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Chances are, you’ve probably walked into academic buildings
on campus multiple times without thinking anything of it.
You’re simply on autopilot, walking around and following the
same paths each day that lead you to your classes.
But, have you ever thought about who the buildings were
named after?
All information was compiled from the books “Edinboro
University” by Dave Obringer, “Edinboro University: An
Adminstrative History” by Roy Strausbaugh, “A Portrait
of Edinboro” by Russell Vance and “A Building History of
Edinboro University” by Jennifer Boser. Additional information
can be found on the seventh floor of the Baron-Forness Library
in the university archives.
Here are the stories.
Baron-Forness Library
Named after: Justina Baron, Mildred Forness
Built in: 1976
Cost: $3,541,000
Both Justina Baron and Mildred Forness were librarians.
Forness began working as an assistant librarian in 1922 and
became head librarian in 1925. In 1960, she founded the library
science department. She retired in 1969. Baron began working
in 1925, retiring in 1966.
Forness sponsored the first sorority, Alpha Delta, in October
1928. She also used to drive students to church in Cambridge
Springs since there were not any Catholic churches in Edinboro.
Both Baron and Forness visited libraries all over the U.S. to
get ideas for what the Edinboro one should be like.
Butterfield Hall
Named after: Dr. Clair Butterfield
Built in: 1972
Cost: $1,872,000

Dr. Clair Butterfield
came to Edinboro
in the 1946-47
academic year. In
1966, university
president Dr.
Thomas
Miller
died

in
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his office. Dr. Harry Earlley took over, but died within a month.
Butterfield, chair of the education department at the
time, was named acting president.
In November 1967, he was named interim dean of student
affairs.
While he was acting president, Edinboro felt jinxed when the
plane Butterfield was flying hit a deer on the runway when it
landed in Bradford.
Louis C. Cole Auditorium
Named after: Louis C. Cole
Built in: 1941
Cost: $250,000
Louis Cole graduated from Edinboro in 1965 with a math
education degree. He taught for a few years before getting a job
in Silicon Valley in 1969. He became president of CXI in 1983
and then president and CEO of Legato Systems in 1989.
The building, originally named Memorial Hall, listing the
names of students who entered the service during WWII, was
dedicated to Cole at Fall Convocation and Founders’ Day in
2003.
Compton Hall
Named after: Margaret Compton
Built in: 1940
Named in: 1947
Margaret Compton graduated from the Northwestern
Normal School in 1866 and taught science courses there from
1868 to 1892. She was fired by the Council of Trustees, along
with five other professors, in 1892 for supporting Joseph
Cooper (see more about Cooper below) during his trial.
Compton Hall originally housed the department of
education, which was a laboratory school with six grades and
kindergarten.
Cooper Science Center
Named after: Joseph A. Cooper
Built in: 1965
Cost: $692,000
Joseph Cooper came to the Northwestern State Normal
School in 1861. He was offered the principalship in 1863. His
salary was $1 for every student for each term. He also built
what is known as the president’s house, and he campaigned for
money for a library.
He eventually was forced to resign because of charges against
him regarding mishandling of university money and other
university-related matters.
In March 1887, Cooper was charged with “charges of
mismanagement and unauthorized expenditures.” The State
Legislative Committee looked into the charges for a long while,
and concluded that they could not find enough evidence to
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confirm Cooper acted inappropriately.
Eventually, in 1892 the Trustees voted to oust the president
and find a successor. He was accused of ordering books under
the school’s name and giving them to his son to sell in his
bookstore, falsifying which classes were taught in 1892, forcing
a professor to make a false report as to what classes he taught
and lying in financial reports about the use of money.
Many students supported Cooper and were upset at the
charges, and Cooper was excommunicated from the university
in 1892. Additionally, members of the community collected
funds for Cooper’s legal defense. In 1911, the Board of Trustees
released a motion that said since Cooper’s firing without notice
was “irregular,” they did not stand behind the minutes of the
board, claiming they rescinded the dismissal motion.
Crawford Center
Named after: Clarence C. Crawford
Built in: 1940
Named in: 1942
Clarence C. Crawford was the principal of Normal School.
He began as a vice principal and instructor in mathematics in
1918 and began as principal of the Normal School in 1922. In
1929, they changed from the Normal School to the Teachers
College, making Crawford the first official president of the
Edinboro State Teachers College.
He resigned in June 1934, but taught social studies until
May 1940. Crawford did not contribute money to his Teachers
Retirement Fund and instead used the money to help students
and faculty. A man collected money from former students so
Crawford would have pension. He died in 1942.
The very last men’s intercollegiate basketball game was played
in Crawford in December 1970, right as McComb Fieldhouse
opened.
Dearborn Hall
Named after: Ned H. Dearborn
Built in: 1965
Cost: $1,166,000
Ned Dearborn graduated from Edinboro Normal School
in 1912 and was vice president and president of the National
Safety Council.
Dearborn Hall was originally a women’s dorm and housed
the Dean of Women’s Office. The dorm housed 300 students
and had lounges, study areas, recreation and rooms. It housed
men in 1965-66 and then women in 1966.
Diebold Center for the Performing Arts
Named after: Foster Diebold
Foster Diebold served as university president from 1979 to
1996. He was one of three presidential recommendations in
1979, and ultimately he was picked to be president.
During his presidency, he had Reeder Hall, Biggers
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Department chair and faculty members gave awards at EU’s 2018 Convocation ceremony.

2018 Convocation awards
students, faculty, scholars
By Hannah McDonald
News Editor

Scholarly members of the Edinboro
University community were honored
Friday at the University Academic Honors
Convocation ceremony.
“We have come together this afternoon
for our most prestigious ceremony as a
university, outside of commencement itself,”
Dr. Stacie Wolbert, interim dean of students
and associate provost, said as she welcomed
the crowd which filled Louis C. Cole
Auditorium.
Members of the Edinboro Honor’s College,
academic department award winners, ROTC
cadets, Academic Honors Society members
and outstanding scholar athletes were all
honored.
“It’s a pleasure to join other members
of the Edinboro University community
today in recognizing the accomplishments
of our students and faculty members who
embody our commitment to excellence and
individual achievement,” Interim Edinboro
University President Dr. Michael Hannan
said.
Dr. Paul Rovang was the faculty speaker,
who was awarded EU’s Scholar of The Year in
2017. He has been part of the department of
English and philosophy since 1995.
Following Rovang’s speech, students who
will graduate and wear honors stoles at
commencement were recognized. Summa
Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude and Cum
Laude awards were also given to students.
Outstanding students in academic
departments were honored, as well. The
Outstanding Departmental Graduate
Award is a red honor cord which is worn at
graduation.
Timothy W. Meyers, Christopher Qyesiku
and Dr. Carmen Quatman were honored
with the distinguished alumni awards before
Hannan invited faculty members to return
to the stage for the final awards of the
ceremony.
“I would like to extend congratulations
and thanks also to our distinguished faculty
members whom we are honoring with our
faculty member, scholar and advisor of the
year awards this afternoon,” Hannan said.

Dr. Tim Thompson was honored as the
Faculty Member of The Year. Thompson,
who is chair of the communications,
journalism and media department, joined
Edinboro faculty nearly three decades ago
in 1990. He is the founder of the Edinboro
University Highland Games and Scottish
Festival. Thompson continues to use this
event to celebrate Edinboro’s heritage and as
a hands-on learning experience for students
in his classes.
“Dr. Thompson describes his learning
style as using active strategies within highimpact practices to provide students a rich
educational experience,” Wolbert said.
Earning the award for Scholar of The
Year was Dr. Robert Hass of the English
and philosophy department. “Dr. Hass
is a respected national and international
authority on the work of American poet
Robert Frost,” Wolbert said.
Dr. Lenore Barbian came forward when
honored as the Advisor of The Year. Barbian
has been a member of Edinboro University’s
department of criminal justice, anthropology
and forensic studies since 2006.
“She is a fellow of Edinboro University’s
Institute for Forensic Sciences, which
she co-founded with colleagues in 2014,”
Wolbert said. Barbian has also served as a
curator for the National Museum of Health
and Medicine in Washington D.C. and as a
physical anthropologist with the American
Museum of Natural History in New York
City.
Wolbert continued, “Her message to
students is that success requires persistence
and in the face of setbacks, she tries to
identify and share strategies that will help
them succeed.”
As Barbian leaves this message with her
students, Hannan also had a sentiment that
soon-to-be graduates could take with them
following commencement on May 12.
“Through talent and hard work, our
honorees have all truly excelled,” Hannan
said. “You have all made us extremely proud.”
Hannah McDonald
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Jayden Moffa is a concussion-awareness advocate and beauty queen.

Beauty queen advocates for
greater concussion awareness
By Shayma Musa
Voices Editor

Jayden Moffa is many things: college
student, daughter, beauty queen — but since
her sophomore year of high school, she’s also
been an advocate for baseline concussion
testing. That’s because Moffa, who’s now a
sophomore in college, was the victim of an
undiagnosed concussion.
“I’ve had two concussions,” Moffa said.
“My first concussion started my sophomore
year of high school; I was in a routine gym
class and I ended up getting hit to the chin
with a soccer ball. So, I went to the nurse
and I had some redness, and she looked at
it and said, ‘it’s okay, not a big deal, just go
home, take a nap and let it rest off, and I
listened.”
Initially, Moffa said during her lecture on
campus April 17, everything seemed fine,
she went through the week and two more
months and felt fine.
“Two months in, I started having
migraines, like to the point where I’m in the
fetal position and rocking back and forth.
An Advil won’t touch it, a Tylenol won’t
touch it, nothing I’m doing is helping. My
mom and I went to the doctor and he said:
‘Oh it’s hormonal, just shake it off and you’ll
be fine. You’ll grow out of it.’ We agreed
because we didn’t know any better. So, we
listened, and we went home, and we just
took care of things like we normally would.”
It would be 14 months before Moffa knew
that what she was experiencing was not in
fact just a “hormonal shift.”
“Six months after the hit, my vision
started going. I couldn’t see out of my right
eye; it looked like someone put a blurry
piece of paper in front of my eye and then
just didn’t remove it.”
As her vision worsened, Moffa said that
she and her mother sought the help of an eye
doctor, who referred her to a specialist, who
diagnosed her with a learning disability.
“I was diagnosed with ocular motor
dysfunction disability. Which means that
I have issues with sentences. I’ll jump
from sentence one to sentence four,” she
explained.
Moffa says that everything finally clicked
after she was diagnosed with a concussion.
All the symptoms she was experiencing —
the headaches, learning disability and vision
issues — stemmed from her concussion.
Frustration was the unifying theme of
Moffa’s speech. According to her, so many
different medical specialists, educators and
therapists bounced her around without
realizing what was wrong.
A concussion is caused when the brain
rattles in the head and hits the skull due to
a hit shaking the body or a hit to the head.
Most concussions, termed mild-traumatic
brain injuries (mTBIs), should heal within
one to five weeks, according to Weill Cornell
Medicine. Post-concussion syndrome
(PCS), though, can impair a concussion
patient long after the injury has healed.
BrainSTEPS is a program funded through
the Pennsylvania Departments of Health

and Education. The program aims to train
Pennsylvania schools to create educational
plans for students following a brain injury.
Currently, the program’s goal is to have a
BrainSTEPS team in all 500 of Pennsylvania’s
school districts. At the time of this article,
there are currently 30 teams. Each team
is made up of education professionals,
medical rehabilitation specialists and family
members.
“I went from a 4.0 GPA, to a 2.3 GPA in
the span of a year. I graduated high school
by the skin of my teeth just because I was
lucky to hold on to the little bit that I had
in myself to keep going and pushing. I was
placing a lot of blame on myself. I didn’t
understand why my grades where slipping.
I had to fight to get into a meeting with my
principals, teachers, and psychologists to be
on a 504 plan,” Moffa said.
A 504 plan is a document that allows for
modifications to the normal lesson plan for
students with disabilities.
“I didn’t look sick because concussions are
invisible. I fought and fought and that was
really frustrating because you have so many
different people assuming so many different
things about you when you don’t even know
what’s wrong with you,” she said.
Moffa’s case is the exception though,
according to Carol Buckleitner,
BrainSTEPS team leader at IU5. “From
my understanding, most school nurses
that I’ve crossed paths with have master
level training. They’re good at looking at
concussions and following protocol. Nine
times out of 10 they will want to get a doctor
involved,” she said at the event.
Moffa argued throughout her presentation
that if baseline concussion tests are made
mandatory and then paired with the
physicals that students already go through to
go to school, then the risk of students who
are not athletes having to go through Moffa’s
experience is reduced.
The state of Pennsylvania doesn’t require
baseline concussion testing, instead, it is the
responsibility of the school per the Saftey
in Youth Sports Act of 2011. Additionally,
coaches are trained to identify concussions.
Funding, Moffa said, is not an issue
because most schools already have the
equipment for a concussion test to be
performed if they have a sports program.
Moffa is currently a college sophomore,
and said although it’s been hard, she has
worked at dealing with her symptoms: she
has a planner for everything, she wears
sunglasses while driving so the glare
doesn’t hurt her eyes, and she makes sure
to let professors know that she will need
accommodations before it becomes an issue.
This summer, Moffa will be competing
for the title of Miss Pennsylvania 2018 in the
Miss America pageant with the platform of
“Raising Awareness about Concussions.”
Despite her difficulties Moffa calls herself,
“one of the lucky ones.”
Shayma Musa
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Doctor and alumna lectures on
medical research performed
By Rick Chernicky
Staff Writer

Dr. Cynthia Rebar, a former
professor in the science
department at Edinboro
University, introduced Dr.
Carmen Quatman in Wiley
107 on April 19. Rebar began
the lecture by addressing
the credentials of Quatman,
who serves as an orthopedic
trauma surgeon at Ohio State
University Wexner Medical
Center.
“Her interests include
muscle skeletal injury
prevention and surgical
outcomes across the aging
spectrum. Dr. Quatman’s
research projects have resulted
in 45 published manuscripts
and over 60 presentations in
professional meetings. She
has also been an investigator
on a nationally-funded NIH
(National Institutes of Health)
grant, $2.5 million, evaluating
knee injury biomechanics,” said
Rebar.
Quatman completed her
M.D. Ph.D. program at the
Toledo College of Medicine,
however her career in the
medical field began at
Edinboro where she completed
her bachelor’s degree in biology
and pre-med. Quatman
graduated in 2002.
“Dr. Quatman has also
received numerous and

prestigious awards for her
research. Dr. Quatman’s
educational and professional
experiences are very
impressive, including her
work at Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital and Orthopedic
Surgery Residency at the Ohio
State University.”
Quatman then transitioned
into her speech on leveraging
technology to impact surgical
patients as Rebar guided the
audience’s attention in her
direction.
“For those of you who
don’t know me very well,
I have a little bit of a flaw
[and] it’s called shining object
syndrome. I love to go after
everything. I am so curious,
and I think it has driven me.
The hard part is when you
get into your real career,
[then] they actually make you
accountable for those string of
thoughts, and if you want to
get promoted, you have to tie
them together. I wasn’t quite
sure how to sell that as I was
moving up to be in NIH when
I applied for grants, so this talk
gave me a little bit of clarity on
that too,” she said.
Quatman then spoke of ACL
injuries, fragility fractures and
operating room traffic, and
the importance of integrating
technology into modern
medicine. When speaking of

her work in 2008, Quatman
underlined the ambiguity of
ACL and MCL injuries and
how studying those particular
injuries were difficult to discern
from one another.
“We had a really interesting
journey in how to study this.
One of the major ways to
study biomechanics is bringing
people into a laboratory and
watch how they move in space,”
said Quatman as she presented
a visual aid through the
auditorium’s projector.
Video analysis with the
incorporation of computer
modules to create injury
simulations are used to give
feedback on these types of
injuries, a method which
Quatman said took her 34
studies to figure out.
“We were trying to describe
how to study this from a
multimode perspective, so we
had to give it a term because it
wasn’t out there, so we created
a word named sim. It is now
published and people actually
cite it,” said Quatman.
The Edinboro graduate
provided more examples
regarding her work and
concluded the speech with
a Q&A among students and
faculty.
Rick Chernicky
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Dr. Carmen Quatman, an EU alumna, lectures to a full house in Wiley Hall, room 107.

