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No search yet for
new ‘Boro president

Hannan set to remain in
president position until filled
By Hannah McDonald
Executive Editor

Six months after former Edinboro University president Dr.
H. Fred Walker stepped down, the university is still without
permanent leadership. And according to Angela Burrows,
assistant vice president for marketing and communications
at EU, “there is nothing new to report on the status of the
presidential search at this time, but we should be prepared to
provide an update in the not-too-distant future.”
Kenn Marshall, media relations manager of the
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE),
said of a future search: “Once the search begins, it usually
is about a six-month process from start to finish. The goal
usually is to have a new president start at the beginning of
the academic year.”
This does not always work out, said Marshall, especially
in a situation such as the one PASSHE is in now, where more
than one university (both EU and Mansfield University) are
without a president.
Once the process begins, the search is relatively straight
forward, Marshall explained, as they “pretty much follow the
same pattern.”
First, it is in the hands of the Council of Trustees
chair from the university in question to appoint a search
committee. The committee includes staff, faculty, trustees,
alumni and at least one student. This group is responsible
for the first round of interview for eligible applicants. When
the field of candidates is narrowed to just a few, they are
invited to the university campus for open forums.
Following the forums, Marshall said: “The committee then
recommends two candidates to the Council. The Council
can approve them or choose from among the others and
then submits two names to the Board of Governors (BOG).”
The BOG then conducts the final interviews and
ultimately chooses the new president of said university.
Though a time-consuming endeavor that many variables
play into, those connected to Edinboro should not be
worried about the university’s empty presidency, Burrows
said, continuing, “It is not unusual for an interim to be in
place for a year.”
While neither a committee has been formed or a search
has been undertaken as of now, it can be noted that “the
cost of our most recent searches [have] ranged from about
$125,000 to $150,000,” Marshall said.
When the search is underway, the committee will then be

See President, A2
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Kevon Bruce, Brooklyn native, began working at Edinboro University as the Frederick Douglass Scholar in 2018.

Edinboro University names 2018-19
Frederick Douglass Institute Scholar
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

In June, Kevon Bruce, a man with a burning passion to help
those set at a disadvantage, was named the 2018-2019 Frederick
Douglass Scholar at Edinboro University.
Bruce, a Brooklyn native, found himself with the wrong
crowd in his later years of high school. It was a move to
Maryland and a furthering of his education that set him on the
right path. Eventually, this would all lead him to his desire to
help those in need, specifically minorities who are found at a
disadvantage in the educational system.
After getting his bachelor’s degree at Purchase University
and his master’s from California University, he found his way
to Argosy University, where he is currently working towards his
doctorate of education in counselor education and supervision.
Bruce was encouraged by former Edinboro student, Dr.
Courtney Conley, to apply for the Frederick Douglass Institute

(FDI) program, a project by Pennsylvania’s State System of
Higher Education (PASSHE).
The institute is a program that allows candidates to gain
field experience and opportunities, designed for those who are
looking into the possibility of working for a university and are
towards the end of their doctoral degree or terminal degree.
Each of the 14 state schools in Pennsylvania offer the FDI
program.
Each person who goes into the FDI program has a different
goal and a different outcome. Bruce — who is working closely
with Dr. Rhonda Matthews and Dr. Andre Smith of the history,
politics, languages and cultures department, and Dr. Adrienne
Dixon of the school of psychology and special education — is
looking to see how he can leave an impact at the university by

See FDI, A2

EU reflects on the passing of
Associate Professor Thomas Lipinski
By Hannah McDonald
Executive Editor

Edinboro cross country teams
kick off season with wins at home.
Sports, B1.
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A native of Pittsburgh, Assistant Professor
Thomas Lipinski was a part of the Edinboro
University community for nearly two
decades before his death on Sept. 6. Lipinski
was 63 years old.
Beginning his time at Edinboro in 2000,
Lipinski was first hired as a full-time,
temporary instructor. In 2001, he was given
a tenure-track position, earning full tenure
in 2006. Between 2011 and 2014, Lipinski
was the department chair for the university’s
English and philosophy programs.
Teaching freshman composition, creative
writing, screenwriting and advanced
screenwriting, Lipinski was “well-liked by
students” and a “beloved” member of the
campus community, wrote Interim President
Michael Hannan in an email last week.
“Tom was an honest and direct person
who approached life and all its challenges
fearlessly, with determination and humor,”
Dr. Mary Pannicia Carden said of her late
colleague. “There was nothing false or
pretentious about him.”
Lipinski, who was described by Dr. Jeffery
Bartone as “a gregarious person with a big
booming laugh,” was a published author
whose works focused on crime and detective

The Arts

fiction. Often, his work was set in his
hometown.
“Lipinski was a ‘Pittsburgher’ through
and through,” said Professor John Repp.
“He embodied many of the virtues of that
city’s working-class history and sensibility:
blunt honesty, hard-won humor, instinctive
generosity of spirit, a deep sense of fair play,
unwavering loyalty to those worthy of it, and
utter disdain for pretension.”
“His gift for storytelling translated easily
into his detective novels,” Robert Hass, an
Edinboro professor, whose office was next
to Lipinski, said. In both his personal and
professional work, Hass said Lipinski was
“refreshingly candid and genuine.”
His work “Death in the Steel City” won
the Shamus Award, “an award given by the
Private Eye Writers of America (PWA) for
best detective fiction genre novels and short
stories of the year,” Hannan wrote.
“One of the things I appreciated most
about Tom was that he had one foot in
academia and the other one in the workaday
world,” Dr. Roger Solberg said, reflecting on
Lipinski’s life and work. “His experience with
the grittier side of life not only informed the

See Lipinski, A3

Sports
The Meadville
Fine Arts
Gallery opens featuring
local artists and nature
based pieces, A4.

Football takes win over Bloomsburg
University, B1.
Photo: Matt Durisko | Sports Information
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Having a plan: Edinboro University earns title of StormReady

Photo: Kelly Staschak

Interim Edinboro University President Michael Hannan receives award from the National Weather Service.

By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

In spite of the dreary morning weather, occupants of the
Reeder Hall lobby stayed cheery as Edinboro University
was officially recognized for its adherence to weather safety
standards.
At 11 a.m. on Sept. 6, the National Weather Service (NWS)
program called StormReady, which was started in 1998,
acknowledged the university for, “improving the timeliness
and effectiveness of hazardous weather warnings for the
public through a diligent and proactive approach of increased

communication and preparedness.”
The entire process started in June of this year, which
included an on-site visit from NWS professionals and
members of the StormReady committee. One of the main
reasons for the university being noticed was its 24-hour
warning protocol and its ability to “develop a formal hazardous
weather plan,” which is one of the main requirements,
according to Christine Riley, a weather coordination
meteorologist for the NWS who works in the Cleveland
Weather Forecast Office.
Many praised the university for this accomplishment,

President
From A1
looking both internally and externally for a presidential candidate. “The search will be open
to all qualified applicants,” Burrows said.
As the committee looks for presidential candidates, Interim President Michael Hannan
is not eligible. This restriction is found in Policy 1983-13-A: Process for Recommending
Presidential Appointment, by the PASSHE Board of Governors.
“Acting or Interim President” of the search procedure clearly states: “The acting or interim
university president shall not be eligible for the position.”
Angela Burrows said, while not eligible for full presidency himself, Hannan “plans to
remain as interim president until a new president is hired.”
Hannah McDonald | edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

FDI
From A1
building a research design that’ll allow him to
find what it is students of color at EU need,
and how he can best assist them in that.
“I’m just trying to figure out what they
(students of color) need, and make sure their
needs are met,” said Bruce. However, even if
he finds out he can’t meet exact needs, he’s
going to be there for them the best way he can.
“Something I can do is advocate on behalf of
them,” he continued. “Be a mentor, a friend, a
shoulder to cry on.”
When discussing his overall goal from this
experience at Edinboro University, Bruce
said, “I want to help children of color who
have lost their footing.” His first priority is to
help people who have faced troubling times
and remind them that even when set at a

disadvantage, they can do great things. He
wants them to know that they’re not alone.
“I want people to know that there are people
there who look like them,” he continued.
While Bruce’s office is in Butterfield, he says
he’ll be around campus trying to get to know
students. He hopes that his presence among
students will spark a trust.
“You have to produce something that they
can put their trust into,” Bruce stated, and
that is exactly what he hopes to accomplish by
being a figure on campus students can relate
to.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

especially since it happened for the first time on its first
attempt.
“You guys were all set,” said Riley, regarding the eight-page
application process. Riley is also confident in the university’s
ability to renew their status in three years, which is how long
accreditation lasts.
Edinboro is now the second Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education (PASSHE) school and one of six universities
in Pennsylvania to function as one of 95 statewide sites.
There are currently sites in 62 Pennsylvania counties, 16
communities or, living areas such as towns or cities that
are smaller than counties, and 10 commercial sites, all of
which hold 22 supporters, one of which is an “organization,
business, facility or local government entity actively engaged
in weather safety and preparedness that is unable to meet all
the requirements of the full StormReady or TsunamiReady
program,” as defined on weather.gov
Being “StormReady” also “creates a partnership with
the NWS for emergency preparedness and weather-related
emergencies,” said Jim Dahle, director of environmental health
and safety for the university.
September is National Preparedness Month and Campus
Fire Safety Month, and Dahle said that he finds both the event
and accreditation fitting.
Those in attendance learned that “98 percent of
presidentially declared disasters are weather related,” a statistic
that is included on the NWS website and was shared by Dahle
in the beginning.
Hannan was pleased with the achievement of this goal.
“We have for many years tried to provide as safe a campus as
possible,” he said during an interview. Hannan also said that
this event serves as “recognition of the work we have been
doing over many years” and that taking emergency procedures
seriously is “a positive for the university.”
After acknowledging current use of the “EU Shield”
safety app, which was discussed recently on JET-24, a direct
comparison was made between this and Edinboro’s weather
safety recognition. “We have always tried to be as prepared as
possible,” said Hannan.
To be StormReady is to be prepared, and while preparedness
does not guarantee prevention, Edinboro University’s tenacity
and likelihood of future recognition is clear.
Amber Chisholm | eupnew.spectator@gmail.com.

Edinboro council discusses public
beautification and safety at new meeting
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Issues that were in focus at the Sept. 10
Home Rule Borough of Edinboro council
meeting included public beautification,
the student rental ordinance, public safety,
pension plans and a brief mentioning of
officials who will be leaving their positions.
Public beautification was the initial
concern, as the appearance of public
benches and the water authority fence were
addressed. A member of the public asked if
benches could potentially be painted with
images including scenes of Edinboro to
“lighten things up a little bit — with all the
renovations in town.”
For the water authority fence, both
members of the council and the public are
looking to improve aesthetics so that it no
longer looks “like a jail.” The town currently
uses a facade grant that is worth $15,000,
but is looking to apply for one that is worth
$250,000 or $100,000 each year to help with
both this concern and public safety.
Jason Spangenberg, who took the
place of Borough Manager Kevin Opple
in his absence, discussed water system
improvements and a desired $250 local tax

credit for firefighters on which they are
waiting for a draft ordinance.
The 2019 minimum municipal
obligations (MMOs) for pension plans was
one of the final points of discussion, next to
the retirement of Edinboro Police Chief Jeff
Craft and plans for Halloween. The MMOs
“are very well funded, so we’re in good
shape,” said Spangenberg.
Craft was replaced upon retirement by
new Edinboro Police Chief Al Donahue,
who has worked for the borough for 20
years.
Mary Ann Horne, a council member
who is also chair of the finance committee,
motioned for “Trick or Treat” to happen
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Oct. 31, and this
was quickly agreed upon.
The council typically meets on the second
Monday of each month for discussion at
6:30 p.m., and further information can be
found at edinboro.net.
Pick up the next issue of The Spectator
for updates on the student rental ordinance
in Edinboro.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow

Aug. 26: University judicial affairs handled an incident in which a student resident of Highlands 3 removed the smoke detector from their room.
Aug. 28: At approximately 7:50 a.m., an individual discovered damage to her car window while
it was parked in the McComb parking lot.
Sept. 1: According to campus police, at approximately 2 a.m., Eric Wickert, 18, was charged
with underage drinking after being observed near Rose Hall allegedly under the influence of
alcohol.
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EU Highland Games
Photos by Benjamin McCullough

The annual Calling of the Clans was marked
by the ceremonial lighting of the bonfire,
hence beginning The Highland Games (left).

Bagpipe players warm up and prepare for
a performance in the lawns of Edinboro
University (below).

Local vendors selling unique wares — such as
the apparel and tapestries seen below — were
in attendance.

Individuals compete in the weight
throwing competition, one of the
many tests of skills and strength at the
Highland Games (below).

Lipinski
From A1
novels he wrote,” Solberg continued, “but it gave him a no-nonsense approach to his role as
department chair.”
Repp, who worked with Lipinski for eight years, spoke kindly on his friend’s morality and
integrity after news of his death.
“I many times witnessed him doing right when it was hard to do right and when most other
people would have given up doing right,” Repp said. “Like all of us, he had his flaws, but unlike
far too many of us, you never had to guess what those were, and he never tried to escape their
consequences. He’s on the short list of people I’d want alongside me in the proverbial dark
alley.”
The J. Bradley McGonigle Funeral Home and Crematory in Sharon, Pennsylvania made
arrangements for his funeral, which was hosted on Tuesday, Sept. 11.
Hannah McDonald | @edinboronow

Trump historically unpopular given economy
By Alex Tanzi and Rich Miller
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump’s
unpopularity is unprecedented given the strength
of the economy.
That’s according to a Bloomberg analysis of
polling data. It shows that Trump is the first U.S.
leader dating back to at least Ronald Reagan whose
approval rating is consistently low and lagging
consumers’ favorable assessment of the economy.
“There’s a huge disconnect,” said Karlyn
Bowman, a senior fellow and public opinion
polling expert at the American Enterprise Institute,
a conservative think tank based in Washington.
“The economy doesn’t seem to be dominating in a
way that it often does in elections.”
That’s a big problem for Republicans as they
try to maintain control of Congress. White House
Budget Director Mick Mulvaney acknowledged
as much last week, telling Republican backers in
a private meeting that they needed to get voters
to focus on the economy and not on Trump in
November, according to the New York Times.
There’s little doubt that the economy is on
a roll, though it’s not doing quite as well as the
president maintained in a hyperbolic tweet on
Monday suggesting its performance may be the
best ever. Gross domestic product expanded at
its fastest clip in four years in the second quarter.
Unemployment is a near the lowest since the 1960s
and wages look to be finally on the rise.
What’s more, households agree that the
economy is doing well, according to the weekly
Bloomberg Consumer Comfort poll.
The trouble for Trump: While consumer
sentiment on the economy is currently higher than
the average of any president since the poll started

in the 1980’s, his approval rating as measured by a
separate Washington Post/ABC News survey is the
lowest of the lot. That’s according to calculations
by Langer Research Associates, which oversees
polling for the Bloomberg Consumer Comfort
Index.
“The economy booms, but President Donald
Trump’s numbers are a bust,” said Quinnipiac
University pollster Tim Malloy.
AEI’s Bowman attributed Americans’ differing
assessments of the economy and the president
to “Trump’s personality and the circus in
Washington, which seems to daily drown out
everything else.”
The result of all the ramped-up rhetoric in the
nation’s capital: Republicans and Democrats are as
divided as they’ve been for 14 years when it comes
to their overall assessment of how they’re doing.
A polarization index, which measures the
difference in sentiment between supporters of the
two parties in the Consumer Comfort poll, shows
the gap widening rapidly since Trump took office
in January 2017. It’s now approaching levels last
seen in 2004 during the height of the war in Iraq.
One bright spot for Trump and the Republicans
does shine through in the Bloomberg Consumer
Comfort survey. Unlike Democrats, political
independents have grown more optimistic as the
economy has forged ahead.
Two caveats, however: Independents are not
nearly as upbeat as Republicans are and a clear
majority of them still disapprove of the president’s
overall performance, according to the latest
Washington Post-ABC News poll.
Clearly, “a strong economy does not guarantee
a popular presidency,” said Gary Langer of New
York-based Langer Research Associates.
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Meadville Fine Arts debuts nature-themed exhibits
By Livia Homerski
Arts Editor

Meadville Fine Arts hosted a
reception for two local artists and
their new exhibits — Tim Timon’s
“Something Fishy” and Monica
Schwegman’s “If Trees Could Talk” —
on Sept. 7.
Schwegman’s work will be on
display through Sept. 30, while
Timon’s work will run through Oct.
31. Meadville Fine Arts is open from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through

Friday, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturdays. Both exhibits share the
theme of nature, with Timon focusing
on fish and Schwegman on trees.
Timon spent most of his life
outdoors as a landscape designer at
TNT Landscaping in Waterford. “I
grew up on the water, so I guess I
had a love for fresh air and just being
by myself. I like that a lot — being
by myself. A lot of people don’t
understand that, but it’s my way of
relaxing.”

