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Learning without debt

Students head to capitol to rally for affordable education
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer
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Top: Students, faculty and staff attended the PA Promise Rally. Bottom: Korri Brown, vice
president of the Pennsylvania State Education Association (PSEA) addressed rally attendees.

Around 200 students and officials gathered
for the cause of affordable education on
Wednesday, March 27, in the main rotunda of
the capitol complex in Harrisburg.
They rallied specifically for the Pennsylvania
Promise and its aim is to make college more
affordable for those attending Pennsylvania
State System of Higher Education (PASSHE)
schools, which includes Edinboro University,
Clarion University, Slippery Rock University
and more. According to the website for
Pennsylvania Sen. Vincent Hughes, the promise
is intended to be available to students “with
family incomes of $110,000 or less” and in the
following amounts: “It provides for grants of
at least $1,000 per year for community college
students for two years and a minimum of
$2,500 per year for four years to Pennsylvania
State System of Higher Education schools and
state related institutions.”
Around 150 students from PASSHE schools
shared this message both through their signs
and voices as Hughes (democrat, 7th district),
began the rally with greetings before turning it
over to representative Jordan Harris (democrat,
186th district). Harris holds a bachelor’s degree
from Millersville and understands firsthand
the struggle of getting through college as his
grandmother would send him $100 every two
weeks just so he could eat.
Harris feels that we must do what we can “to
ensure that our young people have all of the
tools necessary to succeed,” something that is

not an option, but a requirement, he explained.
President of the Association of Pennsylvania
State College University Faculties (APSCUF)
Kenneth Mash would also speak, asking the
crowd if they were OK with the fact that
Pennsylvania ranks 50th in the U.S. News and
World Report for higher education, along with
top rank (including Washington, D.C.) for
student debt, which was answered with a “boo!”
Before the rally started, Mash noted that
the faculty and student participation was
impressive and stressed the importance of
public involvement. “We need to do a better job
for this generation,” he said.
Information was displayed on charts in
the capitol saying that Pennsylvania ranks as
number one in the nation for student debt, that
over 1.8 million state citizens carry debt, and in
2017 the average Pennsylvania graduate carried
over $36,000 in debt.
In addition, it read that the national average
for housing insecurity, or, as Huduser.gov
states, the inability to find “adequate affordable
housing near their campus” is 56 percent for
community college students and 36 percent for
college students.
Food insecurity, which is a “household’s
inability to provide enough food for every
person to live an active and healthy life,”
meanwhile, hits 51 percent of Pennsylvania
community college students and 36 percent

See Capitol, A2

‘Women of Word’ ‘Women’s Empowerment Panel 5.0’ features
Poetry, dance performance influential figures in the regional workforce
returns to ‘Boro for 9th year
By Collin Alekson
Staff Writer

Local group Women of Word (WOW) returned for their ninth
year at Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, with the event held
in the Diebold Performing Arts Center on March 21. A recurring
presentation at EU’s Women’s History Month, WOW features
performers reading their original works of poetry that cover a
variety of polarizing topics.
The full title for the performance was “Women of Word:
Featuring a Few Man-Made Words.”
The featured poets included: Thasia Anne, Marge Wonner,
Luchetta “Cookie” Manus, Heidi Blakeslee, Matt Borczon, Darryl
M. Brown, and new additions Barbara Crone, Jamie Sharnell and
Mark Valentine Jr.
Sharnell had been doing open-mic readings in Erie prior to being
introduced to WOW by Thasia Anne. “I was a feature poet one
night and [Thasia] offered to me to do it and I took it on the spot,”
said Sharnell. “I love it, it’s a stress reliever.”
“I never thought that I’d be in it, but I’m glad to be a part of it,”
said Valentine Jr.
The director, producer and participating poet, Thasia Anne, is
the mastermind behind WOW, and has been featured in every
production since its inception. Anne is an alumna from EUP who
earned her degree in social work, as well as a minor in theatre, back
in 2016.
“What we try to do here, very respectfully, is give both sides of
an issue,” said Anne. “People will say, ‘I never thought or looked at
it that way’.”
During this year’s rendition, WOW included the poignant
themes of homelessness, religion, disabilities, death, fear and failure.
The featured poets’ differing views on topics like “failure”
included Anne’s take on the subject. “For me, failure would be just
not trying; it doesn’t mean that I have to succeed, it’s just not trying.”
Another interesting inclusion was the dancer, Brett Fallon, who
came into the spotlight following the “fear” poetry set, taking each
of the poet’s card containing their irrational fears and tearing them

See Word, A3
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By Livia Homerski
Executive Editor

The Women’s Empowerment
Panel 5.0 took place on
Thursday, March 28, at Pogue
Student Center in Room 143.
Dr. Jingze Jiang, professor of
economics at EU, hosted the
presentation. The panel, put
together by Edinboro’s school
of business, featured Joelyn J.
Bush, Christine Henderson,
Marnie Caldwell and Mary Kay
Reber.
Bush, Edinboro speech
and communications alum, is
the director of marketing and
communications for the United
Way of Erie County and was
featured in the Erie Reader’s “40
under 40” list in 2017.

