the patients die.
“Most of the time that’s the
doctor’s worst fear, that the
patient dies and the relatives
take it out on him,” Rodriguez
said in a telephone interview.
“The threat of harm if the
patient dies is always there.
We don’t have any kind of
protection. You treat a person
who turns out to be a criminal,
and if that person decides
to point a gun at you, there’s
nothing you can do.”
Rodriguez quit the hospital
months ago and wants to leave
Venezuela to escape the crime
and economic implosion
that has brought widespread
hunger to the oil-producing
country. He would join the
22,000 other doctors who
have fled, according to figures
from the Venezuelan Medical
Federation, or VMF.
The massive exodus of
one-third of all the doctors
in the country is accelerating
the collapse of a health system
already hammered by deep
shortages of medicines and
medical supplies.
Patients undergoing surgery
must sometimes bring their
own scalpels and more than
85 percent of basic medicines
are in short supply, meaning
that some patients have to go

to as many as nine pharmacies
to find them. The shortages
have been especially hard on
patients with chronic diseases
such as diabetes and high
blood pressure, and those who
need antibiotics or medicine
for AIDS.
Many medical professionals
have decided that they simply
cannot continue to work amid
threats and shortages, as well
as salaries that are often less
than $10 a month, not enough
to buy two chickens.
The government “has
condemned medical personnel
to a miserable salary that
is erased by inflation. For
doctors in public hospitals,
the salaries stand at about
$4 or $5 per month. That’s
for specialists,” said VMF
President Douglas Leon
Natera.
The medical brain drain
is being felt more acutely
in public hospitals, already
operating at levels comparable
only to the poorest countries,
with women sometimes giving
birth in waiting rooms and
wounded patients treated on
the floor.
Nearly half the doctors who
worked in public hospitals
have left the country, Leon
Natera said.
The impact of all those
factors has not been felt as
harshly in private clinics
because their staff members
earn better salaries and work
under better conditions. But
even that sector has started to
suffer from the shrinking pool
of medical personnel.
William Barrientos, a
doctor and vice president
of the Health Committee
of the legislative National
Assembly, said doctors who
leave Venezuela are welcome
in other Latin American
countries.
“There are 2,000 doctors
already working in Chile, and
another 1,842 on a waiting list
of doctors who want to work

there. There are about 2,346 in
Colombia and approximately
1,654 in Ecuador,” Barrientos
said in a telephone interview.
The options in the United
States are different, said
Rafael Gottenger, Miamibased president of the
Venezuelan American Medical
Association, because it’s
difficult for foreign doctors
to obtain U.S. certifications.
Many Venezuelans are
working as medical assistants
or have started different
careers.
Even so, few regret leaving
their country, especially as the
rising tide of street violence
flows deeper into hospitals
and other medical facilities.
Rodriguez said he knew of
three cases of violent attacks
on medical personnel. In one
case, gang members went
into an emergency room in
Caracas and ordered the staff
to turn their backs while they
stabbed to death four patients.
One doctor who did not obey
was beaten.
“When you see them come
inside, you know you have to
hide because there’s no telling
what can happen. There are no
police outside any more, and
the few that are out there run
away because many don’t even
have guns,” he said.
In another case, Rodriguez
said, criminals went to his
house to force him to treat a
relative, but he managed to
run away.
The lack of security at
the Razetti Hospital made
headlines in early March when
Dr. Pedro Quijada was stabbed
in the chest by thieves as he
arrived at work.
Quijada was lucky his
wound was not very deep
because a “surgery would
have run into a shortage of
anesthetics,” Oscar Nava,
president of the Society
of Internist and Resident
Doctors, wrote on his Twitter
account.
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People in Mexico watch as U.S. President Donald Trump tours the border wall prototypes
near the Otay Mesa Port of Entry in San Diego County, California on March 13.
the continent and resulted in an exodus of
manufacturing jobs south of the border.
In Trump’s view, NAFTA enriched Mexico at
the expense of Middle America. Many economists
have a much more nuanced view.
None of them dispute that the loss of factory
jobs hurt parts of the U.S., especially the Rust Belt.
But many experts say rapidly evolving technology,
along with competition with China, is more to
blame than NAFTA.
South of the border, free trade has helped
modernize Mexico by creating millions of jobs,
boosting investment flow and helping to diversify
the country’s manufacturing sector. Mexican
workers now help build a range of products
that include Whirlpool washing machines and
Bombardier jets.
But the Mexican government has kept
minimum wages extremely low, so that Mexico
remains attractive to manufacturers who might
otherwise be tempted to locate in China or
elsewhere in Asia. Since NAFTA went into effect,
there has been no change in the number of
Mexicans living below the poverty line, more than
half.
Claim: A border wall will stem a ‘massive inflow
of drugs and people’
This claim is disputable.
Trump has frequently claimed in the past that
historic numbers of migrants are crossing into the
U.S. illegally, but that’s not true.
Overall, migration across the U.S. southern
border is down from peak levels, and the number
of immigrants living in the U.S. without legal status
is falling.