Photo: Livia Homerski

Timon is inspired by the rich colors found on fish, such as the
Palomino trout.

Timon started painting 22 years
ago when he began a venture in wood
carving. “I thought I’d teach myself
how to paint first, because that is a big
part of it. I never got into the wood
carving though.”
When asked how Timon
incorporates the way he feels in nature
into his work, he explained: “I try to
feel like I’m standing next to what I’m
painting, whether it’s underwater or
not. I just feel like I should be there,
like it’s my second life.”
“I started out with fish. People
say, ‘Why fish?,’ and I tell them...
look at the colors! I actually wanted
to do (paint) some for kids rooms to
brighten up a room.”
Timon appreciates all fish equally,
and when it comes to painting fish,
he just tries to look for creatures with
striking colors. “I look for contrasting
fish too; fish that look nice next to
each other and then that’s what I
make.”
Timon primarily uses oil paints
in his work. Recently he has been
experimenting with “oiling out,” a
technique that the old masters of
painting used, such as Raphael, Jan
Van Eyck and Rembrandt. “What you
do basically is paint, let it dry, then oil
the whole painting up again...it creates
a layering effect, like you’re looking
through a layer of glass,” explained
Timon.
He spends plenty of time fishing,
especially at Lake Erie. The largest fish
he ever caught was a 52-pound carp.
He also enjoys fishing on the ocean:
“because you never know what you’re
gonna catch. It’s usually something
pretty unique.”
Schwegman is an artist from
Waterford who found herself
exploring nature more and more after
purchasing 20 acres of land in 2013.
Her body of work, “If Trees Could
Talk,” explores the 17 purposes that
trees serve in our environment.
Schwegman began her artistic
journey in high school, then heading
to the University of Cincinnati for
two years for fashion design. She

Art of Japanese calligraphy
exhibit hits Bates Gallery

Yuki Kubota is a student at Edinboro University from Tokyo, Japan. Kubota has been learning
Japanese and Chinese calligraphy since he was 6 years old, but it was not until high school when
he began to focus on the artistry of the form. His exhibit features information about the art, as well
as a book of characters and meaning in addition to the pieces on the wall. “Japanese Calligraphy
Exhibition” is on display from Sept. 9-14 in Bates Gallery at Loveland Hall.

Photos: Livia Homerski

Traditionally, Japanese calligraphy is made with an ink-dipping brush.

Photo: Livia Homerski

Each piece was named after one of the 17 purposes trees serve in nature.
would transfer to Kansas City Art
Institute, where she majored in studio
painting. Like many people who go to
college, she found that her first major
did not quite suit her. “That was my
first choice (fashion design), before
I found out I really didn’t excel at it
and wasn’t crazy about it. The art part
of it, such as painting and drawing is
what I enjoyed, so that’s why I went to
Kansas City.”
When asked whether nature has
always been an influence in her work,
Schwegman replied that it wasn’t
really until her and her husband
bought 20 acres of land and began
spending time outdoors on their
property. Schwegman began to attend
workshops about forestry where she
learned more about the importance
of trees.
However, in her time at the Kansas
City Art Institute, Schwegman
described a body of work she did
inspired by trees. “It was mostly
drawing, not too much painting and
since then, I really hadn’t done much
with trees until we moved onto this
property. That’s what really brought
the two together this time around,”
she said.
Schwegman mostly works in
mixed media, especially for this
project. She uses pencils, pens, paint,
photography and programs such as

Adobe Photoshop in her work. On
some of her pieces, such as “Purpose
#13 ‘We provide wood for building,’”
she broke down the process of how
she incorporated the texture of leaves
into the work.
“I took photographs first, then
did line drawings and scanned those
into the computer and worked with
them in Photoshop. I combined
the two mediums — drawing and
photography — and then I added
some color into the design on the
computer and printed them on rice
paper, which is called Okawara paper,”
Schwegman explained.
“After I did that, I traced the line
drawings onto the board and painted
some layers of color, and then I fixed
the paper on the board. Once the
paper is on the board, the colors show
through the translucent paper, and if I
don’t like the way the texture is, I will
go over it with paint, colored pencils,
or pen.”
Schwegman’s current favorite tree
is the state tree of Pennsylvania, the
Hemlock. “Right now, it’s kind of in
trouble because of disease, so it’s been
a concern of ours because we have
a lot of Hemlocks on our property.
That’s another reason why I did this
project — to raise awareness.”
Livia Homerski | @edinboronow
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Paul McCartney

Estelle

$uicide Boy$

“Egypt Station”

“Lovers Rock”

“I Want to Die in New Orleans”

Musically, Paul McCartney is still structurally
dynamic as ever. However, some of the lyrical
content, especially on the lustier tracks, comes
across as forced and passé.

“Lover’s Rock” was an enjoyable album to listen
to and serves up a handful of good messages,
such as the importance of loving others.

The group has amazing energy, but the lyrics
weren’t written to stick and the rapping is
predictable at best.

Standout Tracks
“I Don’t Know,” “Dominoes” & “Despite
Repeated Warnings.”

Standout Tracks
“Love Like Ours,” “Ain’t Yo Bitch” & “Better.”

Standout Tracks
“10,000 Degrees” & “Carrolton”

Mac Miller: A rapper to be missed by fans and the community
Pittsburgh-born artist dies at 26, exhibited
growth, musically and socially, in his work
By Mikael Wood
Los Angeles Times

Mac Miller was undeniably a child of the
internet.
As a teenager in the early 2000s, he went
online to study the hip-hop stars working
hundreds or thousands of miles from his
home in Pittsburgh. Later, after he started
rapping himself, he used YouTube and
social media to build a following with little
institutional support, a following robust
enough that his debut album, 2011’s “Blue
Slide Park,” became the first independently
released project to top the Billboard 200 in
more than 15 years.
Yet Miller, who died Friday at age 26 of an
apparent drug overdose, also managed during
his too-short career to do what the internet
makes difficult: He evolved. His album
“Swimming,” which came out just weeks
before his death, showcased an artist still
finding himself.
When he first appeared, Miller had the look
and feel of a carefree party rapper; “Blue Slide
Park,” named after a Pittsburgh playground,
presented a sweet and fun-loving bro whose
enjoyment of life was exceeded only by his
enjoyment of the white privilege that enabled
him to bypass many of the traditional steps to
hip-hop success.
“We just storm in your house/ Open doors
through a cloud,” he rapped over an oftsampled late ‘60s saxophone lick in “Party
on Fifth Ave.,” and if the blitheness of his
approach failed to endear him to the genre’s
intellectual elite, it quickly made him an
avatar of the so-called frat-rap scene that also
gave us Asher Roth and Sammy Adams.
A profile like that can be hard to dismantle
in a digital environment where nothing
disappears. Google Roth’s name today and

one of the first results is still his willfully
obnoxious “I Love College,” which came out
nearly a decade ago.
Indeed, Miller had his own albatross:
“Donald Trump,” a bratty and admiring, and
platinum-selling, 2011 single that he found
himself answering for years later after the
real-estate magnate got into politics. (On
YouTube, “Donald Trump” has about 150
million plays, considerably more than the
695,000 for a 2016 appearance on Comedy
Central in which he described Trump as an
“egomaniacal, attention-thirsty, psychopathic,
power-hungry, delusional waste of skin and
bones.”)
As sticky as the frat-rap label threatened
to be, though, Miller by 2013 was somehow
beginning to shake it.
His second album, “Watching Movies With
the Sound Off,” revealed a guy with more
in his head than just thoughts of beers and
babes. His lyrics took on a kind of stonerphilosophical bent, while his music, much of
which he produced himself (sometimes under
the alias Larry Fish-erman), reached toward
jazz and R&B.
He also seemed to gain a clearer
understanding of his place in the hip-hop
ecosystem. In a documentary by the Fader,
he described his growing awareness of the
advantages of his whiteness, evidence of
a social and emotional intelligence that
developed further for 2015’s “GO:OD AM,”
on which he rapped vividly about race and the
struggle with addiction that began when he
started spending much of his life on the road.
“The Divine Feminine,” released the next
year, uncovered a new tenderness; it finishes
with a touching monologue about the
endurance of love by Miller’s grandmother.
And sonically, the record felt a world away
from his earliest stuff, with as much singing as

rapping amid lush arrangements dotted with
horns and strings.
Miller’s musical ripening took place in Los
Angeles, where he moved after his debut took
off, “Greatest decision of my life,” he once told
an interviewer, and where he instituted what
was often referred to as an open-door
policy at his home studio.
The caliber of Angelenos
who came rolling through
over the years, from
Flying Lotus to Kendrick
Lamar to producer
and film composer Jon
Brion, speaks to how
thoroughly he overcame
his initial image; many
were precisely the type
of prestigious acts that
seemed unlikely ever to
cross paths with Miller back
in the bad old frat-rap days.
Yet L.A. was also a place of
heartache for Miller.
He rapped frequently
about the
alienating effects
of the celebrityindustrial
complex,
which he
experienced
up close
when he
took part
in an
MTV

reality show and when he entered a romantic
relationship with Ariana Grande. (The two
met in 2013 when Miller contributed a playful
guest verse to the pop singer’s hit “The Way.”)
In May, Grande announced they’d broken
up; later that month, Miller was arrested after
he crashed his car into a utility pole. For a
while, things looked pretty bleak for the
rapper.
Then he took one more leap
in maturity for the remarkable
“Swimming.” With contributions
from soul and funk specialists
including Thundercat, DamFunk and Dev Hynes, it uses
sophisticated grooves to put
across stories about searching
for, and occasionally finding,
stability after turmoil.
Few likely saw it coming. But
that was Miller’s style.

The Arts
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Fall film preview: ‘Predator’ rebooted, ‘Wreck-it-Ralph’ returns
By Clint O’Connor

Akron Beacon Journal
This fall at the multiplex, Bradley
Cooper becomes a director, Jamie
Lee Curtis revisits her slasher-movie
past, Queen’s Freddie Mercury
gets the biopic treatment, Tiffany
Haddish schools Kevin Hart and
Neil Armstrong goes back to the
moon.
The fall season usually means
a flood of Oscar-bait titles and
so-called grown-up films, but
we’ll also have more from Marvel
comics (“Venom”), animated fare
(the return of “Wreck-It Ralph”),
comedies (“Second Act,” “Johnny
English Strikes Again”) and even a
western (“The Sisters Brothers”).
Here’s a sneak peek at nearly 50
new films heading our way in the
next three months.

SEPTEMBER

Sept. 14: Matthew McConaughey
spent months in Northeast Ohio
last year shooting “White Boy
Rick.” The based-on-a-true-story
tale charts the life of Ricky Wershe
(Richie Merritt) who, as a teenager,
became an FBI informant and later
a drug trafficker. McConaughey
plays his father, and Cleveland

stands in for Detroit ... Writerdirector Shane Black, who actually
appeared in the original “Predator”
alongside Arnold Schwarzenegger
in 1987, is back to reboot the bloody
action-adventure about attacking
aliens who are expert hunters ...
19th century ax murderer Lizzie
Borden (Chloe Sevigny) finds a
friend (Kristen Stewart) in “Lizzie.”
Sept. 21: Dan Fogelman, the
creative force behind NBC’s “This
Is Us” (which returns Sept. 25),
shifts to the big screen with “Life
Itself.” Oscar Isaac and Olivia
Wilde lead an ensemble cast in
a story about a young New York
couple and their extended families,
spanning continents and lifetimes
... In “Colette,” Keira Knightly plays
French writer Sidonie-Gabrielle
Colette, the woman behind the
controversial Claudine novels ...
Warlocks and witches are unleashed
in “The House With a Clock in its
Walls,” starring Cate Blanchett and
Jack Black. It’s from director Eli
Roth, who has made several bloodsoaked horror films (“Hostel,”
“Cabin Fever”). But this one is
billed as a PG-rated, family-friendly
fantasy.
Sept. 28: Comedy cut-ups Tiffany

Photo: Ryan Green/Universal Studios

Jamie Lee Curtis is reprising her role as Laurie Strode in ‘Halloween,’ being released on Oct. 19.
Haddish and Kevin Hart team up in
“Night School,” the story of adults
taking classes to earn their GEDs.
It’s directed by Malcolm D. Lee,
who worked with Haddish on last
year’s smash hit, “Girls Trip” ... The
animated adventure “Smallfoot”
takes us to the icy north where a
community of Yetis discovers a new
creature: humans. With the voices
of Zendaya, Channing Tatum and
James Corden.
Also in September: Anna
Kendrick goes in search of Blake
Lively in “A Simple Favor” ...
Jennifer Garner kicks into vigilante
mode in “Peppermint” ... Glenn
Close plays the title character in
“The Wife” ... Vatican investigators
try to unravel an apparent suicide
in “The Nun” ... And in “The Sisters
Brothers,” John C. Reilly and
Joaquin Phoenix portray assassins
on the trail of a gold prospector in
1850s Oregon.

OCTOBER

Photo: Tribune News Service

Ryan Gosling stars as Neil Armstrong in ‘First Man.’

Oct. 5: The fourth time is the
charm. Bradley Cooper stars in
and directed this fourth version of
“A Star Is Born.” He plays Jackson
Maine, a famous but troubled
singer who discovers and mentors

the talented but shy Ally (Lady
Gaga). Her star rises, his drops and,
well, you know, a tragic love story
ensues ... The terrific Tom Hardy
(“The Revenant,” “Dunkirk”) stars
in “Venom.” Hardy’s Eddie Brock
acquires the powers of an alien
symbiote, and is forced to unleash
his vicious alter ego in order to save
his life.
Oct. 12: The story of astronaut
Neil Armstrong and his remarkable
accomplishments in space are
explored in “First Man,” with Ryan
Gosling playing the Ohio native
who landed on the moon in 1969.
Gosling reteams with director
Damien Chazelle (“La La Land”),
and the strong cast also features
Claire Foy, Kyle Chandler and Jason
Clarke ... Robert Redford has said
“The Old Man & the Gun” will be
his farewell to acting. It is based on
the true story of serial bank robber
Forrest Tucker, who kept up his
larcenous ways well into his 70s ...
A confluence of weird, dark and
desperate characters find themselves
at a rundown Lake Tahoe hotel for
one crazy night in “Bad Times at
the El Royale.” Chris Hemsworth,
Dakota Johnson, Jon Hamm and Jeff
Bridges star.
Oct. 19: There have been so
many “Halloween”s (not to mention
“Nightmare on Elm Street”s, “Friday
the 13th”s, etc.) that it’s hard to
believe the original with Jamie Lee
Curtis debuted in 1978. That makes
the new “Halloween” a tidy, 40-year
cycle for Curtis, who returns as
Laurie Strode to battle Michael
Myers in a “final confrontation.”
Don’t believe the “final” part ...
Race, cops and class collide when a
young black woman witnesses the
shooting of her best friend in “The
Hate U Give” ... Melissa McCarthy
stars as Lee Israel in an adaptation
of the author’s memoir “Can You
Ever Forgive Me?”
Oct. 26: Paratroopers discover a
secret Nazi lab in the World War II
horror-thriller “Overlord” ... A sub
captain (Gerard Butler) and Navy
SEALs take on a deadly mission in
“Hunter Killer” ... Rowan Atkinson
(Mr. Bean!) returns as an inept
secret agent in the comedy “Johnny
English Strikes Again.”
Also in October: Monsters
and ghouls terrorize two boys
in “Goosebumps 2: Haunted
Halloween” ... Jonah Hill wrote
and directed “Mid90s,” a comedydrama about teen skaters ... Steve
Carell and Timothee Chalamet star
in “Beautiful Boy,” a drama about
a family coping with addiction
... Another family-in-crisis film,
“What They Had,” deals with a
daughter (Hilary Swank) returning
home to help her ailing mother ...
“The Oath” leans on dark humor to
explore modern political tribalism.

