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Capturing what
she loves
Junior photographer talks
major jump and her passion
By Jamie Heinrich
Staff Writer

Every week, The Spectator’s art section highlights an Edinboro
student by way of the “Artist Spotlight.” Find additional stories in this
series through our online archive at EdinboroNow.com.
When Shaddai Crosby came to Edinboro University for business
administration, she never expected that after one year in the
program she would change her major to photography. Now a junior
in this new field, she hasn’t looked back.
Crosby was born and raised in Erie. She chose to stay close to
home and to attend Edinboro in 2016 due to the reasonable cost
and the business administration program.
“My first year in business was very challenging, because I did
not really fit in that area. I really felt like I was being put into a
box, if that makes sense. I was not able to adjust well and did not
see a future in that field,” Crosby said. “The shift from business
administration to a full concentration in photography was gradual.”
Crosby explained that initial fear held her back from her desire to
pursue photography. “I was afraid I wouldn’t make enough money

I love photos that convey hope and joy
and things that stir up curiosity.

— Shaddai Crosby

Photo: Jamie Heinrich

Shaddai Crosby moved from business administration to pursue photography. She is this week’s Artist Spotlight.
to be successful, so that’s why I stuck with business for an entire
year.” She ultimately changed her major in 2017.
Crosby recognized the jump from business administration to
photography was a big one. But as she explained, it was based in
self-expression.
“I know what it’s like to get a rush of emotions from looking at a
really good or a really bad photograph. I really just enjoy showing
people how I see things. I’ve always been drawn to photography,
[and] I just love all of the freedom my camera gives.”
Crosby describes her photography style as “based on capturing
the emotional moods of life.” She wishes to portray moods and a
strong sense of emotion through her work. “I love [photos] that
convey hope and joy and things that stir up curiosity,” she explained.

‘I Am Enough’

Panel discusses intersectionality and living as women of color
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

On Monday, March 25, Edinboro
University students, faculty, staff and
community members gathered in the Scot
Cinema for a panel discussion on the role
of intersectionality among women of color.
The panelists — Pertrina Marrero,
director of diversity and inclusion on
campus, Denise Manjarrez, manager of
campus life and student services at Porreco
College, and Marissa Rodriguez, assistant
director of admissions and diversity
recruiter — discussed their personal lives
and what it took for them to understand
who they are and the role they play as
women of color.
Marrero started the panel discussion
off with her definition of intersectionality,

along with her own personal
intersectionalities and how people can
share these.
“For those of you who don’t understand
what intersectionality is, it is all the places
that you are a part of culturally that
intersect,” Marrero said. “When I define
multicultural, I define it as the coexistence
of things that you and I can have that are
shared or individualized. For instance: I
am a mother, I am a sister, I am a daughter,
I am a friend, I am a cousin and so forth.
Some of you can relate to those things.”
Marrero, Manjarrez and Rodriguez all
expressed frustration and the stereotypes
in their intersectionalities. Marrero
found herself being stereotyped as a black
woman, someone who “is loud, dramatic,
angry,” who also wears stilettos, fake nails
and big earrings. Rodriguez found that as

Photo: Anisa Venner-Johnston

Pictured, left to right: Denise Manjarrez, Pertrina Marrero and Marissa Rodriguez.
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a Latina she was often expected to know
Spanish, but actually grew up in a nonSpanish speaking household.
Despite these personal setbacks and the
frustrations that came with them, these
women found groups and people that
welcomed them and accepted them for all
the different parts of their selves.
A Compton native, Manjarrez found
herself a part of a women’s empowerment
group called Collectiva Chicana.
“It was a group of women that shared
similar experiences,” Manjarrez said. “We
talked about issues around being women
from different communities and how we
didn’t fit into every space.”
A Cleveland native, Rodriguez
found herself going to several different
places before she found someone who
understood her and wanted to work with
her on the discomforts she felt in the
different sections of her life.
“The first time you go to someone might
not be it. For some of you, it might be
great, but it is not going to be the same for
everyone,” Rodriguez said.
Before the end of the panel discussion,
they encouraged and reminded attendees
that we all change and we all grow
differently. However, we should remain
curious and open to understanding the
spaces we occupy and the spaces other do,
too.
“People come from all different walks of
life,” Rodriguez said. “How we choose to
engage with one another, how we choose
to question [our differences] and how we
choose to have conversations about [our
differences] is important.”
Anisa Venner-Johnston
@edinboronow

The Arts

Currently, she is working on a mini black and white series
capturing the emotions of the humans she encounters. She wants
those who see her photos to be able to feel the emotion presented by
her subject.
Crosby also wants those who view her photography to be able to
see the touches of herself that she leaves in each piece: “I want [my
audience] to see a girl who wasn’t afraid to capture what she loves. I
want people to be inspired to pursue their God-given talent.”
She has a strong desire to start exploring conceptual art as she

See Photography, A3

Strategic Plan Update
Preliminary report heard, tentative
date for final report set at April 19
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

In late January, Edinboro
University announced
the construction of a new
five-year plan, led by the
campus’ strategic planning
committee.
The strategic plan that
the university was operating
under previously (20132018) had been conducting
by former university
president Dr. Julie Wollman
and ended last year.
“Early on we decided to
follow pretty much what the
state system is looking at
in their strategic overview
of the state system as a
whole. They are looking at
three big things: student
success, university success,
and system success. From
those three, we are looking
at student success and
university success,” Matt
Cettin said. Cettin serves
as co-chair of the strategic
planning committee along
with interim provost Dr.
James Fisher.
According to Cettin (also
director of institutional
research and assessment),
student success and
university success have
three big ideas under them.
For student success, those
ideas are: academic success,
student well-being and
experimental education.
Under university success,
the focus is: fiscal wellbeing, auxiliary operations,

which include on-campus
housing and dining halls,
and overall university
climate/culture.
“We heard early on that
people wanted to feel more
of a community, making
sure that everyone is civil
to each other. When we
did the identity retreat last
summer, that came out as a
major theme, people wanted
more of a community,”
Cettin said about the focus
on improving university
climate.
The identity retreat was
hosted by the then newlyappointed interim university
president Michael Hannan.
According to Cettin, the
retreat opened a dialogue
surrounding the question:
‘What is the identity of
Edinboro?’
“It was around when we
were undergoing the [re]
branding process; it was
kind of a kick-off to the
strategic plan in a way, so
that everyone was working
with the same vision,” Cettin
said.
“The stage that we are in
right now is to take those
three ideas (under student
success and university
success), and kind of come
up with tactics, ways that we
can improve those things or
do those things better. We’re

See Update, A2

Sports
Gmitter Art
Scholarship
Annual art scholarship
commemorates 10
years of success.
Find out who won,
A4.

Softball dominates
a doubleheader at Clarion, B1.
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Julia Robinson and the future ‘Boro Navigators mentoring
of women in STEM fields
program to help at-risk
EU Math and Science Club honors famous mathematician
to commemorate, celebrate Women’s History Month

students transition to college
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Photo: Jamie Heinrich

Pictured from left to right: Dr. John Hoggard, retired EU professor Anne Jedlicka, and
retired EU staffer in the department of technology and communications Thomas Bennett,
following the viewing of ‘Julia Robinson and Hilbert’s Tenth Problem.’

By Jamie Heinrich
Staff Writer

Edinboro University’s (EU) Math and
Computer Science Club held their annual viewing
of “Julia Robinson and Hilbert’s Tenth Problem”
on Wednesday, March 20, in celebration of
Women’s History Month.
The documentary screening aimed to open
a campus dialogue on gender discrimination in
the science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) fields, along with how to reach out to
students about STEM studies.
Dr. John Hoggard, advisor to the math club,
said that the hope of the annual viewing of “Julia
Robinson and Hilbert’s Tenth Problem” is to
shine a light on women within STEM fields. He
explained that traditionally women within these
fields had been looked down upon by their male
counterparts.
“One of the things I like about the
documentary, and why it fits well into Women’s
History Month, is that it addressed, a little bit, how
being a woman affected her (Julia Robinson’s) life
and her research,” he said.
The documentary follows the life of
Julia Robinson (1919-1985), an American
mathematician whose work on Hilbert’s 10th
problem was crucial to finding the resolution of
the problem in 1970. However, as Robinson began
her career she faced gender discrimination; now
she is touted as one of the great mathematicians.
Also attending the documentary was retired
EU Professor Anne Jedlicka. Jedlicka taught in
the mathematics department at ‘Boro from 1966
to 2001. She explained that she had also faced
gender discrimination as a woman in the field of
mathematics.
“It (gender discrimination) was something that,
if you work at it constantly, day-by-day, one step
at a time, you say to yourself — there always has

to be a better day. And hopefully, it will — it did
disappear.”
Further, Jedlicka said that she noticed that
her field had become much more inclusive
throughout her career as a mathematician
at EU and that she never regretted teaching
mathematics. “I was very happy here. I liked the
students. I liked the faculty.”
During her time at Edinboro, the computer
science department was developed and Jedlicka
helped research and develop the actuary program.
She also helped create pamphlets on the actuary
program that were distributed to young women at
local high schools, drawing young women into the
mathematics field.
Though EU’s Math and Computer Science
Club were responsible for the event, out of the 28
people in attendance, not one student was in the
club. Furthermore, there was no math majors or
computer science majors in attendance. Hoggard
explained: “I was a little surprised that we didn’t
have a single math major here, even though we
had a large number of students. I think part of the
problem was that a lot of our math majors have
already seen the film.” He continued, “The other
nice thing about the documentary is that it gives
non-mathematicians a taste of what it is like to do
mathematical research at the highest level.”
Kayla Underwood, a senior nursing major at
EU, reflected this demographic, coming to see the
documentary as it was a Women’s History Month
event, but leaving the screening more informed on
what goes into mathematic research. She said that
viewing the documentary was encouraging.
“It was cool to see how she (Robinson) was the
first woman to win all those mathematic awards...I
want to get my master’s and eventually my Ph.D.,
so it was inspiring to see her solve unsolvable
math problems.”
Jamie Heinrich | @edinboronow

When a student arrives at Edinboro
University, they hold three uncontrollable
attributes, according to the Vincent Tinto
model of retention. Those attributes
are: prior qualifications, individual
characteristics and family attributes. In
the student’s time at Edinboro, four major
indicators — learning support, counseling,
social integration and academic integration
— will sway that student in one of two
directions: 1. Continue to graduation;
2. Dropout. In an effort to make sure
that Edinboro is able to harness those
controllable indicators, LaTessa Black and
the Academic Success Center have launched
a new initiative called ‘Boro Navigators.
‘Boro Navigators is a peer mentoring
program designed to help at-risk freshman
students acclimate to college life. The
program identifies at-risk freshman students
as first generation, Pell-grant eligible,
students of color, out of state and region, or
commuter.
“We are specifically targeting those
populations of students because when we
were looking at the retention rates of the
university, we saw that with some of the
changes we’ve made, the retention has gone
up. [However] as the retention is going up for
the general population of students, when it
comes to those demographics of the students
that are in this program, the retention isn’t
as high,” Black said. Black is an academic
success coordinator for students in the art,
art education, theatre, music and music
education programs and head of this project.
According to university records, the
second-year retention rate for students of
color at Edinboro has been in decline since
Fall 2013, where 66.9 percent of students
were retained. In Fall 2014, 62.3 percent
were retained; in Fall 2015, 56.9 percent were
retained; and in Fall 2016, there was a slight
increase as 61 percent were retained.
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From A1
of the strategic planning committee was
delivered March 25.
“It’s really an open plan, and it will fit
nicely with the incoming president, because
they will have some say on what we should
be focused on in terms of numbers. This
is a unique process because the way that
strategic plans are carried out is top down,
and we really don’t have that, we don’t have a
president who is focused on that,” Cettin said.
Cettin also spoke on contrasts between
former Edinboro president Dr. H. Fred
Walker’s “Our Path Forward” work and the
current plan.
“It wasn’t ever formalized (Walker’s attempt
at a strategic plan before resigning), so there
were never any written documents about
what that was supposed to be. It was kind
of the framework for any strategic plan, and
you have to remember that any time that
somebody comes in, this is going to happen
again, this is going to happen with the new
president, they’re going to want to come in
and get a feel for who we are, how we operate
and what we’re focused on. I think that
was Dr. Walker’s way of doing that,” Cettin
explained.
“There were some really good things that
came out of that, for example he had these
task forces around different ideas. It would be
silly for us to throw out all the work that the
people did just because it wasn’t formalized.
So, we’ve been mining that for data as well,”
Cettin said.
“The biggest gripe in leadership was that
we weren’t really sure what the end goal was
for that plan because it was never officially
formalized as a road map for the university...
The whole idea of this plan is that no one
knows us better than our own selves, so we
should probably say what we should focus on
in the next three to four years.”

Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

WE SOLVE PROBLEMS

Update
in the gathering stage right now.”
Currently, the larger strategic planning
group is broken up into groups of 3-5 people
around the six categories. These groups are
reviewing notes from the open forum sessions
that the strategic planning committee hosted,
along with looking at data collected from
the campus-wide survey sent out early this
semester. Furthermore, the strategic planning
groups have been meeting with individuals
and groups around campus.
“We tried to make the committee as
inclusive and representative as possible,”
Cettin said. “What is really interesting is that
the committee is comprised of everyone from
the chairman of the council of trustees down
to [faculty and staff]. Dr. Hannan’s idea was
to keep senior leadership out of it. So that
they don’t influence the decisions. If you’ve
worked in these positions long enough,
it’s hard to tell your boss no. So, it’s a nice
strata of mid-level career professionals. We
have people like Monica Clem from career
services, Philomena Gill from academic
success, and students and faculty.”
Everyone who currently serves on the
strategic planning committee has volunteered
for their position; no one was appointed to
the committee. “We wanted people who were
genuinely interested in each of those ideas.”
April 19 is the target date for presentation
of findings of the strategic planning groups.
However, Cettin explained: “The end date of
April 19 isn’t actually an end date. With this
plan what we’re trying to do is not write it
all based off what two or three people think,
or even the committee thinks. What we’re
doing is asking, ‘What are the big things
that we need to focus on?’ And then what
are the three or four major things under
those big things, and then probably for the
next year make sure that we are making the
best decisions possible around each of those
things.”
A report based on the preliminary findings

“When you look at any university, even
when you look at Edinboro University, there
are certain resources available for students.
Here we have (in the learning commons)
global education, which works with
international students and domestic students
that might want to go and study aboard; we
have Office of Accessibility Services (OAS),
where students who have a documented
disability have those resources available.
I could go on and on about athletics and
different resources we have, but when you
look at this demographic of students that
this program caters to, there really isn’t
anything that is set up in place for these
students,” Black said.
Edinboro University has previously
participated in Act 101, a similar program
funded through the Pennsylvania Higher
Education Equal Opportunity Act 101,
which was passed in 1971. The program
was designed to deliver supports to “the
most disadvantaged students,” meaning
students who were deemed economically and
educationally disadvantaged.
The university no longer participates in
this program, according to Philomena Gill,
assistant vice president of academic and
student success.
The application to apply to be a ‘Boro
Navigator is currently available on the
“student employment” tab on MyEdinboro.
Black hopes to hire four to five mentors,
who will receive compensation for their
work. Applicants should have at least a
2.5 GPA, be involved with an on-campus
club or organization, and in all be a “role
model figure that students can look up to.”
Black hopes to have all applications in by
April 12. Once employees are hired and the
interviewing process is over, new hires will
undergo mandatory training in preparation
of the fall 2019 launch date of this project.
Contact LaTessa Black with any questions or
comments.
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Social Equity distinguished
lecturer series highlights women
in Judaism, including Ginsburg Edinboro University celebrates
By Amber Chisholm
ATHENA connections leadership
pin recipients in ceremony
Staff Writer

In a recent campus presentation, professors
and students alike shared and learned
information regarding the lives of particular
Jewish women throughout the 19th century
and up to the present day.
Titled “Pioneers, Activists, and Warriors:
Jewish Women in the Struggle for Social
Justice,” the presentation was held in room
101 of Hendricks Hall on Monday, March 25
at 3 p.m.
According to Dr. Jerra Jenrette, a professor
in the History, Politics, Languages and
Cultures Department, she chose this topic
because the history of Judaism and its people
has been “fraught with persecution” for at
least 2,000 years, and that Jewish women
have been “at the forefront of ” the fight for
women’s equality, along with issues such
as reproductive freedom and social justice.
Research for the event was also conducted by
student Nichole Heitzenrater.
Hedy Lamarr, an actress and inventor,
was the first example, whose history was
expanded on through the words of a student
and through a video near the end. One of her
breakthroughs was designing a radio system
for torpedoes during World War II that could
not be tracked or jammed, while an updated
version of this was implemented through the
U.S. Navy in the early 1960s.
Margaret Sanger was the second example, a
public health nurse and birth control activist
who opened the first U.S. birth control clinic
in New York City and advocated for women’s
rights in that regard, especially through a
pamphlet called “Woman Rebel.” Sanger’s
message through the pamphlet was that
women should fight imposed limits “openly,
consciously and fearlessly.”
She also helped create the American Birth
Control League, now known as Planned
Parenthood.
Gloria Steinem, who said that a feminist “is
anyone who recognizes the equality and full
humanity of women and men,” founded Ms.
Magazine. She also gained insight from the
African-American perspective, as perceptions
of what they viewed and lived by as feminism
had negatively impacted their population.
Szenes, a Special Operations Executive
(SOE) paratrooper and also a poet, worked
to rescue Jewish people as well as prevent
their entrance into the German death
camp Auschwitz during World War II.
Unfortunately, she was imprisoned and
eventually executed for her endeavors.

