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Edinboro art therapy program gets key accreditation
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, Sept. 24, Edinboro University received the
nation’s first accreditation for a graduate level art therapy program
from the Accreditation Council of Art Therapy Education
(ACATE). This is EU’s seal of approval for the next five years.
The accreditation was granted to the ACATE by the Commission
on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP).
CAAHEP, the largest program accreditor of health sciences in the
U.S., and ACATE work with the American Art Therapy Association
(AATA) to assure that educational programs across the nation meet
and, or surpass the minimum, required standards.
Accreditation is a complex topic, as there are many schools in the
nation with art therapy programs, but in more basic terms, this step
certifies Edinboro University as the first school in the nation that
has an art therapy program that produces qualified professionals in

that field without extensive follow-up post-graduation. It also means
employers may not have to flip through a program’s classes and
syllabi to see if they qualify for a position.
Edinboro’s Interim Dean for the School of Education Dr. Erinn
Lake believes that the exceptional faculty and program are the
reason for such recognition. “Our program is better because we have
the highly qualified faculty… and because [the] graduate school is
highly ranked by other external agencies.”
Lake continued to give recognition to her colleagues, Dr.
Penelope Orr and Dr. Adrienne Dixon. “Dr. Orr is known
nationally for her research and work in art therapy. The art therapy
concentration links to the MA counseling program and Dr. Dixon
is the graduate program head of counseling. Both are exceptionally
well-qualified to educate out graduate students to improve the
quality of life for other via art therapy and the field of counseling,”
Lake said.
Currently, Edinboro’s graduate-level art therapy program only

Musician returns to
Erie an award winner
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Erie native Christian Sedelmyer (right) returned to Erie with his duo, 10 String Symphony, for a
performance on Oct. 5. 10 String Symphony recently won the International Bluegrass Music Association’s
‘Instrumental Record Performance of the Year’ award. The full story can be found on A5.

accepts 30 students a year and has roughly 70 applicants a year.
The program is also one that offers all the classes online. Those
undergrads interested in a master’s in art therapy are expected to
have a bachelor’s degree in visual arts with a minor in psychology,
or a degree in psychology with a minor in visual arts. They would
typically have to major in visual arts and minor in psychology or
vice versa.
Edinboro, through Orr, offers free group art therapy sessions to
those who are interested. In Butterfield Hall, room 200, students,
faculty and community members can go to these sessions from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays and 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Fridays.
“This is a really good as a way to work through stress, anxiety and
depression,” said Orr. For those interested in one-on-one sessions,
the fee is $30 a meeting.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

Safe Havens International
conducts school safety summit
By Kelly Staschak
Staff Writer

Michael Dorn, the executive
director for Safe Havens
International, conducted a summit
on school safety at Butterfield Hall
on Oct. 8.
Safe Havens International is a nonprofit global school safety center. A
packet handed out at Dorn’s speech
said, “Dorn believes that children
can learn more if they attend a safe,
orderly school which provides a
caring and supportive environment.”
He started the presentation with
three different scenario clips. The
first two were more common things
that might happen, a shooting in
a hall and students being taken
hostage. The third was an intruder
who was threatening to commit
self-harm. The scenario clips were
used, not to show how everybody
reacted, but to show how the school
districts had been training their staff
members. Dorn used many different
scenarios, stressing the importance
of training with them.
For K-12 schools, Dorn said 8
percent of students who die at school
are killed during an active shooter
event, while 92 percent are killed
in events not related to an active
shooter.
Dorn also spent some time talking
about how school resource officers
(SROs), mental health professionals,
and threat assessment personnel
have a better grasp of how to handle
situations today.
He stressed the importance of
using an all-hazard approach, and
not just focusing on active shooters.
All-hazards include tornadoes,
earthquakes, hurricanes and nonshooter intruders. One section was
focused on the idea that “every school
will be visited by those capable of

committing sexual violence.”
Dorn said that 50 percent of
convictions don’t show up on FBI
and state police background checks.
He said the line, “we trusted him
— after all he passed a background
check,” can be very dangerous.
Prevention tactics include post-hire
and pre-employment processes which
clarifiy expectations. Using “red-f lag
questions” in the interview process
to verify candidates’ trustworthiness
with students is another prevention
tactic used.
Dorn, who travels the world
teaching schools how they can
improve on potential emergency
situations, first told the crowd about
some of the personal issues he had
in high school. When he was in high
school, he was arrested and put into a
diversion program, while then saying
that he never thought about being a
police officer.
“But you’re hanging out with all
these cops (in the program) and
you’re learning from them, and I was
just so inspired by so many of these
officers,” Dorn explained.
He double majored in history
and political science, earning his
bachelor’s degrees simultaneously
from Mercer University. He
continued on, earning his master’s
in business, as well as a management
development certification from the
American Management Association
— Harvard School of Business,
delivered through Mercer University.
Dorn was hired by Mercer
University Police Department at the
age of 18 and was promoted three
times over the course of 10 years,
earning lieutenant by the age of
25. After being a lieutenant with

See Safety, A3

Inaugural scholarship reception honors top Edinboro writers
By Nathan Brennan
Staff Writer

“I always believe that something
incredible happens when everyone
gets together around literature.”
This quote, by assistant professor
Dr. Jeffery Bartone, aptly described
the scene at the inaugural Chuck
Palahniuk Writing Scholarship
reception on Oct. 2, where
professors, students and family came
together to celebrate the writing
achievements of a special student.
Gianna Leone, a senior English
writing major, was the first recipient
of the award.
The purpose of the event was
two-fold: “To recognize the first
recipient of the scholarship, as well
as acknowledge the generosity
of Mr. Palahniuk,” said Dr. Mary
Paniccia Carden, chairperson of the
English and philosophy department.
Palahniuk, author of such novels
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as “Fight Club” and “Invisible
Monsters,” established the
scholarship to recognize particularly
motivated and skilled writers,
and to help them on their path to
becoming professional writers.
According to certain criteria,
students could submit samples of
their work for the consideration of
the deciding scholarship committee,
and the choice was made based
on the applicant’s “dedication,
perseverance, and most of all, a love
of writing,” according to Bartone.
He added, “That’s what we see in
her work, and that’s what the jurors
recognized when they gave her this
prestigious award.”
As part of the reception, Leone
read aloud the collection of essays
she submitted for the scholarship.
Her first essay, titled “Broken Cone,”
described the thoughts in her head
as she enjoyed an ice cream cone at

Edinboro’s own Dairy Supreme.
The second essay, titled
“Fireworks,” shares the dynamics of
a family and one’s own self.
Her final essay, “Vineyard,” relates
the story of an interesting night she
had at a wedding held at a beautiful
vineyard.
After the reception, Leone
remained in disbelief: “I can’t
believe it,” she said of being the first
to receive the award, and overall she
was humbled by the experience: “It’s
a huge honor.”
The same can be said for the
professors who helped her along
the way.
“I’m proud that I had a part… in
giving my love of writing to her and
tell[ing] her to keep it, keep it with
her, her whole life,” said Bartone.
Nathan Brennan
@edinboronow
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Gianna Leone, a senior English writing major, was the primary recipient.
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Edinboro English Department engages at 2018 EAPSU
By Livia Homerski
Arts Editor

From presentations on poets, pedagogy,
entertainment culture and more, this
year’s EAPSU (The English Association of
Pennsylvania State Universities) conference
gathered English students and professors from
across Pennsylvania to present their scholarly
work under the theme of “Creativity in Times
of Crisis.” The annual conference was held from
Oct. 4-6.
Two students of Edinboro presented work
this year — seniors Gianna Leone and Virginia
Olds. Leone presented and also won the
“Outstanding English Major Award” for her
dedication to her schoolwork and craft.
“When they first told me, I thought:
‘Wow, really?’ It’s been awesome. I’ve loved
my experience at Edinboro and I’ve loved
my professors and I’m honored to be the
outstanding English major at my last year here,”
said Leone.
Leone’s presentation was titled “The
Arthurian Legends Traced Within Star Wars,”
and it broke down comparisons of themes and
characters between the two works of fiction.
The first part of her presentation focused on the
“Star Wars” characters of Anakin Skywalker,
Luke Skywalker, and Obi-Wan Kenobi,
comparing them to characters from Arthurian
legends such as Arthur and Uther Pendragon,
Lancelot du Lac, Merlin and the Lady of
the Lake. She also explained the parallels of
Guinevere and Lancelot’s relationship to Padme
Amidala and Anakin’s, as well as similarities
between the pentecostal oath and the jedi code,
and the fabled roundtable to the council of
jedis.
Alongside Leone in her session were her
fellow outstanding English award recipients,
who presented a variety of works on Saturday.
Samantha Paine of Kutztown University
presented an analysis of masculinity and
heroism in poetry works by Housman, Owen
and Sassoon. Laura Farley of East Stroudsburg
University also presented work on poetry, this
time revolving around poet W.B. Yeats and
the way Irish folklore and heritage influenced
his work. Jessica Armarant of West Chester
University presented an open letter about her
student-teaching experience and the ways in
which teachers can empower students in the
face of oppression.
Olds presented in a session titled, “Learning/
Unlearning Femininity” on Friday with
students Meghan Griffin and Logan Henry
of Mansfield University. Griffin discussed the
moral and behavioral expectations of women
in “Evelina” by Frances Burney, “Pride and
Prejudice” by Jane Austen and “Mary Barton”
by Elizabeth Gaskell. Henry’s presentation
about themes of gender and power also
discussed Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice,” as
well as “The Woman in White” by Wilkie
Collins and “She” by H. Rider Haggard.
For Olds’ presentation, she discussed the
parallels between the original 1985 publication
of the dystopian novel “The Handmaid’s
Tale” and the 2017 Hulu adaptation. Olds
examined parallels in culture between 1985
and 2017, referencing the rise to power of
theocratic conservatives, efforts of the Women’s
Reproductive Rights Movement and backlash
against Roe v. Wade.
Three Edinboro professors presented work
at the conference, as well. Professor Carrie
Campbell participated in a discussion titled

“Poetry, Crisis, Community: A Talk and Poetry
Reading” early Friday morning with professors
from Shippensburg and Lock Haven University.
Dr. William Hunter’s presentation was
called “A Story of Merciful Racism: History
and Metaphor in Jordan Peele’s ‘Get Out.’”
He examined “Get Out” to be a retelling of
the “Merciful Killing” history of racism in
our nation’s past. Hunter pointed to certain
stereotypical tropes, such as “slave killings,”
“the sexualized black man,” and European
views that because Africans were so different,
they wanted to make them more like them,
eventually stripping them of their identity, just
like the transplanting of brains in the movie.
Dr. Roger Solberg examined themes within
a collection of essays in his presentation, “‘The
Hum of Perpetual Noticing’: Themes in the
Introductions to the ‘Best American Essays
Series, 1986-2016.” His findings? That these
introductions often define the difference
between an essay and a magazine article,
the experience of discovery the author finds
through writing essays, and the urgency of
sharing your voice during crises and polarizing
rhetoric.
The loss of Edinboro professor Thomas
Lipinski was discussed during the opening
remarks before the keynote presentation.
The conference hosted poet Patricia Smith
as their keynote speaker on Friday night,
where she read some of her poetic works and
talked about being a writer. Smith has written
eight books of poetry, holding numerous
awards and is “a Guggenheim fellow, a
Civitellian, a National Endowment for the
Arts grant recipient, a finalist for the Neustadt
Prize, a two-time winner of the Pushcart
Prize, a former fellow at both Yaddo and the
MacDowell Colony, and a four-time individual
champion of the National Poetry Slam,”
according to her website.
She read poems spanning several of her
books, most notable “Blood Dazzler,” a
collection of poetry about Hurricane Katrina,
and her latest, “Incendiary Art,” which
discusses racism and police brutality against
people of color. She places immense value on
expressing your own experiences and the way
the world has affected you, as well as giving a
voice to those who do not have one.
In “Incediary Art,” she writes poems for
the black people who have been gunned
down by police officers, for the mothers of the
individuals, and for those whose voices she
“was not hearing” in these reports. “Sagas of
the Accidental Saint” was a poem about young
men of color who were reported to have shot
themselves while they were handcuffed in the
back of a police car. “When you put a poetry
book together, you try to balance the long
poems, short poems, funny poems, not-sofunny poems. There is no light in this book —
there’s no way for me to be funny.”
When Smith wrote about Katrina, she used
that same concept to give voice to beings who
had not voice at all. The poems she read from
the “Blood Dazzler” collection included pieces
from the perspective of “Luther B” a dog left
behind in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, as
well as a poem about Katrina’s family: the
other, lesser-known hurricanes of that season.
Smith also read poems for Medusa, that
speaks from her point of view, “The Romper
Room Lady,” who went crazy, and first-lady
Melania Trump.
Livia Homerski | ae.spectator@gmail.com.
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Dr. William Hunter, of EU, sits in on a roundtable discussion about how to prepare high
school senior students for both college writing courses and the real world.
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Dr. Roger Solberg lectures on themes within ‘Best American Essays Series, 1986-2016’ in
his presentation titled, ‘The Hum of Perpetual Noticing.’

Al Stone Series: Tariff talks
By Shayma Musa
Voices Editor

The chilly, damp morning of Thursday,
Oct. 4 drew the regular 20 into the warmth
of the space-heated basement of Diebold to
sip on fresh coffee and listen to Dr. Michael
Morrison discuss, “The Economic cost and
Benefits of Tariffs.”
Morrison worked off of the most involved
audience members to present his facts and
theories in an engaging manner — bringing
economic theories down to the layman’s
knowledge of the American economy.
At one point, he illustrated the advantage of
free market trading by using McDonald’s as an
analogy. “Let’s put it this way,” he began, “no
two countries with a McDonald’s have ever
gone to war with each other.”
Morrison argued that tariffs, the price a
country puts on imported goods, have two
sides: a dynamic cost and a static cost.
The dynamic cost is the cost to the trade
relationships a country has built, and the
static cost affects the way in which we use the
resources we have, now that tariffs have been
implemented.
Basically, he stated that the implementation
of tariffs affects political relationships and
domestic relationships in terms of who can
afford what.
“The real cost of tariffs can be seen in
what we call ‘dead-weight loss,’ where you
see decreases in imports because of the
tariffs, and as a result, there is more domestic
production of that product. However, you also
see a decrease in the amount of consumption
of that product because the number of people

who can’t afford to buy that product increases
because of the higher price,” Morrison said.
Furthermore, productivity can decrease
when domestic manufacturers — who aren’t
as good at producing a certain product,
take over the production of that product, he
explained.
It’s almost impossible to return to a onecountry manufactured product Morrison said,
because of the global nature of manufacturing
today. One product, say a TV, is made up
of so many different components that are
created in various different countries and then
assembled at the facility.
Manufacturing, Morrison argued, is a
low-tech investment; where America thrives
is in the creation of products. Morrison
calls the creation of productions “High-tech
investments.” The U.S. excels in that type of
intellectual development of goods, Morrison
said, because our education system is still one
of the best in the world.
What the U.S. needs, according to
Morrison, is to invest in education and put
in place trade relationships that allow us to
own the intellectual properties of goods while
outsourcing their manufacturing to other
countries.
The Al Stone Lecture Series takes place
in the basement of Diebold in the Al Stone
Integration Center. Next week’s lecture, on
Thursday, Oct. 11, will be given by Dr. Roger
Solberg, who will present on his time growing
up on Staten Island in his lecture: “New York
City’s Forgotten Borough: A Staten Island
Boyhood and the Art of Memoir-Writing.”
Shayma Musa | voices.spectator@gmail.com
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Americans of all ages join protests following Kavanaugh confirmation on Oct. 6.

