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From left to right: Rep. Bob Merski, Sen. Dan Laughlin, Lt. Gov. John Fetterman, Rep. Ryan Bizzarro and Rep. Pat Harkins.

‘High hopes’ for recreational marijuana

Lt. Gov. listening tour makes its way to Erie, Jefferson Educational Society
By Nathan Brennan
Arts Editor

Erie’s Jefferson Educational Society played host on Saturday
to local lawmakers and citizens alike, as part of Pennsylvania
Lt. Gov. John Fetterman’s recreational marijuana “listening
tour.”
Pennsylvania is one of the 33 states where medical marijuana
is already legal. On the other hand, only 10 states, and not
Pennsylvania, have legalized it for recreational use.
Visiting all 67 counties of the state, Fetterman wanted to hear
directly from citizens about possible legalization of recreational
marijuana, while getting a general consensus from all the
counties on which side they lean: for or against legalization.
“What interests me is what you all think about recreational
marijuana,” he explained.
Joining Fetterman were local representatives for Erie County,
including Rep. Bob Merski of the 2nd District, Sen. Dan
Laughlin of the 49th District, Rep. Ryan Bizzarro of the 3rd
District and Rep. Pat Harkins of the 1st District.
All onstage sought, first and foremost, to listen to the
thoughts and concerns of the citizens present. “We are
committed to absolute transparency…there is no agenda,” said
Fetterman.
Laughlin agreed. “I came here today simply to listen and to
learn what people’s views are on this,” he said, adding that he

APSCUF speaks on
presidential search
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

The Edinboro chapter of the Association of
Pennsylvania State College and University Faculties
(APSCUF), hosted a faculty forum on Feb. 12 to discuss
qualities they’re hoping for in the next university
president.
“One of the things that is hard about finding a
president is that there are so many important attributes;
I mean, this person is leading a huge enterprise, this
person is leading our students, our staff, our coaches,
[and] business owners of the region. There are so many
constituents that need to interact with the president
of Edinboro University...It’s a tough process searching
for the right person to fit that position,” said Edinboro
APSCUF president Dr. Marc Sylvester in an interview
after the private meeting.
“We would like this person to have a good reason to
come to Edinboro. [It should be] someone who wants to
invest in us, not someone who is along their career path
and this is a stopping point,” he continued.
It was reported by the American Council of Education
in 2016 that the average tenure of a university president
is six and a half years. Edinboro has endured quite a few
more than that average would bear out.
“We are talking, between interim presidents, and
presidents, seven presidents in the last 12 years. So
obviously, stability is an issue in leadership here. Maybe
the day when a president comes and works at a university
is gone, maybe we’ve passed that era. But seven senior

See APSCUF, A2
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has not yet made up his mind on the issue.
The same was expressed by Merski, who, as a former city
council member, supported the decriminalization of marijuana
and also showed concern for children exposed to marijuana by
adults.
They then opened up the forum to audience members. In the
interest of time, each speaker was kept to a two-minute limit.
Those Opposed
While in the minority, many did express hesitation and
direct opposition to legalizing recreational marijuana.
Joe Kress, a retired policeman, is vehemently against the
proposal. After he described his brother dying at the hands of
a drug user, he went into law enforcement at almost all levels to
try to help remedy the situation. Citing a study regarding high
school dropout numbers and prisons, Kress passed his research
on to the lawmakers on stage for them to consider.
Another man, using the example of Colorado, cited a study
that found accidents doubled because of weed. A member of the
audience disagreed, shouting, “Do you have those numbers?”
He did not say the actual numbers, but continued, adding
that he had concerns that workers may feel compelled to go to
work while high.
An elderly woman and former nurse showed concern for
what can happen to marijuana users who seek more of a high.
“Marijuana is a stepping stone into harder drugs,” she claimed.
Another man, dressed in a red shirt with the words “Obey

Jesus” printed on it, relied not on statistical findings, but the
Bible. He, too, opposed all uses of marijuana.
“I used to be a gangbanger,” he said. “I used to smoke weed,
get high, party… it all started when I smoked weed.”
He opposes legalization not only on religious grounds, but
on the matter of possible financial benefits stemming from it,
stating, “The Bible says, ‘Love of money is the root of all evil.’”
Barb Kuhn, an Erie resident, shared the concern about
money. “Does the means justify the end?” she asked. “Is the
money that important?”
She proceeded to call out Bizzarro by name for his support
of legalization, and ended her comments by saying that if the
only way to get money for the state is through recreational
marijuana, “something is wrong with Pennsylvania.”
Another former police officer also opposed, explaining that
while on the job, he has seen firsthand that regulations, such as
restrictions on alcohol and prescription drugs, are not working.
He went on to say that he’s seen 13 and 14-year-old kids going
to parties to drink alcohol and do drugs, and he further shared
that he has reason to be concerned that this could worsen if
recreational marijuana is legalized.

By Anisa Venner-Johnston

first-generation. In addition, in 2011, Edinboro’s graduation
rate was only at 43 percent. However, first-generation
students at that time graduated at about a 6 percent
lower rate than non-first-generation students. With a low
graduation rate, and a high total population, first generation
students are thus responsible for a sizable portion of
dropout rates.
“The graduation rate gap between first-generation
students and non-first-generation students is slightly above
6 percent,” said Clem, on the consecutive years, 2009-2011.
The newly welcomed program will be aimed
at helping first-generation students finish their
undergraduate degrees, and in turn aimed at fixing
low graduation rates at Edinboro.
Earlier this
month, the
Edinboro “I’m
First!” team sent
out a survey to first
generation freshman at
Edinboro. These surveys were
structured to gather qualitative data
about the needs, priorities, expectations
and experiences of first-year and firstgeneration students.
The survey consisted of several open-ended
questions, like, “what does being a first-generation student
mean to you personally?” And “what are some advantages
and disadvantages of being a first-generation student?”
Of all the students the survey was sent out to, only 12
responded. For those 12, the most commonly used word in
answers was “family.”
Family was not overlooked by the committee. Besides

See Tour, A2

Edinboro unveils ‘I’m First!’ project
Staff Writer

“Neither of my parents graduated from college, so
when I got to campus as a freshman, I’ll admit I was a
little overwhelmed,” said former United States First Lady,
Michelle Obama, in a video for the “I’m First!” project.
“I’m First!” is an initiative that was created by a nonprofit,
Maryland-based organization, the Center for Student
Opportunity (CSO). Since 2013, the organization has
provided online guidance to college-bound students whose
family members have
not received any
post-high-school
higher education.
This program
officially came
to Edinboro on
Friday, Feb. 15, as a
group of university
faculty and staff
gathered — Monica
Clem, Julie Chacona,
Dr. Kathleen Dailey,
Dr. Jim Wertz, Interim
Edinboro University
President Michael
Hannan and more — to
discuss what bringing the
“I’m First!” initiative to EU would look like and where the
school stands in its process to do so.
At the start of the meeting, meeting leader and the
executive director of career development and experiential
learning, Monica Clem, defined what a first-generation
student is. “First generation [student], meaning neither of
your primary caretakers has a post-secondary credential.”
At Edinboro University, about 30 percent of currently
enrolled undergraduate students are actually considered
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Sports
Arts Editor reviews Edinboro
Theatre’s newest production
All showings are in Diebold Center for
the Performing Arts. Read the review,
A6.
Women clinch 10th straight PSAC
berth with win at Gannon, B1.
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Those Undecided
Some members of the audience were
admittedly undecided, citing that they were
reluctant because of the legislation specifics and
how it would deal with certain issues.
Todd Dietrick, a representative of the Sheet
Metal Workers Local Union 12, is leaning in
favor, but only depending on how the bill would
address workers’ compensation.
His company is drug-free, requiring all
incoming workers or apprentices to submit
to a drug test. This applies to their workers’
compensation, which is dependent on whether
they’re still drug free at the time of the accident.
Dietrick would like to see this issue addressed.
Those in Favor
The vast majority of the citizens present
argued for the legalization of recreational
marijuana.
A vegetable grower from North East said she
has many friends with issues, such as PTSD,
arthritis and fibromyalgia, who use marijuana to
ease their pain. “It’s just a plant that benefits a lot
of people,” she said.
Rich Irvine, a member of the Albion Borough
Council and former Albion mayor, argued that
one cannot dismiss the opportunity for more
state revenue. “The money should go where it’s
more important,” he said, naming the heroin
problem and school funding as just a few he
approves of.
Another citizen cited a study which found
that in states where recreational marijuana is
legal, real estate values went up by 15 percent,
while business was better, as well. She continued,
saying that dispensaries give back to the
community by donation. In turn, issues such
as school funding could be helped out. She
noted, however, that more research should be
done regarding effects on the brain before any
legislation is passed.
Paul Dietrich, originally from North East, also
agreed on the matter of funding: “Keeping [the
money] all in Pennsylvania will benefit the state,”
he said.
Many also mentioned that adults, especially
with severe medical issues, could greatly benefit
from legalization.
Dietrich went on to mention his wife, who
is a medical marijuana user. Often expensive,
he hopes that legalizing recreational marijuana
could bring medical prices down.
Another concern that those who support
legalization refuted was the concept of
marijuana’s effects on the human brain.
An Erie citizen, 65 years old, has smoked

marijuana for 50 years. To the delight of the
crowd, he said, “My brain is not messed up, and
I haven’t wanted to kill anything except for a bag
of Cheetos.”
He also directly addressed the concern about
marijuana possibly being a “gateway drug,”
saying that he never wanted to do any of the
“crazy” stuff like heroin and opiates.
In fact, many mentioned that where the “other
stuff” failed to work, marijuana did.
For instance, a steel worker, who said that
other drugs such as opioids didn’t work, was able
to go back to work after taking marijuana for her
pain. Similarly, an elderly man also said that his
only relief from years of constant pain has been
marijuana.
Another citizen argued that legalization could
right society’s wrongs. Echoing the sentiments
of the center’s namesake, the owner of local
Erie business Fat Lenny’s cited the words of
Thomas Jefferson: “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”
He would then call out those concerned about
children. “Parents: be parents. Get involved in
your kids’ lives,” he said, while maintaining that
this could help prevent children from taking in
bad influences.
He then added, “The best anti-drugs are hope,
opportunity and purpose. These are not offered
in jail.”
Indeed, another issue brought up was the fate
of those who are or were previously in jail on
charges of possession of marijuana.
Many brought up the possibility of the
legislation expunging the records of non-violent
offenders if it’s passed.
One such non-violent offender was present
in the forum, who said that at 20 years of age,
he was prosecuted for possession and now has
a criminal record. As a result, he has had great
difficulty finding work. If legislation is passed, he
said he wants to be able to find work again and
see the benefits of recreational marijuana spread
out for everyone via residential growing licenses.
The Consensus
After about 90 minutes of audience input,
Fetterman brought the forum to a close with a
show of hands: In an overwhelming majority,
most of the room raised their hands in support of
legalizing recreational marijuana, while a group
of those who disagreed raised their hands in
opposition.
While there was certainly disagreement
among those in the crowd, the goal of the
forum was accomplished. In Fetterman’s words,
“We’re here for a civil, open exchange between
viewpoints.” This was the case.
The listening tour will continue in Clearfield
County today and Juniata County on Sunday,
Feb. 24.
Nathan Brennan | @edinboronow
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leaders in 12 years? The university just
can’t function properly with that amount of
transition,” said Sylvester.
As was reported in The Spectator’s
article on the presidential prospectus,
released Feb. 4, the university has gone
through many changes in the last 12 years,
with enrollment, retention and finances
being focuses in the prospectus.
“I think that our three permanent
presidents, being Brown, Wollman and
Walker, all three of them were first-time
presidents,” said Sylvester, in addressing
reasons why he believes that stability has
been an issue at Edinboro.
Jeremy D. Brown, who served at
Edinboro for four years, was previously
provost and vice president for academic
affairs at State University of New York,
Canton. Julie Wollman, who served
Edinboro for four and a half years, and
was the longest serving president since
Frank G. Pogue, was previously the vice
president for academic affairs at Wheelock
College. And H. Fred Walker, who served
Edinboro for a little less than two years,
was previously the dean of the College
of Applied Science and Technology at
Rochester Institute of Technology.
Edinboro, however, is not the only local
institution dealing with issues of stability.
The Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education (PASSHE), as a whole, has seen
an increase in the number of presidential
searches across the system, and as a
result has taken an interest in studying
why this is the case. PASSHE conducted
a strategic review of the state system in
2017, titled “Strategic Review: Findings
and Recommendations.” A portion of
the review was dedicated to studying the
longevity of presidents across all state
schools, while analyzing how to recruit
and retain presidents in the long term.
According to TribLive, a Pittsburgh news
publication, in the last few years, 12 of
the 14 state universities have undergone
presidential searches, costing $1.5 million.

The study recommended the following
on the topic: “Improving the state
system’s ability to attract and retain
presidents by positioning the state system
presidencies as an attractive destination
for candidates seeking to lead studentand teaching-focused institutions. This
would require ensuring that the state
system’s presidencies compare favorably
with their AASCU peers on compensation,
opportunities to be granted tenure, and
other dimensions.”
Discussing further recommendations,
it said: “Greatly expanding its role in
providing system-wide professional
development and facilitating crossinstitutional learning and problem
solving. Such efforts should include a deep
orientation to incoming presidents that
explicitly addresses important features of
and lessons drawn from working within
the state system’s collective bargaining
environment.”
Longevity is not the only attribute
APSCUF is looking for in Edinboro’s next
president though.
“We talked about somebody who has a
proven track record of shared governance,”
Sylvester said.
Shared governance is a technical term
used in academic discourse to describe
the ability of an institution to foster
collaboration between all stakeholders
(students, faculty, staff, etc.).
“Another thing we talked about is
somebody who doesn’t want to come here
and change us; we are an institution with
great history, we’re proud of who we are,
and I think we would like a president who
comes in and finds our strengths, and finds
ways to champion us for our strengths,
understands our weaknesses, and helps us
work through them, but doesn’t exploit us
for those weaknesses,” Sylvester said.
The presidential search committee hopes
to inaugurate Edinboro University’s next
president no later than May 1 of this year.
APSCUF will meet with candidates for
the position when the presidential search
committee conducts on-campus interviews.
Shayma Musa
@edinboronow

WE SOLVE PROBLEMS
EXPERIENCED ATTORNEYS DEFENDING:

• DUI / DRUNK DRIVING
• UNDERAGE DRINKING
• CRIMINAL CHARGES

www.DUILawyerPA.com

Scan this code with your smartphone or tablet to learn more about our firm

FREE CONSULTATION
Grant C. Travis
Attorney At Law

TRIAL LAWYERS

www.DUILawyerPA.com

OFFICES IN
EDINBORO, ERIE,
AND WARREN

734-6076

CAR ACCIDENTS, INJURIES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
WRONGFUL DEATH
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
PREMISES LIABILITY
PRODUCT LIABILITY

734-6076

www.TheTravisLawFirm.net
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE! • FREE CONSULTATION

Scan this code with your
smartphone or tablet to
learn more about our firm

News

eupnews.spectator@gmail.com - Volume 118 | Issue 18 - EdinboroNow.com - (814) 732-2266

Thursday, February 21, 2019

Project
From A1
working with prospective first-generation
students and current first-generation
students, there will be a resource guide
provided to parents who are also navigating
a new system.
The guide will provide parents with
information about the Family Education
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), the
school year calendar, with an emphasis
on important dates (the first day and
finals week, among others), and how to
get in contact with financial aid to better
understand the scholarship and grant
processes.
“This initiative came from a number
of places,” said Associate Dean Dr. Jim
Wertz. “As a faculty member talking
to students, both first-generation and
otherwise, but specifically first-generation,
you learn that…there is this additional
tension sometimes between your family’s
expectations and [them] understanding
what your obligations and schedule are as a
student.”
As the “I’m First!” program continues to
formulate at Edinboro, it will aim to expand
the benefits from a source of navigation
and counseling provided solely online, to
providing scholarships and expanding to
in-person counseling to students who meet
a set of qualifications.
This merit and need based scholarship
will award students with $8,000 over the
course of four years. Students will have to
maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA,
must be first-generation and be full-time
enrolled. A preference will be given to
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Pennsylvania residents, who, according
to the Edinboro fact sheet, make up 82.5
percent of the undergraduate population at
Edinboro.
The money for these scholarships will
be coming from donors, pledging to give
money to a first-generation student in an
undergraduate program of their choosing.
The fundraising for this program will
begin this spring, with Edinboro’s director
of development, Julie Chacona, at the
forefront.
“No longer do donors just call and want
to send a check in and say: ‘Do what you
want with it.’ Transformational giving is
really investing in an organization,” said
Chacona. “In the (Pennsylvania) state
system, only West Chester and Cal U
(California University of Pennsylvania),
right now, have very early stages of this
type of fundraising initiative. I don’t think
they have the team in place that we have
yet, so I’m very confident we can move it
forward in a way that we will be a model for
PASSHE.”
There is no launch date set for the
program, but subcommittees are set to meet
on March 1.
“I was a first-generation student,” said
Hannan, the interim president. “I think
that it is really important for us to make
first-generation students feel welcomed and
[feel] that they have made a good choice in
coming to Edinboro, because [here] they
are going to get the support that they need.”
Anisa Venner-Johnston
@edinboronow
Contributed Graphic