Gisella Perl’s situation was one of ethics,
as she performed thousands of abortions
during her time at Auschwitz as a barrier
to execution for pregnant women. She was
eventually hired in New York City and led
a successful career delivering thousands
of babies, also reuniting with her daughter
before she died. Her story can be learned in
the 2003 film “Out of the Ashes.”
Dr. Elaine Rinfrette, chairperson and
associate professor of the Social Work
Department began her part of this
presentation by sharing 23 Yiddish words and
their definitions, several of which are said
in English, such as “glitch,” “klutz,” “kosher,”
“nosh” and “spiel.”
She chose Betty Friedan and Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg as her
examples.
Friedan was an American feminist, writer
and activist who faced backlash for her 1963
book “The Feminine Mystique.” She is also
credited for sparking the second wave of
American feminism in the 20th century.
Ginsburg, meanwhile, successfully fought
the status quo when it came to employment
for women. Rinfrette explained that Judaism,
from the social justice perspective, stood out
to her, hence what led to a career in social
work.
For women themselves, she feels that
the current political climate is still not on
their side — a situation that definitely needs
changed, leading to another professor’s
discussion about the significance of women in
her family.
Dr. Molly Wolf, an associate professor in
the Social Work Department, was born into
Judaism and considers it an ethnicity, race
and religion.
Wolf believes that its cornerstone is
critical thinking, especially in the areas of
questioning the existence of God, observing
the world around us and even the subject
of cursing. She shared details of her family
history, in which her maternal grandparents
both met as Holocaust survivors after facing
traumatic experiences. Her mother, who
Wolf describes as a warrior, values education
and economic security, and holds many
significant achievements, including the ability
to speak five languages.
Wolf admits that she did not know the
meaning of “feminist” when she was first
called one, yet feels that’s what she has always
been.
Amber Chisolm | @edinboronow

By Shayma Musa
News Editor

On Monday, March 25,
15 students received pins in
honor of their completion of
the ATHENA connections
college leadership program.
ATHENA is an organization
founded by Linda Stevenson
and one designed to develop,
honor and support young

women by teaching them the
skills that they need to succeed
in the workforce via leadership
programs.
Edinboro University is one
of four universities nationwide
that has an ATHENA program
on campus for students to
participate in. The program
begins in the fall of each
semester and goes until the
spring. Its inaugural class was

Shayma Musa
@edinboronow

Philosophy and Skeptics clubs
to host panel discussion on
‘The rise of Americans with no
religious affiliation.’
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

On April 3, in Compton 107A at 6 p.m.,
a panel of speakers will discuss the rise of
Americans with no religious affiliation. The
panel is being co-sponsored by the Edinboro
university Philosphy Club and the Skeptics
Club. Speakers include EU faculty members

Dr. Paul Rovang (English and philosophy),
Carrie Campbell (English and philosophy) and
Gerry Hoffman (chemistry), along with Sister
Linda Romey (from Nuns and Nones) and the
Rev. Lisa Grant (United Methodist Church of
Edinboro). The panel is free and open to the
public.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

Edinboro University, Erie Art Museum
partner for museum spring 2019 show,
juror to speak at university
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

Kinetic sculptor Arthur Ganson will jury the Erie Art Museum’s 2019 Spring Show. Every year,
Edinboro University and the art museum partner to host a guest artist who acts as a juror in
the show. Along with helping judge, Ganson will give a lecture at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 4 in
Compton 107A. The lecture is free and open to the public.
Shayma Musa | @edinboronow

Photography
From A1

Information found in this blotter is courtesy of the Edinboro University Police Department.
March 20 — Two students reported items missing from their bags while they were left
unattended in Loveland Hall at around 2:30 p.m. All leads were exhausted and the case closed.

in 2017-2018. The program
is geared toward women,
however, applications are not
restricted to females. Erie
Mayor Joe Schember was in
attendance to celebrate the 15
students who graduated the
program this year.

finds herself drawn to the “weird things” in art.
“By weird art, I’m basically just explaining how
some work may appear. For example, weird art
would be an abstract photo of something that
may or may not have been manipulated,” she
said. She’s beginning to explore what this fully
means through studio classes offered by the art
department.
Crosby described an unplanned photo of her
sister as the piece of art she is most proud of
creating. “It’s a candid of her laughing, and for
some reason, I always find myself coming back to
it.”

When asked what “making it” would be to her,
she described being able to “live off of my work
and support myself and create a successful empire.”
Crosby also hopes to branch into different fields
of photography and has a desire to teach others
how to be a professional in her field. She went on:
“I want to be able to touch people’s lives with [my]
work and I really want to get more involved with
travel photography. There’s just so much to see and
explore.”
Crosby showcases her work on her Instagram
page (@photos_bydai_), where she posts new
images every week. Sometimes she’ll also post
images of paintings and drawings she’s working
on.
Jamie Heinrich | @edinboronow
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Gmitter scholarship awarded
Ceramics artist Tyler Podomik named winner by panel
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

Bruce Gallery is packed. Visitors avoid
bumping into each other and, of course, the
delicate art that’s placed around the room.
And they’re gathered here for a purpose. To
award young artists for their work, as well as
celebrate the memory of Michael Gmitter.
Entering its 10th year, the Michael V
Gmitter Memorial Art Scholarship was
given out in a reception on March 20 at
Doucette Hall’s Bruce Gallery.
Interim Edinboro University President
Michael J. Hannan introduced the event,
announcing that the gallery exhibition and
reception marked the beginning of the art
department’s celebration of its 100th year in
operation, a celebration that will continue
for around 18 months.
The scholarship winners were decided by
a panel, and they named a first-place winner
and two honorable mentions from the pool
of 15 finalists.
Tyler Podomik won first place and the
$2,500 scholarship, while Kathryn Broach
and Mary Kate Noonan received honorable
mentions, each taking home $750.
For Jan Gmitter, Michael’s mother and
one of the founders of the scholarship, the
award is more than money. She talked about
her son and how the scholarship keeps his
artistic expression alive. “When Michael
was taken from us in 2006, it was the most
instinctive reaction to want to keep his
artistic spirit alive, if not through him

directly then through the art of others.”
The first place winner, Podomik, felt
humbled by the experience. “I feel grateful.
There was a lot of good competition, and
they kind of pushed me to make my work
better and work harder,” he said the day
after winning the scholarship. Podomik
came to Edinboro two years ago after
getting his associate degree in art from the
Community College of Allegheny County
(CCAC).
“It’s going to be really helpful,” he said.
“I’m going to go to Thailand with the
money, and I’ll probably pay off some bills.
I’m definitely gonna use it to travel though,
mostly, so it’s going to help a lot.”
He continued: “I graduate in May, [so] I’m
going to go travel the west cost for about a
month just by myself to kind of get out of
the college mindset, you know, the craziness
of college. And I’d say around August I’m
going to go to Thailand.”
After traveling, he plans to go back to
school. “I want to go to grad school and get
my MFA in ceramics. I don’t know where,
[but] I’ll apply to a bunch of different places
and hopefully it’s somewhere not as cold. I
don’t want to go to a snowy place again,” he
said.
Podomik has been preparing for the
scholarship for awhile: “I started preparing
almost a year ago. I knew that I was going to
apply to be a finalist last summer. Summer
of 2018, I started work in that genre and
throughout last semester, the fall semester,
winter break and the spring semester, I

‘I Already Had History Class, What About Future Class?’ is made with oil and charcoal.

Photos: Nathan Brennan

Podomik’s exhibition was one of 15 put on by scholarship finalists.
worked with that in mind because I knew I
wanted to win.”
A big inspiration for Podomik is people.
He said: “I find a lot of inspiration in people
themselves, the diversity of them, what they
like and don’t like, how similar people can
be in the same area and how different they
can be in the same place. So that kind of
stems a lot of inspiration — a lot of things
motivate me — but that’s probably the thing
that most drives my work.”
Podomik credits Professor Scott Cornish
from CCAC for originally getting him into
ceramics: “I took a painting class, and he

told me I should take ceramics and I did,
so I started throwing pots on the wheel.”
However, Edinboro helped him expand his
skills and start work in statues. “[A group
of ‘Boro students] encouraged me to do
sculpture, and that’s where I took it.”
People are Podomik’s inspiration and
winning this scholarship has made seeing
even more people through traveling
possible.
Erica Burkholder
voices.spectator@gmail.com

‘Some Things You Just Can’t Plan For’ and ‘Influences from Infomercials After Dark’ were
other pieces featured in Podomik’s scholarship-winning exhibition.

Homecoming 2019 set to celebrate
100th anniversary of art department
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
Staff Writer

edinboronow.com

In light of Edinboro University celebrating the 100-year anniversary of the art
department this fall, 2019 Homecoming will have an art theme.
Students were given three specific concepts to choose from in a March 11 email: “100
Years of Art,” which would focus on art in the last century from artistic movements and
genres; “Art and Innovation,” which would center on “the relationship between creativity
and innovation”; and lastly, “The Masters,” which is the exploration of famous artists and
their work.
Edinboro first welcomed the arts to campus in 1920 when it began training art educators.
In more recent time, the department has become quite decorated.
In 2016, the Animation Career Review ranked EU’s applied media arts program 18th on
the East Coast and 17th nationally among public schools in its listing of the best animation
programs in the U.S. In 2018, EU received the first accreditation for a graduate-level art
therapy program from the Accreditation Council of Art Therapy Education (ACATE).
Professor and acting chairperson of the art department, William Mathie, expressed the
important role he believes art plays in people’s lives: “Everyone can afford to collect artwork
and start celebrating these bits of joy. Consider what part of your life could use a bit of joy,
and then search for a piece of artwork that can provide that joy.”
Mathie also made sure to mention the important role alumni have played in getting the
department to where it is now.
“Our alumni have taught many generations of young people about art. They are also
teaching in universities and are represented in galleries in all parts of the country. They
have helped to produce a tremendous list of feature films, and [they] create wonderfully
sensitive, visually engaging design and illustration work that piques our interest and
awakens or imagination.”
A final theme for homecoming 2019 has yet to be announced, however it will not be the
only time for Edinboro students to appreciate the arts.
According to Mathie, on top of homecoming, there will be several alumni exhibits “that
should not be missed,” along with 30 additional exhibits in the Bates Student Gallery to
celebrate the anniversary.
Mathie also stated that the university is currently working on moving one of the galleries
and student shows to the library to makes it more convenient for students across campus to
visit.
“Additional student shows are also planned in other library spaces,” Mathie said.
The upcoming year will offer students a year of art, starting with the upcoming
homecoming, which is set for Oct. 19.
Stay tuned to future issues of The Spectator for coverage of 2019 Homecoming and the
festivities surround 100 years of Edinboro’s art department.
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow
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EU Spring Concert: LOCASH makes a splash
By Shayma Musa
News Editor

LOCASH headlined Edinboro University’s annual spring concert on Friday, March 22. The country
music duo is made up of Preston Brust and Chris Lucas, who have played together for the past 12 years.
Before their concert on Friday, The Spectator was able to get an exclusive interview with the band:
Who is LOCASH?
Chris Lucas: LOCASH is positivity, fun, exciting.
Preston Brust: Two guys: Preston and Chris. Two brothers.
What does LOCASH stand for?
CL: Remember where you came from, and how you got there. Being humble, staying humble and
finding the positive through celebrating the little stuff.
How did you start out in music?
PB: Man, you know Chris was out in Baltimore, [and] I was in Indiana, and we both moved to
Nashville. We had similar dreams, and so we met each other at a place called The Wild Horse Saloon.

Photos: Ben McCullough

The crowd at LOCASH had a good time hootin’ and hollerin’ along with the cowboys.

Chris Lucas serenades the crowd at McComb Fieldhouse.

He was the DJ and he hired me, and we started working together and he said ‘You write songs?’ And I
said, ‘Yeah.’ And he said, ‘well you sing?’ And I said, ‘Yeah.’ And he says, ‘Well me too!’ And so boom!
LOCASH was born right there.
CL: 12 years later we’re still here.
PB: And so we loaded up my Jeep Cherokee and a U-Haul and the rest is history, I guess.
How long have you been in the game?
CL: We’ve been on the road for about 12 years. It’s been nonstop literally, I think we’ve had like
five days off in those 12 years. But it’s a lot of fun. We meet a lot of people, like you guys, and see a lot
of colleges—we’ve done a lot of colleges. And with three number ones, we’re getting there and still
climbing.
What are your favorite bands? What bands inspire you?
CL: We have a lot.
PB: Yeah, we can’t just give you one.
CL: We have a very broad range of music. Like if you listen to our playlist or anything like that, there’s
Bruno Mars, Boyz II Men...
PB: I grew up in the church, so The Angel Band I guess.
CL: Mötley Crüe, Sinatra, Shawn Mendes, there’s just all kinds of different stuff. Growing up, I guess I
liked ‘80s rock and still do.
PB: I mean there’s the gospel harmony stuff, there’s the secular harmony stuff, and we both came
together on some R&B stuff, some old-school R&B stuff that we still to this day warm up with. People
would be surprised, but we’d be in the dressing room singing Jodeci or something like that. We’ve
always enjoyed great songwriting no matter what genre it is.
CL: And I think that country music just captivated us with the song. Which is why we got into
country music because it’s all about the song.
Who have you played with?
CL: Urban, McGraw...
PB: Huey Lewis, Meat Loaf.
CL: I mean we’ve played with just about everyone in country music.
PB: We haven’t done a show with Bruno yet, though.
Why do you play music, and what inspires you to keep on playing music?
CL: I love seeing people smile. I love when they sing along, or sing them [songs] back. I mean, music
takes the edge off. I’m an edgy kind of guy and one song can make my day. I love that music can do that
and bring people together, and that’s why we’re here.
Shayma Musa | eupnews.spectator@gmail.com

Preston Brust introduced a new track about how the world is ‘one big country song.’