NOVEMBER

Nov. 2: Queen and Freddie
Mercury are celebrated in the biopic
“Bohemian Rhapsody” (“will you do
the Fandango?”) ... Tyler Perry wrote
and directed “Nobody’s Fool,” about
the clash of diametrically opposed
sisters played by Tiffany Haddish
and Tika Sumpter (not be confused
with the Paul Newman movie with
the same title from 1994) ... Clara
(Mackenzie Foy) discovers a world
populated by gingerbread soldiers
and an army of mice in “The
Nutcracker and the Four Realms”
... A teenager (Lucas Hedges) must
choose between gay conversion

therapy or being shunned by his
parents (Nicole Kidman and Russell
Crowe) in “Boy Erased.”
Nov. 9: “Every Who down in
Whoville liked Christmas a lot.
But the Grinch ... “ You know the
rest. The beloved Dr. Seuss classic
(so good on TV in the 1960s and
so forgettable with Jim Carrey as
the green grouch) gets an animated
update with Benedict Cumberbatch
voicing the Christmas-hater in
“Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch” ... Lisbeth
Salander, from the late Stieg
Larsson’s “Millennium” book
series, returns to the screen. She’s
been played by Noomi Rapace and
Rooney Mara and now it’s Claire
Foy (“The Crown”) as the outcasthacker who takes on cyber criminals
and government baddies. This one
is based the post-Larsson novel “The
Girl in the Spider’s Web” by David
Lagercrantz.
Nov. 16: The ever-busy Carrie
Coon, who became a mother earlier
this year, is part of the ensemble
in Steve McQueen’s “Widows.”
The drama, about four women
struggling to overcome their dead
husbands’ criminal activities,
features Viola Davis, Elizabeth
Debicki, Michelle Rodriguez and
Liam Neeson ... Mark Wahlberg
and Rose Byrne take on three foster
children in “Instant Family” ...
And Eddie Redmayne returns in
his second outing as magizoologist
Newt Scamander to try and upend
the evil plots of Gellert Grindelwald
(Johnny Depp) in J.K. Rowling’s
“Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of
Grindelwald.”
Nov. 21: This is the classic
day-before Thanksgiving release
spot and it’s overloaded this year.
Michael B. Jordan and Sylvester
Stallone are reunited in the “Rocky”
offshoot “Creed II.” Adonis Creed
takes on Viktor Drago (Florian
Munteanu), son of Ivan Drago
(Dolph Lundgren) from “Rocky
IV” ... Likable but clumsy Ralph
(voice of John C. Reilly) returns in
“Ralph Breaks the Internet” (aka
“Wreck-it Ralph 2”) ... The rise
and fall of former senator Gary
Hart (Hugh Jackman), whose
presidential hopes went down in
flames, is chronicled in “The Front
Runner” ... The 1960s-set “Green
Book” teams Viggo Mortensen
and Mahershala Ali as a driver and
musician confronting racism in the
American South ... And, yes, yet
another “Robin Hood” is headed
our way. I’ve liked various Robins
over the years, and I especially
enjoyed Ridley Scott’s rendition
in 2010 with Russell Crowe and
Cate Blanchett. It was also a big, fat
bomb. Last year’s King Arthur was
an even bigger, fatter bomb. One too
many reboots? Perhaps studio heads
think anything that sounds vaguely
medieval and “Game of Thrones”ish is worth a shot.
Also in November: Things are
not quite right at a Berlin dance
academy in Suspiria (a remake
of Dario Argento’s supernatural
horror flick from 1977) ... Jennifer
Lopez plays a woman who reinvents
herself on Madison Avenue in the
romantic comedy “Second Act” ...
The 1819 massacre in Manchester,
England, is revisited in “Peterloo”
... An ambitious servant (Emma
Stone) rises to prominence in Queen
Anne’s court in “The Favourite” ...
And the final years of Vincent Van
Gogh (Willem Dafoe) are explored
in “At Eternity’s Gate.”
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Across

1 Tot’s drink, to the tot
5 Side-by-side truck tires
10 Fifth Avenue landmark
14 Help with a heist
15 Play direction
16 Lint collector
17 Sci-fi princess with a twin brother
18 BLOCK
20 Abs exercise
22 Take out of the packaging
23 CATCH
26 Picnic crasher
28 Harrison of “My Fair Lady”
29 Help
30 Tiny Lab, e.g.
33 “But seriously folks ... “ is one
35 Forest ranger?
36 Selfish shout
37 KICK
41 “What __!”: “I’ve been had!”
42 Little chap
43 Big dipper
44 Many a dad joke
45 Transparent art surface
46 MADD message, e.g.
48 __ Lingus
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49 PASS
52 Legend automaker
55 Alternative medicine staple
58 RUN
61 Its oxide makes Mars red
62 Retired tennis pro Kournikova
63 Bartlett entry
64 Gunk
65 Woodpecker’s tool
66 Go over the limit
67 Ball elevators

Down

1 Outlet site
2 Busy as __
3 Reason to purchase a new belt
4 Pong maker
5 Get off the fence
6 Like the name Pat
7 When some local news airs
8 Emmy-winning ESPN reporter Bob
9 Soon-to-be alumni: Abbr.
10 Smarted
11 Riyadh resident
12 Pecan pie syrup
13 Glasses, informally
19 College courtyard

21 Campaign pro?
24 Counter offer?
25 Goddess of victory
26 Music rights gp.
27 ‘60s jacket style
30 Apartment used for overnight trips to the city
31 “I give up!”
32 Saint at a gate
34 Official behind a catcher
35 Word with tight or split
36 Juilliard deg.
38 Away from the wind
39 Beaufort scale word
40 Cereal bit
45 Study a lot in a short time
46 Pontius __
47 Checked (out)
49 Come unglued, with “out”
50 Lake near California’s Squaw Valley
51 Throw out
52 Queequeg’s captain
53 Scoop perch
54 Military sch. whose mascot is Bill the Goat
56 Casanova
57 Common conjunctions
59 Brightness figs. not measured in watts
60 “What’s goin’ on?”

Answers to last week’s puzzle:

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Potterfest
Day at the Castle

Wing Cook-Off

Potterfest
Martial Arts Defense
Against the Dark Arts

“Fall Nights”

Potterfest
Potterbowl Trivia

Jeff Griffin
Motivational Speaker

9/15 | 10 a.m.
Pogue

9/16| 2 p.m.
Nick’s Place

9/19 | 7:30 p.m.
Pogue

9/15| 4 p.m.
Van Houten

9/18 | 7 p.m.
EU Planetarium

9/21 | 8 p.m.
Pogue

In The Community
Yappy Hour
Dog Friendly Happy Hour
9/13 | 5 p.m.
The Brewerie at Union Station
Erie

Erie Irish Festival
9/16 | 11 a.m.
St. Patrick Church
Erie

ComiCon Erie

9/14 | 2 p.m.
Bayfront Convention Center
Erie

Candlelight Ghost Walk
9/21| 8 p.m.
Bicentennial Tower
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
‘Incredibles 2’

Thursday — 8 p.m.
Friday — 5 p.m. | 8 p.m.
Saturday — 2 p.m. | 5 p.m. | 8 p.m.
Sunday — 2 p.m.
Scot Cinema
Pogue Student Center
SHOWTIMES:
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Cross country races for
two wins to open season
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

Photo: Ben McCullough

Stefanie Parsons crosses the finish line first in the
women’s event at the Doug Watts Open held at Edinboro
University on Sept. 8.

The future of Edinboro’s cross
country program looked bright
during the annual event honoring its
historic past.
On Saturday, both men’s and
women’s cross country teams took
first place at the Doug Watts Open
held at Edinboro University.
The event is named for Watts, who
helmed Edinboro’s running program
for 44 years. The Fighting Scots are
led this year by Clayton Foster, who
was participating in his first event as
head cross country coach after being
hired to replace departing Ryan
Foster in July.
The newest Foster was greeted
with two big wins, as the men
placed first with 23 points, topping
Shippensburg (44 points), and the
women finished in first with 18
points, also trailed by Shippensburg
(65 points).
Redshirt junior Jared Hallow
led the Fighting Scots with a time
of 26 minutes, 12 seconds. For his
performance, Hallow was named the
United States Track and Field and
Cross Country Coaches Association

Division II National Men’s Athlete
of the Week, the first Fighting Scot
cross country runner to receive the
distinction. Bryan Geehrer, the 2016
PSAC Freshman of the Year, finished
just 2 seconds behind Hallow.
Corey Wefing finished fifth, 2017
PSAC Freshman of the Year Colton
Cassel finished seventh, and redshirt
freshman Jack Lacina rounded out
the top-10 finishes with an eighthplace spot.
Because the race includes runners
not affiliated with PSAC schools,
Eduardo Tapia was the 17th person
to cross the finish line, but earned a
12th-place finish. Similarly, redshirt
freshman Brendan Oswalt finished
26th but earned a 20th-place finish.
Clayton Foster said that while
the first-place result was nice to see,
the focus of the event was to run as
a group, noting that the men had a
29-second difference between their
first finisher and their fifth finisher.
“[This] past weekend was 100
percent about team running,” he
said. “So running as a pack, being

See Foster, B2
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The Edinboro women’s volleyball team celebrates earning a
point in a game against Glenville State College on Sept. 1.

Fighting Scots winning 25-17. Eldredge and Screptock both shined
as leaders for ‘Boro.
For their third and final match of the Hawks Invitational,
Edinboro geared up to face Pace University. Their 13-set winning
streak was stopped, as was their perfect weekend.
In the end it was Pace University taking the win with a 25-22
final set score. Many of Edinboro’s freshmen and sophomores
led in this contest, including Molly Breier, who had 17 digs in the
game, Jackson, who had 19 kills and two aces in the game, and
Eldredge, who racked up another 44 assists for the tournament.
After this tournament, Edinboro now sits at 7-3 overall and will
begin their regular PSAC play this weekend with another two away
games. The team will face Millersville University Friday night at 7
p.m., and on Saturday they will travel to West Chester for a 1 p.m.
match-up.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com

Kickoff return touchdown boosts Scots to 21-16 win

The Edinboro Fighting Scots football team
will head into their home opener undefeated
after winning the second game of the season,
topping Bloomsburg University, 21-16, on
Saturday.
“Winning on the road in the PSAC against
a perennial contender is a great feeling,”
Head Coach Wayne Bradford said after the
game.
Statistically, the Huskies led in most
offensive categories and seemed to dominate
control of the ball, but Edinboro’s offense
was more efficient. The Fighting Scots struck
for an early 7-0 lead in the first quarter, but
Bloomsburg tied it up soon after. On the
ensuing kickoff, Ta’Nauz Gregory raced
to a 90-yard touchdown return, putting
Edinboro ahead once more.
Gregory credited his success this season —
both on special teams and as a wide receiver
— to his teammates executing their blocks
and setting him up for big plays. He said he
told his blockers to, “‘just hold your blocks
for a few seconds and I’ll take care of the
rest.’” For his efforts, Gregory was named the
PSAC West special teams athlete of the week.
Edinboro’s defense forced a fumble and
two interceptions on Bloomsburg’s next
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three drives, with one turnover setting up
the offense at the Huskies’ 30-yard line.
Walter Fletcher finished off the drive with
a 1-yard touchdown run to put the Scots up
21-7.
Unsuccessful drives from both teams
ended with a Huskies field goal as the half
ended, cutting Edinboro’s lead to 21-10.
Neither team was able to score until the
fourth quarter when Bloomsburg completed
an 87-yard drive, but the Huskies couldn’t
convert the two-point conversion. After
giving up an interception on their next drive,
Bloomsburg forced Edinboro to punt with 47
seconds left in the game.
Needing a touchdown to take the lead, the
Huskies reached midfield before Edinboro
sacked quarterback Erik Benjamin on a
“Hail Mary” final play of the game to win
21-16.
Bradford praised Edinboro’s defense for
preventing Bloomsburg’s notoriously tough
running game from running up the score.
“We’re more built to defend the spread and
what we see in our league, so to be able to
line up against two tight ends and fullbacks
and hold them to 16 points, I think [it] is
tremendous,” he explained.
With the win, Edinboro is one of just two
PSAC West teams (Indiana University of

Sports Editor

See Football, B2

By Madi Gross

Sports Editor

By Christopher Rosato Jr.

Pennsylvania) that started 2-0 overall this
season. The Fighting Scots will host East
Stroudsburg, who started the season with a
loss before defeating Seton Hill last week, for
their home opener Saturday at noon.
Defense cuts down Huskies
If football games were decided purely
on total offense production, Bloomsburg
would be 2-0 to start the season. Key
turnovers from the Fighting Scots prevented
Bloomsburg from converting their excess
yards into more points.
Edinboro forced two fumbles — one
recovered by the Scots while the other
resulted in a turnover on downs — and
picked off three passes in the effort.
Trey Hall was responsible for the first
two Edinboro interceptions. The first one
came late in the first quarter after he found
himself in between an underthrown pass
and its intended receiver. Early in the second
quarter, he picked off a screen pass that was
tipped at the line.
Hall said the defense worked well together
in the game, allowing individual players
to focus on their assignments, rather than

See Running, B2

Managing Editor

By Christopher Rosato Jr.