Walking out: A national
movement’s impact on Edinboro
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor

A group of senior Edinboro University
sociology students took part in National Walkout
Day on April 20, which honors the now 19th
anniversary of the shooting at Columbine High
School. At 10 a.m., students across the nation
walked out of their classrooms to stand in
remembrance of the 13 students killed during
Columbine. This comes only a month after the
#Enough National School Walkout planned by
the Women’s March that took place on March 14.
The Edinboro sociology capstone class, taught
by Dr. Lee Williams, started the semester out
by seeing what issues were “palpable in our
current social dynamic,” said English writing and
sociology major Patrick Broadnax. Sociology
club, or Edinboro Rising, came together to
plan the gathering “as a show for support and a
moment to empower our peers to use their voices
for positive change.”
“We planned this because it was something
that the youth took fire to, so it was something
[where] we could stand behind and support
them,” senior sociology major Hannah Williams
said. “It was important to all of us to stand behind
young activists.”
During the walkout, the students met at the
Fighting Scot statue next to the Pogue Student
Center, where they had set up signs
and displays honoring the 17
people who were killed at
Stoneman Douglas High
School during the shooting
on Feb. 14.
The students had set out a
pair of shoes for each Stoneman
Douglas student, accompanied
by a picture and short biography.
Additionally, Edinboro student Abby
Woodell, who organized Edinboro’s
previous participation in the National
School Walkout on March 20, read Emily
Dickinson’s poem “Hope is the thing with
feathers” aloud. She also listed facts and
statistics about gun laws and gun violence
in America.
Broadnax read a poem titled “April 20th,
2018,” while a few bystanders looked on. Some
people stopped to read the various displays.
According to the National School Walkout
website, the walkout is: “a movement powered
and led by students across the country. We’re
protesting congressional, state, and local failures

to take action to prevent gun violence.”
“After the shooting in Parkland, Florida
and the repetition of gun violence occurring
in schools and elsewhere, we saw this boom of
America’s youth coming together to say ‘never
again,’ [and] that something has to change
because we cannot keep having generations of
kids grow to inherit the trauma of gun violence,”
Broadnax said.
The website also stated there were over 2,600
walkouts planned for April 20.
“This isn’t a trend or a moment,” Broadnax
said. “When you hear these young people speak,
you can hear and feel their passion, even if their
voice shakes — especially if their voice shakes.
I think it (return of revolutionary energy) has
some in power a bit scared, but this is not the first
time young people have had to pull this country
ahead in its social evolution, and I doubt it will
be the last.”
Williams also spoke of that energy. “The cause
to me means a lot, but I think my big take-home
is that kids are so empowered and I am so proud
to be behind something that they have created,
believe in, and deserve.”
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Kim Zimmer participated in the 46th annual WPUPC on April 14.

Edinboro student awarded first place
at regional psychology conference
By Dakota Palmer
Executive Editor

A group of Edinboro University students
took part in the 46th Western Pennsylvania
Undergraduate Psychology Conference (WPUPC)
at Penn State Behrend on April 14. One student
even walked away with a first place award for her
research.
“It’s (WPUPC) a scholarly but friendly
environment, so it’s good for those who have
completed their one and only research project,
as well as for future scientists who want to give
their first presentation to a supportive audience
before going to an international conference with
30,000 attendees (as many of my students do),”
said Edinboro psychology professor Dr. Peter
McLaughlin.
McLaughlin supervised three research
projects presented, including senior psychology
major Kimberly Zimmer’s first place research
on acetylcholine and divided attention. The
psychology students present research and results
at conferences for many reasons, McLaughlin
said, and many present as a requirement for the
capstone psychology course.
Zimmer said she came across the idea for
her project after she found out McLaughlin had
similar interests in neuroscience as she did. When
she reached out, he was already partially planning
a project involving rats, so Zimmer thought this
would be a good opportunity to see if this was
“something I could find passion in.”
“Kim Zimmer has been a great student to work
with,” McLaughlin said. “My lab is very collegial,
and top-quality students like Kim work together
to create and analyze a set of data that helps us
understand how we think. Kim’s work spoke
directly to the impact of increased distractions in
our modern lives and how we have limited ability
to process information.”
In regard to her prize, Zimmer said “it was a
huge surprise” to her.
“I have never done something like this before,

but it honestly felt awesome to be able to get up
in front of a large crowd and articulate something
that I’ve spent the last two semesters doing,” she
explained. “This was the only real conference I’ve
been to where it was also a competition. However,
I didn’t know that it was a competition until they
said that I won!”
McLaughlin said he calls his research facultystudent research. While some professors simply
provide some guidance on student research,
McLaughlin’s lab “makes real discoveries, meaning
the project Kim presented might be published in a
scientific journal.”
“It’s more collaborative and doesn’t simply end
when one question is answered.”
McLaughlin went on to say that Zimmer’s
project has already led to a collaboration with
another psychology professor, Dr. Wayne Hawley,
where they’re looking at the cognitive effects of sex
hormones.
“I’d guess one thing that impressed the
judges was her ability to present some advanced
neuroscience in very plain terms to students and
faculty with diverse interests,” McLaughlin said.
In that regard, he said he works with his
students on knowing their audiences so they can
convey their facts successfully.
“Faculty from schools all over western
Pennsylvania really tested the limits of her
knowledge, and approached her more like a Ph.D.
student, not like an undergraduate,” McLaughlin
said. “But that’s the level where my students are,
and it is apparent to other scholars.”
He continued: “One of my proudest moments
was when a student was looking for a Ph.D.
program and was told by a potential graduate
mentor that she was already doing the work of
a mid-level doctoral student. My students who
engage in research are almost over prepared
for the next level, if they want to be scientists in
psychology or neuroscience.”
Dakota Palmer
eupnews.spectator@gmail.com
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Professional wrestling themed thesis show hits Bates

Shane Eugene Allen’s thesis show, “Foam of Bubbling Fluorescent
Muscle” ran from April 16 to April 20. The show consisted of 101 images
of wrestling made from “craft paints, inks, cheap surfaces, Loveland
debris and ancient basement artifacts.” Allen is an art student at
Edinboro.
All photos by Livia Homerski.

My ‘Foam of Bubbling Fluorescent Muscle’ exemplifies the passionate
ambivalence I feel towards professional wrestling, art and so many
things. These confused and cursed works embody both the dissatisfaction
that comes from being totally saturated with entertainment, as well as
the cheap pleasure of seeing someone get dangerously and repeatedly
suplexed.

— Shane Eugene Allen, Artist Statement
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J. Cole

Post Animal

Kimbra

“K.O.D.”

“When I Think of You in a Castle”

“Primal Heart”

This wildly anticipated J. Cole album did not
disappoint. As a new listener, it was good
enough to push my exploration of his older
works.

“When I Think of You In a Castle” is an energetic
album that pays homage to some of the most
engaging riffs in both classic and psychedelic rock.
The writing, though, both lyrically and musically,
has a long way to go before considered original.

Kimbra’s record is reflective of her growth as an
artist thus far, but also reflects how she still has
room to grow.

Standout tracks: “Once an Addict,” “ATM”
& “The Cut Off (ft. kiLL edward).”

Standout tracks: “Gelatin Mode,” “Castle”
& “One Thing.”

Standout track: “Everybody Knows”
& “Light Years.”

‘The Fantasticks’ makes its ‘Boro debut
By Livia Homerski
Arts Editor

“The Fantasticks,” the musical
written by Harvey Schmidt and Tom
Jones in the 1950s, was brought to life
in Diebold Performing Arts Center at
Edinboro University this past weekend.
The musical is based on a play called
“The Romancers” (“Les Romanesques”)
by French playwright Edmond Rostand
and is a story of two fathers — also
neighbors — who hatch false feuds in
order to get their children to fall in love.
The show began with the actors and
actresses coming out of the curtains
and putting on their signature clothing
items: Hucklebee with his red striped
shorts, Bellomy with his matching green
striped shorts, Luisa with the special
necklace of her mother’s, and Matt’s
vest. A character called “The Mute”
handed each of the characters their
items.
The character of The Mute (Macee
Parker) didn’t have any lines, as the
name would imply, but she served as an
integral part of the show. She was the
wall dividing the families, a protector,
a stonemason, and an effects specialist
— scattering confetti in the air during
“Round and Round,” along with silver
paper when it rained.
Luisa (Mary Lindeman) was
thoroughly emotive throughout the
play, performing the part of a teenage
girl gone insane. Her face scrunched
often with emotions of bliss, naivety and
anger, adding to the amusing and overthe-top nature of “The Fantasticks.”
When asked how Lindeman got
into her wide-eyed character, she said:

“I just had to go back to my middle
school days when I thought everything
was awesome and I still liked books
of romance and things like that. I just
regressed from there.”
Her equally lovesick counterpart
of Matt (Joey Asti) was just about
as washed up and naive as she was,
complete with a hopeful eyebrow
lift plastered across his forehead and
cheerful singing.
The fathers of the two formulated
lovers were Hucklebee (Edinboro
professor Bill Hunter) and Bellomy
(Gregory Moore), and although they
appeared to be opposites, it was clear
they were both branches of the same
kumquat tree. When asked how he got
into character, Moore stated, “Well, I’m
kind of a mom at home to begin with,
so making myself a dad wasn’t that
hard.”
The two patriarchs remained in sync
throughout their musical numbers,
especially during “Never Say No,”
nodding to each other in rhythm and
crossing their legs in perfect time.
“I’ve listened to the soundtrack of
‘The Fantasticks’ since I was 18, and I’ve
always loved that song,” said Hunter of
the number.
El Gallo, (Gavin Dewey) the allknowing and charming bandit, served
as both the narrator of the show and
antagonist to the two families. He broke
the fourth wall often, even entering
where the audience was seated and
performing a monologue amongst the
playgoers.
“I just thought of a guy that tried to
control everything. He knows what’s
going to happen five steps in advance,

so he wants to make sure everything
goes to planned.”
His assistants, the decrepit but bawdy
duo of Morticia (Abigail Delk) and
Henry (Ryan Beichner) also served as
comical show stealers, emerging from
a chest on stage-right and donning
absurd, antiquated costumes. From
Morticia’s old bird wheezing, to
Henry’s tired monologues recalling the
classical plays of Shakespeare, their
performances are juxtaposed against the
show’s dry humor, and the duo made
their limited stage time seem expanded.
Diane Foust, the music director,
played piano as the sole accompaniment
to the vocals in the musical. Her playing
truly pushed the music along, and she
delivered a knockout performance,
especially during songs “Round and
Round” and “They Were You.”
Hunter said about the music, “I
always loved the music because it’s
simple but moves the plot along very,
very well.”
“The Fantasticks,” was directed by
Shaun Taylor and will have another
run at 7:30 p.m. on April 26-28. There’s
an additional showing at 2:30 p.m. on
April 28.
General admission is $10, while $5
for EU faculty, staff, non-EU students
and senior citizens, and $3 for EU
students.
“It’s an old show that was written in
the ‘60s and is almost a little bit meta
for the time I guess, but I think it’s
different and people would be surprised
by it,” said Dewey.
Livia Homerski
ae.spectator@gmail.com

By Natalie Wiepert

Managing Editor | Digital
When thinking back to what album “changed my life,” I’ll admit
I found it hard to pick just one. Growing up in the post ‘90s era,
the first thing that came up was “Nevermind.” And although it’s
a great record, and worthy of this life-altering distinction, I felt
I had to go with the album that made me fall in love with the
broad range of music I listen to now. I wound up with a sort of
pretentious, but ultimately fitting choice, “Disintegration” by The
Cure.
How I found this record was probably the same way any other
12-year-old growing up in the early 2000s would’ve discovered a
gem from the ‘80s — my parents. Actually, I distinctly remember
stealing the CD off their bookshelf. (Unless you’re my mom
reading this, I never took things without asking).
I think most people can relate to the feeling of music being there
for you in a way that the people around you can’t be. I sought out
this record at a time when I felt alone. It was nice having this music
here with me, not necessarily to know I’m not alone, but to be able
to deal with it.
This album predictably led me straight into the likes of
Depeche Mode and The Smiths. But, I believe in a way it led me
to everything I hold close to my heart in regard to current music,
as well.
I think it opened me up to music I may not have listened to
otherwise. If it wasn’t for this record, I might have been stuck in
my post-punk days forever.
I fell in love with “Fascination Street” on a deeper level than
just enjoying a song. There’s a lot of emotion here that hasn’t
been matched in the same way with other music. Then there’s my
favorite track, “Prayers For Rain,” which is the perfect combination
of loneliness and despair, my favorite emotions.
Many people view this record as darker and more depressing
than the rest of The Cure’s discography, and I guess that’s true,
but tracks like “Pictures Of You” and “Lovesong” were actually
uplifting and hopeful to me.
It may be a bit of a stretch to say I wouldn’t be who I am today
without “Disintegration,” but it was the foundation for my passion
for a variety of music. It was the gateway to other alternative genres
that would have me going to concerts in other cities, to meet other
people and to connect using music as the central point. When I
think of this album, I think of all the incredible things, places and
people I have seen with this as the soundtrack in my headphones.
It has made an impact on me and
will likely serve as a gateway to other
music in the future.
Natalie Wiepert
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Photo: Livia Homerski

‘The Fantasticks’ is a tale of young love and coming to terms with the harsh realities of life beyond a wall.

Robert Smith of The Cure.
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Review: Edinboro alum Jason Kane’s ‘Deep Sky Objects’
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Contributed Photo

‘Deep Sky Objects’ was captivating and interesting.