‘Okurrr’ officially
Hype for the pipe: Pipes at Pogue
trademarked by Cardi B performances continue in March
By Nardine Saad
Los Angeles Times

“Okurrr,” Cardi B’s signature trill, is indeed being
trademarked by the rapper.
The newly minted Grammy winner filed the application
with the United States Patent and Trademark Office
earlier this month to reserve the catchphrase for use on
“paper goods, namely paper cups and posters,” according
to the application.
Washpoppin Inc., Cardi’s New York-based cosmetics
company, was listed as the owner of the mark.
“To the best of the signatory’s knowledge and belief,
no other persons, except, if applicable, concurrent users,
have the right to use the mark in commerce, either in the
identical form or in such near resemblance as to be likely,
when used on or in connection with the goods/services of
such other persons, to cause confusion or mistake, or to
deceive,” the fine print on the application said.
Sorry, Khloe Kardashian ...
The “Money” and “I Like It” rapper also plans to put the
word on “clothing, namely, T-shirts, sweatshirts, hooded
sweatshirts, pants, shorts, jackets, footwear, headgear,
namely hats and caps, blouses, bodysuits, dresses,
jumpsuits, leggings, shirts, sweaters, undergarments,”
according to records obtained by Page Six on Thursday.
The Blast reported that she filed an application spelling
the word with two Rs as well.
On “The Tonight Show,” the Bronx-bred rapper said the
popular catchphrase — also the subject of Pepsi’s Super
Bowl 2019 commercial — is like the sound a “cold pigeon
in New York City” makes.
No word yet if applications for “eeeooowwww” or any
of her other ASMR sounds will follow.
Attorneys for Cardi B did not immediately respond to
The Times’ request for comment.

By Livia Homerski
Music Editor

The sweet sound of bagpipes emanated from the Scot
Cinema in Pogue Student Center around noon on Wednesday,
March 20, and were thanks to Mia Harvey as part of the Pipes
At Pogue performance series.
With a deep breath and a slap to the bag part of the
instrument, also called “striking in,” Harvey serenaded the
audience of the Scot Cinema with songs like “Itchy Fingers”
and “Lament for Alistar.” She walked in time with the music,
often stomping or letting the click of her heels serve as the
accompanying percussion.
The New Jersey native has been playing bagpipes for seven
years and performed 10 songs during her recital. Other songs
played were a combination of traditional Scottish tunes, such
as “Highland Cathedral,” “Farewell to Camraw” and “Thistle
of Scotland,” along with Irish folk anthem, “Minstrel Boy and
Kelly.”
The bagpipes were actually the reason Harvey came to EU.
“It’s one of three universities on the East Coast that offers
a degree in bagpiping, so I initially came here as a music
education major with a concentration in bagpipes and have
since changed [majors] to music and communications,”
explained Harvey.
Harvey started playing bagpipes with her father for the
memorial service of her great-grandmother. Scottish music
has since become a family affair for the Harveys, as her sister
also plays the pipes and her brother does Scottish drumming.
Harvey has also performed with the MacMillan Pipe Band,
a competition pipe band from the Washington, D.C. area.
For more pipin’ hot performances, on Tuesday, April 16
at 7:30 p.m., there will be a performance by the pipe band
with the Symphonic Wind Ensemble. The next and final
installment of “Pipes at Pogue” will be on April 17 from 12:15
to 12:45 p.m. in the Scot Cinema.
Livia Homerski | ae.spectator@gmail.com
Photo: Livia Homerski

The Arts
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‘How to Train Your Dragon,’ ‘Green
Book’ among features at Tinseltown
By Gary Thompson
Philadelphia Inquirer

Bates Gallery explores identity
Amid the Gmitter scholarship festivities in the
nearby Bruce Gallery (Page A4), one of its participants
pulled double duty in the Bates Gallery.
Shoniece Mercado, in contention for the art
scholarship, simultaneously held her own solo show.
Featuring many of her works, her overall goal, per
her website, is to explore her identity.
“My work explores a multitude of ideas that could
be simplified as a constant search for personal identity.
That being said, I find my work to be ever changing.
A recurring element that tends to be a consistent
presence are figures. They are not only fascinating
and intimate, but they are also a way for me to offer
representations of black figures in various forms of
light. I’ve grown fascinated with the idea of light itself
and in the way it serves a significant factor in everyday
life. Whether it be bright and lifting, or subdued and
ominous, there is a quality that we all resonate with
when entranced in its illuminance. It can evoke many
feelings that can be translated into happiness, such as
euphoria, nostalgia or tranquility.”

Photos: Nathan Brennan

Featured were drawings, such as, ‘Be Still...’

Her website continued: “I utilize light by
capturing those tender moments of it passing
through windows and abstracting them by
exaggerating the amount of light that is actually
present. To further push the composition, I
allow the shadows to persuade the image into
further expression. Again, the presence of a figure
becomes a factor in order to capture the intimacy
between the piece and the viewer, in order to
make the composition that much more engaging.”
To contact Mercado about her art, she can be
reached by her email, shomercadoart97@gmail.
com.

APOLLO 11
3.5 stars. Todd Douglas Miller directs
this documentary that looks at the first
journey by people to the moon while
demonstrating the unique power of
reality to amaze. Adapted from previously
unreleased film using the latest digital
technology. Best seen in IMAX. 1 hr 33
G — Gary Thompson
BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
2.5 stars. Brian Singer directs this
tame, cliched biopic on Freddy Mercury
and Queen. With Rami Malek, Lucy
Boynton and Gwilym Lee. 2 hrs. 15 PG13 (suggestive material, profanity, drug
content) — Dan DeLuca
CAPTAIN MARVEL
2 stars. Brie Larson stars as the
superhero, who is caught in a battle
between two alien races. The script gives
our hero attributes, but no personality.
1 hr. 56 PG-13 (violence) — Gary
Thompson
CLIMAX
2 stars. A French dance troupe’s
rehearsal in a remote building turns
ugly when their drinks are spiked with
LSD. 1 hr. 36 R (sex, violence) — Gary
Thompson
COLD PURSUIT
2.5 stars. In this latest Liam Neeson
vehicle, a grieving father seeks revenge
against the drug lord responsible for his
son’s death. 1 hr. 58 R (violence) — Gary
Thompson
COLD WAR
3.5 stars. Two people embark on a most
unlikely of romances amid the backdrop
of 1950s Poland. Another marvel from
director Pawel Pawlikowski (Ida). 1 hr. 29
R (sex) — Gary Thompson
THE FAVOURITE
3 stars. A new servant (Emma Stone)
makes a favorable impression on the
woman (Rachel Weisz) running early18th-century England while Queen Anne
suffers from a series of ailments. 1 hr. 59 R
(sex, profanity) — Gary Thompson
FIGHTING WITH MY FAMILY
3 stars. A former professional wrestler
(Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson) tours
small venues with his family while his
children dream of WWE stardom. 1 hr. 47
PG-13 (violence) — Gary Thompson
GLASS
2.5 stars. M. Night Shyamalan directs
this sci-fi thriller with Bruce Willis as

a security guard who uses his special
abilities to track a deeply disturbed man
with multiple personalities. Samuel
L. Jackson also stars. 2 hrs. 9 PG-13
(violence, bloody images, thematic
elements, profanity) — Gary Thompson
GREEN BOOK
3.5 stars. A working-class bouncer
bonds with an African-American classical
pianist while they travel the South
together during the early 1960s. 2 hrs. 10
PG-13 (profanity) — Gary Thompson
GRETA
2.5 stars. A lonely young woman
befriends a lonely widow after finding and
returning her purse. She soon discovers
her new friend has a secretive and dark
agenda. 1 hr. 38 R (violence) — Gary
Thompson
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON:
THE HIDDEN WORLD
2.5 stars. In this animated family
sequel, Hiccup, now ruler of Berk, seeks a
secret dragon utopia. 1 hr. 45 PG (action,
rude humor) — Gary Thompson
THE LEGO MOVIE 2: THE
SECOND PART
3 stars. Lego invaders from outer space
wreck havoc in this animated sequel.
While not as fun as the original, the
animation is top notch. 1 hr. 46 PG-13
(rude humor) — Gary Thompson
STAN & OLLIE
3 stars. Steve Coogan and John C.
Reilly star as the legendary comedy duo in
this funny, affectionate, and surprisingly
touching film. 1 hr. 37 PG (some
language, smoking) — Gary Thompson
THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD
3.5 stars. Director Peter Jackson turns
his talents to this documentary on World
War I that uses state of the art technology,
including the addition of color to old
film footage, to observe the war from
the soldiers’ point of view. 1 hr. 39 R
(violence) — Gary Thompson
THE UPSIDE
2.5 stars. Competent if pat remake
of the French hit “The Intouchables”
about a streetwise guy (Kevin Hart) who
bluffs his way into a job as caregiver to
a wealthy man (Bryan Cranston) who
paralysis has left him depressed. The story
is predictable, but the two leads work well
together, and Hart gets to add emotional
sincerity to his brand of antic comedy.
With Nicole Kidman, Julianna Margulies.
2 hrs. 6 PG-13 (language) — Gary
Thompson

Movie review: ‘Hotel Mumbai’ preserves
tragic history of terrorist attack
By Katie Walsh

Tribune News Service
With terrorist attacks and mass shootings occurring regularly, it can be all too
easy to forget or blur the details of some of the most dramatic, recent violent attacks.
There’s a sense of history being preserved and archived through the mediated lens of
fiction filmmaking in Anthony Maras’ “Hotel Mumbai.” Maras makes his directorial
debut with the gripping, nearly minute-by-minute account of the carnage that
unfolded in the grand Taj Mahal Palace Hotel in Mumbai during the terror attacks of
November 2008. It’s a meticulous depiction of the events that is at once disturbing, yet
also illuminating.
Maras plunges us right into the action as the terrorists, a group of 10 young
Pakistani men wielding automatic weapons and grenades, land in the city via dinghy
and then scatter and disperse via taxi, mowing down people at a train station and cafe.
Although the attacks took place in 12 different locations in Mumbai, Maras keeps the
focus of the film on the events at the hotel, a historic luxury property where “guest is
god.” The terrorists are about to slip in undetected with a group of their own victims
seeking shelter from the gunfire and dig in for siege that lasts days.
Maras carefully lays out not only the geography of the hotel, but its routines,
rhythms, rituals and culture _ and most importantly, the people. He establishes an
emotional arc for almost every staff member, from the chefs who choose to stay,
wielding mallets and butcher knives, to the receptionists who would rather sacrifice
their own lives than put guests in danger.
The events unfold through several different perspectives of the staff and guests.
There’s Arjun (Dev Patel), a young Sikh waiter who desperately needs the job, and his
stern but empathetic boss, Chef Oberoi (Anupam Kher). A young family made up of
a Muslim Iranian-British woman, Zahra (Nazanin Boniadi), her American husband,
David (Armie Hammer), their baby and nanny Sally (Tilda Cobham-Hervey) arrive
for their stay and fatefully cross paths with a mysterious Russian playboy (Jason
Isaacs).
But perhaps most interestingly, Maras and co-writer John Collee provide the
perspective of the terrorists too, a bunch of incredibly young men hopped up on
financial desperation and jihadi rhetoric. Clad in dingy T-shirts and jeans, they
remorselessly murder innocent people, but we are privy to their private moments of
vulnerability. They constantly have the voice of “Brother Bull” in their ear, promising
them paradise, money for their families, justifying the murders in the name of Allah.
That constant voice underscores how radicalism _ of any kind _ is a cult preying on
vulnerable young men, exploiting their insecurities and extracting holy war from
class struggle. To fully understand them would be impossible, but in their moments of
weakness and panic, it’s all too clear how human they are, which makes their actions
that much more devastating.
Visceral and suspenseful, “Hotel Mumbai” is also deeply humane and moving,
anchored by searing performances from Patel, Kher, Boniadi and Hammer. The film
refuses to settle on one hero, allowing the hotel itself to emerge as the ultimate hero.
At times it feels a bit strange to feel this emotional for an institution, but Maras never
loses sight of the most important element: the people. Spreading the honor around
seems only fitting for the group that experienced the tragic events.
HOTEL MUMBAI
3 stars
Cast: Dev Patel, Armie Hammer, Nazanin Boniadi, Anupam Kher, Jason Isaacs,
Tilda Cobham-Hervey.
Directed by Anthony Maras.
Running time: 2 hours, 3 minutes.
Rated R for disturbing violence throughout, bloody images, and language.
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ACROSS
1 Super bargain
6 Effective on
10 Ed.’s backlog
13 Bisect
14 “Good Morning America” coanchor Spencer
15 Boarding site
16 Sellers of build-it-yourself
furniture
18 Mythical monster
19 Delt neighbor
20 Mets’ home before Citi Field
22 Enemies
23 Puts up, as a skyscraper
24 Climate-affecting Pacific
current
27 Citrus-flavored soda, on its
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labels
29 Minnesota’s state bird
30 Final Four org.
32 Eye-boggling work
35 __-di-dah: pretentious
36 Five-armed ocean creature
38 “I’ll pass’’
39 Decree
41 Wander about
42 Warehouse gds.
43 East Asian home of Acer and
Asus
45 Like partly melted snow
47 Merkel of Germany
49 Molecule component
50 Leaves-catching brewing sieve
53 Drag to court
56 Witty Bombeck

By Nancy Black

Tribune Content Agency
Today’s Birthday (03/28/19). Educational opportunities abound
this year. Professional doors open with focused determination and
practice. Beautify your home this summer, before work concerns
require focus and resolution. Your career takes off next winter,
leading to a domestic change. Apply what you’re learning for
creative practical solutions.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day,
0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is an 8 — Discipline with
words and actions can help you realize a professional dream. It’s
easier to clear up misunderstandings, with Mercury in Pisces
stationing direct. Communication barriers dissolve.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) —Today is a 7 — Long-distance
travels or studies come together with diligent preparation. Make
plans and strategies. Make notes, observations and reports. Learn
through experience. Build a fun project.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is an 8 — A collaborative

57 Arabian Peninsula region, and
what 16-, 20-, 36- and 50-Across
literally have
59 Done with
60 Falco of “Nurse Jackie”
61 Wheel connectors
62 Mario Bros. console
63 Ruby and scarlet
64 Suspicious (of)
DOWN
1 Cruise vessel
2 Box office income
3 Monthly util. bill
4 “Selma” director DuVernay
5 Classroom session
6 Soothing medicinal plants
7 __ Lee cakes

8 Mine extractions
9 Make secure, as a seat belt
10 “Presto!” sticks
11 Peacock’s gait
12 Appears to be
15 Try for a long pass, in football
lingo
17 Romantic ideal
21 Fervent feeling
22 Dolphin feature
24 Vogue competitor
25 Laundry batch
26 Pitching masterpieces
27 Bricklayer
28 “Ciao!”
31 Irene of “Fame”
33 Poison ivy symptom
34 Rock music’s __ Might Be

effort generates income with steady efforts. Build a dream with
your partner. Contribute your time and talents. Coordination
comes naturally, with Mercury direct.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is an 8 — Share a dream
with your partner. Realize it through teamwork. With Mercury
direct now, it’s easier to brainstorm, negotiate, collaborate and
network.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is an 8 — Learn from the
competition. Practice your moves and stay light on your feet.
Traffic flows better, with Mercury direct. It’s easier to travel and
launch projects.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is an 8 — Make promises
with someone you love. Build a romantic vision together one step
at a time. Money, invoices and payments flow freely, with Mercury
direct.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is a 7 — Domestic
misunderstandings resolve easily. Lines of communication clear up,
with Mercury direct. It’s easier to persuade, compromise and reach
consensus. Family conversations generate valuable ideas.

