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History in the making

Center for Diversity and Inclusion hosts cultural events in February
By Lucas Hershelman
Staff Writer

“I think,” began Pertrina Marrero, director
of the Center of Diversity and Inclusion, “that
programing has to transcend themes and themed
months, because history actually happens every
single day. We must also be mindful that themes
kind of box us [in], versus life being a plethora of
events and happenings that shape and form what’s
happening in the world.”
This philosophy is what inspired Marrero and
her graduate assistants, Caleb Richardson III
and Dalontai Pond, to treat February as a month
honoring different cultures, highlighted by Black
History Month events (pictured on left).
“Not only are we exploring the art, music and
food of African-American and Asian cultures,
but we are also discovering the passion of these
individuals and the sacrifices that many groups
endured to lead us to today,” she stated in a
university email.
This month’s festivities at Edinboro are unique
in this expanse, according to Marrero, because
they seek to include not only black students, but
international students, who according to her, are
often forgotten about in the bustle of planning
events.
Ashlee Haze, popular spoken word and slam
poet, kicked off the month on Friday, Feb. 1,
performing her work in the Pogue Student Center.
On that note, Dr. Frank G. Pogue, who the building
is named after, was EU’s first African American
president.
Chinese New Year celebrations took place Feb.
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5, during which events allowed students to both
enjoy and learn about Chinese culture. Future
programming includes the “True Black History
Museum” on Feb. 15, from 10 a.m. through 4 p.m.,
a soul food luncheon on Feb. 22, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m., and finally the month will conclude with
showings of 2018 film, “The Hate U Give.”
The True Black History Museum will boast
a collection of authentic artifacts from multiple
generations of African-American families and
will be on display in Van Houten North Dining
Hall.  The soul food meal will take place in the
learning commons, where you can enjoy the food
and additional programming. A professor will
speak on the social and artistic explosion of the
Harlem Renaissance.
Edinboro will end the month by showing two
screenings of “The Hate U Give” in the Pogue
Student Center’s Scot Cinema. These are scheduled
for 5 and 8 p.m. on Feb. 23. The film is based on
the 2017 novel by Angie Thomas.
“The goal always, no matter what month it is, is
to always educate and bring a community about
here in Edinboro, not just a black community,
Asian community, and Latino,” said Marrero.
“The educational set-up will allow students
who are not a part of a culture to feel a little more
comfortable enjoying these events. Edinboro
University has celebrated differences in people and
culture for very long periods of time.”
The event was programmed and coordinated
by the Center of Diversity and Inclusion. The
programming can be found by contacting the
Center for Diversity and Inclusion at Edinboro
University, or by visiting edinboro.edu/diversity.

Hitting the mark
Basketball star Barnes joins
famed 1,000-point club
Also in Sports | Section B

— Women’s basketball tops
Salem University
— Track squad heads to
Youngstown for invite
— Wrestling team has winning
streak snapped

Trump calls on nation to end ‘political stalemate,’ while also throwing partisan jabs
By Noah Bierman and Eli Stokols
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump called on
the nation to “break decades of political stalemate” in his
State of the Union address Tuesday night, one delayed by
the 35-day partial government shutdown he’d provoked,
which exacerbated partisan divisions and put Washington’s
dysfunction on vivid display.
“There is a new opportunity in American politics if only we
have the courage together to seize it,” Trump said. “Victory is
not winning for our party. Victory is winning for our country.”
“Together, we can break decades of political stalemate. We
can bridge old divisions, heal old wounds, build new coalitions,
forge new solutions, and unlock the extraordinary promise of
America’s future. The decision is ours to make.”
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“Tonight,” he said, “I ask you to choose greatness.”
His calls to compromise, however, were interspersed with
partisan jabs. The traditional nationally televised speech came
at a perilous juncture for the president: For the first time he
shares power with congressional Democrats after last fall’s big
House election losses, even as he faces judgment in a range
of investigations into his administration, family business,
campaign and even his 2016 inaugural committee.
Trump defiantly alluded to the investigations at one point,
saying, “An economic miracle is taking place in the United
States, and the only thing that can stop it are foolish wars,
politics or ridiculous partisan investigations.”
Sitting just behind him, the president’s newly empowered
Democratic opponent, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, rolled her
eyes.

The Arts
Artist Spotlight
Learn how a
psychology major uses
art to find her true
voice, A4.

The speech was one of the longest on record, at more
than 80 minutes. Trump hit on a variety of topics, including
criminal justice, drug prices, trade, infrastructure, health care,
national security, curing childhood cancer and ending AIDS in
America. Yet no theme seemed to bind the issues, and most of
what he said was familiar, devoid of new policy details.
For all of Trump’s focus on unity and compromise, as
expected he spoke longest about illegal immigration and
his proposed southern border wall, his signature campaign
promise, and the issue at the center of his recent standoff with
Congress.

See State of the Union, A2
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State of the Union
From A1

Edinboro hosts Chinese Lunar
New Year celebrations
Photos: Syd Dundon

The Center for Diversity and Inclusion hosted a Chinese Lunar New Year celebration
Feb. 5. The celebration included a demonstration on how to use chopsticks, along with a
Chinese dragon dance. Participants also enjoyed an array of traditional Chinese food.

His record over his first
two years as president has left
Democrats as well as some
Republicans skeptical of his
willingness to follow through
on his initiatives or to accept
compromise.
Even in the days before
his speech, the president
repeatedly bad-mouthed the
efforts of a bipartisan group of
lawmakers trying to negotiate
compromise border-security
measures to avert another
impasse with Trump over his
demand for $5.7 billion to
start building a border wall.
He’d also teased in advance
of the address a threat to
declare a national emergency
on the border, to circumvent
Congress altogether and
divert existing funds from
other purposes to wall
construction. The president
declined to announce such a
declaration, which Republican
leaders have warned against.
Trump tried to make
the case that overhauling
immigration was “a moral
duty,” while arguing that “no
issue better illustrates the
divide between America’s
working class and America’s
political class.”
“Wealthy politicians and
donors push for open borders
while living their lives behind
walls and gates and guards,”
he said.
Departing from his
prepared remarks on a
teleprompter, the president
said he would like to admit
legal immigrants in “the
largest numbers ever,” an
aspiration at odds with his
proposals to dramatically
curb legal immigration.
Over Trump’s shoulder
in the House chamber,
Pelosi looked on beside
Vice President Mike Pence,
dramatizing the president’s
new reality that he no
longer enjoys the malleable
Republican majorities in
both the House and Senate
that allowed him to control
the agenda for two years.
That advantage allowed
Trump some successes,
including big tax cuts, but
proved insufficient to fulfill
his promises to repeal the
Affordable Care Act, overhaul
immigration laws and get
billions to build a wall.
Already Pelosi has gotten
the better of him, forcing his
retreat in the shutdown in
the first month of Democrats’
House control, proving able
to keep her party aligned
and mobilize public opinion.
She has made clear, along
with Senate Minority Leader

Charles E. Schumer, a New
York Democrat, that their
party will continue to
challenge him on immigration
and other issues.
She did not introduce
Trump, and he did not greet
her by name.
Pelosi and dozens of
congresswomen were dressed
in white, the symbolic color
of women’s suffrage, making
for a dramatic show on the
House floor of the greatly
expanded number of women
after November’s Democratic
election gains.
Though many of them did
not applaud the president,
when he boasted at one
point that a majority of new
jobs have gone to women,
the freshmen Democratic
congresswomen, many elected
by anti-Trump voters, rose
to applaud themselves. In
a rare spontaneous show
of bipartisan comity, the
president then congratulated
them, and the audience
chanted “U.S.A.!”
Stacey Abrams, who
narrowly lost her bid to be
elected Georgia’s governor
yet emerged as a national
figure, delivered the official
Democratic Party response
to Trump. She lambasted
him for a shutdown that left
800,000 federal workers and
many contractors unpaid for
a month.
“Making the livelihoods
of federal workers a pawn for
political games is a disgrace,”
Abrams said. “The shutdown
was a stunt engineered by the
president of the United States,
one that defied every tenet
of fairness and abandoned
not just our people, but our
values.”
Trump had suggested that
the State of the Union address
was an opportunity for a reset,
though few expected him to
change his divisive style.
Once again he proposed
a national program to
rebuild roads, bridges and
other infrastructure, yet he
did so briefly and to little
response from lawmakers.
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
conspicuously did not
applaud; many Republicans
oppose the sort of big
spending program that would
be popular with Democrats.
The House will begin hearings
on infrastructure legislation
on Thursday.
Trump noted efforts to
lower prescription drug
prices as another area of
potential bipartisanship, but
details remain divisive. He

also promoted the revised
North American Free Trade
Agreement with Canada
and Mexico, which requires
Congress’ approval but faces
some opposition in both
parties.
The president also noted
his administration’s efforts
toward a trade accord with
China, even as both countries’
negotiators have struggled
to reach a deal against the
backdrop of a trade war of titfor-tat tariffs that he initiated.
Trump’s top priority,
building the wall and curbing
legal and illegal immigration,
will perhaps be the hardest
to achieve, given the gulf
with Democrats and even
some Republicans. Though
Democrats have agreed in the
past to support border fences
as part of broad immigration
deals, Pelosi now calls a wall
“immoral.” Further hindering
the president, many of his
hard-line immigration allies
do not see a wall as a priority.
Addressing international
affairs, Trump confirmed
that he would hold a second
summit meeting with North
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un,
in Vietnam on Feb. 27 and 28,
despite that country’s failure
to begin the promised process
of denuclearization.
Trump asserted that his
decision to engage the onceisolated Kim has averted a
nuclear catastrophe. “If I had
not been elected president of
the United States, we would
right now, in my opinion, be
in a major war with North
Korea with potentially
millions of people killed,” he
said, prompting another eyeroll from Pelosi.
He hailed two of his recent
decisions: to abandon the
Reagan-era IntermediateRange Nuclear Forces Treaty,
known as the INF treaty,
because of Russia’s violations,
and to officially recognize
Venezuelan opposition figure
Juan Guaido as head of that
country’s government instead
of socialist President Nicolas
Maduro.
Polls show Trump’s
approval at about 41 percent
on average, with more than 55
percent of voters disapproving
of his performance. Presidents
typically see their popularity
rise after State of the Union
addresses. Trump won a
modest bump last year, but his
low job approval has remained
relatively stable throughout
a presidency in which he has
directed most of his efforts
toward pleasing his core
supporters.
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Fact-checking the Trump State of the Union

Red Cross holds blood drive
By Lucas Hershelman

blood will be entered to win a
$20 Amazon gift card.
The Community Blood Bank
On Thursday, the
of Northwest Pennsylvania and
Community Blood Bank
Western New York are the entire
of Northwest Pennsylvania
blood supplier for 20 hospitals
(NWPA) and Western New
and six Stat Medevac services in
York (WNY) are hosting
the region.
a blood drive at Edinboro
“Every donation can save
University.
the lives of three people, and
The blood drive will take
it will help support the blood
place in the Pogue Student
and plasma supply at local
Center from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. hospitals throughout Northwest
Pennsylvania and Western New
Participants who donate

Staff Writer

York,” said Jaclyn Seymour,
community relations specialist
for the Community Blood Bank.
If there are any questions
or concerns, one can contact
Seymour, the community
relations specialist, at (419)
270-1754, or Deanna Rosenthal,
the regional recruiter, at (814)
456-4206.
Lucas Hershelman
@edinboronow
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By Jim Puzzanghera
& Molly O’Toole
Los Angeles Times

days, the longest in U.S. history.
So far, no new miles of border barrier have been
completed under Trump.
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
What Trump said: “I want people to come into
our country — in the largest numbers ever — but
they have to come in legally.”
The facts: Apprehensions at the border, the most
commonly used measure for illegal immigration,
are at historic lows.
The administration also has taken unusual steps
to limit legal immigration.
It has targeted asylum seekers, refugees,
permanent residents and green-card holders, as
well as people with temporary protection from
deportation who were brought to the U.S. as
children or came after disasters or conflict in their
home countries.
CRISIS ON THE BORDER
What Trump said: “Tolerance for illegal
immigration is not compassionate — it is cruel.
One in three women is sexually assaulted on
the long journey north. Smugglers use migrant
children as human pawns.”
The facts: A border security system designed for
single, adult males has been overwhelmed by rising
numbers of mostly Central American families and
unaccompanied minors who are seeking asylum in
the United States.
But academics and advocates say Trump
administration policies may be putting these
women, children and families at greater risk.
In December, a federal judge blocked an
administration policy that sought to stop victims
of gang and domestic violence from claiming
asylum in the U.S.
The administration has begun forcing some
asylum seekers to wait in Mexico while their cases
are considered in the U.S., a dramatic shift in U.S.
immigration policy. The implementation started
with Tijuana, though it suffers from high crime
and violence.
NORTH KOREA
What Trump said: “If I had not been elected
president of the United States, we would right now,
in my opinion, be in a major war with North Korea
with potentially millions of people killed.”
The facts: In 2017 and early 2018, Trump traded
insults and threats with North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un that sparked fears of an all-out war.
Nimble diplomacy by South Korea’s president
helped arrange a way out. Trump and Kim met
in June in Singapore and agreed to seek “full
denuclearization of the Korean peninsula,”
although U.S. officials admit that has not begun.
ISLAMIC STATE
What Trump said: “Today we have liberated
virtually all of that territory from the grip of these
bloodthirsty killers.”
The facts: Top U.S. intelligence and military
officials say Islamic State remains a potent threat
even though it has lost most of the territory it once
controlled.
Dan Coats, the director of national intelligence,
told Congress last week that Islamic State “is intent
on resurging and still commands thousands of
fighters in Iraq and Syria.”