Henderson is also an
Edinboro alum, sporting a
degree in math education,
along with an elementary
teaching certificate and a
master’s in reading. She runs
her own business, Mathematical
Expressions, a company that
writes math content for K-12
textbooks.
Caldwell has a degree in
international studies, with a
Spanish minor, from Allegheny
College and has worked at Reed
Manufacturing in Erie since
1994 as the current marketing
director for international and
domestic projects.
The final panelist, Reber, is
the CFO for Wm. T. Spaeder, a
firm specializing in mechanical
contracting that was founded

in 1914 by her grandfather.
She, along with her cousins,
lead management, expansion,
and succession of the family
business. She has also worked as
a college counselor.
After the panelists were
introduced, Jiangze decided
to host an interactive poll so
that the panelists could know
who their audience was. She
used pollev.com and asked
questions such as, “What is
your class standing?”; “What is
your dream job?”; “Who is the
breadwinner in your family?”;
and “Which city did you grow
up in?” The most common
answers were “senior, junior
and sophomore”; “counselor,
professor”; “mom and dad”; and
“Erie,” respectively.
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Left to right: Joelyn Bush and Christine Henderson speak on a panel at EU.

The Arts

Then the panel began with
the first question, “What
motivated you to choose your
career path?”
For Caldwell, she was
originally convinced she wanted
to work in the government,
specifically in the international
trade department. Twenty-five
years later, she is not working
for the government, but instead
a private company and has a
role that is similar to the one she
wanted.
Henderson next shared that
she originally went to school
to become a teacher, but found
what she actually preferred was
being a learner. She then taught
again for 11 years before being
asked to buy the company she
now currently runs.
When Bush started working
as a cashier at Wegman’s when
she was 15, she had dreams of
becoming a teacher. However,
when she went to college and
found that teaching wasn’t for
her, she changed her major to
speech and communications.
This followed a customer at the
tanning salon Bush worked at
telling her she would be great
in that field. During her time
at Edinboro, she held down
three internships for nonprofit
organizations and continued
to work at Wegman’s until she