What is changing is the demographics of those
illegally crossing the border. Central Americans are
increasingly making the trek, fleeing violence and
political instability in countries such as Honduras
and El Salvador. Meanwhile, the number of
Mexicans making the trek has fallen sharply. These
days, so few Mexicans are making the journey and
such large numbers of them are returning home,
that net migration from Mexico is at zero.
Trump thinks a border wall is the best way
to stop illegal migration and the flow of drugs,
especially opioids, that have created an epidemic of
addiction in parts of the country. But some studies
have shown that border enforcement doesn’t
actually stop migration, it just encourages migrants
to take riskier routes. The cost of being smuggled
into the U.S. was about $500 in the 1990s. Now,
cartels charge up to $8,000. After the construction
of a barrier along about 650 miles of the border,
migrant deaths rose.
Whether or not a longer border wall would
reduce the flow of illicit drugs into the U.S. is also
debatable. According to the Drug Enforcement
Administration, the majority of drugs enter the
U.S. through legal ports of entry, with traffickers
hiding them in passenger cars or tractor trailers.
Even drug tunnels might not be stopped by a
border wall, since they are built up to 70 feet
underground, and the foundation of the border
wall would likely be less than 10 feet deep.
Organized crime expert Vanda Felbab-Brown
wrote in a Brookings Institution report that the
high costs of a wall greatly outweigh any potential
benefits. “No matter how tall and thick a wall will
be,” she wrote, “illicit flows will cross.”
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It was clear a few months ago when the first episode of
“Enemy Within” dropped and my Bruce Wayne sat down in
the middle of a funeral to talk to a green-haired, pale-faced
man in purple named “John Doe,” that this was a very
different interpretation of the caped crusader than I had
been used to.
The first season of Telltale’s detective adventure had
issues, a lot of them, like decisions not actually mattering
(in traditional Telltale fashion), players not being given
the agency a playable text adventure deserves, and awful
performance on PS4 and Xbox One (resulting in a final
confrontation where Batman’s cape was a massive explosion
of polygons because it hadn’t rendered properly). I could
keep going, but for all its faults, it did manage to tell a
new story — a unique one — where the “World’s Greatest
Detective” had to balance relationships and his legacy in the
public eye. That story continues in this second season from
where it left off, giving us a Batman with renewed purpose
and the resources needed to take a bite out of Gotham’s
absolutely unbelievable crime rate.
Over the course of five episodes, we see Bruce’s resolve
tested, his relationships with characters like Alfred, Gordon
and Selina Kyle/Catwoman in question, and Batman’s fate
hanging in the balance with the introduction of Amanda
Waller’s “Agency,” a seedy government organization that
“doesn’t play by the rules.”

This series excels over its predecessor in almost every
way, with graphics finally being updated to fit a modern age,
complete with improved animations and more responsive
action sequences. Gone (thankfully) are the frame rate and
resolution issues that plagued the first series, replaced by
smooth character designs, better lighting and a better sense
of what art direction actually means.
However, even with all these changes, it seems that
writing a branching story that actually takes into account
all of the decisions a player makes is something that Telltale
simply cannot do. Players make split decisions every few
seconds during the narrative, but only a few actually matter.
Players may be presented with a “character will remember
this” icon, but they really won’t remember that. In fact, the
player probably won’t even remember that.
Curious with Telltale experiences as well is their ability
to make every decision the player makes the wrong one.
Never, under any circumstances, does the player actually feel
in control of the events that transpire. Every choice results
in some negative repercussion that absolutely could have
been avoided, but is played for cheap drama and flash to
get the player to feel something — anything — about these
characters.
“Batman: Enemy Within” is absolutely not a perfect game,
but it does manage to tell a uniquely satisfying story if you
can get past the flagrant Telltale-isms that plague
its 10+ hour runtime.
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