Giants
36 Prop for a clown
37 Dutch beer brand
40 Ides of March victim
42 Tight-lipped
44 Not as cold
46 Parent of Maybelline
47 Used, as china
48 Chutzpah
49 South American mountain
range
51 Staff assistant
52 “Look what __!”: “Yay me!”
53 Bargain hunter’s delight
54 App downloader
55 Site for handmade art
58 Application file suffix

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is an 8 — An obstacle or
barrier evaporates. It’s easier to concentrate and communicate,
with Mercury direct for the next three months. Write and get your
message out farther.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is a 9 — Creative muses
sing to you, with Mercury direct now. Articulate your feelings. Put
love into your work and your cash flow velocity increases.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is a 9 —You can advance
a personal dream. Express the future you want to create for your
family. Share your visions. Communication channels open, with
Mercury direct. Speak up.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a 6 —Enjoy soothing
routines and rituals. Peace and quiet behind closed doors invites
productivity and restoration. It’s easier to learn, with Mercury
direct. Write, post and publish.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is an 8 — Contribute to
a team project. Confusion diminishes noticeably, with Mercury
direct. Discuss finances, budgets and logistics. You can work faster
together. Raise the tempo.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Mocktails and Masterpieces

“The Addams Family Musical”

3/28 | 7 p.m.
Pogue Student Center | Gym A
Edinboro University

March 28, 29, 30 | 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 31 | 2:30 p.m
Diebold Center for the Performing Arts
Edinboro University

EU Planetarium Presents:
“Laser April Fools”

Women’s Lacrosse vs. IUP

“Know Your True Colors”
PACE Palette Seminar

Artist Lecture: Arthur Ganson

4/2 | 4 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium
Edinboro University

4/1 | 6 & 7:30 p.m.
Cooper Hall Planetarium
Edinboro University

4/4 | 7 p.m.
Compton Hall Room 107A
Open to public
Edinboro University

4/3 | 3 p.m.
Limited seats | Register by March 29
Pogue Student Center | Seminar Room 143

In The Community
Artist Happy Hour

Erie Festival of Dance — 10th Biennial

Olivia Grace, Comedian

Free Verse Poetry Open Mic

3/28 | 5 p.m.
Erie Art Museum
Erie

3/31 | 7 p.m.
Basement Transmissions
Erie

3/30 | 7 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center
Erie

3/28 | 7 p.m.
Tipsy Bean
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
‘Aquaman’

2018
Thursday: 8 p.m.
Friday: 5 p.m., 8 p.m. & 11 p.m.
Saturday: 8 p.m. | Sunday: 2 p.m.
Scot Cinema
SHOWTIMES:
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Potent offense, shutdown pitching lead softball
Jankowski knocks in eight,
Metz throws shutout in sweep
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

If Sunday’s doubleheader sweep at Clarion is any indication, the
Edinboro softball season is shaping up to look remarkably different
from last year.
The Fighting Scots rode a potent offense to two wins, 19-2 and
8-0, at Clarion in their first action since their spring break trip. They
improved to 5-9 in preseason play, while Clarion fell to 0-23.
Their 19 runs in the first game ranks second all-time for the
program, and the two wins in a row represents a feat they were
unable to accomplish last season.
Head Coach Dan Gierlak said his team came back from their
spring trip to Florida and got to work making needed adjustments.
“When you open the season, you’re not sure how kids are going
to react,” he said. “We had two weeks basically...to work on the
things that we needed to improve on. And you could see a big
difference offensively.”
Edinboro got off to a hot start in the first game, scoring at least
two runs in each of the five innings. The top of the order produced
most of the offense, with the top three spots accounting for eight of
their 19 runs.
Graduate student Danna Heh led off the game with a single,
followed by characteristically swiping second on a passed ball.
Heather Barrett moved her to third on a single to left, then stole
second herself. They would both score after Olivia Jankowski
grounded out to first and Roni Lipinski laid down a bunt in front of
the plate to get things started for the Scots.
Heh finished 2-for-3 with a walk and three runs. Barrett also
finished 2-for-3, but she added three RBIs and a stolen base to go
with her three runs. Jankowski added a two-run double and tworun home run en route to six RBIs in the effort.
Carley Nasca pitched all five innings, improving her record to 4-4
while striking out three and giving up just one earned run.
In contrast to the first game, the Fighting Scots scored all eight
runs in just the second of five innings in the second game.
Amanda Metz earned her first win of the season with the
shutout, striking out six, walking one and surrendering just two
hits.
“I think Amanda threw really well in the second game,” Gierlak
said. “That might have been her best game overall, hitting her spots
and getting ahead of people.”
With runners on first and second, Jessica Little hit a line drive to
left field that was misplayed, allowing one run to score and leaving
Edinboro with runners on second and third. Shannon Gilbert then
grounded out to first base, scoring another run and moving Little
to third. She would score when Abby Sallot poked a single into left,
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Olivia Jankowski singles during a game at Slippery Rock on April 21, 2018. Jankowski went 4-for-7, including a two-run
home run, with eight RBIs during Sunday’s doubleheader at Clarion. She was named the PSAC West Athlete of the Week.
giving ‘Boro a 3-0 lead.
Sallot then stole second, moved to third on a Heh single, and
scored on a Barrett fielder’s choice. Jankowski scored Heh and
Barrett with a single up the middle. After loading the bases,
Edinboro would capitalize on an error and a passed ball to make it
an 8-0 lead.
“Most of the teams we played early, we didn’t put a bunch of
things together,” Gierlak said of the second game. “We had some
outstanding at-bats [in the second inning], making the pitchers
work, fouling things off and really frustrating their pitchers.”
On Monday, Jankowski was named the PSAC West Softball
Athlete of the Week for her performance. She finished the weekend
4-for-7 with eight RBIs and three runs.
“OJ, even in practice, has just been lighting it up,” Gierlak said of
the senior outfielder. “Everything she hits is hard...She’s as good a
hitter as there is in the conference.”

The mere fact that Edinboro was able to take the field last
weekend is itself an improvement from 2018. Last year, their first
action after spring break took place in April following four straight
postponements. When they visited Clarion April 11, 2018, for their
second doubleheader of the season, the second game was rained out
following a 13-4 Edinboro win.
That isn’t to say the weekend’s weather was good all around,
as their first doubleheader scheduled Saturday at University of
Pittsburgh at Johnstown was postponed to Wednesday. Still,
playing Sunday gives hope for improvement over last season’s 11
postponements.
Edinboro is scheduled to travel again Friday to Seton Hill before
their first home games Saturday when California University of
Pennsylvania comes to town.
Christopher Rosato Jr. | sports.spectator@gmail.com

No love for PSAC foes: Men’s tennis
opens conference play with pair of wins
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
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Tommy Hsu serves during a match against Daemen College on Feb. 15.
Hsu won all four of his matches over the weekend to help Edinboro to
two wins to start PSAC play.

Men take down ‘Ville in PSAC opener
The Edinboro men’s tennis team jumped out to a 1-0
lead after sweeping doubles and won four of the six
singles matches to win their first PSAC contest over
Millersville, 5-2, on Saturday afternoon. The Fighting
Scots improve to 9-4 overall and 1-0 in the PSAC while
the Marauders fall to 2-10 overall and 0-1 in the PSAC.
The Fighting Scots got singles wins from Mauricio
Santos, Nils Plutat, Tommy Hsu and Kevin Mboko at
No. 2-5, respectively.
Edinboro looked to take to Millersville early with
the doubles sweep. Julius Schulte and Mboko started
off with a 6-3 win at the top spot while Mateus Santos
and Hsu followed up with a 6-2 win at No. 2. Mauricio
Santos and Plutat closed out the doubles point with
their own 6-2 win.
The Marauders looked to get back into the match
as they evened the score with Carlos Martinez-Lucas
picking up a win over Mateus Santos at No. 1 singles.
However, Mauricio Santos, Plutat and Mboko all won
their matches in straight-sets to clinch the win for the
Fighting Scots.
With the match already decided, Tommy Hsu and
Ben Fellman played a match tie-break in lieu of a full
third set. Hsu came away on the winning end with
a 6-7 (6), 7-6 (5), 1-0 (5) win to push Edinboro to 5
team points. Schulte would also force a deciding match
tie-break, but would fall to Rodrigo Lorencin, 6-4, 4-6,
1-0(9).
The Fighting Scots will return to the court March 24

when they host West Chester on the Edinboro tennis
courts.
Cold weather can’t keep Edinboro from getting hot
against Golden Rams, win every set en route to win
It might have been cold outside, but the Edinboro
men’s tennis team remained hot with a 7-0 sweep over
visiting West Chester on Sunday afternoon.
The Fighting Scots didn’t drop more than two
games in any of the doubles matches before winning
in straight sets in all six singles matches. Edinboro
improves to 10-4 overall and 2-0 in the PSAC while the
Golden Rams fall to 0-8 and 0-2 in PSAC action.
Kevin Mboko and Julius Schulte got things started
off right in doubles with a 6-2 win over Chirs Succi
and Noah Decampo at the top spot. Just a moment
later Mateus Santos and Tommy Hsu downed Devin
Paulison and Adam Courtemanche by an identical 6-2
score at No. 2 doubles.
Not to be outdone, Mauricio Santos and Nils Plutat
shut out Gavin Kenny and Brett Spano, 6-0, to complete
the double sweep giving Edinboro the 1-0 lead heading
into singles.
Picking up where they left off, the Fighting Scots
did not drop a set in a singles sweep over the Golden
Rams. Edinboro did not allow more than two games in
any set. Making his second appearance in singles this
spring, Thomas McCoy picked up the 6-0, 6-1.
The Fighting Scots return to the court next weekend
when they travel to the Mountaineer State for a pair of
matches against Salem and Charleston.
The match against the Tigers is scheduled for Friday,
March 29 at noon with the contest against the Golden
Eagles the next day on Saturday, March 30 at 1 p.m.
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Junior receives D-II AllAmerican honorable mention
By Bob Shreve
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Sidney Dobbins attempts to get past ESU defenders during Saturday’s loss. Dobbins scored one of Edinboro’s 3 points.

Warriors invade Sox Harrison, lax defenseless
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

The Edinboro women’s lacrosse team hosted East Stroudsburg
on Saturday, falling to the Warriors 20-3.
“Definitely disappointing,” Head Women’s Lacrosse Coach
LeighAnne Stauffer said of the result. “The girls didn’t play
to their full potential...we see it (that potential) everyday in
practice. Now it’s just a matter of putting it on the field.”
East Stroudsburg scored a little over a minute into the match.
They would jump out to a 4-0 lead with around 25 minutes left.
‘Boro’s defense held strong for five minutes before the
Warriors scored again. The Fighting Scots held out another four
minutes before the next goal. Unfortunately, the Warriors then
scored five goals in seven minutes to bring their lead to 11-0.
Redshirt freshman Anna Leva scored the first goal for ‘Boro
with less than three minutes left in the first. ‘Boro trailed 11-1 at
the end of the first half.
The Warriors scored five goals in less than 10 minutes to start
the second. Before the last goal in the run, ‘Boro sophomore
Kaitlyn Binotto replaced Candace McDole in goal. Junior
Sidney Dobbins scored for the Scots with just under 18 minutes
left in the game.
The Warriors scored another goal before Desiree Doucette
put a point on the board for the Fighting Scots. Freshman
Christina Clutter then replaced Binotto after the Warriors’ 19th
goal to cover the net for the last six minutes of the loss.
The Scots may not have gotten back on the board, but they
kept their intensity up and were attempting to score another

goal when the clock ran out.
“They know that’s what we expect as coaches,” Stauffer said of
the team’s play-to-the-whistle attitude despite the wide margin.
“The game’s not over until the clock hits zero, so it’s just an
expectation from us.”
“The girls’ intensity, their energy always stays up,” she added.
“We just need to keep it consistent.”
Leva, Dobbins and Doucette all had one goal. McDole had
five saves, Binotto had three saves and Clutter added another
two.
Leva leads the Scots with 15 goals on the season so far and 19
points total. Dobbins, a midfielder on the soccer team during
the fall, is next with eight goals. She is the team’s most accurate
shooter, sending 13 of her 14 attempts on target.
Stauffer said her squad needs to create more offensive
opportunities as their season continues.
“We want to get it on the offensive end more — off the draw
more,” she explained. “We thought we were, you know, faster on
the draw. We could get it down to our end, we’ve just got to take
more shots.”
She continued: “Our defense has always been pretty much
solid; it’s just our offense end...we’re trying to have them put
goals in the back of the net.”
Edinboro headed north to Gannon Wednesday. They will
host Bloomsburg University Saturday at 2 p.m. and Indiana
University of Pennsylvania Tuesday at 4 p.m.
Erica Burkholder | sports.spectator@gmail.com

ATLANTA, Ga. — The
Women’s Basketball Coaches
Association (WBCA) has
released its 2019 WBCA
Division II All-American
Team, with Edinboro’s
Michaela Barnes being named
a WBCA Honorable Mention
All-American.
Barnes’ selection as an
honorable mention AllAmerican continues a string
of All-Americans for the
Edinboro program, and the
first for first-year head coach
Callie Wheeler. A year ago,
Ciara Rosten was selected a
WBCA honorable mention
All-American, and the year
before that, Katie Fischer
earned the same honor.
Laurel Lindsay was selected in
2013-14 and again in 2014-15.
Valerie Majewski was named
to the All-American team in
the 2013-14 season, as was
Kiara Brown in 2011-12 and
‘12-’13. Samantha Blazetic
was an honorable mention in
both of those seasons, as well.
Hailey Diestelkamp of
Drury University is the 2019
WBCA NCAA Division
II Player of the Year and
headlines the ten-player 2019
WBCA NCAA Division II
Coaches’ All-America team.
Another 30 players earned
honorable mention AllAmerican honors. Barnes
and California University of
Pennsylvania’s Seairra Barrett
were the only players from
the PSAC to be recognized
as WBCA All-Americans.
Barrett was named to the AllAmerican team.
Barnes led the Fighting
Scots to a ninth straight
20-win season, as Edinboro
ended the year at 20-9. The
Fighting Scots qualified for
the PSAC Tournament for
the tenth straight year, and
earned a berth in the NCAA
Division II Tournament for
the second year in a row. She
was previously named a first

team All-PSAC West honoree
and earned second team
D2CCA All-Atlantic Region
accolades. She was a second
team All-PSAC West selection
as a sophomore and was the
2017 PSAC West Freshman of
the Year.
The 5-foot-5-inch guard
averaged a team-leading 21.0
points per game, ranking
fourth in the PSAC and 15th
in Division II. She added 4.3
rebounds per game while
ranking second on the team
in assists (93) and third in
steals (28). She stands fourth
in the PSAC in field goal
percentage at 52.1 percent
(213-of-409), and leads the
conference in free throw
percentage at 85.7 percent
(162-of-189).
Barnes scored 609 points
this season, the fourthhighest single-season total.
Her 21.0 points per game
scoring average is sixth in a
season, while the field goals
made (213) is 10th, the free
throw percentage (85.7 pct.)
is sixth, the free throws made
(162) is fourth, and the free
throws attempted (189) is
sixth. She topped 1,000
career points earlier this year
and has moved up to 17th
in career scoring with 1,282
points.
Barnes had scored 20-ormore points in each of the last
eight games before totaling
14 points in the NCAA
Atlantic Regional playoff
game vs. Virginia Union. All
told, she had 17 games with
20-or-more points, including
a school-record 42 points
against East Stroudsburg.
Barnes led the team in scoring
15 times and scored in double
figures in 27 of 29 games.
In addition to standing
17th in career scoring, she
will enter her final season
ranked third in career free
throw percentage at 83.1
percent, eighth in free throws
made (310), and 12th in free
throws attempted (373).

LeBron would welcome Lonzo to Nike, happy he’s ‘taking control’
By Tania Ganguli
Los Angeles Times
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Jacob Oliver shoots for a takedown against Jordan Kutler.