School readjusts parking decal requirements
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

In an email sent out Feb. 15, Edinboro
University announced changes in on-campus
parking. According to the message, the
following changes are effective immediately:
Students with valid student parking
permits (acquired from campus police), can
park in any student lot, regardless of their
decal designation (resident, commuter or
McComb). The change means that students
who live in nearby off-campus housing can
also park in these lots. They were previously
restricted to parking in the McComb

Fieldhouse lot, the Towers South lot and the
Lake Front lot.
To obtain a parking decal from the police
department, students must first register their
vehicle by going though MyEdinboro and
clicking on the parking decal icon; the decal
can then be picked up and paid for at the
campus police department one hour after
online registration.
The university hopes these changes
will convenience students as they are
implemented.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

Edinboro University hosts
regional scholastic competition
By Lucas Hershelman
Staff Writer

Over 100 high school
students visited Edinboro
University Friday and Saturday
for the 2019 Academic
Decathlon Western Regional
Competition.
The students, often
preparing for months in
advance, squared off in a series
of 10 scholastic events, which
consisted of interviewing,
essay writing, speeches, exams
and the Super Quiz. Students
were tested in art, economics,
literature, mathematics, music,
science and social science.
Before the event started,
Dr. Melissa Gibson, faculty
member in Edinboro’s
Communication, Journalism,
and Media Department, who
also helped organize the event,
stated, “Edinboro University

is honored to be hosting this
year’s competition…Our
faculty, staff, students and
alumni have volunteered to
be judges, and the campus is
ready to host these talented
young people.”
The two-day competition
took place in two different
locations: on Friday, at
12:20 p.m., it was in the
multipurpose room of Frank
G. Pogue Student Center; and
on Saturday, it was in Louis C.
Cole Auditorium.
This year’s theme of the
academic decathlon was “The
1960s: A Transformational
Decade.”
Schools that attended in
the competition included
Clarion-Limestone
High School, Northwest
Pennsylvania Collegiate
Academy, Commodore Perry
High School, Corry Area

High School, Meadville Area
Senior High School, Moniteau
Junior-Senior High School,
McDowell Senior High School,
North Clarion High School,
Northwestern Senior High
School, Reynolds JuniorSenior High School and Seneca
Valley Senior High School.
On March 15-16, the top
seventeen contestants advance
to the state championship in
Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
Seneca Valley High School
of Cranberry township placed
first out of the 14 high schools
in attendance, and will be
going to Carlisle.
For more information
regarding the competition,
visit https://eriesd.org/asl or
contact Gibson at mgibson@
edinboro.edu.
Lucas Hershelman
@edinboronow

Edinboro calls for applicants
for its business academy
By Lucas Hershelman
Staff Writer

‘Crossroads’ dinor for sale

Photo: Ben McCullough

Edinboro’s “Crossroads” diner is currently listed for sale on Howard Hannah’s real
estate website. It has been closed since the beginning of the spring semester. The
current asking price is $1.5 million. The listing states that the sale price comes with
“furniture, fixtures, equipment, liquor license, and real estate.” It also states that the
building is in “very good condition.” Check out next week’s issue for an additional
story on the property and former ‘Boro restaurant.

According to a university e-mail, Edinboro
will once again welcome high school
students all over the U.S. to campus for their
summer business academy.
The academy will take place from June
9-13 and for all students entering grades
10-12. The event is arranged by Edinboro’s
school of business and is held on the main
campus.
To cover the cost for each participant,
scholarships are available through the
academy’s benefactors, AT&T executive and
Edinboro alumnus Xavier Williams (’89) and
his wife, Tina.
The academy aims to give students
business experience through intense
seminars that focus on team building,
business strategy, management, finance,
marketing, problem solving and financial
planning for college. During the academy,
students will have access to the business
school and those in local business.
“This program has served more than
100 students from over 50 schools in the
last six years,” said Dr. Scott Miller, dean
of Edinboro’s school of business. “Students
learn about business networking and
present business plans at the end of the
week to a panel of judges from the business
community.”
The primary objective of the camp is for
students to work in groups and construct

a product or service that solves a common
problem in society. Each team is responsible
for creating their own building and
marketing plan for the product or service.
At the end of the academy, students must
present their product in a venture capitalstyle presentation to a group of judges
consisting of both Edinboro faculty and
regional business men and women.
To be considered for the Xavier and Tina
Williams Summer Youth Business Academy,
students are required to apply by March
22 and must be nominated by a teacher or
guidance counselor.
The student application form and link to
the teacher and counselor recommendation
can be found at edinboro.edu/
businessacademy.
Previous participants of the Summer
Youth Business Academy are welcomed
to partake in the newly formed Fellows
Program.
The Fellows Program aims to strengthen
the leadership skills of participating
students, by providing academy coaches as
mentors.
Applications for the Fellows program can
be found at bit.ly/SYBAFellow.
For further information about the
business academy, contact Dawn Dillen or
Kim Zimmer at (814) 732-2460.
Lucas Hershelman
@edinboronow
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One of Allison DiPofi’s art pieces on display in Bates Gallery from Feb. 11-15.

‘Frog Dreams’ shares the magic

Photos: Jamie Heinrich

Sydney Moore, senior fine arts major, works on her craft with her newest piece.

Painting with memories

Bates Gallery’s latest student exhibition saw the culmination of two years of hard work for an
Edinboro student.
Allison DiPofi hosted her solo exhibition, “Frog Dream,” from Feb. 11-15.
DiPofi had this to say about her inspiration for her works:
“The title ‘Frog Dream’ comes from my childhood fondness for frogs, kindling an energy that
lives in my heart and being. That’s what the essence of my show was based off of: love. Feeling. All
the good and bad parts of just being a person. My exhibition consists of painting, printmaking and
collaged soft fiber materials. Through these different mediums, I explore poetic narrations of my
everyday experiences and feelings, such as symbolic objects of importance to myself — patterns
and layering — much like how love and growing up is. These personal illustrative works were all
tied together through murals, sculptures and found objects to interact with the space. My goal was
to create a special dreamy place, and share a bit of magic with everyone that entered.”

Senior fine arts major takes inspiration from faith
By Jamie Heinrich
Staff Writer

Every precise brush stroke brings Sydney
Moore closer to her finished creation. The
colors on the canvas in front of her have
taken shape to show a Mexican street, and it
makes one forget about the chilly Edinboro
air — just for a moment. This one, like her
other pieces, has Moore hoping to evoke
childhood memories from anyone who views
her art.
As a senior fine arts major with a
concentration in painting, a minor in Spanish
and a minor in art history, Moore is a very
busy woman. However, in everything she
does, she tries to give it her full attention. She
tries to be conscientious in every aspect of
her art.
Those who view Moore’s work can see the
meticulous thought that has gone into every
flick of a brush or scrape of a palette knife.
Her preferred medium is oil paint on wooden
panel.
Stylistically, Moore explains, “I like to
focus on not trying to make my paintings
photorealistic, but [to] have a painterly sense
to it. So, [I aim to] have a sense of markmaking, by the paintbrush or the palette
knife and having at least one figure in the
composition.”
Moore looks up to artists such as Nicolas
Uribe and Nicolas Sanchez. They are fellow
artists who both draw and paint, while
working mostly with figure. “I admire the
way that they use mark making in their
paintings, as well as terrestrial marks in their
drawings, and how they are able to accurately
depict things without making their focus
photorealistic.”
Recently, Moore’s painting, “Brothers,”

was featured in the Painting and Drawing
Club’s show in Bates Gallery. “Brothers” is her
favorite piece to date.
“I am most proud of it because it most
accurately shows what I am focusing on
right now as an artist, conceptually and
aesthetically.”
Much of the inspiration behind Moore’s
art has been traveling inside and outside the
United States. She enjoyed observing the
things around her and wanted to articulate
them artistically.
“Since I was young, I wanted to have a way
to express what I was observing in a way that
wasn’t just taking a picture. Also my faith
(Christianity) is a big part of what goes into
my artwork. I like to work in parts of my
spiritual life without having it hit you over
the head.”
Over the past summer, Moore spent
two weeks at Bethel Church in Reading,
California, in a program called WorshipU. It’s
a school based on worship, while focusing on
anything such as singing, dancing, playing
the drums or being a visual artist.
“I went there focusing on my visual arts,
as well as musically and vocally (expressing
herself through worship). So, while I was
there, I took classes on how to technically
get better as an artist, as well as a singer and
musician. And also, [I] took classes on how to
incorporate creativity into my spiritual life.”
When she graduates in December 2019,
Moore said: “I don’t have a clear path on
what I’m doing after I graduate, but I know
that I can’t see myself do anything else but
fine arts. I want to work in either a Christian
organization or a church doing creative arts:
musically, artistically or both.”
Jamie Heinrich | @edinboronow

“Putting this show together took so much strength, time and love. Oh, and naps. The last two
years of creating this body of work have been a journey, a big step in exploration of self-discovery
and confidence. I want to thank my family, friends and supportive classmates and faculty for
all the positivity I have received. As well as an immensely huge thank you to the love of my life,
Broderick McGarvey, who helped me with my vision and putting this show together, as well. This
experience with you was surreal. From every corner of my heart, I am overjoyed and appreciative.”
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Review: Girlpool and
Mavis Staples ‘Live’
Staff

The Philadelphia Inquirer

‘Three Cheers for Sweet Revenge’
by My Chemical Romance
By Syd Dundon
Staff Writer

When I was in middle school, being
sad was not just a fashion trend or a
mood. Being sad was a lifestyle. This
sadness, better described as “emo,” was
like a cloak of darkness that cushioned
me from the outside world. For once, I
had found my spot within the shadows
that was the punk rock subculture
ringing through my head. Of course,
these aforementioned dramatics were
only endorsed by what some would call
the pinnacle of emo —“Three Cheers
for Sweet Revenge” by My Chemical
Romance.
“Three Cheers for Sweet Revenge”
changed my life. From the minute
I plugged in my headphones, I
was hooked. I didn’t understand
how Gerard Way could instantly
understand my feelings of angst and
self-loathing, but I knew that I needed
more and more and more. Track by
track, I found the sweet spot of music
that I had been missing. Every note,
strum, and breakdown made sense in
my brain.
My favorite track off the album will

always be “Thank You For the Venom,”
and the song remains a personal
favorite of mine to this day. I was an
athlete in high school and without fail,
when I needed a pump-up or a burst of
energy at a swim meet, “Thank You For
The Venom” was there to accommodate
those desires. My favorite line from the
song is when it states, “You’re running
after something that you’ll never
kill.” That line, in a way, made me feel
invincible, despite the fact that when I
stepped up to the block I was probably
going to lose.
In a weird way, “Three Cheers for
Sweet Revenge” shaped a lot of who
I am today. The album endorsed
some of my sadness and pain but, in
a weird way, I liked it. And when I
listen to the record today, the music
possesses the same effect that it had
when I first plugged in — a raw sense
of honesty that I had never felt before.
Acknowledgment that not everything
had to be perfect or beautiful.
To this day, I still start every
morning with “I’m Not Okay (I
Promise)” because part of me will
never want to let go of a time in my life
where I felt happy to be angry.

Perhaps the biggest way that
“Three Cheers for Sweet Revenge”
has inf luenced me is in the album’s
ideas. First and foremost: stay angry.
But also don’t settle for things and
hold others accountable. The world
around us would never change if it
wasn’t full of angry punk rock kids.
The second thing the record taught
me was that sometimes you need to be
sad, and that’s OK. Emotions should
be a spectrum (part of the human
experience is the entire emotional
spectrum) and only being happy, in
a way, is psycho. Lastly, and most
importantly in my opinion, sometimes
you need to give into things, stop
fighting, and let yourself fully dive into
something, no questions asked. You’ll
never know what you learn about
yourself until you’re in your rawest and
purest form.
In short, stay angry, keep
questioning authority, embrace your
emotions, and most importantly listen
to “Three Cheers for Sweet Revenge”
by My Chemical Romance.
Sydney Dundon | @edinboronow
Graphic: Jalil Robinson

Girlpool
“What Chaos Is
Imaginary”
Girlpool may never
sound more urgent
than on their 15-minute
eponymous 2014 debut EP.
It hinted at a folk-punk that
members Cleo Tucker and
Harmony Tividad quickly
outgrew. The transitional
“Powerplant” in 2017 took
left turns both in the folk
regard (the bouncy “Corner
Store”) and the punk one
(“Soup” f lirts with metal).
Their fourth offering is
something else altogether.
Tucker has since come out
as trans, with a deepened
vocal register here suited
to the band’s new mastery
of Elliott Smith’s chord
changes on “Hire” and the
mesmerizing, drumless
“All Blacked Out.” The
riff construction on the
opening “Lucy’s” is all
his own, however, and
Tividad’s soprano has a
more desolate edge on
stunners like the organand-drum-machine title
epic that pops out a bouquet
of strings as it swells to five
and a half minutes. More
than on any other Girlpool
release, the two carve out
showcases for themselves,
which makes the moments
where they come together
all the more climactic.
— Dan Weiss

Mavis Staples
“Live in London”
“I’m 34,” Mavis Staples
jokes after being serenaded
with “Happy Birthday” by
her London audience. But
she adds: “It just ain’t no
stopping me, is it”?
Apparently not. The
79-year-old gospel-soul
matriarch sounds as
robust as ever on these
performances recorded in
July. Accompanied by just
her usual top-notch guitarbass-drums combo and
two backup singers, Staples
ranges from her Staple
Singers days up to her recent
work with Jeff Tweedy, and
includes selections by the
Talking Heads and George
Clinton. She’s soothingly
reassuring on Tweedy’s
“You Are Not Alone” and
playfully seductive on Curtis
Mayfield’s “Let’s Do It
Again.” Most often, though,
she summons a preacherly
righteousness, as on “What
You Gonna Do,” by her
late father, Roebuck “Pops”
Staples.
On “No Time for Cryin’,”
which she co-wrote with
Tweedy, Staples observes,
“It’s a mean old world we’re
living in.” But just as in the
battle for civil rights in the
1960s, she embraces the
challenge of making that
world better with infectious,
undying conviction: “We got
work to do.”
— Nick Cristiano

New video evidence surfaces of Kelly Clarkson returns with a new album
By Allison Stewart
alleged child predator R. Kelly
Chicago Tribune

By Peter Sblendorio
New York Daily News

Michael Avenatti claims he provided video to law enforcement that he says shows R. Kelly
engaging in sexual acts with an underage girl.
The lawyer said in a statement Thursday that the video is “not the same evidence previously seen
and used in connection with the prior criminal matter in which Mr. Kelly was charged.”
“Included in the evidence we recently uncovered and recovered is a VHS videotape of Mr. Kelly
engaging in multiple sexual assaults of a girl underage,” Avenatti’s statement continues. “This
tape, which is clear, is approximately 45 minutes in length and has never previously been publicly
disclosed or, until recently, provided to law enforcement.”
The existence of the tape was also confirmed by CNN, which reported that a man appearing to
be Kelly is in the video.
Avenatti and CNN did not say how old the female who appears in the tape is, but CNN reports
both she and the man refer to her “14-year-old p _ -y” in the video.
The video also shows the man asking the female to urinate, and shows him urinating on her,
according to CNN.
Kelly’s lawyer said Thursday that he is not aware of any new developments involving the R&B
singer.
“We are unaware of any new information involving Mr. Kelly,” Steve Greenberg told CNN. “We
have not been contacted by anyone. We have not been informed about any new information by
anyone and we have not been contacted by law enforcement.”
Avenatti said in his statement that he has given the video to Cook County (Chicago) State’s
Attorney Kim Foxx.
A rep for the state’s Attorney’s Office told CNN that they “cannot confirm or deny an
investigation.”
Avenatti also claimed that the “time frame of the sexual assaults depicted in the video is within
the Illinois statute of limitations.” The attorney said his office had been retained by “multiple clients
in connection with allegations of sexual assault of minors” against R. Kelly in April 2018.
An unidentified senior official told Jim DeRogatis of The New Yorker that the video could lead
to Kelly being indicted soon.
Kelly, 52, has been accused of sexual misconduct by multiple women. The allegations against
him include claims he had sexual interaction with underage girls.
He was acquitted of child pornography charges in 2008 after being accused in 2002 of appearing
in a sex tape with a minor. He has also been accused of marrying the late singer Aaliyah during the
mid-1990s, when she was 15.
The “I Believe I Can Fly” artist—real name Robert Kelly—has been accused in recent years of
controlling the lives of multiple women at his homes.
Kelly has denied all allegations against him.
Authorities in multiple states have looked into claims made against Kelly.
Amid the accusations, protesters have called for the end of Kelly’s career using the hashtag
#MuteRKelly.