WASHINGTON — The annual State of the
Union address is a chance for the president to
deliver his vision and policy priorities — and
sometimes exaggerate or outright misstate his
accomplishments and the reasons for taking policy
actions.
Here’s a look at what President Donald Trump
got right and what he got wrong Tuesday night.
ECONOMIC GROWTH
What Trump said: “In just over two years since
the election, we have launched an unprecedented
economic boom — a boom that has rarely been
seen before. There’s been nothing like it.”
The facts: Economic growth accelerated last
year as the Republican tax cuts took effect, putting
the economy on track to top 3 percent annual
growth for the first time since 2005. The partial
government shutdown delayed the fourth-quarter
data to confirm that.
The best year during the Obama administration
was 2.9 percent in 2015. Experts said the U.S.
economy was better in the late 1960s and 1990s.
But the initial stimulus from the tax cuts, which
included slashing the corporate rate, began to fade
in the second half of 2018. After expanding at a 4.2
percent annual rate in the second quarter last year,
growth slowed to 3.4 percent in the third quarter
and the consensus fourth-quarter forecast is about
2.6 percent.
The Federal Reserve is projecting 2.3 percent
growth this year and 2 percent growth in 2020.
Some economists are more pessimistic and said a
recession could hit in 2020.
ENERGY
What Trump said: “We have unleashed a
revolution in American energy — the United
States is now the No. 1 producer of oil and natural
gas in the world. And now, for the first time in 65
years, we are a net exporter of energy.”
The facts: The U.S. is the world’s No. 1 producer
of oil and natural gas. But the nation actually
imports more energy than it exports — and has
done so since 1953.
This could change soon but hasn’t yet.
According to a recent Energy Department forecast,
the country is expected to be a net exporter of coal,
oil and natural gas by 2020.
THE WALL
What Trump said: “In the past, most of the
people in this room voted for a wall, but the proper
wall never got built. I’ll get it built.”
The facts: Customs and Border Protection
spent about $2.3 billion between fiscal 2007 and
2015 to increase barriers on the border from 119
miles to 654 miles, according to the Government
Accountability Office.
Congress has appropriated nearly $1 billion in
the last two years for about 50 miles of replacement
fencing in California, New Mexico and Texas.
Last year, lawmakers gave Trump more than $640
million for 25 miles of new levee fencing and other
“to be determined” barriers.
Trump’s impasse with Congress over his
demand for $5.7 billion to build about 230 more
Read the full article, touching on border
miles of walls along the border led him to force
troops and drug prices at latimes.com.
a partial shutdown of government that lasted 35

Jan. 28 Meeting: SGA talks meeting
location change, bursar office name
By Shayma Musa
News Editor
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Edinboro University Student Government Association (EUSGA) hosted their first meeting of the
spring 2019 semester on Jan. 28. The meeting, held in Compton 107A, began with a reintroduction
to the EUSGA executive board, along with conformation of their meeting time and location for the
rest of the semester. As per this discussion, EUSGA will be hosting its biweekly meeting Mondays
from 6-7 p.m. in Compton 107A.
Aside from general housekeeping, EUSGA discussed new guidelines for organizations wishing
to advertise their events on BoroSync. Clubs must now fill out a form under “SGA” and enter their
information and description of the event they are hosting. The fliers would then be printed out and
distributed across campus. Another announcement made was the name change of the bursar office
— which is now called the “Student Accounts” office.
The next SGA meeting will take place Monday at 6 p.m. in Compton 107A.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow
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‘Opposite Day’ exhibition
showcases student’s skills
Bates Gallery in Edinboro’s Loveland Hall
once more played host to student artwork.
Running from Jan. 28 to Feb. 1, Tyler
Podomik presented his solo exhibition,
“Opposite Day.” His exhibition statement read:
“With art, each day represents something
unknown to believe in. Life’s unpredictable
adventures are always good for a surprise. I
allow this idea to optimistically leave the door
open for whatever may guide or inspire my
actions. Whether it be a negative experience,
laughing with a complete stranger, or a
random piece of garbage on the side of the
road, somehow it all creates a blend that
motivates me to keep moving forward. While
I work, I prefer to think about everything and
nothing. Intuitively feeling my way through a
piece controls a majority of the choices I make.
I like to change as it begins to change.
Final decisions are made based on overall
balance, involving composition, color, and
negative spaces within and around the piece.

Figurative subject matter is a recurring theme
in my work due to a quiet but deep fascination
with the human being. I enjoy finding
common, yet humbling qualities among
diverse groups of people that society would
say have nothing in common. Consistent selfreflection during the making process naturally
lends itself to the idea of making figurative
work. In some metaphoric way, everything I
make is a self-portrait.
This exhibition is titled ‘Opposite Day’
because this was always a day in my childhood
that brought wonderful shake-ups to repetitive,
ordinary school days. It brought along aspects
of spontaneity that speak the same language as
my opinions about art. These goofy memories
are very alive in my day-to-day actions where
the world outside has long since forgotten
about days like opposite day. As a result, this
work is a little bit about questioning society,
authority, and most importantly your own life.”

Photos: Amber Chisholm

Taking in the world
Psychology major dips into illustration
By Nathan Brennan
Arts Editor

“I don’t paint dreams or nightmares. I
paint my own reality.”
This Frida Kahlo quote rings true for
Edinboro artist Victoria Manzano. Manzano
— a junior psychology major and illustrator
— uses her art as a way to express herself
and her emotions.
She is no stranger to illustration. Having
started drawing at a young age, she said,
“I’ve been drawing since I could hold a
crayon.” And while Manzano is majoring in
psychology, art is still a major part of her
life. She has even been considering adding
an illustration minor in order to continue to
make art.
Specifically, she likes to focus on the
motion and reality of the human body: “[I
draw] anything I can observe in a mirror or
in real life, just so I can practice form.”
In classes, Manzano mainly draws stilllife, which consists of drawing still objects
in order to capture their form from a certain
light source. However, in her personal
artwork, she tends to draw cartoons.
As for what inspires her artistry, she
named “anybody who does art.”
Manzano added: “Anyone who draws
or has their art out there to show others
is really inspiring to me…It’s part of
themselves, you know?”
Seeing others make art not only helps
with creativity, but inspires Manzano to
pour her own feelings into works, making
them uniquely her own. This was a common
theme of Manzano’s: self-expression.
Where other outlets fail, art has a certain
way of allowing her to properly share
emotions. Put simply, she said, “It gives me
a voice.”
“Back at home, I couldn’t really be heard,”

she continued. “My emotions are usually
silenced.”
This was where art came in. She
explained, “Honestly, because I was
expected to be perfect, be silent, be all kinds
of things I wasn’t...art was the only way that
I could express my emotions, say what I
want to say, and get to know who I am in a
world that doesn’t welcome me.”
Indeed, the cycle of self-expression and
inspiration even helps her out of a creative
funk. She described two types of funks
she gets into: the first is where she simply
doesn’t know what to draw; the second is
where she is tired, depressed or doesn’t have
the proper motivation to do art.
In both instances, she relies on her
emotions and her favorite artists to bring
her back. When she doesn’t know what to
draw, she simply lets her hand guide her to
“draw her emotions,” as she put it. When she
is depressed, she looks again to other artists
she likes, such as Vincent van Gogh and
Leonardo da Vinci, and finds her creativity
once more.
As for her future plans, Manzano has been
considering a career in psychology while
continuing to make art through freelance
illustration.
In addition, an alternative route could
have her take up art therapy. As defined by
Psychology Today, “Art therapy involves the
use of creative techniques such as drawing,
painting, collage, coloring, or sculpting to
help people express themselves artistically
and examine the psychological and
emotional undertones in their art.”
Regardless of what career she ultimately
chooses, Manzano has found a path of
creativity in which she can follow for the
rest of her life.
Nathan Brennan | ae.spectator@gmail.com

Photo: Nathan Brennan

Victoria Manzano sketches a still-life in a studio in Edinboro’s Hamilton Hall.
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Lucy Dacus

Vampire Weekend

Angel Du$t

“La Vie En Rose”

“Harmony Hall / 2021”

“Lil Buff ”

“La Vie En Rose” is a romantic indie-pop spectacular.
The first half of the song features a verse in French,
while Dacus then translates it into English during the
second half. The single is a stark departure from Dacus’
more melancholic melodies, as she embraces
the joy of love.

This two-track EP has a balance between natural,
acoustic elements and twinkling, electronic
samples. The lyrics, which have political
implications and discussion on the passing of time,
remain cheerfully ambiguous in a typical
Vampire Weekend fashion.

“Lil Buff ” takes Angel Du$t’s extraordinary energy
and upbeat pop-rock sound to a new, delightful place.
Bongos, acoustic guitars, synth and saxophone fuse with
their punk groove and fuzzy riffs for this exciting EP. The
tracks were released with the announcement of their new
record, “Pretty Buff,” set to release March 15.

The Recording Academy announces initiative
to address industry gender imbalance
By Randall Roberts
Los Angeles Times

Reyna Biddy - ‘I Love My Love’
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

Just like you were bound to go through
puberty when you were 12, the search
for love, inevitable heartbreak and selfdiscovery in your early 20s is something
you cannot escape. And just like when you
couldn’t wait for puberty to be over, you
can’t wait to skip to the part where you’re
married, with your dream job and a dog
(and eventually you’ll be waiting to skip to
retirement).
Welp, welcome to my early 20s! I have yet
to go through an extreme makeover, but I
do have a couple of tattoos that instate my
self-discovery and heartbreak. However, it
was Reyna Biddy’s album, “I Love My Love,”
that made me realize my 20s wouldn’t have
to be this miserable, and if they do have to
be this miserable, it’ll be okay.
“I Love My Love,” which shares the same
name as her collection of poetry, soothes
my aching heart and self-doubt. This album
takes the listener on a journey of growing
and learning from love: both the good and
bad parts of it.
When I stumbled on Reyna Biddy, I was
trapped in a never-ending cycle of swiping,
which led to f lirtatious conversations, good
dates, bad sex and eventually being trapped
in fake feels that ended badly. In short, I
(and everyone dealing with causal sex, or
trying to get married, and everything in
between) have this weird, personal, complex
relationship with love at this time in my life
when I’m trying to figure out how to live my
own idea of a perfect existence.
Biddy’s album is full of songs that detail
her own battles with her early 20s, and it’s
exactly what every young, black woman
needs (or at least it’s what I needed).
The album begins with “Intro,” which,
right away, lets you know that if your love
life sucks for various reasons, it’s okay. Not

even 30 seconds into the first song, Biddy
is here to tell me that she’s going to teach
me some self-love. “I taught myself how to
love all the parts of you, that even you are
uncertain about. This was written for you,”
she sings.
After listening to “Intro,” it was apparent
to me that I was going to get more than just
background music. I was going to grow with
her. Now, when I look back at it, I think
it was really Biddy talking to herself, but
20-year-old me would beg to differ.
The second track, “A Message to Women,”
is for any modern-day young woman trying
to be in love with someone who isn’t in love
with them, and how that can be hard. But
according to Biddy, you don’t need it. You’re
so much more. She sings: “You deserve
better than to be called pretty. You deserve
better than to get upset and go online to act
petty. You deserve better than to be left on
hold. You deserve better than to hold onto
someone who’s already let go. You deserve
better than to be held in convenience.”
Biddy’s other tracks — “What a Relief,” “A
Message from Women,” and “10 Reasons I
Could Never Stay” — act as little love notes
to the men who have broken your heart.
These tracks work as reminders to why
you’re no longer together with old loves,
even if you’re still in love with them.
I don’t think I’ll ever be able to choose
my favorite track on this album, but I have
learned so much from it. I’ve changed my
own views on love and have gone through
some personal growth because of this
album. I still plan on getting more tattoos,
swiping out of pure boredom and debating
that booty call after being left on read for
two weeks, but that’s what Reyna’s second
album, “Soul y Luna,” is for.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

The Recording Academy has announced a sweeping inclusion initiative focused on correcting
the gender imbalance in the music industry.
It’s the first public display from the association, which administers the Grammy Awards, on
an issue that was stirred up last year when academy president Neil Portnow said women in the
music business needed to “step up” to succeed. His comments followed a 2018 study from USC’s
Annenberg Inclusion Initiative. According to the Recording Academy, the USC study found that
across popular music only 2 percent of music producers and 3 percent of engineers or mixers were
women.
Those signing on to support the Recording Academy initiative include Cardi B, Common,
Ariana Grande, Lady Gaga, John Legend, Shawn Mendes, Nicki Minaj, Katy Perry, Carrie
Underwood, Keith Urban and others. Signees also include all the major labels and many of the
most prominent independent imprints.
In a statement, Tina Tchen, an attorney who chairs the Recording Academy’s task force on
inclusion and diversity, said, “The music industry is at a crossroads and progress won’t happen on
its own. There is no magic bullet to shift a status quo that has existed for centuries, but we see this
initiative as an important step.”
The initiative comes at a time when an inclusion movement is sweeping through the
entertainment business. At the Academy Awards ceremony in March, actress Frances McDormand
accepted her Oscar by stating, “I have two words to leave with you tonight, ladies and gentlemen:
inclusion rider.”
Since then actors including Michael B. Jordan, Jada Pinkett Smith, Regina King and others have
committed to even the playing field.
The music industry, though, has been slow to act, as evidenced by the long-discussed
accusations against R&B singer R. Kelly and the buzz surrounding the forthcoming HBO
documentary, “Leaving Neverland,” about two of Michael Jackson’s sexual-abuse accusers.
The task force, which was established in March of 2018, issued new guidelines that called for
those in charge of bringing on producers and engineers to commit to a hire “only after considering
a slate of candidates that includes at least two women.”
It also advises that producers take gender into account when mentoring young professionals.
As a way to calculate success, the academy will create a web presence devoted to “facilitating the
process of identifying working female producers and engineers.”
In a statement, the pop singer Katy Perry said she supported the inclusion initiative.
“I’ve been very fortunate in my career to surround myself with powerful female figures,” she
said. “I’m proud to have a female engineer run my own Unsub Studios. I pledge to support this
great initiative to provide even more opportunity to talented female producers and engineers.”