New XC coach ready for
program’s 50th anniversary
Edinboro’s cross country teams have reported
to Coach Foster a few weeks before the semester
begins for fall camp every year since 2016, and this
year was no different.
Except in 2018, Coach Foster had a new face.
That’s because Ryan Foster, who led the
Fighting Scots to cross country and distance track
success since joining the program in 2016, left
in the spring to take a position at the University
of Tennessee. This year, the distance runners
reported to Clayton Foster, who had coached at
Adams State University since 2013.
Clayton Foster took possession of a women’s
cross country program which finished first in
the PSAC championships and NCAA Division
II Atlantic Region championships last year, and
a men’s cross country program which placed
second at those meets. Head Track and Field
Coach and Director of Cross Country Operations
Anne Cleary said the new coach brings even more
winning experience to the program.
“His experience was a huge thing. He’s
obviously very young, but the experience he has
had in his short coaching career is huge,” she
explained. “He spent the last five years at Adams
State, which I don’t even think is arguably, I’d say
it is the best Division II track and cross country
program, and definitely from a distance track
standpoint, in the nation.”
Cleary is hardly alone in her regard for Adams
State, which is widely considered a powerhouse
in Division II running. Since 2013 when Foster
joined the program, Adams State won six
combined NCAA Division II national cross
country championships. They won a further three
combined national championships in indoor track
and field.
He credited Director of Cross Country and
Track and Field Damon Martin for mentoring
him and helping him develop as a coach during
his time at Adams State.
“It all boiled down to you have to be a mentor
to the kids and you have to be someone who’s
extremely supportive and high-energy, and [you
have to] just constantly be helping them become
better individuals — not just better athletes,” he
said of Martin’s teachings.
As a student-athlete at the University of
Minnesota-Moorhead, he qualified for the
national championships in the 800-meter run, the
mile, the 1500 and the 4x400 relay. He also holds
the school record in the 800 and was part of the
school-record 4x1600 relay team in 2012.
He said he was drawn to the coaching
position at Edinboro because of the small-town
environment he would be surrounded by, along
with the support he received from alumni in the
hiring process.
“I grew up in a really small town,” he said.
“[Adams State is in] a small town. Here’s just a
place that when we came here on our visit, my
wife and I, we felt that it was a great place to raise
a family.
“[Edinboro’s alumni] reminded me a lot of what
the Adams State alumni are like. They’re reaching
out, constantly asking and seeing how the team
is doing or what’s happening, and I’ve already
received a lot of that here.”
He takes control of a cross country program
that will celebrate its 50th anniversary and host
the PSAC conference meet later this year. They
will host a 50th anniversary reunion event as well.
“Tradition is very seldom as rich as it is here,
and so I’m extremely excited to be a part of it
now and build it,” Foster said. “I look forward

Volleyball continues winning
ways, goes 2-1 over weekend
From the start, the Edinboro women’s volleyball team has
known that they’ve got something good going.
“I think we really gel well together; I think that was a really big
thing for us,” said freshman Alicia Eldredge when guesting on
The Morning After sports show on 88.9 WFSE Radio. Teammate
Megan Screptock agreed, stating: “This team is the smallest team
out of the four years that I’ve been here, and even though it’s the
smallest, I feel like we’re the closest. Like Alicia [Eldridge] said, we
really gel on and off the court.”
The close-knit group hit the road once again this past weekend
to showcase the hard work that they have already put into their
early season. This time, they traveled to Manchester, New
Hampshire for another two-day tournament. On the road, and
coming in with a 5-2 record, the team would face Saint Anselm
College, Mercy College and Pace University at the Open Hawks
Invitational.
Edinboro opened up against Saint Anselm on Friday. After three
close sets (25-18, 30-28 and 25-21) Edinboro completed the 3-0
sweep. In this game, senior Screptock led in kills for Edinboro,
along with picking up five assists and two digs. Not far behind
her 15 kills was sophomore Cierah Jackson with nine kills, three
blocks and one ace. Freshman Sally Sterkel also accounted for nine
kills of her own and two blocks. Leading with a whopping 41 digs
was freshman Eldredge.
In their second match of the weekend, Edinboro faced off
against Mercy College and booked yet another 3-0 sweep. Winning
their first set, 25-14, Edinboro was off to a good run. In the second
set, Edinboro took the win with a final score of 25-9. Mercy
College came back strong in the third, but in the end, it was the

Photo: EU Sports Information

Clayton Foster is in the midst of his first season.

Voices

World
Nike partnership
is no surprise
Nike chose embattled,
former NFL star Colin
Kaepernick as a cover
athlete for their 30th
anniversary, B4.

Same-sex intercourse now legal in
India, B7.
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Football
From B1
trying to make big plays.
“I mean, it just allows all
of us to just play freely in
our own positions,” he said.
“It’s awesome when we all
connect like a unit.”
Defensive Coordinator
Colin Neely credited the
defense’s teamwork for their
ability to stop potentially
dangerous Bloomsburg
drives.
“If everybody’s doing their
job, then you’re naturally
going to make plays, right,
and Trey Hall lucks into
a couple interceptions...
actually one was good, one
was a tip,” he said.
Edinboro’s third
interception was Zuril
Hendrick’s first of the
season. Hendrick, who led
Division II in interceptions
last year with nine, delivered
on a deep pass attempt from
Benjamin that landed in
Hendrick’s diving arms on
Edinboro’s own 15-yard line.
“Hendrick has been

itching for a pick,” Neely
added. “He started off the
season with three last year.
He wasn’t getting much
action [in] game one or this
game. They tried him late in
the game and he made them
pay for it.”
Huskies outpace Scots on
the ground and in the air
While the defense was
able to keep Bloomsburg off
the scoreboard, the Huskies
still put up big rushing and
passing totals.
Edinboro rushed for 140
net yards, but the Huskies’
run-heavy offense managed
154. To Edinboro’s credit
though, Bloomsburg rushed
for 261 yards the week
before.
Neely said he expected
Bloomsburg to rush for a
high total, but he was glad to
see Edinboro make stops in
important situations.
“They’ve got two good
backs, so they’re going to
get some runs,” he said.
“I thought we stayed in it,
stayed in it, kept battling
through adversity, and we
ended up victorious.”

Running
From B1
there with your brothers and sisters, and
operating as a unit. So that was the primary
focus for the first half of the race this
weekend, but I’m very pleased with how they
showed.”
The women were paced by first- and
second-place finishers Stefanie Parsons and
Hope Pietrocarlo, who finished with times of
22:18 and 22:29, respectively.
Abbey Lang and Brooklyn Messinger
placed fourth and fifth as Edinboro was
represented in four of the top five finishers,
and five of the top 10 as Tori Klimowicz
finished sixth. Jordan Hauser and Abby
Warner rounded out Edinboro’s lineup.
Foster said the 55-second gap in times
between their first and fifth finishers could be
improved as the season moves forward.
“That’s exciting when you look at the [first
place finish,] however we need to make that
even better if we want to be successful later
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Edinboro’s passing game
was also lackluster. Between
Andrew Tomko and Jarrod
Keller, who replaced Tomko
after an injury in the fourth
quarter, Edinboro completed
just seven passes on 23
attempts, good for 118 yards
with three interceptions
and one touchdown. Their
offensive line also gave up
their first sack of the season.
Offensive Line
Coordinator Jack Corey
praised Bloomsburg’s
defense for overpowering
Edinboro’s experienced
O-line.
“On that play, I think the
defense just did a really good
job,” he said. “Obviously it
goes on the stat sheet and
we don’t want to see that,
but I think in the end, we
probably did pretty good on
that play and the defense just
won that one.”
Bloomsburg’s defense
would add another sack
before the clock would
expire.

Bradford draws flag, but Scots cut down penalties
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

On a third-and-17 play from Bloomsburg’s
own 47-yard line, Jarrod Keller looked for
a deep pass to his right. The ball ended up
bouncing closest to Andre Dowdell Jr., but
only because Ta’Nauz Gregory was cutoff while
making his way downfield.
A hit from a Bloomsburg defensive back as
the ball left Keller’s hand stopped Gregory in
his tracks. A flag was initially thrown, but later
waived off after the referees conferred.
Head Football Coach Wayne Bradford
pleaded his case with the referees along the
sideline until another flag was thrown – this
time on Bradford himself. The 15-yard penalty
after the incomplete pass made it fourth down
with 32 yards to go from within Edinboro’s own
40. Edinboro punted on the next play.
Going into the game, Bradford made it a
point to cut down on penalties after Edinboro
suffered 13 infractions against Lake Erie in
their season opener.
“First thing I’ve got to do is apologize to
our fans and our program for myself getting [a

penalty] at the end,” Bradford said. “So if I’m
going to preach discipline and poise, you know,
being under control, then I’ve got to do a better
job of that. So I’d like to apologize to everyone
for that.
“[The referee’s] explanation to me was there’s
no holding when the ball’s in the air. I’ve never
heard that before,” he added. “And when he told
me there was no holding when the ball was in
the air, you know, I probably said something I
shouldn’t. But I’ve never heard that. That means
that everybody can hold when the ball’s in the
air? There’s no penalty?”
Including Bradford’s, the Fighting Scots were
penalized just five times for 63 yards. He said
the players and coaches recognized the need
to cut down penalties and took the necessary
steps to do so.
“They understand that to win close games
in the PSAC, we’ve got to play as close to
perfect as we can,” he added. “Those [15-yard
penalties] are the ones that you definitely have
to eliminate because it takes no talent to not get
an unsportsmanlike conduct called.”
Christopher Rosato Jr. | @edinboronow

Christopher Rosato Jr. |
@edinboronow

in the season,” he said of the women’s split
times. “I always think that it’s okay to be
excited with what happened, but we have to
refine it and try to make it better.”
Perennial contender Shippensburg finished
second, but the consensus between Foster
and Director of Cross Country Operations
Anne Cleary was that Shippensburg did not
compete to the best of their ability.
“We’re not like basketball or football or any
other team sport, that you have to win early
and you have to have a certain record to go
to the conference tournament, to go to the
region tournament, stuff like that,” Cleary
said.
“They came to preview the conference
course, so I’m sure when they left they were
perfectly happy that they got their preview of
the conference course,” she continued. “But at
the same token, it’s still exciting how well our
kids ran.”
Christopher Rosato Jr. | @edinboronow
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Thomas McCoy (pictured) and Louis Murphy were one of two Edinboro doubles teams
that reached the semifinals at the West Liberty Hilltopper Classic.

Two doubles teams reach
semifinals at first event of season
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
WEST LIBERTY, WVA – The Edinboro
Men’s tennis team wrapped up action at
the Hilltopper Classic this weekend. The
tournament was hosted by West Liberty.
Senior Mateus Santos and freshman Julius
Schulte made the semifinals of their respective

brackets on Friday before falling. Two pairs of
Edinboro doubles teams made the semifinals.
The pair of Mateus Santos and Mauricio Santos
(no relation) lost in a tiebreaker, 7-5 (5).
The Fighting Scots are back in action in two
weeks on September 21-23 when they visit
Institute, West Virginia for the ITA Atlantic
Regional hosted by West Virginia State.

Foster
From B1
to the 50th anniversary of the program. That’s
something special. Hosting PSACs? That’s going
to be awesome. I plan to put on a sweet event.”
Cleary said Foster knows what it takes to
guide Edinboro’s runners to consistently place
high and become All-Americans, which will
hopefully draw more interest for the sport.
“We want to have a lot of people here for our
conference meet,” Cleary said. “And I think the
better our kids do, the more you’re going to hear
people saying, ‘Hey, I want to go out and watch a
cross country meet.’ Which is maybe something
a lot of people don’t say very often.”
Now that Foster is here, he’s ready to hit the
ground running. He said his hiring process —
which included being interviewed by a studentathlete panel — helped him get to know his

athletes, and the upperclassmen have helped
ensure the younger teammates feel comfortable
despite having a different coach from the one
that recruited them to join the university.
With both teams’ successes last year, Foster
recognizes what his athletes are capable of.
He wants more.
“You have your entire life to be average, so
these four years or five years, I’m going to get
you out of your comfort zone and motivate you
and care for you,” he said. “But I’m also going
to really press you and try to get you to do
something you never thought possible.”
Christopher Rosato Jr. | sports.spectator@
gmail.com
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Astros’ Verlander gets emotional
during tribute before Tigers game
By Kirkland Crawford
Detroit Free Press
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Danielle Chatten dribbles the ball during a game against Shippensburg on Sept. 1 at Edinboro University.

Soccer drops weekday tilt to Gannon
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

The Edinboro women’s soccer team
lost a hard-fought battle at home against
Gannon on Sept. 5, falling 2-1.
The game started off aggressively with
a yellow card being issued to Gannon’s
Molly Whaley during the 19th minute. If
the yellow was an early attempt to contain
the game by the referees, it fell short as
the game continued to be a physical and
aggressive battle the entire time.
Both keepers played a solid game as
the stats for saves do not accurately show
the work they put in. Both goaltenders
routinely came out of their box to collect
stray balls and stop breakaways.
Danielle Chatten scored the first goal off
a pass from around 20 yards out. “It was
a nice layout by [Cameron Bujnoski]. It
couldn’t have been more perfect and I kind
of just shot it,” Chatten said of her goal.
Gannon quickly bounced back, firing a
shot from around 15 yards, past Voelker
on a breakaway less than 20 seconds after
Edinboro’s goal. Going into the half, the
score was tied 1-1.
The physicality continued into the
second with forward Brittnie Spithaler
often being involved as she attempted to
make offensive plays.

“It was something new for me because
college is obviously going to be more
physical, but it is a good thing to deal with
because it’ll make me stronger for the
whole season and years to come,” Spithaler
said of the game.
Another Fighting Scot that was involved
in the action was Sidney Dobbins, who
faced a lot of action and pressure in the
midfield.
“They had one good player — well all
of them are good players — but [Emily
Cekella] was really big on the headers, so
our coach put Jenna Derbis on her and
then me and her won a lot of those 50-50
balls,” Dobbins said the next day. “In the
first half, we were really high intensity on
them. I think we just worked really well
together last night.”
The intensity of the game caused both
defenses to get rid of the ball quick, which
resulted in many out-of-bounds plays.
“When it’s a highly physical, highcontact game and there’s a lot on the line,
you tend to freak out, and when you freak
out you tend to make mistakes,” Head
Soccer Coach Gary Kagiavas said of the
many out-of-bounds balls.
Gannon capitalized on a mental slip
by Edinboro that left a Golden Knight
uncovered, leading to Gannon’s second

goal of the season. ‘Boro fought hard to
make up the second goal, but Gannon
closed ranks with their midfielders
dropping back more than they had
previously.
The Fighting Scots fought until the last
second, and they were in the middle of
another offensive attempt when the clock
ran out.
Chatten said the Fighting Scots showed
improvement from their loss against
Shippensburg University on Sept. 1.
“Compared to Shippensburg, I think
we stepped up our game a lot. I think we
dominated most of the game, [and] we just
got unlucky with their one finish,” she said.
Kagiavas also said they played a good
game and that the team was well-prepared
for Gannon, but that they need to
capitalize on scoring opportunities.
“We know Gannon plays a lot of high
pressure, so we were prepared for that. We
did a lot winning the 50-50 balls. I thought
we prepared well,” Kagiavas said. “I think
the kids put in a lot of effort to try to win
the game. I think we had a good game
today, I just think we need to score. You’ve
got two, three chances to try to score. You
can’t miss that.”
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

Yankees, Red Sox are angry over Donaldson trade
By Mark Fischer

New York Daily News

The Yankees and Red Sox
never agree.
That they are now likely
speaks volumes to the topic at
hand.
The two bitter rivals recently
“voiced displeasure” to MLB
regarding the Indians recent
trade with Toronto for star
third baseman Josh Donaldson,
according to The Athletic.
The trade was completed
Aug. 31, the deadline for which
a traded player is eligible to play
in the postseason for his new
team.
That a deal was even

completed in time has the Sox
and Yankees up in arms.
Donaldson’s unclear health
status — he hasn’t played since
May 28 due to a calf injury — is
at the forefront of the teams’
issues with the deal.
The 2015 AL MVP, who
hasn’t played since May
28, began a minor league
rehabilitation assignment
on Aug. 29 and was deemed
healthy enough to be placed on
revocable trade waivers by the
Jays and commissioner’s office.
But the Indians placed
Donaldson right back on the
DL after dealing for him two
days later. He is expected to be
activated Tuesday.

“I guess he got re-injured on
the plane,” one rival executive
told The Athletic, sarcastically.
Before Donaldson was
placed on revocable waivers, he
and his agent told the Jays he
wasn’t healthy. The organization
disagreed, and the infielder
only agreed he was no longer
hurt once the MLBPA became
involved.
If Donaldson wasn’t said
to be healthy, he most-likely
wouldn’t have been placed on
the revocable waivers before the
postseason deadline.
But now the infielder could
cause damage come postseason.
Other teams strayed away
from putting in a claim for

Donaldson at risk of getting
stuck with his remaining $4
million in salary, The Athletic
reports.
Explainer: Revocable waivers
go into effect following the
July 31 non-waiver deadline.
Players deemed healthy must be
placed on revocable waivers to
be dealt - if they’re not claimed
within 47-business hours, then
the player can be traded to any
other club. If they are claimed,
the team holding the players’
rights has the option of letting
them go for free, working out a
trade within 48.5 business hours
or pulling the player off waivers
all-together.