When Kelly Clarkson released “Meaning
of Life,” the nostalgic pop-soul record that
reinvigorated her career, she had a good
feeling about it. “I felt it was going to be a big
life change,” Clarkson says, in a phone call. “I
just didn’t know how.”
Clarkson was the first “American Idol”
winner, and, arguably, the show’s greatest
success story. Although her career never
flagged, exactly, by the time “Meaning of
Life” arrived in the fall of 2017, she was ready
for something new.
The album’s success, in conjunction with
her growing visibility as a coach on “The
Voice,” led to “The Kelly Clarkson Show,” a
vaguely “Ellen”-like, variety-style daytime
talk show that will launch in September.
Until then, she’s promoting her role in the
upcoming animated film “UglyDolls,” and
her ongoing tour.
The following are excerpts from that
conversation:
SHE DOESN’T FEEL CONFLICTED
ABOUT WORKING MOTHERHOOD
My mom was single for a portion of my
life, so I always had a mom that worked
really hard, I understood that at a young
age. I didn’t feel abandoned. I knew she had
to work, she had to pay our bills, and it was
important to her. I’m not the mom with a
ton of guilt about that. I have a pretty good
balance, I feel, like, super blessed in that
area. I don’t feel like I have to really give
up anything, because we have a super great
support system, and two nannies that help
us out when I literally can’t be there because
I’m onstage. My husband manages me, so
normally if I’m working, he’s working.
HER NEW TALK SHOW WILL
SHOWCASE, BUT ALSO REIN IN HER
NATURAL CHATTINESS
We shot the pilot and I was like, “This is
really fun.” Honestly, I was terrified at first.
I was like, “This might be a horrible idea.”
... I definitely don’t have a problem (making
conversation), but my problem is it has to
be quick. I don’t do synopsis super well. I
like investing in something wholeheartedly,
even my friendships. I don’t do acquaintance
super well. I like full-blown relationships.
SHE’LL HAVE TO DO HOMEWORK ON
HER CELEBRITY GUESTS
I don’t follow pop culture as well as the
average human. I don’t know when people
get married or get divorced—I’m not usually
the first person to know that, so I definitely

have to have a stellar team that keeps me up
to date. The last thing I’d ever want someone
to feel is that I don’t (care). I want them to
know that I care about what they’re doing,
and it’s valid and of worth. It probably stems
from Childhood Issues 101, but I definitely
will do my homework.
She doesn’t worry she might say something
to jeopardize the natural affection people feel
for her
I had people in my life that worried about
things I say, but I’ve never been that person. I
don’t feel like I’ve ever been mean-spirited or
unkind about something. Anything I’ve said
needs to be said in that moment.
SHE’S USUALLY PRETTY CONFIDENT
IN GENERAL
Once I survived the gauntlet of junior high
I became pretty confident, because I started
singing, and that gave me a huge amount
of confidence. People telling you you’re
really good at something can turn a kid’s life
around. It comes from kind of a sad place,
but when people that are supposed to love
and support you the most, when they let you
down in such a monumental way, nothing
can really hurt your feelings. ... I think
because I don’t derive validation or worth
from others—if you put your worth and
value into things that really matter to you,
that’s where confidence comes from.
MOTHERHOOD (CLARKSON HAS
TWO YOUNG CHILDREN, AND TWO
STEPCHILDREN) HAS AMPLIFIED
THAT
It’s a different confidence being a mom.
Not that you have to become a mom (to be
confident), because that would be stupid.
I wasn’t a mom for years, and I felt very
confident. But becoming a mom, it really
does weed out the bull. You’re like, I really
don’t have time. We’ve got four kids, I’ve got,
like, four jobs. There’s not a lot of time for
silliness.
PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THAT SHE’S
THE SAME AS THEM, ANYWAY
At the end of the day we all want to be
loved, we want to find someone to love. I
don’t feel uncomfortable saying how I feel
most of the time, because I don’t think I’m
alone in that. From “Idol,” people would say,
“You’re a part of our family,” or, “We voted
for the girl next door.” And I would say, “I
kind of am, probably. I’m no different than
you.” I lucked out. I am a hard worker, but I
know plenty of people who worked very hard
to get where I am, and they don’t get there.
It’s just the aligning of the stars at some
point. I’m no different.

The Arts
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The ‘stage door slasher’ brandishes a razor, ready to go in for the kill.

Photo: Nathan Brennan

Eddie McCuen (Mason Kuhr) connects the dots while others listen in.

Review: ‘Musical Comedy Murders’ makes a killing
By Nathan Brennan
Arts Editor

This February, Diebold is asking: “Who is the Stage Door
Slasher?”
This question was answered in hilarious fashion in the
Edinboro University theatre program’s latest show, “The
Musical Comedy Murders of 1940.”
The show’s description, per their Facebook page, reads:
“The creative team behind a recent Broadway flop (in which
three chorus girls were mysteriously murdered) assemble for
a backer’s audition of their new show at the Westchester estate
of a wealthy eccentric. As the composer, lyricist, actors and

director prepare their performance, and a blizzard cuts off
any possible retreat, bodies start to drop, knives spring out of
nowhere and accusing fingers point in all directions in this
comedic thriller by John Bishop.”
A “comedic thriller” is an accurate description, and the cast
certainly delivered.
Under the stellar direction of Torie Witherow, the ensemble
cast members were natural storytellers. With energy and vigor,
the actors guided the audience through the twists, turns and all
the laughs along the way. Not only that, but the actors seemed
comfortable and confident in their respective roles, which left
room for everyone to shine in their own unique way.
However, there were some standout performers in the group.
Mikhail Ferree, who played the “Irish Tenor” Patrick
O’Reilly, walked the stage with poise and had fantastic accents
to back it up.
Mason Kuhr played comedian Eddie McCuen. With a
friendly demeanor and expert comedic timing, he especially
stood out in the ensemble cast.
Livia Homerski, meanwhile, played maid Helsa Wenzel. She
put on an impressive performance with her top-notch facial
expressions and spot-on German accent.
During the performance, there were unfortunate instances
where props were missing or perhaps didn’t work as they
were intended; however, the show was still in previews at the
time this article was being written, so these issues were likely
remedied between then and their opening night.
On the plus side, something this cast excelled at, even in
previews, was their facial expressions. An often-overlooked
facet of theatre is acting without dialogue. While the actors

delivering their lines play an important role, it adds a great
deal when all characters onstage are aware and engaged. This
cast, on that point, did not disappoint; in fact, some of the
funniest parts were genuinely great and believable reactions
to the other characters, which can sometimes be difficult to
accomplish. Characters visibly reacted to what others were
saying, either with a nod of agreement or a random action that
just made the scene stand out.
For instance, O’Reilly, played by Ferree, indulged himself
in an appetizer off of a serving tray (which happened to be
a Reese’s peanut butter cup). Upon eating it, his delight was
evident as he displayed a big grin. At another point, while just
a small group were talking, the rest of the actors onstage were
carrying on their own “conversations” in the background,
some even horsing around and telling jokes with each other.
This enhanced the performance and gave it great depth.
Overall, “The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940” is
a delight, from beginning to end. With an all-around,
consistently-talented cast, come ready to laugh and have a
great time.
If you missed out on opening weekend, you still have a
chance to catch the show from Feb. 21-23 at 7:30 p.m., and on
Feb. 24 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $3 for EU students, $5 for EU
staff and faculty, non-EU students and senior citizens, and $10
for general admission.
Nathan Brennan | ae.spectator@gmail.com
Disclosure: Mason Kuhr is a page and graphic designer on
The Spectator’s staff. Livia Homerski is the music editor for The
Spectator.

Movie review: ‘Donnybrook’ is an
intense, visceral tone poem
By Katie Walsh

Tribune News Service
Writer/director Tim Sutton’s “Donnybrook” opens with a strange trio on
a strange trip. A young man (Jamie Bell) and a young woman (Margaret
Qualley) make their way down a misty river on a boat piloted by an older man.
Where they’re going, they need an entrance fee. How’d he get it? “The only way
I know how.”
In this adaptation of Frank Bill’s novel, the only way Jarhead Earl (Bell)
knows how to accrue enough cash to fill a plastic grocery bag is armed
robbery, the first moment of violence that sets the tone for his odyssey in
this bruiser. He needs the cash for his entrance fee to the Donnybrook, an
underground brawl around which the details remain murky until we’re thrust
into the center of it. The winner of the Donnybrook takes home a hefty purse.
Earl needs that money and that money is what drives Earl’s every punch.
After he retrieves his wife and kids from the clutches of sibling methcooking duo Delia (Qualley) and Chainsaw Angus (Frank Grillo), the chase
is on. Earl makes his way, dragging his sick wife and plucky kids with him.
Chainsaw gives pursuit, with law enforcement following the trail of bodies
he and Delia leave in their wake. There are pit stops and pitfalls during this
journey, in a plot that loops around and in on itself, with a script that doesn’t
care to tell you too much about who these people are, beyond a few crumbs.
We know Earl is a veteran, and that Delia is not so much an accomplice of her
brother, but his miserably abused hostage.
The greatest strength of the lyrical, meandering “Donnybrook” is the cast.
The actors melt and disappear into the characters, communicating with few
words. Subtext and emotion is read through their bodies and eyes, through a
scowl, a swing or a smile. Bell is transformed as a man who is feral yet noble,
simultaneously a protector and a killer. Grillo brings a seductive slickness to
the terrifying psychopath Chainsaw, who grows more ominous as he makes his
way across the landscape, moving closer and closer to his prey. James Badge
Dale is committed but just this shy of showboating as Whalen, a cop on the
hunt of the trail of violence, but too caught up in the druggy underworld to see
anything clearly.
The truly surprising and illuminating performance belongs to Qualley,
however. She plays the indubitably traumatized Delia as if she’s almost in a
daze, sleepwalking through life, just trying to survive with an eerie half-smile
on her face, her behavior erratic at best. We can guess at what the men want,
what they’re moving toward, but you can’t ever predict what Delia’s going to
do.
At times, “Donnybrook” can feel frustratingly opaque it withholds more
information than it grants, which is both effectively intriguing and somewhat
baffling. But the film is a mood piece more than anything else. It privileges
atmosphere over plot, stirs emotion more than story. Anchored by a quartet
of fierce performances, “Donnybrook” is an intense, visceral tone poem, a
rumination on money and drugs and bloodshed as a means of making ends
meet in the heartland of modern America.
Donnybrook
2.5 stars
Cast: Jamie Bell, Margaret Qualley, Frank Grillo, James Badge Dale.
Directed by Tim Sutton.
Running time: 1 hour, 41 minutes.
Rated R for disturbing violent and sexual content, drug use, language, and
some graphic nudity.
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Across
1 Selection process including the Sky and the
Sun
10 Anna of “The Emoji Movie”
15 Lip-syncing accompaniment?
16 “Me too”
17 Bingo center square
18 Hasbro game that requires twisting and
pulling
19 Spacewalk initials
20 Ready for fumigation
22 Metaphorical low area, with “the”
23 Gathering tools
25 Film dialect that uses subject-object inversion
27 1990s gaming release, initially
28 “LOTR” initials
29 Visitor center
30 Course with fruit, perhaps
33 Sure-footed critters

34 Licorice, e.g.
35 Increase
37 Commented on EweTube?
40 Ironically, designation for the fourth film
release in a classic sequence
44 Remove the zest from
46 Record no.
47 Tablets brand ... or, cutely, what they treat
49 Saves for the future
51 Hardly taciturn
52 Whack
53 Andalusian city on the Costa del Sol
55 One in a conflict, maybe
56 Utter
58 2017 hit comedy about a women’s weekend
getaway
60 QB’s protection, in football lingo
61 Type of gland
62 Hangs
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63 Where I-35 and I-80 intersect
Down
1 Symbols of thinness
2 End point of the Noble Eightfold Path
3 CBer’s opening word
4 Golden __
5 Decisively outraces
6 Begging to be picked
7 Nonetheless
8 Two and one, for two
9 Trapped, in a way
10 Old-style dope?
11 In contrast with
12 Narrow-bladed swords
13 Do in a bit
14 Winter Paralympians’ equipment
21 Legal pros
24 Jersey Shore rockers since the ’70s

By Nancy Black

Tribune Content Agency
Today’s Birthday (02/21/19). Profit through
rising professional influence this year. Team
coordination raises your game. Adapt to surprises.
Breakthroughs in family, love and romance inspire
shared support through social changes. Together
you’re unbeatable next winter; it supports you
past a family obstacle. Passion inspires your
performance.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10
is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is a
7 — Accept an offer of assistance. A partner’s
opinion is important. Underscore your statements
with feeling. Listen respectfully, and share your
gratitude.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is an 8 —
Physical action means more than talk. Practice
your moves. Extend your reach, and push your
performance to new levels. Things may be getting
busy.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is an 8 —
Relax, and enjoy the view. Share it with someone
nice. Talk about what you love, and make
promises to advance your creative vision.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is a 7 —
Pursue domestic tranquility. Handle chores and
repairs. Relax into your cozy nest. Consider longrange home improvement plans. Get feedback
from housemates for a shared vision.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is an 8 — Your
research takes off. One clue leads to another. Find
a cozy spot to catch up on the reading. Summarize

26 Visored military cap
28 Companion of A-Rod
31 Works on programs
32 Where some subs are fixed
36 Belief
37 No-parking area
38 Literary France
39 Lang. test for top students
41 Cajun confection
42 Skincare brand from the Greek for “beautiful
wax”
43 Envision
45 Fast flight
48 Inclines
50 Engaged in
51 Explorer da Gama
54 Latch (onto)
57 Arles article
59 Piece of TNT?

your observations, and share.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is a 9 —
Focus on generating and processing income.
Keep a positive cash flow by monitoring it closely.
Persuade with a clear pitch and compelling case.
Provide customer satisfaction.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is a 9 —
You’re getting stronger and more confident. Step
into a role you’ve been longing to play. Check
another personal milestone or accomplishment off
your list.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is a 6 —
Lay low, and find a private place to think and
make plans. Avoid risk or hassle, and choose the
easier option. Your imagination is going wild.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is an
8 — You have friends in high places. One good
turn deserves another. Strengthen connections
by showing up for others. Share support and
resources.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is an 8
— Career matters occupy your time over the next
two days. Optimism rules. Keep your objective
in mind. Don’t divulge a secret. You’re gaining
respect and influence.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a 7 —
Pursue an education dream. Your studies develop
and grow over the next few days. Review your
itinerary and plan. Consider travel opportunities
and cultural exchange.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is an 8 —
To avoid potential problems, play the game exactly
by the book. Tackle detailed chores over the next
few days. Monitor shared finances, and stay in
communication.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Soul Food Luncheon
Black History Month

UPB Grocery Bingo

Wheelchair Basketball
vs. Auburn University

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Walsh University

Therapy Dog Visit

Uncomfortable Conversations:
Transgender Language

2/22 | 7 p.m.
Pogue Gym A
Edinboro University

2/22 | 11:30 a.m.
Learning Commons | Baron-Forness Library
Edinboro University

2/24 | 1 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium
Edinboro University

2/22 | 7:30 p.m.
McComb Fieldhouse
Edinboro University

2/24 | 2:30 p.m.
Pogue Lobby
Edinboro University

2/26 | 7 p.m.
Baron-Forness Library
Edinboro University

In The Community
Tuba Pops Concert

Erie Bayhawks vs. Capital City Go-Go

“Towards Zero”

Anime Afternoon: “Howl’s Moving Castle”

2/25 | 7 p.m.
Hirt Auditorium | Blasco Memorial Library
Erie

2/24 | 3 p.m.
All Act Theatre Productions
Erie

2/23 | 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena
Erie

2/24 | 3 p.m.
Erie Art Museum
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
‘Black Panther’

Feb. 23
10 p.m.
Cinemark Tinseltown
New screening in honor of The Oscars
SHOWTIMES:
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Men’s tennis 4-0, women 0-4 after two-match weekend
By Amber Chisholm & Christopher Rosato Jr.