Oliver has short first trip to nationals
By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information
PITTSBURGH — Edinboro’s Jacob Oliver suffered a pair of
losses to higher seeds on Thursday in the opening two rounds
of the NCAA Division I National Championships at PPG Paints
Arena in Pittsburgh.
The redshirt freshman, seeded 28th, was eliminated in his
first trip to Nationals, dropping a 10-2 major decision to fifthseed Jordan Kutler of Lehigh in his first round match, followed
by a 9-4 loss to Marcus Coleman of Iowa State, the 21st seed, in
the consolation first round. Oliver concludes his first season in
the lineup at 28-7.
Oliver looked to get off to a fast start against Kutler (22-4),
who earned All-American honors a year ago with a sixth place
finish and is the EIWA champion. Oliver was in deep on a
shot in the first thirty seconds but was unable to complete the
takedown.
Kutler would open the scoring with a takedown midway
through the first period and would ride Oliver out the rest of
the period. Kutler expanded the lead to 7-1 after two periods,
starting with an escape for 3-0 lead. He would add a pair of
takedowns, sandwiching an Oliver escape.
The third period began with an Oliver escape, and he had
another deep shot but was unable to take Kutler down at the
minute mark. Kutler then added his fourth takedown with 45
seconds to go. He added over three minutes in riding time for
the final point.
Oliver began his consolation match with Coleman (28-13)
as the aggressor, but it was Coleman who fended off a shot by
Oliver and recorded the first takedown at the 2:15 mark. Oliver
would escape, then grab a 3-2 lead with a takedown with 35
seconds left in the opening period following a scramble. A
Coleman escape with 14 seconds left knotted the score at 3-3
after one period.
Coleman escaped 30 seconds into the second period for a 4-3
lead, and tacked on a takedown with 14 seconds left for a 6-3
advantage.
Oliver would quickly escape to cut the deficit to 6-4 in
the third, but Coleman’s third takedown of the match 30
seconds into the period made it 8-4. The takedown came as
he countered a single leg attempt by Oliver. He would ride out
Oliver to secure riding time.

LOS ANGELES — When Lonzo Ball
decided to cut ties with Alan Foster, a cofounder of his family’s Big Baller Brand,
he began divorcing himself from the
brand as well.
He removed references to Big Baller
Brand on his social media pages and
replaced his Instagram photo with one of
himself as a child wearing a Nike shirt.
Ball has a teammate who is Nike’s most
prominent active athlete. LeBron James
played a little coy when asked what he
thought about Ball possibly joining Nike’s
ranks.
“Whatever the kid decides to do,
whatever brand he comes with next, if it’s
with Nike, obviously we would welcome
him,” James told the Los Angeles Times.
“I would definitely welcome him. I love
the kid regardless of what shoes he had
on. But we shall see.”
To James, last week’s separation meant
more than Ball’s next shoe deal.
“I love the fact that he’s taking control
of his (stuff),” James said. “I mean ... that’s
what’s really, really dope to me. Once I
saw that story I just seen a kid turning
into a man. ‘This is my career and I’m
taking this. I done had enough ... If I’m
not going to be successful, I’m not going
to be successful on my terms.’”
He added with a smile: “I mean he
plays well when he has on Nikes.”
Coming out of UCLA, Ball opted not
to sign with an established shoe company,
which would have netted him millions.
Instead, in part because of Foster’s advice,
Ball became the face of Big Baller Brand.
Nike is interested in Ball, but no
endorsement deal is imminent. That is
in part because before exploring a shoe
deal, Ball would have to separate himself
from any potential contractual conflicts
with Big Baller Brand. Ball’s attorneys
spent the weekend determining if he
should move on from Big Baller Brand
and how he would do that, according to
a person familiar with the situation. His
ultimate goal is to remove any connection
to Foster.
Ball believes Foster took money from
him without permission. ESPN reportedly
has seen documentation that Foster took
$1.5 million from Ball’s personal and
business accounts and could not account
for that money.
According to people familiar with
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Los Angeles Lakers guard Lonzo Ball (2) and Los Angeles Lakers forward
LeBron James (23) during a game against the Orlando Magic on Nov. 25, 2018.
the situation, Ball’s camp also believes
Foster has mismanaged his finances in
other ways. Foster became close with
Ball’s father, LaVar, not long after getting
out of prison. Foster was convicted of
defrauding dozens of people out of $4
million.
In a statement, Lonzo Ball said Foster
had become like a second father to him
over the years.
“Recently, I became aware that Alan
is a convicted felon who used his access
to my business and personal finances to
enrich himself,” the statement read. “As a
result, I have decided to sever all ties with
him effective immediately. I have directed
Humble (Lukanga, his financial adviser),
Harrison (Gaines, his agent) and Darren
(Moore, his manager) and the rest of my
team of advisers to pursue all options to
recover the money that was taken from
my accounts. This has been a very difficult
decision as I have a great deal of love and
respect for Alan. But the time has come
for me to take responsibility for my own
career.”
James can relate to the challenge of
finding the right people to trust when
trying to navigate the financial, business
and life decisions that come with
becoming an NBA player as a teenager.
“That’s the toughest thing,” James
told the Times. “Especially when you’re
young like Zo, like myself coming into

the league. You have to trust someone
because we don’t know. You have to trust
someone. And you hope that you’re
guided the right way. That’s all you can do.
That’s all you can hope for. When it’s not
what you expect, it hurts. I know.”
James referred to his early days in the
NBA. He fired his agent in 2005, two years
into his career, later signing with Creative
Artists Agency. James eventually moved
from CAA when his longtime friend Rich
Paul broke away from the agency to start
Klutch Sports.
“I just didn’t feel like I would be able to
get to a point both on the floor or off the
floor where I wanted to be. That’s why I
ended up departing from my agent at the
time and start my own thing,” James said.
“It’s just tough when you’re 18, 19 years
old; you don’t know about that side. All
you want to do is play basketball, show
up to the gym, and work and work and
work.”
In Ball he sees someone who just wants
to get healthy so he can return to playing
basketball. Ball has been out since Jan. 19
with a severely sprained left ankle, and
James can see his frustration. The events
of the last week, James believes, will help
him start a new chapter.
Said James: “I’m more proud of him
because I like the fact that he’s taking
command of his (stuff).”
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NFL could expand
instant replay;
here’s what to know
about the proposal
By Dave Birkett
Detroit Free Press
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Seattle Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson (3) throws an incomplete pass under pressure from Green Bay Packers
linebacker Clay Matthews at CenturyLink Field in Seattle on November 15, 2018. Matthews is now a Los Angeles Ram.

Matthews is latest addition to new-look Rams defense
By Gary Klein

Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES— A football career that began at Agoura
High, continued at USC and included 10 seasons and a Super
Bowl title with the Green Bay Packers, is coming full circle to
Southern California.
Linebacker Clay Matthews on Tuesday agreed to terms
on a two-year contract with the Los Angeles Rams, the team
announced. Terms were not disclosed.
Matthews, who will turn 33 in May, is a six-time Pro Bowl
player who has amassed 83 sacks. Last season, he had a
career-low 3 sacks in the final year of a contract that paid him
$10.4 million, according to overthecap.com.
Tuesday night, Matthews tweeted a photo that showed
him in a superimposed Rams uniform with the hashtag
“#NewProfilePic.”
Matthews is the latest addition to a defense that is being
overhauled despite limiting the New England Patriots to a
touchdown in a 13-3 Super Bowl defeat.
The Rams signed veteran safety Eric Weddle to replace
Lamarcus Joyner, who signed with the Oakland Raiders. They
re-signed edge-rusher Dante Fowler but released linebacker
Mark Barron, who signed with the Pittsburgh Steelers.
Defensive lineman Ndamukong Suh is on the market as an
unrestricted free agent.
Matthews is expected to provide a veteran edge-rushing
presence to a linebacker corps that includes Fowler and thirdyear pro Samson Ebukam. Middle linebacker Cory Littleton
is a restricted free agent who received a second-round tender
from the Rams for $3.1 million.
Matthews grew up in Agoura Hills, about 15 minutes from
the Rams’ Thousand Oaks practice facility. His father, Clay
Matthews Jr., was an All-American linebacker at USC and
four-time Pro Bowl player. His uncle, Bruce Matthews, was
an All-American offensive lineman at USC and was inducted
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2007.
Matthews began his USC career as a walk-on in 2004. He
earned a scholarship before the 2006 season, and in 2008
emerged as a star player for a defense that also included

linebackers Brian Cushing and Rey Maualuga.
Matthews was drafted 26th overall by the Packers in 2009.
During the 2010 NFL season, he recorded a career-best 13
sacks for a Green Bay team that defeated the Steelers in the
Super Bowl.
The addition of Matthews came a day after that Rams
signed quarterback Blake Bortles to back up Jared Goff.
The Rams had more business to consider on offense
Tuesday.
Running back Malcolm Brown, a restricted free agent who
served as Todd Gurley’s primary backup the last two seasons,
signed an offer sheet with the Detroit Lions. Terms were not
disclosed, but the Rams have five days to match the offer or
lose Brown.
Brown, 25, played in college at Texas and signed with the
Rams as an undrafted free agent in 2015, the same year they
selected Gurley with the 10th overall pick. Brown, also a
special teams standout, received an original-round tender of
slightly more than $2 million from the Rams.
The 5-foot-11, 222-pound Brown rushed for 212 yards
in 12 games last season before suffering a season-ending
clavicle injury on Dec. 2 against the Lions at Detroit. The
Rams signed running back C.J. Anderson after a loss the next
week against the Philadelphia Eagles, a game in which Gurley
required medical attention for his left knee.
Anderson rushed for more than 100 yards in three
consecutive games. He played the majority of snaps in the
NFC championship game victory over the New Orleans
Saints, and also had a significant role in the Super Bowl.
Anderson is an unrestricted free agent. He has said that he
would like to return to the Rams but would test the market.
“He did prove that when Todd was out, that wait a minute,
he can keep the offense in rhythm, maybe not explosive as
Todd in terms of let’s call it the long gains and things like
that,” Rams general manager Les Snead said last week. “We
also felt like Malcolm Brown potentially could have done the
same thing that CJ did, it’s just he went out ... and we never
got to see that.”
Third-year pro Justin Davis and second-year pro John Kelly
are other running backs on the roster.

Nets lose to Trail Blazers in double OT,
fall to seventh in Eastern Conference
By Greg Logan
Newsday

PORTLAND— The Brooklyn Nets
did everything in their power to
produce yet another of their trademark
comebacks in an effort to string
together three straight wins on their
brutal seven-game road trip. But after
falling behind by seven points in the
second overtime and creeping back
within two in the final minute, they
fell just short in a 148-144 loss to the
Portland Trail Blazers on Monday night
at Moda Center.
The loss dropped the Nets to seventh
in the Eastern Conference and means
their magic number to qualify for the
playoffs remains at six against both the
ninth-place Orlando Magic and 10thplace Charlotte Hornets.
D’Angelo Russell topped the Nets
(38-37) with 39 points, nine rebounds
and eight assists, and they got 22 points
from Spencer Dinwiddie and 18 from
DeMarre Carroll. Jusuf Nurkic had 32
points, 16 rebounds and five assists for
the Blazers (46-27), but he was taken
off the court on a stretcher during the

second overtime after suffering what
appeared to be a serious leg injury.
Damien Lillard had 31 points and 12
assists, Seth Curry added 20 points and
Rodney Hood added 18.
Down five entering the final period,
the Nets opened with a 22-7 run
spurred by eight points from Dinwiddie,
and Caris LeVert’s jumper from the key
with 6:07 left gave them a 112-102 lead.
The Blazers made just four of their first
16 shots of the quarter.
A corner three-pointer by Maurice
Harkless cut the Blazers’ deficit to 114111 with 2:33 to go, and Lillard hit two
foul shots to cut the Nets’ lead to 118117 at the 1:13 mark.
After the Nets’ Jarrett Allen made
one of two foul shots, the Blazers
missed two attempts to tie it and fouled
Russell, who made only the first of two
foul shots for a 120-117 lead with 35.4
seconds showing. Lillard made a layup
to get within one and Russell had the
ball stolen by Curry. Fouled with 3.5
seconds left, Curry missed the first
before making the second to tie it at
120. Russell got off a deep three before

the buzzer, but it banked off the glass
and front rim to send it to overtime.
During the overtime, Allen also
fouled out, leaving the Nets with no
true centers to defend the 7-foot-275pound Nurkic, who scored four points
in a 10-5 burst that gave the Blazers a
132-130 lead. Dinwiddie missed a layup
attempt but Joe Harris came down with
the rebound, leading to a tying layup
by Russell with 8.8 seconds left. Lillard
got an inbounds pass in the backcourt
and wound up taking a desperation
three from 40 feet that missed to set up
double OT.
The Nets failed to score on their
first five possessions in the second OT
and committed two costly turnovers as
the Blazers focused on going inside to
Nurkic against Jared Dudley. Nurkic
put the Blazers ahead on a layup, but
he later crashed to the floor trying for
a putback with 2:22 left and had to be
carted off the floor on a stretcher after
suffering a serious left leg injury. The
Nets chose Anfernee Simons to shoot
the foul shots, and he made both for a
136-132 lead.

PHOENIX — Baby steps.
For Baltimore Ravens coach John Harbaugh and others
who want to see significant changes to the NFL’s instant
replay system, the two proposals on the table at the league’s
annual meeting this week are small gestures that could one
day take the league in a much different direction.
League owners will vote this week on a pair of playing
rules proposals that would expand the use of instant replay
to include pass interference penalties (and perhaps roughing
the passer and defenseless player penalties as well).
Neither proposal would address what happened in the
NFC Championship Game in January, when an egregious
no-call of a pass-interference penalty on Nickell RobeyColeman against new Detroit Lions receiver Tommylee
Lewis cost the New Orleans Saints a spot in the Super Bowl.
But for a league that’s struggled for decades to find
common ground on instant replay, it’s a compromise that
might one day lead to even broader use of the technology.
“There’s been a real reluctance of putting a foul on the
field,” Troy Vincent, the NFL’s executive vice president of
football operations, said in a conference call last week.
“That is something that, from active players to coaches, all
across football personnel, there’s been a real reluctance. As a
committee, as we looked at some of the other playing rules
proposals that were submitted, it’s, OK, where do you start?
How do you garner? What can you put on the floor that may
garner 24 votes, cause you still have to get 24 votes to pass.”
Rather than put forth a proposal to universally expand
replay and allow coaches to challenge no-calls like the one
against Lewis, Vincent said the competition committee
instead offered up two options that capture “what data says
are the two most impactful plays without putting a flag on
the field.”
According to ESPN, defensive pass interference penalties
cost a team an average of 15.2 yards per play, and while
those spot fouls represent just 9 percent of all penalties
called, they represent 70 percent of penalties with the largest
impact on the NFL’s internal win probability metric.
Offensive pass interference, which would be reviewable
under both proposals, and roughing the passer are both
15-yard penalties that can have their own significant impact
on games.
Atlanta Falcons president Rich McKay, chairman of the
competition committee, said the proposals to be discussed
this week weren’t compromises so much as they were
founded in data and something “we could all get very
comfortable around.”
“We know how tough replay is to get 24 votes for a league
that from 1992-98 did not have replay, and the reason we
didn’t is because we couldn’t get 24 votes, even on a oneyear proposal,” McKay said. “The interesting thing will be
can we come together around 24 votes to expand replay? We
feel like this is a good way to expand it because we have data
that shows these are the most impactful plays.”
Among coaches, there seems to be growing support for
more replay.
Lions coach Matt Patricia declined to share his thoughts
on expanded replay at the NFL combine, saying he’s just
“trying to do the best I can to coach the rules as they’re laid
out for us so that our players can play at a high level.”
But Seattle Seahawks coach Pete Carroll said his views
on the matter have changed dramatically for “a guy who
didn’t want it in the first place,” and Harbaugh gave another
impassioned plea for more replay in what’s become an
annual rite.
“It’s not just one play in a championship game, it happens
every single week because the job is so tough and moves so
fast and the angles aren’t great,” Harbaugh said. “If we can
put somebody up there in the box that has a better angle
that can help officiate the game from up there, do that. If we
can add more replay, let’s do that. Because at the end of the
day it’s about the credibility of the sport, and we can’t have
the other leagues outpacing us in terms of use of technology
to make sure games are fair and well-officiated.
“We have great officials. These guys are incredible with
what they do. We’ve also put a lot of rules in place that
have made it really tough on them. They’ve got a lot on
their plate. So let’s add an official, let’s add two officials,
let’s put one up in the box, let’s expand replay if we want.
Let’s make sure that at the end of the day the fans walk out
of the stadium and walk away from their TV sets knowing
that was a good, hard-fought, well-officiated game and the
outcome is as it should be and it was correct, the right team
won the game.”
Among the other changes teams will debate this week is a
proposal by the Denver Broncos that would allow teams to
replace one onside kick attempt per game with the chance
to convert a fourth-and-15 play from their own 35-yard
line, and a proposal by the Kansas City Chiefs to allow both
teams the opportunity to possess the ball in overtime.
Both proposals are considered long shots to pass.
The Philadelphia Eagles also withdrew a resolution
proposal that would have required the Lions to play on the
road every other Thanksgiving.
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Overheard debates: James Gunn’s rehiring
By Nathan Brennan
& Jason Hurst