Top 10 things we learned during college’s week 2
By Matt Murschel
Orlando Sentinel

The second week of the college football
season offered some elite teams a chance
to shine against inferior opponents while
others struggled. Here are 10 things we
learned during the college football weekend:
1. Clemson survived but the Tigers
should be concerned. Clemson has
managed a delicate quarterback competition
between Kelly Bryant and Trevor Lawrence
to perfection thanks, in part, because of its
stout defense. But Texas A&M managed to
gash the Tigers for 430 passing yards, the
most yards given up through the air by a
Clemson team since 2013.
2. Georgia proves it’s still a beast in the
SEC East. Critics wondered if Georgia
would take a step back in the SEC East after
losing running backs Nick Chubb and Sony
Michel to the NFL, but the Bulldogs haven’t
missed a beat. The team is averaging 277
rushing yards per game, with D’Andre Swift,
James Cook and Elijah Holyfield picking up
where Chubb and Michel left off.
3. Kyler Murray keeps Oklahoma on a
torrid pace. The Sooners quarterback has
been spectacular during his first two starts
this season, accounting for more than
600 yards and seven touchdowns during
blowouts of FAU and UCLA. That includes
seven explosives plays - plays of 20 or more
yards - this season. Oklahoma appears to
be on pace for another shot at the College
Football Playoff semifinals.
4. Stanford gets defensive in a rematch
with USC. After allowing more than 1,100
yards during its two losses to USC last
season, Stanford turned things around in a
big way Saturday by limiting the Trojans to
just 332 yards while forcing three turnovers
during an impressive 17-3 win that puts the
Cardinal in the driver’s seat in the Pac-12.
5. It was a forgettable weekend for some

teams in the Big Ten. Ohio State, Penn State,
Wisconsin and Michigan may have all won
in routs, but the rest of the league wasn’t
as fortunate. Michigan State and Purdue
lost in the closing seconds to Arizona State
and Eastern Michigan, respectively, and
Northwestern struggled during a home loss
to Duke.
6. Ohio State appears to be feeling no ill
effects from Urban Meyer’s absence. The
Buckeyes have looked impressive during
their first two wins without Meyer, who is
serving a suspension. Ohio State out-scored
Oregon State and Rutgers by a combined
129-34. Quarterbacks Dwayne Haskins and
Tate Martell have completed 82 percent of
their passes for 700 yards, 10 touchdowns
and one interception.
7. All things must come to an end,
including losing streaks. Quarterback Terry
Wilson accounted for 256 yards and three
touchdowns as Kentucky ended more than
three decades of futility by beating Florida
on Saturday, snapping a 31-game losing
streak to the Gators. Kansas, meanwhile,
took advantage of four turnovers to snap
a 46-game road losing streak with a win at
Central Michigan on Saturday.
8. Florida has lots of work ahead. New
coach Dan Mullen was brought in to
resurrect a struggling Gators program,
with an emphasis on jumpstarting a tepid
offense. After a stellar showing in the
opener against Charleston Southern, UF
took a step back against a more physical
Kentucky team that not only frustrated
UF quarterback Felipe Franks at times
but torched the defense for more than 300
rushing yards.
9. Florida State appears to be a work
in progress. After a rough opening loss
to Virginia Tech on Labor Day, everyone
assumed a showdown with Football
Championship Subdivision Samford would
cure all that ails FSU. The Bulldogs, who
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Georgia wide receiver Mecole
Hardman jogs into the endzone for a
touchdown on Sept. 8.

entered the game ranked No. 9 in the FCS,
had other ideas and gave the Seminoles
all they could handle before falling late.
New FSU coach Willie Taggart’s team has
concerns, especially with a porous offensive
line that struggled once again.
10. It’s been a rude awakening for Kevin
Sumlin, Chip Kelly. Things haven’t gone
necessarily to plan for two high-profile new
coaches in the Pac-12. Sumlin and Kelly are
winless in their first two games. Sumlin’s
Arizona squad is 0-2 for the first time since
1981, while Kelly’s UCLA team is 0-2 for
the first time since 2010.

For the first time in his career, Justin Verlander is a visitor at
Comerica Park.
The Detroit Tigers did their best to pay homage to the former
All-Star and ace.
As Verlander was walking from the bullpen, the Tigers played a
tribute video of his career as a Tiger, everything from his first start
against the Indians in Cleveland in 2005, to his two no-hitters to
his final start at home as a Tiger.
After peering over his shoulder at the video board over the
left field stands, Verlander stopped walking, turned around and
watched.
He sighed deeply and when the video ended, he tipped his cap
to the crowd, clearly emotional, as the crowd gave him a standing
ovation. Verlander then descended into the visitors’ dugout.
When Verlander took the mound at the bottom of the first
inning, the fans again serenaded him with cheers and Verlander
waved before facing leadoff hitter Jeimer Candelario.
On Sunday, Verlander arrived in Detroit and posted a heartfelt
message on Instagram about the first start against his former team
at his former home field.
“I’m really excited about tomorrow,” Verlander said. “I’ve heard
a lot of people are excited back in the area. It’s my first time back in
the city. I cannot WAIT to take the mound here at Comerica Park
in front of the fans that I have known and loved for so long.”
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Chicago Bears defenders bring down Green Bay running
back Jamaal Williams.

Bears defense wilts
against Packers, Rodgers
By Colleen Kane
Chicago Tribune

For a split-second, Kyle Fuller had the Bears’ season-opening
victory in his hands Sunday night at Lambeau Field, but it bounced
out of his grasp.
With the Bears holding a precarious six-point lead against the
Packers with 2 minutes, 39 seconds to play, the Bears cornerback
was in position to intercept quarterback Aaron Rodgers. He leaned
forward to make the catch on a short pass attempt but dropped it.
In frustration, he flung the football and then sat on the field for a
few seconds to absorb the missed opportunity.
“I’ve just got to make the play,” Fuller said afterward.
Many Bears played a part in the massive collapse that allowed
the Packers to score 24 second-half points on the way to a 24-23
victory. The 20-point comeback victory was the Packers’ secondlargest ever at Lambeau Field, behind only a 21-point comeback
against the Saints in 1989.
“The whole team got lazy,” Bears safety Eddie Jackson said. “We
got too complacent, especially on the defensive side of the ball. We
didn’t finish. We came out the first half swinging. The energy was
there. The second half I felt like the energy was low. Everybody got
complacent, and we lost focus that we still had a game to finish.”
Jackson was at the center of the Packers’ winning play, two plays
after Fuller’s missed opportunity.
He was playing in the middle when Rodgers, with plenty of time
to throw, found wide receiver Randall Cobb just behind him. Cobb
ran free for the 75-yard, go-ahead touchdown, also leaving outside
linebacker Leonard Floyd falling in his wake.
Bears coach Matt Nagy said Monday he thought Jackson was an
inch away from tipping the pass, but there’s a lesson to be learned.
“We have to stay on top of everything,” Bears defensive backs
coach Ed Donatell said. “That’s what we teach him. (Jackson has) a
ball-hawking mentality. He’s very effective for us, and he has some
real good ball ahead of him. We tell him to stay top shoulder when
things break out and plays get extended, and that’s what he’ll do
next time.”
It was the last of three second-half touchdown passes by
Rodgers, who left the game in the second quarter with a knee
injury.
He returned in the third quarter, and he found Packers wide
receiver Geronimo Allison for a 39-yard touchdown early in the
fourth quarter. Allison made a diving catch behind Fuller in the
back right corner of the end zone to cut the Bears’ lead to 20-10.
Rodgers zeroed in on wide receiver Davante Adams on the next
drive, connecting with him on passes of 51 and 6 yards before a
12-yard touchdown. Bears cornerback Prince Amukamara was
in coverage on the first and last plays as the Packers pulled within
20-17.
Afterward, Amukamara took 30 seconds to collect his thoughts
when asked about what happened to the defense after a firsthalf shutout in which the Bears sacked Rodgers and backup
quarterback DeShone Kizer twice each and forced two turnovers.
He said he didn’t think the Bears were overly confident at
halftime and they weren’t necessarily surprised Rodgers came back
in.
“They started going up-tempo and stuff like that,” Amukamara
said. “We just couldn’t stop the bleeding. Outside looking in,
it looks like we pooped our pants. We just have to finish. Even
coming in here, we were saying, ‘We had a good first half; we need
to have a better second half.’ We were aware we needed to turn it
up in the second half, but for whatever reason, our actions didn’t
show up.”
Jackson said coach Matt Nagy’s message after the game was to
not point fingers.
“This is on us as a team,” Jackson said. “We have to come back
and get better from it. ... We have to come out and finish like we’re
capable of.”
Donatell said they’ll try to use Fuller’s drop as a teaching
moment.
“All our guys take a hard look at themselves,” Donatell said.
“Anytime we have something like that, we look at how can we work
that into a drill, practice it and make sure we make that catch the
next time.”
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Nike partnership is no surprise
By Peter Brady
Staff Writer
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The student newspaper is under fire by Liberty University administration.

Journalism ≠ public relations
By Shayma Musa
Voices Editor

A weird combination
exists today: people are both
as skeptical as they’ve ever
been and less informed than
they’ve ever been.
The amount of information
fed to us everyday borders
on gluttony, and the sheer
lack of comprehension many
display in deciphering what
information is credible — and
what is not, is astounding.
This became shockingly
apparent through the entirety
of the 2016 presidential race,
as unfounded claims and
accusations where lobbed
left and right. No longer, it
seemed, did traditional news
distributors act as key sources
of information—instead,
individuals were relying on
podcasts, Twitter accounts
and extremist news boards.
These new-age sources of
news are united under one key
fact: they all lean extremely to
the political right or left. They
express opinions and often
only report on the facts that
support those opinions.
The internet, and more
specifically, social media
algorithms, allows for users
to: 1) tune in to the viewpoints
they most agree with, and
2) have access to it all day,
everyday, with just the swipe
of a finger.
As news becomes more
digitized and varied in its
distributors, there seems to
be a relaxation of age-old
governing principals of
journalism. Journalists aim
to be omniscient creatures.
We observe situations, get
quotes to define that situation,
and put it out for the general
public to consume and
debate. If the situations we
observe happen to be illogical,
shameful, or reflect horribly
on an organization — too
bad. It will get reported on as
it happens. We are not public
relations officials. We tell it as
we see it.
And sometimes people
don’t like that.
Recently, student
journalists at Liberty
University have been
bearing the brunt of an
administration that does not
understand that the function
of journalists is to report, not
advertise.
Liberty University, which is
located in Virginia, is a private
Christian university whose
president happens to be a
Trump supporter. According
to World Magazine, the
Christian-based publication
that broke the story, over the
course of the 2016 presidential
election, the president of the

university put several policies
in place governing the types
of articles that the student
newspaper was allowed to
publish. Among these were
policies that demanded
articles mentioning Trump
be reviewed by the university
president. Furthermore, the
president demanded that
the articles be accompanied
by information as to which
candidate the reporter was
planning on voting for. In
addition, several editorial
pieces critical of Trump,
including one about Trump’s
“locker-room talk” incident,
were scrapped altogether.
To make matters worse, the
recruitment of reporters for
the paper—previously open to
anyone who wanted to write,
began to be regulated by the
college of communications
dean at Liberty. The editorin-chief of the student paper,
Jack Panyard, said that the
questions asked during
recruitment made him
uncomfortable and spurred
his decision to secretly record
all further meetings of the
paper. Panyard would be fired
from the paper. Four more
staffers resigned with him in
solidarity, and upon hiring
staff to replace them, the dean
reportedly said:
“Your job is to keep the LU
reputation and the image as it
is. …Don’t destroy the image
of LU. Pretty simple. OK?
Well you might say, ‘Well,
that’s not my job, my job is to
do journalism. My job is to be
[the] First Amendment. My
job is to go out and dig and
investigate, and I should do
anything I want to do because
I’m a journalist.’ So let’s get
that notion out of your head.
OK?”
Out of all the
ridiculousness going on at
Liberty, it is that quote that
sticks out to me the most.
People now think that the
profession of speaking truth
is to be vilified if it does not
align with the mission of an
organization.
This instance, in particular,
illustrates another reality:
no matter how rough
professional journalists have
it; student journalists face
their own, unique challenges.
When a journalist writes
a story, it is affiliated with
their paper, however, when
a student journalist writes
a story, it is affiliated with a
paper that (usually) bears the
name of and is associated with
a university campus. This
creates an awkward situation
when, especially in cases
where the paper is funded
by the university, students
feel obligated to report only

on those things that reflect
positively on the university.
And writing only about the
good aspects of a situation is
not exactly journalism.
In Cellular Biology, there
is this mechanism called a
“FACS Machine.” It takes
cells that have been tagged
with fluorescent IDs and sorts
them from cells that have
not been tagged; essentially
collecting the most important
cellular information and
making it accessible to the
researcher. In the same way,
journalists act as sorters of
fact and fiction.
Pressuring students to alter
their reporting skills (and
thus stop the development
of journalistic instincts) in
order to only make your
organization look good is in
all honesty, a jerk move. And
it’s not real world preparation.
What Liberty is enforcing
is not only unethical, but a
disservice to a journalistic
education. If the core pursuit
of a profession is discouraged
in practice, then what kind
of training is one actually
receiving?
Journalists are by no
means perfect; we are
after all, humans. We will
get some facts wrong, we
will sometimes misquote
someone, and occasionally
we might misspell names.
However, when pointed out,
we will, to the best of our
ability, also correct those
mistakes, acknowledge our
wrongdoing and try to never
repeat them again.
The Spectator is lucky to
exist in an understanding
climate and campus
community that is, to some
extent, removed from the
general mistrust surrounding
journalism. We are a paper
that exists based on a bond
of mutual respect between
ourselves and the community
we serve; it is unspoken, yet
agreed upon that the paper
will do its utmost to publish
thoroughly researched and
fact-checked articles without
the required intervention of
administration, and then, in
turn, the campus will allow
for our inquiry and reporting
of its highs and lows. This
relationship of respect, which
must exist between all news
distributors and their bases,
was damaged at Liberty
University.
When those relationships
between journalists and their
sources are severed, it is our
responsibility, as the lucky
ones, to bring light to them.
Shayma Musa |
@edinboronow