See Panel, A2
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Panel
From A1
graduated at 21. Since she was 15, she actually
donated 50 cents from every paycheck to the
United Way, where she’s now worked for five
years.
Reber was a first-generation college student
who studied economics and never thought that
she would someday be working for her family’s
business. She also worked as a college counselor,
a fundraiser for United Way, and also worked
at Reed Manufacturing for three years until her
mother announced that she was retiring from
the family business and offered Reber her job.
She shared this sentiment which seemed to be a
common thread among the panelists’ answers:
“You don’t know where your journey will take
you.”
The second question asked was, “What
challenges have you experienced as you started
your career and business?”
As Henderson runs a business that is based
around a service, she stated that her biggest
challenge is finding enough qualified people to do
the work.
Reber’s business is 105 years old, so she has
found her biggest challenge is not only keeping
the business going, but also adapting to changes
throughout the year. “One of the things I
remember reading about successful businesses is
that they all start very small, and it’s one step at a
time,” said Reber on the way businesses grow and
change.
Bush explained that jumping from an
internship to her first real position at such as
young age was a challenge for her, especially
because her position was “a one-woman band.”
Caldwell reminded the audience that every job
you do, especially at the beginning, is important,
and you never know what menial tasks will pay
off and teach you something valuable later on.
Although starting a business is one challenge,
growing and maintaining a successful business is
a whole other one. “What are the most important
things that help you to bring your career and
business to the next level?” was the third question
asked.
Caldwell advocated for speaking up for
yourself in a respectful and tactful manner when
a challenge arises. She also believes it’s important
to “be willing to dig in” and be open to learning
new things.
Networking and surrounding yourself with
people who are more knowledgeable about
business, or whatever subjects you don’t know as
much in, is Henderson’s advice. “This past year,
I’ve learned about how important it is to make
those connections and talk with people about
business issues who have more experience than
I do, [those] who can help me solve problems so
I can actually grow instead of just maintain my
status,” said Henderson.
Bush also reinforced the importance of
networking early on: “Make it a priority to meet
people. Look them in the eye, shake their hand,
get a business card early on.” She also advised to
“be kind, but fierce,” as well as be bold and ask
questions. She also stated that attention to detail
and credibility are ways to make yourself stand
out.
Coming from a family business standpoint,
Reber believes it’s important to make employees
leaders and make sure to engage and invite their
voices when it comes to different decisions and
finding solutions to problems.
The fourth discussion topic had more to do
with the technical aspects and requirements of
owning and being involved in a business: “What
kind of permits and loans do you need before you
even start your business? What kind of certificates
and licenses do you need before you start your
career? What types of degrees do you need to start
your career?”
As Reber’s company, Wm. T Spaeder, does
mechanical contracting, there are several
certificates and licenses involved for doing that
work.
Caldwell expressed that for those involved
in marketing and doing office work, skills like
knowing software such as Microsoft Office and
Adobe programs is very important. She advised
the audience to be honest on their resume about
their skill levels with these programs and list
the time spent with these programs. Henderson
agreed with these points.
Bush believes that having an entrepreneurial
mindset is paramount to a successful career,
and suggested the book “Who Owns The Ice
House?” by Gary Schoeniger to get in the know.
She also explained that “the Erie area is ripe with
entrepreneurial opportunities” and that Radius
CoWork is a company that gives you a space to
work on your own business and collaborate with
other small business owners.
“Have you encountered any roadblocks in your
career specifically because of your gender?” was
the next question asked.
Bush talked about going into a position that
a male previously held, but being hired as a
manager rather than a director, so she was paid
less and had to work her way up to that position
despite being more experienced than the previous
person.
When working in a male-dominated industry,
Caldwell has noticed that there is a certain
camaraderie among male coworkers that is not
always comfortable or even relatable for females,
but she has always “done her own thing.”
Henderson stated that she has not run into
many roadblocks in her career, since both
teaching and publishing are predominantly female
fields.
“I am the only female owner and manager in
our company, and on one level, you can feel like
a fish out of water, but the advantage is that my
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voice is heard differently” said Reber, believing
that her gender allows her voice to be louder in a
male-dominated environment. Reber also believes
that when men step up and take on a bigger role
in family life, it allows women to succeed and take
on bigger roles in work life, which related to the
next question that was asked.
Historically, one of the biggest factors in
whether women worked was their home life and
the role of being a mother, so the sixth question
asked was, “How do you balance work and family
life?”
Working from home gives Henderson a flexible
schedule, but she always makes sure she meets
her work responsibilities. This also applied to
Caldwell as a director.
“When people realize that you’re good at
something, they tend to ask you and ask you
and ask you. And especially women, we have a
hard time saying ‘no’, so practice saying ‘no,’” said
Bush about practicing work life and personal
life harmony. Bush also preaches the benefits
of unplugging from technology and practicing
mindfulness.
The next question asked was, “What
competition have you encountered, and how have
you gotten around it?”
Similar to the challenge of finding people to
work, Henderson is also challenged with the
task of keeping people, as much of the work is
somewhat freelance. She has tried to alleviate
this problem by giving those who work with her
as many or little hours as they need, along with
being sure to pay them properly for what they
worked on.
Since Bush works for a nonprofit organization,
they have flipped the narrative from competition
to “collaboration.” United Way focuses on
combating poverty, so collaboration between
other local nonprofits is not only innovative, but
constructive.
Reber believes it’s important to have an
entrepreneurial spirit and be aware of changes in
the marketplace in order to handle competition.
Many students face the challenge of finding
an internship during their time in school, so the
eighth question was: “Do you think an internship
in college is important? What are your suggestions
on finding an internship and choosing the best
opportunity among the many internships?”
Bush definitely knows the power of an
internship, considering she had three, and her
last one led to her first job. “I really sought out
opportunities that I knew would put me in front
of really important people and businesses that
would allow me to network,” she explained. She
also said that Erie is a city with many businesses
that offer the opportunity to job shadow.
While Caldwell believes internships to be very
valuable, she also believes that students shouldn’t
discount their summer and part-time jobs,
especially ones involving customer service. She
urges students to be proactive when it comes to
pursuing an internship and plan ahead.
Reber advocates for a variety of experiences
and to pay attention to what you enjoy doing and
what speaks to you. “The more you understand
about yourself and the more you know yourself,
the better you’ll be able to sell yourself and be
comfortable [with yourself], and that comes
across in interviews,” she said.
And finally, the panel discussion concluded
with, “Any other experiences or advice to share?”
“You don’t know what you’re capable of until
you try it,” said Henderson, adding that she never
dreamed of becoming a business owner, even as
recent as 10 years ago.
Bush urged the audience to give back and be
involved with your community. She also raised
the question: “What can you do without having
to look it up?” This is to challenge yourself to see
what you are capable of by just using your head
and hands.
“Check and double check your resume...It’s
often your only chance to get in front of that
employer, so it needs to speak for you properly,”
Caldwell asserted. She also suggested that in the
job search, look at smaller companies because
“they give you the opportunity to wear many hats,
and you get to explore more of your skillset.”
Similar to what Caldwell said, Reber believes
that one can have a huge impact on a small
company and seconded the idea of double
checking your resume. She also recommended
you develop critical thinking skills and learn how
to argue multiple perspectives.
The panel then took questions from the
audience. Edinboro professor Dale Hunter
commented and shared her experience in pay
disparities: “When I was hired in 1988, I was hired
at the same time as two other men. I had more
experience as one of those other men, and I didn’t
discover until years later as an assistant professor
that I was hired at a lower grade than they were,
and I had a union contract! But I know of other
female professors who were hired as instructors
instead of assistant professors despite having
enough experience.”
Then someone asked about the cost of starting
your own business and getting past the capital
barrier. Henderson responded that with her
business, she purchased the company from the
previous owner for $6,000 and paid it off in two
years. However, since her enterprise is run from
home, she acknowledged that businesses that
require an establishment, such as restaurants, are
much more expensive to buy and maintain, but
there are loans you can apply for to help fund your
plan.
Finally, the presentation concluded with
Jiang using her statistician magic to announce
the most commonly said words throughout the
presentation, which were “skills,” “learning” and
“help.”
Livia Homerski | @edinboronow

EU professors show doc, conduct a
panel on Nazi concentration camps

Photo: Lucas Hershelman

Professor Ihor Bemko lectured on the history of the Holocaust during a panel discussion
hosted on March 27.