The Arts
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Open Mic Night

Photo: Amber Chisholm

A group of children observe the pendulum during EU’s planetarium show, “World at Night.”

Childhood curiosity brought to light
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Children shouted out “stars,” “planets” and
“constellations” after being asked what they might see
in the night sky at Edinboro University’s planetarium.
They made these guesses during the “World at
Night” planetarium show in Cooper Hall on Jan. 29.
For children ages 1-12, the event included songs
and stories by Edinboro professor David Hurd,
based on ones he shared with his own sons, or “mill
pond” stories as he called them. They played in the
background before he began by explaining what a
planetarium is and does.
An animated film called “World at Night,” which
discussed the lifestyles of various animals that can be
found in Presque Isle State Park, was then presented
and narrated by “Screepy” the Toad.
The sky then turned dark and kids were instructed
to point to the sun before identifying the directions of
north, east, south and west.
After counting to 143, Hurd and the kids said
goodnight to the sun before viewing the night sky,
followed by identifying the Milky Way galaxy along
with their first guesses as to what they would see —
stars, planets and constellations.
At around 6:45 p.m. the crowd witnessed sunrise,
and were encouraged to keep looking up before leaving
to explore the biology museum and join a coloring
session for a take-home “World at Night Activity
Book,” designed by junior illustration major Rayne
Burgin. The artist, when asked, said she feels that the
activity book gives children the opportunity to take
what they learned home with them.
Some stayed behind to ask questions.
One child wanted to know how the sun moves, to

which Hurd explained Earth’s rotation and how the
stars remain, given the sun fits that category.
“How does the Earth move?” and “Is Saturn by
Earth?” were two other questions to which Hurd gave
answers.
Angela Gast brought her two children, Winston and
Gwenna, who got to sit in front of the star projector.
Winston, a first grader, is currently learning about
Jupiter in his class. Gwenna, a fourth grader, liked the
night setting better because there is more to see and
feels that day is boring.
“We love it. We like Dr. Hurd a lot,” said Gast, as this
is not their first show.
A family who brought their two daughters
for the first time, one 6 years old and the other a
toddler, would encourage others to attend due to the
educational and kid-friendly environment.
Another mother, who homeschools her
three children, brought her family to the event
for community exposure and shared that her
kindergarten-aged daughter wants to be an astronaut
when she grows up.
Being the first child-focused show for this semester,
Hurd feels that it “went really, really well.”
He enjoys presenting to children because when it
comes to astronomy, “they’re so excited by anything
you give them.”
There was also a raffle involving a NASA bag
bearing the six Apollo landing spots for which a
drawing will take place on Feb. 26.
“Legends of the Night Sky” will take place on Feb. 4
at 6 p.m., and another “World at Night” show will be
on March 26 with the same time and location.

Photos: Syd Dundon

Andrew Mundekis plays an original song during Open Mic Night.

Nick Deross performs an acoustic rendition of ‘Mr. Brightside.’

Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow

Review: The building blocks of
‘Lego Movie 2’ fail to click together
By Rick Bentley

Tribune News Service
Everything that was awesome
about 2014’s “The Lego Movie” has
been taken away brick by brick for
the sequel, “The Lego Movie 2: The
Second Part.”
What’s left is a pile of busted
pieces akin to remnants of a Lego
birthday party attended by 1,000
children.
The action picks up five years
later with the Lego world living
under a major threat. Anytime they
try to build beauty and splendor, a
force from above swoops in to cause
mass destruction. What was once a
thriving city has been turned into a
plastic brick version of “Mad Max.”
Emmet (voiced by Chris Pratt)
maintains the positive outlook that
got him through the first film. It’s
tested when several of his friends,
including Wyldstyle (Elizabeth
Banks) and Batman (Will Arnett),
are taken by General Mayhem
(Stephanie Beatriz).
This sets in motion a convoluted
story about how Batman needs to
marry a weird morphing shape
known as Queen Watevra Wa’Nabi
(Tiffany Haddish). The muddled
reason for the union is just one of the
misfires by the group of writers that
include Phil Lord and Christopher
Miller.
There’s nothing director Mike
Mitchell (“Alvin and the Chipmunks:
Chipwrecked”) can do when faced
with a script that fails on so many
levels. One of the biggest strengths
of the first “Lego” movie was it had
a layer of superficial fun that could
keep the attention of the youngest
moviegoer, whether that be a catchy
pop tune or the colorful characters.
There was also a level of humor

aimed at older audiences from the
same fun songs and characters.
That collective writing has been
replaced by an endless string of
action sequences and a few jokes
aimed at adults. You have to wonder
what the target audience is when an
animated movie has jokes based on
“Die Hard” and Radiohead.
What ends up being the biggest
failure with the script is it doesn’t
have the same beautiful central
theme as the first film. The clever
reveal of the Lego world connected
to the father and son behind the
construction gave that film heart
without have to force the story along.
A spat between a brother and
sister never has the same emotional
edge. Their squabbles over playing
with each other’s toys are petty, not
provocative. And it all ends in a
painfully predictable conclusion.
It is fun to see a few of the
Lego characters again, especially
Wyldstyle who shows that through a
winning bit of voice work by Banks,
the character could sustain her own
film. Arnett continues to be a fun
choice for Batman but there isn’t
as much comedy relief with the
character. As for the new characters,
they are forgettable, especially
Haddish’s over-the-top performance.
There is always some slippage
with a sequel. The audience has lost
the “first date” feel of discovering
what made the original work so
entertaining. In the case of “The
Lego Movie 2: The Second Part,” it
wasn’t a slip, but a cataclysmic fall
that leaves the movie a disjointed
mess.
Given the choice between walking
barefoot through a room of Lego
blocks or seeing the film, start
taking your shoes off.

Games
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Across
1 Soft ball
5 Berkshire Hathaway headquarters city
10 Greenish-yellow pear
14 Mine, in Montréal
15 Chicano rock band Los __
16 “Enchanted” girl in a 2004 film
17 Hors d’oeuvre cracker
18 Lose tautness
19 Logician’s error, maybe
20 2011 Steve Carell romcom
23 Slangy affirmative
24 Light beam
25 Poseidon’s realm
28 Lav, in Bath
30 Zero in
31 Federal bldgs. with mailboxes
34 Rickety abode
38 Diva’s time to shine
39 Savings plan inits.
40 Fair-haired sci-fi race
41 “Stop whining!”
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46 Chinese menu surname
47 Put away
48 Pine-__: cleaning brand
49 Old Nintendo game console: Abbr.
50 UFO pilots, supposedly
51 Nintendo game console
53 Neither 20-, 34- nor 41-Across has any
62 Similar in nature
63 Online biz
64 Compete for the America’s Cup
65 Fish catchers
66 Art class subjects
67 Stubborn sort
68 Aussie greeting
69 Part of LED
70 Marked for deletion
Down
1 DEA operative
2 House of Saud bigwig
3 Duty roster
4 Like soda pop

5 Part of a comfort simile
6 Mad Magazine cartoonist Drucker
7 Leigh Hunt’s “__ Ben Adhem”
8 Earring style
9 “Take two __ and call me ... ”
10 Kind of dancer
11 Breakfast spread
12 Balkan native
13 Superman accessory
21 Holler
22 Beaver creations
25 Town, in Germany
26 Irish banknotes
27 Protein-building acid
29 Poet with dedication?
30 Military plane acronym
31 McCain’s running mate
32 “__, all ye faithful ... ”
33 Decides not to attend
35 Baseball club
36 Tulsa sch. named for an evangelist
37 Use an axe on

By Nancy Black

Tribune Content Agency
Today’s Birthday (02/07/19). Participate with
a powerful team this year. Strengthen support
structures. Expect the unexpected at your house.
Summer energizes and invigorates you before
a peaceful pause to review plans. Purposeful
inspiration this winter illuminates healthy
changes. Contribute for a shared passion.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10
is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is a
6 — It’s a good time to learn a new game. Make
profitable plans. Consider long-term savings and
compound interest. Align talk into action with
thoughtful coordination.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is a 7 —
Friends help you make an important connection.
Community participation amplifies your energy.
Coordinate who will do what, and get into action
for a shared cause.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is an 8 —
A professional vision seems within reach. It’s time
to back up talk with action. Team coordination
prepares a well-oiled push. Friends and family
can help.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is a
9 — Embark on a trip or exploration. Check
reservations and go. Travel with someone whose
company you enjoy. Expand your horizons. Seize

42 Test version
43 London area that includes Canary Wharf
44 “Is there another way?”
45 Landed
50 Itty
52 Answer at the door
53 Pealed
54 Scratched (out)
55 Pocket bread
56 Small decorative case
57 Carpentry groove
58 Wasn’t honest
59 French waters
60 Stir up
61 Malamute’s burden

the day.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is an 8 —
Study growth strategies for your shared money.
How can you generate rising value? Discuss it
with your partner. Determine your best options,
and take action.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is an 8 —
Keep an open mind and heart. A collaborative
opportunity is worth pursuing. Keep long-term
goals in mind. Strengthen your partnership with
active participation.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is a 9 —
Dive into physical action with gusto. Practice
your routines to grow stronger. Slow down to go
over the new stuff, until you’re comfortable with
the tempo.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is an
8 — You’re especially lucky in love. Talk is cheap;
back up your promises with clear action. Impress
someone you care about by providing excellence.
Get creative.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is
a 7 — Energize a domestic project. Long-term
improvements are easier than you thought. Get
family on board for a positive change. A little
elbow grease makes big impact.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is an
8 — You’re especially clever with words and
communication. Prepare your message, and set
it up to reach a wide audience. Write, edit and
publish.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Lunch and Learn: Effective Research

Murder Mystery

Early Childhood’s Make and Take Night

Wrestling vs. University of Oklahoma

Coffee Career Break

EU Planetarium Presents:
“The Stars are Ours”

2/8 | Noon
Academic Success Center | Baron-Forness Library
Edinboro University

2/8 | 7:30 p.m.
Pogue Student Center
Edinboro University

2/8 | 6 p.m.
Van Houten North
Edinboro University

2/9 | 7 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse
Edinboro University

2/11 | 9 a.m.
Compton Hall
Complimentary reusable Starbucks coffee cups
Edinboro University

2/13 | 7 p.m.
Cooper Hall Planetarium
Edinboro University

In The Community
Galentines Day Craft Party

Bunny Spa day/Photo Shoot

“Murder is a Game”

Anime Afternoon: “Spirited Away”

2/8 | 6 p.m.
Bargains by the Bay
Erie

2/8 & 2/9 | CanterburyFeast.com
The Erie Station Dinner Theater
Erie

2/9 | 2 p.m.
Erie Area Rabbit Society & Rescue
Erie

2/9 | 3 p.m.
Erie Art Museum
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
‘Dirty Dancing’
1987
Feb. 10 & 13
4 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Cinemark Tinseltown

SHOWTIMES:
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Michelle Jahn dribbles into the Salem defense in an Edinboro victory on Feb. 2. Jahn had a career-best 12 rebounds in the victory.

First-year coach ties record in win over Salem
Wheeler’s 14th win ties Swank’s debut season mark with 8 games left
By Syd Dundon
Staff Writer

Edinboro women’s basketball fell behind
early, but willed themselves to a win on
Saturday at McComb Fieldhouse against
Salem University. Salem used the full-court
press to prevent the Fighting Scots offense
from getting hot in the first, but the home
team was prepared for the challenge and
would end up victorious.
At the start, the Tigers had the Fighting
Scots playing to their liking, as they
implemented their unique strategy — in a

fashion similar to hockey substitutions, the
Tigers kept their players fresh by completely
substituting for all five players on the court at
a time.
Edinboro had a difficult time breaking this
fresh full-court press and left the first half
trailing by 11. Despite this difficulty, senior
Michelle Jahn said that the intense defense
was expected.
“Well, we actually knew going into it that
they were probably going to press us the entire
game from watching them on film,” she said.
“So, we kind of had an idea of it. We kind
of had to just slow it down a bit. Sometimes

when teams press, they want you to speed up.”
At halftime, the Fighting Scots stepped
back onto the court as they often do — with a
better understanding of their opponent.
“We have really good coaches, so we go into
halftime and readjust, and we really fine tune
what our game plan is,” said Jahn.
With the necessary adjustments made,
Edinboro was able to overcome the deficit,
winning 86-77. The win for the Fighting
Scots was accompanied by some noteworthy
efforts from Jahn, Michaela Barnes and Jontay
Walton. Both Barnes and Walton scored over
30 points, while Jahn grabbed a career-best 12

EU Sports Information
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Tommy Hsu begins to serve during Edinboro’s win over Walsh Feb. 2. He
helped his team to the win by winning his doubles and singles matches.