Over the weekend, Nike chose former NFL
quarterback, Colin Kaepernick, as the spokesman
for their “Just Do It” 30th anniversary campaign.
The advertising campaign is meant to bolster
the company and Kaepernick, after he shed light
on the unfair treatment of African Americans
by police through kneeling during the pre-game
national anthem.
This is an extremely decisive issue in America,
as many feel he is disrespecting the military. There
were publicized accounts of Nike customers
burning their shoes, destroying their socks, and
some boycotting the company due to the choice of
athlete. Others are applauding Nike for embracing
the cause and then buying a pair of shoes.
On Sept. 7, 2016 Forbes magazine said in an
article: “Colin Kapernick is not even listed as the
starting quarterback of the San Francisco 49ers
as of Sept. 6, but there is no player in the National
Football League selling more jerseys than the
backup QB. As of this morning, the top seller on
NFLShop.com is a Kaepernick Nike Scarlet Game
Jersey, besting Dallas Cowboys running back
Ezekiel Elliot and New York Giants wide receiver
Odell Beckham as the most popular jersey leading
into the 2016 NFL regular season.” Nike was fully
aware of these numbers, and I imagine it was one
of the first bullet points brought up during the
pitch meeting to choose Kaepernick. In other
words, Nike is heading back to the racially charged
well for another bucket of water. Before I jump to
conclusions, let’s talk more about Nike.
In May of 2018, according to a story by CNBC,
“Multiple executives have left Nike because of
reports of inappropriate behavior and poor
workplace conduct. Fed up with the corporate
culture at the Oregon-based company, a group
of women started a small revolt.” Apparently,
women were excluded from company affairs and
management didn’t take reports of inappropriate
behavior seriously. The old adage is, “any press is
good press.” However, in the age of the #Metoo
movement, that is most definitely no longer the
case. A workplace that is hostile toward female
employees, especially one as big and powerful as
Nike, can’t simply shrug it off. This news story

angered women.
Their problems don’t stop there. On August
1, 2017 Marc Bain, a fashion reporter, stated
“The company has also allegedly denied the
independent monitoring group Worker Rights
Consortium (WRC) access to inspect its contract
factories [abroad]. The WRC was founded in 2000
by universities, international labor rights experts,
and student groups…to ensure that products
bearing university logos were made under
conditions that respected workers’ rights.” Since
the 70’s Nike has had a problem when it comes to
utilizing sweatshops to create their products. In
the past year, universities and threatened to stop
using their products if they continue to exploit
sweatshop labor. Only then did Nike agree to
allow inspections the following month. Despite
that, Nike has little control over sub-contracted
workplaces. Often, the workplaces are dangerous
and inhumane. Nike exploiting these sweatshops
anger anyone with a conscience. If you don’t know
what I’m talking about, watch “Nike Sweatshops:
Behind the Swoosh” on YouTube.
But what does this have to do with Colin
Kaepernick? The decision to choose him for
their “Just Do It” campaign may have less to do
with saluting equal treatment toward African
Americans and more to do with a positive news
story. A news story that doesn’t expose them for
being misogynist, exploiting, fat cats who are only
concerned about overhead (If you hate President
Trump, insert comparison here). While the
country argues over a misunderstanding: kneeling
to expose the killing of unarmed black men vs.
kneeling to disrespect the troops, Nike sits on the
sideline and collects. Now they are in the business
of social justice! Just in time for football season.
This isn’t about black and white, this is about
green.
I like Colin Kaepernick. I rooted for him as a
player on the 49ers, I admire him for sacrificing a
career in the name of his convictions, and I wish
him the best.
I am not surprised Nike chose Colin
Kaepernick, but I am surprised Colin Kaepernick
chose Nike.
Pete Brady | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Of course Brett Kavanaugh’s views matter
By Erwin Chemerinsky
Los Angeles Times

Once again a Supreme Court nominee has
insulted the intelligence of the American public
by likening justices to “umpires.” Echoing the
language used by John G. Roberts Jr. at his
confirmation hearings in 2005, Brett Kavanaugh
declared last week before the Senate: “A good judge
must be an umpire, a neutral and impartial arbiter
who favors no litigant or policy....I don’t decide
cases based on personal or policy preferences.”
But justices are not umpires at all. Umpires
apply rules and have little leeway in determining
how those rules should be interpreted. The
Supreme Court creates the rules and justices have
enormous discretion in how to interpret the law.
By likening himself to an umpire, Kavanaugh was
contending that his views don’t matter at all. That
is false.
How a justice votes is very much a result of
his or her ideology and views. Justices Clarence
Thomas and Sonia Sotomayor disagree in virtually
every major case entirely because of their differing
ideologies. This is not new; Supreme Court
decisions have always been a product of those
sitting on the bench.
The Constitution was written, intentionally, in
broad, open-ended language that rarely provides
guidance for issues that must be resolved by the
Supreme Court. Justices are obligated to give
meaning to ambiguous words written almost
230 years ago. What is “speech”? For example,
should spending money in an election campaign
be regarded as a form of speech? This is the
issue at the heart of whether campaign spending
limits violate the 1st Amendment. The text of
the Constitution cannot answer the question of
whether spending money is speech. Nor did the
founders think about this in 1789, when campaign
spending did not exist as it does today.
One of the most controversial parts of the
Constitution, the 2nd Amendment reads: “A
well regulated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”
Is this a right to have guns only for militia
service or does it create a more general right of
individuals to possess firearms? On this question,
the court split 5-4 exactly along ideological lines
in District of Columbia vs. Heller in 2008 and

declared unconstitutional a 32-year-old ordinance
prohibiting ownership or possession of handguns.
The conservative majority chose to read the 2nd
Amendment as a right of individuals to possess
handguns in their homes for the sake of security,
while the liberals argued that the 2nd Amendment
is a right to have guns solely for the purpose of
militia service. Either is a plausible reading of the
text supportable by the amendment’s history.
No constitutional right is absolute and
constitutional cases constantly involve balancing
of the government’s interest against the claim of a
right. A justice’s own ideology and life experiences
inevitably determine how he or she strikes the
balance.
To pick an easy example, the 4th Amendment
prohibits “unreasonable” searches and arrests.
But what is reasonable or unreasonable cannot
be answered from the text of the Constitution
or any original understanding. When the court
considered whether the police can take a DNA
sample from a person arrested for a serious crime
to see if it matches DNA from an unsolved crime
in a police database, the court explicitly balanced
the benefit to law enforcement of obtaining the
information against the intrusion to privacy and
ruled, 5-4, in favor of the government.
Under constitutional law, the court
frequently weighs whether the government
has a “compelling” or an “important” or a
“legitimate” interest. For example, in cases
involving affirmative action in college admissions,
the central question is whether diversity in the
classroom is a compelling government interest. In
deciding the constitutionality of laws prohibiting
same-sex marriage, the court had to decide, at
a minimum, whether they serve a legitimate
interest. But whether something is a “compelling”
or an “important” or a “legitimate” government
interest demands a value choice. It never can be
answered by the text of the Constitution or its
original understanding.
President Trump, senators and the public all
know that justices are not like umpires, which
is exactly why the confirmation of Supreme
Court nominees are so contentious. Kavanaugh
obviously knows this, too, and should not have
presented such a misleading sense of constitutional
law to the Senate Judiciary Committee or the
American public.
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7 cool things the
library rents out
By Nathan Brennan
Staff Writer

Everyone knows the Baron-Forness Library on campus is a
great place to study, get work done, and perhaps grab a drink at
Starbucks; but did you know that they rent out items other than
books?
Here’s a list of some of the coolest things the library rents.
Laptops
Yep, that’s right. When you need to get some work done in a
jiffy and have no where else to turn, look no further. While you’re
at the library, you can rent out a laptop and get that essay done
that you’ve put off until the day before it’s due.
Nextbooks
WHAT? Not just laptops, but a TABLET? You read that
correctly; while you can’t take a laptop out of the library, you can
with the Nextbooks, which you can rent for three days at a time
and work with wherever you please.
Phone Chargers
Been playing too many games in class while you were supposed
to be paying attention and now your phone battery is low? Fret
not, for the library has chargers to bring your phone battery right
up. However, it can’t bring your grade up. That’s all on you, pal.
Flash Drives
Is it the day of the big presentation and your PowerPoint
won’t open because you blindly put your trust in that one group
member who forgets everything? Bad call. Try the library’s flash
drives, each one guaranteed to hold your PowerPoint safe and
sound. Plus other stuff, not just PowerPoints.
CD/DVD/VHS
While you may have no way to use a VHS in 2018 (unless you’re
vintage! I don’t know your life), CDs and DVDs can be rented out
any time you like for your listening and viewing pleasure. I hope
they have “Shrek 2.”
Umbrellas
Caught in the storm? Walk around campus with ease with
a beautiful umbrella. As a fair warning, they only have the one
umbrella, so just hope you get there at the right time.
VR viewers
Need to escape the harsh reality of the world outside? Come to
the library and rent one of the VR viewers. Imagine riding a roller
coaster. Climbing to the top of a lush mountain. Swimming in
the sea with the majestic dolphin by your side. You too can have
these experiences (except not really; I mean, it looks realistic, but
it pales in comparison to the real thing. Yet still, the viewers are
often really well done, so it may look just like the real thing…This
is a tough one. Either way, it’s pretty fun).
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Who’s who in the 2018 midterm elections:
Candidates running for Lt. Governor
By Zeila Hobson
Staff Writer

John Fetterman, Democrat
A single vote made John Fetterman the mayor of Braddock,
Pennsylvania, a small town on the brink of extinction until
Fetterman took office. Twelve years later, dozens of businesses
have returned to Braddock and, according to his campaign site,
“the population has stabilized for the first time in decades.”
Officiator of one of the first same-sex marriages in the
Pennsylvania Commonwealth, Fetterman says he is running
for lieutenant governor to help find solutions to problems like
the ever-widening inequality gap, the opioid crisis, attacks on
women’s reproductive rights and unavailability of affordable
healthcare for many Pennsylvania residents. Fetterman is
determined to save towns like Braddock that were left to their
own devices as de-industrialization changed the employment
landscape. “I will bring to Harrisburg an understanding of what
life is actually like in places like Allentown, Johnstown, Erie
and other forgotten cities across Pennsylvania,” he said. “They
deserve to be believed in and they deserve to be helped.”
Jeff Bartos, Republican
Owner of a contracting company and multiple real estate
companies in the Philadelphia area, Jeff Bartos is an experienced
businessman. Teamed up with Republican gubernatorial
candidate Scott Wagner, Bartos’ mission is to “help make the
staples of middle class life more affordable,” as stated on his
campaign Facebook page. Bartos is committed to charitable
community service, primarily regarding education and at-risk
youth, and helps fight terrorism by supporting the Foundation
for Defense of Democracies.
Kathleen Smith, Libertarian
Pittsburgh native Kathleen Smith endorses Libertarian

gubernatorial candidate Ken Krawchak and hopes to bring
a fresh approach to limited government. Smith criticizes the
budget reform plans presented by the current Pennsylvania
legislators. The plan “still requires increases in taxes for years
to come and assumes unrealistic returns on investments”
according to Smith.
She also states that the process for determining the budget
needs serious reform. “Our legislator has passed a budget
on time and fully funded two out of the past 15 years,” said
Smith. A proponent of further developing the commonwealth’s
economy, Smith has several ideas to help small businesses
thrive, including removing barriers that start-ups experience,
adding zoning for “non-intrusive home businesses,” and
simplifying licensing and permitting.
Jocolyn Bowser-Bostick, Green Party (not pictured)
Chair of the Green Party of Delaware County and at-large
delegate on the steering committee of the Green Party of
Pennsylvania, Jocolyn Bowser-Bostick said, “I am enthusiastic
about being a Green Party member because I am neither
suicidal nor homicidal and the goals and values of the Green
Party make it the most life-affirming political party I know of
on the planet.” Bowser-Bostick believes both the democratic
and republican parties do not put the welfare of people and the
planet above the quest for financial gain.
The Green Party, according to Bowser-Bostick, is structured
around grassroots democracy, ecological wisdom and
social justice, and is therefore “a uniquely superior political
party.” Some policies Bowser-Bostick would back as the
lieutenant governor include tuition-free college education and
transitioning the commonwealth’s economy to reliance on 100
percent clean and renewable energy.
Zeila Hobson | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Nate Brennan | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Tennis dress codes: sexist
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

What do Serena Williams, a well-known name, and Alize
Cornet, a not so well-known name, have in common? Both are
bringing attention to the ridiculous rules of tennis.
Williams caused a controversy when she wore a body suit to
play in the French Open. Cornet was playing in the U.S. Open
and when after a heat break she noticed her shirt was backwards,
she fixed it and was issued a warning. Immediately, social media
reacted. Judy Murray, a tennis coach, was one of the first to
post about it on Twitter and one of the first to jump to Cornet’s
defense.
The incident immediately drew cries of sexism as male players
are allowed to change their shirts. The U.S. Open issued an
apology stating that the warning should not have happened, and
they have changed their code violation rules. Now, if a female
player chose to, they may change in a more private location
without being assessed a bathroom break.
The U.S. Open may have changed their policy, but the violation
was in line with general grand slam rules.
Cornet accepted the apology, but also pointed out that the cat
suit comment by the head of the French Open about Williams
was 10,000 times worse.3
Williams’ body suit caused the president of the French Open
to say the “outfit went too far” and that it “wouldn’t be back” as it
“didn’t respect the game,” during an interview with a magazine.
This isn’t the first time that women’s tennis has had
controversies with its fashion. Anne White wore a white catsuit
in 1985; she was also told not to wear it, though this was at
Wimbledon which is known for their strict dress code.
This isn’t the first time that Williams has worn a cat suit either;
she wore a short catsuit in 2002 at the U.S. Open. Williams, as
one of the best, often deals with criticism and has dealt with it
through most of her career. She wore her hair covered in beads as
a teenager and was penalized for them when they began falling
from her hair.
Williams did not react badly to the news that she could not
wear her catsuit. She moved on from it and wore a tutu in her next
match. Williams fans are upset because the suit was used partly to
help her deal with blood clots, something she didn’t hide.
These women that spend their entire lives dedicated to a sport
should be able to wear what they want, whether it be a catsuit
that helps them deal with health issues, or changing their shirt
because it’s on backwards.
Athletes give their game everything they have, and they have
specific tastes in clothes, brands and training style. Businesses
like Nike and Adidas are constantly improving uniforms and
shoes to help improve athletes’ performance, so why can’t women
wear leggings or bodysuits if they think they perform better in
them?
Erica Burkholder can be reached at voices.spectator@gmail.com

YouTube aims to give a voice to everyone, but are they really?
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A glance online: Is YouTube still ‘giving everyone a voice?’
By Joallie Paluchak
Staff Writer

Lucky 13. Merely 13 years ago YouTube was brought to life in
San Mateo, California by three young founders (Jawed Karim,
Steve Chen and Chad Hurley). The driving force behind the
innovative tool, according to the founders, is “to give everyone
a voice and show them the world.” In addition, YouTube was
structured under four values that guide the instrument. Today,
there are over 1 billion users on YouTube, which is an outstanding
1/3 of the internet. Therefore, due to the wide impact YouTube has
had in our society, I believe it is imperative to evaluate the values
and purpose of its creation so we can better understand the ever
growing device glowing on our phone screens.
The first value is “Freedom of Expression,” which is described
as: “We believe people should be able to speak freely, share
opinions, foster open dialogue, and that creative freedom leads to
new voices, formats and possibilities.” This belief has been deepseeded in the U.S. culture from its origin, yet, YouTube has spun
the original meaning to include online expression of thoughts.
Ruminate on your use of YouTube in the last 48 hours; how many
videos did you watch where someone is addressing views of their
own? Moreover, when looking through the comments on those
types of videos, do you see a distant following for the creator and
another group of people who dislike or disagree with the speaker’s
opinion. The community which is formed out of these videos is
the epitome of expression.
The second value is “Freedom of Information,” which is
intended as: “We believe everyone should have easy, open access
to information and that video is a powerful force for education,
building understanding, and documenting world events, big and
small.” This aspect of YouTube has grown progressively in terms

of “how to” and instructional videos, which many of us rely on
day-to-day to complete tasks. Thus, the evolution of this value
has grown from just stating knowledge in a matter-of-fact way to
interactive communication regarding a variety of skills.
The third value is “Freedom of Opportunity,” and in the eyes of
the creators, means: “We believe everyone should have a chance to
be discovered, build a business and succeed on their own terms,
and that people — not gatekeepers — decide what’s popular.”
Upon its foundation, You Tube was made to respect inclusivity
and be an open platform to engage others in this type of mass
media. Socially, this value has shaped into an outlet for individuals
who are seeking refuge from various strong point of views, such as
political stances and popular culture.
The fourth value is “Freedom to Belong,” and it indicates:
“We believe everyone should be able to find communities of
support, break down barriers, transcend borders and come
together around shared interests and passions.” Due to YouTube
being international, the ability to bond and create valuable
human relationships over this stage is a reality and very much a
part of the YouTube experience. So, not only is this value about
enriching populations, but it also has transformed into creating
categories amongst others, which can divide and reduce the idea
of belonging in groups.
Conclusively, YouTube has no doubt erupted in our society
and filled voids of information, belongingness, opportunity and
expression. When you are scrolling through your feed, keep in
mind the values and mission the founders of YouTube set up 13
years ago. Do you think they have achieved their goals? Upload a
YouTube video answering this question and see what spirals.
Joallie Palchuk | voices.spectator@gmail.com
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San Diego State grad finally gets his diploma — at 105
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San Diego State alumni Bill Vogt, 105, who graduated from San Diego State in 1935,
receives his diploma, which he originally didn’t get because he graduated in mid-year,
from SDSU President Adela de la Torre with Assistant Vice President Dan Montoya, left,
nearby.