By Collin Alekson
Staff Writer

On March 27, a discussion on the Holocaust was
held at the R. Benjamin Wiley Arts & Recreation
Center, which featured Edinboro University
professors Dr. Janusz Czejdo, Dr. Ihor Bemko and
Baron-Forness Library staffer John Widner.
Widner presented the 1992 documentary,
“Opening the Gates of Hell: American Liberators
of the Nazi Concentration Camps,” which
featured interviews with U.S. Army veterans
who had participated in the liberation of various
concentration camps in Germany and Austria
during 1945 at the climax of European theatre of
World War II.
The witness testimonies from the elderly
veterans included gruesome details of their
discoveries after liberating the camps. Scenes
of mass executions of prisoners who had been
hastily dispatched by the fleeing guards had been a
common trend, along with the forced starvation of
the camp’s inhabitants. The malnourished inmates
had frightened many of the American soldiers who
described their emaciated bodies as “no wider than
their wrist bones.”
The interviews were coupled with black and
white footage taken by U.S. Army cameramen who
recorded the infantrymen discovering the camps
located near towns like Dachau, Mauthausen and
Flossenbürg.
Following the documentary, Bemko lectured on
the history of the genocide and its contemporary
use that had begun in the 20th century as a result of
the war crimes that occurred in World War II. He
also introduced the work of Polish lawyer Raphael
Lemkin, who had coined the term “genocide.” This
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Catherine E. Zerfing, a sophomore at
Indiana State University of Pennsylvania,
shared her story about paying for college.

term, Bemko examined, can be used to describe
many mass killings throughout history.
Bemko also explained that “technology and
communication” in the 20th century had allowed
perpetrators of genocide to work more efficiently
than ever before. Besides the Holocaust, the
advancement of technology, as Bemko pointed out,
has led to other modern tragedies such as the manmade famine in Ukraine during the 1930s and the
extermination of Armenians at the turn of the 20th
century.
Bemko concluded his lecture by paraphrasing
the often quoted adage: “Those who do not learn
from history will repeat its mistakes.”
He followed up with a lighthearted reflection of
students who have taken his classes and who learn
the important lesson that if they “do not learn from
history, they have to repeat it.”
A question and answer session with the
presenters followed after Bemko’s lecture. One
question concerned the Holocaust and the practice
of labor and death camps. Czejdo weighed in on
this question, where he explained how incarcerated
Jewish people and other minorities in labor camps
had been forced to work for the Nazi war effort but
“they were to be exterminated after a while.”
The knowledge of the panelists, along with the
documentary, helped recount to the audience of
how history has produced the most abhorrent
episodes inflicted on humans. Perhaps the most
important lesson to learn from the panel was to
remember mankind’s misdoings and to observe
how today’s society can remedy conflicts to avoid
future calamities.
Collin Alekson | @edinboronow
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The PA Promise rally was organized to
bring awareness to the importance of
affordable education for PASSHE students.

Capitol
From A1
of university students. In the U.S. overall, 1/8 of people struggle with hunger, according to Feeding
America.
Students from all types of financial situations came to support. Khala Vines, a sophomore from
Indiana University, said that she would not be where she is without her scholarship, and credits that
more than her Free Application For Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
With the FAFSA, students are able to get the Pell Grant, which is state-provided and something
that Kayla Losito, a senior at Mansfield University, would like to see continue until things improve.
Elyse Elsbree, also of Mansfield, will graduate debt free due to parental support, yet came to show
her support and help “make a better future” as she understands the struggle.
Many other concerns were addressed, such as student homelessness, the struggle to buy necessary
materials like textbooks, neglecting basic needs such as hunger, and having to leave Pennsylvania
to continue one’s education or abandoning it altogether. The latter was something Korri Brown,
vice president of the Pennsylvania State Education Association (PSEA) and an alumnus from West
Chester University, has witnessed.
“No Pennsylvanian needs to face that sort of decision,” Brown said, who also shared that the
number of college students pursuing a degree in education has decreased 55 percent from where it
was in 1996 and 40 percent from 2010.
Samantha Quinn, another attendee and a junior at Clarion University, is in her fifth year of
college. The average time it takes to complete a bachelor’s program is six years, according to the
National Student Clearinghouse Research Center. This topic is upsetting both for Quinn and her
friends, and she thinks that if “enough students make enough noise, something will change.”
If anything is to be done then, as both speakers and several signs said, we need to “educate the
state,” as well as remind ourselves and others of the words: “keep your promise.”
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow
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apart. Part of the interactivity with the WOW
production had runners encouraging audience
members to write down these fears on a card,
which Fallon would then destroy.
On the topic on disability, Valentine Jr. wrote
about his own struggles. “I had a flair and I just
put it all in writing, exactly how I felt and it turned
out beautiful and hopefully it touched somebody.”
One of the standout readings came from Anne
and Brown, who presented their work on the
theme of “death.” This dealt with their personal
losses in the past.
“If I get you to feel what I feel, I’ve done a good
job. If I get you to feel anything at all, then I’ve

done a great job,” said Brown.
Being a longtime friend with Anne, Brown
had been asked to feature his poetry. He tackled
the topic of homelessness. “I used to work as
a manager for a homeless shelter and [Thasia]
wanted a homeless set for the Word,” stated
Brown.
When asked what state of mind one must
be when writing their poetry, Brown said that,
“whatever is in my head or my heart at the time,
that is what leads to whatever I write.”
Collin Alekson | @edinboronow