Kavanaugh decision ignites
debate on both sides as
midterms approach
By Sahil Kapur
Bloomberg News

The most acrimonious Supreme Court
confirmation battle in modern times hardened
the fault lines in U.S. politics that put President
Donald Trump in office but now could give
enraged Democratic voters the added motivation
to oust Republicans from control of the House.
The fight over Brett Kavanaugh’s elevation to
the nation’s highest court inflamed the voting
bases of both parties a month before pivotal
congressional elections. Republicans hope to
gain in their quest to hold the Senate, as the
Kavanaugh fight resurrected a defining issue that
links the evangelical base to Trump: dreams of
a generational lock on a conservative Supreme
Court.
Still, backlash politics historically have been
the driving force in midterm elections, it’s the first
chance for voters to weigh in on the president
they picked just two years earlier. Traditionally,
buyer’s remorse has meant the party in the White
House suffers significant losses.
“For Democrats there’s been a tremendous
amount of motivation brought on by the Trump
presidency, and this has taken it over the top.
We could not have had a more stark reminder
of what’s at stake in these elections,” said Donna
Edwards, a former Democratic Representative
from Maryland. “It’s not going to be forgotten.”
Edwards said the Kavanaugh fight would help
Democrats flip as many as 20 Republican-held
districts with “lots of suburban, college-educated
white women,” who polls show are breaking
for Democrats by a two-to-one margin. The
vulnerable Republican incumbents include
Virginia’s Barbara Comstock, Kentucky’s Andy
Barr, and Nebraska’s Don Bacon. “You’re going
to see an even higher turnout among women,
particularly in these suburban districts that are
swing districts,” Edwards said.
The Senate is a different picture, with 12
out of the 13 most competitive races in states
won by Trump in 2016. Some recent surveys
show an enthusiasm boost among Republican
voters, as Trump and his party allies have said
repeatedly that Kavanaugh was treated unfairly by
ideological opponents. If Republican voters stay
mobilized, it’s likely to boost the party’s prospects
of retaining or expanding its razor-thin 51-49
Senate advantage.
“This has energized our base like nothing we’ve
been able” to do, Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, a Kentucky Republican, said in an
interview just before the Senate voted 50-48 to
confirm Kavanaugh on Saturday. McConnell,
Trump and other Republicans repeatedly referred
to anti-Kavanaugh protesters as a “mob.” That
“ended up being a big political help to us,”
McConnell said.
The immediate focus is on five Democratic
senators running for re-election in states where
Trump won by double-digits in 2016: Joe
Manchin in West Virginia, Heidi Heitkamp
in North Dakota, Joe Donnelly in Indiana,
Jon Tester in Montana, and Claire McCaskill
in Missouri. All but Manchin voted against
Kavanaugh.
“Obviously he’s been receiving a ton of
pressure from both sides, as one would imagine,”
Mike Plante, a Democratic strategist based in
Charleston, West Virginia, said of Manchin. “In
my time in politics I’ve witnessed a number of
Supreme Court confirmations. This one’s been the
most contentious, including Clarence Thomas,
and the most tribal in nature.” With promises
to revive the coal industry, Trump won West
Virginia by 42 points in 2016, his largest margin
of any state.
Donnelly and McCaskill are depending on
high Democratic turnout in urban areas and
college towns, including African-Americans who
were deeply skeptical of Kavanaugh. Tester and
McCaskill emphasized concerns that Kavanaugh’s
skepticism of campaign-finance laws could lead
to the proliferation of “dark money” in politics.
Heitkamp raised questions about the judge’s
“temperament, honesty, and impartiality.” All are
campaigning on health care, and Kavanaugh’s

views about the legality of Obamacare’s consumer
protections are in doubt.
The red-state Democrats face a predicament:
they need to preserve an image of independence
to attract at least some Republican voters, but
also need their Democratic base to turn out in
big numbers. Midterm elections tend to be low
turnout affairs where only about 4 in 10 eligible
American voters show up. In an era where the
share of persuadable voters has been declining,
campaigns increasingly put a premium on
mobilizing the party faithful.
But it’s not all good news for Senate
Republicans. The Kavanaugh debate contains
perils for Senator Dean Heller of Nevada, a state
won by Hillary Clinton in 2016. He trails in
recent polls and was quickly attacked over his
support for Kavanaugh by Democratic opponent
Jacky Rosen. In Arizona, where Trump’s winning
margin was 3.5 points, Democrat Kyrsten Sinema
is narrowly leading in the race for an open seat
being vacated by Republican Jeff Flake. Inflaming
the Democratic base and alienating suburban
women carries big risks for Republicans.
Underlying the early liberal opposition
to Kavanaugh was his lengthy record as a
conservative jurist on the D.C. Circuit Court
of Appeals, leading to fears that he’d lock in 5-4
majorities in cases involving gun rights and
validating voting restrictions, while providing a
potential fifth vote to weaken abortion rights and
LGBT protections, where retired Justice Anthony
Kennedy typically sided with the left.
While #MeToo activists voiced outrage about
the sexual assault accusation later leveled against
Kavanaugh’s and expressed support for his
accuser, Christine Blasey Ford, Trump argued
that the real victims were Kavanaugh and other
men.
Women were “outraged at what happened to
Brett Kavanaugh,” Trump told reporters Saturday
before speaking at a rally in Kansas. “They’re
thinking of their sons, they’re thinking of their
husbands and their brothers, their uncles, and
others.” The president called it “a very scary time
for young men in America.”
It’s an extension of the us-versus-them
approach Trump used in his 2016 campaign,
in which he portrayed the “forgotten men and
women” suffering under the dominance of a
liberal elite. As he campaigns for Republican
candidates this year he’s ramped up the dire
warnings of what would happen if Democrats
return to power.
“They want to erase our gains and plunge our
country into a nightmare of gridlock, poverty,
chaos and, frankly, crime, because that’s what
comes with it,” he said Oct. 4 in Rochester,
Minnesota.
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer
on Saturday said Trump was “stooping to new
depths” when he mocked Kavanaugh’s accuser
at a rally in Mississippi on Oct. 2. On Saturday,
Trump said his comments were meant to “level
the playing field.”
“So to Americans – to so many millions who
are outraged at what happened here, there’s only
one answer: vote,” the New York Democrat said.
“If you believe the Supreme Court should uphold
women’s rights, vote.”
In 2010, a mid-term backlash against President
Barack Obama sparked a red wave that helped
Republicans take over the House and pare
back the Democratic Senate majority. Much
like Obama at the time, Trump is traveling
the country urging his party’s base not to be
complacent. He has events this week in Iowa,
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Kentucky.
“It’s kind of woken people up at this point.
I don’t think they’re going to go back to sleep,”
Brian Walsh, the president of America First
Action, a pro-Trump super PAC, said in an
interview on C-SPAN.
But Edwards, the former Democratic
congresswoman, was skeptical that the
Republican enthusiasm boost would last. “This is
going to be a short-lived burst for Republicans,”
she said. “Very similar to Obama, the people who
voted for Trump voted for Trump. So they’re not
as mobilized around voting for somebody else.”

Mercer University, Dorn learned of an open
position as the chief of police for the Bibb
County, Georgia Public School System.
Following a scandal that swept out most
administration, some faculty members, and
even some police officers in 1998, Dorn
stepped into a mess.
“So then [I saw] the big scandal at the
school system, and I said that’s what I
wanted to do. I want to make schools safer,”
Dorn said. “So I went there, had the right
superintendent, right board members,
that this stuff was a priority to give us the
funding we needed and support; it took a
while, but we built a really good program.”
Dorn has traveled all around the world
and said every country, even those that are
not already developed, can teach school
safety officers something they can take back
to their own cities.

“I never really thought about doing it
internationally; you just start doing this
stuff and people just start calling you.”
Dorn said.
Dorn stressed the importance of datadriven decision-making rather than letting
emotions drive the conversation during his
presentation.
“Don’t let your efforts be emotively
driven. You need passion; you need all that.
But don’t react from emotion. That’s toxic.
It’s where we make our biggest mistakes,”
he said. “This is why we keep talking about
testing, looking at data. Does this program
actually have evidence that it works? Don’t
rely on ‘I think it’s going to work’ or ‘we
gotta do something because it sounds so
terrible.’ That’s where we get into trouble.”

By Livia Homerski

the job pays $7.75 an hour. Your GPA must be
above a 2.3 to be considered.
EUSGA also proposed working with a lawyer
who is also an Edinboro professor to run a panel
on legal advice and law issues for students, due
to some of the landlord-tenant issues that have
arisen among Edinboro students. “There are
students I’m really aware of [who] need legal
representation and advice,” stated Sherri Gould,
financial advisor.
EUSGA then called for announcements and
questions from club members. They stated that
if students brought forth announcements about
events or fundraisers, they could help advertise
that at meetings.
A member from University Players announced
that there will be auditions for “Children’s Hour”
in Diebold from 7-10 p.m., Oct 9-10.
Chimera announced that they were still taking
literary submissions until Friday Oct. 12 at
midnight.
Clay Club will be having an opening reception
for their exhibit at Bates Gallery in Loveland Hall
on Wednesday, Oct. 10 from 6-7 p.m. There will
be a silent auction.
The National Society of Leadership and Success
is holding a fundraiser for UNICEF and has
donation boxes around campus.
Say Anything Improv Club and University
Players will be putting on a Halloween Dance,
a costume contest and a showing of the “Rocky
Horror Picture Show” on Oct. 31 in Diebold. The
show starts at 7 p.m., while the dance starts at 9
p.m.

Arts Editor

The Edinboro University Student Government
Association (EUSGA) meeting on Oct. 8 got off
to a late start due to confusion about which room
the meeting was in. EUSGA further asserted
that meetings will always be held bi-weekly in
Wiley 107. If that were to change, all congress
members would be notified by email at least a day
in advanced.
Old business was covered first. EUSGA is
still taking input and ideas for the game room
makeover. Ideas such as Edinboro mascot
“Maccato” placed in different video games and a
Lady Fighting Scot were thrown around, as the
original idea of painting Mario characters cannot
continue due to copyright issues.
EUSGA then asked if attendees wanted police
officers at meetings to discuss campus safety
concerns. The debate went back and forth as to
whether they should have private sessions or
bring them to all meetings, but it was decided
they could meet with students as needed on
behalf of EUSGA.
Business coordinator Leslie Colonello,
meanwhile, has started Borosync tutorials every
week so students can understand how to use it for
their clubs.
There are also E-Board positions still open
for treasurer, public relations, secretary and
parliamentarian. Interested students should apply
through the BoroSync Portal.
New business included OSD having job
opportunities open for their peer advisor
program. There are 10-15 positions open, while

Kelly Staschak | @edinboronow
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Sept. 25: There was a traffic accident in the Hendricks Hall parking lot around 11 a.m. No
damage was done.
Sept. 29: A citation was issued when individuals were caught drinking underage in
Highlands 6 at nearly 11 p.m., according to Edinboro police.
Sept. 29: In Highlands 5, citations were issued to individuals involved in furnishing alcohol
and underage drinking.
Sept. 30: In the McComb Fieldhouse parking lot, an individual under the legal drinking age
was seen under the influence of alcohol, according to a police report. Citations were issued
for both underage drinking and public drunkenness just after 1 a.m.
Sept. 30: An individual in Highlands 7 was found to be highly intoxicated at approximately
6 a.m., according to Edinboro police. They were charged with public drunkenness.

EDINBORO UNIVERSITY
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ADVERTISEMENT
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Classified advertisements are available at the following rates:
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Bishopʼs candidacy exhibit, ʻFunctional Ashʼ has ﬂown the coop
“Functional Ash” was a graduate candidacy exhibit by Michael Bishop. In order
for grad students to remain in the program, they must show their work. The pieces
in this exhibit is inspired by Bishop’s time raising chickens. According to his artist
statement, “the use of poultry and hex wire connects my personal interests to my
ceramic work.” His show was on display in Bates from Oct. 1-5.
Bates Gallery is located on the first floor of Loveland Hall. It is typically open from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Photo: Kelly Staschak

“Raising chickens, similar to my firing process, requires a commitment of time and hard
work,” said Bishop in his artist statement.