John Wilkins

San Diego Union Tribune
SAN DIEGO — At age 105, Bill Vogt has
learned a thing or two.
Until Thursday afternoon, though, he’d never
held in his hands the piece of paper proving
what he’d known to be true about himself since
1935: That he is a graduate of San Diego State
University.

At a small gathering on campus, school
President Adela de la Torre gave him a diploma
made to look like what he might have received 83
years ago.
“I hope I haven’t been a disgrace to the
school,” Vogt quipped.
“Not at all,” the president said.
School officials believe he is the oldest of their
alumni, and maybe the only one still living
who attended when the campus was a teachers’

college located in the University Heights
neighborhood. He started there in 1931, driving
from his home in La Mesa in a Model T.
When the college moved to its present site he
went with it, majoring in business, or, as it was
called at the time, “commerce.”
He remembers having a lot of fun as an
undergraduate. He was part of the group that
put the first water-and-limestone “S” on Cowles
Mountain.
But, he said Thursday, “I wasn’t a great
student.” With Prohibition in place, he and his
fraternity brothers may have spent a little too
much time looking for booze and not enough
time studying.
So in what should have been his final semester,
one professor was so unimpressed with Vogt’s
academic performance that he refused to give
him credit for a class, leaving him a few units
short of graduation.
He had to go back for another term to take a
replacement course, finishing up in midyear. The
next graduation ceremony was months away.
He had other things on his mind than where
to pick up his diploma. Like finding work in the
middle of the Great Depression.
“We were all scrambling,” he said.
Vogt got a job with a title company in town,
then worked on several education-related New
Deal projects around the state. With World
War II looming, a Navy friend of his father’s
suggested that he sign up for officer’s school.
Assigned to naval intelligence, he spent the
war in various postings. He also served in the
Korean War, and then went to the Pentagon,
where he had a front-row seat for the Cuban
Missile Crisis and the seizure in 1968 of the USS
Pueblo by North Korean forces.
Vogt retired from the military in 1970 and
settled back home in San Diego, into a house
that he and his wife, Lillian, had built on
Mount Soledad. He then had a brief second
career, working a half-dozen years as a school
administrator, before retiring for good.
His wife died in 2013.
Over the years, Vogt kept tabs on his alma
mater. He cheered for the football and basketball
teams. He marveled at how big the campus was
getting.
In May, he decided to join the alumni
association, as a life member. He was enticed
by an offer of a free wooden diploma frame for

Lawsuit: Student claims Columbia dean ‘coerced’ her into
relationship when she sought help after sexual assault
By Stephen Rex Bron
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — A Columbia University student who sought
help with housing after being raped instead fell into the clutches
of a dean of students who “coerced” her into a relationship, a new
lawsuit says.
The suit filed Tuesday in Manhattan Federal Court by the
25-year-old student alleges that Dean of Students Tom Harford
used her “need for scholarship funding as bait to keep her in the
relationship.” The student filed the suit using the pseudonym Jane
Doe and seeks $50 million in damages.
A spokeswoman for Columbia University said Harford was

“removed from his position as Dean of Students when we learned
of behavior that was unacceptable in light of his responsibilities.
“Our priority is providing a safe and supportive learning
environment that fosters the intellectual and personal fulfillment
of our students,” she said.
The General Studies student said she was crashing on an
acquaintance’s couch in May when she was raped. She reported
the incident to police, and also sought help from Columbia to
find housing.
That led her to Harford’s office.
After giving her $500 out of his own pocket, their relationship
“quickly escalated into an inappropriate and manipulative

anyone who signed up.
Now all he needed was a diploma.
Sandra Cook, associate vice president for
enrollment management, had her staff search
the archives to find his academic records,
confirming that he had earned a bachelor of arts
degree.
“There’s so much bad news in the world,”
Cook said. “It was a treat to have something like
this to work on.”
Her office then put together the diploma,
made to look as close as possible to the ones
handed out in 1935, right down his now outdated
major, Commerce.
Vogt’s son, Bob, said his father was a little
nervous Thursday morning, worried about being
an oddity. “They just want to see me because I’m
old,” he grumbled.
But during the gathering, de la Torre and
Dan Montoya, an assistant vice president, talked
about the “living legacy” Vogt represents, how he
is an important bridge from the school’s past to
its present.
“Bill was an Aztec before this campus was
even built,” Montoya said.
When he was handed the diploma, Vogt said,
“It’s beautiful. To think that I would ever get
this, let alone in this way, is unbelievable.” He
joked about being the only person ever to have a
private graduation ceremony.
“I’m going to hang it on the wall with pride,”
he said.
After the ceremony, as Vogt accepted
congratulations from well-wishers and posed for
photos, his son shook his head in wonder at his
father’s spunk and longevity.
“The first thing he would tell you is he’s been
lucky,” Bob Vogt, 69, said.
But his father is also “a careful guy,” Vogt said,
“a creature of moderation.” If he wants a belt of
bourbon, he takes it. If he wants some bacon, he
eats it.
“He doesn’t deny himself anything, but he
also doesn’t do anything to excess,” his son said.
And his father reads, all the time. Newspapers,
magazines, books. He pays attention to current
events, gives voice to his opinions, knows who
Taylor Swift is.
Bob Vogt said he already has an epitaph in
mind, one that helps explain why his father went
to college in the first place, all those years ago:
“Curiosity didn’t kill this cat.”

situation,” the suit says.
Harford and the woman began a sexual relationship that
included encounters in his office, according to the suit.
The woman told Harford their relationship was compounding
her trauma, but he replied they would “make (the relationship)
work,” according to the suit. Harford’s colleagues were aware of
his behavior but failed to intervene, papers charge.
The ordeal exacerbated her physical and psychological injures
and deprived her of a proper education, papers charge. It was
unclear if police had made any arrests in connection with the
woman’s complaint to the New York Police Department.
In July, former Columbia Business School professor Enrichetta
Ravina won a $1.25 million jury award due to a tenured
professor’s retaliation after she rejected his advances.
“Columbia pays lip service to the ideals of a safe campus,” said
attorney David Sanford, who handled both cases.
“Jane Doe’s story has become a familiar one at Columbia.”
Efforts to reach Harford were unsuccessful.

Four protesters charged following ‘Silent Sam’ protests at University of North Carolina
By Tammy Grubb
The Herald-Sun

HILLSBOROUGH, N.C. — Four
people charged in last week’s Silent
Sam protests on the University
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
campus appeared brief ly before
judges Monday in Orange County
District Court.
They are among 11 people
arrested since Aug. 20 when the
Confederate statue was toppled.
One of those charged, Raul
Arce Jimenez, was also among
those charged with toppling a
Confederate statue in Durham a
year ago.
In that case, a District Court
judge found Jimenez not guilty of
injury to real property, defacing
a public building or monument,
and conspiracy to deface a public
building or monument. He had
been accused of holding a ladder
and manipulating a strap used to
bring down the statue.
The four people who appeared
in Orange County court Monday
were represented by attorneys at
their hearings, given new court
dates and released on $2,000
unsecured bonds.
Lillian Laura Price, 20, of
Chapel Hill, who was charged
Aug. 20 with misdemeanor injury
to personal property. She was
released on a written promise to
appear. Her next court hearing
will be Jan. 22.
Thomas Bruefach, 18, of
Charlotte, who was charged
Saturday with two misdemeanors:
resisting a public officer and

causing a public disturbance.
He was released under a $1,000
secured bond. His next court date
will be Sept. 20.
John Quick, 35, of Carrboro,
who was charged Saturday with
misdemeanor simple assault. He
was released on a written promise
to appear. His next court date will
be Sept. 20.
Kristin Emery, 26, of Durham,
who was charged Saturday with
misdemeanor resisting a public
officer. She was released on a
$1,000 secured bond. Her next
court date will be Oct. 9.
Emery also is facing a
misdemeanor charge of impeding
traffic by sitting, standing or
lying in the roadway in Wake
County. Her hearing in that case is
scheduled for Sept. 27.
Three more people who were
arrested at Saturday’s protest will
be in court on Thursday. The
remaining four people, who were
charged in connection with the
Aug. 20 protest and vandalism,
already have court dates scheduled
this fall.
The others charged are:
Lauren Aucoin, 23, of
Hillsborough, was charged Aug. 20
with two misdemeanors: causing
a public disturbance and defacing,
writing on, marking or injuring
a public statue or monument.
Aucoin was released on a $2,000
unsecured bond and is scheduled
to return to court Sept. 6
Jonathan Fuller, 27, of Durham,
was charged Aug. 20 with two
misdemeanors: causing a public

disturbance and defacing, writing
on, marking or injuring a public
statue or monument. He was
released on a $5,000 unsecured
bond and is scheduled to return to
court Sept. 4.
Jimenez, 27, of Raleigh,
was charged Aug. 20 with two
misdemeanors: causing a public
disturbance and defacing, writing
on, marking or injuring a public
statue or monument. He was
released on a $2,000 unsecured
bond and is scheduled to return to
court Aug. 30.
Ian Broadhead, 28, of Vilas,
N.C., was charged Aug. 20 with
two misdemeanors: resisting a
public officer and concealing his
face during a public rally. He is
scheduled to return to court Oct.
9.
Dannielle Shochet, 47, of
Raleigh, was charged Saturday
with simple assault. He was
released on a written promise to
appear and is scheduled to return
to court on Aug. 30.
Barry Brown, 40, of Liberty,
was charged Saturday with simple
affray. Brown was released on a
written promise to appear and is
scheduled to return to court Aug.
30.
Alexander Joustra, 30,of
Carrboro, was charged Aug. 20
with misdemeanor injury to real
property. He was released on a
written promise to appear and
is scheduled to return to court
Sept. 6. Joustra has a previous
conviction for injury real property
in 2012.
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Police stand around and guard a vandalized monument on the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.
Both demonstrations drew
hundreds of Silent Sam protesters
and a much smaller crowd of
statue supporters to the campus.
Saturday’s protest was sparked
by rumors of a possible rally
involving Confederate and
white supremacist groups at the
105-year-old Silent Sam statue.
Four people were charged in
connection with that event.
Several scuff les broke out
between the groups on Saturday,
and dozens of protesters rushed
police making arrests, pinning
them at one time against the
outside of Graham Hall, where
those arrested were being held.
UNC Chancellor Carol Folt said
Saturday she will not be rushed
into making a decision about
the statue’s future. University

administrators are working with
the Board of Governors and others
to find a safe, sustainable solution,
she said.
“We all have to recognize that
the Confederate monument is a
f lashpoint for demonstrations
and disruptions, and we believe
it will continue to be a lightning
rod,” she said Saturday in a news
conference.
UNC and state leaders have
criticized the toppling of the
statue, which is protected, along
with other monuments on public
property, by a 2015 state law.
While the law requires that
statues and monuments moved
temporarily be reinstalled within
90 days, it also allows for statues
and monuments that are in peril to
be removed.

World
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Gay sex ban overturned in India, remains in other British colonies
keeping with Singapore’s usually
tight controls over freedom of
assembly. The government told
international companies such as
Facebook, Google and Goldman
Sachs that they could no longer
sponsor the event because it
related to “controversial social
issues with political overtones.”
In a sign of domestic support for
the LGBT community, dozens of
Singaporean companies stepped in
to sponsor the rally.

— BRUNEI

Photo: Tribune News Service

Members of the LGBTQ community celebrate in Mumbai, India.

By Shashank Bengali and
Simon Roughneen
Los Angeles Times

MUMBAI, India — When
India’s Supreme Court last week
legalized same-sex intercourse
between consenting adults,
it buried a 157-year-old law
introduced during British colonial
rule.
The decision was a landmark,
not least because civil rights
activists hope it will galvanize the
repeal of similar anti-gay laws that
remain on the books in dozens
of other former outposts of the
British Empire.
Britain decriminalized
homosexuality half a century ago,
but the vestiges of its Victorianera morality laws linger from
Antigua to Zambia. About 35
members of the Commonwealth
of Nations, made up mostly of
former colonies, ban same-sex
relations, accounting for roughly
half the countries that outlaw gay
intercourse.
This year British Prime
Minister Theresa May said she
deeply regretted “the legacy of

discrimination, violence and even
death” left by the legislation and
pledged more than $7 million
to support repeal efforts in
commonwealth countries.
The harshest anti-gay laws
in the world, including some
carrying the death penalty, exist
in the Middle East and weren’t
inherited from the British. But
in many former colonies in
Africa, Asia and the Caribbean,
conservative political parties and
religious groups have resisted
efforts to repeal the old laws.
Here are some commonwealth
countries where the laws remain
in force:

— MALAYSIA

Malaysia’s law, like India’s, is
listed under Section 377 of the
penal code and bans intercourse
“against the order of nature.”
Conviction carries a punishment
of five to 20 years in prison.
Previous governments used the
statute to target Anwar Ibrahim,
a longtime opposition leader, who
was convicted and jailed twice on
sodomy charges that many critics
said were politically motivated.
In May, Anwar was released

from prison before the end of
his five-year sentence after the
election defeat of his nemesis,
Prime Minister Najib Razak. The
new leader, 93-year-old Mahathir
Mohamad, who returns to the
position he held from 1981 to 2003,
struck a deal that allows Anwar to
succeed him as prime minister.
But repeal of Section 377 is far
from certain in a Muslim society
often hostile to homosexuality.
Just last week, two women were
publicly caned in the country’s
northeast under provincial Islamic
laws on allegations of having
lesbian relations. Mahathir said
he opposed the sentence, saying it
ran counter to the “compassion of
Islam.”

— SINGAPORE

In Singapore, same-sex
intercourse remains a crime,
although the government has
pledged not to harass gays. For
the last decade, an annual “Pink
Dot” rally drawing thousands
of revelers has been held in the
authoritarian city-state, where
public gatherings are rare.
Foreigners were banned from
attending the rally last year, in

Homosexuality has long been
a criminal offense in the tiny oilrich sultanate on the Southeast
Asian island of Borneo. But in
2014, as part of an increasingly
conservative turn under longruling Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah,
Brunei introduced a new
Islamic legal code that allows a
punishment of stoning to death
for a variety of offenses, including
sodomy.
Human Rights Watch has
denounced it as “medieval
punishment.” Several Hollywood
celebrities, including Ellen
DeGeneres and Jay Leno, said they
would boycott the Beverly Hills
Hotel and other luxury properties
owned by the sultan.

— MALAWI

Authorities in the southern
African nation in 2012 said they
would no longer enforce laws
against same-sex intercourse. But
occasional arrests have still been
reported.
In April, police in the northern
city of Mzuzu arrested a 24-yearold man “on suspicion that he is
gay,” local media reported, even
though being gay is not a crime.

— UGANDA

Authorities rarely prosecute
Ugandans under the anti-gay
statute, but have often used the
law as a cover to clamp down on
LGBT-related events.
Last December, police shut
down the Queer Kampala
International Film Festival in the
capital city. That followed similar
bans on events related to Pride
Week and, in 2012, a human rights
workshop led by LGBT activists.
Longtime President Yoweri

Museveni is often dismissive of
gays and gay rights, describing
them as being imposed by the
West and incompatible with
African culture. Last month he
told an audience: “You cannot
stand up here and say, ‘I am a
homosexual.’ People will not like
it.”