Democratic Green New Deal
defectors chart their own climate path
By Ari Natter

Bloomberg News

As the founder of a company
that turns industrial emissions
into energy, Sean Casten turned
a career spent fighting climate
change into the centerpiece
of his successful campaign for
Congress.
But don’t expect the firstyear House Democrat _ who
defeated a six-term Republican
incumbent in Illinois _ to back
the ambitious climate plan
championed by progressives
such as New York Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.
“The Green New Deal is a
political document,” said Casten,
a member of the moderate New
Democrat Coalition of 101
lawmakers. “If we all passed it
tomorrow, it wouldn’t make a
lick of difference.”
Casten is a Democratic
Green New Deal defector, one
of a group of moderates who
are rejecting the progressive
package that has become a
lightning rod for critics and
are instead crafting their own
climate-change policies. Among
the ideas some defectors are
considering are measures
that would impose a national
mandate for the use of cleaner
power sources or implementing
a carbon tax.
Many, such as Virginia
freshman Democratic
Rep. Elaine Luria, defeated
Republican incumbents in
moderate-to-conservative
districts and helped their party
win back the House.
“The Green New Deal is
aspirational,” Luria said. “What
we plan to do is offer tangible,
achievable things.”
The Green New Deal calls
for shifting to 100 percent
clean power within 10 years,
upgrading all U.S. buildings
and providing health care and
housing for all. It’s captured

national attention but has also
been used by Republicans to
label Democrats as socialists
who want to ground air travel,
ban hamburgers and paying
people who aren’t working.
The Green New Deal would
do none of those things, but
its still only supported by 39
percent of House Democrats _
92 out of 235 Democrats. In the
Senate, the plan is backed by all
six of the chambers presidential
hopefuls, but only 12 out of its
49 Democrats.
“I like the fact a lot of new
members are coming up with
ideas that we need to look at like
the Green New Deal, but we’re
going to look at all different
options,” said Frank Pallone,
chairman of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee,
who has questioned the political
and technical feasibility of
the plan. “We’re looking at a
number of things that could
be done to address greenhouse
gasses and the problem with
climate change.”
One of them is a federal
mandate that could require
the use of clean energy sources
such as wind, solar and other
renewables as well as possibly
nuclear and coal with carbon
capture technologies as well,
according to Paul Bledsoe, an
adviser with the Progressive
Policy Institute who says
he’s had discussions with
congressional committee aides
on the various ideas.
A carbon tax is also being
eyed by the House’s main tax
writing committee, which is led
by Green New Deal holdout
Richard Neal of Massachusetts,
who said he plans to hold a
hearing on the fee in the future.
A $25-per-ton fee, paid by
oil refiners, utilities and other
carbon dioxide emitters could
generate $1 trillion, according to
estimates by the Congressional
Budget Office, but it lacks the

GOP support needed to become
a reality. Rep. Don Beyer, a Ways
and Means Committee member,
hopes the Green New Deal
changes that.
“The Green New Deal has
almost created a space on
in them middle and on the
center right for carbon pricing
as something that is concrete
and real and supported by
economists across the political
spectrum,” Beyer, a Virginia
Democrat, said.
Another bill that would
require the U.S. to meet
greenhouse gas emission
reduction targets under the
Paris climate agreement that
Trump has vowed to pull out of
is being championed by House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who has
dismissed the Green New Deal
as a “green dream.”
The alternatives come as
some moderate Democrats
believe the House passage of a
Green New Deal is important
ahead of the 2020 presidential
elections. Critics say it’s a
needless political risk that will
end up costing Democrats seats.
“They correctly believe that
the notion of the keep it in the
ground crowd are both political
liabilities and unnecessary
at this point,” Bledsoe, who
worked on climate change issues
in the Clinton White House,
said in an interview. “The
Democrat Party became captive
to far left environmental groups
for the last couple of decades
and it’s become a political
disaster.”
Asked about members of
her party who don’t support
her plan, Ocasio-Cortez said
they may be more interested in
saving their congressional seats
than saving the planet.
“We don’t have time for five
years of a half-baked, watereddown position,” Ocasio-Cortez
said during a televised Town
Hall on MSNBC Friday.

House Democrats launch effort to
expand Violence Against Women Act
By Todd Ruger
CQ Roll Call

House Democrats take their first step
this week to expand the Violence Against
Women Act in an effort to prompt the Senate
to do more than simply extend the lapsed
domestic violence law, and they’ve included a
contentious gun control provision.
The House is expected to pass the bill to
reauthorize the 1994 law and add language
to expand housing protections for victims,
give more help to Native American women
and enhance law enforcement tools through
grants.
It would also expand the category of who
could lose the right to possess guns under
the law, adding those convicted of dating
violence or misdemeanor stalking to close the
so-called “boyfriend loophole.”
That gun provision could become a
focus of the debate, since the National Rifle
Association reportedly will score the votes
on the bill, and it is among the changes that
make it unlikely the Republican-controlled
Senate would go along with the House
version.
But several Democrats argued that
passing their version, which they touted
as a life-saving measure, would solidify
their preferences ahead of any conference
committee if the Senate decides to pass its
own version.
So far, the Senate has made efforts to
reauthorize the law through the end of the
fiscal year, most recently as part of a disaster
aid bill that fell short of the votes needed
Monday on a procedural motion. Iowa
Republican Sen. Joni Ernst is working with
California Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein
on a Senate proposal, but said last week that
the text is still being negotiated.
“Our calculation was that we’re in charge
now, we can pass a bill that we think is a
comprehensive bill to protect all women,”
House Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer
of Maryland told reporters Tuesday. “I’m
hopeful that the Senate will take it up ... or
ask to go to conference on it. But we need to
reauthorize it.”
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, of California, set the