By Chris Slack

Staff Writer & Sports Editor

EU Sports Information

The Edinboro University and Daemen College tennis teams
started their weekend off with an hours-long match Friday at
the Westwood Racquet Club in Erie, in which men achieved
significant victory and women faced a close loss.
For the doubles competition on the men’s side, Daemen’s
Jose Williamson III and Fabian Wilde defeated Julius Schulte
and Kevin Mboko, 6-3. But wins from Edinboro’s Tommy Hsu
and Nils Plutat (6-1), along with Mateus and Mauricio Santos
(whom Daemen did not provide an opponent for) gave the
Fighting Scots the doubles advantage.
Edinboro’s women won at the top doubles match, 6-3, but
Daemen won 6-2 at the second spot and Edinboro forfeited the
doubles point by not sending out a team for the third spot.
Daemen’s men’s team faced defeat all throughout singles play,
with Mateus Santos, Hsu and Mauricio Santos cementing the
Edinboro win with victories at the top three spots, respectively.
Edinboro’s women took two of the top three singles spots,
with Laura Lopez and Tatiana Batalla picking up two-set
victories. Sophomores Hannah Brentar and Paige Morris, who
are also volleyball players, are new to the women’s team this
semester. They competed in the final singles matches, with
Morris suffering a loss and Brentar finishing the event with
victory.
After learning about the opportunity from their coach,
Brentar and Morris agreed to join and are participating for fun.
They said the most enjoyable aspect is the people.
Just “keeping the ball on the court” and giving her team a
chance is Brentar’s current tennis goal.
The teams are aiming to solidify their improvements by
March, according to Head Coach Kody Duncan.
“Day by day, they’re developing,” said Duncan, who knows
that being one’s best in tennis is a step-by-step process, and work
will include getting “kinks out of [their] game” caused by factors
such as winter break and missed time.

Saturday vs. Davis and Elkins College
ERIE, Pa. — The Edinboro men’s tennis team remains
undefeated in 2019, as the Fighting Scots defeated Davis
and Elkins in a 7-0 shutout at Westwood Racquet Club. The
Fighting Scots host Roberts Wesleyan on Monday, Feb. 25 at
11 a.m.
Edinboro swept doubles competition to pick up a point.
At number one doubles, Julius Schulte and Kevin Mboko
won, 6-2. Nils Plutat and Tommy Hsu picked up a 6-0 win
at number two doubles, while Mateus Santos and Mauricio
Santos were 6-1 victors at number three doubles.
The Fighting Scots also swept in singles play. After
trailing 7-5 after the first set, Mateus Santos responded
with a 6-4 win in set number two. He went on to win
by retirement at number one singles. Hsu won 6-2, 6-0
at number two singles, while Plutat won 7-5, 5-7, 6-0 at
number three singles. At number four singles, Mauricio
Santos won 6-3, 6-0. Mboko was victorious in a decisive
6-1, 6-1 decision at number five singles, and Schulte won by
retirement, 6-4, 4-1.
The Edinboro women’s tennis team dropped a 4-3
decision to Davis and Elkins on Saturday afternoon at
Westwood Racquet Club. The Fighting Scots host Roberts
Wesleyan on Monday, Feb. 25 at 11 a.m.
Edinboro picked up a win at doubles behind seniors Laura
Lopez and Jelena Vucenovic, who won 6-2 in number one
doubles. The Senators would win at number two doubles
and earned a point with a forfeit win at number three
doubles.
In singles play, the two teams split all six matches. Lopez
captured her third win of the campaign, winning 6-1, 6-2 at
number one singles. Tatiana Batalla Trabal was victorious
at number two singles, 6-2, 6-0. Jelena Vucenovic was the
third Fighting Scot to pick up a win at singles action. She
won, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2.

Amber Chisholm | sports.spectator@gmail.com
Christopher Rosato Jr. | @edinboronow
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Tommy Hsu returns a serve during Friday’s match against
Daemen College at Westwood Racquet Club. Hsu went
4-0 in this weekend’s matches.

MBB fights to OT win at Gannon
By Syd Dundon
Staff Writer

Photo: Madi Gross

The Edinboro women’s basketball team celebrate a win over East Stroudsburg University on Dec. 8. They defeated
Gannon on Saturday to grab their 10th consecutive PSAC playoffs berth.

Women wound Knights, headed to PSAC tourney
By Syd Dundon
Staff Writer

Despite falling behind in the second
half on the road, the Edinboro women’s
basketball team fought their way to a
79-66 victory over Gannon University on
Saturday. The game helped the Lady Scots
clinch a PSAC Tournament berth and a
possible home game in the postseason.
Off the tip, the Fighting Scots found
themselves adjusting to the more
aggressive playing style of the Golden
Knights. Edinboro struggled from the
floor, shooting 42 percent through the
first quarter. By the end of the first
quarter, the Fighting Scots trailed by
eight.
Things started looking up in the second
quarter as Edinboro found themselves
in the lead after a 10-0 run. The run was
a collective effort from Michelle Jahn,
Jontay Walton and Michaela Barnes.

Coming out of the locker rooms and
onto the court, it was clear that the Scots
had a plan to extend their lead against
Gannon, as they executed their defensive
strategy. Contrary to the first half, the
Scots played aggressive on defense while
refusing to foul. This approach would
force Gannon into eight turnovers while
cutting their free throw points in half.
Edinboro capitalized on these
turnovers, while remaining clean and
consistent in their defense — the result
being 14 points for the Lady Scots.
Along with their strong defense,
Edinboro’s win can also be attributed
to their perfect free-throw percentage
throughout the game (16-16). Gannon’s
aggressiveness on defense ended up
working out in Edinboro’s favor in the
fourth quarter, as the Fighting Scots
found themselves in the double bonus and
used that aspect to help further their lead.

The win at Gannon helped Edinboro
to guarantee their spot in the PSAC
tournament for the 10th year in a row.
Head Coach Callie Wheeler, the assistant
coach for last year’s PSAC champion team
under Stan Swank, will look to capture the
crown in her first season as a head coach.
“We’re pretty focused on taking it one
day at a time. We emphasized that we win
games in practice,” Wheeler said of the
rest of the season. “We’re trying to keep
them motivated and inspired to use that
drive into the playoffs.”
The Lady Scots now sit at 17-6 overall
and 12-5 in the PSAC. Both the women’s
and men’s basketball teams will face off
against Clarion University Saturday, after
traveling to Slippery Rock on Wednesday.
Saturday’s games will feature an alumni
weekend celebration.
Syd Dundon | @edinboronow

After a back-and-forth battle, the men’s basketball team grabbed
a victory while on the road at Gannon University. With one minute
left in the game, a changed call by the referee gave the Fighting
Scots the opportunity they needed to force an overtime.
In the final 10 seconds, Owens was driving to the rim when the
referees blew the play dead, citing Owens for a travel violation.
After congregating, the crew reversed the call, giving Edinboro the
ball back with five seconds left on the clock. An expertly-timed
pass from Alex Jay to Owens, who scored a layup, would push the
game into overtime.
At the start of the first half, Edinboro’s DeAnthony Owens and
Jaryn Simpson ignited the court — as well as the scoreboard —
with a series of successful 3-point shots. Adding to this energy,
senior Trey Staunch followed with a couple of layups as the Scots
kept Gannon scoreless for six minutes at one point.
Seven points later, though, Gannon found themselves back in
the lead. Edinboro’s Turner Kurt responded with a 3-pointer to
put the Fighting Scots back on top, where they’d remain for the
duration of the half. Edinboro led 30-28 at intermission.
The Golden Knights started hot in the second half, building a
six-point lead over the Scots. All four baskets scored were layups
after a turnover, all created by the aggressive Gannon defense.
With just under 14 minutes to go, Edinboro managed to climb
back on top.
The lead would change eight times in the final 10 minutes, with
Gannon riding a four-point margin with less than two minutes
remaining. Owens tipped in a layup with 43 seconds left to bring
the Scots within two points.
Owens credited his teammates for the win. “I was like, honestly
man we’re back, this was a good team effort. Coach drew up a play
and we executed it perfectly,” said Owens. “He drew up a perfect
play. And it wasn’t even the first option. The play worked just like
he told us it would, and I thank coach for that one.”
Edinboro would go on to dominate the overtime period and
eventually win by seven points, with a final score of 74-67. The win
boosted Edinboro to 8-14 overall and 5-12 in the PSAC.
Both the women’s and men’s basketball teams will face off
against Clarion University Saturday after traveling to Slippery Rock
on Wednesday. Saturday’s games will feature an alumni weekend
celebration.
Syd Dundon | sports.spectator@gmail.com
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Women sharpshooters
ground Griffins for 16th win
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

The Fighting Scots recorded win number
16 in an 88-68 victory at home against Seton
Hill on Feb. 13. The win was Edinboro’s
second straight before heading into
Saturday’s contest at Gannon (See Page B1
for recap).
Edinboro had the top three scorers on
the night. Michaela Barnes and Jontay
Walton both recorded 23 points. Ciara
Rosten, meanwhile, scored a season-high 27
points, and with 12 rebounds collected her
sixth double-double of the season. The trio
accounted for 73 of ‘Boro’s 88 points on the
night.
Seton Hill put the first points on the
board and would lead by as many as five
throughout the first quarter. The Griffins led
23-20 at the start of the second, a lead ‘Boro
would soon regain after a layup from Rosten.
Edinboro didn’t let the lead go for the
remainder of the half, leading by 18 points
after two quarters, 49-33.
Seton Hill began the third with a quick
jump shot, but the Fighting Scots kept their
lead throughout the quarter. The Fighting
Scots led 70-56 to start the final frame.
Edinboro put up 18 points in the fourth,
nine from second-chance points. With 1:36
left on the clock, Seton Hill would score their
last points of the game.

Head Coach Callie Wheeler has stated
in the past that taking the season gameby-game is something the team focuses on
heavily. She added that Edinboro had several
strategies going into this contest.
“Not only are they (Seton Hill) a good
transition team, but they’re one of the best
3-point shooting teams in the conference.
And I felt like that was another point of
emphasis, that we really had to do a good job
of contesting their shots,” she said. “I felt like
we did a really good job in the second half;
we really held down the 3-point amount that
they made. I felt like we also did a good job
of turning stops into scores, and that’s what
it’s all about is getting stops on defense and
then being able to score out of them.”
She continued: “Seton Hill was a very good
team coming into it. They were — I think
— two games behind us, so it was a really
important game for them as well.”
“At this point in the season we’re really
emphasizing that every game is a playoff
game — you’re fighting for a spot in the
playoffs and you’re fighting for that run into
the playoffs — so we’re really emphasizing
that no matter who we play, it’s a good win.”
The Fighting Scots moved to 16-6 overall
and 11-5 in the PSACs as they geared up to
travel to 11-14 (7-10) Gannon University on
Saturday.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com

Nicole Kadlecik competes at McComb Fieldhouse on Nov. 2.
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Swimming heads to PSAC this week
EU Sports Information

The Edinboro men’s and women’s swimming
teams will compete in the 2019 PSAC
Swimming Championships on Wednesday, Feb.
20 to Saturday, Feb. 23. The championships will
once again take place at the Graham Aquatic
Center in York, Pennsylvania.
Head Coach Chris Rhodes will take
a contingent of 12 women and six men’s
swimmers to the 2019 championships. A year
ago, the Edinboro women’s team finished eighth
out of 12 teams, while the men’s squad was
seventh out of seven teams.
Rhodes notes that while his numbers
are limited, the quality of the Fighting Scot
swimmers who qualified is strong, and he feels
each swimmer will contribute points.
The women’s team has several swimmers
ranked among the top times in the PSAC, led
by Yana Miletska. The junior from the Ukraine
earned All-PSAC honors in four events as a
freshman – the 100-yard butterfly, finishing
third, the 200-yard butterfly, where she was
second, and the 200-yard IM, coming in third.
She also swam a leg of the 400-yard medley relay
that came in third. A year ago, she placed fifth in
both the 100 and 200-yard breaststroke.
Miletska currently has the second-best time
in the PSAC in the 100-yard breaststroke (1
minute, 04.30 seconds) and the third-fastest time
in the 200-yard breaststroke (2:19.65). She has
an NCAA B time in the 200-yard breaststroke,
and is very close in the 100-yard breaststroke,
with the provisional time at 1:04.21. Miletska is
also seventh in the 200-yard IM (2:09.09) and
15th in the 200-yard butterfly (2:14.97).
Katelyn Kopacko, a junior, has registered

a provisional qualifying time in the 50-yard
freestyle, which promises to feature a strong
field. Six different swimmers own either NCAA
A or B times. Kopacko’s time of 23.57 is the
fourth-best time in the PSAC this year. She
finished second in the event a year ago, posting a
school-record time in the process.
Kopacko earned All-PSAC honors in 2017 in
the 200-yard medley relay and 200-yard freestyle
relay, coming in second and third, and last year
she was on the 200-yard freestyle relay that came
in second. She was joined on that team by Nicole
Kadlecik, Casey Tokarski, and Kaitlyn Daiger.
Tokarski owns the 14th-best time in the 100yard backstroke (59.37).
Marcus Grosso leads the contingent of men’s
competitors for the Fighting Scots. The senior
ranks eighth in the 100-yard backstroke (51.91)
and 200-yard freestyle (1:42.90), along with
ninth in the 100-yard freestyle.
His time of 46.46 in the 100-yard freestyle
is not far off the NCAA B qualifying mark
of 45.52. In addition, Grosso is 13th in the
200-yard butterfly (1:58.35). He finished sixth
in both the 100-yard backstroke and 200-yard
freestyle last year.
Sophomore Michael Kocher stands 10th in
the PSAC in the 200-yard backstroke with a time
of 1:53.78. He came in fifth in the event a year
ago. He is also 16th in the 100-yard backstroke
(52.94).
Sophomore Jack Bangert is 11th in the 100yard butterfly (50.86), while Tommy Horan
comes in 13th in the 50-yard freestyle at 21.37.
Junior Nick Bradford will look to score in
a number of events, including the 100-yard
breaststroke, where he is seeded 18th with a time
of 1:00.82.
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DeAnthony Owens attempts a free throw during a game at McComb Fieldhouse.

Men struggle at home vs. Griffins
By Madi Gross
Digital Editor

After two wins in a row, the Fighting
Scots men’s basketball squad looked to make
it three as they returned home on Feb 13. In
a fight to the finish, Edinboro’s short-lived
win streak came to an end as Seton Hill
proved to be victorious, 87-82.
Several Fighting Scots had themselves
a good scoring night, as Turner Kurt (10),
Jaryn Simpson (18), Daylon Harris (16)
and Trey Staunch (14) scored in the double
digits. Alongside his 10 points, Kurt also
recorded a season-high 12 rebounds,
recording the first double-double of his
collegiate career.
An early foul on Simpson put Seton Hill’s
Trevor Blondin at the line 40 seconds into
the game. Blondin would finish the night
with 21 points. Harris began a ‘Boro scoring
streak immediately after the free throw
shots, the Fighting Scots leading 8-2 out of
the gate. Nathan Davis would then sink his
first 3-point shot of the game. Davis — the
leading scorer of the night — dropped six
3-pointers through the net and scored 27
points overall.
The Fighting Scots led by as many as
seven in the first half, but going into
halftime had the slim margin of one. They
had 22 points in the paint, 11 bench points
and shot over 90 percent at the line in the
first half.