Day in the Life: Bruce
Gallery, symbol of silence
By Shayma Musa
Voices Editor

In the novella “Song of the Trees,”
Mildred Taylor describes a grove of trees
who in their age had witnessed “the happy
songs of happy days….and listened to sad
tales of a foreign land.” In that vein, she
captures lyrically a truth of life: places are
witnesses to the growth, evolution and
complexity of the human experience. Like
silent witnesses they stand long after we
have lived and died. They are keepers of
pain and happiness, regret and forgiveness
— guilt. I believe the stored-up energy of
life acts as a sort of magnet, drawing us
to rooms, halls, buildings — even objects.
At a molecular level we find the steady
undercurrent of history comforting — so
we spend time in certain places.
In that vein, “A Day in the life” will
biograph the many locations across
Edinboro University where students
and staff congregate, noting the unique
attributes of such locations, the people who
frequent them, and why.
I first walked into Bruce Gallery my
freshman year of college. Like Sheba
touching her bare toes to the halls of
Solomon’s palace, I gasped at the shiny
floor that graces the gallery. The autumnal
hues of my classmates’ clothing mixed
together on the floor and were reflected in
blurry, moving shapes. For a minute, the
sight of art, arranged methodically around
an empty space, hushed us. And then the
regular chatter of a class of 15 started
up again, voices ricocheting off the hard
plaster walls and ceramic sculptures and
metal jewelry. As a freshman standing in
Bruce at 11 in the morning, the sensations
of line, and color, and form and shape
reaching out and demanding my attention
from every direction struck awe in my
heart. That was my first time in a gallery.
Now, two years later, Bruce has emerged
as a symbol of silence during chaos for me.
Bruce Gallery is in the basement of
Doucette. A blue and pink neon sign

hangs on the Waterford street entrance of
the building — announcing the gallery’s
existence (when someone remembers to
switch it on).
Walking into the lower level of Doucette
at most points of the day is like walking
into a silent cave. The lights are always
dimmed as low as they can without being
off. Yellowed newspapers hang on bulletin
boards, advertising the arts sections of The
New York Times, The Pittsburgh Gazette
and The LA Times. On the opposite wall,
another board advertises student clubs and
campus events.
If you visit Doucette between the hours
of 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., the light cast upon
the hallway by the entrance will fade. And
soon you’ll notice a strange gradient is
created: the dim grey/black of the hallway
meets the bright yellow/white light
escaping from room G-2, which holds the
cubical offices of some art professors.
At that intersection of light lies a white
wall lined with blue cushioned chairs and
two coffee tables piled high with thick
magazines. Behind that wall is Bruce.
Crossing the threshold of narrow beige
doors and mint green desk is like stepping
into an invisible locale permanently
partitioned from the ever-flowing streams
of time outside it. Art exhibits of all types
stand like sentinels of experience —
projecting pure art at visitors and forcing
them to observe.
At this time of day, there is usually an
art student or two standing in front of a
sculpture, or painting, sketching some
rough rendering of the work they see
before them. The occasional sound of
thick, sketch pad pages rustling intermixes
with the resting and raising breath.
Bruce in the evening is two beasts.
On gallery opening nights, it is filled to
the brim, food simmering in hot plates,
music echoing through the gallery, and
occasionally cheap wine sloshing into solo
cups.
Most other nights, Bruce is silent.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow
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Ghostface Killah

mewithoutYou

Twenty One Pilots

“The Lost Tapes”

“[untitled]”

“Trench”

Ghostface can still rap on the level of his peers. He
is able to use his vivid imagery and funny lines,
while keeping the audience interested in what he
has to say.

“[Untitled]” has just the right amount of thoughtful
poetry and mewithoutYou’s signature biblical allusions to
reign in the angst and instead tastefully drive the music
with passion.

This is a band that will write what they want to write
and play what they want to play. Topics like anxiety
and thoughts of suicide make for a bold vision that a
lot of people will find themselves relating to.

Standout tracks: “Buckingham Palace,” “Cold
Crush” & “Watch ‘Em Holla.”

Standout tracks: “9:27 a.m., 7/29” & “Michael
Row Your Boat Ashore.”

Standout tracks: “Morph,” “Chlorine”
& “The Hype.”

Erie native returns home with
10 String Symphony for show
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

ʻSuburbia Iʼve Given You
All and Now Iʼm Nothingʼ
By Ben McCullough
Staff Photographer

For as long as I can remember, I have
listened to bands such as AC/DC, Van
Halen, Led Zeppelin and the list goes on.
Growing up listening to rock ’n’ roll was
empowering. The raw energy of power
chords, fast guitar solos and the banging of
drums all gave me adrenaline like nothing
else. I wanted to be able to create that
energy myself.
I have been playing guitar since I was 13,
and now at the age of 21, it is more a part of
me than anything else. With as much music
that I love, and listen to, it would almost
be impossible for me to choose my favorite
album. On the other hand, the album that
changed my life is undoubtedly “Suburbia
I’ve Given You All and Now I’m Nothing”
by The Wonder Years. I’ll refer to it as
“Suburbia” for convenience sake.
I discovered The Wonder Years my
sophomore year of high school. I couldn’t
tell you exactly how I discovered the band,
but I’m sure it was either by exploring pop
punk bands online or through one of my
few friends that enjoyed the same music. At
the time, I was listening to new music and
making new friends, some of whom would
later become the closest friends in my life. I
was all about pop-punk, metalcore and the
classics I grew up with. “Suburbia” was The
Wonder Years’ most recent release, and it
instantly became a classic in my heart. The
album captured themes of youth, friendship,
heartache, growth and angst; it was a
perfect fit for me. The fast, upbeat music
fueled me with the same energy as those
classic rock bands I loved as a child.
The album is essentially about growing
up and living in the suburbs of Philadelphia,
and although I grew up in rural, small-town
western Pennsylvania, the themes hit close
to home and represented many of my ideals.

There were anti-societal pressures in songs
such as “My Life as a Pigeon”, anti-religious
themes from “I Won’t Say the Lord’s
Prayer,” and songs that assured me that my
friends and I were not the only ones with a
sour outlook on their hometown. In high
school, I felt very little connection, other
than a small group of people I would call my
best friends. I owe it to punk and rock music
for allowing me to share a connection with
my peers and to have something to hold in
high regard.
Suburbia was our gospel. We yelled
the lyrics around campfires: “Suburbia,
stop pushing, I know what I’m doing!”
We discussed what the words meant to us
and how we saw the subject matter of the
album in our everyday lives. Although
this album did not open up doors to other
types of music for me, it opened me up to
knowledge, and kept me on the track of
being a free thinker.
My friends and I soon discovered that
the album was an ode to the Allen Ginsberg
poem, titled “America.” I cried in awe the
first time I read the poem; it said exactly
what my adolescent mind wanted to hear.
It conveyed hard, distressful truths about
my country and I knew it was important to
listen. This was the first time poetry outside
of music meant something to me.
“Suburbia I’ve Given You All and Now
I’m Nothing” is packed full of references to
the Ginsberg poem. The album shares the
truths spoken of in Ginsberg’s poem, but on
a much more personal level. After reading
the poem, I held songwriter Dan Campbell’s
lyrical abilities in even higher regard,
and my love for his words grew stronger.
I believe music is one of the best outlets
to promote a specific type of culture, and
“Suburbia” strengthened my ability to stay
true to myself and the ones I love.
Ben McCullough | @edinboronow

On Friday, Oct. 5, Erie native Christian
Sedelmyer returned home with bandmate
Rachel Baiman to perform at Unitarian
Universalist Church in Erie during the midst
of their second album tour. The band — 10
String Symphony — consists of two five-string
fiddles, one of which is alternated with a
five-string banjo, and they hit Erie just shortly
after winning International Bluegrass Music
Association’s (IBMA) “Instrumental Record
Performance of the Year” award.
Sedelmyer has been playing violin since
he was about 5 years old. He grew up playing
classical violin, but his father introduced him
to rock.
“Growing up, I was playing classical music,
but my dad was really into ‘60s and ‘70s folk
rock. So I was playing classical, but listening to
Neil Young,” he said.
After graduating from Wake Forest
University with a degree in business, Sedelmyer
got a desk job in Washington, D.C. Shortly
after, he’d pack up and moved to Nashville and
start to focus on his music.
Sedelmyer’s 10 String Symphony
counterpart, Baiman, found herself in Nashville
for similar reasons. The Chicago native has
been playing the violin since she was 4 years
old. While growing up, Baiman was playing
classical musical, but is influenced by indie
artists like Courtney Barnett. Baiman, who was
raised by a social worker and an economist,
found solace in music as a way to deal with
world politics. After moving to Nashville to
work on her music, Baiman and Sedelmyer
found themselves playing together.
The two fiddle players, who met in 2012,
initially started out just jamming. However, in
2015, they released their debut album, “Weight
of The World.” Their first album reached
number three on the Billboard Bluegrass

charts. In making their first album, they sought
a way to innovate in folk music.
“On the first album, we were sort of
modernizing, in our own way, old music,” said
Sedelmyer.
Since the release of their debut, Baiman
and Sedelmyer have both been working on
separate projects. In the summer of 2014,
Sedelmyer went on tour with The Jerry Douglas
Band. The band recently received a 2018
Grammy nomination for best contemporary
instrumental album.
Baiman found herself playing fiddle with
Kacey Musgraves and releasing a solo album,
titled “SHAME.” This album focuses on the
tough issues and hot topics discussed in today’s
political climate, with songs like the title track,
“Shame,” which addresses abortion.
Their sophomore album, “Generation
Frustration,” was recorded with Kris Drever in
Scotland this past year and was released in July.
The album is very personal for the band, and
they believe that Drever is a big credit to the
sound of the new album.
“This album is very personal to us; it deals
with things that we were going through and
what we were seeing in the world at large,”
said Sedelmyer. He continued: “[we recorded
with] Kris Drever, a musician we’ve revered
for a while… he’s in this band called Loud.
They do a great combination of using acoustic
instruments along with electronic sounds to
create a really lush soundscape.”
“Generation Frustration” introduces Baiman
on the claw-hammer banjo, which showed
up sparingly on the first LP. “We decided it
made sense to bring in the banjo for the band
complex, and for the variety perspective,”
Sedelmyer explained.
10 String Symphony has tour dates set
until November. You can stream “Generation
Frustration” on Spotify and Apple Music.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

Photo: Anisa Venner-Johnston
10 String Symphony released their sophomore album, “Generation Frustration,” on July 13.
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Review: ʻBad Times at the El Royaleʼ pretty, but lacks substance

Photo: Twentieth Century Fox

Dakota Johnson stars in ‘Bad Times at the El Royale,’ directed by Drew Goddard.

By Katie Walsh

Tribune News Service
Summary
3 stars
Cast: Cynthia Erivo, Jeff Bridges, Chris
Hemsworth, Dakota Johnson, Jon Hamm,
Cailee Spaeny, Lewis Pullman.
Directed by Drew Goddard.

Running time: 2 hours, 21 minutes.
Review
Rated R for strong violence, language, some
drug content and brief nudity. Even though
“Bad Times at the El Royale” is only the second
film he’s directed, writer and director Drew
Goddard is already an auteur. He made his
name as a TV writer on “Buff y the Vampire
Slayer” and “Lost,” and wrote scripts for such

films as “Cloverfield,” “World War Z” and “The
Martian.” But with his 2012 directorial debut,
the devilishly clever horror flick “The Cabin
in the Woods,” Goddard proved what really
makes him tick: the meta genre exercise. The
contained hotel mystery “Bad Times at the El
Royale” is another exercise in genre play. This
time, it’s the retro crime thriller.
Set over one night in the late ‘60s, a group of
misfits check into the deserted El Royale hotel
in Lake Tahoe, which straddles the border of
California and Nevada, a state line running
right down the middle. Priest Father Flynn
(Jeff Bridges), singer Darlene Sweet (Cynthia
Erivo), vacuum salesman Laramie Seymour
Sullivan (Jon Hamm) and a grumpy young
hippie (Dakota Johnson) retire to their rooms,
where all their secrets come out to play. Money,
murder and mayhem ensue, and the pulpy,
twisty story and swinging ‘60s style make “Bad
Times at the El Royale” feel like an episode of
“Mad Men” with a Tarantino twist.
With a dazzling array of stars playing shady
characters with murky pasts, one character in
the film truly stands out: the El Royale itself, a
sparkling midcentury gem of a set production
designer Martin Whist built in Vancouver.
Unfortunately, there’s no booking rooms at
the El Royale, but oh, how we wish we could,
with its plush dining room, golden jukebox and
many patterned wallpapers. The El Royale also
sports quite a unique feature, a secret hallway
behind the rooms lined with two-way mirrors,
all the better to spy on the guests.
As our group of secretive travelers starts
to discover the design quirk and realize

they’re being watched, and can watch others,
Goddard’s favorite theme manifests: voyeurism,
and what it means to watch, unseen, the way
movie audiences do. It’s about the construction
of images, how images can reveal, conceal and
toy with our perception. He splattered the idea
across “Cabin in the Woods,” but here, it’s more
like eavesdropping, though no less dangerous.
Unaware viewers just might find themselves
taking a face full of buckshot if they don’t know
their place.
Although actors like Johnson, Hamm and
Lewis Pullman as the neurotic concierge are
endlessly watchable, “Bad Times” belongs to
Erivo, and Bridges, her worthy scene partner.
The Tony winner walks away with the film
as the plucky Darlene, who uses her voice for
survival, whether it’s to make a buck or cajole a
murderous cult leader (Chris Hemsworth), who
charges the hotel looking for one of his runaway
girls (Cailee Spaeny). She has a speech cutting
down masculinity’s grasping at power through
sex that is so clear-headed and incisive about
the state of the world we live in today that you’ll
want to stand up and cheer.
Erivo brings the soul, and Bridges the heart,
while Goddard is the brains of the operation,
finding the pleasure in coloring within the lines
of those very specific generic expectations and
limitations. Every puzzle piece clicks together
smoothly, and while there is joy in watching
everything fit, the film feels like there’s
something missing. It lacks true substance. It’s
all aesthetics, no guts. But damn if the “Bad
Times” aren’t beautiful to watch.