Arts Editor | Staff Writer
There are many overheard debates in
the Spectator office. This week, our writers
take on Disney’s firing and eventual
rehiring of “Guardians of the Galaxy”
director James Gunn. Gunn had been
fired for some controversial tweets, with
two of the main subjects being rape and
pedophilia. The tweets were published
over a decade ago. While fired, Gunn took
over as director of the upcoming “Suicide
Squad” sequel. Reports state he’ll do both
“Suicide Squad” and the third “Guardians
of the Galaxy” film.
What did you think about James
Gunn being fired?
Nathan Brennan: I thought it was an
appropriate enough response. He was the
center of a controversy, so it made sense
that they would fire him at that time.
That controversy resulted from tweets
approximately 10 years ago, in which
he made crude jokes that made light
of subjects such as pedophilia. Being
that the tweets were so offensive to
many, including myself, Disney found it
prudent to take action and remove him
from his position. This brought up an
interesting debate: at what point do we
forgive? Yes, the tweets were 10 years ago,
but their nature was graphic and quite
uncomfortable to read, so much so that I
don’t wish to repeat them. However, if one
believes that others can change over time,
and he has atoned for his mistakes, do we
let bygones be bygones?
Jason Hurst: It was completely
ridiculous. Over tweets said a decade ago?
If they were a lot more recent, it would’ve
made sense. It appeared to be more of a
move by Disney and Marvel to distance
themselves from the controversy.
Does the timing of his tweets affect
anything?
NB: I don’t really think it should. Yes, it
was perhaps a different culture back then,
but comments about pedophilia shouldn’t
have ever been acceptable.
JH: They should. It was a different time,
yes, but to bring up something that was
said previously with no consequence years
ago and suddenly get upset over it? Makes
no sense to me.

What do you think of outrage/cancel
culture? Is it justified? If so, when?
NB: It’s a movement that makes sense
in this time period. Celebrities who
have been in the spotlight for a while,
being exposed as someone perhaps
different than perceived is often a jarring,
unnerving experience for their fans
and those close to them. So a common
reaction tends to be outrage or overall
“canceling” someone. This is likely what
happened here with Gunn.
JH: It certainly can be justified. For
example, a person has a history of
accusations against them and they come
to light, public pressure can do wonders.
But it’s dangerous, people jump at the
opportunity too fast. The moment an
accusation or rumor appears, evidence or
no, the immediate thought is to “cancel”
them. In the end, the fans of their work
suffer the most.
What do you think about him being
rehired eight months later?
NB: It didn’t really make much sense
to me. If they were going to fire him, why
backtrack and rehire him?
JH: It’s about time.
Why do you think he was rehired?
NB: I think Disney and Marvel just
wanted the controversy to pass and then
eventually hire him back. Like I said,
Disney must have believed that he truly
did change, so they rehired him.
JH: I don’t think anyone could have
done the job better than he could of.
He wrote the “Guardians of the Galaxy”
trilogy and directed the first two. He
would’ve been impossible to replace.
How does this play into outrage/
cancel culture?
NB: I feel like, despite the outrage
and apparent canceling of Gunn, Disney
found his direction to be profitable
for both the characters and the
“Guardians” franchise. They perhaps have
circumvented this trend, seemingly uncanceling him.
JH: I feel it was more of a way of
appeasing the outraged public. Give them
what they want in the moment, then
give them what they want again with the
movies they love.
Did the cast supporting Gunn help
him get rehired?

NB: It might have helped, but I think
Disney always planned to bring him back.
JH: Possibly. They spoke out against
his firing at the very least. I’d like to think
that they helped get him back.
What do you think about the fact
that, according to Deadline, Disney
didn’t look for another director during
the time where the movie had no
director?
NB: It makes sense, based on what I
believed their reasoning to be. I didn’t
think they would look for anyone else.
JH: Understandable. They may have
been waiting to see what happened, or
they hoped someone else would step up.
Did his firing affect the “Guardians of
the Galaxy” franchise and would it have
been worth it?
NB: I feel like it ultimately would of.
They were planning to use his script for
the film, with or without him at the helm
as director, so I honestly don’t think it
would’ve been too different from what
we were used to. A lot of the Marvel
fanbase was upset about the decision, so it
would’ve indeed suffered.
JH: It definitely would have. The new
film would feel different to watch. The
setups and foreshadowing for the larger
narrative would’ve been there, but the
presentation of the singular story could
have been drastically altered.
Does his rehiring affect the franchise?
And will it affect how we deal with
similar issues in the future?
NB: Like I mentioned, the fanbase
loved Gunn, so this decision is generally
supported by people I’ve talked to, at
least. However, many are still upset that
he made those remarks in the first place.
When the movie eventually does come
out, there very well may be protesters
there to dispute his rehiring.
JH: We’re back to square one.
Everything is basically the same as before
the controversy. I think this was just a
stunt to appease the angry crowds and
draw more attention to the upcoming
film. I think more thought will be put
into decisions like these, especially if the
person in question is vitally important.
Nathan Brennan | @edinboronow
Jason Hurst | @edinboronow

Expanding the Supreme Court is still a bad idea
By John Yoo & James Phillips
Los Angeles Times

‘Medicare for all” and the Green New Deal may be bad
ideas. But they aren’t the worst ones being floated by the
growing band of Democratic presidential hopefuls. That
honor is reserved for the disastrous notion of expanding the
Supreme Court.
So far, former Rep. Beto O’Rourke, Mayor Pete Buttigieg
and Sens. Kamala Harris, Kirsten Gillibrand and Elizabeth
Warren have expressed a willingness to consider the idea. As
Harris said: “Everything is on the table” to address what she
calls “a crisis of confidence in the Supreme Court.”
For many Americans, how-ever, the court isn’t broken.
Polls consistently place public confidence in the Supreme
Court higher than in Congress and the president. Those who
say they want to expand the court cite high-minded reasons:
individ-ual justices have exaggerated power because of their
small number; more voices on the court would produce more
thoughtful decisions; a larger court would have more gender
and racial diversity.
But the biggest reason Democrats love the idea is simple
political retaliation. They believe that Republican senators
stole a Supreme Court seat in 2016 by refusing to vote on
Merrick Garland, President Obama’s nominee to replace
Justice Antonin Scalia. They argue that keeping the seat open
for Neil M. Gorsuch in 2017 unfairly tipped the Supreme
Court toward conservatives.
Keeping the Scalia seat open, however, just escalated an
ongoing fight over judicial appointments. Senate Democrats
launched the spiral with their unprecedented attacks on
Robert Bork and Clarence Thomas in the 1980s and 1990s.
They descended furthered in the mid-2000s by filibustering
for the first time to block prominent George W. Bush
nominees to the federal appeals courts. Then, as the 2014
election approached, Democrats eliminated the filibuster to
rush through Obama’s last judicial picks.
While the new Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
kept the Scalia seat open so that the next president could
appoint his or her own nominee (a move previously
threatened by Democrats during Bush’s last year), Democrats
retaliated by filibustering Gorsuch. In response, Republicans
eliminated the filibuster for Supreme Court nominees.
Expanding the Supreme Court would go far beyond this
kind of tit-for-tat. Until now, Democrats and Republicans
have fought over internal Senate procedures. Senators

have the right to choose the rules that govern their own
deliberations. But changing the court’s size to alter its
outcomes and jurisprudence would constitute Senate
interference with the judiciary.
Today’s proposal by progressives are even more threatening
to republican government than Franklin D. Roosevelt’s failed
1937 attempt to pack the court. FDR sought to expand the
court because of its opposition to the New Deal. He claimed
the justices still lived in a “horse and buggy” era and could
not grasp the need to regulate a nationwide economy. Thus,
he would appoint six new justices to “help” the older justices.
While Congress rejected FDR’s cynical plan, the threat
pressured the justices into upholding the New Deal.
Roosevelt’s failed proposal at least had the virtue of
removing judicial obstacles to policies supported by the twothirds of the American people who supported his reelection
and voted for Democratic majorities in Congress. Today,
Democrats want to alter the Supreme Court for the opposite
reason: to change laws and create new rights they know
wouldn’t make it through Congress or a popular vote.
If Democrats win in 2020 and launch this attack on
judicial independence, a rapid descent of the court into pure
politics will surely follow. They might be able to get support
for expanding the court to whatever number they would
need for a progressive majority. (Eleven? Fifteen?) But then
Republicans will merely return the favor when they regain
power. And Democrats and Republicans will continue to
nominate justices who pass their litmus tests and will pursue
their agendas, especially as the court’s size starts to resemble
a legislature rather than a court. It would be a classic race to
the bottom, at the price of judicial independence and the rule
of law.
The Constitution leaves the size of the Supreme Court up
to Congress, and the number of justices fluctuated during the
country’s first eight decades. In 1789, the first Supreme Court
had six seats, and then varied between five and 10. But in
1869, Congress set the number at nine, and it hasn’t changed
in 150 years.
The answer to fighting over the court’s direction is not
to ramp up politicization of the Supreme Court, but to
depoliticalize it. How? By not treating every controversial
social or political issue as a constitutional one. As long as the
court continues to take up and issue rulings on such things as
abortion and gay marriage, the court’s size and composition
will remain the subject of political conflict.

Spring cleaning: Do it
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

It’s officially spring! And with spring comes spring
cleaning, which for those with busy schedules may not
feel like it’s worth it. But here are some reasons that might
make you decide to partake in the tradition.
— Feels like a fresh start. We’re in the last leg of the
semester and cleaning your space, or even just reorganizing
it, can make you feel like a new person. It can give you the
motivation you need to get through the last couple weeks
and prepare for finals.
— You find items you forgot you had. Cleaning and
reorganizing your stuff makes you aware of the things you
don’t use that often, and it can feel like getting a gift when
you find something you’ve been missing.
— Stress reliever. Already stressing about finals or your
midterms because they weren’t where you wanted them to
be? Clean. Put the stress and emotions you’re dealing with
into cleaning; it helps get rid of the stress in the moment,
and in the process you’ll be less stressed in the long term as
you now have a clean space.
— Getting rid of unwanted things. Did you get
something you have no need for or don’t want for the
holidays? Now is the time to get rid of it and not feel bad.
Think like Marie Kondo and if it doesn’t “spark joy,” get rid
of it.
— Giving back. Once you’ve figured out what to get rid
of, looking through your stuff for things you can donate
not only helps the community, but will make you feel good.
Erica Burkholder | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Release the Mueller Report
By Jonathan Bernstein
Bloomberg News

Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into Russian
sabotage of the 2016 presidential election has concluded. What
exactly that means will not be known until Attorney General
William Barr publicly releases Mueller’s report.
Barr’s own four-page summary, sent to congressional leaders
on Sunday, relayed Mueller’s conclusion that neither President
Donald Trump nor anyone else involved in his campaign
conspired with Russian government agents to subvert the
election.
There’s nothing to argue about here. Russian sabotage, and
any American involvement in it, was the very heart of Mueller’s
mandate. If, after more than 2,800 subpoenas and almost 500
search warrants, the special counsel concluded that no one in
Trump world conspired with the Russians, then there is no legal
or political basis to believe they did.
The second half of Barr’s letter is more problematic. Barr said
Mueller chose not to decide whether Trump had obstructed
justice. Rather, Mueller’s report “sets out evidence on both sides
of the question.” Barr took it upon himself to decide the issue in
the president’s favor. But the only way to know if Barr is correct
is to see and weigh the evidence Mueller accumulated.
At a minimum, the full report describes an attack by a
foreign power on the workings of American democracy, and
the actions of the president while in office. Both topics are vital
to Americans’ understanding of the 2016 campaign, the current
functioning of American government, and the vulnerability of
future U.S. elections.
The report is also vital to Congress. House Democrats have
laid out an aggressive agenda for investigation and oversight of
the executive. Facts included in the Mueller report may indicate
that parts of that agenda are misguided. The report might
also indicate that other lines of inquiry, currently unknown to
Congress, are more pressing. Thus, Mueller’s findings can help
make sure public resources are deployed efficiently. They should
also enable Congress to take aggressive action to protect the
machinery of U.S. elections.
These issues are not partisan. Mueller, a Republican,
was appointed, and the investigation was launched, while
Republicans held full control of Congress. Nor should
lawmakers now rush to partisan corners. They need to obtain
the full report, or as much as national security will permit.
Barr said he intends to “release as much of the Special
Counsel’s report as I can consistent with applicable law,
regulations and Departmental policies.” Congress and the
American public will benefit if he does, at the earliest possible
moment.