With just over 10 minutes to go in the
game, Edinboro led 63-56 after Simpson
sank three free throws after a foul by Malik
McKinney. Then, after a f lurry of action and
with two shots at the line, Edinboro’s Steven
Freeman eventually tied the game up at 72
with 3:39 left.
With one minute left on the clock, the
Griffins led 78-74. A foul called on Alex Jay
put Davis at the line to shoot two, putting
Seton Hill up by six with 47 seconds left.
Edinboro’s fight for their third straight
win would not be over yet, though, as they
got the lead down to three with 20 seconds
left. After three missed 3-point shots in the
last nine seconds of the game, Seton Hill
grabbed the rebound. A foul on Staunch put
Seton Hill’s Milenko Predic at the line for
two, sealing the Griffins’ win.
Edinboro Head Coach Pat Cleary spoke
highly of how much the team has grown
over the season.
“We’re getting better — we’re doing some
good things out there and guys are starting
to realize what it takes at this level,” he said.
With their record sitting at 7-14 overall
(4-12 in the PSAC) the Fighting Scots
looked to Saturday as they traveled down
the road to battle against local rival Gannon
University (9-15 overall, 7-10 PSAC). See
Page B1 for the recap.
Madi Gross | sports.spectator@gmail.com

WBB named seventh in Atlantic Region poll
By Chris Slack

EU Sports Information
The Edinboro women’s basketball team
moved up in the rankings for the second
consecutive week, rising to seventh in
the latest Division II Sports Information
Directors of America (D2SIDA) Atlantic
Region poll. The Fighting Scots are 17-6
overall and 12-5 in the PSAC West.
Edinboro went undefeated a week ago, as
the Fighting Scots picked up wins at Gannon
and against Seton Hill. The win over the
Lady Knights on Saturday secured a playoff
spot for the Fighting Scots in the PSAC
Tournament, marking their tenth straight
appearance. Edinboro erased a nine-point
first quarter deficit to take the lead for
good at the 3:04 mark on a Jontay Walton
3-pointer. Freshmen Lillian Young and
Monica Brown each played a key role in the
victory, as they both finished with a seasonhigh in points. Young scored 13 points on
6-of-9 shooting, while Brown added 12
points, making 3-of-4 baskets, including
2-of-3 3-pointers and 4-of-4 free throws. It
was also Brown’s first career start. Michaela
Barnes finished with a game-high 21 points,
and Walton contributed 17. Edinboro also
converted 16-of-16 free throws.
Last Wednesday, the Fighting Scots
increased its lead for the third seed in the
Western Division with an 88-68 victory over
the Griffins. Entering the contest, Edinboro

had a two-game lead over Seton Hill for the
third spot in the division, but now has a
four-game advantage. Ciara Rosten scored a
season-high 27 points on 10-of-20 shooting
and 3-of-5 3-pointers. The three 3-pointers
are the most the 6-foot-2-inches forward has
made in a contest at Edinboro. Rosten also
collected 12 rebounds for her sixth double of
the campaign, to go with four steals and two
blocks. Barnes and Walton both chipped in
23 points and three steals.
No changes occurred among the top five
teams in the Atlantic Region poll, but all five
spots in the bottom half were taken over by a
new team, including one newcomer. Indiana
is first, followed by Virginia Union in second
and Glenville State in third. Cal and Bowie
State are fourth and fifth, respectively.
Concord climbed one spot to sixth and
Edinboro jumped from eighth to seventh.
Charleston fell two spots to eighth. West
Liberty hopped into the rankings, coming in
at ninth. They received votes in last week’s
poll. Bloomsburg remained tenth and rounds
out the poll.
The Fighting Scots are back in action
on Wednesday, Feb. 20, as they head down
to Slippery Rock to face The Rock with a
5:30 p.m. tip-off. Edinboro will then return
home for its final two contests of the regular
season. Edinboro will host their annual
Hoops for Harlie contest on Saturday, Feb. 23
vs. Clarion at 1 p.m.

Pair of sophomore runners lead women’s track into conference meet at home
By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information
Stefanie Parsons and Hope Pietrocarlo have already enjoyed
great success in their running careers at Edinboro. They will
look to add to their impressive resumes’ as they lead a small but
talented group of qualifiers into the 2019 PSAC Indoor Track
and Field Championships. The two-day event begins Saturday,
Feb. 23 and concludes Sunday, Feb. 24 at Edinboro’s Mike S.
Zafirovski Sports and Recreation Dome.
A total of eight Fighting Scots will compete for the women’s
indoor track and field team. All but one – senior Neely Parsons
– is a first or second-year runner at Edinboro. Neely Parsons has
qualified in the weight throw.
Stefanie Parsons and Pietrocarlo enter the competition with
top times in a total of four events. Parsons can lay claim to three
of those. The 2018 PSAC Indoor Track and Field Freshman of
the Year and the PSAC Indoor Track and Field Championships
Track Athlete of the Meet, Parsons has the top times in the
PSAC in the mile, the 800-meter run, and the 3,000-meter run.
She recently broke her own school record in the mile while
competing at the GVSU Big Meet. Her time of 4 minutes,
48.51 seconds is an NCAA provisional qualifying mark and
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Stefanie Parsons races at Edinboro on Feb. 16, 2018.

ranks sixth in Division II. She stands 20th in Division II in the
800-meters (2:11.70), and is 26th in the 3,000-meters (9:53.06),
with both times NCAA B marks.
Parsons competed in the NCAA Division II Indoor National
Championships a year ago after qualifying in the mile. She
would finish 15th.

A year ago, Parsons won the one mile run and earned AllPSAC honors with a third place showing in the 3,000-meter run
(10:08.29) at the PSAC Championships, and was a member of
the distance medley relay team that took second place.
Pietrocarlo earned All-American honors in cross country this
fall, and that success has continued to the indoor track & field
season. The redshirt sophomore has the top time in the PSAC in
the 5,000-meter run at 17:21.02. That is an NCAA B time, and
she stands 33rd nationally. She ranks third in the PSAC in the
mile (5:07.15) and fourth in the 3,000-meter run (10:22.51).
Edinboro has four qualifiers in the mile, with Parsons and
Pietrocarlo joined by Audrey MacPherson and Jordan Hauser.
The latter pair qualified this past Friday in the Edinboro Invite.
MacPherson is a freshman, while Hauser is a sophomore. In the
5,000, Pietrocarlo is joined by sophomore Tori Klimowicz.
A pair of freshmen have continued to show improvement in
the shot put. Kendera Rice ceomes in with the ninth-best mark
(11.91 meters), while Savannah Wheeler is 12th (11.63).
Edinboro finished fourth out of 14 teams at last year’s PSAC
Indoor Track & Field Championships. This year’s action gets
underway at 11 a.m. on Saturday at the Zafirovski Dome, with
Sunday’s competition set to begin at 11:30 a.m.
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Midseason showcase full of excitement, Team LeBron wins

Photo: Jeff Siner/TNS

Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo swings on the rim after throwing down a
two-handed dunk during the NBA All-Star Game in Charlotte, North Carolina on Feb. 17.

By Dan Woike

Los Angeles Times
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — He’s been the most
valuable player of the NBA and its All-Star
game, and twice in the last two years, he was
MVP of the Finals as the Golden State Warriors
won championships.
Kevin Durant is used to being one of the
best. And Sunday, playing against his fellow
superstars, he once again was the best of the
best.
Durant, the No. 1 pick in the All-Star draft,
responded to LeBron James’ choice by saying,
“What else is he supposed to do?” Durant
proved more than worth it, scoring 31 points
on 10-for-15 shooting to lead Team LeBron to
a 178-164 comeback victory over Team Giannis
in the All-Star game and earn MVP honors for

the second time.
“It’s all sweet to me. I mean, it’s hard to rank.
Everything’s special,” said Durant, who also was
MVP of the game in 2012. “But it’s cool to be
out there with some of the best players to ever
play the game, and to win an MVP here in front
of my family and friends is pretty sweet. I just
keep trying to rack them up, I guess.”
For Durant, it’s a prelude to possibly the
postseason and then the summer ahead, when
he’ll once again be center stage, this time as
the best in a loaded class of free agents that’s
expected to include All-Stars Kawhi Leonard,
Kyrie Irving, Klay Thompson, Khris Middleton
and Nikola Jokic.
And it served as a reminder of just how high
a mountain there is to climb for any teams
trying to chase down the Warriors, the No. 1

team in the West, and keep them from winning
a third straight title.
Everywhere you looked at Spectrum Center,
there was a Warrior in the center of the action.
Stephen Curry, the son of Charlotte’s second
all-time leading scorer, Dell Curry, provided
the highlight of the first half by connecting on a
ridiculous alley-oop with Antetokounmpo.
Curry caught the ball in the open court and
slammed it to the floor, bouncing it high into
the air. A streaking Giannis Antetokounmpo,
the 6-foot-11 “Greek Freak” with a 7-3
wingspan, found it somewhere above the
square on the backboard and, with his right
hand, slammed it through the basket.
“I think that pass was going to Joel
(Embiid), but I was able to sneak in there
and make it look like good pass for me,” said
Antetokounmpo, who scored a game-high
38 points on 17-for-23 shooting as the team
captain opposing James. “It was a nice play.”
Thompson, Curry’s Warriors teammate
who got to oppose him as a member of Team
LeBron, was hot all game, hitting six of 12 from
three-point range, helping bring his team back
from 20 down.
Curry, though, got a highlight against
Thompson early in the fourth quarter when
he drilled one of his four three-pointer shots
over him, drawing a foul. He celebrated with a
big smile and two-fingered point directly at his
fellow Splash Brother. Thompson walked away
shaking his head.
“Those guys are always joking around and
seeing who can make the most shots. Their
chemistry together is second to none,” Durant
said. “So we know we’re going to be talking
about that play, those two plays for the next
couple of days. It was good to see Steph knock
that shot down over Klay, because Klay is
always talking trash to him.”
But all that fun? That’s over now.
“Mentally, you’re locking in a little more,”
Detroit’s Blake Griffin said. “These last 26 (or
so) games are so important. Every game is so
important. ... This is the home stretch.”
Teams soon will cross the 60-game
threshold, putting them into the final quarter

of their 82-game season. Playoff races that
looked like marathons back in December?
Those become sprints to the finish, especially
for James and the Lakers, who are 10th in the
West, three games behind the Clippers and the
eighth and final playoff spot.
“Looking forward to seeing what we can do
to get back in this playoff race. That’s my only
mindset,” James said. “That’s the only thing
that’s going to happen in my mental space for
these next two months, pretty much on how
I can get this team playing the type of level of
basketball we were playing before my injury.”
And their reward if they get there? It just
might be a scene-stealing Curry, a sharpshooting Thompson and Durant, a player who
just added another trophy to his mantle.

Photo: Jeff Siner

Russell Westbrook, left, drives into the
lane for a shot as Anthony Davis, right,
looks on during the NBA All-Star Game.

One year later, Amirola
With Manny signed, Phillies have to be ‘Bryce or Bust’
million at Harper.
By Scott Lauber
still lives Daytona 500 wreck
It’s true that sluggers Nolan Arenado, Anthony
The Philadelphia Enquirer
By Matt Baker

Tampa Bay Times
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Aric
Almirola turns 35 next month and
has already done his share of growing
up on NASCAR’s biggest stage. It will
never get worse than last February
on the high banks at Daytona
International Speedway.
Almirola led the race of his
childhood dreams growing up in
Tampa, the Daytona 500. He was in
the lead with a mile to go. One mile.
He walked away broken-hearted
after he was nudged into oblivion by
Austin Dillon, the eventual winner
of the Daytona 500. Spin. Wreck. A
dream crushed.
“I could literally see it, feel it,
smell it, taste it, everything you can
imagine,” Almirola said. “It was there.
It was right at my fingertips.”
He recently tweeted a photo of his
wreck, with one word, all caps.
Redemption.
“That says enough,” Almirola said.
He achieved so much last year, his
first with Stewart-Haas Racing, and it
paid off with his best year as a racer
on his sport’s top rung, with career
bests everywhere, including a win
the fall at Talladega and an extended
playoff run to the final eight.
By any measure, Almirola has
arrived, free from underfunded teams
and days that brought no real hope of
winning. This is progress, even after it
began with that 500 nightmare.
“I really don’t have a negative
attitude toward last year’s race,”
Almirola said.
He has no idea if he’ll ever win the
500, or even come that close again.
But he’d rather be here than
anywhere else.
“I come to this racetrack with a
really positive outlook,” Almirola
said. “I’ve always enjoyed just driving
through the tunnel and just being
here at Daytona. This is a dream come
true for me. I’m always excited and
fired up. I really think that positive
attitude carries over through the
weekend.”
Even after last year.
“It was tough to swallow. Defeat is
never easy, especially in that situation,
right there at the last minute in the
closing mile. I think everything
happens for a reason. If we had won
right out of the gate, things might
have gone differently for our race
team.”
He had personal bests with four
top-5 finishes, 17 top 10s. He led
more laps in 2018, 181, than he had
in the rest of the years of his career
combined.

And there was the playoff chase,
itself, lessons every week, information
to be stored for next time.
“I learned a lot going through the
playoffs and going as deep into the
rounds as we did, coming that close to
the championship four. I learned how
hard it is. I learned how incredibly
pressure-packed it is. You don’t really
understand that until you go through
it yourself. I think it will make us
better this year and for years to come.”
That’s not to say it was easy. Some
lessons were tougher than others. Late
in a playoff quarterfinal at Texas, Joey
Logano and Almirola nearly came
together. Logano, who had already
secured a spot in the final four, took
off. Almirola got loose and spun out.
He threatened revenge at Homestead,
but it never happened. Logano won
the points title.
“That was just hard racing,”
Almirola said. “Emotions were
running real high. We were deep into
the playoffs, at Texas, everybody is
trying to get everything they can. I
felt as a Ford teammate, he could have
cut me some slack. He chose not to
and so I was just upset. We talked it
out. We’re fine.”
Almirola surprised a lot of people
last season. They’ll see him coming
this time around. It’s a different kind
of pressure.
“Pressure is good,” Almirola said.
“If you don’t have pressure, you don’t
have expectations.”
Almirola has to find more
consistency, but keeps reminding
himself just how far he came last
season, and from the very start. A
few days before the Daytona 500, he
wrecked out in one of the dual races
after he tangled with Jimmie Johnson
and blew a tire. He started last in the
500.
“And we were leading the last lap,”
Almirola said.
With a mile to go.
A tap, a nudge. That was it.
“That was a hard one,” he said, “but
I really felt it made our team grow
together and kind of created a bond
among me and my teammates, to kind
of rally around each other, pick each
other up and hold our heads high
and carry on. We kind of left Daytona
knowing our competitors were going
to have to deal with us each and every
weekend.”
He loves restrictor-plate racing.
He loves these big tracks. He loves
Daytona most of all, his place of
childhood dreams. The dreams still
lives.
“I think about being a mile away,”
Almirola said. “I want to close out the
deal. Whatever it takes.”