stage for this week’s debate and floor vote in
February, when she did not agree to a shortterm extension of VAWA in a fiscal 2019
spending bill. A leadership aide said agreeing
to a short-term extension would reduce the
incentive for the Senate to negotiate with the
House on a broader reauthorization.
Pelosi said last Thursday that opposition
from the NRA would not jeopardize the bill
in the House.
“There’s very discrete provisions that relate
to protecting women’s safety. And they’re
against it,” Pelosi said. “I don’t see that it has
much impact on the passage of the bill in the
House of Representatives.”
When the Violence Against Women Act
extension was excluded from the final fiscal
2019 spending package, a senior Democratic
aide said it would have “zero impact” because
the grant programs related to the law were
funded in the Commerce-Justice-Science
appropriations bill contained in the package.
Rep. Tom Cole told CQ on Tuesday that
there are some changes that Republicans
would accept, such as the Native American
tribal provisions, and he would vote for it.
But he said the gun measure is something
Republicans generally wouldn’t support and
Democrats need to be willing “to sit down
with the Senate and the president.”
“You’re taking something that should be an
easy bipartisan reauthorization of existing law
and complicating it to make a political point,”
the Oklahoma Republican said. “You’re
certainly free to do that, but in the meantime,
you should have at least extended it through
the fiscal year so that you can make whatever
point and then sit down and negotiate.”
When asked about legislative strategy and
the gun provision, Rep. Debbie Dingell said
that “sometimes things are as simple as they
should be.”
“If we’re truly trying to protect women
then how can you not put that in there?” the
Michigan Democrat said.
A rule approved Tuesday provides for
debate on 40 amendments to the bill, which
would reauthorize the law through fiscal
2024. A vote on final passage is expected
Thursday.

Sen. Kamala Harris leads Senate push to
allow ‘Dreamers’ to work on Capitol Hill
By CQ Roll Call
MCT Campus

Senate Democrats are
introducing legislation this
week to end the prohibition on
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals recipients working on
Capitol Hill.
The proposal led by
Democratic Sens. Kamala
Harris of California, Richard J.
Durbin of Illinois and Nevada’s
Catherine Cortez-Masto would
amend current law to include
DACA beneficiaries as an
additional category of people
eligible for paid employment in
Congress.
“The giant sign outside
my office says ‘DREAMers
Welcome Here’ because
we know and value the
contributions that these young
people have made to their
communities. But right now,
those same young people are

banned from giving back to
their country by working for
Congress. That has to change,”
said Harris in a statement.
“Government works best
when it reflects the people
it represents. Our nation’s
DREAMers are some of our best
and brightest, and it’s time they
had the opportunity to get a job
or paid internship on Capitol
Hill.”
Current law bars most
non-U.S. citizens from working
for the federal government,
including Dreamers. Even
congressional staffers with legal
residency, including refugees,
must sign an affidavit swearing
they are taking steps toward full
citizenship.
In the seven years since the
introduction of the DACA
program in 2012, more and
more ambitious young people
have run into this barrier.

Activists point out that many
“Dreamers” were pulled into
advocacy work because of
the immediate pressures that
politics put on their lives.
National surveys show that
DACA is a strong motivator for
civic engagement.
“Since I first introduced
the Dream Act in 2001, I have
met hundreds of Dreamers
who are giving back to their
communities as teachers,
nurses, engineers, and soldiers.
Many of them are dedicated to
public service, and it makes no
sense to deprive Congress of
this homegrown talent pool,”
Durbin said.
Democratic Arizona Rep.
Ann Kirkpatrick introduced
legislation with bipartisan
support in January, which
would revise appropriations
language and allow Dreamers to
work on Capitol Hill.
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Grad student exhibit explores
fantasy and the imagination
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

Contributed Photos: Joey Asti

Gomez (Torie Witherow) and Morticia (Delaney Gatenby) look on disapprovingly. ‘The
Addams Family, A New Musical Comedy’ is currently showing at Edinboro University.

A mysterious and spooky time
America’s strangest family takes Diebold stage
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

The stage at Diebold has been a little
creepy, a little kooky lately.
The audience in the performing arts
center got to channel their inner “Addams”
this past weekend at Edinboro University
with “The Addams Family, A New Musical
Comedy,” directed by senior Joey Asti.
Even if one is unfamiliar with the spooky
family, the quality and kookiness of the
show is worth seeking out. This is especially
true when it deals with keeping secrets,
family values and loving one’s family, no
matter how annoying they can be.
As Wednesday Addams is now older in
this production and in love with a college
student named Lucas, tension grows, softens
and then grows again, a concept which
people of all ages can relate to.
To attend this performance is to see and
feel a whole new sense of creepy, funny and
heartfelt.
Torie Witherow, who played Gomez
Addams, said that the biggest challenge for
her was taking on the role as the spouse
of a new cast member (Delaney Gatenby),
as it was almost like a married couple
not knowing each other. However, after
rehearsals, this was certainly not noticeable.
Occasionally, the cast was on the verge
of being literally too close for comfort as
they frequently approached the audience
head-on, though this made each act and the
musical itself much more interesting.
At times, it was as if the choreography