Men’s tennis opens spring with win over Walsh
EU Sports Information
ERIE — The Edinboro men’s tennis
team picked up the doubles point and
secured four of the six singles matches
to open the season with a 5-2 over
Walsh on Saturday.
The match was played on the indoor
courts at the Westwood Racquet Club
in Erie. It marked the fourth straight
season opening win for the Fighting
Scots, dating back to the 2015-16
season.
Edinboro won at number two and
three doubles to earn the doubles
point. Tommy Hsu and Nils Plutat
raced out to a 6-1 win over Alex
Medina and Clemens Wagner at
number two doubles. The senior pair
of Mateus Santos and Mauricio Santos
also picked up a 6-1 win over the
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Young runners shine at Youngstown Invitational
By Chris Slack

By Thomas Wehner

rebounds.
The win boosted Edinboro to 14-5 overall
on the season. As Salem is not part of the
PSAC, the Fighting Scots remained 9-4 in the
conference.
Both the men’s and women’s basketball
teams will travel to California University
of Pennsylvania to take on the Vulcans
on Saturday at 7:30 p.m., after hosting
the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown
Wednesday.

Cavaliers.
A new rule this season has doubles
worth one point with the winner of
two of the three earning the point for
their team.
In singles, Mauricio Santos picked
up a quick 6-1, 6-0 win over Pedro
Campos at number three singles.
Plutat was quick to follow at number
four singles 6-0, 6-3 over Alex Medina.
After only giving up two games in
his first set at number two singles, Hsu
won the final five points of a second
set tiebreak to win 6-2, 7-6 (2). The
win put the Fighting Scots ahead 4-1
to clinch the victory.
Kevin Mboko picked up a straight
set win over Joao Campos, 6-4, 6-1.
Edinboro (1-0) returns to the court
on Sunday, Feb. 10 when they host
Niagara. The match gets underway at
9:30 a.m.

Day One
YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — The
Edinboro women’s indoor track
and field team competed at the
Youngstown State University
National Mid-Major Invite at the
Watson and Tressel Training Site
(WATTS) on Friday.
The two-day invitational, hosted
by Youngstown State, features 21
programs from the Division I, II,
and III levels. The Fighting Scots
will begin day two of the Mid-Major
Invitational on Saturday at 10 a.m.
Five Fighting Scots competed on
Friday across three events.
Tori Klimowicz and Caitlin
Caltagirone both ran in the
5,000-meter run. Klimowicz was the
top Division II finisher in the event,
capturing 11th place with a PSAC
championship qualifying time of 18
minutes, 45.12 seconds. Caltagirone
finished at 20:34.03 for 44th.
Allison Busha and Ashlyn
McMeans each competed in the
indoor pentathlon. McMeans
posted 2,026 points for 14th, while
Busha took 16th with 1,896 points.
Both Scots had their best showing
in the 800-meter run with times
of 2:51.54 (448 points) and 2:52.69
(436 points), respectively.
Stephanie Glatch was the final
Fighting Scot in competition on
Friday. She competed in the weight
throw, finishing 24th with a mark of
9.93 meters (32 feet, 7.0 inchesW).
Day Two
Stefanie Parsons won the

800-meter run with an NCAA
provisional time and set a new
meet time in the event to lead the
Edinboro women’s indoor track and
field team on day two of the YSU
National Mid-Major Invitational.
The two-day invitational, hosted
by Youngstown State, featured 21
programs from the Division I, II,
and III levels, and took place at the
Watson and Tressel Training Site
(WATTS).
The sophomore dominated the
field, which consisted of 56 runners
including five from Edinboro.
Parsons captured first place with a
time of 2:11.70. and was followed by
Slippery Rock’s Madison Przicina at
2:17.73. Parsons’ time replaces the
previous meet-best time of 2:13.17
set in 2013.
Hope Pietrocarlo excelled in the
mile run en route to a second-place
finish. She qualified for the PSAC
Indoor Championships with a time
of 5:07.15. The redshirt sophomore
was one of four Fighting Scots in
the event.
Also qualifying for the conference
meet was freshman Kendra Rice.
She competed in the shot put and
finished in 10th place with a mark
of 11.91 meters.
Two Scots finished among
the top-15. Audrey MacPherson
competed in the 3,000-meter
run. She nearly qualified for the
conference meet, finishing 74
hundredths of a second over the
standard at 10:50.78 for 12th place.
Savannah Wheeler finished 15th in
the shot put with a throw of 11.18
meters.

Voices

The Fighting Scots will next
compete at the Grand Valley State
Big Meet on Friday, Feb. 8th and
Saturday, Feb. 9th.
Parsons named PSAC Athlete of
the Week
Edinboro University’s Stefanie
Parsons was named the PSAC
Women’s Indoor Track & Field
Track Athlete of the Week on
Tuesday.
Parsons competed in the
800-meter run at the YSU National
Mid-Major Invitational this past
Saturday. The sophomore won
with an NCAA provisional time of
2:11.70.
In addition, she set a meet record
in the event, beating the previous
time of 2:13.17 set in 2013. Parsons
dominated the field which included
56 athletes from Division I, II, and
III institutions, as the difference
between first and second place was
6.03 seconds.
A year ago, she was named
the PSAC Women’s Indoor Track
& Field Freshman of the Year
and Track Athlete of the Meet at
the PSAC Indoor Track & Field
Championships.
Parsons received All-PSAC
honors by winning the one-mile
run and capturing third place in the
3,000-meter run at the conference
meet. In addition, she was a part of
Edinboro’s second place distance
medley relay team.
Edinboro returns to action this
weekend as the Fighting Scots are
set to compete in the GVSU Big
Meet on Friday and Saturday. The
invitational is at Grand Valley State.

World
Overheard
Debates
Anisa Venner-Johnston
and Nathan Brennan
dish out their thoughts
on the Mueller
investigation, B4.

Immigrant-rights lawyers denied
entry into Mexico, B7.
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Barnes joins 1,000-point club
Women boast 4 on same squad for first time in team history
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

With about two minutes left in the first half of
Edinboro’s matchup against Mercyhurst University
on Jan. 30, junior Michaela Barnes drove into the
paint. It was here that she’d make a seemingly routine
layup.
Of course, if you’ve been following the women’s
basketball team this season, you’d know it was
anything but routine. The two points put her in the
1,000-point club, the fourth active Fighting Scot to hit
that mark.
The layup pushed Edinboro ahead in the contest,
33-32, while the stands in McComb Fieldhouse were
full of cheers and screams — they only grew louder
as a graphic on the scoreboard changed to display
Barnes’ headshot and the words “1,000 Career
Points.”
“It was a great moment — not only for me but for
the women’s basketball program as well, and for
Michaela Barnes,” said Head Women’s Basketball
Coach Callie Wheeler.
Barnes joined teammates Michelle Jahn, Jontay
Walton and Ciara Rosten in the 1,000-career-point
club, and this marks the first time that four active
players have all reached that achievement in ‘Boro
history.
“Not only have they accomplished that, but all four
have accomplished that in three years, which is an
extra special element,” added Wheeler.
She continued: “I think what makes those four
players special is that they’re very dynamic. They
score in multiple ways — which is tough to guard —

you can stop them one way, but they can score other
ways. I think that makes them so special.”
All of this came after a back-and-forth first quarter
which ended in a tie, 17-17. After the excitement of the
second quarter, the Fighting Scots led narrowly.
After more back-and-forth in the third, Edinboro
would eventually take the lead, following a 3-pointer
by Bridgette Shaffer. They carried a five point margin
into the final frame, 55-50.
Edinboro would lead by as many as 13 points in
the fourth, with the final buzzer sounding at a 80-70
margin.
To add to her career milestone, Barnes also led
Edinboro in scoring with 35. The trio of Barnes,
Walton (14) and Rosten (11) claimed 60 of Edinboro’s
total in the game.
The Fighting Scots now enter the last leg of their
season with only a handful of games left, sitting
third in the PSAC West at 13-5 overall and 9-4 in
the conference. On Wednesday, they welcome the
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown to McComb.
The Fighting Scots handed the Lady Cats a 68-63 loss
when the two teams last met on Jan. 12.
“I think at this point in the season, it comes down
to mental toughness,” said Wheeler. “[It’s about]
which team wants it most and which team is going
to be dedicated and committed and work hard in
practice...that’s what I keep telling my girls is that
these games are going to be won in practice.”
She concluded, “I think [by] just staying mentally
focused, taking it one game at a time, I think we will
be able to handle the tasks at hand.”
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Michaela Barnes attempts to drive into the paint during a game against
Salem University on Feb. 2.

Men can’t keep up Vath’s first win in 2 years highlights loss to No. 24 Lock Haven
third, and added a third takedown for a 7-2
lead. Arick Shankles gave Luke Werner a
By Bob Shreve
with county rival MU
advantage. A Siegrist escape was balanced
stern test at 125 pounds, with the match tied
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

The men’s basketball team put up a fight,
but ultimately fell to Mercyhurst at McComb
Fieldhouse on Jan. 30. The Lakers came into
the game 13-4 overall and 8-4 in the PSAC
West.
Mercyhurst started off strong, scoring
seven straight before Edinboro could
respond. And despite ‘Boro’s efforts, the
Lakers built up a lead of 28 at times in the
first half. They closed it out leading 53-27.
Freshman Fighting Scot Turner Kurt
opened scoring in the second half, putting
in a bucket in the first 10 seconds. Backand-forth scoring ensued, but Mercyhurst
stretched their lead to 36 before the final
frame ended. They would win by a score of
90-59.
Edinboro had a total of 17 second chance
points, with 11 in the first half. Jaryn
Simpson collected a total of eight rebounds
in the game, while teammates Daylon Harris,
Trey Staunch and Alex Jay each collected
seven.
This was the only game the men’s
basketball team would play last week. After
the loss, their record sat at 5-13 overall and
2-11 in conference competition.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com

EU Sports Information

Edinboro saw its string of 16 straight
wins over Lock Haven come to an end on
Thursday night at McComb Fieldhouse,
as the 24th-ranked Bald Eagles came away
with a 30-10 win. Edinboro is now 2-7
and 1-4 in EWL action, while Lock Haven
remained undefeated in the EWL at 3-0 while
improving to 6-2 overall.
It was still a momentous night for the
Fighting Scots, however. They would pick up
wins in three matches, including the first win
since 2016 for Tyler Vath. The redshirt junior
had missed almost the last two seasons in
their entirety due to injuries before returning
to the mat last weekend.
He would lose in his return to the lineup
at George Mason, but against Lock Haven
he won an impressive 12-0 major decision
over Jonathan Ross at 149 pounds. It marked
Vath’s first victory on the mat since Nov. 6,
2016 in the Clarion Open.
Vath took the mat with Edinboro trailing
13-0. He jumped out to a 6-0 lead after one
period with a takedown midway through
the period, followed by four nearfall points.
He would add six more points in the second
period on the same sequence, a takedown
and four for the nearfall. There was no
scoring in the third period. Vath improved to
1-1 while Ross is 15-8.
Lock Haven ran off wins in the first three
bouts, two by technical fall, to take a 13-0

at 3-3 after one period, as both wrestlers
registered a takedown and an escape. Werner
had the lone points in the second period with
a reversal, and would add points for stalling
and riding time for a 7-3 decision. Shankles
is now 3-11 while Werner improved to 24-9.
The Bald Eagles would capture the next
two matches by technical fall, as DJ Fehlman
(26-5) won 18-0 at 2:58 over Richie Gomez
(11-21) at 133 pounds, and 20th-ranked Kyle
Shoop (24-5) won 16-0 (1:59) at 141 pounds
over Carmine Ciotti (12-12).
Vath’s victory got the Fighting Scots on the
board and cut Lock Haven’s lead to 13-4, but
the Bald Eagles would follow with two more
technical falls. At 157 pounds, Alex Klucker
posted a 16-0 technical fall at 6:24 over Matt
Dowler. All-American and fifth-ranked
Chance Marsteller (15-2) followed with a
19-4 technical fall (6:01) at 165 pounds.
In the most anticipated match of the
evening, Jacob Oliver improved his record to
24-4 while winning his fifth straight match
with an 8-3 decision over Jared Siegrist (2110). Oliver led 2-1 thanks to a takedown with
just over a minute left in the period, with
Siegrist escaping with 40 seconds left.
Siegrist would even the score at 2-2 with
an escape early in the second period, but
Oliver gained the 4-2 lead with his second
takedown with 1:19 remaining in the second.
Oliver escaped immediately to start the

out by a riding time point for Oliver to wrap
up the scoring.
The two previously met in the PSAC finals,
with Oliver coming away with a 7-4 decision.
Zach Ancewicz (15-13) gave 18th-ranked
Corey Hazel (8-2) a good battle at 184
pounds, dropping a 4-0 decision, with Hazel
riding out the sophomore in the second
period, then registering an escape and
takedown in the third.
Edinboro picked up its third win of the
night at 197 pounds, with Dylan Reynolds
recording his 50th career victory. More
importantly, the redshirt junior improved to
26-9 on the season with a 5-1 decision over
Parker McClellan (19-12).
Following a scoreless first period,
Reynolds opened the scoring with an escape
in the second period, followed by a takedown
midway through the period. McClellan’s
escape was followed by a stalling point for
Reynolds to make the score 4-1 after two
periods. Reynolds added an escape in the
third period.
Lock Haven would wrap up the evening
with its fifth bonus-point win at heavyweight.
Thomas Haines (15-3), ranked ninth, won
a 12-0 major decision over Jon Spaulding
(16-13).
The Fighting Scots will host Oklahoma
and former All-American and ‘Boro assistant
coach Lou Rosselli on Saturday.
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Los Angeles Rams quarterback Jared Goff (16) walks off the field after a 13-3 loss against
the New England Patriots in Super Bowl LIII in Atlanta on Sunday, Feb. 3.
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New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady (12) celebrates a touchdown in the fourth
quarter during Super Bowl LIII at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta on Sunday, Feb. 3.