“Deep Sky Objects” is a collection
of short stories written by Edinboro
University alum, Jason Kane.
Stories you’ll want to seek out
within the collection include “Exits,”
“Jeopardy!,” “Dig (the First Drought)”
and “The Receiver.”
“Exits” and “Jeopardy!” are about
relationships gone wrong and the
impact they have.
“Dig” is about two brothers dealing
with their family secrets in the ways
they think best, while “The Receiver”
is about a psychic in the afterlife. “The
Receiver” is certainly a favorite with the
pictures painted in the story and the
description of the psychic’s life sure to
have you wishing for more details about
him afterwards.
The way many of the stories end
remind you that while the tales focus
on relationships going wrong, death,
traveling or a mixture of all three,
the thing that connects them all is
humanity. More specifically, what

connects them is showing humanity
for what it is, as people struggle to deal
with what they have to go through.
The detail put into them is admirable,
so while some of these stories are a few
pages long, the author still manages to
intricately describe the setting and what
is going on. “The Receiver” is incredibly
detailed, for example, painting the
picture of an afterlife and this eccentric
character. The story shows the character
of the psychic and how they chose to
present themselves, which wasn’t always
how they wanted to.
You become more familiar with the
variety of characters as you picture what
setting they find themselves in, whether
on purpose or not.
The drawback to this collection of
stories is that, as they are different
stories, the formatting varies from piece
to piece. Some of the stories follow
a different format because they are
more poetic than prose, or are written
as letters, but the stories in which the
formatting equals long paragraphs can
be hard to read.

Occasionally, the stories read more
like a thesis than pure entertainment,
but you could easily argue all are
narratives on how humanity copes.
What stands out the most about this
book is that you never really find the
happiness popular books today present.
Instead, you find yourself questioning
the characters and yourself. You’ll find
yourself in some of the characters, and
you’ll wonder how you’d react if you
were thrown into their lives.
The book presents stories of people
struggling to find themselves, to find
answers or even to find happiness.
This book will be one you’ll want to
revisit in the future to see what you get
out of it a second time around. And it
seems to be one that tells the struggles
people go through — it also reminds
you that people aren’t as happy as they
seem. In its presenting of that struggle,
it draws you in and makes you examine
your own life and coping habits.
Erica Burkholder
ae.spectator@gmail.com

Cast of ‘Westworld’ on parallels of #MeToo movement in season 2
By Chris Barton

Los Angeles Times
A surprising thing happened in the year
and a half since the first season of “Westworld”
confounded and attracted viewers with its
knotted story of a futuristic android uprising at
a patriarchal Western theme park.
At the center of the revolt on different fronts
were “hosts” Dolores (Evan Rachel Wood)
and Maeve (Thandie Newton), both of whom
suffered horrific abuse and menace in carrying
out their duties catering to the park’s wealthy,
pleasure-seeking male patrons. With the arrival
of the second season, the show’s vision of a
dark, cynical tomorrow has moved past its
source material’s roots of sci-fi entertainment
to resemble a troubling reflection of what’s
happening in the country’s political and
cultural divides, as well as its #MeToo moment.
“It’s even more relevant now. Absolutely,”
says Wood, dressed in a bright blue suit during
a recent junket at a Beverly Hills hotel. In the
first season, Dolores, a rancher’s daughter who
is one of the longest-serving “hosts” in the park,
has the simple optimism of her programming
shattered and winds up as a leader in a robot
revolution.
“It certainly adds extra weight to Season
2, because Season 2 is very much about the
revolution and about the oppressed coming to
take their power back,” says Wood. “I think it
could be a metaphor for any kind of oppressed
group of people or minority.”
Her co-star, however, is less convinced. In
a separate interview, Newton, who plays the
world-weary brothel madam Maeve, pauses
upon being asked about the show’s topicality
in a changing world. She finally says, “The role
was the role regardless.”

That’s Happening
But Newton also sees a metaphor in the
show’s conceit: “We’re talking about what
happens in Westworld stays in Westworld, and
you can go and you can (sleep with) whoever
you want, you can shoot whoever you want, you

can rape whoever you want. That’s happening
right now in the world.”
“I know without a doubt that we are not
using rape as wallpaper, like some shows do,
OK?” she says, her voice quickening. “I’m not
being specific about which because it would
not be good for my career, but do we have
a responsibility? Well, it turns out we don’t
because nobody really applies that sense of
responsibility. But I think (creators Jonathan
Nolan and Lisa Joy) do.”
The husband-and-wife creators are following
up on the same objective this season that they
had from the start, riffing on science fiction and
western touchstones that flavored its source
material (both the Michael Crichton novel
and its 1973 film adaptation) while not being
beholden to it.
In the first season, the dotted line
connection to the film was drawn from its most
recognizable figure - Yul Brynner’s gunslinging
cowboy in black - but the show’s penchant for
upending expectations was vividly illustrated
with the character shifting from a murderous
robot to a murderous human, portrayed by Ed
Harris.
And instead of being about a glitch that leads
to violence akin to “Jurassic Park,” “Westworld”
is more about the chaotic first steps of a new
species.
“This is where our story was always going,”
Nolan says when asked if the current climate
had any impact on their writing. “It’s a Western,
but it’s also told from the perspective of, in
video game terms, the nonplayer characters.
You’re dealing with the characters who have
been marginalized within the world of the park
itself. It’s about Maeve, and it’s about Dolores.”
Of course, one of the most talked about and controversial - ways “Westworld” told that
story involved overlapping timelines, one with
Harris’ Man in Black seeking an answer to the
world’s puzzle while tormenting Dolores (he
rapes her in the pilot episode), and the other
with his younger self (Jimmi Simpson), who

Photo: Tribune News Service

The second season of ‘Westworld’ is more reflective of the current political times.
was in love with Dolores.

Didn’t Know When
The series blurred the line easily from
scene to scene, a disorienting choice that was
anchored by the never-aging Dolores. The
conceit was finally revealed in the season finale,
frustrating some viewers who had thought
there was only a single narrative.
Shuffling timelines is a familiar move for
Nolan, who was in college when he wrote
the amnesia-shaded short story that inspired
his brother Christopher’s breakthrough film,
“Memento.” But like that movie, the choice
in “Westworld” was more than a structural
gambit.
“It was rooted in the lens from which
our protagonists saw their world,” says Joy,
seated on a sofa next to Nolan. “They did
not understand when they were, you know?
They didn’t even understand that they didn’t
understand when they were.
“We didn’t plot it out like, ‘And then we’ll
be like “Gotcha!”’ It came from a place of
naturalism and trying to build empathy for
these characters.”
Of course, now that the black hat is out of
the bag, Nolan and Joy don’t get to use the
effect again, right?
Nolan shifts in his seat with a sly smile. “Do
you?”
Both are cagey about the new season,
allowing that a new park- the Kurosawainspired Shogun World, which was teased in
the last season finale- will emerge (a recently
launched web-site “Delos Destinations”
showed four more still-hidden worlds that are
part of the park’s corporate family) and that
viewers will see the world outside the parks as
well.
The series places such a premium on secrecy
that the cast often found itself in the dark
during production. Wood remembers working
on scenes for episodes she hadn’t yet read
without knowing what happened leading up
to them, a challenge she called “a crazy acting
exercise.”
“I’m starting to think they’re doing to us
what they talk about doing to the guests in

‘Westworld,’” she says with a grin, “where they
strip you down to your primal self and create
a sense of urgency so that you’re your most
honest.”
Though Nolan describes a Season 2 led by a
self-aware Dolores as “playing cards up” as far
as what the audience understands, he still holds
them close to the vest.
In April, he had a little fun when he teased
on Reddit that he would release some spoilers
of the new season, claiming it would help
manage fan theories that revealed too much
last season. The subsequent video begins with
a dazed Bernard (Jeffrey Wright), who runs
Westworld’s programming division, waking
up on a beach, and ends with Wood gamely
singing Rick Astley’s “Never Gonna Give You
Up” backed on piano by prostitute and fellow
host Clementine (Angela Sarafyan).
“Westworld” may be set in the future, but its
taste for trolling is very 2018.

Stripped Down
But working under such ambiguity proved
difficult for Newton. While Dolores kick-started
the revolt last season by killing Dr. Robert Ford
(Anthony Hopkins), the park’s creator, Maeve
initiates a bloody scheme to escape the park.
But on her way out, she changes her mind and
returns.
It was a twist that disappointed Newton but,
she says, also keeps delivering rewards.
“I had to have no ideas for my character
(during production), which was really hard,”
she says. “And almost a betrayal because it’s
like, this is mine. I made her. I stripped naked
in order to present her as she truly is and needs
to be. And my nudity is profoundly disturbing
because of the way it’s been exploited in the
past, both in film and in my life, right? So it was
a big deal and something I did wholeheartedly
because it made sense, and I felt that it had
enormous value.”
She says, “It was kind of like, you know those
dreams that you have where you’re trying to get
somewhere, and you can’t run, you’re in slomo? Your legs can’t move?
“That was what Season 2 was like.”

Games
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40 Brain in many an Asimov story
43 British title
44 Part of a flute
45 Kvetching chorus
47 __ shooter
48 Buzzed
50 Pokémon that evolves to Kadabra
51 Org. concerned with child support
52 Singer Vannelli
53 1995 AFI Life Achievement Award recipient
55 Spidey sense, basically
58 Skateboard leap
59 Stopped taking orders
60 Home of Armani and Prada
61 News credential
62 Place on a pedestal

Down

Across

1 __ bar
6 Line used when wrapping?
15 Singer whose three studio albums have numerical titles
16 Was bugged
17 Remove, as a corsage
18 It has a climbing route called "The Nose"
19 Crude
21 Den denizens
22 Nice assent

1 Scientific name involving a repeated word
2 To an annoying degree
3 What Brad's Drink became
4 Settled down
5 Elder or Younger Roman writer
6 Modern-day eruption
7 "The Planets" composer
8 Story lines
9 It can be green, red or yellow
10 Con's mark
11 Hyphenated word in a Hawthorne title
12 Put the bite on
13 Many Scheherazade characters
14 XXX, perhaps
20 Big dogs
24 Little dog
25 Self-Operating Napkin creator Goldberg
28 Rides with wing-shaped tailfins
30 Game including golf and bowling
32 Taker of ppm measurements
33 Barbershop quartet style
34 Race against the clock
36 Outdoor party crashers
39 Buster?
41 "Bossypants" memoirist
42 Fictional governess
46 Rita Hayworth's title princess
48 Building subcontractor
49 Just plain silly
50 Outstanding
52 Be a looky-loo
53 Genesis creator
54 "Disarming Iraq" author Hans
56 Ceremonial title?
57 Jazz genre

23 League of Women Voters co-founder
24 Assists a chef
26 White House advisory gp.
27 Six-pack group
28 Fighting chance
29 Comics shriek
31 The African Queen, for one
35 Former first daughter
37 Make a call
38 Conqueror of Valencia in 1094

Answers to last week’s puzzle:

WE SOLVE PROBLEMS
EXPERIENCED ATTORNEYS DEFENDING:

• DUI / DRUNK DRIVING
• UNDERAGE DRINKING
• CRIMINAL CHARGES

www.DUILawyerPA.com

Scan this code with your smartphone or tablet to learn more about our firm

FREE CONSULTATION
Grant C. Travis
Attorney At Law

TRIAL LAWYERS

www.DUILawyerPA.com

OFFICES IN
EDINBORO, ERIE,
AND WARREN

734-6076

CAR ACCIDENTS, INJURIES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
WRONGFUL DEATH
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
PREMISES LIABILITY
PRODUCT LIABILITY

734-6076

www.TheTravisLawFirm.net
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE! • FREE CONSULTATION

Scan this code with your
smartphone or tablet to
learn more about our firm

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Al Stone Lecture Series:
Dr. Lenore Barbian

Spring Career Fair

2nd Annual Autism Acceptance Walk

Edinboro Lacrosse vs. Lock Haven

Remember Your Roots

Edinboro Softball vs. Cal U

4/26 | 9:30 a.m.
Diebold Center for the Performing Arts

4/27|7 p.m.
Baron-Forness Library

‘Gather to share the different cultures of Africa’
4/29 | 6:30 p.m.
Pogue Student Center, Gym A

4/26 | 1 p.m.
Pogue Student Center

4/28 | 1 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium

Doubleheader
4/30| 2:30 & 4:30 p.m.
Softball Field

In The Community
Boro Fest

CVC Victims’ Rights Speaker Series

Taste of Asia

Coloring for Grown-Ups

4/26 | 5 p.m.
Lots near John’s Wildwood Pizzeria

4/27 | 6 p.m.
Erie Art Museum

4/26 | 6:30 p.m.
Ambassador Center in the Garden Atrium
Erie, PA

4/28 | 10 a.m.
Iroquois Avenue Branch Library
Erie, PA

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi’

Wednesday & Thursday, 5/2 & 5/3 — 8 p.m.
Friday, 5/4 — 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Saturday, 5/5 — 2 p.m., 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Sunday, 5/6 — 2 p.m.
Frank G. Pogue Student Center
SHOWTIMES:
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‘Boro football ‘Does the Work’ to prepare for Red & White game

By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor
On Saturday, Edinboro spring sports such as softball, lacrosse, tennis and track will all be
competing. Alongside these spring sports will be one fall sport returning to Sox Harrison
Stadium for their annual Red and White game.
The Edinboro football team will line up for kickoff at 4 p.m. to face off against...the
Edinboro football team. This game is a scrimmage-like contest that pits the ‘Boro offense
against the defense. Throughout the spring semester, the team has been practicing, and in the
month of April they opened up practices to the public, allowing them to come and see the
hard work they’ve been putting in.
“We have really accepted our mantra of ‘Do the Work’ and really have grown in our work
ethic and how hard we practice,” said Head Football Coach Wayne Bradford.
The team will be full of experience in fall 2018 with a total of 18 seniors and almost a dozen
juniors on the roster.
“Having a lot of older guys on our team, we’ve all been through the spring grind and know
how hard it gets,” explained redshirt junior Walter Fletcher. He went on, “They’re helping the
mid-year and younger guys, and our team is really starting to come together.”
Many of the players have high expectations for their team going into the season, including
making it far in the PSAC playoffs and hoping to earn a championship ring.
“We have 18 seniors on this team, and we’ve been through the ups and downs of this
program. A fantastic way to end it all would be to win the PSAC championship,” said junior
linebacker Trey Hall.
Hall continued: “The team chemistry has improved, and everyone is playing together as
one. If we continue to play together, we’re going to be very hard to beat next year.”
Fletcher talked specifically about a skill he’s been looking to improve. “My pass blocking has
been something that I wanted to use this offseason to work on, and Coach O’Neill has been a
big help on sharpening my technique. It’s something that I’ve improved on this spring.”
“I think the team has grown in a lot of ways. I think we have grown closer over these past
few weeks,” acknowledged Andre Dowdell Jr., a wide receiver for the team. “The competition
has been increasing, which has caused us to perform better. And we are learning how to
overcome adversity, which I believe is very important.”
Bradford talked about the advantages spring practices and games bring.
“This weekend is more about identifying some guys who haven’t gotten enough repetitions
in the spring and allowing them to compete and grow, and [it’s also about] identifying some
guys who have been around and who have had plenty of reps and maybe getting them a little
rest or making sure that they get through clean and healthy,” Bradford said.
Many of the team members had mixed opinions on whether or not Saturday’s game will
be an indicator of where the team will stand next season. Overall, the player’s responses
displayed two common themes, the first one being that they have been doing the work. Each
player mentioned the growth that they have personally seen in their teammates and in the

Photos: Madi Gross
team as a whole.
Freshman quarterback Levi Becker had one response to sum it all up, “I think Saturday will
show how competitive we are, but we definitely have a lot of room to grow as a team before
the season comes around.”
The second common theme was that they are all looking forward to seeing that all of the
hard work that they have put into their spring practices has truly paid off.
“I look forward to going out and competing,” stated redshirt sophomore quarterback
Andrew Tomko. “Our defense is very experienced and is always a great matchup. They make
the offense better each day, and I look forward to seeing our hard work this spring pay off.”
Overall, the team is not only prepared and excited to get out on the field Saturday, but next
season as well.
“We’re all ready to showcase the hard work that we’ve put in this offseason,” explained
Fletcher.
Dowdell Jr. added: “I am looking forward to a great season. We have been through a lot this
offseason, and I am ready to start this chase for a conference championship.”
Madi Gross
sports.spectator@gmail.com

We know that if we’re going to win we’re going to play with
great effort, great physicality, great toughness and we’re
going to love what we do.