Animated series ʻStar Wars
Resistanceʼ debuts on Disney Channel
By Rick Bentley

Tribune News Service
LOS ANGELES — “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” picks up more than 30
years after events in “Star Wars: The Return of the Jedi.” A lot can happen in
three decades. That’s where the new animated series “Star Wars Resistance”
will fill in some of the gaps. The production, which debuted Sunday on Disney
Channel, takes place just before the events of “The Force Awakens.”
Kazuda “Kaz” Xiono (voiced by Christopher Sean) is a young pilot recruited
by Poe Dameron (Oscar Isaac) to work for the Resistance on a top-secret
mission to spy on the growing threat of the First Order. Poe and BB-8 take
newly-appointed spy Kaz to the Colossus, a massive aircraft refueling platform
on an outer rim water planet, home to aliens, droids and creatures.
Sean is new to voice acting, having worked on live-action projects such as
“Hawaii Five-0,” “Days of Our Lives” and “The Lizzie Bennet Diaries.” But,
Sean has been a fan of animation all his life, particularly anime, and of the
“Star Wars” franchise.
“To find the way to play Kaz, I took in Han Solo’s charisma, Poe Dameron’s
instincts and my father being military, I take in from him respect,” Sean says.
“Of course I take in my silliness and my clumsiness.”
As for where “Resistance” fits in the “Star Wars” universe, Sean doesn’t see it
as the bridge between “Return of the Jedi” and “Force Awakens.” His take is the
universe is massively big. The events of “Resistance” are just a piece of a lot of
stories to be told.
The team behind “Star Wars: Resistance” are veterans of previous “Star
Wars” projects. The series was created by Lucasfilm Animation veteran Dave
Filoni, the man behind “Star Wars: The Clone Wars” and “Star Wars Rebels.”
Executive producers include Athena Portillo (“Star Wars: The Clone Wars”)
Justin Ridge (“Star Wars Rebels”) and Brandon Auman.
Portillo says having so many people involved who have been involved with
other “Star Wars” projects makes it easier to stay within the parameters of
the mythology. Ridge has worked with Filoni so much he can hear the series
creator’s voice in his head as the episodes are being made, and that’s how the
stories stay on the right track.
One common element of the “Star Wars” franchise is the hot shot pilot, and
in this case that would be Hype Fazon (Donald Faison). Getting to be part of
the “Star Wars” universe has been a lifelong wish for Faison, but when he heard
the character he would be voicing was named Fazon, his “Star Wars” dreams
had come true.
“The character was created for me, so this is the best day of my life,” Faison
says. “I have always wanted to be in ‘Star Wars’ as an actor, but now my name
is in ‘Star Wars.’ And, it will always be in ‘Star Wars’ and that makes me feel
great.”
What ends up being a bonus for Faison, who’s best known for his role as
Dr. Turk on “Scrubs,” is he’s playing one of the top pilots in the galaxy. His
favorite characters from the feature films had always been Han Solo and Lando
Calrissian because they didn’t have any special powers except being great fliers.
“I always wanted to be a pilot when I was a kid. I wanted to fly the
Millennium Falcon. I couldn’t do that in real life so the only way I could do
that was to become an actor,” Faison says.
Another element is the cast of unusual creatures and characters. Jim Rash
(“Community”) and Bobby Moynihan (“Saturday Night Live”) speak for Flix
and Orka, a pair of odd merchants.
Moynihan has a long list of acting credits including voice work on
“DuckTales,” but he threw himself into the voice work for “Resistance” because
he knows how important every moment presented in the franchise is in regards
to the mythology. One slip and the fans will let him know.
But, Moynihan comes to the animated series with a strong foundation
to play Orka. He points out his character is the same species as the batlike
creature from the Cantina scene in “New Hope.”
“I am just a little heavier and have a beard,” Moynihan says of his character.
He smiles and adds, “I am that in real life too.”
Moynihan mainly speaks for Orca but also voices some of the lesser
characters. It doesn’t matter to him if it is a monologue or one line, Moynihan
treats each word with reverence because as a fan he knows one line from a
character could one day be “12 books and a movie.”
The voice cast also includes Suzie McGrath (“East Enders”) as Tam Ryvora,
Scott Lawrence (“Legion”) as Jarek Yeager, Myrna Velasco (“Elena of Avalor”)
as Torra Doza and Josh Brener (“Silicon Valley”) as Neeku Vozo.
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Across
1 “We Create Music” org.
6 “You’re a riot”
10 Sportscaster Albert
14 Diner counter alternative
15 Hasn’t paid yet
16 Jai __
17 Job
19 Govt. crash investigator
20 Weather-affecting current
21 Give up all expectations
23 __ Strauss, female touring guitarist for
Alice Cooper
25 Greek “i”
26 BB-shaped legume
29 Switching from cable TV to streaming,
say
34 Relaxing time in the chalet
36 Skin ink
37 Four-time ‘60s-’70s A.L. All-Star __
Powell
38 42-yr.-old skit show
40 Regarding

41 Not at all abundant
44 Totally loses it
47 Bedsheet buyer’s concern
49 Observe
50 Pop’s Lady __
51 1982 Disney sci-fi film
53 Most ordinary
57 Hydrocodone, e.g.
61 Like un maníaco
62 Composition for violin, viola and cello ...
and what the starts of 17-, 29- and 47-Across
comprise
64 Color of raw silk
65 Sights from la mer
66 Longtime senator Specter
67 Vintage Jags
68 Not e’en once
69 Wall Street’s Standard & __
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Down
1 Having the skills
2 Window box dirt
3 Hartford’s st.
4 Had food delivered
5 “Hooked on” language teaching method
6 In what way
7 GI on the run
8 Valiant
9 Invites to the prom, say
10 Borough across the Harlem River from
the Bronx
11 Voice above tenor
12 Abrasive tool
13 Hard-to-explain feeling
18 Pics
22 Bluesy James
24 Boats like Noah’s
26 Brew brand with a blue-ribbon logo
27 Pleistocene period
28 Cheering and yelling, as a crowd
30 Down Under dog
31 “Who’s there?” response from a couple

32 Naples night
33 Golden-egg layer
35 Flagrant
39 Rude dude
42 Actor Scott or his dad James
43 Enters sneakily
45 2001 scandal company
46 Temporary solution
48 Structure protected by a moat
52 The “N” in “TNT”
53 Theater suffix
54 What a key opens
55 Farmland measure
56 One in a forest
58 Woody Guthrie’s son
59 Stadium section
60 Many millennia
63 Dead Sea country: Abbr.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Al Stone Lecture Series:
Roger Solberg
10/11 | 9:30 a.m.
Diebold Center

“The Trade”
5-Part Presentation — Finale
10/15| 7 p.m.
Pogue Student Center

“Higher Education at a Crossroads”
Jeff Selingo
10/16| 7 p.m.
Pogue Student Center

Piano Class for Adult Beginners
10/17 | 2 p.m.
Alexander Music Center

“Whatʼs Up Wednesday”
Planetarium Presentation
10/17 | 7 p.m.
Cooper Science Center

Pumpkin Painting
10/18 | 6:30 p.m.
Pogue Student Center

In The Community
Scary Creature Feature
10/11-13 | 6 p.m.
Asbury Woods
Erie

Haunted History Tours
10/12| 9:30 p.m.
The Brewerie at Union Station
Erie

Peekʼn Peak Fall Fest
10/13, 10/14 | 10 a.m.
Peek ʼn Peak Resort
Clymer, New York

Wizard & Wands Bar Crawl
10/13| 5 p.m.
McCoyʼs Barrelhouse & Grill
Erie

ʻHalloweenʼ
UPBʼs
Movie of the Week
1978
Thursday — 7:30 p.m.

Cinemark Tinseltown
SHOWTIMES: Erie, PA
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Sarah Armahizer spikes the ball in a match against Clarion University on Oct. 5 at McComb Fieldhouse. Edinboro
swept the Golden Eagles, 3-0, to start the weekend.

Scots hunt down birds
Golden Eagles, Crimson Hawks fall to ʻBoro over weekend
By Madi Gross

Managing Editor
The women’s volleyball team went up against three PSAC
opponents last week, going 2-1. On Oct. 2, the team traveled
to Slippery Rock University for their fi rst game of the week.
Slippery Rock took the match in a 3-0 sweep with the
fi nal scores of the sets sitting at 25-17, 25-23 and 25-19. With
this match, Edinboro’s record was brought to 8-9 overall and
1-6 in the PSAC.
The team then came home Friday night to face off against
Clarion University. Edinboro took the match in a 3-0 sweep
and their record improved to 9-9 overall and 2-6 in the
PSAC.
The intense game had a fi rst set ending with a score of 2624, the second set, 25-15, and the third a nail-biting 27-25.
Every point scored in this match seemingly brought every

spectator to the edge of their seats.
Many of the usual suspects for the Fighting Scots led in
points for this game, such as Cierah Jackson (16 kills, 3 aces,
11 digs and 1 return), Alicia Eldredge (4 kills, 2 aces, 26
assists and 21 digs) and Megan Screptock (5 kills, 4 blocks,
2 assists, 13 digs and 1 return). Freshman Sarah Armahizer
brought the crowd to their feet as she dove from afar to save
a ball from hitting the ground, while then coming back to
get a point for ‘Boro during the third set.
“I couldn’t let that ball drop. I know we needed that point
and it wasn’t even in the question to let that ball not be our
point,” stated Armahizer about the save.
Jackson said the energetic wins gave them momentum

See Volleyball, B3

Photo: Trey Staunch

Paige Morris, number 5, goes up for a kill after a set
from Alicia Eldredge, 12, during a match against Clarion
University on Oct. 5 at McComb Fieldhouse.

Back from the brink: junior soccer player running
strong after career-threatening injury freshman year

By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Danielle Chatten’s freshman year started off
well. She started the first six games of the season
and started 10 of the first 11.
Then, disaster struck.
“I was about to take a shot against
Mercyhurst, and I was shooting with my left so
I was standing on my right leg, and some girl
slid in right before I shot and she like clipped me
from the side,” Chatten said. “I heard it snap, and
then I don’t really remember right after that.”
For Chatten, college soccer was a childhood
dream. She first began playing when she was 3
years old.
“My whole life I knew I wanted to [play

Index

college soccer] because, I mean, when I was
growing up my whole life revolved around it,”
Chatten said. “I worked so hard, I played every
single day, so it was really never an option for
me to not.”
When injured, Chatten remembers sitting on
the bench, thinking that the pain was starting to
get worse, but wasn’t the excruciating pain she
thought it would be. She said she remembers the
trainer reassuring her parents that it wasn’t a tear
to calm them, but then telling her he was pretty
sure it was torn. It took a month to confirm that
her meniscus was torn because her knee was too
swollen to have an MRI.
Chatten attended what practices and team
events she could after, but she had to undergo
surgery and remembers waking up and being

Voices
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told that she no longer had a meniscus.
She then had another surgery to place a
tendon in the location where her meniscus used
to be. That surgery marked the beginning of
getting back into playing shape.
“I was going to rehab and pretty much for
the first few months it was me trying to get my
range of motion back since I couldn’t bend [my
knee] or straighten it,” she said. “I did that for
awhile, which was painful every single time.
Slowly, I got my crutches and I was limping
around for a little bit.”
Before the injury, the freshman Chatten
had been having a strong debut season despite
playing in a different position from the one she
was used to.
“It was awesome. I didn’t expect to start and

play so much right off the bat, but I started the
first scrimmage. I wasn’t used to playing center
mid[field]...I played forward my entire life so
I was nervous about that, but it was awesome,”
she said.
Now a stalwart for the Edinboro women’s
soccer team, she’s played in every game this
season so far and played in all 17 games last year.
She also played in every game that she could
play in during that freshman year.
Chatten was cleared to play once again right
before the beginning of last season and leapt
into action.
“I played, but I was half hurt the whole time,
so...at halftime I couldn’t even walk sometimes.
I’d get pulled off and couldn’t play the rest of
the game,” Chatten said of her first season back.
“[Sometimes] I’d play a whole game and have to
sit out the next practice. It was a constant battle
to try and play as much as I possibly could,
which was also very frustrating. I was slow and
scared to play still, but I still forced it which kind
of isn’t the best idea, but it’s alright.”
Chatten’s knee not only made her
uncomfortable, as it was still swollen, but it also
made her feel like a different player. She became
cautious and nervous when games got physical,
which she found frustrating.
In that sophomore year, Chatten still placed
third in the team’s point standings with 17,
which averaged to a point per game.
Chatten then used summer break to continue
to improve and get back into the shape she was
in previously. She ran two-to-three times a day
and worked hard, and she said she feels that she’s
in better shape and stronger.
Through the injury, Chatten found the
motivation to keep recovering through the pain.
Even when the team has struggled — they are
3-8 overall this season — she’s refused to stop
playing hard, and her effort has made it so that
she barely thinks about her knee while playing.
“We had Ashley Mutkus last year and she
was a big goal scorer, and I know a lot is on my
back now because I’m the forward that they are
expecting to score goals,” Chatten said. “So, I
mean I feel like I need to not let my team down

Managing Editor
Madi Gross wants
you to learn from her
mistakes this midterm
season, B5.
Photo: MCT Campus

FDA cracks down on e-cigs in eﬀort
to decrease teen smoking, B6.
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Run game stagnant, football drowns at Mercyhurst Saturday
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

Photo: Shayma Musa

Andrew Tomko, 7, looks downfield for an open receiver as A.J.
Turner, 81, is covered over the middle of the field. Edinboro
passed for 237 yards during their loss against the Lakers on Oct. 6.

Chatten
From B1
and do my best to score every game...because
I only have one more season left and because
I want to score goals and make my stats better
and make the record better.”
Chatten has found that what helps her deal
with the pressure college soccer can put on
people is to remind herself that soccer is a game
first and foremost.
“I mean, sometimes I think soccer is
everything and sometimes I just say to myself,
it’s just soccer,” she explained. “Because
otherwise, I’m just hard on myself and if I don’t
score this game and we lose this game, I think
it’s my fault. And I just have to tell myself it’s
just soccer, and I sometimes have to remind
myself I need to have fun while I’m doing it.”
Chatten also said she chooses to push herself,
especially in practice, because she loves all of
the playing time she gets and doesn’t like being
substituted for.
“I absolutely hate getting subbed out. It’s the
worst thing ever. I hate it,” she said. “I know
other people have to play and I get tired and all
that, but that’s why I’m competitive in practice,
because I don’t want anyone in that position.
The other girls who play center forward are
some of my best friends like Halle [Hammer]
or Brit [Spithaler,] but I will fight them to the
death. I do not want them in my position. I love
being out there.”
This year, Chatten is one of just four

For the first time this season, the Edinboro Fighting
Scots football team failed to score a touchdown.
Instead, they settled for two field goals en route to a 24-6
loss at Mercyhurst University on Saturday.
Edinboro fell to 1-2 in the PSAC and 4-2 overall, while
the Lakers earned their first division win to improve to 1-2
and 2-4 overall.
Freshman Jake Monroe continued his impressive debut
season, hitting a 23-yard field goal in the second quarter
and a 25-yarder with less than 3 minutes left in the half.
Unfortunately for Edinboro, the positives just about ended
there.
“We didn’t play hard enough. We didn’t execute
anywhere,” Head Football Coach Wayne Bradford said after
the game. “It all comes back to me. You want to point the
finger at someone today, we weren’t ready to play. That falls
on the head guy. That falls on me.”
After beginning the season with four 100-yard games
through the first five weeks, running back Walter Fletcher
rushed for just 67 yards, and ‘Boro managed just 92 yards
on the ground overall. Meanwhile, Mercyhurst’s Garrett
Owens ran for 148 yards.
“We couldn’t get off the field,” Bradford said of the loss.
“All they did was line up and hand it to the tailback; [they]

upperclassmen on a young team that’s “very
close knit,” and she said she hopes the team
takes the time to appreciate the hard work they
put in every day at practice.
“I don’t think they understand how much
you need to enjoy it, like I can’t believe that I’m
already a junior,” she said. “I really can’t believe.
I feel like I’m still a freshman.”
This year she’s scored four goals so far, two of
them coming from ‘Boro’s win over California
on Sept. 12.
Chatten also works hard off the field, as she
has maintained a GPA over 3.0 while majoring
in biology with a pre-physician assistant
concentration.
“With school work, I’m a pre-PA student too,
so I have tons of work, so I’ll sleep two hours
a night...it’s a lot and I’m not saying I’m always
the greatest at time management because I love
my naps and all that, but I balance...all that,”
she said.
Chatten said if her knee can stay healthy
enough, she hopes to one day play beyond the
college level.
“I know there’s a really good semi-pro team
out of Rochester,” she said. “I’m from Buffalo,
so I’ve always looked up to them, and I know
a few girls that actually play with them in the
summer, so I’d love to contact them or them
contact me and continue from there. That’d be
great.”
Graphic: Kelly Staschak
Erica Burkholder | @EdinboroNow

I don’t really listen to hardcore rap or something that
high-paced because I like to relax and chill out with
music before a game. I’d say it’s not typical “pump-up
music,” but more feel-good music.