Brady proves he’s still the man, Goff is the kid
By Bill Plaschke

The Los Angeles Times
ATLANTA — Tom Brady thrust his hands into the air. Jared
Goff banged his hands against his helmet.
Brady swaggered off the field in the arms of his teammates.
Goff remained stuck on the bench, frozen under his pads.
Brady was legendary. Goff was lost.
In the final frazzled minutes of Super Bowl LIII Sunday at
Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Brady threw the New England Patriots
into the lead. A few desperate breaths later, Goff threw the Los
Angeles Rams’ season away.
And thus, the Rams’ dream ended in a red-and-blue confetti
nightmare, the Patriots claiming a 13-3 victory to win their
record-tying sixth Super Bowl championship while the Rams are
still searching for their first representing Los Angeles.
“This one is going to stick with you, it stings in your gut,”
Rams coach Sean McVay said. “I’m kind of numb right now.”
It’s numbing how the Patriots have won three Super Bowl
titles in the last five years, and how Brady’s six Super Bowl rings
are more than any other player in NFL history.
“It’s incredible,” Brady said.
For most of three quarters Sunday, the entire Rams offense
seemed overwhelmed by the history, overcome by the hostile
environment and stifled by the Patriot defense.
With every move, they were booed by a pro-Patriots crowd
that filled roughly three-quarters of the 70,000-seat stadium.
With seemingly every play, they were chased down by a smart
Patriots defense that appeared to know what was coming.
They were a mess but still ... after tying the score, 3-3, late in
the third quarter, they had a chance.
But then Brady, 41, the oldest quarterback to win a Super
Bowl, showed why he is the greatest quarterback ever.
Goff, 24, attempting to be the youngest quarterback to win a
Super Bowl, acted every bit his age.
“It was tough,” Goff said. “It kills. It kills. It hurts me so much.”
With 9 minutes 49 seconds left in regulation and the score
still tied, 3-3, the Patriots began a drive at their 31-yard with
their fans chanting, “Brady, Brady, Brady.”
What happened next was Brady, Brady, Brady.
The Patriots’ quarterback lofted a perfect pass to Rob
Gronkowski, then a couple of short passes to Julian Edelman,
then a perfect deep ball to a double-covered Gronkowski at the
Rams’ 2-yard line.

From there, Sony Michel ran for a touchdown to give the
Patriots what became a 10-3 lead, giving the ball back to Goff
with 7 minutes left.
“We grinded it out,” Brady said. “We were just chipping away.”
Now it was the Rams’ turn to do the same and, working
from his own 25-yard line, Goff quickly moved the Rams to the
Patriots’ 27.
But from there, facing a surging blitz from Duron Harmon,
Goff threw wildly to Brandin Cooks in front of the end
zone. The ball was badly underthrown and Stephon Gilmore
intercepted it for the Patriots to essentially end the game.
Said Goff: “That’s my fault, man. I can’t put us in that
situation.”
Throughout the game, Goff put them in those kinds of
situations. He completed just half of his 38 passes for 229 yards
while missing on a handful of open looks and making several
poor decisions.
“It’s the toughest loss I’ve ever had,” Goff said. “It’s terrible. I
wish I could have had a million plays back.”
One of the worst was late in the third quarter when Cooks
slipped through the Patriots’ secondary and found himself wide
open in the end zone.
At first, Goff didn’t see him. By the time he did, Jason
McCourty was able to race over and break up the pass for the
Patriots.
“I was kind of surprised that he was that wide open,
and I tried to get it to him as quickly as I could,” Goff said.
“Unfortunately, it was too late.”
In the end, as probably should have been expected, Brady was
the Man, Goff the Kid.
“I think the biggest thing is that the play selection didn’t really
give him much of a chance,” McVay said, defending his protege.
“I think it starts with me.”
McVay was right. Some of it, maybe a lot of it, did start with
him.
In trying to become the youngest winning coach in Super
Bowl history, McVay, 33, was completely outsmarted by the
oldest winning coach, 66-year-old Bill Belichick.
Goff wasn’t the only Ram who was dazed and confused.
Todd Gurley, the great Rams running back who claimed he
was healthy, spent long stretches on the bench for no apparent
reason. The Rams committed nine penalties, three times as
many as the more disciplined Patriots. In all, the Rams were
outgained 407 yards to 260 and consistently seemed like the

more unsettled.
“No other way to say it but, I got outcoached tonight,” McVay
said.
This seemed particularly obvious in his use of Gurley, the
highest-paid running back in the NFL and arguably the league’s
best running back over the last four seasons.
Gurley carried the ball on the Rams’ first offensive play but
barely saw action after that, finally reappearing in the second
half and finishing the game with only 10 carries for 35 yards
and just one catch. This came two weeks after he had only five
touches in the Rams’ NFC championship win over the New
Orleans Saints.
Gurley suffered a knee injury that forced him to miss the
final two games of the regular season, but he ran well in the first
playoff game against the Dallas Cowboys. This week, he said he
was healthy and his name didn’t appear on the injury report.
So what gives?
Said Gurley: “Whenever my name is called to get in, I’m
ready. I just kind of control what I can control and just do my
best with my opportunities.”
Said McVay: “Todd is healthy, and we just didn’t really get a
chance to get anybody going today offensively, and that starts
with me.”
This issue will linger into the offseason, when perhaps more
will be revealed about Gurley’s injury, or maybe McVay will
study the tape and realize he needs to be more structured in his
play-calling. The offseason should be a time for growth for other
young Rams, particularly Goff, who will only learn from this
lousy experience.
The offseason will also be a learning experience for this
columnist, who picked the Rams to win big in this game and
who will never, ever again underestimate the enduring power of
the Belichick-Brady era.
Meantime, Los Angeles’ last Super Bowl champion is still the
Raiders from 35 years ago, which Raiders fans will be happy to
remind everyone.
As for the Rams’ fans, well, before Sunday’s game, in the
stands, one of their few shouted, “Whose House?”
A couple of folks answered, “Rams’ House!”
A New England fan shouted back: “That’s your chant? That’s
the dumbest chant I’ve ever heard!”
Just like Sean McVay, Jared Goff and the rest of those
wonderful noisemakers who were drowned out by Patriots
history, it was a chant that eventually went silent.

Former Otter McDavid already parallels elder Kane SEC to distribute $43.1

million per member school

By Jimmy Greenfield
Chicago Tribune

EDMONTON, Alberta — There are
obvious differences between Patrick
Kane and Connor McDavid.
Kane, who is generously listed at
5-foot-10-inches, has already hit 30
years old while the lanky 6-foot-1-inch
McDavid is still practically a kid at 22.
Kane is a right wing and has three
Stanley Cups while McDavid plays
center and has ... well, let’s not get
snarky.
Many of the similarities between
the NHL superstars are specific to this
season and made for an interesting
comparison before the Blackhawks
took on the Oilers at Rogers Place in
Edmonton on Tuesday night.
Not only do they both have 76 points,
but Kane and McDavid each entered
the game with 31 goals and 45 assists.
There is a smattering of minor parallels
between the two - Kane has 18 penalty
minutes to McDavid’s 16, for example as well as between their teams.
The most important commonality
between Kane and McDavid is the
enormous impact they have on their
respective teams. The Hawks and Oilers
were separated by just two points in the
standings before Tuesday’s game and
are trying to launch themselves from
the bottom of the pack into the Western
Conference’s final wild-card spot.
If either team gets there, it will be in
large part because of Kane or McDavid.
“Nothing could really be happening
on (McDavid’s) shift and then boom,
he’s got a chance or a two-on-one or a
mini little break,” Kane said. “It’s pretty
impressive to watch him do that. I think
he’s in on more than 50 percent of their
goals this year as far as points-wise, so it
shows how much he means to that team.”
Kane was correct about McDavid’s
overwhelming contribution to the
Oilers’ offense. McDavid has had a hand
in 50.3 percent of Edmonton’s goals
this season. The Hawks have scored 167

By Edgar Thompson
Orlando Sentinel
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Flyers left wing Oskar Lindblom goes after the puck against Oilers center
Connor McDavid during the first period of a game on Feb. 2.
goals, so Kane’s at 45.5 percent, but he’s
also scored 25 more points than secondleading scorer Jonathan Toews. McDavid
has just 13 points more than Oilers
teammate Leon Draisaitl.
“(Kane) obviously has those games
where he gets four points,” Hawks coach
Jeremy Colliton said. “He’ll do that, but
he’s finding a way to bring it every night,
finding somehow to have an impact on
the game.”
Oilers coach Ken Hitchcock spent
seven seasons at the helm of the Blues
and Stars, two of the Hawks’ division
rivals, and has a deep appreciation for
Kane’s talent.
“He has a uniqueness under pressure,”
Hitchcock said. “He can find the weak
side of the ice. So he can find people
outside coverage that no one else in the
league can find. As he’s getting checked
in the zone he can pass the puck through

four players and there aren’t many
players (who can do that).”
McDavid’s 22 minutes, 52 seconds of
ice time is second among centers and
Kane’s 22:13 is tops among wingers.
They play in all situations and are
dangerous anytime they touch the ice.
“Two similar guys as far as how the
coaches are using them,” Colliton said.
The Hawks traded Brandon Manning
to the Oilers in December, which has
given him the chance to see how Kane
and McDavid are inundated by fans and
reporters every day.
“I feel for those guys,” Manning
said. “It’s not your everyday thing. For
(McDavid) to go and grab a bite to eat
with his girlfriend or his family, I’m sure
it can be difficult. For those guys to play
as well as they do consistently and have
to do the day in and day out, it’s another
level for sure.”

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — The rich get richer.
The SEC announced Friday it will distribute $43.1 million in
revenue to each of its 14 schools school, up 5.4 percent from a
year earlier.
Every dollar counts these days as the cost of business keeps
going up.
At Florida, for example, head football coach Dan Mullen
receives $6.1 million in annual compensation, up from $4.48
million paid his predecessor, Jim McElwain.
The Gators’ athletic department also is involved in a number
facility enhancements, totaling around $130 million.
The total includes $604.1 million distributed from the
conference office, as well as $23.0 million retained by
institutions that participated in 2017-18 football bowl games to
offset travel and other related bowl expenses.
Other revenues sources include television contracts,
bowl games, the College Football Playoff, the SEC football
championship, SEC Men’s basketball tournament and the
NCAA Tournament.
“This revenue is essential in providing outstanding support
for all of the young people on our campuses through coaching,
equipment, training, academic counseling, medical care and
life-skills development,” SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey said
in a statement.

Photo: Curtis Compton/TNS

Commissioner Greg Sankey holds a press conference at
the College Football Hall of Fame on July 16, 2018.
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Overheard Debates:
The Mueller Investigation
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
& Nathan Brennan
Staff Writer | Arts Editor

There are many debates overheard in the
Spectator office. This discussion is one of the more
hard-hitting going on around the office, with our
two sides agreeing more so here than they usually
do.
How updated are you on the Mueller
investigation?
Nathan Brennan: I believe I’m fairly updated
on the Mueller investigation. While it’s sometimes
hard to keep up with the news these days,
due to the sheer amount of headlines floating
around, I try my best to stay up-to-date with the
investigation.
Anisa Venner-Johnston: Like Nathan, I think
I’m up to date on the investigation. It does involve
a ton of legal and political jargon, which for the
average American can be hard to understand
some times, but studying politics and preparing
for law school helps a lot.
Do you think it’s important? Why?
NB: I think it is of the utmost importance that
this investigation be allowed to continue until it is
finished. If anyone tampers with the democratic
institutions our country is built on, such as our
election system, they need to be held accountable.
If it ends up that Trump did not collude, that’s
great. Let’s get back to trying to mend the wounds
of the past election. But if something did happen,
it must be brought to light.
AVJ: I strongly believe that the people have
a right to know what is going on. As a nation,
we should be eager to know who our country
is working with, and who our president and his
teams are working with. We should know how
it affects us, and what we should expect to come
in the future. If we know a government official
is lying to us, we as citizens should find that a
pressing matter.
Do you think it’s gone on too long or not long
enough? Why?
NB: Investigations aren’t brief affairs, so I’m
not surprised that it has gone on as long as it has.
However, I will say that for the sake of trying to
keep the country together, it should probably wrap
up fairly soon.
AVJ: This isn’t a one day, in and out
complication. We need to take the time to work
these things out. As I said before, the jargon
alone is hard enough for the average American
to understand. Think about it from a legal
standpoint; one new fact, or piece of evidence, or
confession can change the game.
Do your political opinions affect your
thoughts?
NB: I try to let it not affect my thoughts. As a
Democrat, the thought of a Republican challenger
possibly colluding with Russia makes my blood
boil. As a journalist, thought, I try not to rush to
judgment on any particular news until I know the
objective truth. It’s a difficult conundrum, but it’s
one I must deal with in due time.
AVJ: I consider myself a humanitarian. I try
to focus on my moral and ethical compasses,
however I think most people would classify me
as a leftist. I don’t think my personal opinion on
certain topics come into play here. The point is:
we were lied to, and this investigation has brought
up bigger problems, and that is something all
Americans should be concerned about, NOT just

leftists.
Would you feel the same if it was somebody
you support (Trump or someone else)?
NB: I would absolutely feel the same.
Regardless of your political beliefs, any alleged
“collusion” with other countries to give yourself
an unfair advantage is unacceptable. If anyone, a
Democrat, Republican or anyone else is suspected
of the aforementioned crimes, I would not object
to a thorough investigation like the Mueller
investigation.
AVJ: Again, this is a national issue, not a
bipartisan issue. Playing dirty isn’t something that
should be swept under the rug, and I don’t care
who is in office.
The end of the investigation has been
predicted as happening soon; should Mueller’s
report be made public?
NB: I think the report should be made public.
I mean, the investigation has been making
headlines ever since it began, so whatever comes
of the investigation, the public should be made
aware.
AVJ: I think that Mueller’s reports should be
made public. I am a strong believer on keeping
people updated and letting the people be
informed. I don’t think that hiding things from the
public is going to help the situation, but instead
add gasoline to the fire. We have a nation that is
so anti-Russia, but also Pro-Trump, I think that
the release of the report will possibly change their
opinions.
Is your opinion of a new attorney general
influenced by whether or not they would
publish the report?
NB: In a perfect world, the selection of an
attorney general wouldn’t be influenced by
any presidential politics. However, just like
any other overly politicized positions, this will
likely be the case. Of course, as I’ve said, I’d like
to see the investigation results be made public.
Unfortunately, I don’t think that’ll happen since
the administration in the White House is the one
being investigated.
AVJ: I hope the new attorney general will
push for the release of the findings. However,
like Nathan said, we are living in a world were
everything is politicized and I believe that Trump
will push for the report to not be released.
After seeing so many people under the Trump
administration leave, if i was attorney general, I
would be caught between a rock and a hard place.
Do I keep the people informed, or do I please the
president, don’t get ostracized by him and keep my
job? In the end, I would inform the people.
If no evidence is found of Trump colluding
with Russia, was it worth it?
NB: It would be worth it. If the years of
instigation turn up nothing, then the American
people can rest easy at night knowing that we
exhausted our efforts to try to find the truth.
AVJ: There is nothing wrong with informing
the people. As citizens, our politicians, the people
we elect, say they will do right by us. However,
we know they hide things and do things without
our knowledge. It’s not right. Knowledge is
power and maybe they don’t want to release the
report because they’re afraid of people who have
knowledge, and thus, power.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow
Nathan Brennan | @edinboronow
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Former FBI Director Robert Mueller testified to the Senate Judiciary Committee in 2007.
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Social Media: Does the
good outweigh the bad?
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