asked viewers to join; something almost
impossible to resist, and it made the entire
audience and cast feel like family puttogether.
With perfectly-timed humor both in song
and dialogue, the performance was narrated
by Uncle Fester, portrayed by Morgan Gore.
Gore explained that he can relate to his
character in several areas, including wanting
others to be happy, and loving and accepting
people (or in this case “things”) for who and
what they are. His character is in love with
the moon, something Gore himself wasn’t
expecting.
The crowd could certainly feel the energy,
and to say that it’s worth one’s time and
money would be an understatement.
Without a doubt, “The Addams Family, A
New Musical Comedy” is a classic within a
classic, especially for Asti as this is his first
time directing; a long-standing dream of his.
“I just couldn’t be more proud,” added
Mary Ann Asti, his mother.
For those who haven’t had a chance to see
the show, they will have more opportunities:
shows continue April 4-6, from 7:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m., and on Sunday, April 7, from 2:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Diebold. Coming from
Witherow herself, audience members are “in
for a treat.”
Asti’s next directorial effort, “Into the
Moon,” will take place on Friday, April 26
in the Multipurpose Room of the Frank G.
Pogue Student Center with further details
pending.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow

Wednesday (Mary Lindeman) and Lucas (Jared Hladycz) share an intimate moment.

With examples of weaponry, odd shapes and an atmosphere that almost felt surreal, “The
Fall of Cordalla: Dreamscapes of The Lost Empire”
was a thesis show put on by Phil Ambrose.
Presented from March 25-29 in Bates Gallery, the
exhibition was named after an imagined city-state
that Ambrose created during a “Dungeons and
Dragons” game.
About to finish his master’s degree in fine arts,
Ambrose filled his show with collage and imagery.
He also explores the use of fantasy settings to
manifest will into the universe, as said in his artist
statement.
“It’s about fantasy and ritual objects, how people
gain control in a world that seems very chaotic,” he
states, adding that he notices people feel helpless
due to external factors, religion and rituals.
In the front of the gallery, each visitor was,
according to Ambrose, “encouraged to write
their own interpretations of the objects, with the
intent of merging them into a larger narrative.”
To do this, he left out pieces of paper and writing
utensils, encouraging visitors to “leave [him their]
stories,” and “tell [him] of [their] adventures.”
The exhibit could be taken in through four
sections, which, according to Ambrose’s artist
statement, helps to break up the square gallery
space and “act as a ceremonial dream space that
helps the viewer focus on the objects in the hopes
of sparking the imagination.”
He ultimately wanted people to be able to focus
on a few objects at one time: “By constructing
interactive objects, I allow the viewer to voice
their internal desires through sound and movement to gain favor with universal forces. I dip
into the ideas of ritual, religion and magic to explore contemporary concerns. Exploring these
topics through a fantasy setting allows me to subvert the initial expectations of the viewer and
hide their meanings within the sculptural form.”
One of his pieces, “Altar to the Drowned King,” involves an object that he saw in a dream,
and he enjoyed the opportunity of bringing it to life.
Two of his favorite materials to work with
are silver (because of how it moves and feels,
as it’s responsive in a way that other metals
are not) and cherry wood.
He spent a year and a half to two years
working on this project, and it is “an effort to
bring these ritual objects, oneiric (relating to
the field of dreams) space and collaborative
storytelling into one experience.”
The process, from project to presentation,
has been nerve-wracking but worth it.
“You’re literally just putting every bit of
yourself out there,” he said.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow

Photos: Amber Chisholm

‘Panel 1’ was one of five panels displayed around Ambrose’s final exhibit as a grad student.
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P!nk

“Hustle” by P!nk is most
definitely a motivational song. Count this
writer as one who’ll use it anytime they
need to get pumped up. The song starts off
with a strong beat, with P!nk then coming
in with her powerful vocals to accompany
it.
“Hustle’s” chorus gives off the same
vibe as “So What,” which contrasts slower
verses with the hook. The chorus starts
with: “So don’t hustle me (whoop, whoop)/

“Hustle”

around and jam. “Walk

Don’t hustle me (whoop, whoop),” and
it will be stuck in your head for days to

Me Home” is more designed to sing along

come. The beat makes the song something

to and later contemplate. The verses talk

that you immediately want to jam out to,

about a man underestimating P!nk because

and the choir that joins P!nk in the chorus

she loved him. Both songs will be on P!nk’s

brings even more life to it.

upcoming album: “Hurts 2B Human.”

While P!nk’s first single, “Walk Me
8/10

Home,” is a slower and more emotional
song, “Hustle” takes on a similar topic,

Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

but in a way that makes you want to move

Aly & AJ
“Church”

“Church” is much different than the
Aly & AJ of my childhood, a duo that first
struck gold with their cover of “Do You
Believe in Magic?”
The overdone and dramatic pop sound
that I grew up listening to has changed
into a much tamer version of the genre.
“Church” brings more harmony and hymn
than most pop today, though it does share
traits with the softer, slower pop songs
currently on the charts.
The pre-chorus, “I need redemption/

For sins I can’t mention” stands out as not
only the most attention-getting line in the
song, but the backing music calms down
the most during this moment. The music
also slows down in the chorus, bringing in
new instrumentals until the bridge slows
down like a ballad. The shifts in the music
help separate the chorus and verses, giving
different feelings to different parts of the
track.
The song explores the idea of living your
life how you want to, but also realizing

that, depending on your religion, you
may feel guilty about it. This is shown in
the lyrics: “I do bad things for the sake of
good times” and “For all the places where
it hurts/I need a lil church.” The overall
idea the song leaves you with is that church
is there for you when you need it, but
sometimes life contradicts your religion.
6/10
Erica Burkholder| @edinboronow

Billie Eilish

“WHEN WE FALL ASLEEP, WHERE DO WE GO?”