— Danielle Chatten, Forward

just ran it all day. Didn’t matter if we had nine, 10, 11 guys
in the box.”
Bradford said the team needs to focus on their own play
and get back to fundamentals if they want to succeed in the
rest of their season.
“Every guy in the room is accountable for that loss today.
Every flipping guy. So that’s the message afterwards,” he
said. “Every guy has got to look in the mirror, and if you
want to be a championship program, if you want to be
elite, the guys in the locker room gotta hold the guys in the
locker room accountable. It can’t come from the staff.”
Unable to get the run game going, Edinboro turned to
the pass, outpacing the Lakers with 237 yards despite not
scoring a touchdown in four visits to the red zone.
Ta’Nauz Gregory had eight receptions in the game,
bumping him up to sixth in career receptions at Edinboro.
James Clark is currently second with 190.
Edinboro’s defense was less potent than usual. Maurice
Sims paced the defense with 11 tackles, and the team
combined for four sacks. They had just one forced turnover
after averaging 5.2 per game through the first five weeks.
“It’s a long season and you’ve got to grind. You’ve got to
continue to grind,” Bradford said. “You can’t wear down.
I think we’re a little worn down and we just gotta keep
going.”
Chris Rosato Jr. | @EdinboroNow

Photo: EU Sports Information

The women’s basketball team poses for a photo at the Hermitage House Fall Festival.

WBB donates time ahead of season
By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information
Each year, Edinboro’s athletic teams look to get
out in the community and participate in a variety
of activities. The women’s basketball team did
so this past weekend, providing assistance at the
Hermitage House Fall Festival.

Head coach Callie Wheeler and members
of the Fighting Scots volunteered their time on
Saturday, Oct. 6 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. by assisting
with kids games and pony rides.
The Hermitage House provides appropriate
counseling and therapeutic intervention to help
make the difference in the life of a troubled youth.
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Volleyball
From B1

Photo: Kelly Staschak

Rebecca Manns attempts to beat the defender in the goal box during a game against Clarion on Oct. 3.
Manns scored the Fighting Scots’ first goal of the game and her second of the season in the 5th minute.

heading into Saturday’s match.
“We can try and use all the
energy and adrenaline — even
though it might wear off a little bit,”
stated Jackson. She continued: “We
know that this is our home court
and we are a really good team, and
even though we are really young, we
each individually bring a lot to the
table and play really well as a team.”
The Fighting Scots did just
that as they returned to McComb
Fieldhouse on Saturday to face
off against Indiana University of
Pennsylvania. The team gained
yet another win, improving their
record to 10-9 overall and 3-6 in the
conference.
Edinboro took the first of the
match’s four sets, 25-15, but IUP
came back strong in the second,
taking the win 25-23. The Fighting
Scots would get the win in the last
two sets of the match, 25-23 and
25-13. Edinboro took the overall
match 3-1.

Freshman Sally Sterkel had a
total of 15 kills and 3 blocks in this
match; senior Hannah Cantrill had
a total of 13 kills, 1 block and 1
assist; and sophomore Molly Breier
led in digs for Edinboro with a total
of 18.
Eldredge had a total of 39 assists
in Saturday’s match to bring her
overall season assists total to a
whopping 604 in her freshman year.
The team will be back on the road
next weekend for their next two
PSAC matches. On Friday night,
the team will travel to Gannon
University (19-1 overall, 8-1 in the
PSAC) and on Saturday the team
will travel to Mercyhurst University
(8-14 overall, 3-6 in the PSAC).
Jackson said the team spent the
weekend trying to enjoy the game
more and worry less about their
record.
“We’re just trying to get back to
the basics and have fun. That’s what
we’re all here for, is to have fun and
play the game that we love.”
Madi Gross | @EdinboroNow

Soccer stomps Clarion, nets three in win
By Erica Burkholder
Staff Writer

Edinboro women’s soccer broke
their five-game losing streak,
winning 3-0 at home against
Clarion on Oct. 3. The Fighting
Scots are now 3-8 overall and 2-8
in the PSAC.
Edinboro struck early in the
5th minute with Rebecca Manns
scoring from nine yards out.
“I really honestly thought [with]
the goal, I was going to mess up
because I always try to turn on
my left and I always get screamed
at for turning on my left, so I was
super lucky that it worked out on
the cross. Danielle was like, ‘You
got to learn when to one-time and
when to take a touch.’ I don’t know
if it worked out, the coaching helps
and they’re great,” Manns said of
her goal.
Brittnie Spithaler struck next, 2
minutes later, when she took a shot
from about 10 yards out of the box
and beat the keeper.
“I was very happy with it,” she
said. “I think it was my best goal
of the season yet, and I’m excited
about it that I scored. [I] had a few
other opportunities that I could
have got to, but it’s alright.”

The half ended with Edinboro
leading 2-0. Edinboro outshot
Clarion, 13-4, in the first, and
Clarion had five fouls while ‘Boro
had three. Clarion started out
physical and got more aggressive
as the game went on.
“Clarion was probably our most
physical game yet, which was a
challenge, but we worked through
it and I thought it was a good
challenge to take on,” Spithaler
said.
Edinboro continued to push
for another goal in the second
half. A Manns shot was denied by
the keeper and landed at Sidney
Dobbins’ feet. Dobbins easily
put the ball into the net with the
keeper struggling to get back to
defend.
“It was really exciting, shout out
to Becca Manns. It was basically
her goal, [and] I just tapped it
in for her. I’m happy with it of
course,” Dobbins said.
Clarion continued to push
forward while attempting to
bounce back, which left the
‘Boro offense with less room to
maneuver without being drawn
offside. The Fighting Scots defense
was able to keep Clarion off the
scoreboard for the duration of the

match.
“We had some shots from
further out, [and] we had a great
scouting report, a great game plan
and it worked within the first 10
minutes,” Head Soccer Coach
Gary Kagiavas said. “We took care
of business, but sometimes we’ve
been getting those shots and they
haven’t been going in, and today
we just hit them, and they ended
up going in. You just never know.
We had great game plans the last
couple of games and it just hasn’t
rolled for us and today it did.”
After over a week off, the
Fighting Scots play again Friday
when they face Indiana University
at 2 p.m. at home.
Looking toward the rest of the
season, Kagiavas said: “Get on
the road to Mansfield, [I] think
we can beat them and then we
have a couple of tricky ones with
East Stroudsburg and Seton Hill,
and then we get [University of
Pittsburgh - Johnstown] and the
last one is Bloomsburg. We could,
I mean literally, we could win all of
them. We just need a bit of luck...
need a bit of luck and we can do
it.”
Erica Burkholder | @EdinboroNow

US Soccer looking for the right mix
of youth and veterans in rebuild
By Kevin Baxter

Los Angeles Times
The last time Michael Bradley played for the
national team was a year ago, in Trinidad and Tobago,
in the final game of World Cup qualifying. It was his
140th international appearance, most among active
U.S. players.
The last time Ben Sweat played for the national
team was, well, never. Sweat hadn’t even trained with
the U.S. until Monday, when he joined Bradley in
the first practice session for Thursday’s friendly with
Colombia in Tampa, Florida.
And the fact that Bradley and Sweat are now
teammates marks a big step forward for a national
team that has been in transition since its first World
Cup qualifying failure in 32 years.

There’s always opportunity. To me
age is just a number. Anyone can
contribute. We have a bunch of
good young players coming in, we
have that middle age and then we
have our experienced guys.

— Ben Sweat, Fullback

For much of the last year, interim coach Dave
Sarachan has held auditions for national team spots,
restocking the talent pool by giving 18 players their
first caps. This week he has begun reintegrating the
veterans, adding Bradley and goalkeeper Brad Guzan
to a 23-man roster that includes 16 players with fewer
than 10 appearances for the U.S.
“Every national team has to have the right mix of
youth and veteran experience. That’s going to be an
important blend as we move forward,” said Sarachan,
who lost midfielders Tyler Adams (back spasms),
Christian Pulisic (torn calf muscle) and Weston
McKennie (bruised calf) to injury over the last five
days.
Guzan, 34, is the oldest player in camp; he was in
high school when teammates Timothy Weah and Josh
Sargent were born. Bradley, 31, a former captain and

two-time World Cup veteran, is the most experienced;
his 11-month absence from the national team was the
midfielder’s longest leave in a dozen years.
Given the extent of the national team’s new
emphasis on youth, Bradley said Monday he didn’t
know whether he’d be invited back.
“I don’t think anybody ever knows that,” he said.
“You enjoy every opportunity you have with the
national team. You don’t ever take it for granted. So
for me, the opportunity to be back now, (to) start to
get to know some of the younger guys that have been
around the last nine or 10 months, I’m very excited.”
So is Sweat, a fullback who has been hoping for a
chance with the U.S. after a breakout 2017 MLS season
with New York City FC.
“I thought it was going to be January camp. There
were a couple of camps in between. So I’ve been
patient,” he said. “For any sport you get called to your
national team, doors are going to open, opportunities
are going to be endless if you take advantage of it and
you do the right things.”
Yet, he almost missed the call this time, too,
coming out of NYCFC’s last game 10 days ago with
back spasms so painful he had to be helped out of
the stadium and on to the team bus. That delayed
his invitation to join the national team again until
trainers were sure he was healthy enough to play.
Despite the long wait, the timing couldn’t have been
better since Sweat is from the Tampa area and played
two NASL seasons with the Tampa Bay Rowdies. Plus
the U.S. is training at the University of South Florida,
where Sweat set a school record for appearances while
leading the Bulls to a conference title.
“My first call-up and it happens to be in my
hometown,” he said with a smile. “So it’s a special
moment for myself, my wife, friends, family. To be
back in my old school, it’s a dream come true.”
The timing could be right in other ways, too. Left
back, Sweat’s best position, has been a revolving door
for the U.S. lately. And with only one other left back
in camp Sweat, at 27 the fourth-oldest player on the
roster, figures to get some playing time Thursday
against Colombia or in next week’s exhibition with
Peru in East Hartford, Connecticut.
“There’s always opportunity,” he said. “To me age
is just a number. Anyone can contribute. We have a
bunch of good young players coming in, we have that
middle age and then we have our experienced guys.”
Now, Sarachan said, it’s time to bring that mix of
age and experience together.

Photo: Bob Andres/TNS

Drew Brees gets a pass off under pressure in a game against the Atlanta
Falcons on Sept. 23 at Mercedez-Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia.

Brees becomes NFL’s leading
passer in Monday night win
By Iliana Limon Romero
Orlando Sentinel

Former Central Florida star
Tre’Quan Smith initially didn’t realize
his first NFL touchdown catch also
was one of the biggest plays in league
history, helping Drew Brees break the
NFL passing record.
Brees broke Peyton Manning’s
career passing yards record of 71,940
yards with a 62-yard touchdown pass
to Smith during the second quarter of
New Orleans’ 43-19 victory over the
Washington Redskins Monday night.
Smith recalled celebrating his
play before realizing it was a huge
milestone.
“While I’m in the stands, I see
everybody in the middle of the field
with Drew, and I’m like, ‘Oh yeah, we
did it. And I did it. And I’m a part of
it,’” Smith said while speaking with
reporters after the game.
“... I thank God it was me. Now
I get to go down in history with
somebody famous in Hall of Famer
Drew Brees. I’m glad it happened to
me.”
The ball is going to the Pro
Football Hall of Fame.
Smith didn’t keep close track of it
before celebrating the touchdown.
“I believe I dropped it,” Smith
recalled. “Some people thought I
was going to throw it in the stands. I
dropped it in the end zone and then
jumped into the stands.”
The rookie was surprised to even
find himself in a position to celebrate.
“I did not expect to get the ball
on that particular play,” Smith said.
“It was the second time we ran that
play. Cam Meredith got it the first
time. When I saw it come to me, I did
everything I could to catch it.”
After the win, Saints coach Sean
Payton said he didn’t design the
play with Smith as one of the first
receiving options.
“To be honest with you, on a look
throw, it wouldn’t be first in the
progression,” Payton said during
his postgame press conference.
“(Brees) felt the coverage come off
and he made the right decision. It
wasn’t where we saw the ball going

in its design on a Tuesday night at
midnight and that was a credit to
him.”
Other players joked they had
planned to hide the record-breaking
ball from Brees if it came their way,
but none could really hide their joy
they were in the stadium the night
the veteran quarterback broke the
record.
Brees entered the game needing
201 yards to set the mark. He said
during his postgame press conference
he tried not to focus too much on
the milestone, but he also knew in
his head before he took the field for a
series late in the second quarter that
the team was going to run the twominute drill. If he connected on all
his pass plays, he easily could break
the record on the drive.
“Didn’t know it was going to
happen on the first play (of the series)
to Tre’Quan,” Brees recalled. “I don’t
think it could have happened in any
better fashion than it did. To have
that moment with my teammates on
the field, the offensive line, I mean,
it just played out even greater than I
could have imagined.”
With the Saints leading the
Redskins 26-6 with a little more
than two minutes left in the second
quarter, Brees could comfortably
enjoy the moment.
Officials stopped the game and the
record-setting ball Smith dropped
immediately after reaching the end
zone was handed to Pro Football Hall
of Fame officials. Saints fans gave
Brees a standing ovation. In addition
to celebrating with his teammates
and coach, Brees got the chance to
salute the crowd and hug his wife and
children on the sideline.
It all came together in a way
that wouldn’t have been possible if
he broke the record late in a loss,
especially one on the road.
“I tried to rehearse the scenario
in my mind this week just so I could
really focus on the game, but then
to have the moment with Sean ... my
(sons;) my wife, Brittany, and my
daughter, Rylen,” Brees said. “ ... It
was incredible.”
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Attendant-care program
made ‘Boro feel like family,
not a nursing home
By Peter Brady
Staff Writer

I stumbled across an advertisement for
Edinboro University four years ago, on the cusp of
my 22nd birthday. This was two years after a diving
accident had severed part of my spine and left me
paralyzed from the shoulder down.
This means that I can’t do much on my own;
dressing, brushing my teeth, eating.
These things are all difficult. When I arrived
at Edinboro, I realized I was a part of something
special.
Students from all over the country (Oregon to
Maine) come to the small town of Edinboro every
year for its Office of Accessibility Services (OAS)
capabilities. The OAS program has been able to
provide 24/7 care to students with disabilities
since 1974. This means a person with limited or
no use of their limbs can go to school without
having to worry about the quality, timeliness, and
consistency of their care. At the push of a button,
they can receive help provided by the university’s
attendant-care program, a smaller sub-division
within OAS.
As of the last few weeks, though, Edinboro
University Interim President Michael Hannan
informed the students that the attendant-care is
being dissolved and replaced at the end of this year
by separate agencies.
He wrote: “Regulatory changes are impeding
the University’s ability to directly offer this type of
program after this academic year. Instead, a local
service coordinator will be located on campus to
assist students in obtaining services.” In short, this
means care is being outsourced to various care
agencies around Erie. This has resulted in students
and parents with questions that have been met
with vague answers.
There are about 30 acronyms, changes in the law
and university budgetary problems that surround
its termination. The university will say that it’s
good. Students will be able to learn to work with
care agencies and Edinboro will still have housing
for the disabled, which is much more than they
need to do.
However, we must not forget our history. In the
‘70s, the Pennsylvania Department of Education
made a call to all the state schools to make a
campus that was completely wheelchair accessible.
Edinboro answered the call. Edinboro took the
responsibility of providing for the most vulnerable.
With that, we must not forget that with agency care
comes problems.
Paying for staffing and receiving quality care is
difficult process. This process is especially arduous
for those who need the most help, as they need
more people and hours. However, part of being
disabled is learning to deal with agency care —
finding people to help you do everyday things.
If you want good care, it is a skill that you need
to be proficient in to survive. It requires tons of
paperwork, a tight schedule, time management,
patience, people skills and the ability to judge
character. These are skills every disabled student
must eventually learn.
Students like me chose Edinboro for precisely
this reason: so we did not have to deal with the
problems and time consumption agency care is
fraught with. Having to actively manage your care
with a five class schedule and impromptu activities
would be difficult to say the least, and completely
impossible to say the most.
The OAS students are not here for intellectual
fulfillment or simply a chance to get out of the
house, they are here to earn a degree, have a
genuine college experience and get a job. It is the
current workers in the attendant-care program that
provide enough constancy for the most vulnerable
of us to receive and execute a quality education.