If you try to imagine a world without your
smart phone and social media, it’s probably
pretty hard. For most people, the use of
social media has become such a regular part
of our everyday routines. And although
it certainly has its perks, it can also be
harmful for our overall mental state and
well being.
For starters, let’s first break down
why social media is so satisfying and
entertaining. From a biological standpoint,
human beings rely on human connection
and the feeling of being involved in the
world, (the thought of feeling or being alone
is, of course, not pleasant). Also, we are
all probably at least a little guilty of being
rather nosy.
So, the simplicity of just being able to
connect with anyone from anywhere, right
at your fingertips, is ideal in satisfying
that lonely feeling, or even that inkling of
nosiness we all feel from time to time. And
let’s not forget, it certainly takes away that
needed energy of socialization, because
there is no face-to-face contact or even the
need to leave your couch when using any
social media platform.
As for anything though, too much can
lead to addiction and false perceptions. The
ability to compare ourselves to others has
now become easier than ever, as people only
tend to post the highlights and good parts

of their lives, even if they aren’t actually
genuinely happy. Social media can give the
allusion that everyone but you is living their
best lives and doing everything right, when
in reality, we’re all human and no one’s life
is perfect, even if they portray it to be.
Social media can feel as though it’s this
own world, separate from the realities we
actually live in. This distortion can then
lead to unhealthy effects on our day-to-day
lives. Staying up way too late, scrolling
through Twitter, ignoring how tired you are,
or obsessing over getting the right picture
at an event in hopes that it will get copious
amounts of “likes” on Instagram isn’t
healthy.
Either is saying things to someone on
Facebook that you normally wouldn’t have
the guts to say in person. It’s so easy now to
hide in our virtual realties instead of living
in our actual realities without distraction.
The use of social media can be great
when used for the right reasons and when
it’s not taken so seriously. Memes, for
example, have become a worldwide form of
entertainment, as well as helping connect
us with family members or friends we may
not often see. It’s also a great way to remain
connected, entertain, or even network for
potential careers. Social media should be
seen as a bonus to our everyday lives, rather
than something we lose sleep over, or a
second world that’s better than reality.
Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

Amusement-Abled: A look into
amusement parks and disability
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

I remember doing all kinds of things on
my time off as an able-bodied person. I’d go
miniature golfing; I’d go to an amusement
park; or, I’d just lay in the grass and enjoy the
sun. After my accident, that list dramatically
dropped.
One of my friends posted a video on
Facebook pertaining to this. The video showed
an amusement park that was disabled friendly.
The water park had many rides that were safe
and fun for everyone. I thought to myself:
“This is amazing. Congrats to these owners.”
My friend had a different approach. She
commented on the video with disgust,
equating this to a zoo. She believed this was
an embarrassment and, in effect, was showing
us off like animals. She went further, saying
that all amusement parks should be handicap
friendly.
Should all amusement parks be made
handicap friendly? The “equal opportunist”
in me would say yes. Everybody should be
able to enjoy fun. People might possibly learn
about and understand disability much more
with these crossover opportunities. Chairbound kids will no longer be afraid or shy
in public because of something they cannot
change.
Since I was able bodied at one point, I
saw the other argument. Sometimes things
are more fun without the disability friendly
atmosphere. It seems evil to think that way, but
I understand my limitations. As much as I want
to ride something that goes from 1-120 miles

per hour in six seconds, right now I cannot.
Since I cannot ride them, should they be
taken out of parks to make them disabled
friendly? This is another reason disabled
individuals like myself should bite the bullet. I
myself would not want to impede on someone
else’s fun just so I can be there. Those rides
used to be fun for me. I would want later
generations to enjoy that fun like I did.
I do believe we should have disability
friendly parks. The U.S. alone has over 48.9
million disabled individuals. Five million of
those are children. Meanwhile, 15 percent of
the world is disabled in some way. With these
many customers, it would be easy to entertain
this demographic. And not only amusement
parks, but what about chair abled beaches and
miniature golf?
Someday, this might be seen as
discrimination and segregation. Just like in
the days of white schools and black schools,
but now it will be able-bodied and disabled.
Let me know how you feel. Should all
amusement parks be disability friendly?
Should certain rides be taken down to
meet these needs? Do you believe disabled
individuals are being discriminated because of
amusement parks not being compatible? Do
you believe a disability friendly amusement
park is like a zoo?
If you think there should be more disability
friendly parks established without changing
current amusement parks, how would you go
about making this happen without making it a
segregation issue?
Beau Bruneau |@edinboronow

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Trump’s ‘national emergency’ plan
faces bigger problem than any wall
The Los Angeles Times
When President Trump agreed to end the
historically long government shutdown on
Jan. 26, he said the fiasco he triggered would
be repeated in three weeks unless Congress
came up with a deal on border security
that he could accept. Since then, however,
Trump has signaled that he doesn’t care what
lawmakers do, he may not force another
shutdown, but he is determined to build
his border wall, with or without Congress
appropriating the money.
Trump has been floating the idea of
ignoring whatever deal lawmakers strike,
declaring a national emergency at the
southern border and using emergency powers
to fund the wall. But defying Congress’
dictates on how federal dollars should be
spent would be legally iffy, set a horrible
precedent, and carry more than a whiff of
authoritarianism.
Members of the House and Senate
appropriations committees started meeting
last week to try to bridge the gap between the
$7.3 billion in additional spending Trump
has sought for border security, including
$5.7 billion for work on a border wall that
could cost many billions more to complete,
and the roughly $1.8 billion Democrats have
proposed, none of it for the wall. They had
barely gotten past the pleasantries, however,
before Trump told the New York Times that
the bargaining was “a waste of time.”
He sounded that theme again at a White
House meeting Friday, saying, “We will be
looking at (declaring) a national emergency
because I don’t think anything’s going to
happen” in the negotiations on Capitol Hill. “I
don’t think Democrats want border security,”
he added.
It’s always risky to take this president’s
statements too seriously, no matter how many
times he may repeat them. A case in point:
Mexico will not be paying for the wall, at least
not in any way that’s real and measurable.
Yet Trump has painted himself into such
a tight corner on this issue, it seems as if
his only way out is to build some version of
the wall he promised during his campaign.
That may be why he has seized on the highly
questionable idea of shifting money from
some other, previously funded project under

the rubric of a national emergency.
The issue isn’t Trump’s legal power to
declare an emergency; Congress has given the
White House wide discretion to make such
decisions. Instead, the issue is whether any
of the specific powers Congress has given the
president to use in emergencies, for example,
to authorize the use of an unapproved
prescription drug, to test a chemical weapon
or sell surplus government property without
a public auction, could be applied to this
situation.
Some observers, including conservative
former Justice Department official John Yoo
in an op-ed for The Times, point to the 1982
Military Construction Codification Act,
which states that when a national emergency
“requires use of the armed forces,” the
Defense Department “may undertake military
construction projects ... not otherwise
authorized by law that are necessary to
support such use of the armed forces.” That
strains credulity. The military doesn’t need a
wall to perform its work on the border, which
isn’t being overrun by enemy soldiers or even
by migrant civilians, who are crossing in
numbers far lower than in 2000. Instead, the
system is being overwhelmed by the number
of families seeking asylum.
The bigger problem is that Trump could
set a precedent for future presidents to usurp
Congress’ constitutional power over the
federal purse by treating political disputes
as national emergencies. Presidents cannot
dictate how lawmakers spend tax dollars;
they have to persuade Congress. And clearly,
Trump is not doing so.
Regardless of Trump’s posturing,
lawmakers should craft a deal that addresses
the humanitarian problems caused by the
backlog in asylum requests and the surge in
families seeking protection. They should also
use the opportunity to provide permanent
relief to “Dreamers,” the young immigrants
brought to the country illegally by their
parents when they were children. But they
should not be cowed by the president’s
posturing into wasting billions of dollars
on an ineffective border wall. And if Trump
carries out his threat to spend the money
anyway, the courts should remind him that
the president’s emergency powers have limits.

Five stories you should be following
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

1. Mueller Investigation — Robert Mueller has been investigating whether or not United States
President Donald Trump colluded with the Russians during the 2016 election. The investigation has
been going on for two years, with an end projected as soon as Democrats held up the vote for William
P. Barr’s confirmation for attorney general, per an article from The Washington Post. Barr told the
Senate, per The Washington Post, that he “wanted to share as much information as possible; he is
also aware of Justice Department rules that severely restrict making evidence public in a case where
no charges are filed.” Sen. Richard Blumenthal, a Democrat from Connecticut, and Sen. Charles E.
Grassley, a Republican from Iowa, introduced a bill that would make special counsel reports public
and have the reports be released directly to Congress, as well, per The Washington Post.
2. Virginia’s Governor — Ralph Northam, the governor of Virginia, has been accused of wearing
blackface. While he denies the claim, politicians from both parties have called for his resignation.
To make matters worse, the state’s lieutenant governor, Justin Fairfax, released a statement saying
that he never sexually assaulted a woman after bigleaguepolitics.com published an accusation. The
website also was the first to publish the photo of Northam. Northam faces protests and calls for his
resignation, and if he does, Fairfax would take over the position of governor.
3. Venezuela — According to a BBC article, 3 million people left Venezuela in the last four years
due to political turmoil. That turmoil continues. After an election that some say was rigged, a debate
over who the rightful president is has emerged. Nicolas Maduro is the current president and has
backing from Russia, China, Turkey and Cuba, among others. Juan Guaido has named himself the
interim president and is backed by the U.S., Canada, Brazil and parts of the European Union (EU),
even though the EU has called for a fair re-election.
4. Brexit — The deadline for Brexit, a word derived from Britain’s exit from the EU, is March 29,
though the EU can adjust it if needed. But currently, Britain is set to leave, with or without a plan,
and British lawmakers are still fighting over a plan to leave the EU. The indecision of lawmakers has
caused enough doubt about a Brexit plan that adjustments have been made to the evacuation plan
for the queen and the royal family, according to The Washington Post. Brexit has already caused
repercussions for the countries in the EU and British citizens are stockpiling supplies.
5. Gannett — The company who has four media publications in Pennsylvania, one in Cincinnati,
one in Rochester and many more across the country, faces financial issues. They laid off 400 people
according to a businessinsider.com article. On Feb. 4, Gannett rejected a $1.3 million bid from MNG
Enterprises, who are controlled by Alden Global Capital. The rejection leaves shareholders facing a
vote, according to an article by The New York Times. The same article talks about how if the buyout
goes through, it would form the biggest newspaper publisher in the U.S., and this creates worries
about local media in a news environment that is already struggling to keep up with smaller papers
downsizing.
Erica Burkholder | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Another fat cat who couldn’t be bothered to vote (but wants your vote)

Photo: Steve Ringman/Seattle Times/TNS

Starbucks Chairman Howard Schultz talks about how many veterans the company will be hiring on March 2017 at the
Starbucks shareholders meeting in Seattle, Washington. Howard is rumored to be running for president in 2020.