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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A take on the ‘Varsity Blues’ scandal Walmart getting rid
of warm welcome

By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer

The process of getting accepted
into college is usually anything but
easy. It requires years of preparation,
dedication and hard work. Anyone
who is committed to continuing
their education after high school
may even consider taking on extra
SAT or ACT prep courses in order
to obtain the highest grades possible
to prove themselves worthy of the
college of their choice, especially if
that particular school is among the Ivy
League.
Ideally, one could assume that
college admissions officials would
treat the process of admissions as a fair
playing field, allowing each aspiring
student a fair chance at getting into
their dream school. Unfortunately, the
“Varsity Blues” scandal proved this to
not necessarily be the case.
On March 12, federal prosecutors
announced 50 elite social figures who
bypassed the fair admissions process
and took part in a scheme to bribe
college officials and coaches into
accepting their unqualified children
into top colleges and Ivy League
schools, including Stanford University,
Yale and the University of Southern
California. The bribing techniques
included offering large sums of money
to the school, or paying for their
children’s high scores on standardized
tests.
According to CNN, most parents
paid SAT/ACT administrators between
$15,000 and $75,000 per test in order
to ensure their child’s success, while
other parents took the route of bribing
college coaches with sums of money
up to $500,000 in order to recruit their
child onto a sports team, even if they
had never played that particular sport.
Of course, it’s going to be quite some
time before the consequences of the
scandal will be fully revealed, however,
according to The Intelligencer, it has

By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

Photo: Allen J. Schaben/Los Angeles Times/TNS

People visiting the University of Southern California in Los Angeles in March.
Federal prosecutors say their investigation, dubbed ‘Operation Varsity Blues,’
blows the lid off an audacious college admissions fraud scheme aimed at getting
the children of the rich and powerful into elite universities.
been alleged that each parent involved
will most likely be charged with one
felony count of conspiracy to commit
mail fraud and one count of honest
services mail fraud, among possible
other charges.
Obviously, this scandal has not only
shocked the entire country, but it has
also brought to light an even deeper
issue — the idea that the entire college
system is set up in a way to favor the
wealthy and privileged.
According to Wealth Management,
51 percent of state university
administrators say their top focus is
attracting full-pay students, and 10
percent of colleges admitted that the
wealthy students they were accepting
earned lower test scores and grade
point averages than other applicants.
Not to mention, it’s seemingly
obvious that most elite colleges depend
on their social status. Colleges believe
that they need these coveted wealthy
teenagers to help them inch up in the
rankings, or at least prevent themselves
from dropping a few notches.
So, the real question is: why are

colleges more focused on their image
than education? Higher education
should be a tool that can be used
for all, regardless of social status or
money. Education is the building block
of a stronger society, therefore it is
something that should be attainable
to all, or at least fair game for
consideration.
In an ideal world that has never
existed, admissions decisions
should be based solely on factors for
which the applicant is personally
responsible, such as grades, test scores,
demonstrated leadership, athletic or
artistic talents, and a record of helping
others.
The favoring of the wealthy is
making it a lot harder for the people
who truly start from the bottom.
There is obviously a need to create new
and powerful incentives for colleges
and universities so they can enroll,
educate and graduate more students
from disadvantaged or unprivileged
backgrounds.
Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

Child care is infrastructure. We should treat it that way
By Linda K. Smith & Sara Tracey
CQ-Rollcall

Millions of American parents dropped their children off at
a child care facility this morning. Chances are many of those
facilities don’t meet basic health and safety standards. Though we
know the quality of a facility, whether a formal center or a family
home care site, is directly linked to a child’s development and
well-being, we also know most places are far from optimal.
This is yet another way America’s child care system is failing
families today.
Recent findings have been dire. A series of surveys conducted
in 2013 and 2014 by the Department of Health and Human
Services’ inspector general found that 96 percent of child care
programs inspected across 10 states had at least one potentially
hazardous condition, such as broken or unlocked gates, water
damage, or chemicals within reach of children.
In Massachusetts, a statewide study commissioned by the
Children’s Investment Fund found excessive levels of carbon
dioxide in child care facilities as well as insufficient ventilation
systems and furnishings containing formaldehyde. Moreover,
80 percent of programs lacked classroom sinks, which can
negatively affect children’s hygienic practices and infection
control. Exposure to lead and other toxins has detrimental
impacts on young children, yet only eight states and New York
City require child care facilities to test their drinking water for
lead.
Working parents, already faced with the challenges of finding
and paying for high-quality child care, are frequently forced to
accept a poor-quality facility because it’s the only option they
have. One parent told us during a recent meeting that dropping
her children off at a child care center is like “bungee jumping.”
She’s right: for many, it is a leap of faith.
The country is finally having a serious conversation about how
best to care for children during their first five years before they
enter school. What is missing from that conversation, however,
is an acknowledgment of the abysmal conditions of many of our
child care facilities and a commitment to fixing the problem.
Parents should be able to leave their children in child care with
the understanding that they are in safe and healthy learning
environments that support their development, and this is just not
happening.
Luckily for these families, some states are starting to recognize
the link between quality of facilities and quality of care. The
Preschool Development Birth Through Five grant competition

is one new opportunity for states to consider the needs of early
learning programs, including facilities, to improve overall quality
in their state. Over half of states address early learning facilities
in their grant applications, and eight, Alaska, Connecticut,
Delaware, Hawaii, Montana, New Hampshire, New York and
Oregon, indicate that they will specifically assess facility-related
needs through the 2019 grant funding.
As these states begin to identify problems with child care
infrastructure, the time to raise federal awareness of the need for
increased investments in child care facilities is now. The issue is
especially relevant as discussions of the need to strengthen the
nation’s aging infrastructure take place. Child care is an essential
part of communities, allowing parents to participate in the labor
force and supporting economic growth. In fact, the Committee
for Economic Development found that in 2016 the child care
industry in the United States produced revenue totaling $47.2
billion, with additional spillover revenue of $52.1 billion in other
industries.
The Bipartisan Policy Center, working with more than 40
stakeholders across multiple sectors, developed the Early
Learning Facilities Policy Framework. This framework identifies
several principles that should guide policy and investments in
child care facilities, including the critical importance of child
care facilities to communities themselves and the national
economy.
Congress must recognize that investments in child care
facilities are investments in the nation’s infrastructure. To
support children’s development, child care facilities need to move
beyond the bare minimum, beyond “good enough,” and focus on
components that can help children thrive.
The evidence is clear: child care programs across the
country are facing a problem. Providers, especially those who
run small center-based programs or family child care, do not
have the financial resources to update, rehabilitate or expand
their facilities. Furthermore, the profit margin for most child
care programs is minimal at best, leaving very little room for
providers to take on debt.
To move beyond the culture of low expectations, child care
providers need more support. As Congress considers the entirety
of the educational system from birth to post-college training,
it should consider the physical assets that underlie that system.
Just as our bridges and roads are crumbling, so too are our child
care options. Child care facilities are a vital part of America’s
communities. Let’s stop ignoring them.

Trump’s executive order on campus free
speech: The context that it leaves out
San Diego Union-Tribune
A credible case can be made that conservatives face
considerable hostility at some universities. The problem may not
be nearly as pervasive as some right-wing activists assert, but
high-profile incidents in which conservative speakers have been
heckled, prevented from speaking or disinvited from previously
announced campus appearances have reinforced the idea that
colleges aren’t the defenders of free speech that they should be.
Given this narrative, it was no surprise that on Thursday,
President Donald Trump issued an executive order in which he
warned that universities risked access to more than $35 billion
in annual federal research grants if they did not “promote free
inquiry” and ensure all political views could be aired.
But the president hardly holds the high ground here. His
pronouncement came after a weekend in which Trump took
to Twitter to blast “Saturday Night Live” yet again for mocking
him and suggested the Federal Communications Commission
and the Federal Election Commission should investigate the

allegedly unfair treatment he faced. Just as absurdly, high-profile
GOP Rep. Devin Nunes of Tulare filed a preposterous $250
million lawsuit against Twitter and the operators of two Twitter
parody accounts mocking him. So much for the unanimous 1988
Supreme Court ruling saying public figures could be satirized.
Democrats don’t hold the high ground either. In 2017,
Politico detailed the wide range of social sciences research that
disproved old assumptions that liberals were more tolerant
than conservatives. That same year, a UC Berkeley poll
found 53 percent of California Democrats backed limits on
the speech rights of those with views they rejected. In 2016,
liberal environmental activist Bill Nye even suggested that the
government should jail people with unacceptable views on
climate change.
The truth is that many on both the left and the right invoke
free speech rights when it suits them, yet are ready to silence
those with opposing beliefs.
Bad look, America.

Walmart, for over 30
years, has greeted us with
a warm-hearted person at
the door. Now, Walmart has
announced their greeters will
no longer be stationed at the
door, but rather around the
store to answer questions and
help customers.
Sam Walton, founder of
Walmart, loved the idea
of greeters. They were not
just a friendly smile and a
“how do you do.” They were
actually first implemented
as a security system. Walton
figured an armed guard
would not seem welcoming
to shoppers, but a Walmart
uniformed greeter would
hide their true motive.
He fought for greeters to
be a part of the store. Some
thought he was crazy for even
bringing up the idea.
Greeters are a good
position for the elderly or
disabled demographic. This
not only furthers Walton’s
idea of a hidden guard, but

also gives employment to
those who do not have the
strength for jobs they use
to perform. They could be
previously retired, but still
want to work. Some love
working. It’s what gets them
out of bed every day.
Is a greeter needed
anymore? Some would say
no. If their true motive for
a greeter was security, then
the technology of today takes
that job away. But what of the
times that alarms have gone
off and nobody acts? How
many times have you tried to
leave the store and the alarm
rings, and nobody reacts
to it? That poses another
question. Should technology
take place of human jobs?
I believe the greeter
position is still there
technically. It may not be
at the front door, but the
position will still be in the
store hoping to satisfy the
many customers in Walmart.
Beau Bruneau
@edinboronow
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In a classroom inside the Walmart Supercenter in
Shawnee, facilitator Nichole Umscheid, standing left,
talks with students in her Walmart Academy class.

The feds should protect
wolves from slaughter
The Chicago Tribune
The bald eagle is America’s symbol, but 70 years ago it was
nearly extinct. Once numbering as many as half a million,
the population in the lower 48 states had been reduced to
fewer than 1,000 by pesticides, hunting and destruction of
habitat. Under the Endangered Species Act, bald eagles made a
comeback. There are now some 70,000 across North America,
including every state but Hawaii.
That’s the definition of success in recovery of an endangered
species. But it’s not one that the Interior Department wants to
follow for another treasured American creature: the gray wolf.
The federal government once promoted eradication of
wolves, an effort that came close to happening. But after gaining
protected status in 1973, they, too, rebounded. There are now
about 6,000 in nine states.
From the point of view of the Trump administration, and
the Obama administration before it, that’s good enough. These
iconic predators once numbered in the millions and inhabited
virtually the entire area of the lower 48. Today they exist in just
a tenth of their historic range. But the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service wants to remove them from the list of creatures deemed
endangered or threatened.
The change, which has already happened in much of the
West, would mean loss of protection in Minnesota, Michigan
and Wisconsin, which now have nearly 4,000 wolves. These
states then could allow hunting, as all three did when wolves
were temporarily delisted in 2012. Some 1,500 were killed. The
same federal policy would apply in Washington, Oregon and
California.
Gray wolves effectively would be limited to where they are
now present, rather than be allowed to spread beyond that
range. Remember the bald eagles? Brett Hartl, government
affairs director at the Center for Biological Diversity, told
National Geographic, “We didn’t declare them to be recovered
until they were found in every state.” Even afterward, hunting of
the birds was not allowed.
Wolves could easily expand their territory in the absence
of human predation, but some people prefer to keep their
numbers down and their range tightly restricted. Farmers and
ranchers regard them as a threat to livestock. There are also
hunters who love the idea of killing wolves as trophies.
Most other Midwesterners, we’d bet, would prefer to avoid
this unnecessary carnage. Taking away their federal protection
in the Midwest is bound to mean a lot of slaughtered wolves. In
Montana, 315 were killed in the hunting and trapping season
that ended March 15. That’s more than a third of the state’s
previous wolf population.
The Midwest once had lots of wolves, and eventually lost
nearly all of them. Bringing them back has been a major
achievement. But we’re not alone in thinking this part of the
country would benefit from having more of these beasts, which
Midwesterners have been known to travel to Yellowstone or
Glacier National Park in hopes of glimpsing. Closer to home,
some tourists trek to the wolflands of Minnesota, Michigan and
Wisconsin hoping for a photograph , or just a few howls.
Allowing the wolves to expand their range and population
would strengthen our tenuous connection to our wild past.
Delisting them, however, would mean premature death, by
extermination, for a lot of wolves. It would also be a big loss for
people.
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Student tragedies highlight need to
provide assistance to those traumatized
By Susannah Bryan
Sun Sentinel

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. —The apparent suicides of two Parkland school shooting survivors in one
week underscore the need for increased mental health resources to help those still traumatized by the
tragedy.
News of both deaths spread quickly on social media, sending shock waves through a community
that is still healing.
“It’s just been unfortunate that we lost another one,” said Ryan Petty, whose 14-year-old daughter,
Alaina, was one of the 17 killed last year at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.
Parents, students, school officials and other members of the Stoneman Douglas community met
Sunday evening, Petty said. The group discussed the need for awareness and brainstormed what to ask
their family and friends who are struggling and where to go for help.
“We have students and staff that are still at risk,” Petty said.
The group also adopted the Columbia Protocol, Petty said, which is a framework for checking
whether a family member or friend is in crisis.
After his daughter’s death, Petty launched the Walk Up Foundation to help prevent suicide.
“We have to recognize after an event like this, there is trauma, anxiety and depression,” Petty said.
“We have to educate parents and teachers to recognize the signs and ask the right questions.”
School district spokeswoman Kathy Koch did not respond to questions Sunday.
Teens who notice their friends might be suicidal are encouraged to report it by calling 211 in
Broward County, Petty said.
It’s important to look out for warning signs, says Jackie Rosen, who founded Florida Initiative for
Suicide Prevention after her own son killed himself 31 years ago.
Warning signs include changes in appetite and behavior; sleeping too much or not at all; apathy
and fatigue; trouble concentrating or being indecisive; withdrawing from family, friends and social
activities; and giving away prized possessions and saying goodbye to friends.
Jared Moskowitz, the state’s emergency management director and former representative from
Parkland, urged the Legislature to fund more mental health resources for the Stoneman Douglas
community.
“Now is the time for the Florida Legislature to help,” he tweeted. “Mental health is a bipartisan
issue.”
Petty said he has been in contact with Moskowitz and Gov. Ron DeSantis over the past few days.
Sydney Aiello, a senior at Stoneman Douglas last year, battled post traumatic stress disorder after
the shooting. She died from suicide March 17. Her funeral was Friday.
The second student from Stoneman Douglas died Saturday night in what police are calling an
apparent suicide. He was a 17-year-old sophomore at the school, Petty said.
Police did not release the identity of the student Sunday but confirmed that he attended Stoneman
Douglas.
Sources have shared his identity with the South Florida Sun Sentinel, but the newspaper is
withholding the name out of consideration for the minor and his family.
It was unclear Sunday whether his death was related to last year’s tragedy.
“I can’t tell you if it’s related to the Parkland shooting,” said Officer Tyler Reik, a spokesman for

US posts largest monthly
budget deficit on record in Feb.
By Katia Dmitrieva
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — The U.S. posted its biggest monthly budget deficit on
record last month, amid falling corporate and individual tax revenue and
increasing federal spending.
The budget gap widened to $234 billion in February, compared with a fiscal
gap of $215.2 billion a year earlier. That gap surpassed the previous monthly
record of $231.7 billion set seven years ago, according to data compiled by
Bloomberg.
February’s shortfall helped push the deficit for the first five months of the
government’s fiscal year to $544.2 billion, up almost 40 percent from the same
period the previous year, the Treasury Department said in its monthly budget
report Friday. The release was delayed a week by the government shutdown
earlier this year.
Receipts dipped less than 1 percent to $1.3 trillion in the October-February
period from the previous year, while spending accelerated 9 percent to $1.8
trillion.
The fiscal shortfall is widening following President Donald Trump’s $1.5
trillion tax-cuts package that’s weighing on receipts and raising concerns about
the national debt load, which topped a record $22 trillion last month.
Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell reiterated his concern over the
government deficit in a press conference Wednesday, saying that the nation’s
growing debt pile needs to be addressed. At the same time, there’s a shift
among some economists — led by proponents of Modern Monetary Theory
— on the dangers of a growing deficit, with low inflation and cheap borrowing
costs suggesting there’s room for additional spending.
The Treasury data show tax receipts declined for both corporations and
individuals in the five-month period, while revenue from customs duties
almost doubled, boosted by income from tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration.

the Coral Springs Police Department. “We don’t know the reasoning behind it. It’s still an ongoing
investigation. It hasn’t even been confirmed as a suicide.”
Rosen urges parents to talk to their kids about what they’re thinking and feeling.
“One of the most important things you can do is listen to your child,” she said. “If they say, ‘I don’t
want to be here anymore’ or ‘I’ve had enough,’ “ it may be time to seek professional intervention.
Rosen listed questions to ask your child: “Are you thinking of hurting yourself? Have you made a
plan? Do you have what you need to carry out the plan? When are you planning on carrying out the
plan?”
School shooting survivors live with anxiety and fear, sleepless nights and wandering thoughts —
reminders of the sights, sounds and smells of Feb. 14, 2018. Extreme anxiety and depression can last
for months and years, said Dr. Jan Faust, professor of psychology at Nova Southeastern University and
an expert on PTSD in children.
Survivors may feel angry, irritable or nauseous; they might tune out to protect themselves from
feelings of grief.
“It’s really important for parents and teachers to observe children in the classroom to look for those
warning flags,” Faust said. “If their grades dip, or if they become more withdrawn and aren’t as social.
They may start to cry out of nowhere and parents and teachers need to let them know it’s OK.”