Edinboro has elected to bring in A Bridge for
Independence (ABI) to systematize the new plan.
ABI will organize students on a case-by-case basis
and direct the “comparable services”, which are the
multiple agencies that provide home care.
Jordan Allen, a senior at Edinboro who utilizes
the attendant-care program stated: “It is tough
to say whether agency care is comparable to the
attendant-care program. I have used agency care
in the past and it is not always reliable. People call
off frequently. Often times they can’t find people
to staff, and if they do, the time it takes to find a
replacement is not conducive to maintaining a
tight schedule, which is required to succeed at the
university.”
OAS will still exist providing resources and
assistance in other ways to students, however,
many students feel it will be a shell of its former
self. Students, who need care spontaneously
— if they drop their phone, need help with the
bathroom, or simply need their arm lifted to
reach their joystick — will be most affected. More
importantly, students who have medical necessities
are even more concerned.
Mary Fetzner, the registered nurse in charge of
the current program, responded to the changes:
“Several students and parents of students have
attempted to explain outside services are not
reliable; there is no guarantee that someone is
going to be available…has anyone even addressed
the need for assistance in the event of fire drills or
worse?”
The OAS students are being given the
opportunity to ask questions to ABI and people
in the administration, but even if their questions
are answered, there is no telling if the new services
will be successful, effective, or safe. The students
overwhelmingly believe it won’t and though the
university undertook months of interviews and
research to choose ABI as their primary service
provider, there is no way the university can be sure
of its success until implementation. The people
who have worked in the attendant-care program,
some for 30 years, are losing their jobs as of May
2019. More importantly, Edinboro is losing them.
They are what separate a quality student from
someone having to call an agency because their
aide didn’t show up in the morning. They are the
difference between being able to attend a meeting
with your sorority and sitting in your own refuse.
To me, they are the difference between feeling like
I’m with a family and feeling like I’m in a nursing
home.
The diagnosis for spinal cord injuries vary
greatly. An “incomplete injury” means your spinal
cord is partially severed, which gives you a chance
to regain movement. A “complete injury” means
there is little to no chance for return of function
below the level of where your spinal cord was
severed. Over the past four years the university has
made changes to the OAS program that I disagree
with, things that made it seem incomplete.
However, I always felt it could regain function.
Now another change is complete. The attendantcare program that has provided stability, is severed,
and I don’t believe its function will ever be the
same.
A journalist is supposed to report facts.
Here are a few:
My name is Peter Brady. I can barely move
my arms. I have a 3.74 GPA, will complete my
bachelor’s degree of communication in May and
the attendant-care program has given me the
opportunity to thrive.
I deserve an educational experience where I feel
safe. Everyone does.
And if all this seems a bit dramatic? You’ve
never dealt with agency care.
Peter Brady | @edinboronow
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OAS students gathered to learn that changes are coming to the EU assistant-care program.

Good persecution is not the
answer for bad police work
By Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

A police officer who kills without
sufficient cause should be held accountable,
so there is reason to feel some satisfaction
and relief that a jury on Friday found
Chicago Police Officer Jason Van Dyke
guilty of murder and aggravated battery in
the shooting death of 17-year-old Laquan
McDonald on Oct. 20, 2014.
Satisfaction, because it had long seemed
that the deck in this case was stacked against
justice. Chicago Police Department reports
said McDonald swung a knife at officers;
they called the shooting justified. Video of
the incident was withheld for more than year.
When it was finally released, as a result of a
journalist’s lawsuit, the public was able to see
images that differed sharply from the police
account.
And why relief? In part because after
repeated high-profile police killings of young
black men (many unarmed) that shocked
the public conscience but were officially
deemed justified or ended in acquittals, it
became necessary to question whether any
of our institutions of justice were up to the
challenge of ensuring fairness and safety
without regard to race, and indeed whether
they ever would be.
The task is to find a way to prevent
shootings, and not merely to punish them.
There is cause for satisfaction and relief,
but no glee. It may be the case that Van Dyke
was, as some have alleged, part of a racist
and murderous police culture that finally
got its comeuppance. But it is at least equally
likely that the Chicago Police Department,
the politicians with influence over it and
the institutions that oversee it created a
system and culture of policing that gives
guns to people who shouldn’t have them
and provides insufficient training not just in
handling life-threatening encounters, but in
judgment and self-awareness about ingrained
fears and racial attitudes. The 16 shots that
Van Dyke fired could as easily be a mark
of incompetence or poor training as malice
toward McDonald.
Which it is makes little difference to the
victim, or to other African American men
shot dead by police. Nor should it make

a difference in punishment of the officer.
But if we are to prevent such killings in the
future, it is essential to come to grips with
screening, training and police tactics. It is
intellectually lazy to argue that the problem
with law enforcement in America is simply
that we have too many racist cops who join
police departments in order to mete out their
visions of racial justice on the streets. There
is scant evidence that police officers, today,
at least, are any more racist than the rest of
us. The difference is that they have guns, and
official permission to use them.
Chicago has an especially notorious record
of policing, unreasonable use of force against
non-whites, an unwillingness to hold officers
accountable for misconduct or mistakes, a
dysfunctional disciplinary system and an
attitude of defiance toward the public that
officers are supposed to serve.
But the department is not unique. The
same year McDonald was shot dead, LAPD
officers killed Ezell Ford in Los Angeles. A
Ferguson, Mo., officer killed Michael Brown
Jr. A New York police officer on Staten Island
killed Eric Garner. A Cleveland police officer
killed Tamir Rice.
These names and the names of others in
the years since have become well-known
in part because of the prevalence of video
and in part because of the work of activists,
who will not allow the rest of us to brush
aside the disproportionate police killing of
African American men. But there are many
more whose names are not widely known
and whose killings are not captured on video.
Some were armed, as was McDonald. Many
are not.
Under Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions, the Justice
Department no longer examines police
departments that demonstrate patterns of
bias. In the absence of federal oversight, it
is tempting to measure justice by tallying
the rare prosecutions and even rarer guilty
verdicts of police officers such as Van Dyke.
But just as we cannot solely arrest
and prosecute our way out of crime,
although arrests and prosecutions will
play their part, we cannot arrest and
prosecute our way out of police violence.
The task is to find a way to prevent
shootings, and not merely to punish them.

Does upbringing affect
views on emotions?
By JoAllie Paluchak
Staff Writer

According to Time News and an article
titled “Kids Believe Gender Stereotypes by
Age 10,” 450 adolescents and their parents
from across 15 different countries came
to the same conclusion regarding what it
means to be a boy or a girl. The deduction
was simple: “We found children at a very
early age — from the most conservative
to the most liberal societies — quickly
internalize this myth that girls are vulnerable
and boys are strong and independent,” said
Robert Blum, a professor at Johns Hopkins
University.
Upon reflection, the double standard
between women’s and men’s emotions
presented in the article did not rattle or even
surprise me for a moment. However, to arrive
at a better understanding of how this norm
came to be, I interviewed several peers about
their upbringing and what may or may not
have influenced their view on gender roles,
specifically in regard to emotions.
Kyle, a 21-year-old man, works as a
technician in Erie. When asked if he believes
that men who cry are weak, his response was
as follows: “No, I don’t believe men who cry
are weak, because in my family structure I
was not taught a difference between women’s
and men’s emotions. For example, I have five
siblings, [and] in total my family consists
of three girls and three boys; I was never
influenced from my parents or anyone else
to respond differently to any of my sister’s
crying compared to any of my brother’s
crying. However, I would suggest that my
brothers and I were harsher towards one
another if one of us were upset, but just
because one of us were crying, that didn’t
make us weak.”

Bethany, a 21-year-old woman, is a
student at Edinboro University. When asked
if she believes women who express anger are
aggressive, she responded as follows: “I don’t
feel that women who express their anger
are aggressive. As women we are taught to
not display aggression versus men who are
encouraged to. For example, I notice with my
brother that he is not under the same societal
stress when it comes to being mad. I find this
most relative in the workplace where I see the
definitive boundaries in regard to emotions.
For example, if I am quiet or not talking at
work, my boss will ask questions that hint
to my stability, thus, assuming that I must
display a certain face and emotions to prove
my place.”
Renee, a 21-year old woman, is a student
at Edinboro University. When asked if
she believes that women who cry are
overemotional, she responded as follows:
“I do not believe that women who cry are
overemotional because it’s about a release of
emotions [and] it’s not gender specific. It’s
human nature to express any and all types of
emotions. I leaned this from my experiences
growing up, specifically in regard to what my
mother taught me.”
All the questions I asked the interviewees
were based on societal assumptions about
gender stereotypes. A common thread that
was presented in each interview was the fact
that family experiences and social groups
play a huge role in how people view and
understand each gender’s emotions. Thus,
I would allege that to rectify the double
standard in our culture about women’s and
men’s emotions, the first step starts within
the four walls of our own homes.
JoAllie Paluchak | @edinboronow
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‘Who’s who’ in the Pennsylvania
Trump’s secret weapon for
the next presidential election Midterms: Vying for District 5
By Bloomsberg News
Tribune News Service

Republicans scrambled to push through
tax reform last year in part because they
thought it would boost their chances in this
year’s midterm elections. They were wrong
about that — but last year’s tax reform may
help President Donald Trump’s chances in
2020.
Some background: In the run-up to the
2016 election, the economy was steadily
weakening. In the first quarter of 2015,
year-over-year growth in GDP stood at
3.8 percent. That rate had declined to 1.3
percent by the second quarter of 2016. And
as the economy slowed, so did the growth in
employee compensation, which was growing
at 3.8 percent in the second quarter of 2015
but had fallen to just over half a percentage
point a year later.
Since the election, however, the economy
and employee compensation have both
recovered strongly. At least two factors are
contributing to economic growth: First, the
tax cuts have boosted overall performance.
Second, an increase in oil prices has led
to a boom in investment and oil-related
manufacturing.
Explaining the growth in wages is more
complicated. Before accounting for cost-ofliving changes, compensation is growing just

as fast as it was before the 2015 slowdown.
But those gains have been eroded by a rise in
inflation driven by the same increase in oil
prices responsible for the overall economic
boom. After adjusting for inflation, firstquarter compensation growth in 2018 was an
anemic 0.7 percent.
It is surely ironic that a tax bill
Republicans rushed through Congress last
year comes too late to help them at the
polls this year. Nevertheless, tax reform has
provided a needed boost to the economy,
and the oil and gas boom has increased the
demand for manufacturing and construction
workers. It’s just that rising oil prices mean
that majority of Americans have seen little
improvement in their daily finances, which is
what matters most when they go to the polls
next month.
Look more long-term, however, and
the outlook for workers is more positive.
Industry investment in infrastructure is
projected to allow for strong increases in
oil production growth in late 2019. Those
increases will bring not only more jobs but
also lower prices.
Which brings us to 2020. Today’s costof-living increases in inflation will probably
reverse themselves in 2020, giving an extra
boost to most working families. That boost
could redound to Trump’s benefit as he seeks
re-election.

Pearl Kim, Republican.

Mary Gay Scanlon, Democrat.

By Shayma Musa
Voices Editor

This week’s candidates vie for the new House
District 5 (previously District 7) seat, formally
held by Patrick Meehan before he resigned due
to allegations of sexual misconduct.

Photo: Pete Marovich/Tribune News Service

Donald Trump, the 46th president of the U.S., speaks before the media on Oct. 2.