CLEARWATER, Fla. — Matt Klentak would be a
lousy negotiator if he reacted to the Manny Machadoto-San Diego news by wearing a “Bryce or Bust” T-shirt
while holding a blank check made out to Mssrs. Bryce
Harper and Scott Boras and signed by Phillies owner
John Middleton.
So, instead, he put on his poker face.
As word leaked Tuesday that Machado agreed to
terms on a 10-year, $300 million contract with the
Padres – a deal that would represent the biggest freeagent signing in American sports history, at least until
Harper signs – Klentak rejected the narrative that the
Phillies are now over a barrel in their offseason-long
attempt to add a megastar to their already improved
roster.
“I’m confident that that will be the perception,” the
Phillies general manager said. “We have to remember
that there will be other free agents that make sense for
this franchise. There will be plenty of opportunities to
spend money and to make our team better. We cannot
allow ourselves to be put in a position where we have to
do something at all costs. There’s a significant cost that
we’re willing to pay to add, but we have to be willing to
walk away at some point.”
After all, Klentak said, the Phillies walked away
from Machado. Despite being linked to the 26-year-old
shortstop/third baseman for more than a year, trying
hard to acquire him from the Baltimore Orioles during
the All-Star break last July, hosting him at Citizens Bank
Park and taking him to dinner in Center City on Dec.
20, and recruiting him all winter, they pegged his value
at a specific price point and were determined not to
exceed it. Klentak declined to divulge the Phillies’ best
offer, though he termed it “aggressive.” Not as aggressive
as the Padres’, apparently.
Who knew that even the “stupid money” that
Middleton joked about spending has its limits?
Presumably, then, there is a line the Phillies won’t
cross with Harper, either. But this idea that they can put
off signing a franchise player until a future offseason?
Sorry, not buying it.
A team doesn’t trade its most prized prospect for an
All-Star with two more seasons of club control if it isn’t
serious about contending immediately. The Phillies
made that move two weeks ago, sending 20-year-old
pitcher Sixto Sanchez to the Miami Marlins in a threeplayer package for catcher J.T. Realmuto, a deal that was
widely viewed as a precursor to throwing $300-plus

Rendon, and Paul Goldschmidt might headline next
year’s free-agent class, and there’s plenty to like about
all of them. Mookie Betts and South Jersey’s own Mike
Trout – the two best all-around players in baseball –
could hit the market in 2020-21. Three years from now,
Francisco Lindor, Carlos Correa, Corey Seager, and Kris
Bryant are in line for free agency.
But waiting for them is a dangerous game. Any or
all could get injured. Or they could sign a contract
extension and not reach the open market. If they do,
Trout and Betts, in particular, will want to top the value
of Harper’s contract.
And none of those players will be as young as Harper
is now. At 26, Harper likely hasn’t even reached his peak,
which makes a 10-year contract far easier for a team
to bear than, say, when the Los Angeles Angels gave
31-year-old Albert Pujols a decade-long deal in 2011.
Klentak, who worked for the Angels back then, surely
knows that. He can’t force Harper to take the Phillies’
money, but he certainly can make an offer that the right
fielder can’t refuse.
It just doesn’t do any good for Klentak to
acknowledge as much, especially with Machado off
the board. Besides, it’s unclear how many teams are
actually in the mix for Harper. The Yankees have never
been linked to him; the Dodgers likely bowed out after
signing outfielder A.J. Pollock; the Nationals made a
10-year, $300 million offer to keep Harper at the end
of last season and have since devoted their resources to
other areas, including a six-year, $140 million contract
for pitcher Patrick Corbin.
The Phillies don’t want to bid against themselves.
They know now, though, that signing Harper will
mean clearing the 10-year, $300 million bar set by
Machado. And Boras likely wants to break not only
Machado’s mark for overall value in free agency but
also Diamondbacks pitcher Zack Greinke’s record
for average annual value ($34.3 million) and Yankees
slugger Giancarlo Stanton’s pre-free-agency record for
the largest contract ever ($325 million).
Would 10 years and $345 million get it done? Or
would the Phillies walk away from that, too?
“I won’t comment on that,” Klentak said. “I’ll say this,
every player is different.”
No player is perfect, either. But Harper is available
right now at the right time, which has to put the Phillies
in “Bryce or Bust” mode, even if they don’t want to
admit it.

Woods falters in third round, finishes 15th at Riviera
By Sam Farmer

Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES — Tiger Woods
was still the primary attraction
Sunday at the Genesis Open, and
drew the biggest gallery by far, but
he essentially ran out of gas after
a scorching start to the final two
rounds.
Woods, who was five under
after his first four holes of the
third round Saturday afternoon,
drifted back into the pack Sunday,
shooting a one-over 72 in the final
round, with four bogeys offsetting
his three birdies. He finished six

under for the tournament, tied for
15th. J.B. Holmes won at 14 under.
“I’m tired; that’s why I’m
drinking coffee right now,” he
said. “I’m a little bit tired. The
weather, the long days, and just
the temperature, trying to be
focused for long periods of time. It
took a toll on a lot of us out there
today. Well, quite frankly, this
entire week.”
Although he got hot on the
greens at the start of the third
round when he went birdie, eagle,
birdie, birdie, he was disappointed
in his putting overall.
“It was one of the worst weeks

I’ve ever had on the greens,” he
said. “Six three-putts, I don’t think
I’ve ever done that. To have that
many three-putts and still shoot
six under par. Take away those
three-putts, I’m 12 under par. And
I make a couple more putts? I’m
right in the mix.”
Woods is playing the World
Golf Championships in Mexico
next weekend, but he wasn’t
looking that far ahead.
“I’m looking forward to
tomorrow,” he said. “Those clubs
aren’t coming out of the travel
case.”
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Avoid Cengage when possible: Save money
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

Chances are, if you’ve taken public speaking, a math class or a
business class, you’ve had to pay for access to a site that you don’t
get through the school. Services like Cengage and Pearson offer
educational features to students and professors alike, but are they
always worth it? And are they worth requiring when D2L exists
through ‘Boro?
Let’s start with Cengage. It can offer students an online
textbook, flashcards, extra video resources and a place to take
quizzes, which certainly can be useful for the engaged student.
Another aspect of Cengage we must note is that there’s two
levels of service. The first is for a single class, with some limits
on what you can do on the website. The second is Cengage
Unlimited, a “first-of-its-kind digital subscription that gives
students total and on-demand access to all the digital learning
platforms, ebooks, online homework and study tools Cengage has
to offer — in one place,” as described by the website.
Pearson (or Mylab), primarily for math courses, offers an
e-textbook, an interactive place to do homework, and resources
that are supposed to improve the way you study and the skills you
have.
Let’s look at D2L.
The free-to-student service through Edinboro offers discussion
boards, a place to take quizzes, a place to turn in assignments and
to check grades. And again, it’s free. So, is that enough of a price
difference to balance out the lack of increased interactivity that
one of these more advanced programs offers?
Cengage and D2L are pretty similar in their functions, with
the main standout from Cengage being they have a video bank
of extra resources. Pearson and D2L differ because Pearson is
used for math classes and D2L doesn’t have the ability to do math
homework the way Mylab offers, but D2L is pretty similar in
everything else.
Cengage Unlimited can be cheaper than traditional textbooks,
though, if you have multiple classes that use it, but in my
experience, that doesn’t happen often, which makes the $119.99
fee attached to it a hassle if professors recommend it.

We asked staff writer Beau Bruneau his feelings on the
conundrum.
“As someone that has a hard time using physical copies of
books because of disability, eBooks can make reading a book so
much simpler. Even though Cengage offers this advantage, as well
as flashcards, study guides and exams the professor can use, I still
consider it to be too expensive. Sometimes the price can get as
high as $120 for a four-month rental, especially if the extras are
mandatory.”
Another argument that could be made is whether or not these
extra features are even helpful. Many issues ago, we argued that
interactive teaching, discussions, and activities that challenge
students’ tactile skills are more conducive to learning than testing
and memorization will ever be. So does it make sense for students
to spend so much money on programs that may not even be taken
full advantage of ?
The quizzes, flashcards and homework offered by these sites
can help you memorize something or pass that test you need
to, but are you actually absorbing and learning the information
in this digital avenue? If not, it’s a waste of money and college is
already expensive enough without extra costs. The College Board
estimates undergraduate students are to spend $1,240 on books
and supplies in 2018-2019.
These additional expenses, that come from having to buy access
codes with books or buying an upgraded version, add to a market
that can already be expensive. The price of textbooks and the
additions sometimes required can even cause students to avoid
buying textbooks, according to Students Public Interest Research
Groups (PIRG). In fact, 65 percent of students surveyed by this
organization have not bought a textbook because of the cost, and
95 percent of those students worried it would negatively affect
their grades.
Another issue besides the initial cost is that it affects the
second-hand book market and the money students make from
that. Students that buy books often look to sell them back to the
university or elsewhere, but these books attached to websites lose
value if other features are cut off (when access codes expire).You
see, access codes typically only allow access for a limited time,
similar to renting a book, or they only allow you access to certain

things after your code expires.
Simply put, these websites can undermine the money some
students get back after the semester (or the money they would get
back from a more traditional e-textbook or standard book).
The solution?
Students, talk to your professors about their use of websites
like this, especially if you think how you’re using it isn’t worth the
money. Professors, evaluate whether or not these sites that cost
students more money are worth it, and if their use of it is worth
what they cost to students. Also, take a deeper look into D2L and
how using it instead of these websites can benefit students. Here
at ‘Boro, we’re proud of the fact that our students work hard, and
an unfortunate reality is that according to raise.me, a website that
helps students get scholarships, 95% of the incoming freshmen
receive scholarship or grant aid and 47% of the freshmen receive
federal grants, and we’d like to be able to make the most use of
that.
Another possible solution is a bill brought to the Senate in 2017
that has basically stalled in the U.S. committee for Education,
Health, Labor and Pensions. It’s called the Affordable Textbook
Act and it would give grants to programs that would encourage
use of open textbooks. An open textbook “means an open
educational resource or set of open educational resources that
either is a textbook or can be used in place of a textbook for
a postsecondary course at an institution of higher education,”
according to the bill. It was the second time that Representative
Jared Polis (D-CO) had introduced the bill and hopefully if it’s
introduced another time, there will be more support for it as,
according to the Students PIRG, more access to open textbooks
could save students $1 billion.
College is expensive and textbooks add to that cost. If students
aren’t benefiting from services they pay for, why are we paying for
them? Or is traditional class presentation all that bad, given it adds
to the students ability to sell back books at the end of the year?
If you’ve taken a Cengage or Pearson course before, we want to
hear from you. Email voices.spectator@gmail.com.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

Minimum wage:
does raising it help?
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Position
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Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) sings during the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day event on Jan. 21, in Columbia, South Carolina.

Woe to the 2020 Democrat who isn’t dogmatic enough
By Ramesh Ponnuru
Bloomberg News

Many of the 2020 Democratic presidential candidates and
would-be contenders have taken thoughtful and admirable
positions on various issues over the years, eschewing blind
partisanship and ideological dogmatism. Now they’re paying
for it.
Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey was for a long time an
advocate of school choice as a means of liberating kids from
failing schools, especially when he was mayor of Newark.
In the Democratic presidential primaries, though, Booker’s
support for charter schools will be a liability.
Even worse for him, he sometimes worked with Betsy
DeVos, who as Education secretary has become a hate figure
for a lot of progressives. It may not be enough that Booker
voted against her confirmation when President Donald Trump
nominated her.
Former Representative Beto O’Rourke of Texas has also
gotten criticized for crossing the partisan aisle. The Guardian
slammed him for voting for an immigration bill even though
“Democrats adamantly objected” to it.
The legislation let the Customs and Border Patrol address
a shortage of manpower by waiving the requirement of a
polygraph test for former members of the military and law
enforcement. That was a reasonable enough position that 51
Democrats, about a quarter of all House Democrats at the time,
voted along with all Republicans for the bill.
O’Rourke has also come under fire for refusing to endorse
a Democratic candidate over his friend, moderate Republican
Representative Will Hurd of Texas. He did say that the
Democrat would be a good member of Congress if elected.
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand of New York helped usher her
former colleague Al Franken out of office after several women
accused him of groping them. It was the right move, especially
since Franken refused to give a straightforward answer to the

charges.
Because of her stance, however, progressive megadonor
George Soros said she was the only potential Democratic
presidential candidate he did not want to succeed. He isn’t
the only one who feels that way. Politico reported that “major
donors across the country” were angry at her many months
afterward.
Remember when Democrats shut down the government last
year in a harebrained effort to make Trump agree to give legal
status to illegal immigrants who came here as minors? Senator
Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota is probably hoping that primary
voters don’t, because she helped bring that episode to an end.
Some activists accused her of betrayal, and MinnPost
reported at the time that her role “could come back to haunt
her.” Some on the left remain determined that it will.
Representative Tulsi Gabbard of Hawaii is considered a
longshot for the nomination for a lot of reasons. But she
added to the list when she called out some of her Democratic
colleagues for making an issue out of a judicial nominee’s
membership in the Knights of Columbus, a Catholic charitable
organization. She opposed the nominee herself, she wrote,
but warned against the “religious bigotry” inherent in holding
his membership in religious organizations as a mark against
confirmation.
Prominent Democrats were outraged. She drew a primary
challenger for her House seat soon afterward.
Encouraging education reforms, occasionally siding with
Republicans, keeping the government open, maintaining
ethical standards, standing for religious tolerance: All of
these seem to be black marks in the Democratic presidential
primaries.
What seems to be helping Democratic candidates with
the primary electorate, on the other hand, is endorsing leftwing fantasies like the “Green New Deal” and indulging in
demagogy about tax refunds. The theme of the Democratic
primaries so far is that no good deed goes unpunished.

When I was 16 in 2006, I
started working at a KFC/Taco
Bell. During that time, the
minimum wage was at $5.15
an hour. That was huge for
me since before that job I was
just a freeloading teenager. As
I was getting older, I learned
$5.15 is not going to pay the
bills. It was also during that
time that a huge debate over
raising the minimum wage
was moving across the nation.
Thus, it began the series of
jumps the minimum wage
would get between 2006 to
2008.
The first raise in
Pennsylvania was slated for
January 2007. It was to go up
to $6.25. I was ecstatic. I mean,
now I got $1 more an hour.
Then, the second raise was
announced for 2008, which
would bring it up to $7.25 an
hour. Everyone I worked with
felt relief. “Finally, a livable
wage,” some of the older
workers would say. Young me
could not wait to get paid.
The first month of 2008
was great. I actually had some
money to play with until
things changed. I was at work
when it happened at KFC/
Taco Bell. The whole menu
board was changed. All of
the prices were significantly
raised. Things got worse after
getting out of work. I noticed
it was everywhere. It was as
if the wage change made no
difference.
Gas prices seem to take a
hit as well. In 2006, gas prices
were ranging around $2.30
to $3 per gallon. When 2008
started, the prices suddenly
swelled. It went as high as
$4.11 per gallon.
During this time, something
even bigger took place. The
market suddenly went through

a burst. Much like The Great
Depression in 1929, people
were borrowing too much.
This caused the banks to fail
and needing bailed out. These
events would be called The
Great Recession of 2008.
Now, what does this history
lesson have to do with the
minimum wage today? Well,
Governor Tom Wolf has
been pushing for a minimum
wage raise for a while. He has
proposed as high as $15 per
hour. My question is, should
we raise the minimum wage?
If so, where should it be raised
to?
My little history with the
minimum wage has taught
me one thing; if they raise
the wage, they could raise
everything else too. Governor
Wolf wants a “livable wage,”
but how can that happen
when the market may have to
change as well? Unfortunately,
for “dead end jobs” like fast
food restaurants, I do not
think there is such a thing as
a livable wage. These jobs are
meant for teenagers as a starter
job who still live with their
parents. The next transition is
to be in a college-level job.
It is also unfortunate many
do not make it to this level.
Mostly, this is because there
are no jobs in the field they are
trying to get in to. With college
bills and no jobs in their field,
they have no choice but to go
back to a “dead end” job.
Does this mean we should
raise the minimum wage?
What if another Great
Recession happens and
another 8.7 million jobs
are lost? These people need
something to live off of.
What are your thoughts?
Should we raise the minimum
wage? Let me know.
Beau Bruneau
@edinboronow

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Quadriplegic Misconceptions
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

What is a quadriplegic? Most would give
a simple answer. “It’s when all four limbs are
disabled.”
That definition is a very vague
representation of the actual meaning, though,
and it took me becoming one to find out. The
actual definition is, “being paralyzed at least
some in all four limbs.” It’s not that big of a
difference in definition, but the words impact
greatly.
Let me give you an example. We all know
that if someone cannot use their arms and
legs, they are considered quadriplegic. What
most people do not know is that someone
can be considered quadriplegic if only their
pinkies and big toes are paralyzed. It does not
have to be the entirety of all of the limbs. It
only needs to a piece of each limb.
Most quadriplegics are in this category.
Take for instance me; I can still move my
arms, but I cannot move my legs or my hands.
Most misconceptions of disability are
taught early. When I was 16, I had a simple
biology class that talked about paraplegia and

quadriplegia. It frightened me. I would say to
myself: “If I was either of them, I would want
to be a para. At least I would have control of
my arms.” To be honest, I think I might have
jinxed myself.
I believe early education about disability
needs to change. Most people are afraid to
even talk to us. These misconceptions are only
the starting point. People fear what they do
not understand. A lot of early injuries and
those born with disabilities are the ones who
are hurt the most. They are the ones that are
shoved in the back of class and ignored most
of the time.
Sometimes they are even pitied. One of
the worst things I see on social media is the
“white knight” asking the “sad disabled girl”
to prom. Prom is for close friends and dates. It
is not to get the “I am the nice guy” reward.
In the end, basic education of disability
needs to change. If we keep teaching these
misconceptions, the gap between disability
and ability will keep growing. Do you
disagree? Let me know what you think.
Beau Bruneau | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Trump can’t sell urgency of the emergency
By Johnathan Bernstein
Bloomberg News

As expected, President Donald Trump
announced that he’s declaring a national
emergency so he can transfer money not
appropriated by Congress to build a wall along
the Mexico border.
He announced the measure in one of those
bizarre statements that, prior to 2017, Americans
probably thought were only delivered by cheezy
strongmen in other nations. The classic spoof is
from Woody Allen’s “Bananas,” when the fictional
dictator of the nonexistent state of San Marcos
declares the official language to be Swedish.
In his statement and his answers to follow-up
questions from the press, Trump rambled on
several different subjects before eventually getting
to the topic at hand. He riffed on how great it was
that China imposed the death penalty for drugs;
repeated his fictional claim of having prevented
a fictional Barack Obama war with North Korea;
and undermined his own case for the purported
“emergency” by saying that “I didn’t need to do
this, but I’d rather do it much faster.”
In addition, he used a kind of weird singsongy speech pattern when discussing the likely
judicial proceedings ahead over his emergency
declaration.