— Wayne Bradford, Head Coach

We have had a lot of people step up this spring and I think we
are all ready to show what we’ve got.

— Andre Dowdell Jr., Wide Receiver
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Voices

World
Record
Breaking Winter
Voices Editor Shayma
Musa looks into
climate change and
the area’s winter
weather, B4.
CIA’s torturous past re-emerges, B7.
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Victoria Allocco high fives Head Softball Coach Dan Gierlak as she rounds third base after hitting a go-ahead grand slam
in the top of the sixth inning in game one of a doubleheader at Slippery Rock University on April 21.

Wild 7th inning ends with
Edinboro’s first PSAC West win
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

Edinboro came alive in the late innings and rallied back from
an 8-1 deficit in the bottom of the seventh, earning their first
PSAC West victory of the season in a game against Slippery Rock
University on Sunday at home.
Slippery Rock struck early and often, looking to put away the first
game of a doubleheader quickly after the start was delayed by over
an hour due to confusion with the scheduled umpires.
Allie Fischer singled with the bases loaded to bring in Slippery
Rock’s first two runs in the first inning. They struck for four more
runs in the third inning.
Kailey Myers led off the top of the fourth with a solo home run
to boost Rock’s lead to 7-0, while a Becca Roesch single in the
sixth brought around Megan Brown from second to score and put
Slippery Rock up by eight.
Edinboro’s Lauren Gierlak then doubled with two outs in the sixth
and scored on a Shannon Gilbert double to put the Fighting Scots on
the board. Olivia Jankowski flied out to end the inning with Slippery
Rock still leading 8-1.
After a three-up, three-down inning on defense, the Fighting
Scots returned to the dugout ready to prove themselves.
Brittany Allen led off the inning with a single up the middle, and
singles by Victoria Allocco and Courtney Allen brought her around
to score Edinboro’s first run of the seventh. Roni Lipinski then
singled in Allocco, and Head Softball Coach Dan Gierlak brought
on freshman Maycee Shumaker to pinch hit with runners on second
and third and no outs.
Shumaker came through with a clutch double to clear the bases
and bring Edinboro to within three runs. Cheyenne Bothun was
brought on to run for Shumaker, scoring on a Lauren Gierlak double
to bring the score to 8-6 with only one out in the inning.
Gilbert was then hit by a pitch, Jankowski struck out and Brittany
Allen singled to load the bases with two outs for Allocco, who
delivered with a line drive to the gap in right-center field, scoring all
three runners to give Edinboro the walk-off 9-8 win, their first in
conference play.
Dan Gierlak said the win was a good character builder and
confidence booster for the team, who had previously lost their first
eight PSAC West matchups.
“It feels great,” he said. “I mean, for the kids that worked real hard,
what a way to come back.”
Sunday’s delayed games were also prefaced by Edinboro’s Senior
Day celebration. Kerri Stevens, one of Edinboro’s three main
pitchers, is the only senior on the team, and was honored.
In Sunday’s second game, Edinboro failed to hold onto a 3-2 lead
after letting Slippery Rock bat around their order in the sixth.
Stevens, who started the second game for the Fighting Scots,
found herself behind early. With the bases loaded and two outs in
the top of the first, Allocco lost a pop fly in the sun, allowing the ball
to drop and two Slippery Rock runners to score.

Dan Gierlak said the team’s biggest problem this season has been
giving away runs with errors.
“You can’t give people outs in this conference because every out
matters,” he said. “And it’ll come back to bite you. And it’s come back
to bite us a couple times.”
The Fighting Scots tied things up in the bottom of the first and
took the lead with two outs in the third inning after Gilbert earned
her second single of the game and moved over to second base on a
passed ball. Jankowski then singled to bring Gilbert in to score and
put Edinboro in the lead, 3-2.
All told, Gilbert went 3-for-6 in Sunday’s two games with two
runs and two RBIs. Her single in the first inning marked the ninth
consecutive game in which she recorded a hit.
Slippery Rock rallied for four runs in the top of the sixth inning to
boost them to a 6-3 win.
Edinboro travels to Slippery Rock for doubleheader
Edinboro dropped two games the day before while visiting
Slippery Rock’s campus.
Two loud thuds teased a come-from-behind win for Edinboro at
Slippery Rock on Saturday, but they couldn’t hold on to the lead and
fell 6-4 in the first game.
The first thud came from the bat of Allocco as she swatted a deep
pop fly in the top of the sixth inning with the bases loaded and one
out.
The Rock’s center fielder, Emily Nagle, produced the second
thud when she slammed into the outfield fence while ranging back,
hoping to make the catch and hold onto Slippery Rock’s 3-0 lead.
The ball landed on the other side. Allocco hit a grand slam, and a
three-run deficit became a 4-3 Edinboro lead.
Dan Gierlak praised Allocco for her superb bat control. He said
her ability to hit the ball wherever she wants makes her fun to watch.
“[She] hits the ball hard. She doesn’t look like she’s swinging very
hard, [but] she makes great contact,” he explained. “She really does,
and when she’s on, man, it’s just hit after hit after hit.”
The excitement was short lived, as Amanda Metz, Edinboro’s
starting pitcher, surrendered a full-count lead-off home run to
Slippery Rock’s Guglielmino, equaling the score back at 4-4.
Stevens, who came on to relieve Metz, gave up a base hit followed
by a home run to surrender the lead back to Slippery Rock, 6-4.
Stevens then struck out the next two Rock hitters to escape any
further damage.
Edinboro fell behind in the first inning after catcher Lipinski
seemed to struggle finding the ball in the air. Two dropped pop-ups
in foul territory allowed The Rock to score with the bases loaded.
With the bases still loaded, Lipinski got called for catcher’s
interference, giving Allie Fischer a free base and Slippery Rock a free
run to give The Rock a 2-0 lead.
Slippery Rock added another run in the fifth to lead 3-0 until the
eventful sixth inning.
In the second game, it was Edinboro who would capitalize on a
Slippery Rock error to draw the first blood.

Edinboro’s lead-off hitter, Danna Heh, reached first after a
dropped third strike. She moved over to second on a Shannon
Gilbert base hit, but was thrown out trying to score on a Jankowski
bloop single to center field. Gilbert and Jankowski took extra
bases on the throw home, putting runners on second and third for
Edinboro with one out.
After Rose Haggerty struck out, Brittany Allen singled to bring in
the Fighting Scots’ first run of the game.
Edinboro added to their lead in the top of the third inning when
Haggerty drilled a line drive off the glove of a jumping Rock first
baseman Fischer, allowing Jankowski to score from first to give
‘Boro a 2-0 lead.
The Rock tied the game up in the bottom of the third when
Hawley singled in two runs with the bases loaded.
Edinboro took the lead once more in the fourth after Allen
worked to put herself in scoring position. After getting hit by a pitch
and moving to second on a Lipinski sacrifice bunt, she stole third
base and then scored when Ashley Pearson grounded out to the
third baseman.
The 3-2 Edinboro lead held until the bottom of the sixth inning,
when Slippery Rock sent nine batters to the plate. With Slippery
Rock runners on first and third, a Fighting Scots miscommunication
led to Lipinski throwing the ball into center field trying to throw out
the runner stealing from first.
After Carley Nasca, who started the second game, walked Brown
to put a second runner on, Myers smacked a three-run home run off
the scoreboard in left field to put Slippery Rock up 6-3.
For coverage of Edinboro’s doubleheader Monday against
California University of Pennsylvania, head to B3.
Christopher Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Men’s tennis heads to Atlantic region tourney

Wheelchair
Basketball
Fundraising
Event
Featuring current
and former Steelers
May 3 • 8 pm
McComb Fieldhouse
Buy tickets at the
door or online at:
www.edinboro.edu/steelerevent
Students $5 • Non-students $10

All proceeds benefit
the Edinboro University
Wheelchair Basketball Team

By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
BLOOMSBURG, Pa. — Playing in their
sixth-straight PSAC Championship and second
in a row against Mercyhurst, the Edinboro men’s
tennis team fell to the Lakers, 5-1 in the finals.
Mercyhurst (16-1) receives the PSAC automatic
berth into the NCAA Tournament while the
Fighting Scots (10-9), who are currently fifth in
the Atlantic Region rankings, will wait for the
NCAA Selection on Sunday evening.
The Lakers won last year’s championship
match, 5-4.
Edinboro got on the board in doubles with a
9-7 win at No. 3 by Mauricio Santos and Kevin
Mboko. It was an identical score from the regular
season finale against Mercyhurst for the pair. The
Lakers were able to pick up wins at No. 1 and 2
doubles to have a 2-1 edge going into singles.
The Lakers picked up wins at No. 2, 3 and 6
singles to clinch the title for the second straight
season. With the match already decided, the
remaining matches were stopped. All three were
even with Vitor Albanese splitting his first two sets
and tied at 1-1 in the third at No. 1 singles. Mboko
had also split his first two sets and was tied 1-1 at
No. 5 singles as Mauricio Santos had just split his
first two sets.
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — The NCAA tonight
released its brackets for the men’s tennis regional
tournaments. Edinboro, runner-up in the PSAC,

earned the fifth seed for the Atlantic Region I
Tournament, hosted by top-seeded Bluefield State.
The Fighting Scots will face fourth-seed Fairmont
State in the semifinals on Monday. The winner will
play the Big Blues in the finals on Tuesday. The
champion will move on to the NCAA Division II
National Championships in Surprise, Arizona on
May 8-12.
The Fighting Scots, who are 10-9 and ranked
fifth in the latest NCAA Atlantic Region poll, will
compete in their fifth straight NCAA Atlantic
Region Tournament after appearing in their
sixth consecutive PSAC Championship over the
weekend. Edinboro defeated Kutztown, 5-1, in the
semifinals on Friday, but dropped a hard-fought
finals match to Mercyhurst on Saturday by a 5-1
decision.
The Fighting Falcons were ranked fourth in the
latest NCAA Atlantic Region poll and own a 13-10
record. Albanese, who is ranked first in the region
by the Intercollegiate Tennis Association, holds
the top record as the team’s No. 1 singles player.
The Brazil native finished the fall winning both
the PSAC and Oracle/ITA Atlantic Region singles
titles, capturing his third-straight league singles
crown. He is the only player in PSAC history to
win three straight conference singles titles. He
topped 100 career singles wins this season and is
currently 23-8 on the season.
You can read the rest of this story at
gofightingscots.com.
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‘I’m going to play and that’s that’

Edinboro softball player returns to sport following horrific dirt bike accident
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

She still remembers the exact days.
She was in surgery the next day to repair her wrists, both of
which had been dislocated and broken in the accident.
One day later, she was released with casts on her wrists.
And 86 days after her surgery, Jessica Little was finally able to
swing a bat again.
The Edinboro softball first baseman could throw a ball again
after five months of recovery.
“I threw a couple warm-up throws and that was it,” Little said.
“And then I couldn’t do anything else, but it was nice.”
Halfway through her first year at Edinboro, after transferring
from Glendale Community College in Glendale, California,
Little had been enjoying her winter break with family back home
in California when her entire future was suddenly thrown into
uncertainty.
As she had since she was 4 years old, Little was riding a dirt bike
on New Year’s Eve of 2016 when she took on a ravine while going
too fast, losing control of the bike. Her stomach smashed against the
handlebars before she flew in the opposite direction of the bike.
After an MRI and an X-ray, she was scheduled for surgery on
New Year’s Day. The surgery left her with plates and screws in each
wrist and limited mobility when she got her casts removed two
weeks later.
She couldn’t bend or twist her wrists.
She couldn’t pick up a ball.
She couldn’t grip a bat.
Little returned to school for the spring semester unable to play
the sport she loved. As the season picked up and the team made
their annual spring trip to Florida, she still found herself unable to
throw or catch.
But she kept working.
“It was uncomfortable and everything, but it was so nice just

because...from the very start, my surgeon talked to me for 10
minutes, and he spent the first two minutes saying I was never
going to play again and the rest of the time telling me that
motorcycles are bad,” she said. “But I just kind of took that and used
that as well, no, I’m going to do what I want to do, and I’m going to
play and that’s that.”
First, she regained the ability to swing a bat, albeit with limited
grip strength. Then, she could throw a ball. On July 24, 2017,
she was officially cleared to play again. She missed what should
have been her junior season, but thanks to a medical redshirt, she
retained her two remaining years of NCAA eligibility.
“It was kind of nice in a way because I got to see how Edinboro
softball worked, and I got to see how everybody was with each
other, and I still got to be a part of that,” Little explained. “So it was
kind of like a buffer year, and like your intro, but I would’ve really
liked to play.”
She said the support of her teammates and her parents helped
get her through the recovery. She said her mom cried frequently
thinking about the accident, and her father — who introduced her
to motorcycles at a young age — felt somewhat guilty about the
whole ordeal.
But Little doesn’t bother assigning blame or lingering on her
misfortune. She uses last year’s struggles to show how far she’s come
since. There’s still some pain, but not nearly as much as when she
started, she says.
Besides, she’s finally back to playing. In her first season playing
for the Fighting Scots, she has filled the void left at first base when
senior Heather Tighe graduated after last season.
“[It’s] so, so great to be playing again. Every time I get to step on
the field, I just think, ‘I’m so lucky to be standing here right now
and doing this,’” Little said.
Edinboro is wrapping up a less-than-stellar season marred by
constant schedule changes, but Little sees much more to the team
than the standings. As she continues working to regain her strength
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Jessica Little awaits a throw at first base during a
doubleheader at Slippery Rock on April 21.

and further improve her range of motion, she knows her teammates
will remain by her side.
“I really love this team and I love what we’re doing, even though
maybe the season isn’t going the way that we wanted it to,” she said.
“We’re all very close and we’re all very supportive of each other and
that’s very nice. So I know that I have people backing me up.”
The last important date Little remembers is Dec. 31, 2017. One
year after her accident, she hopped back onto her dirt bike for the
first time while her family was celebrating New Year’s weekend. It’s
just tradition.
Don’t worry, she makes sure to avoid the ravines.
Christopher Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Fighting Scots drop 2 to Cal U
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