By Michael Hiltzik
Los Angeles Times

What is it with plutocrats and voting? Or to put it more
precisely: What is it with plutocrats and not voting?
Starbucks founder Howard Schultz, who thinks he might
want to run for president, is the latest business big shot to
enter high-level politics without having taken the time to
exercise the fundamental franchise of a participant in a
democracy, casting a ballot.
The tally comes to us from columnist Danny Westneat
of the Seattle Times, who expertly mined local election
records to determine that Schultz voted in just 11 of 38
elections dating back to 2005.
The record is damning. Although Schultz has voted in
every presidential election and the November midterms,
Westneat reports, he skipped the 2014 midterms, when
Republicans gained control of the Senate, and 2006, the
year of a Democratic congressional wave.
He skipped most Seattle city elections for mayor and city
council, including in 2005, “right when he was petitioning
City Hall for money to rebuild a basketball arena for the
Sonics, which he co-owned,” according to Westneat. “In
fact, he sat out all the municipal elections in the period he
owned the Sonics, 2001, 2003 and 2005.” He even skipped
an election with a ballot measure directed at him, a 2006
initiative to bar public subsidies for sports arenas. (It
passed.)
“This isn’t the worst voting record I’ve seen in a political
candidate,” Westneat writes. “But neither does it suggest
someone actively involved in ballot-box democracy over the
years.”
Schultz joins the hall of shame of business leaders
whose voting records demonstrate their uninterest in the
democratic process. Up until now, the stars of that hall were
Carly Fiorina, the former head of Hewlett-Packard who ran
for the U.S. Senate from California in 2010 and for the GOP

nomination for president in 2016; and Meg Whitman, the
former head of EBay who ran for California governor in
2010.
Even before Fiorina’s Senate campaign against Democrat
Barbara Boxer could get up a head of steam, it was rattled
by the revelation that she had failed to cast a ballot in 75
percent of the California elections for which she was an
eligible voter.
She missed presidential primaries in 2000 and 2004
and the primary and general elections in 2006, including
a Senate reelection run by Democrat Dianne Feinstein.
She skipped the primary and general elections in 2002, a
gubernatorial election year, as well as the historic recall
vote that brought Arnold Schwarzenegger to the governor’s
seat.
Fiorina offered an explanation via an op-ed in the
Orange County Register that should have taken home the
trophy for sophistry. “Admittedly, I have not always been
engaged in the electoral process, and I should have been,”
she pleaded. “For many years I felt disconnected from the
decisions made in Washington and, to be honest, really
didn’t think my vote mattered because I didn’t have a direct
line of sight from my vote to a result.”
Eventually, she wrote, the scales fell from her eyes.
“Throughout my career, beginning as a secretary and
eventually becoming a CEO, I saw how government
impacted business. I learned more as a member of advisory
boards at the State Department, the Pentagon and the CIA
. I now understand, in a very real way, that the decisions
made by the Senate impact every family and every business,
of any size, in America.”
As I reported at the time, Fiorina was lying. She wasn’t
disconnected from politics, as she claimed; she merely
participated through the cash register. During her reign
at Hewlett-Packard (1999-2005), according to public
records, the company spent $4.7 million to lobby Congress

and donated more than $390,000 to political candidates
through its political action committee. Fiorina and her
husband, Frank, a former AT&T executive, made more than
$100,000 in political donations personally since 2000.
Fiorina “understood all too well that in politics, money
talks,” I wrote. “Why bother to vote when you can get what
you need with greenbacks?”
Whitman displayed the same attitude. During her
gubernatorial race, the Sacramento Bee reported that
Whitman had missed half of the elections between 2002
and 2007, the year when she first registered as a Republican,
including the 2003 recall of Gov. Gray Davis that brought
Schwarzenegger to the governor’s mansion, which The
Times described as “one of the most high-turnout elections
in state history.”
Whitman issued a statement describing her voting
record as “inexcusable,” and allowing that she had “taken
responsibility for my mistake.” She didn’t say how she was
taking responsibility, however. She stayed in the race, in
which she got absolutely trampled by Jerry Brown.
Schultz appears to be an adherent of the Fiorina school
of letting his wallet do his political talking. From 2004-18,
according to the Center for Responsive Politics, Starbucks
spent $10.3 million on political lobbying. Since 1994 the
company has donated $1.1 million to political candidates at
the federal level, mostly to Democrats.
It’s proper to note that the campaigns of all three of these
ballot box-shy would-be politicians developed into train
wrecks, at least in part because they had no evident sense of
what actual voters cared about.
In her Senate campaign, Fiorina exploited her experience
as a cancer survivor to attack the Affordable Care Act,
which was designed to bring to people in the individual
insurance market the coverage that she relied on to pay
for her treatment. While running for the presidential
nomination, she lied about Planned Parenthood, which
provides health services to millions of low- and moderateincome women, and refused to apologize when her lies were
exposed.
Whitman’s campaign was based on her pledges to fire
40,000 state workers and eliminate the state capital gains
tax, which cost her plenty, personally. She also promised to
send young people brought to the U.S. illegally as children,
“dreamers”, back to their countries of origin, even though
many had acquired college diplomas in the interim and
were poised to make real contributions to the state of
California.
Then there’s Schultz, whose campaign platform
consists thus far of dismissing proposals to raise taxes on
billionaires like himself and expand Medicare for all. He
has shown his class by tweeting a right-wing column that
called Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) “fauxcahontas” and
Sen. Kamala Harris (D-Calif.) “shrill.” (Both are seeking
the Democratic nomination for president.) He brags about
being a self-made man, though he acknowledges having
been raised in public housing. And of course, he made
himself a billionaire with the help of an army of low-wage
baristas at his stores.
Schultz hasn’t responded to the disclosure of his voting
record. But as Westneat observes, he called himself out
presciently, when he unveiled a voter-registration drive
at Starbucks stores in 2016: “More Americans should
participate in all elections, even those for city councils and
school boards,” he wrote then.
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Parents sue 28 former Penn State
fraternity members in son’s death
By Susan Snyder

The Philadelphia Inquirer
The parents of Tim Piazza, who died after
an alcohol-fueled fraternity pledge party at
Pennsylvania State University two years ago,
filed a wrongful-death lawsuit against 28
former members of the fraternity, but settled
with Penn State without filing a lawsuit, their
lawyer said.
Neither the university nor Jim and Evelyn
Piazza and their lawyer, Thomas R. Kline,
would disclose the terms of the financial
settlement with Penn State. They previously
settled with the fraternity, Beta Theta Pi; the
monetary terms of that agreement also were
not disclosed.
As with the Beta Theta Pi agreement, the
settlement with Penn State also includes a
number of non-monetary terms aimed at
making the school safer for other students.
“This leaves the civil suit to focus on
holding accountable the individuals who
planned and participated in the reckless hazing
activities which caused Tim’s death,” Kline
said in a statement Friday. “We expect this
federal lawsuit to result in a trial to determine
the shared responsibility of all those who
contributed to the needless and senseless
tragedy.”
In February 2017, Piazza, a sophomore
engineering major from New Jersey, drank
copious amounts of alcohol at a pledge party
as part of a hazing ritual and later fell down a
flight of stairs. No one called for help for nearly
12 hours, and Piazza later died.
Dozens of fraternity members were charged
in his death, though some of the most serious
charges, including involuntary manslaughter
and aggravated assault, were thrown out in
Centre County Court.
Twenty-three former Beta Theta Pi members
have entered pleas to charges including hazing,
conspiracy to commit hazing, and furnishing
alcohol to minors, Joe Grace, a spokesman for

the Attorney General’s Office, said this month.
Three cases remain open.
Video surveillance from the fraternity
house on the night Piazza was fatally injured
was played in court, showing Piazza and
others moving through a drinking gantlet and
chugging alcohol. The video also showed Piazza
in the early morning staggering and falling in
the fraternity house, dropping to his knees,
clutching his injured head, and no one helping
him.
Among the members named in the lawsuit
are former fraternity President Brendan Young
of Malvern and Daniel Casey of Ronkonkoma,
N.Y., the pledge master.
The federal civil suit also names St. Moritz
Security Systems Inc., which previously
monitored fraternity parties for Penn State’s
Interfraternity Council.
The suit accuses the members of planning
and orchestrating the hazing event that led to
Piazza’s death.
Fraternity members, the suit said,
“negligently, recklessly, and outrageously
forced, coerced, encouraged, or otherwise
caused ... Piazza to consume life-threatening
amounts of alcohol, and caused him to become
intoxicated, fall, and suffer grievous injuries
and death.”
The suit seeks monetary damages from the
defendants. The lawsuit has no relationship to
the defendants’ parents’ assets, Kline said. If
the Piazzas are successful, judgments would be
lodged against the young men and would “need
to be paid with assets that they have now or in
the future.”
Rocco Cipparone Jr., who represents
defendant Michael Bonnatucci of Georgia,
however, said the parents’ homeowner policies
could come into play if they cover negligence of
those who live in the home.
William J. Brennan, who formerly
represented Ems, questioned the impact of
guilty pleas entered by some members.
“Unfortunately, for those who have entered
guilty pleas, there may be collateral effects that

Trump ignites California’s paradigm shift
By John Myers
Los Angeles Times

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Delaine Eastin, the former California schools chief and legislator whose
longshot bid for governor fizzled last year, has been in enough elections to know the difference
between a stormy campaign season and a fundamental shift in the political climate.
Which is why the Democrat told a postelection symposium last week there’s something familiar
about the political moment at hand. The rhetoric of President Donald Trump, she said, reminds her of
when Gov. Pete Wilson championed three conservative ballot measures more than two decades ago.
“They were being poked in the eye by a bully,” Eastin said of young and minority Californians in the
‘90s. “When you look at Trump, what you see is the worst of that, quadrupled.”
Eastin and several political consultants and researchers who spoke at the University of California,
Berkeley event seemed to reach a common conclusion: The Trump legacy could last for years, perhaps
toppling the modern dominance of older, white voters who, until now, were the most likely to show up
on election day.
“I think there’s a new awakening in California that elections actually matter,” said Ace Smith, a
Democratic strategist.
A long-term Trump effect could be a fatal blow to the state’s atrophied Republican Party. Half of
the GOP seats in California’s congressional delegation were lost in November. Its standard bearer,
gubernatorial candidate John Cox, received only 38 percent of the vote against Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom. Republican caucuses in the state Senate and Assembly are now at their lowest levels since
the 19th century. And this was only the midterm election. What happens when the president is on the
ballot next year?
“It’s time to look at another path,” former Assembly GOP leader Kristin Olsen said to those who
believe in traditional Republican principles. She told the Berkeley audience that it’s unclear “if the
(state) party can outlast Donald Trump’s presidency.”
The once-powerful Republican brand, which helped elect all but three governors in the 20th
century, has steadily weakened over the past 25 years, with—Wilson fairly or not—blamed for
embracing the 1994 ballot measure aimed at curbing the costs of illegal immigration. The schism
between Republicans and the state’s rapidly diversifying population widened with the passage of a 1996
statewide ballot measure attacking affirmative action and another in 1998 to limit bilingual education.
A generation of Californians never forgot.
“The political forces that form your opinion when you’re young carry on,” said Mark DiCamillo,
director of the UC Berkeley poll.
California voters raised on the memories of 2018 could carry today’s political views for decades.
And they’re already engaged: People 34 and younger cast ballots at a much higher rate in 2018 than in
previous midterms, according to a new analysis by research firm Political Data.
Perhaps just as consequential are those turned off by the Trump era. Political Data’s report found
a number of young Republicans, generally more reliable voters than their Democratic-leaning peers,
failed to show up in 2018. And broadly speaking, GOP voters in several key congressional races either
didn’t vote or, as political strategist Mike Madrid pointed out, made the once-unthinkable decision to
vote for a Democrat.
The era ushered in by Trump is already sparking intraparty battles over liberal versus centrist
policies. The sage observation by Eastin, who entered politics in 1980, is that uncertainty is
everywhere.
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Jim Piazza speaks about the importance of passing the anti-hazing legislation named after
his son, Timothy Piazza, outside of the Centre County Courthouse on March 23, 2018.
hamper their ability to defend the civil case,”
he said. “I wish them all well, as I do the Piazza
family. This is a tragedy, but not all tragedies
are crimes.”
Cipparone said he doesn’t expect an effect
in his client’s case. Although his client did
plead guilty to several counts of hazing and
conspiracy to commit hazing, none of the
counts directly involved Piazza, he said.
“He had no interaction with Timothy Piazza
that night at all,” Cipparone said.
Under the Piazzas’ agreement with Penn
State, the university will encourage fraternities

to have a non-member, a trained adult, living
in their houses, and to consider installing
security cameras on their premises. The school
pledged to continue to honor its permanent
ban of Beta Theta Pi from campus and even to
change some of the wording of its Greek life
activities, including no longer using “pledge” or
“pledging” on its website, instead saying “new
member” or “new member affiliation activities.”
The settlement also includes a continuation
of changes the university implemented after
Piazza’s death, such as better education and
training on issues such as alcohol and hazing.

By Bianca Padro Ocasio

because Central Florida already has a large Puerto
Rican population, which he though could lead
to an easier adjustment process. But focus group
participants in Orlando reported the opposite:
They experienced hostility from locals — most
notably, from fellow Puerto Ricans.
“What happened in many of these cases was
that older Puerto Ricans rejected these folks,”
Schwartz said. “That didn’t really happen down (in
South Florida). ...Yeah, there are some tensions,
but if you come here and you speak Spanish, you
will probably fit in. That’s not how things went up
in Orlando.”
Evacuees in Central Florida were also more
likely to live in temporary housing at hotels than
those who fled to South Florida, which may have
contributed to post-traumatic stress, he said.
“Especially the ones who were placed in the
hotels in Kissimmee, they were probably the most
traumatized of all, because you take a family of
five people, six people and you stick them in a
hotel room and you tell them that they have six
months to find a place,” he said. “You’re basically
setting these families up to fail.”
The Rev. Jose Rodriguez, an Episcopal pastor
who helped coordinate focus groups for the
study, said that as families have continued to
flee the island’s crippled economy and rampant
criminality, mental health services are lacking.
“It’s taken me off guard that, over a year after
Maria, we’re still dealing with the aftermath,”
Rodriguez said. “Our office is strained, our
resources are strained.”
Schwartz said he hopes additional research on
the Puerto Rican population can improve Florida’s
approach to “disaster migrants.”
“Disaster migration is something that we have
going on all the time in our state, whether it’s a
hurricane, or an earthquake or a civil war or it’s a
bad government,” he said. “It’s not a question of ‘if.’
It’s a question of ‘when.’”