He also, as usual, mischaracterized U.S.
policy on legal immigration, and continued
to relay stories about border crossings that
experts have constantly debunked. A couple of
reporters pressed him to say where he gets his
information, given that he frequently says things
that contradict facts that his own administration
publishes. He couldn’t come close to giving any
kind of coherent response.
Jamelle Bouie, a columnist for the New York
Times, put it best on Twitter: “Today is one of
those days when a straight description of the
president’s behavior sounds partisan and bad
faith.”
(That’s not even getting to Trump’s crass use of
the families of people killed by undocumented
citizens. Those stories are tragic, of course, but so
are all murders. And, as reporters pointed out to
the president, the evidence is that immigrants are
less likely to commit these kinds of crimes. )
To be sure: None of this changes where things
stand. Congress will or won’t challenge him and
the courts will or won’t uphold his authority
in this area. And Friday’s event certainly won’t
convince anyone who wasn’t already convinced by
the last time that Trump made these arguments,
or the time before that. It’s just remarkable that
the president of the United States gives this kind
of performance.

Why it’s important for the
youth to engage in politics
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

1.) Ability to challenge the status quo
The U.S. has generally been known throughout history as a relatively progressive country,
and there is certainly a reason for that: the younger generation’s fresh ideas and perspectives
have the capability to make the proper change happen. One of the greatest things about
America is our first amendment: freedom of speech. Therefore, each generation’s voice and
opinion is crucial in challenging and bettering our current system. The first amendment isn’t
something to be taken for granted; instead it should be utilized in a positive way.
2.) The youth are the future
Considering the obvious fact that no one lives forever, it is inevitable that at some point
the current youth of the U.S. will someday have sole control over the path of our country.
Therefore, it’s important for the youth to receive the highest quality of education. Proper
and positive changes begin with knowledge and education. With the right guidance and
motivation to get involved in current politics, such skills and wisdom acquired can be
translated to new, strong leaders.
3.) The planet needs our help
According to The Guardian, we have between 12-25 years for global warming to be kept
to a maximum of 1.5C. Even a half degree more of change in the current temperature can
wreak havoc on our planet, resulting in even worse floods, droughts and extreme heat and
poverty affecting billions of people. Not only that, but our ecosystems will suffer as well.
With that being said, the obvious answer is that everyone should be aware and doing their
part to prevent such things from happening, most definitely including the youth of America.
Collaborating with each other and even partnering with the government on this issue can lead
to quicker changes, which obviously will lead to quicker results.
4.) More inclination to serve our communities
With a well-rounded involvement and understanding of politics comes more inclination
for the youth to engage in their communities — most specifically within the areas of health,
education and charity work. Without the proper help and leadership of others, there is no way
to remain on a healthy progressive path within communities.
5.) Political participation breeds confidence
The best way to feel confident is to realize that your own voice and opinions matter, which
leads to an all-around more productive, motivated society. Confidence is the key to setting
goals and achieving them, all well forming what you want your future to look like. Feeling
involved in the current state of the world leads to a feeling of purpose and motivation to uplift
yourself and those around you.
Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

Overheard debates: The wall and the emergency that it caused.
By Nathan Brennan | Anisa Venner-Johnston
Arts Editor | Staff Writer

There are many overheard debates in the Spectator office.
Two of the staff who are usually involved in those arguments
take on President Trump’s wall, finding out that they think
more alike on this topic than usual.
Have you stayed informed on Trump’s plan for a border
wall?
Nathan Brennan: I’ve tried to stay pretty informed on this
subject due to its relevance in the current political climate, so
I’d like to say I am updated on the plan for the wall.
Anisa Venner-Johnston: I try very hard to stay up-todate on politics. Not only do I consider it my job as a future
journalist, but my minor (which is political science) focuses a
lot on the president as he’s so nontraditional.
Were you aware that Trump is calling a national emergency
to secure funding for his wall?
NB: I had heard rumblings that he was planning to call a
national emergency, but I didn’t think he would actually do
it. When he actually did, I was surprised.
AVJ: I did. I was expecting it. Since his campaign began,
he has made outlandish comments about the southern
border. First, he demanded Mexico pay for it, then he
demanded they pay for part of it. He had to please his base
who is so against illegal immigration, specifically illegal
immigration surrounding Latin Americans. The wall was
going to be the U.S. citizens’ burden.
What do you think of that?
NB: I don’t care for it. I was under the impression that
national emergencies were mainly called for the purpose of
public safety, such as a disaster resulting from a storm or
weather front. It could be argued that he called it because,
in his mind, border security is a disaster, but is the situation
truly that immediate that funding should be applied right
away to satisfy a campaign promise?
That’s up for debate, but I think it sets a dangerous
precedent. The words “national emergency” could now mean
anything the president wants money for immediately, and he
can now use it to bypass Congress and get funding. For any
future president, this is a new way to upset the checks and
balances, and I’m not comfortable with it, regardless of what
party it belongs to.
AVJ: I’m mad about it. I don’t think he went about this
ethically, at all. First, he shut down the government because
the border security funds didn’t include money for the
wall. Then he declares a national emergency because of the
amount of people who are entering the country illegally.
I don’t agree with illegal immigration. I do believe it’s a
problem that needs to be addressed. However, we have actual
national emergencies like climate change. Congress said
no, and instead of taking the long way around, he said “f***
you” to the system and decided to take it out of other funds
instead.
What do you think about the border wall in general?
NB: I’m just not sure what it would accomplish. I don’t
know what statistics the president uses about supposed
rapists and murderers coming over the southern border of
the U.S., but I doubt they’re correct. I doubt that most studies
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U.S. President Donald Trump declares a national emergency to build his promised border wall during a press conference
in the Rose Garden of the White House on Feb. 15 in Washington, D.C.
are correct, as they are all likely skewed in some manner to
support a particular side of the issue. What I want to know
is the truth: what are the actual numbers? If there is an
objective study on whether or not a border wall would work,
then the government can act accordingly and proceed from
there; however, I don’t think much research has gone into
this, if any.
AVJ: Border security is important. However, putting a
giant concrete wall along the border is so China 1644. I think
that we can be more productive. Why are there so many
people coming to America? Why are they coming illegally?
What can we do to make coming in legally easier? How can
we help countries who are losing their citizens? Trump had
options; he decided to be ridiculous about the situation. Why
is one of the most powerful countries in the world being so
defensive to people who pay taxes and are trying to provide
for their families, all while taking jobs Americans don’t
want?
How do you think building the wall is going to portray the
U.S.?
NB: I think it portrays us as isolationists. For the longest
time, we’ve been embroiled in the business of countless other
countries and their conflicts, and we became a safe haven for
people to be free from oppression. With this wall, it is both
physical and metaphorical. Yes, the wall is there, but I think
it will send a message to others to “keep out.” This could very
well work for those who would do us harm, but what about
those simply seeking a better life? It’s a long and laborious
process to apply for citizenship in this country, and if people
are discouraged from seeking asylum, I feel like we’d lose
something.

AVJ: We are already deemed a country in distress being
led by an impulsive businessman with no political experience
or respect for humans and the world. So, it will likely be
added to the list of reasons this country has no moral
standards under Donald J. Trump.
What do you see the future of the wall being if it gets built?
NB: I think more partisan fighting will take place. It has
always been a hot-button issue, and I can’t see it be anything
other than a polarizing force.
AVJ: Similar to what Nathan said. Bipartisan fighting will
continue to happen. The wall is not worth it. There has to be
a way we can go about immigration that pleases both sides.
What do you think about state attorney generals taking legal
action against Trump (under the pretense that Trump violated
the separation of powers/it isn’t a national emergency)?
NB: I think they’re justified. Like I previously said, I think
the president overstepped his bounds by using the national
emergency function for the border wall, and I certainly think
the checks and balances must be maintained.
AVJ: I think it’s a good way to fight back. Even though two
border states, Arizona and Texas, aren’t joining the masses,
it makes a difference. States that don’t even border with
Mexico are taking a stand. Checks and balances are set in
stone for a reason. When you’re told “no” as the president,
you don’t get to go back and try to force a “yes” for your own
agenda. Trump represents a nation of people with different
backgrounds, personalities and opinions. However, he only
focuses on the few. It’s time he hears from the many.
Nathan Brennan | @edinboronow
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow
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Trump raises a new menace — socialism
By Mark Z. Barabak and Melanie Mason
Los Angeles Times

When Democrats unveiled their Green New Deal to fight
climate change, the Republican response was swift and
strikingly uniform.
“A socialist wish list,” said a spokesman for the national
party.
“The socialist Democrats are off to a great start!” exclaimed a
spokesman for the GOP’s congressional campaign committee.
“Socialism may begin with the best of intentions, but it
always ends with the Gestapo,” chimed in Republican Sen. Tom
Cotton of Arkansas, invoking Winston Churchill.
The echo was no accident. Rather, it marked a purposeful
shift in rhetoric and political strategy as President Donald
Trump and his party increasingly focus on his re-election and
wield the S-word, socialism, as their preferred weapon.
The president faces an uphill battle, his poll numbers are
some of the worst in history and he just faced a drubbing in
November’s midterm election. One way to boost Trump’s
prospects is to shift the focus from his turbulent tenure to
his eventual opponent and his frightful portrayal of that
alternative.
The effort began with his State of the Union speech. “We are
born free, and we will stay free. Tonight, we renew our resolve
that America will never be a socialist country,” he said, in what
has quickly become a campaign staple.
It is both an old and new tactic.
The president’s political rise has been replete with dark
and scary imagery and perceived threats of his own making.
Marauding street gangs. Rapists, drug dealers, murderers
spilling across the country’s border with Mexico. By invoking
a socialist threat, he summons, at least for those of a certain
age, the whiff of Red Menace, bread lines and an assault on
democracy and the country’s foundational free-enterprise
system.
“It’s the sense of something foreign, something unAmerican,” said Stephanie Mudge, a University of California,
Davis sociologist and author of a book on left-of-center politics
in the U.S. and abroad.
It also divides Democrats in a way emotional issues such as
immigration, abortion and gun control generally do not.
For many younger Americans — saddled with college debt,
struggling to find an affordable place to live — socialism has
a more benign connotation, promising a fairer distribution of
wealth and greater economic opportunity. A Gallup Poll last
August found that 51 percent of Americans between the ages of
19 and 29 had a positive view of socialism, compared with 45
percent in that age group who viewed capitalism in a favorable
light.
“They don’t have the legacy of the Cold War and that
narrative about the West, freedom and capitalism versus the
Soviet Union and authoritarian communism,” said Maria
Svart, national director of the Democratic Socialists of

America and, at age 38, a millennial voter.
She welcomes a debate over socialism as a chance to discuss
social justice and economic inequality and ways to achieve
both. “It’s absolutely the moment to shine,” Svart said. “The
more people that hear our message, the better.”
That is not, however, a view that is widely shared, even
among Democrats.
Peter Hart cited a September NBC News/Wall Street
Journal poll he conducted that overall found strongly positive
sentiments toward capitalism and negative views of socialism,
attitudes, he said, that could undermine support for popular
Democratic positions like expanding health care coverage and
fighting climate change if Trump manages to define the terms
of the debate.
“Simply put, no one wants to run on labels,” said Hart,
a veteran party strategist. “What they want to run on are
programs, ideas and directions for the country. ... If the label is
‘capitalism vs socialism,’ capitalism wins and socialism loses.”
The center of gravity within the Democratic Party has
unarguably shifted leftward in recent years; polls show that
Democrats have a much more favorable view of socialism
than the rest of the electorate. Support for universal health
care, higher hourly wages, increased taxes on billionaires and
greater government oversight of the economy have all become
standard orthodoxy among the party’s leading White House
contenders.
But the consensus quickly breaks down when the question is
how best to achieve those goals.
Republicans would like to make the democratic socialists
Bernie Sanders and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez avatars of the
Democratic Party. But not every Democrat echoes the Vermont
senator, whose 2016 economic populist campaign helped push
the party left, or embraces the environmentalist Green New
Deal unveiled to great fanfare by the freshman New York
representative.
“I know that the easy thing to do is say, ‘Yes, yes, yes,’”
Sen. Sherrod Brown of Ohio, who is weighing a White House
bid, said of the expansive and costly blueprint to fight global
warming. But, he said, “I don’t need to co-sponsor every
bill that others think they need to co-sponsor to show my
progressive politics.”
Mindful of the divide within their party, Democratic
presidential hopefuls have tread a careful path.
“Look, I believe in capitalism,” Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth
Warren said on Bloomberg TV when asked whether socialism,
an economic system in which the production and distribution
of goods are substantially controlled by the government, is the
best path to follow.
“But let’s be really clear,” she continued. “Capitalism without
rules is theft. ... What I believe is capitalism with serious rules
and that means everybody gets a chance to play.”
Pete Buttigieg, the 37-year-old mayor of South Bend, Ind.,
kept himself at arm’s length even as he suggested the S-word

California sues Trump administration
over national emergency declaration
By Patrick McGreevy and Phil Willon
Los Angeles Times

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Gov. Gavin
Newsom said Friday that California was
planning to sue the Trump administration
over its declaration of a national emergency
on the southern border with Mexico,
delivering on a promise state Attorney
General Xavier Becerra made last week “to
reject this foolish proposal in court the
moment it touches the ground.”
Newsom and Becerra announced they
were developing plans for the legal action at
a Capitol news conference just hours after
President Donald Trump declared a national
emergency in an attempt to divert up to
$6.6 billion from other projects, including
military construction jobs, to build or
reinforce as many as 234 miles of border
barriers.
“Fortunately, Donald Trump is not the
last word,” Newsom said. “The courts will
be the last word.”
Newsom called the wall “a vanity project,
a monument to stupidity,” and said the real
emergency was the wildfire disaster that
needed federal funds.
“No other state is going to be impacted by
this declaration of emergency more than the
state of California,” the governor said.
Becerra said attorneys were reviewing
the declaration and would develop the legal
argument to take to court in the near future.
“No one in America is above the law, not
even the president of the United States,”
Becerra said. “He can’t do this because the
U.S. Constitution gives Congress, not the
president, the powers to direct dollars, the
powers of the purse.”
Becerra said he was talking to other states
about joining in a legal challenge.
Asked about the timing of a federal
lawsuit, Becerra said: “We’ll be ready soon.”
Trump said the action was needed
after Congress blocked his efforts to get
significant funds for the wall.
“We’re going to confront the national
security crisis on our southern border,” the
president said Friday at the White House.
In his Spanish-language response to the
president’s State of the Union address last
week, Becerra said he was prepared to go to
court. Newsom and Becerra repeated their
warning of legal action on Thursday, saying
in a joint statement that “the president’s
‘national emergency’ is nothing more than
a fabrication while real emergencies are
awaiting his action. If the president tries
to use a made up emergency to pay for his
border wall, then California will see him in
court.”