Pearl Kim, Republican
Pearl Kim, former senior deputy attorney
general for the state attorney general’s
office, puts it front and center that she is
for the protection of sexual assault victims.
Kim, one of 26 women running for office
in Pennsylvania, is one of the few who are
running on the Republican ballot. A first
generation Korean-American, Kim offers
some diversity in background, and political
thought to a party that is seriously lacking it.
Kim states amongst her most important issues:

Photo: @PearlKimPA

Photo: @marygayscanlon

immigration reform, tougher laws on human
sex trafficking, and increasing opportunities for
the economically disadvantaged.
Mary Gay Scanlon, Democrat
Mary Gay Scanlon, a civil rights attorney,
and long time resident of Delaware County,
states among her most important issues:
education reform, immigration reform, and
promoting civic education. Scanlon directed
the Pro Bono division of Ballard Spahr LLP
and with her team was able to provide over
50,000 hours of pro bono legal services to low
income clients and non-profit organizations.
That pro bono work earned her program the
American Bar Associations annual pro bono
award this year. Scanlon was also apart of a
group of lawyers who helped hundreds of legal
immigrants into the country during Trumps
“Muslim Ban.”
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FDA cracks down on e-cigarette makers amid ‘epidemic of
nicotine addiction’ to lower the number of minors smoking
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times

Responding to an “epidemic of nicotine addiction” among
young Americans, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
on Wednesday announced a comprehensive crackdown on
e-cigarette manufacturers, directing the industry’s giants
to draw up detailed plans for halting sales to minors and
threatening to pull a wide range of products, including
flavorings that appeal to underage buyers, from an exploding
market.
FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb called the agency’s
steps the largest coordinated enforcement effort in his
agency’s history and said it was prompted by alarming new
evidence that e-cigarette use by minors has risen to levels he
called “simply not tolerable.”
In response to a nationwide undercover investigation of
brick-and-mortar and online stores over the summer, the
FDA levied civil fines on e-cigarette retailers found to have
sold their products to minors and issued more than 1,300
warning letters.
What’s more, Gottlieb said the vaping industry appears
to have turned a blind eye to the online practice of “straw
purchasing” by retailers and individuals intent on buying
vaping products and reselling them to minors.
The agency also ordered 12 online retailers to halt their
continued marketing of e-liquids resembling kid-friendly
food products such as candy and cookies. Although the
FDA had acted in May to limit the sale of such products,
they were still being offered, with the offending labeling and
advertising, by the 12 online retailers, several of whom were
also cited for sales to minors.
The FDA move was greeted with defiance and derision
from the vaping industry.
“Thousands of small-business vape shops across America
do not engage in irresponsible marketing practices and
don’t even sell the products being targeted by the FDA with
threatening letters,” said Gregory Conley, president of the
American Vaping Association, a nonprofit organization that
advocates for what it calls “sensible regulation.”
“Despite this, Commissioner Gottlieb is threatening to
shut down all these businesses unless larger manufacturers
unilaterally choose to change their marketing practices,”
Conley added. “It is absolutely absurd and a perversion of
how regulatory agencies are supposed to approach their
work.”
Conley called Gottlieb’s initiative “nothing more than a
gift to the tobacco industry,” whose stock prices jumped on
news of the FDA’s vaping crackdown.
Public health groups, on the other hand, said lax
regulation was the reason teen vaping became such a
problem in the first place.
The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
called Wednesday’s actions a “necessary first step” but said
officials could do much more.
“FDA for years has repeatedly missed opportunities to
keep tobacco products out of the hands of our children,”
said Chris Hansen, the organization’s president. “Clearly the
FDA knows who the industry culprits are in this epidemic
and as such should exercise its full regulatory authority over
these products rather than allow the industry to voluntarily
self-correct.”
Gottlieb said the new enforcement actions mark the start
of a “sustained campaign to monitor, penalize and prevent
e-cigarette sales in convenience stores and other retail sites”
to minors. He promised, too, that the FDA would be keeping
close tabs on manufacturers’ own internet storefronts and
distribution practices to detect sales to minors.
“The FDA has at its disposal both civil and criminal
remedies to address demonstrated violations of the law,” he
said.

Photo: Luis Sinco/Los Angeles Times/TNS

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced a crackdown on e-cigarette manufacturers.
E-cigarettes have become the tobacco product most
commonly used by American adolescents. Their popularity
is rising “very sharply,” Gottlieb said: In 2017, more than
2 million middle and high school students acknowledged
they were current users of vaping products, according to the
Monitoring the Future survey.
Data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
indicate that e-cigarettes have become the tobacco product
of choice among middle and high school students.
In 2017, 11.7 percent of high-schoolers who participated
in the CDC’s National Youth Tobacco Survey said they had
vaped a tobacco product within the past month, up from 1.5
percent in 2011. In addition, 3.3 percent of middle school
students called themselves current users of e-cigarettes, up
from 0.6 percent in 2011.
The U.S. market for vaping products has exploded as well.
Analysts at Wells Fargo estimated that Americans bought
more than $2.3 billion worth of e-cigarettes between August
2017 and last month, and they expect annual sales to reach
nearly $4 billion this year.
Add in other vaping products, including vapor cartridges
and related items sold at specialty shops, and analysts say the
entire market could be worth $6.6 billion this year.
In a speech at the agency’s headquarters in Silver Spring,
Md., Gottlieb acknowledged that e-cigarettes present a
public health conundrum.
In its bid to wean adult smokers from traditional
cigarettes, the agency has sought to make a wider range
of “reduced risk” tobacco products available to American
consumers. Those products include e-cigarettes.
At the same time, the FDA has sought to avoid creating a
new generation of Americans addicted to those products, or
to the nicotine that has served as a powerful hook.
On Wednesday, Gottlieb put manufacturers on notice
that the agency’s balancing act will lean more heavily on
preventing youth addiction.
“This may create some obstacles for adults who want to
enjoy e-cigarettes,” Gottlieb said. “But in closing the onramp for kids, we’re going to have to narrow the on-ramp for
adults.”
Gottlieb also signaled that his agency is prepared to take
more sweeping steps. He gave five e-cigarette manufacturers,
the makers of Vuse, Blu, Juul, MarkTen XL, and Logic vaping
products, two months to submit plans to “immediately and
substantially reverse these trends.”
Failure to comply might prompt the agency to reconsider
an earlier decision that gave manufacturers of tobacco

products not on the market by August 2016 more time to
submit new products to the FDA for pre-market review. He
also said the agency is “considering the immediate removal
... from the market” of e-cigarette flavorings that cater to
underage users.
“Let me be clear: Everything’s on the table,” said.
Juul is the clear leader among e-cigarette brands, with
$454 million in sales over the 12 months ending in February,
according to the Wells Fargo report, which cited market
data from the research firm Nielsen. Other big players are
owned by big tobacco conglomerates; Camel parent British
American Tobacco makes Vuse e-cigarettes, and Marlboro
parent Altria makes MarkTen e-cigarettes.
Collectively, the five industry leaders command over 97
percent of the U.S. market for e-cigarettes, and Gottlieb took
them to task for their response to concerns expressed earlier
by the FDA about underage marketing and sales.
“They treated them as a public relations challenge,”
Gottlieb said. “They’re now on notice.”
As part of its effort to turn the tide, the agency launched
a new campaign to educate children and teens about the
dangers of e-cigarettes. A primary concern for health experts
is that kids will become addicted to nicotine and graduate to
traditional cigarettes, putting them at risk for lung cancer. A
report in the Journal of the American Medical Association
found that 20 percent of high-schoolers who vaped
frequently at the start of the study were smoking cigarettes
frequently six months later, and another 12 percent were
smoking occasionally. Meanwhile, among students who
never vaped, only 2 percent started smoking during the same
period of time.
There are other concerns as well. The aerosol that
e-cigarette users inhale contains volatile organic compounds,
heavy metals and other chemicals that may cause cancer,
according to the CDC. Some flavorings contain diacetyl,
a compound that can damage airways if inhaled and may
cause lung disease. And a 2016 report from the Office of the
Surgeon General warned that nicotine could interfere with
healthy brain development during adolescence, especially in
regions related to attention, learning and impulse control.
Gottlieb said the FDA will continue to monitor underage
trends and promised to release new data on e-cigarette use
by minors in the coming months. Further evidence of rising
rates of use would bring stiffer actions, he vowed.
“Industry must step up to this problem,” he said. “They
must demonstrate they’re truly committed to keeping their
products out of the hands of kids.”

Over four decades, an epidemic of drug overdoses reveals its inner secrets
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times

Americans have long construed drugs of
abuse as choices. Poor choices that can cost users
their lives, to be sure, but choices nonetheless.
But what if drugs of abuse are more like
predators atop a nationwide ecosystem of
potential prey? Or like shape-shifting viruses
that seek defenseless people to infect? If public
health experts could detect a recognizable
pattern, perhaps they could find ways to
immunize the uninfected, or protect those most
vulnerable to the whims of predators’ appetites.
In a war against drugs that has yielded few
victories and spawned plenty of unintended
consequences, these are radical ideas. But a
comprehensive new study of drug-overdose
deaths aims to give researchers the data they
need to discern previously unrecognized
patterns in the widening epidemic of drug abuse,
and, maybe, to devise policies that really work.
The new research makes clear that over close
to four decades, the collective toll of drugs on
Americans has followed an upward trajectory
that looks less like a steady rise and more like the
chain reaction that builds to a nuclear explosion.
The drugs that exact this toll have changed:
Methamphetamine, cocaine, prescription
narcotics and heroin have all dominated the
killing fields of American drug use at some
particular time and place.
Put those disparate trend lines together,
though, and the curve representing fatal
overdoses grows sharply steeper between 1979
and 2016. The death toll from drugs has doubled
every eight years, according to the report
published Thursday in the journal Science.
“Inexorable,” Dr. Donald Burke, the study’s
senior author, called the trend. And frightening,
too, since it appears that drug overdose deaths
will continue unabated.
That a single, regular pattern of exponential
growth would emerge from the combined death
tolls of so many distinct drugs was an “aha
moment,” said Burke, who studies global public

health issues at the University of Pittsburgh.
“It came as a surprise,” he said. But the insight
also reinforced his longstanding suspicion
“that there are other patterns out there that we
sometimes can’t see when we’re standing too
close.”
Opioid abuse claimed 49,068 American
lives in 2017, and the spreading crisis has
galvanized the country. But the new analysis
makes clear that prescription painkillers, heroin
and synthetic fentanyl (which killed more than
29,000 Americans in 2017) represent only the
latest chapter in a history of drug-related deaths
that reaches back decades.
Add in the deaths due to cocaine,
methamphetamine and a growing number of
other drugs and the death toll from overdoses
last year reached 72,306. That’s more than the
number of American lives claimed by breast
cancer and prostate cancer combined.
With greater resolution than ever before, the
new research chronicles a scourge of drugrelated deaths that has ping-ponged across the
country, ravaging new communities from year to
year and sometimes abating just as mysteriously
- only to explode elsewhere in a different form.
Between 1999 and 2003, for instance, an
early spike of cocaine deaths appeared in New
Mexico’s north-central counties surrounding
Albuquerque. By 2004 to 2007, similar pockets
of outsized cocaine-related death rates had
metastasized in Florida and North Carolina.
And by 2012 to 2016, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Massachusetts and Rhode Island had
become cocaine-overdose hotspots.
Heat maps show that from 1999 to 2016,
cocaine overdoses exacted their heaviest toll
on black men between the ages of 30 and 60,
and began surging again in a slightly older
population of African American men in 2016.
Unusually high rates of deaths attributed to
methamphetamine show up first between 2004
and 2007 in New Mexico, this time in counties
to the southwest of Albuquerque, as well as in
Nevada and Northern California. By 2012 to
2016, pockets of methamphetamine death would

also erupt across Southern California, western
Arizona, Oklahoma, and parts of Montana, the
Dakotas, West Virginia and Kentucky. These
deaths tended to be concentrated among rural
white men in their 30s, 40s and 50s.
The birth of the prescription opioid epidemic
is evident as early as 1999 to 2003, again
scattered across New Mexico but concentrated
in the counties surrounding Albuquerque.
By 2004 to 2007, hotspots had broken out
across Nevada and Northern California, and
in Oklahoma, West Virginia, Kentucky and
Tennessee. By 2008 to 2011, virtually all of
Nevada was suffering a disproportionate rash of
opioid deaths, and outsized overdose rates had
erupted in pockets across Washington state, the
desert counties of Southern California, Florida,
southern Ohio and Maine.
Prescription opioid death rates have clustered
heavily among white rural men over 40. Of all
drug abuse deaths, only prescription opioids,
and more recently, heroin and synthetic opioids
such as fentanyl, have bitten deeply into the lives
of women.
The earliest deaths from synthetic opioids
such as fentanyl were seen between 2004 and
2007, almost entirely in West Virginia. By
2008 to 2011, clusters cropped up in eastern
Oklahoma and in California’s Lassen County.
Between 2012 and 2016, hotspots broke out
across northern California, Maine and the
midwestern Rust Belt.
Among whites, synthetic opioids in 2016
claimed higher death tolls among men in the
prime of their lives - those roughly 25 to 45 years
old. But among African-Americans, synthetic
opioid deaths cut deeply into men between 50
and 60 years old.
The study relies on data from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention’s National
Vital Statistics System, which has not required
consistent details of drug-related fatalities to
be reported. As a result, county coroners or
medical examiners did not always specify the
drug or drugs involved, or only listed it as an
“opioid” drug. To reflect such cases, Burke’s

team lists deaths due to “unspecified drugs” and
“unspecified narcotics” as separate categories.
Linda Richter, director of policy research and
analysis for the Center on Addiction, said the
study results are a stark testament to the failures
of the U.S. response to drug abuse.
Health officials have stigmatized addiction,
underfunded treatment, and haphazardly
responded to the emergence of crises like the
epidemic of opioid abuse. That has fueled the
unrelenting rise in drug deaths documented by
the study, and in the geographic eruptions of
drug-related crises it reveals, she said.
“To prevent new drug epidemics, we can’t
keep focusing on one drug or another or wait to
respond until overdose deaths reach epidemic
levels,” said Richter, who was not involved in the
study. Something has to change, she added, and
this new way of looking at overdose data can
shed some light on what should be different.
Burke and his colleagues cited “push” and
“pull” factors that may prompt overdose
deaths of certain drugs to wax and wane.
Experts widely believe, for instance, that the
development of abuse-resistant formulations of
prescription painkillers, along with depressed
prices for street drugs, led many addicted people
to abandon prescription drugs in favor of heroin.
Meanwhile, “sociological and psychological ‘pull’
forces may be operative to accelerate demand,
such as despair, loss of purpose, and dissolution
of communities,” the authors wrote.
What clearly emerges from the data is that
something profound has happened in the United
States since the 1980s to make its citizens more
inclined to self-medication and its dangers.
“There’s a treasure trove of information in
there,” said Dr. Steven H. Woolf, a physician and
public health expert at Virginia Commonwealth
University who was not involved with the
new study. Researchers will be able to draw on
this data to explore the effects, intended and
otherwise, of drug trafficking policies, and to
decide where in the country to concentrate
resources, he said.
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Nobel Peace Prize winners work to halt systematic rape
By Matt Pearce