Puerto Ricans who fled hurricane to Central
Florida struggled more than those in S Florida
Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. — Puerto Ricans who moved
to Central Florida after Hurricane Maria had
more difficulties adjusting than those who settled
in South Florida, a study by researchers at the
University of Miami found.
A team from the university’s Miller School of
Medicine surveyed 213 people in the Orlando
and Miami metro areas and on the island, and
conducted focus groups in Florida with 36 people,
to study how fleeing Puerto Rico after the Sept.
20, 2017, storm affected the mental health of
survivors.
Participants in Central Florida reported
having a harder time finding jobs, housing and
transportation. Generally, they felt less welcome
than those who moved to Miami and surrounding
areas. By the time the survey was conducted,
from February to April 2018, many of those who
relocated to South Florida had settled into homes
and begun jobs, the study’s authors said.
The disaster killed nearly 3,000 people on the
island and drove an estimated 30,000 to 50,000 to
Florida. Orange County was their top destination,
followed by Miami-Dade and Osceola.
The evacuees’ responses surprised Seth
Schwartz, a public health sciences professor
and co-author of the study, who said language
appeared to be the biggest obstacle for displaced
families. South Florida has a dominant Spanishspeaking population, while in the Orlando region,
job seekers are more likely to be expected to know
English, he said.
“If you come (to South Florida) and you
don’t speak English, you can still get around,”
Schwartz said. “What we were finding (in Central
Florida) was a completely different experience in
adjusting.”
Schwartz said the results were unexpected
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California gubernatorial candidate Delaine Eastin speaks to the environmental caucus at
the California Democrats State Convention on Feb. 24 in San Diego.

Homes in the Cano Martin Pena communities in San Juan, Puerto Rico are shown
without roofs in August 2018, following Hurricane Maria. According to a survey of those
who moved to Florida after the hurricane, there’s been differences in how well they’ve
adjusted, based on the area of Florida they moved to.
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Immigrant-rights lawyers and journalists denied entry to Mexico
By Kate Linthicum, Cindy Carcamo and Molly O’Toole
Los Angeles Times

Two U.S. immigrant rights attorneys and two journalists who have worked closely with
members of a migrant caravan in Tijuana said they had been denied entry to Mexico in recent
days after their passports were flagged with alerts by an unknown government.
Their stories are nearly identical: All four report being detained by Mexican immigration
authorities while trying to enter the country, and eventually being turned back because the
authorities said their passports had been flagged.
It is unclear which government or governments, if any, might have issued the alerts.
The U.S. State Department declined to comment Friday, and the Homeland Security
Department and Customs and Border Protection did not respond to requests for comment.
The Justice Department directed questions to Mexican officials. Representatives of the Mexican
government did not respond to requests for comment.
The two attorneys who were denied entry into Mexico, Nora Phillips and Erika Pinheiro,
are leaders of Al Otro Lado, a nonprofit group based in Los Angeles and Tijuana that has been
critical of the Trump administration’s immigration policies.
In 2017, the group filed a lawsuit accusing the U.S. Customs and Border Protection agency of
unlawfully depriving asylum seekers access to the U.S. asylum process.
In recent months, Al Otro Lado has sent lawyers to Tijuana to advise members of a Central
American migrant caravan that arrived late last year at the Mexican border city. Some of the
caravan’s members are seeking asylum in the U.S. Al Otro Lado recently partnered with two
members of Congress to escort a group of asylum seekers to the Otay Mesa Port of Entry, where
the group waited overnight until Customs and Border Protection officials agreed to accept the
migrants for processing.
Phillips, the legal and litigation director for Al Otro Lado, said she was detained Thursday
evening after flying to Guadalajara for a planned vacation with her husband and daughter.
Mexican immigration agents scanned her passport and told her it triggered “an alert,” she
said.
Phillips said she was separated from her daughter and husband and escorted into a room in
which Mexican officials peppered her with questions, including about how much money she
was carrying, whether she had weapons training and whether she ever had been arrested or
convicted of a crime.
Her 7-year-old daughter was standing just outside the room and started crying. She was
allowed to join her mother while the pair were detained for nine hours and had to sleep on a
cold floor without food or water, Phillips said. Ultimately, they were turned away and placed on
a flight back to Los Angeles.
At a news conference upon her return at Los Angeles International Airport Friday, Phillips
said Mexican officials insinuated that it wasn’t Mexico that had placed the alert. She believes the
U.S. government is to blame, although she provided no evidence.
Trump administration officials have repeatedly accused immigration attorneys of coaching
migrants to make false asylum claims. In 2017, Attorney General Jeff Sessions criticized what
he called “dirty immigration lawyers who are encouraging their otherwise unlawfully present
clients to make false claims of asylum.”
“I think this is retaliation,” Phillips said. “I think this is because we sued the U.S. government.
I think it’s that we’re pointing out gross, flagrant human rights violations being committed by
the U.S. government, and they don’t like that.”
Pinheiro, the group’s policy and litigation director, said Mexican immigration officials turned
her away under similar circumstances Monday as she sought to cross into Tijuana on foot.
Pinheiro, a U.S. citizen who lives in Tijuana, said she was denied the chance to retrieve her
10-month-old son, who has dual citizenship and was in Tijuana at the time.
Two journalists who covered the migrant caravan and are not associated with Al Otro Lado
described having similar experiences.

Photo: Al Seib/Los Angeles Times/TNS

Nora Phillips, right, is in tears as she is greeted by fellow immigration attorney Helen
Sklar, left, as Phillips arrived at Los Angeles International Airport.

Kitra Cahana, a freelance photographer who holds U.S. and Canadian passports, said she was
denied entry to Mexico twice in recent weeks.
After flying from Detroit to Mexico City on Jan. 17, she said, Mexican immigration agents
detained her at the airport for 13 hours, explaining that her passport had been flagged. She said
one official said that when her passport was scanned, it triggered an Interpol alert. She said the
official told her the alert had been triggered by “the Americans.”
Cahana flew back to the U.S. and later flew to Guatemala, where she tried to enter Mexico
at a port of entry by foot Jan. 26. She said she was detained for about five hours and was again
denied entry.
Cahana, whose work has been published in the New York Times and National Geographic,
spent six weeks in Tijuana this winter photographing the caravan.
She spent some of that time at the border, taking pictures of migrants as they sought to cross a
fence into the U.S. Cahana said she and other photographers present were occasionally harassed
by U.S. Border Patrol agents, who on several occasions took photographs of her and other
journalists who were working on the Mexican side of the border.
Cahana said she also once was stopped by a Mexican police officer, who took a photograph of
her passport.
She is now waiting on the Guatemalan side of the border, still hoping to access Mexico to
continue her work.
“I’m in limbo,” she said. “What kind of list am I on? Who put me on this list? And how many
journalists is this affecting?”
Associated Press photographer Daniel Ochoa, a Spanish citizen, said he was denied entry into
Mexico as he tried to cross into Tijuana from San Diego Jan. 20. He was detained for four hours
before being turned back.
Like Cahana, Ochoa photographed members of the migrant caravan, including those who
sought to cross the border illegally. He said he too had been photographed by Border Patrol
agents and that Mexican police also had taken a photograph of his passport.

Dozen killed in recent Zimbabwe protests
By Antony Sguazzin,
Brian Latham & Pauline Bax
Bloomberg News
HARARE, Zimbabwe — The Zimbabwean military’s move to
end Robert Mugabe’s almost four-decade reign in 2017 sent jubilant
crowds pouring into the streets of the capital hoping for better times
after years of economic stagnation and repression. In the ensuing
months, those dreams have been dashed.
Since Emmerson Mnangagwa, 76, was installed as the new
president, 18 people have been killed during protests, a dozen
of them last week alone in demonstrations over the more than
doubling of fuel prices to the highest in the world, according to the
Zimbabwe Association of Doctors for Human Rights.
“Mnangagwa promised change; nothing has changed,” said
Boniface Tonderai, a 56-year-old vegetable vendor in the capital,
Harare. “Now we aren’t being just chased and beaten, we’re being
shot.”
Gunshot wounds accounted for 78 of the about 360 injuries
during one week this month, the doctors association said. That
compares to fewer than 20 bullet wounds out of 12,500 injuries
during election violence in 2008, said a senior human rights activist,
citing information gathered by the campaigner’s organization. The
activist asked not to be identified for fear of retaliation.
The number of people suffering bullet wounds is the highest since
the massacre of an estimated 20,000 ethnic Ndebele in the 1980s
and exceeds the number injured by gunshots in periodic riots and
election violence in the 1990s.
“The beatings, the torture, the abductions happened under
Mugabe,” Norman Matara, a board member of the doctors’ human
rights association, said after presenting a slide show of photos of
people killed or wounded by gunfire to reporters. “The thing that is
new is the gunshot wounds.”
As he did when six people were shot dead during protests over
his disputed election victory in August, Mnangagwa was quick to
condemn the killings. He canceled his trip to the World Economic
Forum in Davos, where he planned to carry his message of a “new
Zimbabwe” that’s “open for business,” and returned saying that if
necessary, “heads will roll.”
Human-rights monitors say they aren’t confident anyone will be
held to account. No one has been punished after an independent
probe of the August violence headed by former South African

President Kgalema Motlanthe said the use of live ammunition was
unjustified and those responsible should be prosecuted.
“There is a lot of rhetoric about condemning violence,” said Rose
Hanzi, the director of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights. “There
appears to be no political will.”
While the army denied involvement in the shootings, a
spokesman said that any soldiers responsible for them were
“criminal elements.”
“The army is disciplined and professional and as there is no
insurgency in the country, the army isn’t shooting anyone,” said
spokesman Overson Mugwisi. “Citizens should report criminal
activity to the police or even to the Zimbabwe Defence Forces if
they suspect soldiers of criminal activity so criminal elements can be
dealt with swiftly.”
Unrest has spiked in recent months as the economy teeters on
the brink of collapse. A scarcity of foreign currency — Zimbabwe
adopted the U.S. dollar as legal tender in 2009 — has sparked
sporadic shortages of everything from gasoline to bread. Inflation,
at 42 percent, is at its highest since 2008, when the International
Monetary Fund estimates that it reached 500 billion percent.
The protests earlier this month erupted after the southern African
nation’s biggest labor union federation called a three-day stay-away,
sparking the worst rioting since at least 1995.
The difference between now and Mugabe’s time in office, human
rights activists say, is soldiers, or at least people in army uniforms,
are being deployed to deal with the unrest. Mugabe normally sent in
the police.
As the protests spread, Mnangagwa was on a trade mission to
Russia and its neighbors before the planned trip to Davos. He left
former armed forces commander Constantino Chiwenga, who’s his
vice president, to run the country.
“There is a fundamental disconnect between the new warm fuzzy
narrative of President Mnangagwa and the reality,” said Piers Pigou,
International Crisis Group’s senior consultant for southern Africa.
“This reflects certain challenges about who is in charge and whether
President Mnangagwa really is in control of his security forces and
the extent to which he has the backing of his party.”
The constitution says only the president can authorize the
deployment of the military and even then he must consult with the
cabinet and parliament, according to Hanzi. There’s no provision for
an acting president to do so, she said.
For citizens like Tonderai, what’s most concerning is the military
precision of the recent crackdown.
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Zimbabwe’s President Emmerson Mnangagwa, left, and Russia’s President Vladimir Putin at the Moscow Kremlin on Jan.
15. Mnangagwa has condemned recent killings during protests in Zimbabwe, but critics want more action.

Spanish news
agency says 3 of its
reporters arrested
By Chiara Palazzo
DPA

BOGOTA, Colombia —Two Colombians and a Spanish
national working for EFE have been arrested in Caracas,
the Spanish news agency said late Wednesday, hours after
Venezuela’s Foreign Minister claimed that journalists were
entering the country “irregularly.”
“EFE’s Colombian photographer Leonardo Munoz,
missing since Wednesday morning in Caracas, is being
detained by Venezuelan authorities who also arrested his
colleagues, a Spanish man and a Colombian woman,” the
agency said.
According to EFE, Gonzalo Dominguez Loeda and
Mauren Barriga Vargas were arrested at the agency’s
offices by Venezuelan intelligence service Sebin, who told
them that Munoz was being detained by the country’s
Directorate General of Military Counter-intelligence, or
DGCIM.
Colombian Foreign Minister Carlos Holmes Trujillo said
his country rejected the trio’s “arbitrary detention.”
“We demand the immediate release and respect for their
lives,” he added, confirming the names and nationalities
provided by EFE.
The first reports of Munoz and his driver’s
disappearance came as Venezuelan Foreign Minister Jorge
Arreaza tweeted that some foreign journalists had entered
his country “irregularily” and several tried to “access the
presidential palace without accreditation.”
“International media and agencies know that in order to
avoid unnecessary inconveniences, they must complete the
necessary procedures at the consulates, prior to their trip
to the country,” Arreaza wrote.
According to EFE, Munoz entered the country “through
the appropriate migration channels” on Jan. 24.
“The right to find and share news is a human right that
does not know borders,” Venezuela’s national press union,
or SNTP, tweeted in response to Arreaza’s comments.
“Any attempt by a government to limit this right ... is
censorship.”
Arreaza’s tweets also followed reports by the Le Figaro
daily that French journalists Pierre Caillet and Baptiste des
Monstiers were detained Tuesday when they were filming
the presidential palace for broadcaster Tele Monte-Carlo.
According to the SNTP the two Frenchmen had been
detained “illegally” for at least 24 hours as of Wednesday
evening.
In addition, two Chilean journalists were deported on
Wednesday after being detained for 14 hours in Caracas,
according to Chilean Foreign Minister Roberto Ampuero.
Two Venezuelan journalists, who were detained with
them, had already been released.
The beleaguered government of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro has been accused of hampering the work of
the free press amid the deepening crisis in the country.