The lawsuit announced Friday would be
the 46th legal challenge filed by Becerra
against the Trump administration, and
California has had a mixed record of
success.
On Monday, a federal appeals court
rejected a legal challenge by California
that attempted to stop rebuilding of some
sections of the existing U.S.-Mexico border
wall, ruling that the Trump administration
did not exceed its authority when it waived
environmental regulations for projects near
San Diego.
Becerra defended his record of suing the
Trump administration, saying his successes
have included a decision by the U.S.
Supreme Court this week to hear a challenge
to the Trump administration plan to add a
citizenship question to the U.S. Census.
“In most cases we have been proven to be
correct,” Becerra said.
Newsom said the declaration Friday
could “take the rug out” from under law
enforcement efforts in California against
drug trafficking.
Trump predicted Friday that his action
would draw legal challenges, saying, “We
will then be sued. ... We will possibly get
another bad ruling,” but adding that he
thought he would win in the U.S. Supreme
Court.
Newsom lashed out at Trump and the
Senate for failing to approve a $12 billion
disaster relief package that the Democraticcontrolled House passed in January. The
funding would have helped rebuild areas of
California devastated by the 2018 wildfires,
as well as provide assistance to Florida and
other states ravaged by hurricanes.
The governor accused Trump of playing
politics with that disaster money and
diverting the nation’s attention to the
“sideshow” over the border wall.
“There’s $12 billion of appropriation that
the president of the United States didn’t even
pay lip service to,” Newsom said. “There are
millions of Americans right now waiting
for those dollars—emergency money to
change their lives. These people are under
enormous stress and anxiety.”
The attorney general said it appeared
Trump was hoping, through an expected
court battle over the declaration, to use the
U.S. Supreme Court as a “tool” to fulfill a
campaign promise.
What is happening at the border is
not the same as other previous national
emergencies, he said.
“This is not 9/11. This is not the Iran
hostage crisis of 1979,” Becerra said. “This is
a president showing his disdain for the rule
of law and the U.S. Constitution.”

has lost its political punch.
“You can no longer simply kill off a line of discussion about a
policy by saying it’s socialist,” he said on CNN. “If someone my
age or younger is weighing a policy idea and somebody comes
along and says, ‘You can’t do that; it’s socialist,’ I think our
answer is going to be, ‘OK, is it a good idea or is it not?’”
The fact, though, that the question is even being asked of
candidates speaks to one of the great advantages Trump enjoys
as president: the power to shape the 2020 campaign agenda and
frame the debate.
Though he lost the popular vote, Trump has made precious
little effort since 2016 to win converts. Some advisers believe
the president’s style is so polarizing that he stands little
chance of success, even if he tried. So they say his best chance
of winning re-election is to repeat what he did last time:
demonizing his opponent, whoever he or she turns out to be, to
rally support and frighten off any voters who may be uncertain
or leaning the other way.
“Elections, at the end of the day, are choices,” said Raj Shah,
a former White House spokesman working for Trump’s rewelection campaign. He rejected the notion that the president
is trying to distract from his performance by using scare
tactics.
“He can run on his accomplishments,” Shah said, “and also
contrast that with the vision and positions of his opponents.”
Which, Trump hopes to convince voters, reside just this side
of Karl Marx and Mao’s “Little Red Book.”
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Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez speaks as Sen. Ed Markey,
right, and other Congressional Democrats listen during a
news conference.

Newspaper ads placed
by former slaves read aloud
By Kristin E. Holmes
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — The plea is poignant in its
urgency, a time-is-running-out appeal published
in a Baltimore newspaper more than 40 years after
emancipation.
Ann Whaley, 101, is looking for relatives sold
away from her. Before she dies, she wants to see
them.
“I am very anxious to get in direct
correspondence with them,” she wrote. “Anything
you can do for me, an ex-slave, will be highly
appreciated.”
Whaley’s beseeching words — which appeared
in the Baltimore Sun on Aug. 26, 1911 — are
about to reach a new audience. On Monday, they
will be read from a stage at Villanova University
as a cast of 75 area residents and students bring
former slaves’ published petitions to life in “Last
Seen: Voices from Slavery’s Lost Families.”
The performance will be a compilation of
classified ads, letters and articles printed in
newspapers in the decades following the 1863
signing of the Emancipation Proclamation:
mothers searching for their children, husbands for
their wives, daughters and sons for their parents,
siblings for each other.
“You think of emancipation as this magic wand
of freedom,” said director Valerie Joyce, chair of
Villanova’s theater and studio art department. “But
50 years after, (families) are still placing ads for the
people they lost” in a “search that reveals the open
wounds that were left long after slavery ended.”
The production was born of an online database
created in 2017 by Judith Giesberg, a history
professor and Civil War scholar at Villanova,

and Margaret Jerrido, archivist for Mother
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in
Philadelphia’s Old City.
Their project, “Last Seen: Finding Family
After Slavery,” has since become a repository for
nearly 4,000 ads from hundreds of newspapers,
including African-American publications such as
the Black Republican in New Orleans, abolitionist
papers such as the Liberator, and the Christian
Recorder, the official publication of the A.M.E.
denomination published at Mother Bethel. The
materials include a trove of names of former slaves
and long-lost relatives, owners and traders, and
plantation locations.
The database, which continues to grow as more
ads are transcribed, has been a boon to the keepers
of family histories. The Rev. Dr. Mark Kelly Tyler,
of Mother Bethel, found a great-great-great-greatgrandfather, the Rev. J. W. Devine of Pittsburgh,
mentioned in an ad as a contact for former slaves
seeking their families.
Last spring, Giesberg and Jerrido traveled to
Yale University for a conference on digitizing
African-American history, where they met a
faculty member who suggested using the ads as
the basis for a theatrical project. Back at Villanova,
Giesberg and Joyce set it in motion, with the hope
that other schools will be inspired to follow suit.
For their production, they put out a call for
volunteer readers and wound up with a diverse
cast ranging in age from 6 to 78 and including
teachers, clergy, students, retirees, professors,
and students from a performing arts school in
Baltimore.
They had one rehearsal before Monday’s
performance.
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Jacquie Brodie-Davis performs a monologue during a rehearsal for the original Black
History Month performance, ‘Last Seen: Finding Family After Slavery,’ at Villanova.
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US Air-Force aid to Venezuela becomes standoff
and ‘major test’ of president Nicolas Maduro’s power
By Patrick J. McDonnell
Los Angeles Times

CUCUTA, Colombia — The Trump administration ratcheted up pressure Saturday on
beleaguered Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, dispatching U.S. military planes filled with
humanitarian aid to this city on the Venezuelan border.
In Germany, Vice President Mike Pence urged the European Union to follow the U.S. lead in
rejecting the legitimacy of Maduro’s government and recognize the asserted interim government
of Juan Guaido, the opposition legislator who declared himself interim president last month, with
U.S. backing.
Meeting a U.S. Air-Force C-17 cargo plane at the airport here at a highly publicized event on
Saturday was a welcome committee of representatives of the United States and Colombia, a close
Washington ally, as well as officials with Guaido’s self-declared “interim” administration.
“This shows that we are serious — this aid must reach the people of Venezuela, no matter what
Maduro says,” said Jose Manuel Olivares, a Venezuelan lawmaker allied with Guaido.
The aid standoff has become a major test of Guaido’s asserted leadership and of Maduro’s resolve
to resist growing international pressure to let in the food and medicine.
Maduro, who accuses Washington of mounting a coup against his socialist government, has
labeled the aid a political tool and prelude to a U.S. “invasion,” and vowed it would never be
allowed into Venezuela — which has been suffering chronic shortages of food and medicine.
But Guaido, the opposition leader, has pledged that the aid would enter Venezuela by Feb. 23.
Opposition leaders have spoken of unspecified “contingency” plans to insure that the aid gets into
the country.
The use of military aircraft to deliver food and medicines is standard and does not imply any
prospective U.S. military intervention in Venezuela, according to the U.S. Agency for International
Development, which is coordinating the aid program.
But the optics of a pair of huge cargo jets bearing the Stars and Stripes insignia touching down a
few miles from the Venezuela border—their arrival touted at a tarmac press event organized by the
U.S. embassy in Bogota—inevitably generated questions.
The Trump administration has said it seeks a nonviolent resolution to the Venezuelan crisis, but
has not ruled out any options and insists that Maduro must relinquish power.
In a recent published interview, Guaido also pointedly did not rule out the possibility of
military intervention in Venezuela. While he also said he prefers a peaceful outcome, Guaido told
a Uruguayan publication that justification exists in Venezuelan law for an “international force” to
“restore the constitutional order and protect the live(s) of our citizens.”
Francisco Santos, the Colombian ambassador to Washington who attended the airport news
event here, was peppered with questions Saturday about a prospective U.S. military intervention,
possibly from Colombian territory. He denied that the matter had even been officially discussed.
“We have not spoken of military intervention,” replied Santos, who added that the U.S. military
aircraft “were the easiest way to bring in the aid.”
A previous shipment of Venezuela-bound aid was flown via commercial aircraft to Bogota and
shipped by truck to Cucuta. Saturday’s consignment ferried by the U.S. Air Force was the second
major U.S. shipment of aid bound for Venezuela. More aid flights are scheduled in coming days,
U.S. officials said.
Meanwhile, Pence in Germany called on the European Union to recognize Guaido’s selfdeclared government.
“We’ve seen what happens when the free world and freedom-loving people unite around a single

cause,” Pence said at the annual Munich Security Conference.
While many European nations have recognized Guaido as Venezuela’s interim leader, neither
the European Union as a whole or the United Nations have taken that step.
Globally, Russia, China and Cuba remain allies of Maduro’s government. Officials of Mexico,
Uruguay and Italy, among other nations, say they remain neutral in the dispute and have not
recognized Guaido’s rule.
Donated aid destined for Venezuela has been arriving to this border city for weeks, only to be
stored in warehouses. Venezuelan authorities have barricaded a bridge border crossing where the
food and medicine were supposed to be shipped in.
U.S. officials have been urging Venezuelan military and police to allow the food and medicines
to enter Venezuela. But the Venezuelan military brass has shown no public sign of breaking with
Maduro, despite offers of amnesty from Guaido and from U.S. leaders.
In comments at the airport here, Mark Green, who heads the U.S. Agency for International
Development, which provided the aid, called Maduro a “dictator” and blamed his “political
mismanagement and corruption” for Venezuela’s collapsing economy and its shortages of
foodstuffs and medicines.
Maduro blames U.S. sanctions against Venezuela, what he calls a U.S. “economic war” or
“blockade,” for the country’s shortages.
Maduro was elected last year to a new six-year term in balloting boycotted by much of the
opposition.
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U.S. aid at a loading dock in Cucuta, Colombia, awaits to be delivered to Venezuela.
Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro has said he won’t let the food and medicine enter the
country, fearing that it’s a pretext to a coup or armed invasion.

UK set to tell EU it doesn’t South Africa’s rhino poaching sees ‘significant’ decline
DPA
want to renegotiate Brexit
By Ian Wishart
Bloomberg News

BRUSSELS — British Prime Minister Theresa May’s officials are
preparing to compromise on their demands for a rewrite of the Brexit
agreement, according to a person familiar with the matter.
The United Kingdom government is watering down its request for changes
to the contentious Irish border “backstop” arrangement as set out in the text
of the divorce deal that May struck with the European Union last year.
Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay told the European Union’s chief Brexit
negotiator, Michel Barnier, during a private meeting Monday that the
government is not pursuing a reopening of the withdrawal agreement. That’s
likely to enrage the pro-Brexit members of May’s Conservative Party who
say the backstop is unacceptable.
While the stance could help the premier get concessions from Brussels, it
risks making the agreement more difficult to sell to members of Parliament
in London.
The EU has consistently rejected the possibility of renegotiating the
deal that was struck between the two sides in November, even though U.K.
lawmakers last month voted in favor of sending May back to try to do so.
May told members of Parliament after their vote last month there needed
to be “significant” and “legally binding” changes to the backstop and that
this would necessitate the reopening of the withdrawal agreement.
But after senior EU officials and leaders lined up to rebuff May, Barclay
told Barnier the U.K. didn’t need the deal to be reopened if it could get the
desired result through other means, according to the person with knowledge
of the meeting.
A second person with knowledge of the EU’s position said the bloc could
consider a separate document that could be an annex to the withdrawal
agreement that would expand on the backstop arrangement. This could
possibly include review clauses and a joint commitment to explore
technological alternatives.
Under the current agreement, the whole of the U.K. would stay in a
customs union with the EU until another solution is acceptable to both
sides. Pro-Brexit politicians fear the U.K. would be trapped in the backstop
indefinitely, preventing the country from forging its own trade deals.
They want the backstop to be time-limited or have a unilateral exit
guarantee, both of which the EU has rejected. Steve Baker, one of the proBrexit members of May’s party, told Parliament on Thursday that there’s a
majority in the House of Commons that wants the backstop replaced.

CAPE TOWN, South Africa — South Africa has made
“significant progress” in decreasing rhino poaching, the
environmental affairs ministry said Wednesday.
In 2018, 769 rhino were illegally killed across the
country, down from 1,028 poached animals in 2017,
environmental affairs minister Nomvula Mokonyane said
in a statement.
It is the third consecutive year that has seen a decline
in rhino poaching, particularly in South Africa’s national
parks, according to the ministry.
It is also the first time in five years that the annual figure
of illegally killed rhinos remains below 1,000 animals, the
minister said.
Most of the rhinos poached in 2018 were killed in the
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Two rhino calves rescued by The Rhino Orphanage in South Africa, eat their breakfast in May 2015. The
calves were orphaned by poaching.

Nationalism in Europe casts
shadow over Balkan healing
By Andrea Dudik
Bloomberg News
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Prime Minister Theresa May walks out to address the media at 10
Downing Street after her government defeated a vote of no confidence in
the House of Commons on Jan. 16, 2019, in London.

famous Kruger National Park, an international tourism
magnet, according to the statement.
“Combating rhino poaching remains a national priority,”
said Mokonyane, promising all government departments
would do their best “to ensure that this iconic species is
conserved for generations to come.”
There are only about 20,000 to 25,000 black and white
rhinos left in Africa.
A total of 365 alleged rhino poachers and 36 alleged
rhino horn traffickers were arrested in South Africa in
2018, the ministry said.
There are currently 318 rhino poaching-related cases on
the court roll nationwide, it added.
Rhinos are killed for their horn, which is believed
to have medicinal purposes or used as an aphrodisiac,
especially in Asia.

As Zoran Zaev sets out his vision of prosperity and
integration for the Balkans, there’s one major risk.
The prime minister of Republic of North Macedonia
hopes that his country’s imminent NATO membership
will be part of a wider process that would put the region
into the European Union and lay the foundation for its
economic development over the next decade. But the rise
of nationalists in the EU parliamentary elections in May
could block that goal. “If we intend to be together, we must
stop thinking that everything in the world started from our
nations,” Zaev said. “And not only in the Balkans.”
Zaev said integration could boost the living standards
of some of Europe’s poorest people and to stop the flow of
their most talented people to the west. Yet the nationalist
sentiment that sparked Europe’s bloodiest post-World War
II killings is still causing divisions.
Nationalist politicians remain influential in the western
Balkans. In Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serb minority leader
Milorad Dodik has emerged as the most powerful politician
by advocating partition of a country still grappling with the
aftermath of the wars of the 1990s.
“I hope that politicians will be more in favor of the states
and common European society than in their or party polls,”

Zaev said. “That’s the future of the world.”
For his nation of 2 million, he hopes NATO membership
will help kick-start the economy, which came to a standstill
during the corruption scandals of 2017 that brought him to
power. Zaev and his Greek counterpart Alexis Tsipras agreed
last year to change the nation’s name, prompting Greece
to lift its veto over its neighbor’s membership in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization and the EU.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel praised the two
leaders Saturday for their courage in reaching a compromise.
“I had given up,” she said at a gathering of senior defense
and foreign policy officials in Munich. “In all of those
protracted conflicts for which we have not found solutions,
if you have the necessary courage, you can find one.”
Zaev hopes NATO membership will help increase foreign
investment. He projects extra investment of as much as
$340 million a year on top of the $240 million the country
received in 2017.
One thing he’s not worrying about, though, is the likely
change of leadership in Greece after this year’s election. The
leader of Greek opposition party New Democracy, Kyriakos
Mitsotakis, said last month that Greece retains the right to
veto its neighbor’s bid to join the EU at any time.
“It’s easier to comment on something when you are an
opposition politician,” Zaev said. “I think the rhetoric will
change once he is in power.”