— KENYA

Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta has made similarly
homophobic comments, telling
CNN recently that gay rights were
“of no importance to the people of
Kenya.”
But the justice system has been
more receptive. A case challenging
the gay sex ban was heard in court
this year, with a decision expected
soon. Also this year, an appeals
court outlawed the police practice
of conducting rectal examinations
of male prisoners suspected of
engaging in homosexual sex.

— THE CARIBBEAN

In 1991 the Bahamas became the
first former British colony in the
Americas to strike down its antisodomy law, but 25 years would
pass before the Central American
nation of Belize became the next.
This year, a court in Trinidad
and Tobago ruled that its
British-era laws prohibiting
“buggery” and indecency were
unconstitutional. The plaintiff in
the case, Jason Jones, a gay activist
who f led Trinidad because of
discrimination, said that after he
brought the lawsuit he received
hundreds of death threats and hate
messages.
In seven former island colonies
in the eastern Caribbean
including Antigua and Barbuda,
Barbados and Grenada similar
laws remain in force. According
to Human Rights Watch, while
few people have faced criminal
prosecutions, the laws “give
social and legal sanction for
discrimination, violence, stigma,
and prejudice against LGBT
individuals.”
The rights group said that the
Trinidad ruling, which found that
all citizens were entitled to the
same constitutional rights, could
reverberate in other Caribbean
nations with similar statutes.

17 years after 9/11, al-Qaida may be stronger than ever
By Nabih Bulos

Los Angeles Times
BEIRUT — In the days after Sept. 11, 2001, the United States
set out to destroy al-Qaida. President George W. Bush vowed to
“starve terrorists of funding, turn them one against another, drive
them from place to place, until there is no refuge or no rest.”
Seventeen years later, al-Qaida may be stronger than ever.
Far from vanquishing the extremist group and its associated
“franchises,” critics say, U.S. policies in the Mideast appear to have
encouraged its spread.
What U.S. officials didn’t grasp, said Rita Katz, director of
the SITE Intelligence Group, in a recent phone interview, is that
al-Qaida is more than a group of individuals. “It’s an idea, and an
idea cannot be destroyed using sophisticated weapons and killing
leaders and bombing training camps,” she said.
The group has amassed the largest fighting force in its existence.
Estimates say it may have more than 20,000 militants in Syria and
Yemen alone. It boasts affiliates across North Africa, the Levant
and parts of Asia, and it remains strong around the AfghanistanPakistan border.
It has also changed tactics. Instead of the headline-grabbing
terrorist attacks, brutal public executions and slick propaganda
used by Islamic State (al-Qaida’s onetime affiliate and now rival),
al-Qaida now practices a softer approach, embedding itself and
gaining the support of Sunni Muslims inside war-torn countries.
Here’s a look at how al-Qaida has grown in some key Middle
Eastern countries:

— IRAQ

The United States went to war against Iraq in 2003, based in
part on the assertion, later debunked, that al-Qaida had ties to
dictator Saddam Hussein.
That claim turned out to be a self-fulfilling prophecy.
In victory, the U.S. disbanded the Iraqi army, putting hundreds
of thousands of disgruntled men with military training on the
street. Many rose up against what was perceived as a foreign
invasion, feeding an insurgency that has never stopped. The
insurgency gave birth to al-Qaida in Iraq, a local affiliate that
pioneered the use of terrorist attacks on Shiite Muslims, regarded
as apostates by Sunni extremists.
In its 2007 “surge,” the U.S., in concert with pro-government
Sunni militias, largely defeated al-Qaida in Iraq. But by 2010, the
group was “fundamentally the same” as it had been before the
boost in troops, according to Gen. Ray T. Odierno, the top U.S.
commander in Iraq at the time.
The 2011 uprisings in neighboring Syria gave the group the
breathing space it needed. Two years later it emerged as Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria, also known as ISIS, and split from alQaida’s central leadership.
It also launched an audacious offensive that saw large swaths of
Iraq fall into the hands of the jihadists. Although Islamic State has
since lost most of its territory, it remains a threat.

— YEMEN

Al-Qaida was active in Yemen even before Sept. 11: It
orchestrated the October 2000 bombing of the U.S. destroyer Cole
in the port of Aden. After the World Trade Center twin tower
attacks, Bush hailed Yemen’s then president, Ali Abdullah Saleh,
as a vital partner in the U.S.-declared war on terrorism.
Saleh received what he called “limitless” U.S. support to fight

the jihadists. He in turn gave the U.S. a free hand to conduct
attacks against the group’s operatives, including controversial
drone strikes, which began in 2002.
But by January 2009, al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula
(known as AQAP) had emerged and was soon considered the
group’s most dangerous branch.
President Barack Obama unleashed special forces teams to
hunt down AQAP operatives. He also ramped up drone strikes,
launching roughly 200 from 2009 to 2016, according to a report by
the Bureau of Investigative Journalism. President Donald Trump
has launched 160.
But the strikes and raids often killed more civilians than
militants.
In late 2014, Iranian-backed Shiite Muslim rebels known
as Houthis swept in from the country’s northwest to seize the
capital, Sanaa. Amid the resulting chaos, AQAP netted a prize:
the city of Mukalla, with Yemen’s third-largest port. It became the
centerpiece of an al-Qaida fiefdom.
As early as 2012, Nasser Wuhayshi, AQAP’s self-styled “emir”
and founder, had said the group needed to win people over by
“taking care of their daily needs.”
The group rebranded itself as Ansar al Sharia, or Supporters
of Islamic Law, and slowly introduced al-Qaida’s harsh form of
Islamic law and governance.
Under Trump, the United States has largely continued Obama’s
policies in Yemen. It has given full support to an air campaign
led by Saudi Arabia against the Houthis, despite criticism that the
strikes have caused most of the 16,000 civilian casualties in Yemen
since the war began.
But even as the U.S. has continued to carry out airstrikes and
raids against AQAP, the group has positioned itself as a virtual
ally, battling the Houthis alongside tribal fighters supported by
Saudi Arabia.

4,000 to 6,000 militants make it one of al-Qaida’s largest
franchises. They carry out guerrilla attacks on African Union
forces and civilian targets and have launched attacks in others
parts of East Africa, including the 2013 attack on the Westgate
mall in Nairobi, Kenya.

The fall of Somalia’s government in 1991 led to the rise of the
Islamic Courts Union, a collection of clerical organizations that
formed a sharia-based judiciary. It gained legitimacy by offering
services such as education and health care.
Washington, suspecting links to al-Qaida, supported the
group’s enemies, and enlisted the Ethiopian army to crush it,
which it did in 2006. In the de-facto occupation that followed,
the Islamic Courts Union’s radical youth wing, al-Shabab, grew
as an independent resistance movement that took over most of
Somalia’s central and southern regions.
Despite its unpopular application of fundamentalist Wahhabi
doctrine, residents tolerated al-Shabab because it fought the
Ethiopians, who are mostly Christian and have a long-standing
enmity with Somalis.
In 2012, it was declared as the new al-Qaida affiliate. The
change of status attracted a significant number of foreign fighters,
including some from the United States.
The Obama administration’s policy of drone strikes along with
support for African Union peacekeeping forces, flushed al-Shabab
out of the capital, Mogadishu, in 2011. It lost control of most of
Somalia’s towns and cities.
And in September 2014, a U.S. drone strike killed its leader,
Ahmed Abdi Godane, also known as Mukhtar Abu Zubeyr.
But the group held sway in rural areas, where its estimated

Officially, there is no al-Qaida group in Libya. Its affiliate,
the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group, was disbanded in 2011; its
members renounced violence but distinguished themselves as
relatively disciplined rebels once the revolution against Libyan
strongman Moammar Gadhafi kicked off.
Since then, some, such as former group leader Abdel-Hakim
Belhaj, who fought with Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan and was
renditioned by the U.S. after 2001, have become powerful Islamist
leaders, with a significant role in Libya’s chaotic politics.
Others have gone over to Islamic State’s Libyan branch or
joined other Islamist groups, including a number that took over
the Libyan capital, Tripoli.
But while the U.S., other Western nations and the United Arab
Emirates have focused almost exclusively on dislodging Islamic
State from its bastions in the north and northeast, al-Qaida has
enjoyed a resurgence, according to an August report from the
United Nations.
The group’s threat in Libya registered with the U.S. only this
year. In March, the Pentagon’s Africa Command said it had killed
two al-Qaida militants in a drone strike, including what was said
to be a high-ranking official, Musa Abu Dawud.
It was the first such attack against the group in Libya. More
followed, including another in June, in what is thought to be an
expanded counterterrorism campaign in the country.

— SOMALIA

— SYRIA

On Dec. 23, 2011, a car bomb struck a residential neighborhood
of Damascus, Syria, that was home to the State Security
Directorate.
The building was all but destroyed. Drivers unfortunate enough
to be near the explosion were burned alive. A second car bomb
detonated soon after. All told, 44 people were killed.
That attack marked the debut of the Nusra Front, al-Qaida’s
branch in Syria.
The Syrian government had once given the jihadis passage to
Iraq to fight coalition forces there. With the civil war, many had
now come to return the favor. Nusra’s battle-hardened fighters
delivered dazzling successes to the rebel coalition seeking to
overthrow President Bashar Assad.
It was so effective that U.S. officials, including former CIA
Director David Petraeus, suggested arming and deploying the alQaida jihadis to fight their former comrades in Islamic State.
And despite its adherence to a strict Islamist code of behavior
and its imposition of Shariah in areas it controlled, the group
enjoyed popular support from civilians tired of dealing with
rapacious opposition factions more interested in looting than
fighting.
Yet here again, the affiliate did not declare a caliphate. Instead,
it rebranded itself, publicly cutting ties with al-Qaida even while
retaining some of the group’s top operatives.
The group, now known as the Organization for the Liberation
of Syria, is estimated to have 10,000 to 15,000 fighters, including
foreigners from as far as Albania and China.

— LIBYA
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In his first game since 2014’s “The Amazing Spider-Man
2,” Spider-Man has never felt better to play, or looked as
great as it does in this Insomniac-developed romp.
Starting off as a slightly more seasoned version of the
character — one who has already had altercations and
history with villains like The Vulture, Shocker and The
Scorpion — “Spider-Man” puts us in the shoes of the
friendly-neighborhood hero, the “web-head” looking to
do as much good as possible. Obviously, the villains of the
story aren’t incredibly keen on that effort.
This is, baff lingly, the first Marvel-related video game
to ever receive the opening f lipbook treatment — marking
it on the same level as the company’s cinematic ventures.
The game deserves this delineation, however. The story
here is a unique one, presenting twists and turns that may
be familiar to longtime fans of the comics, but ones that
feel fresh when presented as an interactive adventure. Peter
Parker tries (and often fails) to balance his duties as Spider-
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Man and his personal life, letting relationships slip and rent
bills go (way) past due while working on the streets as a
crime-fighter, and in the lab as Dr. Otto Octavius’ partner.
As is most important in a superhero video game,
combat is intuitive and f lowing. The system as a whole
will be familiar to those who have tried their hand in the
“Arkham” series of Batman video games, with counters/
dodges mapped to a single button press and enemies that
require careful combos to deal with effectively. SpiderMan’s gadgets, however, really make the game interesting
— providing everything from holographic clones to an
electricity-infused Spider-Drone to take care of foes. Each
of these gadgets can be used by players to define their
playstyle and their type of crimefighter, allowing for endless
experimentation on New York City’s pixelated, Timberlandwearing criminals or be-suited gang lords.
Speaking of the big apple, New York City is recreated with
a stunning level of accuracy. City staples like Times Square

and Rockefeller Plaza are present with a level of detail that
caused me to take screenshots every time I found something
I recognized from my time in the city. Fictional locations
in the universe, like Avenger’s Tower, Rand Industries and
Fogwell’s Gym exist too if you know where to look, implying
that this story is just one of many woven into this version
of Spider-Man’s history — with many more to potentially
come due to the resounding success this game has had both
critically and financially. This history is further referenced
in a handful of unlockable costumes that all have ties to
specific moments in the character’s comic timeline.
It’s hard to find reasons to not recommend this game, and
much like this year’s early contender for Game of the Year,
“God of War,” “Spider-Man” is an instant classic.
Move over “Spider-Man 2,” there’s a better game in town.
Britton Rozzelle | edinboro.spectator@gmail.com

A deep dive into the new
Facebook business village
By George Avalos
The Mercury News

The official name of Facebook’s newest
Menlo Park building, MPK 21, may evoke
computer jargon, but the gleaming new offices
at its headquarters are anything but mundane,
they offer a village where employees can gather,
create and relax.
Employees have started moving into
the company’s new offices in a long, airy
building, which features a “main street”
meandering down the middle, along with office
“neighborhoods” that have sprouted off to the
side. Workers can stroll on a rooftop, gather
in “town squares” featuring redwood trees, or
pause in a terraced area called “The Bowl” that
is like a botanical garden.
Frank Gehry, the world-famous architect
who previously designed Facebook’s adjacent
MPK 20 building, also created the new MPK
21 offices. The building is designed to reflect
the social networking company’s culture and
its stated mission of bringing communities
together.
Facebook, like many other technology
companies, is determined to create inviting
work areas that can help to lure skilled recruits
and keep existing employees happy.
“There is a sense of energy and connection in
this building, and you see people collaborating,”
said John Tenanes, Facebook’s vice president
of global facilities and real estate. “That is the
signal we want to send recruits. We want them
to get a feel for how work is done here.”
The new offices also include an events
center with 2,000 seats where Facebook Chief
Executive Mark Zuckerberg intends to hold
weekly question-and-answer sessions, Tenanes
said.
The building’s landscaped open spaces and
diverse work areas provided a calm contrast to
the heavy Highway 84 traffic snaking past the
complex to the Dumbarton Bridge or Highway
101 on a recent weekday afternoon.
“We have town squares in this building; we
brought the landscaping down to the office
level, so if you are in an office, you get to look
at these outdoor squares in the core of the
building,” said Tenanes, during a tour of the
new structure. “The interior of the space is
designed like a village, with town squares, a

main street and the office neighborhoods that
are positioned a bit off the main street.”
The building can accommodate 2,900
employees. It totals 525,000 square feet and
occupies 24 acres. It stands 79 feet tall at its
highest point and stretches 1,376 feet, more
than four football fields long.
Facebook and Gehry see MPK 21 as building
on the knowledge gained from designing the
nearby MPK 20, which features a rooftop of
park lands, gardens and trees.
“We were getting lessons in the Facebook
culture,” Gehry said in a Facebook video about
the new offices. “And we are making a new kind
of architecture within that culture.”
The design allows employees to flow through
the structure, gathering in large and small
groups in the open offices.
The building also has cafes, restaurants and
at least one pop-up store.
“Frank Gehry designed the building from
the inside out,” Tenanes said. “It’s a village with
all the right amenities.”
Each office neighborhood in MPK 21
was designed to accommodate about 150
workstations.
The building’s design is intended to foster
the internal community-building that mirrors
the social network’s goal of helping to connect
communities worldwide.
“You see lots of gathering places, little
neighborhoods, sort of spontaneous nooks
where people can get together without
reserving a conference room,” said Janelle Gale,
Facebook’s vice president of human resources.
“You see walking paths where people do
meetings. We want places that give you headdown quiet space, but also spaces where there
is more energy that provides you connections
to colleagues.”
One of the town squares, dotted with mature
redwood trees and redwood logs, appeared to
be a popular area for meetings and time alone.
“It gives you a feeling like you’re in Muir
Woods,” Tenanes said.
Justin Van Ness, a Facebook researcher who
previously worked in the adjacent MPK 20
offices, expressed his approval of the new MPK
21 offices.
“The building is beautiful; the layout is
great,” Van Ness said.