On Monday, the Edinboro softball team
dropped two games to California University
of Pennsylvania by eight-run margins in five
innings.
Though the games were held at Edinboro
University, the Vulcans played as the home team
as their field is currently undergoing renovations.
Edinboro got off to a slow start and only
mustered two hits in the first loss. Their first
came when Danna Heh led off with a base hit to
left field, but it was negated when she was caught
trying to steal second.
An error by Edinboro shortstop Courtney
Allen with the bases loaded and two outs in the
bottom of the first inning allowed the first two
runs of the game to score. Starting pitcher Kerri
Stevens then gave up a three-run home run to
California’s Kaylyn Roose to give the Vulcans a
five-run lead after one completed inning.
Brittany Allen smacked a solo home run in the
second inning to give Edinboro their second and
final hit and only run of the game.
Vulcans pitcher Emilee Downing earned 10
strikeouts in just five innings of complete-game
work, including retiring the last 11 Edinboro
batters in a row. Her record improved to 5-3.
California scored two runs in both the third
and fourth innings to lead 9-1. They didn’t need
to bat in the fifth due to the eight-run rule.
Only the last two Vulcan runs were earned
for Stevens, who walked six batters with two
strikeouts in four innings of work. She is now 1-7.
Edinboro jumped out to a three-run lead in the
first inning of the second game, but lost control of
the contest to lose 12-4 in five frames.
Cleanup hitter Olivia Jankowski lived up to her
role when she crushed a three-run home run to
deep left field to give the Fighting Scots a 3-0 lead
to start the game.
Edinboro would be held hitless after that until
the fifth inning.
In the home half of the first inning, California
jumped on Edinboro starter Amanda Metz
early, capitalizing on defensive errors to earn a
convincing lead. Metz started her inning with a
four-pitch walk, base hit and a hit batter to load
the bases with no outs for California’s Jacquelyn
Fowler, who hit a sacrifice fly to right field to
score their first run of the game.
A passed ball through the legs of Edinboro
catcher Roni Lipinski, with runners on the
corners, added another tally to the home team’s
score. With runners on first and second in the
same inning, Jankowski then let a ball go through
her legs to turn a routine base hit into a run-

scoring hit.
Edinboro Head Softball Coach Dan Gierlak
blamed his team’s mistakes in seemingly routine
situations on the region’s poor weather this year.
The team has been forced to practice mostly
indoors, where the surface creates ground balls
that bounce differently than those on dirt or grass
surfaces. He said the players expect ground balls
to behave how they do in practice and haven’t
been able to play outdoors enough to adjust to the
different playing surfaces fully.
Later on, with runners on second and third,
California’s Taylor Robblee popped up down the
first base line to shallow right field, but second
baseman Heather Barrett couldn’t chase it down
and then overthrew second base trying to nab
Robblee, allowing the other two runners to score.
Brooke Wilson doubled in her second at-bat of
the inning to boost the Vulcans to a 7-3 lead.
Neither team earned another hit until a fiverun California fourth inning capped by a grand
slam put the Vulcans up 12-3 heading into the
fifth inning.
Needing two runs to keep the game going,
Edinboro tried to put together some offense, but
couldn’t muster enough to stay alive.
After scoring one run, the Fighting Scots found
themselves with runners on first and second with
two outs when Jankowski stepped to the plate.
It looked like she might repeat her performance
from her first at-bat, when she drilled a line drive
down the third base line, but it hooked foul before
clearing the fence.
The Vulcans brought Robblee in to pitch with
two strikes on Jankowski and got her swinging to
end the threat.
Vulcans starter Carly Konopka earned the win,
improving to 6-3, while Metz fell to 2-6 with the
complete game loss.
After rain and snow washed out most of the
beginning of their softball season, Edinboro is in
the middle of a modified schedule that has them
playing their final seven doubleheaders in just 10
days in order to finish before conference playoffs
begin May 2. Gierlak said the team and its limited
pitching staff are beginning to show signs of
fatigue.
“Our conference is tough,” Gierlak said. “We
make a play here or a play there [and] it’s a
different ballgame.”
With the pair of losses, Edinboro fell to 5-20
overall and 1-11 in PSAC West competition. They
travel to Mercyhurst Thursday before heading to
Gannon Friday.
Christopher Rosato Jr.
sports.spectator@gmail.com

Lacrosse falls despite improved offense
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

The Edinboro women’s
lacrosse team dropped their
game on April 19 against
Shippensburg, 11-6, after the
Raiders rode a first half lead to
earn the win.
Edinboro’s Sophie DePalma
scored the first goal of the
game, but Shippensburg
otherwise dominated the first
half. Shippensburg scored six
goals to end the half up 6-1.
Unlike the first half, the
second half was an evenly
matched affair. The Raiders
opened it up with two goals,
and ‘Boro responded with three
goals in a row. DePalma opened
the scoring streak, Stephanie

Chido took advantage of ‘Boro
being a player up to net her
goal, and Lindsey Brinkel
added to the board to cut
Shippensburg’s lead to 8-4. The
teams then traded the next four
goals with Hannah Fitzgerald
and Mary Uplinger registering
Edinboro’s final goals.
Shippensburg added one more
with less than a minute left to
end the game leading 11-6.
Interim Head Lacrosse
Coach Jenny Wirth said
their offensive burst was
an improvement, but
there remains room for
improvement.
“The game today went better
in some regards. Offensively we
were more aggressive to cage,
but could have done better at

capitalizing on opportunities
and taking care of the ball,” she
said.
DePalma’s two goals bring
her season total to 26. Candace
McDole made 18 saves to bring
her season save total to 200.
Shippensburg improved to
7-8 in overall play and 3-7 in
the PSAC. Edinboro’s record
is currently 3-11 overall and
winless in 10 PSAC contests.
The Fighting Scots returned
to action Wednesday at
Mercyhurst University and
return home for Senior Day on
Saturday against Lock Haven
University.
Erica Burkholder
sports.spectator@gmail.com

By Madi Gross

Assistant Sports Editor
Erin O’Brien of the Edinboro track and
field team has been running since she was in
high school. This was where she noticed she
excelled in the sport.
“It was always an ambition of mine to play
at the collegiate level,” O’Brien recalled.
“I toured a lot of other campuses, but
Edinboro just felt right to me,” she said. “The
beautiful campus, the small class sizes. And
the team was really welcoming to me on my
visits.”
O’Brien went on to explain that the
location of Edinboro was also a good fit for
her; it was close enough that her biggest
supporters —her parents — could travel
from her home in Buffalo.
In her athletic career at Edinboro, O’Brien
has recorded personal records throughout
her four years. In her academic career, she is
working towards a forensic chemistry degree.
“Playing a sport and balancing a
rigorous major like chemistry is certainly

difficult, and at times stressful, but it was all
worth it because of my love for competing,”
she explained.
“Track is different than a lot of other
sports because it is so individual,” she said.
“You have to think about how much sleep
you’re getting, what time and what you’re
eating, because it highly impacts your
performance more so than in any other
sport.”
Although O’Brien plans to graduate from
Edinboro in the next few weeks, she will
continue her education and go on to attend
law school next fall. She also plans to keep
running after she graduates.
“I will always run, hopefully for the rest of
my life, but I will no longer hurdle.” She went
on, “I’ll transition into lifestyle running, with
longer distances and the occasional 5K race.”
For current and future Fighting Scot
athletes, O’Brien preaches a message of
perseverance.
“Always persevere and fight through
adversity, whether it be athletically,
personally or academically; overcoming
obstacles is what makes you a stronger and
overall better person,” she said.
“Unforgettable,” is how O’Brien described
her Edinboro career.
“I have met the greatest people here, and
I will miss them as well as the amazing
memories I have made here.”
“Edinboro is my second home and I will
always see it that way.”
Madi Gross
sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Trump should listen
Our Viewpoint
to Macron on issue
Snow in April? Global warming & climate of Syrian engagement

change is still a reality: an explanation

It’s snowing at the end of April, but research says that doesn’t mean global warming doesn’t exist.

By Shayma Musa
Voices Editor

When you live in Edinboro, it’s hard to
believe that the world is currently hotter
than it has been in millions of years. The
snow is still falling with a vengeance while
we count down the weeks until summer
vacation starts, and the amount of snow
we’ve amassed collectively in Erie County
is 198.5 inches, only 1.5 inches less than the
record breaking 200 of Buffalo.
Given the hilarious reality that we might
not see summer until July, it’s easy to see
why people don’t think climate change is
a thing, or as bad a thing as everyone is
making it out to be.
Ask anyone. They can name that one
person they know who is overzealous about
their love for Earth, or that one person who
doesn’t believe in climate change. Some
people have both in their social circle.
The point is that a lot of people swing one
way or another without really understanding
what climate change is.
The first major concept to understand is
this: there is a difference between climate
and weather. Climate is defined as weather
conditions prevailing in an area in general
or over a long period. Weather, meanwhile,
is defined as the state of the atmosphere at
a place and time regarding heat, dryness,
sunshine, wind, rain, etc.
To put that simply, climate is the
weather patterns over a huge portion of
the world, while weather is the local trend
of precipitation and temperature at a given
time.
When the climate reaches a temperature

greater or lesser than its average, a change
in climate follows. So, Erie County is
suffering through the never-ending winter,
but the east coast is raising in temperature,
according to the Union of Concerned
Scientists (UCSUSA).
The second major concept is that climate
change is a natural process that occurs
slowly over billions upon billions of years.
I think people struggle to understand
that climate change is not a new natural
phenomenon. Climate change occurs
as Earth ages, and it’s the worsening or
the speeding up of climate change that
concerns the scientific community. The
global temperature usually hovers around
about 57.5 degrees Fahrenheit, according
to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), however, since
1970, the global temperature has increased
steadily by 0.3 degrees Fahrenheit. That
is significantly higher than the usual 0.07
degrees.
That seems laughable right? The numbers
are small so it’s easy to discount them, but
despite appearing untouchable, the natural
world is fragile. A small raise in temperature
can confuse the lifecycles of plants and
animals. Some plants, for instance, will
start flowering too early in the season
and be unable to reproduce because their
pollinators (usually insects and birds) are
still not around.
Temperature increases also raise the
severity of tropical storms. In the past
few years, hurricanes and monsoons have
increased multiple folds in intensity, causing
more destruction and loss of life. Last year
alone, we had two hurricanes that hit the
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U.S. mainland and Puerto Rico, the latter
of which is still recovering. A few years
before that, Hurricane Sandy caused billions
of dollars of damage along the east coast,
specifically in New York and New Jersey.
Finally, this: climate change doesn’t
necessarily mean a raise in temperature. Yes,
on average we see most climates becoming
hotter, according to the NOAA, but some
areas become colder. As lake water warms
and freezes later, explains Dr. Michael Mann
in an article for the Climate Reality Project,
the warm air from the lake collides with
colder arctic air, causing heavy lake effect
snow. Kind of like what happened right after
Christmas last year.
So as temperatures rise, the trajectory of
fronts, jet streams and wind currents change,
causing a dipole effect in the U.S. where
warmer air is seen on the western part of the
country and colder air is observed on the
more eastern part. That’s why we’re seeing
record breaking highs on the west coast and
record-breaking lows on the east coast.
The winter we’ve had in Erie is in fact
just another confirmation of the reality of
climate change.
It’s hard to see how one person, family or
community can add to the speed at which
the climate changes, especially since many
of the systems and effects of climate change
are so minuscule and hard to notice. It’s
important though to make changes before
the climate alterations are so large that we
can’t reverse them.
Shayma Musa
voices.spectator@gmail.com
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By Pascal-Emmanuel Gobry
Bloomberg View

France and the U.S. may have worked together to strike the
Syrian regime’s chemical weapons infrastructure on April 13,
but the two countries have had different objectives. President
Donald Trump has said he wants to reduce the U.S. presence
there, while French President Emmanuel Macron has stepped
up French engagement in the region. Macron is now hoping
his pomp-filled Washington visit will help convince Trump to
follow his lead.
Trump should listen. France worries that a U.S. pullout
from Syria would risk turning what’s left of the country into
an Iranian puppet state, a haven for Sunni jihadi terrorism or
both. It would also be a precursor to massive bloodshed while
Bashar Assad finishes off his enemies, something France finds
unacceptable. France’s official goals in Syria, a negotiated end
to the conflict that gives all the parties a credible stake in the
country’s future, defeats terrorist movements and pushes for
as much humanitarian support for civilians as possible, are
the right ones. But while America’s leadership dithers over
its options in Syria, Macron has displayed a combination
of flexibility and toughness that not only serves France’s
interests but should suit Trump’s too.
Macron’s position took shape soon after his election when,
with cunning realism, he reversed France’s previous policy of
making Assad’s ouster a precondition to talks on the country’s
future. At the same time, he made a “red line” declaration
of his own, purposefully echoing the warning made but not
enforced by former U.S. President Barack Obama and French
President Francois Hollande. When it became clear that the
Assad regime had crossed that line, Macron declared that
he wanted an international effort to strike Assad’s chemical
weapons infrastructure, but signaled that he would act alone
if need be. Trump too was eager for a show of force that
contrasted with Obama’s inaction. The rest was easy, but what
comes next isn’t.
In France, the strikes were viewed positively. They
damaged, if not crippled, Assad’s WMD infrastructure and
made Russian President Vladimir Putin, who had positioned
sophisticated air defenses in the region, look weak. The
episode also strengthened French credibility in the region.
Shortly before the episode, Turkey had attacked various
positions held by French-backed Kurdish militia, in an
obvious test of the new French president’s resolve. France
promptly reaffirmed its commitment to the region, and
Turkey backed down.
Macron’s approach to Syria isn’t all muscle though. France
has worked hard to be a pivotal power in the Syrian conflict
and is pretty much the only party to the conflict that can
command the respect and attention of all other parties.
France wants to be seen as an honest broker, able to enforce
red lines but also sensitive to the complex interests of
different parties.
France is one of the most active countries in the UN on
Syria issues. While aligned with the U.S. and U.K. in pushing
back against Russia’s provocations, France consistently insists
on dialogue and refrains from rhetoric that would anger
Moscow. In a TV interview held shortly after the strikes,
Macron emphasized that he spoke with Putin multiple times
before and after.
France is also fighting to keep the Iran nuclear deal
alive when Trump would scuttle it. The country has links
stretching back decades with Syria’s Baathist regime. Turkey
and Israel are long-standing partners, despite France’s many
differences with both. And France enjoys good relations
with many Sunni Arab Gulf countries; Macron just held a
successful bilateral summit with Saudi Arabia Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman.
All of these positions have been carefully cultivated and
make France a key U.S. ally in any resolution to the conflict.
France has vital interests in Syria: Islamic State, now in its
death throes, has many French fighters keen to return home
to wreak havoc there once defeated in Syria; France wants to
ensure they are not able to do that.
Macron rightly feels that France cannot afford to defend
the international community’s interests all by itself.
Meanwhile, Trump, consciously or not, is grasping for a third
way in Syria that is neither a complete disengagement that
would make him look weak, nor a heavy presence that goes
counter to his foreign policy instincts and that he knows
would be unpopular. He should let his French counterpart
take the lead.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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The list: Best weekend getaways
By Roman Sabella
Voices Editor

The end of the semester is
hot on our heels, but with very
little money left and the average
European vacation costing
$4,200, it might be worth it
to look elsewhere. Here’s a
compiled list of some doable
“vacations” that won’t leave you
strapped for cash.
1. Go camping at a national
park or state forest.
If you look at Pennsylvania
and New York alone, there are
43 national parks/forests, so
odds are you can find one that
will fit your needs. Many of
them have camping grounds
where you can set up a tent and
enjoy the outdoors for a fraction
of the cost of a hotel room. Plus,
what hotel room lets you hear
owls and other wildlife hooting

and hollering all night? It’s lightyears better than one of those
ocean noise alarm clocks that
try to help you sleep.
2. Go on a short road trip to
anywhere.
In case you’ve never been
on Facebook, there is a post
that often floats around talking
about a penny game where
you flip the coin and take the
direction it demands. Heads for
left, tails for right, or vice versa,
and flip it for as many times as
you want. You get the idea.
3. Explore a place you’ve
already been.
You might say you’ve been
everywhere in your hometown,
but trust me, you haven’t. If
you’re bored enough, you’ll find
something new to do.
4. Read a book series.
The idea of escapism as a

vacation may seem tacky, but
unless you have the means to
transport to a fantasy realm, or
New Zealand if you’re a fan of
“Lord of the Rings,” then a book
is the next best thing.
5. Go to a music festival.
Hey guys, you remember
Warped Tour? Well, it’s on its
last year ever, so why not relive
the glory days of black eyeliner,
MySpace and emo bands galore?
If that’s not up your alley, then
try The Peach Music Festival or
Big Dub. They might get a bit
pricey at times, but often are
close to $300 or below as long
as you don’t go to something
massive like Coachella or
Governor’s Ball.
Roman Sabella
voices.spectator@gmail.com
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Are you strapped for cash? Look no further than these affordable summer ‘vacations.’