Los Angeles Times
The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded Friday to a former sex
slave in Iraq and a doctor in Congo working to halt systematic
rape in some of the world’s worst conflict zones at a time of
increasing global awareness of abuse against women.
The prize went to Nadia Murad, an Iraqi Yazidi who was
enslaved in 2014 by Islamic State extremists before escaping
and becoming a United Nations advocate against sexual assault,
and Dr. Denis Mukwege, a gynecologist from the conflict-riven
Democratic Republic of Congo who treats victims of sexual
violence. Each has faced life-threatening risks.
“Both laureates have made a crucial contribution to focusing
attention on, and combating, such war crimes,” the Norwegian
Nobel Committee said in its statement announcing the award.
“Each of them in their own way has helped to give greater
visibility to war-time sexual violence, so that the perpetrators
can be held accountable for their actions.”
Rape and sexual abuse are often used as strategic tools of
war by soldiers against noncombatants such as women and
children. The victims may be singled out for their ethnic, racial
or political identities and have little access to justice.
“We want to send out a message of awareness, that women
who constitute half the population in most communities actually
are used as a weapon of war, and that they need protection, and
that the perpetrators have to be prosecuted and held responsible
for their actions,” said Berit Reiss-Andersen, committee
chairwoman, in a televised news conference.
The Nobel committee’s decision came a year after investigative
journalists published allegations of sexual assault and
harassment by Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein, which
intensified attention paid to sexual abuse in, among other
settings, corporate offices, at high school parties and in lawless
war zones.
Those locales might not otherwise have a lot in common.
But a consistent theme of the #MeToo movement has been to
raise awareness about the prevalence of sexual violence and
predation, and also to highlight the impunity of perpetrators, a

consistent theme of Mukwege’s and Murad’s stories.
“#MeToo and war crimes is not quite the same thing, but they
do, however, have in common that it is important to see the
suffering of women,” Reiss-Andersen said.
A U.N. report this year on sexual violence in conflict zones
noted that “despite the increased awareness of the issue, most
incidents of mass rape continue to be met with mass impunity.”
Murad, 25, is Yazidi, an ethnic and religious minority in
northern Iraq that suffered some of the worst abuses of Islamic
State during the radical group’s dramatic expansion in 2014.
Hundreds of Murad’s fellow villagers were slaughtered, and
Murad, along with thousands of other Yazidi women, was
captured, kept as a slave, raped repeatedly and threatened with
execution unless she converted to Islam.
Murad later recounted the horror of her experience in a book,
“The Last Girl,” describing in personal terms how Islamic State
had used rape to subjugate women and girls, not just physically,
but psychologically.
“At some point, there was rape and nothing else,” Murad
wrote. “You stop thinking about escaping or seeing your family
again. Your past life becomes a distant memory, like a dream.
Your body doesn’t belong to you, and there’s no energy to talk or
to fight or to think about the world outside. There is only rape
and the numbness that comes with accepting that this is now
your life.”
After three months in captivity, Murad escaped, and her
advocacy began. In 2016, she became U.N. goodwill ambassador
for the dignity of survivors of human trafficking, and like many
other women, she has publicly told her traumatic story to raise
visibility for others.
Murad responded to Friday’s prize by turning the spotlight
back toward Yazidi women and children who are still being held
in captivity.
“Persecution of minorities must end,” Murad said in a
statement. “We must work together with determination, to
prove that genocidal campaigns will not only fail, but lead to
accountability for the perpetrators and justice for the survivors.
“We must remain committed to rebuilding communities

ravaged by genocide,” she said. “Survivors deserve a safe and
secure pathway home or safe passage elsewhere.”
Mukwege, 63, has treated tens of thousands of sexual assault
victims over the last two decades at the Panzi Hospital in
Bukavu, Congo, where long-running internal strife has left
millions of Congolese dead since the turn of the century.
Many of Mukwege’s patients are victims of the conflict. When
war broke out two decades ago, 35 of his patients were killed in
their beds, which led him to flee. In 1999, he saw his first rape
victim from the war, who had also been shot in her genitals and
thighs. Soon, he began to see more horrific injuries, along with
evidence of systematic abuses.
“I started to ask myself what was going on,” Mukwege wrote
in a column for the BBC in 2013. “These weren’t just violent acts
of war, but part of a strategy. You had situations where multiple
people were raped at the same time, publicly ... . The result
of this strategy is that people are forced to flee their villages,
abandon their fields, their resources, everything. It’s very
effective.”
The systematic abuses led Mukwege to turn to international
activism to denounce the impunity of the perpetrators and the
ineffectiveness of the Congolese government, which, in turn,
elevated the danger against Mukwege himself.
In 2012, Mukwege and his family barely survived being
kidnapped at gunpoint after armed men invaded his home,
killing one of Mukwege’s security guards.
But Mukwege refused to stay away. When Friday’s award was
announced, he was in the middle of performing surgery at his
hospital.
“For almost 20 years I have witnessed war crimes committed
against women, girls, and even baby girls not only in my
country, the Democratic Republic of Congo, but also in many
other countries,” Mukwege said in a statement accepting the
honor.
“To the survivors from all over the world, I would like to
tell you that through this prize, the world is listening to you
and refusing to remain indifferent,” Mukwege said. “The world
refuses to sit idly in the face of your suffering.”

Pope Francis’ popularity drops in the US amid priest abuse scandal
By Jaweed Kaleem
Los Angeles Times

Amid the biggest sex abuse scandal of
his five-year papacy, Pope Francis’ support
has declined sharply among U.S. Catholics,
according to a new survey.
Just 3 out of 10 American Catholics say
the pope has done an “excellent” or “good”
job handling the church’s sex abuse crisis.
The approval percentage is the lowest that
Catholics in the U.S. have given the pope
since the Pew Research Center began
tracking views of his performance more than
four years ago.
While 7 out of 10 Catholics still give the
pope an overall favorable rating, 6 out of

10 surveyed by the center say he’s doing an
“only fair” or “poor” job regarding sex abuse.
The pope’s negative rating, 36 percent of
Catholics say he’s done a “poor” job on sex
abuse, has doubled since a Pew survey in
January and tripled since 2015.
The survey results are based on interviews
of 1,754 American adults, including 336
Catholics between Sept. 18 and Sept. 24.
Among the general population, about half
said they had an overall favorable view of
Pope Francis. That is the lowest rating he
has received since Pew began surveys about
Francis after he became pope in 2013.
The poll also registered a dip in support of
the pope on matters outside of his handling
of abusive priests, said Greg Smith, associate

Joe Giddens/Tribune News Service

Pope Francis waives to the waiting crowds in College Greens, Dublin, Ireland.

UK accuses Russia of cyberattacks

Ben Cawthra/Tribune News Service

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt at the ICC.

By Isabel Reynolds
Bloomberg News

Russia’s military intelligence service
has led a campaign of “indiscriminate and
reckless cyber attacks targeting political
institutions, businesses, media and sport,”
the U.K.’s National Cyber Security Centre
said in a statement.
Under names including Fancy Bear,
Pawnstorm and Tsar Team, the agency
known as the GRU was “almost certainly
responsible” for a number of serious attacks
on countries including the U.S., the U.K. and
Russia itself, the NCSC said. Among them
was the hacking of the Democratic National
Committee in 2016.
“The GRU’s actions are reckless and

indiscriminate: they try to undermine and
interfere in elections in other countries;
they are even prepared to damage Russian
companies and Russian citizens,” U.K.
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said in a
statement. “Our message is clear: together
with our allies, we will expose and respond
to the GRU’s attempts to undermine
international stability.”
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison
and Foreign Minister Marise Payne joined
the U.K. in condemning “malicious cyber
activity” by Russia.
The NCSC said the Kremlin was ultimately
responsible for the attacks, which also
included the 2017 hacking of the World AntiDoping Agency, which led to the release of
athletes’ medical records. In another incident
that same year, BadRabbit ransomware
disrupted the Kyiv metro, Odessa airport,
Russia’s central bank and two Russian media
outlets, according to the statement.
The accusations came as Russian President
Vladimir Putin denounced ex-spy Sergei
Skripal as a “scumbag” and a “traitor” in
response to accusations that Russia used a
chemical weapon on the double agent in an
attack in the U.K. in March. Putin reiterated
his denial that Russia was responsible for the
incident, which led to a mass expulsion of
diplomats from Europe and the imposition of
sanctions by the U.S.
The U.K. has accused two Russian
military intelligence agents of carrying out
the poisoning using a nerve-agent called
Novichok smuggled in a fake Nina Ricci
perfume bottle.

director of research at the center.
“We’ve seen declines in the share of U.S.
Catholics who give the pope positive marks
for his work appointing new bishops and
cardinals, standing up for traditional morals,
and spreading the Catholic faith, as well as a
decline in the number of Catholics who say
their overall opinion of Francis is favorable,”
Smith said.
The poll from Pew, a nonpartisan
Washington-based research center that
regularly tracks religious trends, is its first
about the pope since calls for his resignation
began in August after allegations from
a Vatican official that he covered up for
a disgraced cardinal accused of sexually
abusing minors and adult seminarians.
Those allegations came in the form of
an 11-page public letter from Archbishop
Carlo Maria Vigano, the former Vatican
ambassador to the U.S., who claimed that
Francis and several American cardinals and
archbishops protected Cardinal Theodore
McCarrick for years while knowing of his
sexual misconduct.
McCarrick, the former archbishop of
Washington, D.C., who was among the
most powerful figures in the U.S. Catholic
Church, resigned in July after it was reported
that he sexually abused children, teens
and seminarians over his decades-long
leadership.
Vigano blamed church leaders for
protecting a widespread “homosexual
current” in the Vatican and said Francis

should resign. He also criticized church
leaders for having a “pro-gay ideology.”
Francis has avoided speaking specifically
about the allegations or denying them
outright.
The scandal is just one of several sex abuse
developments that the U.S. Catholic Church
and the pope have recently had to confront.
In August, a Pennsylvania grand jury
report found bishops engaged in a cover-up
as more than 300 priests sexually abused
minors in the state over decades. The report
prominently featured Cardinal Donald Wuerl
of Washington, D.C., who was bishop of the
Pittsburgh diocese for nearly two decades
and followed McCarrick in leading the
Catholic archdiocese in the nation’s capital.
Last month, Wuerl said he would travel to
Rome to discuss his possible resignation with
the pope.
Last month, the pope also accepted the
resignation of West Virginia Bishop Michael
J. Bransfield after allegations arose of sexual
misconduct with adults.
Complaints over the church’s handling
of sex abuse have also grown in Ireland,
Germany, Chile and the Philippines.
The criticism recently prompted Francis
to call for a global meeting of bishops in
February to discuss the sex abuse crisis. The
unusual meeting is the first time presidents
of bishops conferences around the world,
more than 100, have been called to the
Vatican specifically to tackle sex abuse
concerns.

US plans show of military force to deter China, CNN reports
By David Tweed
Bloomberg News

HONG KONG - The U.S. Pacific Fleet is
drafting up plans for a global show of force
to warn China and demonstrate resolve
to deter Beijing’s military actions, CNN
reported, citing several unidentified U.S.
defense officials.
The draft proposal from the Navy
recommends that the Pacific Fleet conduct
a series of operations during a single week
in November that would involve American
warships, combat aircraft and troops to
demonstrate that the U.S. can counter
potential adversaries quickly on several
fronts, CNN said.
“We plan for a variety of contingencies and
different operations, but we do not comment
on future operations,” said U.S. Navy Captain
William Kafka, spokesman for Indo-Pacific
Command.
The proposal was being driven by the
military, CNN reported. The plan suggests
sailing ships and flying aircraft near China’s
territorial waters in the South China Sea
and Taiwan Strait in freedom of navigation
operations to demonstrate the right of free
passage in international waters, the report
said.
China has publicized a series of military
exercises in recent months, with President
Xi Jinping presiding over the country’s
biggest-ever fleet review in April. Last
month, roughly 3,200 Chinese soldiers and
30 aircraft participated in Russia’s largest
military drills since the Cold War.
Earlier this week, the U.S. accused China’s
navy of “unsafe and unprofessional” conduct

near an occupied reef in the South China
Sea after a Chinese destroyer maneuvered
close to the bow of an American warship
attempting to assert navigation rights.
While close encounters between U.S. and
Chinese forces are hardly unprecedented, the
incidents were seen as the latest indication of
rising tensions between the two sides.
The U.S. Navy proposal focuses on
operations in the Pacific, but the CNN report
said they could stretch as far as the western
coast of South America, where China is
expanding investments and diplomatic
relationships. If the initial proposal was
approved, the missions could be expanded
close to Russian territory, it said.

Bernd Von Jutrczenka/TNS

Chinese President Xi Jingping and wife.
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By Britton Rozzelle
Werewolf Enthusiast

We’re (almost) halfway through our
yearly spooky season, but don’t let that
stop you from enjoying some of the most
perfect-for-Halloween games available
across all consoles. Most of these games
have been around for a while though,
so if you haven’t played any of them yet,
absolutely get on it when you can.
Pro tip: Play these with your easilystartled friends for best results.
NUMBER ONE
Resident Evil (Remake) — Capcom —
PS4/ONE
Remastered and remade for modern
consoles, “Resident Evil” is the game
that put the survival-horror genre on
the map in the early ‘90s. The remake,
released last year for free on Playstation
Plus, is a gorgeous recreation of the
original, with new gameplay elements
and enhancements to make it a bit more
suited for modern gamers. The version

available now (currently on sale on PSN)
features newly remastered graphics,
making the horror feel almost real if you
sit super close to the screen, which while
not entirely recommended, helps immerse
yourself pretty well. The remade version of
“Resident Evil 2” is out this year as well —
making it a perfect time to give this classic
a spin.
NUMBER TWO
Until Dawn — Supermassive Games —
PS4
An early release for PS4, “Until Dawn”
capitalizes on adventure-style games
like “Heavy Rain” and “Life Is Strange,”
making it a survival-horror experience
like no other. Make choices that directly
impact the characters as they try to survive
their frozen, monster-filled cabin...until
dawn.
“Until Dawn,” features a star-studded
cast too, with the talents of Rami Malek
and Hayden Panettiere headlining. The
follow-up from the studio, a mysterythriller called “Hidden Agenda,” is out
now if you like what you see.
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NUMBER THREE
Silent Hill 2 — Konami — PS2/PS3/360
There’s a reason this game is included
on almost every horror-game list — it’s
terrifying. The walls, dirty and rusted,
ring as you walk past. Static from a
radio echoes in long, decrepit hallways,
pushing you further and further into
an uncomfortable darkness. From the
appearance of the knife-wielding Pyramid
Head, to the twisted, grotesque nurses
that haunt the fog-covered town of “Silent
Hill,” this game is a must-play. In case
you can’t get your hands on an original
PS2 or Xbox version, the “Silent Hill” HD
collection is available for PS3 and Xbox
360.
NUMBER FOUR
Oxenfree — Night School — PC/PS4/
ONE/SWITCH
While not an inherently terrifying game,
“Oxenfree” deserves a spot on this list
for being a great example of an adventure
experience that perfectly captures the
feeling of Halloween-time classics like
“The Goonies,” “IT” and “Stranger

Things.” Play through the eyes of Alex and
her group of friends as they try to solve
the mystery of Edwards Island. It also gets
bonus points for having excellent writing
and cosmic-horror space ghosts.
NUMBER FIVE
Alan Wake — Remedy Entertainment
— 360/PC
A quintessential addition to this list,
“Alan Wake” puts players in the shoes of
Wake, a Stephen King-esque author who is
suddenly thrust into a world of confusion,
mystery and terrifying shadow creatures.
This game is pretty short overall, but if you
get hooked there is an expansion, “Alan
Wake’s American Nightmare,” that adds
onto the story. Rumor has it that a sequel
may eventually be announced — so best
err on the side of caution and get caught
up soon.
Did you favorites make the list? Let us
know on Twitter: @edinboronow.
Britton Rozzelle | @brsomebody