Photo: Mike Stocker/Sun Sentinel/TNS

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, site of the Feb. 14, 2018 massacre where 17
people were killed.

Asylum-seeker separated
from son sues 2 migrant shelters
By Kelsey Bradshaw

Austin American-Statesman
AUSTIN, Texas — A Guatemalan
man is suing Austin-based Southwest
Key Programs, the nation’s largest
provider of facilities for detaining
migrant children, and another
shelter, saying his son was held for
nearly a year without justification,
treated with psychotropic drugs
without parental consent and
sexually assaulted by another child at
one of the facilities.
The man and his 10-year-old son
were not identified in the lawsuit,
which was filed in Travis County on
Thursday. They are being represented
by Austin-based attorneys John
Judge and Jay Harvey and Laredobased attorney Ricardo de Anda.
The lawsuit says the man and his
son left Guatemala on Jan. 24, 2018,
and traveled to the U.S. seeking
asylum because of death threats
made against them. In February,
they were taken into custody and
separated, the suit says. The man
was deported to Guatemala in April
2018 and his son was held in Arizona
at a facility run by Southwest Key
Programs, the lawsuit says.
The boy was diagnosed with
adjustment disorder and the
Southwest Key staff recommended
sending him to a smaller facility,

the suit says. In late June, he was
moved to Shiloh Treatment Center
in Brazoria County in Texas, where
he was prescribed medication to
treat depression, anxiety and mental
or mood disorders, the lawsuit says.
The facility did not obtain parental
consent before the boy started
receiving the drugs, the suit says.
In a separate lawsuit last year,
Shiloh Treatment Center was accused
of forcibly injecting children with
drugs.
The boy was supposed to stay at
Shiloh Treatment Center for 30 days
but was there for about six months,
the lawsuit says. He turned 10 while
at the Shiloh Treatment Center in
early December.
“There’s not justification for it,”
Judge said. “What has happened to
this young man was just horrible. He
was imprisoned for 11 months with
no justification.”
Judge said Shiloh Treatment
Center was receiving between $700
and $1,200 a day from the Office
of Refugee Resettlement, a federal
department, for housing the boy, who
“was viewed as an asset to Shiloh and
its owners,” the suit says.
Shiloh Treatment Center and
Southwest Key Programs did not
respond Monday to requests for
comment.
The lawsuit also says the boy

reported in December that he was
sexually assaulted by another child
in the facility.
“Despite his repeated requests
to go home with his father and
grandmother, there was no
consideration of discharge,” the
lawsuit says. “After the sexual
assault was reported, however, he
was viewed as a potential liability,
and quickly deported on or about
December 14, 2018.”
The boy and his dad are currently
in Guatemala, Judge said.
The suit alleges that Southwest
Key Programs and Shiloh Treatment
Center acted recklessly and caused
physical and emotional harm to the
boy, among other claims. The family
is seeking a jury trial.
Former Southwest Key Programs
CEO Juan Sanchez, who announced
his retirement earlier this month
amid outcry over the nonprofit’s role
in detaining migrant children, was
also named in the lawsuit.
Immigrant family separations at
the border spiked last year under
the Trump administration’s zero
tolerance policy, which called for
criminal charges against anyone
crossing the border illegally. Nearly
3,000 immigrant children were
placed in separate shelters while
their parents were referred for
prosecution.
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The national debt clock in New York City, pictured in March 2013.

White House says Democrats and
Mueller tried to ‘overthrow’ Trump
By Katia Dmitrieva
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — The White
House lashed out at Democrats and
special counsel Robert S. Mueller
III, accusing them of trying to
“overthrow” President Donald
Trump.
White House press secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders called Mueller
being unable to establish Trump 2016
campaign coordination with Russians
“a great reminder also of the rule of
law ... but it’s also a sad reminder of
the lack of accountability that started
to seep into the media and into
Democrats that have gone out for the
last two years actually over two years
and accused the president the United
States of being an agent of a foreign
government.
“Take a second and let that sink
in, take a minute and realize how
outrageous and how serious and

how malicious an accusation like
that is,” she told CNN. “They literally
accused the president of the United
States of being an agent for foreign
government, that’s equivalent to
treason — that is punishable by death
in this country.”
Mueller “wasted” millions in
taxpayer funds and, along with
Democrats, essentially tried to
“overthrow” a sitting president,
Sanders said.
During an appearance moments
later on Fox, Sanders said Democrats
should be “embarrassed” and offered
some advice, saying they should “be
careful” about continuing their own
investigations of all things Trump.
She said Trump was a “better
candidate” in 2016 than Democratic
nominee Hillary Clinton and simply
“outworked her.”
“They didn’t want to believe their
own failure,” she said of Democrats.

Photo: Robert Gauthier/Los Angeles Times/TNS

A man is suing Southwest Key Programs, saying his son was held for nearly a year without justification.
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Insulting Putin may now land
New Zealand bans assault
rifles days after mosque attacks you in jail under new Russian law
By Jule Scherer
DPA

WELLINGTON, New
Zealand — New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern on Thursday
announced an immediate
ban on military-style semiautomatic guns and assault
rifles, less that a week after a
gunman killed 50 people in
two Christchurch mosques.
Parts used to convert
guns into military-style
semi-automatics will also be
banned, along with highcapacity magazines. Ardern
added that a gun buyback
scheme will be established.
“The government will
take immediate action today
to restrict the potential
stockpiling of these guns
and encourage people to
continue to surrender their
firearms,” Ardern said.
“In short, every semiautomatic weapon used

in the terrorist attack on
Friday will be banned in this
country,” she said.
Similar to Australia,
New Zealand will allow
exemptions for farmers
upon application, including
for pest control and animal
welfare.
Ardern said that
additional laws will be
developed to strengthen
the country’s gun laws even
further, including “more
effective licensing rules,
storage requirements and
penalties for not complying
with gun regulations.”
The alleged mosque
attacker used modified
semi-automatic guns he
had legally bought in New
Zealand with his gun license.
New Zealand is one of the
few developed countries that
does not require gun owners
to register the majority of
their weapons. Only semiautomatic firearms need to

be registered.
It is estimated that the
buyback scheme will cost
the government between 100
million and 200 million New
Zealand dollars ($70 million
to $140 million dollars).
New Zealand’s hunters
and farmers have thrown
their support behind the law
changes.
“The ban on military rifles
is the right decision and
limiting shotgun magazine
capacity is sensible,” Fish and
Game’s Martin Taylor said.
Federated Farmers said
that although the changes
would not be popular among
some of its members, they
were the only practicable
solution.
“We are trying to tread
a responsible path. The
wrong guns can’t be allowed
to get into the wrong
hands,” spokesperson Miles
Anderson said.

By Stepan Kravchenko
Bloomberg News

MOSCOW — President Vladimir Putin
signed laws punishing online media and
individuals for spreading “fake news” or material
that’s considered insulting to Russian officials.
Prosecutors can now complain about online
publications to the state communications
watchdog, which has powers to block access to
the websites if their owners fail to remove the
material promptly. Publications found guilty
of spreading “unreliable socially significant
information” may face fines of as much as 1.5
million rubles ($23,000).

Publications found
guilty of spreading
“unreliable socially

legislation after thousands of people protested
in Moscow earlier this month against Kremlin
plans to establish a “Sovereign internet” that
would route online traffic mostly through
domestic servers and exchanges.
Opponents say the move will enable officials
to cut off access to services such as Facebook
and Google as well as websites critical of the
government amid growing public discontent on
issues such as rising prices and increases in the
pension age.
Valentina Matviyenko, a key Putin ally who
heads the upper house of parliament, laughed
off the impact of the new laws last week,
however, citing jokes that Russians had made
about the legislation.
The powers mean that “if you criticize the
authorities, you’ll be prosecuted under the law
against insulting officials,” she told an advisory
council. “And if you praise the authorities, you’ll
be prosecuted under the law against fake news.”

significant information”
may face fines of as much
as 1.5 million rubles
($23,000).
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Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern speaks to media during a news conference at Parliament
on March 18, 2019, in Wellington, New Zealand.

Individuals also face fines and up to 15 days in
jail if they publish material online that expresses
“clear disrespect for society, the state, the official
state symbols of the Russian Federation, the
Constitution of the Russian Federation and
bodies exercising state power.”
The measures were attacked during their
passage through parliament by the Presidential
Human Rights Council, which warned of their
potential use as methods of repression against
critics of the authorities. Putin signed the

Photo: Mikhail Tereshchenko/TASS/Zuma
Press/TNS

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin delivers
an annual address to the Federal Assembly
of the Russian Federation.

Pentagon, Trump cheer liberation of Islamic State stronghold in Syria
Bloomberg News
BEIRUT — The last territory held by
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria has been
liberated, the Pentagon said, hours after a
largely Kurdish fighting force in Syria claimed
victory.
Saturday’s statement by acting Defense
Secretary Patrick Shanahan followed one
by President Donald Trump. Unlike the
president, who’s said for months that victory
had been achieved, it was the first time the
U.S. military has proclaimed that the terrorist
group no longer holds land it called its
“caliphate.”
“We are inspired by the battlefield
success of the Syrian Democratic Forces,”
Shanahan said in the statement. “Today’s
SDF announcement that the liberation of the
territory once held by ISIS in Iraq and Syria is
100 percent complete confirms that more than
20,000 square miles in Iraq and Syria have
been cleared of ISIS since January 2017, and
the terror group no longer controls populated
areas.”
Trump predicted in a statement released by
the White House that Islamic State “cowards”
would resurface from time to time. “They are
losers and will always be losers,” he said.
In December, Trump announced flatly that

Islamic State had been defeated and that he
was bringing U.S. troops home from Syria,
a decision that prompted Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis to resign. The president later
acknowledged that Islamic State remained a
threat, and his administration said as many as
400 troops would stay.
Earlier Saturday, the SDF announced on its
website that its forces “have raised their flag
over Baghouz and declare complete military
victory over the terrorist Islamic State after six
years of war.”
The predominantly Kurdish forces, backed
by a U.S.-led coalition, began an offensive
against Islamic State in September to gain
control of the area. Activists say about 470
civilians have been killed since the attacks
started and many others have surrendered.
U.S. commanders have made it clear that
they still consider Islamic State dangerous
threat even though its adherents are now
scattered.
“The end of the so-called physical caliphate
is a historic military accomplishment that
brought together the largest coalition in
history, but the fight against Daesh and violent
extremism is far from over,” said Army Lt.
Gen. Paul LaCamera, commanding general
of the U.S.-led campaign against the group.
(“Daesh” is an Arab acronym for Islamic

Netherlands shooting suspect admits
to carrying out attack that left 3 dead
By Annette Birschel
DPA

AMSTERDAM — The suspect in the deadly
shooting in Utrecht, Netherlands, has confessed
to carrying out the attack and says he acted alone,
public prosecutors in Utrecht said on Friday.
The 37-year-old Turkish-born man, named as
Gokmen T, faces murder and terrorism charges.
Earlier in the day, he had his detention extended by
the maximum period of another two weeks.
Three people were killed and five others wounded
in the attack, which happened on a tram in the
western part of Utrecht on Monday.
Investigators had previously discovered a letter in
a getaway car, among other evidence that indicated
terrorism.
Prosecutors on Friday did not say anything about
a possible motive, but they are examining whether
psychological problems could be a factor, “combined
with a radicalized ideology.”
There had been rumors that the man was having
relationship problems, but police have said they have
no evidence of this and the suspect did not know the
victims.
Gokmen T was already known to police and has a
criminal record. He had been recently charged with
rape and abuse, but was released from custody two
weeks ago.
Friends and relatives have described him as
unstable and psychopathic, and said he had a
tendency to be aggressive, especially during periods
when he used drugs. However, they said they had
seen no indications that he had been radicalized.

Following the shooting Utrecht, the city’s 350,000
residents were placed under a lockdown as police
looked for the suspect, whose image they posted on
social media.
Residents were called on to stay indoors, and
schools and offices closed their doors, as police
helicopters circled overhead. Several buildings were
searched during the hourslong manhunt.
The province of Utrecht raised its terrorist threat
warning to the highest level in the wake of the
shooting. It was later downgraded.
Another suspect arrested on Tuesday was
released from custody on Friday and was no longer
under suspicion, the prosecution said.
On Friday evening, a silent march was held in
Utrecht to remember the victims. Participants,
including Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte,
marched from Utrecht’s main station to the scene of
the crime.
At the start of the march, the mayor of Utrecht,
Jan van Zanen, stressed that the city was “no place
for hatred and violence.”

Photo: Shody Careman/Hollandse-Hoogte/
Zuma Press/TNS
Tram on Monday in Utrecht, Netherlands.

State.)
Islamic State had already lost almost all
of the land it once held. The group swept
through Iraq and Syria in 2014, conquering
oil-rich territory before its major strongholds
fell at the end of 2017. The U.S.-backed
coalition, Iraqi and Syrian government forces,
Syrian rebels, Russian airstrikes and Iranianallied militias have all targeted the group.
The head of U.S. Central Command Joseph

Votel, who’s stepping down this month, said
the fight against Islamic State is far from over.
Islamic State has made a “calculated
decision to preserve the safety of their families
and preservation of their capabilities by
taking their chances in camps for internally
displaced persons, and going to ground in
remote areas and waiting for the right time to
resurge,” Votel told the House Armed Services
Committee earlier this month.”

Photo: Chris McGrath/Getty Images/TNS

Syrian Defense Force flags are seen flying over the destroyed ISIL encampment in Syria.

At least 94 people dead in Iraq ferry sinking
By Nabih Bulos

Los Angeles Times
BEIRUT — At least 94 people died and 55 were rescued Thursday when a ferry overloaded
with holiday revelers sank in the Tigris River near the Iraqi city of Mosul, officials said.
The ferry had been taking Kurdish families and others celebrating Nowruz, the Persian
New Year festival, on a trip to Umm Rabaen, known as the Tourist Island, more than 2 miles
upstream of the city center.
The number of passengers on the ferry exceeded its capacity, said Maj. Gen. Saad Maan, a
spokesman for the Interior Ministry. The vessel was meant to carry 40 to 50 people, but was
reported to have more than 100 on board.
Pictures uploaded to social media depicted a capsized ferry floating before a nearby
amusement park, with a crimson-topped merry-go-round and other rides visible in the
background.
One video showed passengers’ heads dotting the water’s surface, screaming as they struggled
against a strong current. Swimmers on the periphery could be seen trying to reach those
floating in the center of the river. Among those rescued, officials said, were at least 19 children.
Other uploaded pictures showed grieving family members gathering at Al Salam hospital,
where many of the dead were taken.
Pleas were sent out for people picnicking near the river’s edge to assist rescue efforts, and
images were shared of children, many wrapped in blankets, asking for their families to collect
them.
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi ordered an investigation, while President Barham
Salih tweeted that “the tragedy will not pass without harsh punishment” of those responsible.
The deaths come as Mosul, following a lengthy occupation by Islamic State extremists,
struggles to move beyond the subsequent widespread destruction wrought by the government’s
U.S.-backed campaign to free the major city.
More than a year on, despite snail-paced reconstruction efforts, a sense of security had
begun to return; restaurants and cafes, especially those on the eastern shore of the Tigris
bisecting Mosul, saw brisk business.
But crowds have already thinned after a spate of car bomb attacks in recent weeks.
Thursday’s incident renewed concern over Iraq’s crumbling infrastructure amid accusations of
widespread graft.