First Lady Barbara Bush made
a difference. Can Melania?
By Markos Kounalakis
Tribune News Service

First ladies since Eleanor Roosevelt have
developed over the years to do more than
serve merely as White House hostess-inchief. Barbara Bush took on an issue, applied
her passion, and tried to move the needle on
literacy. It’s now time to deploy Melania Trump
where she can potentially make a difference. It’s
time for her to visit her Central European home
region to try and bring those countries back to
the American fold.
Foreign-born and bred, Melania is the
first modern first lady who cannot accede to
the presidency. A Slovenian immigrant to
America, she speaks Central Europe’s language.
Literally. A Southern Slav, she is familiar not
only with the region’s spoken tongues, but also
their unspoken cultural tics, social norms and
political history.
First ladies have historically been deployed
or volunteered to use their time to advance
America’s status in the world. Jackie Kennedy
famously used her grace and language skills
to charm France and a good deal of Latin
America. Laura Bush, a trained librarian, also
promoted literacy around the world like her
mother-in-law. Hillary Clinton stood up for
universal women’s rights and religious freedoms
everywhere she went. Melania Trump should
now take advantage of her unique skills,
personal narrative, and regional understanding
to try to keep Central Europe from straying
even farther from America’s goals and NATO
allies.
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and
Poland known as the Visegrad Four are all
having their authoritarian dalliances and are, to
a greater or lesser extent, undermining strategic
American interests and values. Some are going
much further, politically flirting with Vladimir
Putin’s Russia.
Despite Brexit and London’s active divorce
from the European Union, Hungary is
considered the greatest threat to the EU’s
survival. Britain merely wants to leave the
union, Hungary wants to both to keep subsidies
coming from Brussels while also undermining
the EU’s legitimacy and authority. Last week’s
resounding reelection victory for Prime
Minister Viktor Orban further builds the
momentum of a party-state that The Economist
claims wishes to dominate the judiciary, corral
the media, and raid the state coffers. All this
while making sure to pander to Putin’s wishes
and threaten to undermine any joint European
efforts at strengthening or even maintaining the
sanctions regime on Moscow. Punishing Putin
for the Crimean occupation and Ukraine war
are not top of mind for Orban’s administration
and a Hungarian Parliament that proclaims
total fealty to him (Disclosure: my wife is the
former U.S. ambassador to Hungary).
The Czech Republic is no better. In fact,
it is worse as far as Russia is concerned. The
leadership is not only in bed with Russia, its
associates share bank accounts with Putin
cronies. Prague has become a storybook city
full of thuggish “business” characters. (Notably,

President Trump’s first wife, Ivana, was reared in
then-Czechoslovakia and reportedly turneddown an administration appointment as U.S.
ambassador to Prague.)
Poland is the one place that is not likely to
give up a relationship with America for the
promise of a better tomorrow promised by
Russia. Poland has a longer memory and a
more nationalist population and Russia remains
enemy number one. A Melania visit here could
act to reinforce Polish inclinations towards
strengthening transatlantic relations the way
Donald Trump’s 2017 visit did but she would
need to remind them that the relationship is
based on universal human rights and shared
values that exclude anti-Semitism. This is a
hard story to sell given President Trump’s
role at highlighting xenophobia and his antiimmigrant, anti-refugee stance at home. But a
deftly prepared visit can give her an opening
to discuss the topic, whether openly or behind
closed doors.
Slovakia is reeling from a recent journalist
murder that led to the resignation of the
country’s Prime Minister Robert Fico. The
journalist was investigating government
corruption when his apartment was invaded
and he and his girlfriend were shot dead,
bringing tens of thousands into Bratislava’s
streets and starting an extraordinary set of
events that brought down the government. If
there is a bright light in the darkness of this
act, it is that the martyring of Jan Kuciak has
awoken the Slovak populace to the injustice and
wholesale vice taking place at the highest level
of government. Following the brutality, Slovaks
want their country back.
Slovenia, Melania’s home country, can be
officially skipped on such a visit so as to avoid
any emotional or political conflicts. But a visit
to the rest of Central Europe could be a game
changer if she played the game well. Advocating
for strengthened American ties, greater NATO
support (Poland already contributes generously
to the military alliance), an opening to political
pluralism, an emphasis on our shared histories
and cultural relations these could all be
comfortably within her wheelhouse and safely
avoid the charges of hypocrisy.
America still holds a special place for those
in Central Europe and enjoys high favorability
numbers amongst their citizens. But it would
be naive to suggest that they are unaffected by
President Trump’s assaultive words and assertive
deeds. Melania would need to dance around all
those things, as all first ladies do when they go
abroad and, as the song goes, “accentuate the
positive; eliminate the negative.”
Melania Trump has chosen cyberbullying
as her cause, but she is already having a hard
time selling the notion to an incredulous public
when the tweeter-in-chief picks on people less
powerful than he, a trait Barbara Bush critically
noted during the 2016 campaign. Cyberbullying
may feel like a good issue, but in Central
Europe, Melania might make a difference while
revisiting her roots and relate her personal rise
to the American dream.
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In a March 2005 photo, former first lady Barbara Bush listens to her son, President George
W. Bush, speak during a stop at the Lake Nona YMCA Family Center in Orlando, Florida.
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Cannabis, in the flowering stage, grows inside a greenhouse in Angels Camp, Calif., on
February 8. Texas officials could soon confiscate one of the few cannabis products that
Texans can find on store shelves.

It’s up to Republicans to make marijuana legal
By Bloomberg View
Tribune News Service

If only Nixon could go to China, as the
saying goes, then maybe only Republicans can
legalize weed.
Marijuana has now been legalized for
medical use in many states only Idaho,
Kansas, Nebraska and South Dakota still
prohibit use in any form. Nine states allow
recreational marijuana use, and 13 others
have decriminalized recreational use to
some extent. Meanwhile, public support for
legalizing the drug continues to grow, and is
now firmly in majority territory:
Unsurprisingly, weed has become big
business sales in Colorado alone now top $1
billion a year. A study by data analytics firm
New Frontier Data recently estimated that if
marijuana legalization went national, it could
generate more than $10 billion of tax revenue
a year.
There’s just one problem: Cannabis is
still illegal under federal law. During the
administration of President Barack Obama,
an uneasy detente existed, where the
federal government agreed not to prosecute
marijuana production, sale and use in
states where it was legal. That effectively
left things up to the states, but left open the
possibility that the federal government might
reverse itself and crack down. This year,
the crackdown came. Attorney General Jeff
Sessions announced that he was rescinding
the Obama-era policy of tolerance, and that
marijuana users and growers in every state
in the union now had to fear arrest and
prosecution by the feds.
But Sessions may find himself increasingly
isolated, even within his own party. It’s not
just that public opinion has shifted. Unlike in
past federal crackdowns, cannabis is now an
incumbent industry that fills state coffers and
can lobby legislators. Colorado U.S. Senator
Cory Gardner, a Republican, had threatened
to block Justice Department nominees
unless Sessions backed off. President Donald
Trump appeared to concede, assuring the
senator that there would be no punishment
for Colorado. Meanwhile, the Republicancontrolled U.S. Senate is pushing through
a bill to legalize hemp, a non-intoxicating
variant of marijuana.
This is good news. Business and monetary
interests may succeed where civil liberties
arguments failed, bringing an end to the U.S.’s
marijuana prohibition. And not a moment
too soon.
For decades, marijuana opponents argued
that it functioned as a gateway drug that
users would eventually get bored and be
tempted to move onto stronger substances.
This argument persisted for a long time,
since it’s hard to verify or disprove without
actually getting people to regularly use

marijuana (something no university ethics
board would approve). Even if you happen
to find a correlation between marijuana use
and the abuse of drugs such as heroin and
methamphetamine, that doesn’t tell you
much; it could easily just be that the people
most likely to go on to hard drugs tend to
start with cheaper, more plentiful ones like
marijuana.
But the legalization of marijuana presents
a natural experiment that allows us to test
the gateway-drug argument. If anything,
it looks like the opposite is true. In states
that legalized marijuana for medicinal or
recreational purposes, opioid prescriptions
fell substantially. Opioid overdoses fell too.
In Colorado, marijuana legalization was
followed by a drop in teen abuse of heroin.
Opiate overdoses, which had been climbing
steadily in Colorado, suddenly began to fall
after cannabis became legal.
Instead of a gateway drug, marijuana
looks like it’s a substitute for more addictive,
more toxic substances. At a time when the
U.S. is suffering a devastating epidemic of
opioid and heroin abuse, marijuana’s use as
a substitute for these harder drugs is much
needed.
Another fear was that legal marijuana
would lead to an increase in criminality. But a
team of economists found that liberalization
of state marijuana laws led to no increase in
youth criminal behavior.
A second paper, by economists James
Conklin, Moussa Diop and Herman Li, used
a very interesting method to evaluate one
aspect of legal weed’s impact they looked at
house prices. When recreational cannabis
was legalized, many medical marijuana
dispensaries converted to retail marijuana
stores. Conklin et al. found that near these
stores, housing prices almost immediately
rose by about 8 percent relative to houses in
other areas.
If legal marijuana brought crime and bad
behavior, we would have expected to see a
drop in housing prices close to where the
drug is sold. That’s exactly what does happen
with prostitution a brothel in the Netherlands
lowers the surrounding home values,
presumably by making an area dangerous
and disreputable. Because marijuana does
the opposite suggests that it probably has
an enduring future as a respectable, wealthcreating business activity.
So Republicans are doing the right thing
by moving to strengthen protections for legal
marijuana. Sessions remains a regrettable
holdout, but hopefully President Donald
Trump will accede to the tide of history
and rein in his regressive attorney general.
Repealing the federal law against marijuana
use, and leaving legalization entirely up to the
states, is the logical next step.
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UNC must disclose sexual assault findings, judges rule
By Anne Blythe

The News & Observer
RALEIGH, N.C. — UNC Chapel Hill must
provide the public with the names of students
and employees found responsible for rape, sexual
assault or related offenses through the school’s
honor court and other internal procedures.
The North Carolina Court of Appeals issued
a ruling on Tuesday disputing the university’s
claims that federal law prohibits UNC Chapel Hill
officials from turning over such records.
The unanimous ruling came almost a
month after attorneys for the Daily Tar Heel,
the UNC student newspaper, and other media
organizations made arguments in a special court
session held at NC Central University in Durham.
The court case stems from a Sept. 30 public
information request by The Daily Tar Heel.
Reporters asked for records “in connection with
a person having been found responsible for rape,
sexual assault or any related or lesser” offense
by the school’s honor court, the Committee on
Student Conduct or the Equal Opportunity and
Compliance Office.
The university declined to provide the
information, calling the data “educational
records” protected by the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act.
The Daily Tar Heel, the Charlotte Observer, the
(Durham) Herald-Sun and WRAL filed a lawsuit.
In May 2017, Judge Allen Baddour ruled
in Orange County that federal law protecting
student records supersedes state law that allows
for the release of such information in some cases.
Baddour also found that the state Human
Resources Act limits what information can be
released about state workers disciplined, demoted
or dismissed for disciplinary reasons to the
dates and types of actions taken and a copy of
the termination letter setting out the reason the
employee was dismissed.
The appellate ruling issued Tuesday states

that federal law does not prohibit the limited
information requested by the Daily Tar Heel
“except for the dates of offenses.”
Attorneys for the university argued that release
of the records “would interfere with UNC-CH’s
Title IX process for dealing with sexual assault”
by deterring victims and witnesses from coming
forward, as well as jeopardize the safety of those
alleged to have committed sexual assaults.
“’It is critical to our system of government
and the expectation of our citizens that the
courts not assume the role of legislatures.’
Normally, questions regarding public policy are
for legislative determination,” attorneys for the
university argued.
The judges did not address the merits of
the arguments about public policy, but noted
that federal law “specifically mandates that any
disclosures “may include the name of any other
student, such as victim or witness, only with the
written consent of that other student.”
Because the judges, John Tyson, Wanda
Bryan and Rick Elmore, were unanimous in
their decision, the university can ask the state
Supreme Court only for a discretionary review,
which is not automatically granted. On Tuesday,
a spokesman said the university was reviewing its
options.
“We are disappointed with the N.C. Court
of Appeals decision and are examining all legal
options as we review the ruling. We firmly
believe Judge Baddour made the correct decision
last May by recognizing the University’s legal
and ethical responsibility under federal law to
protect the privacy rights of all students,” UNC
spokesman Joel Curran said in a statement.
“Our position is based on the principle that
we must protect the identities of survivors
and other parties who put their trust in the
University’s Title IX process and their rights
under federal privacy law. Releasing the names
of those found responsible in sexual assault or
misconduct cases could lead to disclosures about

Climate change
will make California’s
drought-flood cycle
more volatile, study finds
By Bettina Boxall
Los Angeles Times

Californians should expect more dramatic swings between dry and wet years as the
climate warms, according to a new study that found it likely that the state will be hit by
devastating, widespread flooding in coming decades.
University of California researchers in essence found that California’s highly volatile
climate will become even more volatile as human-caused climate change tinkers with
atmospheric patterns over the eastern Pacific Ocean.
The long-term average of annual precipitation in California won’t change much, they
predicted.
“Yet despite that, we see a big increase in extremes,” said University of California, Los
Angeles climate scientist Daniel Swain, lead author of a paper published Monday in the
journal Nature Climate Change. “We expect to see more really wet years and also more
really dry years.”
The recent past offers a glimpse of California’s future.
The state veered from years of record-breaking drought that emptied reservoirs and
prompted unprecedented urban conservation to a parade of atmospheric rivers that
dumped record precipitation on Northern California during the 2016-2017 rainy season.
Portions of the main spillway at Lake Oroville, the state’s second largest reservoir,
collapsed and the state narrowly escaped a dam disaster that would have sent a wall of
water roaring through downstream towns.
Such sudden swings between severe drought and intense storms will increase the
threat to aging dams and flood-control networks, accentuate the wildfire threat and make
management of the state’s complex waterworks even more daunting.
The key ingredient of last year’s deadly wildfires in the wine country and the huge
Thomas fire, which set the stage for devastating debris flows in Montecito, was high
winds, not the drought-flood seesaw that researchers describe. But the scientists do
predict the kind of dry autumn that contributed to the intensity of the Thomas fire, which
burned its way into the record books in December.
“We really need to be thinking seriously about what we’re going to do about these
risks,” Swain said.
“It’s a little bit hard to exaggerate how disastrous a repeat of the 1862 flood would be in
California,” he added, referring to statewide flooding that followed weeks of storms.
That is “something that will very plausibly happen in the next 40 years,” sending
floodwater rushing across the Los Angeles basin and other major urban areas, he said.
The study results, based on climate model simulations, are consistent with other
research findings, said Daniel Cayan, a climate researcher at Scripps Institution of
Oceanography who was not involved in the study.
“I think they’ve pushed the envelope forward in elucidating how the extremes on the
wet and dry side have increased,” he added. “The thing that I think is really nice about this
paper is that they identify ... a period in which there could be a really profound wet spell.
That’s very important.”
By the end of the century, California will experience a 100 percent-200 percent increase
in very wet years similar to the 2016-2017 rainy season that broke the state’s five year
drought, the scientists found.
The frequency of serial storms on the scale of 1862 will increase 300 percent-400
percent.
At the same time, the rainy season will shorten as less precipitation falls in the autumn
and spring.
That will make it harder for dam managers, who on the one hand will have a shorter
season to capture water for storage, and on the other will need to maintain reservoir space
for greater storm runoff.
“Increasingly wide swings between dry and wet conditions will threaten to upset
the already precarious balance between competing flood-control and water-storage
imperatives in California,” the researchers wrote.
In Southern California, the frequency of extremely dry years is expected to rise 200
percent, compared with a 150 percent increase in very wet seasons. Overall, the region’s
average annual precipitation should remain the same.
In addition to accentuating the whiplash between dry and wet, global warming is
shrinking the state snowpack, which acts as nature’s reservoir.
“Climate change is creating a water-storage problem for California,” said UCLA
atmospheric sciences professor Alex Hall, a co-author of the paper.
“We need to think more carefully about how we capture water and how we store it,” he
added, advocating greater efforts to recharge groundwater basins with storm flows.
“That’s certainly where I would start,” he said.
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A court has ruled UNC Chapel Hill must provide the public with the names of students
and employees found responsible for rape, sexual assault or related offenses through the
school’s honor court and other internal procedures.
the names of survivors and witnesses who filed
reports expecting a confidential process. That
change could have a chilling effect on survivors’
decisions to file reports and witnesses’ willingness
to participate, jeopardizing years of work by the
University to encourage more reporting under
the Title IX process.”
Hugh Stevens, the Raleigh-based attorney
who represented the media coalition with
his colleague Mike Tadych, said Tuesday the
university’s response was disappointing, that he
had hoped officials would have agreed to turn
over the records.
Stevens talked about similar situations in
Florida and Ohio, where university officials
released records.
The ruling comes at a time when UNC

continues to work on overcoming a wave of
criticism for its handling of sexual assault cases.
“Hopefully, these records will shed light on
how these serious offenses have been handled,”
Stevens said.
UNC-Chapel Hill adopted a new policy for
handling sexual assaults in 2014 after five women
asked the federal Education Department’s Office
of Civil Rights to look into what they called an
atmosphere of sexual violence at the school. In
their 2013 complaint, the women contended
that officials had created a hostile environment
for students reporting assaults and had underreported the number of complaints.
The ruling on Tuesday sends the case back to
Baddour in 15 days for further ruling.
“We hope it will be quickly,” Stevens said.

Temple suspends fraternity while police
investigate allegations of sexual assault at parties
By Barbara Laker

The Philadelphia Inquirer
PHILADELPHIA — Temple University has
suspended one of its fraternities as Philadelphia and
campus police investigate at least two sexual assaults
at fraternity parties.
Temple police said they had received “multiple
credible reports” of alleged crimes at Alpha Epsilon
Pi’s house. The allegations include sexual assault,
underage drinking, and possible drug use.
Two of the alleged victims are 19-year-old Temple
students.
The first alleged victim was sexually assaulted at
a party in February and reported the incident to
police in April. This case has been referred to the
District Attorney’s Office, said Philadelphia Police
Capt. Mark Burgmann, who heads the Special
Victims Unit.
The second alleged victim told police that in
March she went to a party at the fraternity where
she was given several drinks.
“She said she became dizzy and disoriented, and
that’s the last thing she remembered until she woke
up in bed with one of the members of the fraternity,”
Burgmann said at a news conference Friday.
“She believes she was sexually assaulted,” he said.
A third alleged victim spoke with Temple police
recently. Burgmann said he didn’t have details about

the incident, but hoped detectives will be able to
speak the woman next week. No charges have been
filed and Burgmann couldn’t say whether detectives
have names of possible suspects.
In a statement, Alpha Epsilon Pi said the
fraternity members “are appalled by these
allegations against our entire chapter. This alleged
behavior is absolutely against everything that
we stand for as brothers of AEPI, as students at
Temple University, and as members of our greater
community.”
The statement further said that the fraternity had
“absolutely no knowledge of the actions alleged
about our chapter. If we determine that one of our
members is responsible, or even has knowledge of
who internally or externally is responsible, we will
deal with them to the full extent of our powers,
including beginning expulsion proceedings from
the fraternity and turning them over to local and
school authorities.”
Temple urged students to be vigilant.
If students are of age to drink alcohol, they
should not leave any beverage unattended, the
Temple statement said.
When socializing, students should make a pact
to stay together and not leave anyone behind,
Burgmann said. “If you go to a party together, leave
together,” he said.

UAW wins representation election
among Harvard graduate students
By Phoebe Wall Howard
Detroit Free Press

After a high-profile battle at one
of the nation’s most prestigious
universities, Harvard student
workers have elected to join the
United Auto Workers with 56
percent in favor of organizing.
The National Labor Relations
Board reported a vote of 1,9311,523 in favor of joining the
Harvard Graduate Students UnionUnited Auto Workers, ending a
multi-year organizing campaign
that included litigation.
Harvard officials were ordered
last December to hold a new
election after the labor board
ruled that voter lists provided a
year earlier by the school were
incomplete.
Aaron Bekemeyer, 28, of
Bloomfield Hills, a Ph.D. student
in history, noted that a greatgrandfather of his worked in a
Ford plant. Bekemeyer said it never
occurred to him that he might
experience UAW membership while
working at Harvard, but “I was
really happy to be able to continue

the process of giving workers
some democratic power in the
workplace.”
With this latest vote, more than
15,000 academic workers across
the Northeast have chosen UAW
representation over the past four
years, bringing the national total
to 75,000 academic workers.
They include adjunct professors,
graduate teaching assistants and
researchers based at the University
of California, University of
Washington, New York University,
University of Connecticut, Boston
College and The New School in
New York and Lawrence Berkeley
National Lab.
Many college researchers barely
make rent while generating millions
of dollars for a university, may
wait months for paychecks or be
required to work in laboratories
with dirty water. The UAW offers
expertise on job security, pay
schedules, parental leave, sexual
harassment protections, health
benefits, fair wages and retirement,
members say.
Harvard spokeswoman Anna
Cowenhoven said: “Harvard

appreciates student engagement
on this important issue. Regardless
of the outcome, this election
underscores the importance of
the university’s commitment
to continuing to improve the
experience of our students.”
The UAW has diversified its
membership in recent years and
now represents more than 430,000
members from industries including
academic workers, automotive
workers, casino dealers, agricultural
equipment manufacturers and
aerospace engineers.
About 40 percent of UAW’s
members work outside the auto
industry.
The UAW organizes on college
campuses after being approached
by activists, most often in urban
settings such as New York City,
where the cost of living is high and
an annual wage can be as low as
$28,000.
UAW dues range up to 2.5
percent of member pay, 50 cents
of every dollar of dues goes to
the local chapter, 45 cents goes to
international and 5 cents goes to the
strike and defense fund.
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CIA’s torturous past re-emerges with nomination of Haspel
By Shashank Bengali and Chris Megerian
Los Angeles Times

BANGKOK, Thailand — In February 2015, security
forces in southern Thailand hauled in a 26-year-old Muslim
man and demanded he confess to participating in a violent
separatist insurgency. Officers tied him to a chair, covered
his face with a shirt and poured water into his mouth until he
choked.
It was one of dozens of torture cases documented by
human rights groups in which Thais have been subjected to
mock executions, held in painful “stress positions,” deprived
of sleep or waterboarded.
The methods were introduced here in 2002 by the CIA.
Thailand was home to the agency’s first secret prison,
or “black site,” after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
There, American officers repeatedly waterboarded at least
two high-profile detainees, part of the so-called enhanced
interrogation techniques that much of the world would later
describe as torture.
In all, 10 CIA prisoners were arrested or held on Thai
soil before being transferred without due process to the
U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba or to other
countries, according to a 2013 report by the Open Society
Justice Initiative, which has studied the detention program.
That dark chapter in CIA history has reemerged with
President Donald Trump’s nomination of a new director,
Gina Haspel, a career undercover officer who oversaw the
Thai black site in late 2002. At her confirmation hearing,
which is scheduled for May 9, Haspel will face sharp
questions from senators who argue that the tactics failed to
extract useful intelligence and damaged U.S. standing in the
world.
But in Thailand, collaboration with the CIA ushered in
an era of impunity for security forces, according to rights
advocates, who accuse the army and police of adopting the
agency’s most extreme methods to punish Muslim separatists
and other dissidents.
“The legacy of the CIA secret prison is a daily reality
in Thailand today,” said Sunai Phasuk, a Bangkok-based
researcher with Human Rights Watch.
“Every week we have a new case of torture, and the tactics
are very similar to what we learned about what the CIA did.
These are seen as effective tools. We had never heard of
waterboarding before it was only after 2004 or 2005 that it’s
been used here.”
There has never been an investigation into the Thai
officials or agencies involved in the CIA’s covert detentions,
which continued until at least 2004 and probably violated
national laws.
Successive Thai governments have denied there was a
black site. The military leadership that has ruled the country
since 2014 includes generals who might have known about
or signed off on it, while the political opposition includes
supporters of the prime minister at the time, Thaksin
Shinawatra, who now lives in exile.
“The existence of a U.S. black site is one of Thailand’s
worst kept secrets,” said Andrea Giorgetta, Asia director for
the International Federation for Human Rights, in Paris.
“It is unlikely to be an issue that will resurface here because
nobody would benefit from bringing it up.”
Thailand is far from alone in failing to examine its role
in the CIA program, which allowed terrorism suspects
to be interrogated without any of the standard U.S. legal
protections. Of 54 countries that Open Society identified
as having captured, held, questioned, tortured or helped
transport CIA detainees, fewer than half have opened
domestic inquiries or heard court cases challenging their
involvement.
Panitan Wattanayagorn, a political scientist and advisor to
Thailand’s deputy prime minister on security affairs, said that
many Thais endorsed the army’s tough measures, particularly
against insurgents, and that officials who would have been
aware of the black site had faded from public view.
“It has been a long time,” he said. “The case doesn’t
intrigue the public anymore unless there is new evidence and
that would have to come from the United States.”
Even the prison’s location remains cloaked in mystery.
Many experts believe it was situated at a former U.S.
intelligence post in the remote northeastern province of
Udon Thani. Some say it was at an air base southeast of
Bangkok that U.S. forces have used as a refueling hub for
flights into Afghanistan. Still others point to a section of
Bangkok’s Don Mueang International Airport controlled by
the Thai air force.
What is known is that the black site was established to hold
Abu Zubaydah, a Palestinian who was considered an al-Qaida
suspect when he was captured in Pakistan in March 2002.
The agency wanted a facility where “the comings and
goings of agency officers and their ‘guests’ would not easily
attract attention,” wrote Jose Rodriguez, who ran the counterterrorism center at CIA headquarters and detailed some of
the history of black sites in a 2012 book, “Hard Measures.”
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Gina Haspel has been nominated by Donald Trump as CIA director. She previously oversaw a Thai black site in 2002.
Thailand, which was already operating a joint intelligence
center with the U.S., agreed to help.
“To our potential hosts we promised three things: our
gratitude, a sizable amount of money and our assurances that
we would do everything in our power to keep their support
secret,” wrote Rodriguez, who didn’t identify the country in
his book.
At a facility code-named Detention Site Green, Abu
Zubaydah was kept in a white, windowless cell illuminated
by four halogen lamps, according to a 499-page, partially
redacted summary of the detention program that the Senate
Intelligence Committee released in 2014. He was typically
interrogated while naked and shackled to a chair after being
kept awake for hours.
The first CIA prisoner to undergo the enhanced measures,
he was slammed against a wall, stuffed into a coffin-like box
and waterboarded strapped to a gurney as water was poured
over his face to simulate drowning 83 times, often to the
point of vomiting, the report said.
“Thailand was the test case,” said Benjamin Zawacki,
author of a recent book on U.S.-Thai relations. “It was the
first place where the CIA applied their techniques without
constraints on a foreign national.”
The Senate report concluded that the techniques didn’t
elicit any useful information from Abu Zubaydah. He was
eventually transferred to Guantanamo Bay, where he remains.
But at the time, his interrogators judged “the aggressive
phase” in Thailand a success, the Senate report found. They
wrote to CIA headquarters that it “should be used as a
template for future interrogation of high-value captives.”
Haspel reportedly arrived in Thailand after Abu
Zubaydah’s interrogations and ran the site during the
questioning of another al-Qaida suspect, Abd al-Rahim alNashiri, a Saudi national thought to be involved in the 2000
bombing of the U.S. destroyer Cole.
Al-Nashiri was imprisoned in Thailand for about a month
and waterboarded at least three times, the Senate report said.
James Mitchell, one of the psychologists who helped develop
the interrogation program, recalled that al-Nashiri’s small
frame made it difficult to keep him strapped down.
“When the guards stood the gurney up on end so that he
could clear his sinuses, al-Nashiri would slide down, and his
arms and hands would almost slip out from under the wide
Velcro bands designed to hold him in place,” Mitchell wrote
in his 2016 book, “Enhanced Interrogation.”
When CIA officials worried the location of the black site
had leaked to U.S. media and that too many Thai officials
were also in on the secret they closed it down in December
2002.
Al-Nashiri was moved to a CIA facility in another country
and is currently awaiting military trial at Guantanamo Bay.
Three years later, at the urging of Haspel and others, the
agency destroyed 92 tapes of the interrogations that were
stored at the CIA station in Bangkok.
Amid the renewed controversy over Haspel’s background,
her colleagues are gearing up to defend her record. On
Friday, the CIA released a declassified 2011 memo saying the
agency found “no fault” in Haspel’s role in the destruction of
the tapes.
“Through the confirmation process, the American public
will get to know Ms. Haspel for the first time,” said Jonathan
Liu, a CIA spokesman. “When they do, we are confident
America will be proud to have her as the next CIA director.”

It is unclear when Thailand’s prime minister learned of
the prison. In November 2005, when The Washington Post
broke the story, Thaksin issued heated denials and briefly
threatened to sue the newspaper, according to a leaked State
Department cable.
He and his aides continue to deny prior knowledge of the
black site. But for several years, the telecommunicationstycoon-turned-politician secured concessions from President
George W. Bush for supporting the U.S.-declared war on
terrorism.
In June 2003, just before he traveled to Washington to
meet Bush, Thaksin signed an agreement not to extradite
Americans accused of war crimes to the International
Criminal Court. His government also granted itself sweeping
powers to detain terrorism suspects in what critics likened to
a Thai version of the USA Patriot Act.
Shortly afterward, U.S. and Thai personnel captured
Riduan Isamuddin, an Indonesian al-Qaida suspect better
known as Hambali, outside Bangkok. Over several days, CIA
officers kept Hambali naked, held him in stress positions and
deprived him of solid food, according to the Open Society
report. He is currently imprisoned at Guantanamo Bay.
That October, when Bush was in Bangkok for a regional
summit, he praised Thai forces for “ending (Hambali’s) lethal
career.”
Two months later, the Bush administration upgraded
Thailand to the status of a major non-NATO ally, allowing
the Thai military to purchase U.S. weapons at reduced prices.
In return, the U.S. offered only muted criticism as Thaksin
amassed power, unleashed a bloody drug war that left
thousands dead and imposed a state of emergency to quell
separatist unrest. The army overthrew Thaksin in 2006,
accusing him of corruption, but has continued to use harsh
tactics against civilians in the south under military leader
Prayuth Chan-ocha.
“We are living with the effects of the U.S. cooperation,” said
Pornpen Khongkachonkiet, director of the Cross Cultural
Foundation, an advocacy group that produced a 2016 report
on torture by soldiers and paramilitary groups in southern
Thailand.
The report documented 54 torture cases, many of which
included intense psychological abuse that seemed designed to
create a sense of helplessness. Although it’s unclear whether
any Thai personnel were present during CIA interrogations,
Pornpen said local interrogators appear to have adopted
some of the severest U.S. tactics.
A 41-year-old man said he was made to stand naked on
one leg in extremely low temperatures. A 36-year-old was
force-fed water until he passed out. Several detainees said
they were prevented from sleeping and warned they would be
killed if they didn’t confess to crimes.
Instead of investigating the claims, the army filed a
criminal defamation suit against Pornpen and two colleagues.
The charges were later dropped, but Pornpen said threats of
official retaliation keep victims from speaking out.
The fears appear to be well founded. In 2004, Somchai
Neelapaijit, a human rights lawyer representing five men who
said police tortured them into falsely confessing to an attack,
went missing and was never found.
Five police officers accused in Somchai’s disappearance
were acquitted. In 2011, one of his clients was convicted
of making false statements about his alleged torture and
sentenced to two years in prison.

57 people killed in brutal suicide bombing in Afghanistan
By Shashank Bengali and Sultan Faizy
Los Angeles Times

KABUL, Afghanistan — As a crowd of Afghans lined up outside a voter registration center in Kabul
on Sunday, a suicide bomber blew himself up, killing 57 people in the deadliest of a spate of attacks on
Afghanistan’s upcoming elections, officials said.
Six people were also killed when a vehicle struck a roadside bomb near a voter registration center
in the northern province of Baghlan, the fifth attack in a week on the election process, Afghan media
reported.
The Kabul attack, in the western area of the capital in a neighborhood heavily populated with
members of the Hazara ethnic group, targeted a compound where government statistics officials were
distributing national identification cards.
The death toll climbed steadily throughout the day, and by nightfall it stood at 57 people dead and
119 wounded, said Wahidullah Majrooh, spokesman for the Afghan public health ministry.
At least five of the dead were children, believed to have been students at a nearby high school.
Witnesses said only two police officers were guarding the center, adding to fears that Afghan security
forces were ill-prepared to stop insurgent attacks on parliamentary elections scheduled for October.
The bomber detonated his vest in the crowd before he could be searched by police, said Hashmat
Stanikzai, a Kabul police spokesman. He could not confirm how many officers were posted at the
center.
Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attack via its Amaq news agency, saying its target was
Shiite Muslims. Most Hazaras are Shiite. The Sunni extremist group has claimed several high-profile
bombings against Shiites in Afghanistan, including one at a mosque last October in which more than 50
people were killed.
A U.S.-led campaign of ground and air operations has reduced Islamic State’s presence in

Afghanistan to several hundred fighters. But they have continued to claim devastating assaults on the
heart of Kabul, illustrating the inability of Afghan forces to secure prominent public places.
Witnesses had complained to police a day before the bombing that there was far too little security
at the registration center, which is in a residential area. Haji Zaman, a tribal elder, said more than 100
people were waiting in line outside the compound Saturday with just two police officers guarding the
center.
“I argued with policemen and some more people came to support me, saying there’s no security
outside the compound and people shouldn’t gather there,” Zaman said. He said he called the head of the
center and told him to shut it down because civilians could be at risk.
When the center opened a week ago, as President Ashraf Ghani began a voter registration drive,
Zaman said that authorities had promised to erect barriers and station about 60 security officers around
the center. They never did, he said.
On Sunday, Zaman was standing near the line when a woman approached him holding her photo,
asking for his help in registering to vote. As he spoke with her, the blast ripped through the air, throwing
them to the ground.
Zaman escaped unharmed, but the woman was wounded. Blood-spattered bodies lay everywhere, he
said; bits of flesh were caught in the trees.
Jawad, a 34-year-old who uses only one name, said the explosion left his ears ringing for several
minutes. He helped get bodies into ambulances but said that no additional security forces arrived until
most of the victims had been taken to hospitals.
Hours after the blast, he stood outside the center carrying a white plastic bag that he had salvaged
from the site. Inside were the ID papers of someone he had never met.
“The government has been calling on people to get registered and vote, and now I’m holding an ID
and a voting card of a victim fallen in blood,” Jawad said. “Is this the way that the government promises
to secure the voting process?”
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By Britton Rozzelle
Staff Writer

It’s no secret to my close friends and those who listen to me
complain about things on a weekly basis that Kratos, hailing from
Sony Santa Monica’s seminal “God of War” franchise, was one of
my absolute least favorite characters in video game history. He’s
almost a non-character in the second and third games, only existing
as a conduit for rage, hyper-masculine aggression and the things
that come with pillaging, fulfilling only the most base of male power
fantasies. In no uncertain terms, the titular “God of War” himself
ruined the franchise for me — despite the satisfying combat and
exploration elements found within.
It’s with this in mind that I have to say this year’s “God of War”
is likely the strongest console exclusive on the Playstation 4 since
“Bloodborne,” and that’s in no small part to the expertly handled
characterization of Kratos and the world he now inhabits.
Now wizened, graying and collected, this Kratos we’re introduced
to is a father living with the sins of his past in the harsh wilderness
of Midgard, the Nordic land of mortals. How he got there is a
mystery, but players are immediately thrust into an introspective
quest with meaning and heart that serves almost entirely as a foil to
the adventures of Kratos in past games. Here, instead of killing his
way to Mount Olympus to get revenge, he must lead his young son
— Atreus — on a journey to ready him for the times ahead.
Obviously, this doesn’t go particularly smoothly, leading
Kratos and his son to several of the nine realms that make up
the Nordic cosmology, encountering gods like Baldur, Freya
and Tyr along the way, and putting them in the crossfire of a world
on the brink of war.
As players explore the world with these characters, the
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relationship between Kratos and Atreus shifts naturally as the
former learns how to be more compassionate and patient, and the
latter learns the real cost of learning from mistakes and letting go
of anger. It’s an interesting dynamic that, while not wholly unique
to the world of video games, is particularly well-realized by solid
writing and performance. A talented voice cast perfectly conveys
Kratos’ resolution to let go of the fiery rage that once drove him and
his son’s more carefree personality.
In addition to the growth between Kratos and Atreus as father
and son, each character gains access to a multitude of abilities to aid
in combat and exploration — much like “Castlevania” or “Metroid”
games — where each new item can help open up a new path or
cavern to explore for items, upgrades and armor. Combat, too, is
noteworthy — being just fast enough to be reminiscent of the old
“hack and slash” roots from the series, but deliberate, satisfying and
more calculated
— almost a direct reflection of Kratos’
changes from
“God of War 3” to now. His trademark
“Spartan Rage”
is still a present mechanic, but only as a
last-resort
to turn the tide of a particularly brutal
encounter against

some high-level draugr or dark elves.
Nothing is more satisfying in “God of War” than setting up a
particularly flashy ice-infused combo on a way-too-big troll and
executing it perfectly, other than exploring the world and opening
up new paths for exploration.
Open-world in nature, “God of War” allows players to continue
the journey at their own pace, with countless nooks to explore and
scour for items, side-quests and experience points to upgrade the
characters. While not entirely necessary for completion of the game,
these optional areas provide puzzles, challenges and encounters
that would actively detract from the experience as each one grants
players more time to spend with Kratos and Atreus as they learn
(and so too does the player) about the Nordic mythology that drives
the setting.
In many ways, “God of War” is both an evolution and a critique
of past games in the series. Kratos’ actions in the previous games,
the ones I so resented him for, weigh heavily on him throughout the
journey as he tries to separate himself from the past. The puzzles
and combat are more thought out and interesting too, dialing back
the fire and brimstone of the series and making it into a more
intimate, emotional affair.
Sony Santa Monica has created a masterpiece with “God of War,”
and if this is just the beginning of a new arc for Kratos, I guess I’m
going to be along for the ride.
Britton Rozzelle
edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

Anti-bully gaming campaign
does more harm than good
By John Keilman
Chicago Tribune

It seemed like a killer idea: combat
sexist harassment in online video games by
unleashing hit squads of talented female
players to slay the bullies.
But after marketing agency FCB Chicago
launched “Bully Hunters” last week with a
splashy livestream, the campaign was mocked
by gamers, criticized by harassment experts
and disowned by the companies it had enlisted
as supporters. Within days, the agency shut it
down.
What went wrong?
According to the agency, the demise of
Bully Hunters was a case of good-intentioned
naivete colliding with the idiosyncratic,
often-aggressive world of online gaming.
Others, though, say it was the result of cynical
opportunism that exacerbated the problem the
marketers were trying to solve.
Fighting harassment “is a real, honest-toGod issue which unfortunately now has been
tainted by this insincere, totally superficial
effort,” said Rebecca Rothschild, a Chicago
gamer and writer who has endured online
bullying. “It bothered me on a lot of levels.”
Liz Taylor, chief creative officer of FCB
Chicago, said Bully Hunters was a pro bono
project for the agency, akin to campaigns it
has done on handgun violence, colon cancer
and Chicago’s bid for the second Amazon
headquarters.
Researchers have established that in-game
harassment is a pervasive problem, and Taylor
said she has personal experience with it: Her
teenage daughter endured online harassment
so upsetting that she no longer enjoys gaming.
“There were a lot of people in the agency
who had a passion around trying to make the
gaming environment a safer, more inclusive
place for everyone,” she said.
But one thing they didn’t have was
experience. Keisha Howard, founder of a
female-centric video game consultancy and
event organizer called Sugar Gamers, said that
was evident when she talked with FCB Chicago
about the concept.
She said she was bothered by the idea that
girls and women need saviors to protect them
from gaming bullies. She also was concerned
about the title FCB Chicago focused on,
Counter-Strike: Global Offensive, or CS:GO,
a popular first-person shooter game that is
notoriously complex.
“They went for the biggest bear and didn’t do
their research on the game,” Howard said. “It
was easily torn apart by hard-core gamers who
absolutely understand that title.”
FCB said the campaign wasn’t a marketing
opportunity for brands, but several companies

and organizations still lent their support,
including SteelSeries, a Chicago-based maker
of gaming accessories, and the Chicago chapter
of the National Organization for Women.
On April 12, the agency launched Bully
Hunters with a livestream from Chicago’s Ignite
Gaming Lounge. It began with a montage of
vicious insults recorded during games, followed
by a woman’s voice intoning over a countdown:
“This ends in three, two ....”
The set featured “casual gamers” playing
CS:GO on computers, while across the room,
the “Bully Hunters” waited to enter the fray.
An online tool was supposed to summon them
into the game, where they would track down
and eliminate bullies, leaving a calling card in
the chat: “Harassment is not a game.”
The livestream included two purported
episodes of harassment: In each, a voice that
sounded like it belonged to the same man
made vulgar, sexist and threatening remarks to
female players, only to be dispatched by a Bully
Hunter.
The action seemed artificial to veteran
CS:GO players, who accurately called it out
as fake. One of the livestream’s hosts, Nati
Casanova, a popular gamer who goes by the
handle ZombiUnicorn, later said she flubbed
a scripted line meant to emphasize that the
encounters were staged.
“We would 100 percent agree that that key
message didn’t come across,” Taylor said. “Our
intent was never to mislead anyone. It was to
point out this is what could happen in the real
world.”
“You did more harm than good here, clearly,”
he said. “This is so idiotic that no one is going
to take harassment seriously. That’s how stupid
it is. So don’t pretend that you took a step
forward; this is taking a step back.”
The only group that stood by the effort was
Chicago NOW. Paloma Delgadillo, the chapter’s
president, said she wasn’t surprised by the
blowback but rejected the idea that it harmed
the anti-harassment movement.
“As an activist, you never have perfect tools
in your toolbox,” she said. “I’m of the opinion
that if there’s a problem, we always need to be
looking for a solution. If it doesn’t work, it’s
OK. Hopefully this brings attention to it.”
Jesse Fox, an Ohio State University professor
who has studied sexist behavior in video
games, said Bully Hunters relied on a faulty
premise that harassers can be brought to heel
through chastening defeat.
“We know from aggression studies in video
games that when they get more frustrated they
get angrier, and they’re more likely to (bully),”
she said. “When someone comes in and wipes
the floor with you, you’re not going to be
amenable to hearing the message.”