Have you ever accidentally stumbled
upon an artist and then absolutely loved
all their music? Yeah, that’s me with Billie
Eilish. Last summer, I discovered her track
“Ocean Eyes,” and it was immediately the
song of that season. Besides singles and an
EP, Eilish had not released a full-length
album until now.
In March of 2019, the rising star
dropped “When We All Fall Asleep, Where
Do We Go?,” and to no surprise, I’m a fan.
Billie Eilish is one of those artists that

no matter what genre you claim to be a fan
of, if you stumble upon one of her songs,
you’ll still think it’s good. Whether this
is for the artist’s deep lyrics, her sweet
and soothing voice or her various stylistic
choices — you’re sure to find something
you like about her sound.
The album opens with a studio clip, a
14-second snippet of Eilish in the studio,
taking out her Invisalign. It’s a perfect,
playful example of her spirit, right off the
bat. Throughout the album, Eilish switches

up the different sounds and moods as we
progress through each song.
The rest of the review can be found on
edinboronow.com.
Standout tracks: “when the party’s
over,” “bury a friend,” “goodbye” & “my
strange addiction.”
9/10
Madi Gross | @edinboronow

Graphic: Jalil Robinson

If you will be graduating this spring,
YOU CAN’T MISS THIS!

Student musician signs record deal, talks
creative inspiration with Spectator Music
By Amber Chisholm
Staff Writer

For senior Dylan Hollingsworth, a music
performance major with a concentration in
percussion, making beats has been a passion of
his for several years now. Pursuing this passion
resulted in a deal with Bentley Records last
August, along with an EP called “Fire & Ice.”
His journey into music began in the seventh
grade when his father presented him with a guitar.
This carried into an eighth-grade talent show,
where he was part of a two-man band playing the
song “Wipeout.”
While he wasn’t confident in their sound, this
was a great moment for him, along with a barn
concert he played over the recent winter break,
as he noted the support and enjoyment from the
crowd.
His hobby of making and producing beats
started in ninth grade. He would have musical
ideas in his head and “wanted to get them out as
quick as possible.”
Hollingsworth then joined marching band
around the 10th grade, where he learned to read
music in a week by playing percussion. At the
same time, he was establishing a musical presence
through homemade tracks.
Operating under the name Grimace, which he
obtained after wearing a purple hoodie in high
school, Hollingsworth explained that he likes that
shade of purple because to him, it represents the

Contributed Photo

Single ‘Here I Am’ will be released April 3.

word “soul,” as in the noun, the music genre and
more.
He currently plays guitar, drums and keyboard,
while using the software FL Studio for recording.
He has recorded with several others, including his
late brother, who wrote the first two verses and
chorus of “Fire & Ice.” He holds the EP and single,
featuring Kaitlyn Hallock, as a tribute to him.
Other singles on the EP are “Kill ‘Em All (ft.
VagueSounds)”, “Retribution,” and “Axe Kick (ft.
Kyler Chance, Bizhop & Cody Martinez)”.
His influences come from various rappers from
the ‘80s and ‘90s, including A Tribe Called Quest,
Boyz II Men, Outkast and solo artists like MF
Doom and Tyler, the Creator.
Producing and making beats is cathartic for
Hollingsworth, and the process is less pressure
than marching band, which he still greatly enjoys.
“What I can’t say, my music can,” he explained.
In an email with Bentley Records, Troy
Beelen, executive of A&R with the label, said that
Hollingsworth “is a very talented and growing
artist. We are happy to have him with us, and
we will give him our best support to grow as an
artist.” He also said that his first single, “Here I
Am,” was released on Wednesday, April 3.
His current goal is to get better as a rapper. He
has made gradual adjustments from constructive
feedback from both known and unknown
listeners, which he prioritizes while also staying
true to himself.
Hollingsworth shared some words of advice
for young musicians: “As long as you’re passionate
with what you’re doing, you’re succeeding.” He
also stated, “If you want something to be good,
you have to take your time with it.”
Listeners can expect to be put on edge, in a
good way, by the power of his deep voice, while
each track also carries a mysterious feel and an
authentically futuristic touch — already an ideal
mix of rapping and EDM. This is intentional, as
Hollingsworth says that he tries to be “a little bit
different.”
Hollingsworth’s tracks can be found under
the name GrimaceOfficial on SoundCloud and
Spotify.
Amber Chisholm | @edinboronow
Graphic: Jalil Robinson

GRADUATION

FAIR
WHEN?
TUESDAY, APRIL 9 AND WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10
NOON - 6 P.M.
WHERE? FRANK G. POGUE STUDENT CENTER, MPR
• Pick up Commencement tickets (required for
undergraduate ceremony only).
• Speak with Financial Aid staff regarding your
mandatory online exit interview.
• Purchase your cap and gown at a discount, these
two days only - NOTE: Hood for Master’s students
not included in discount.
• Stop by the Alumni table and pick up your pin for
commencement, share a piece of cake and take a
picture at the selfie station.
• Purchase class rings, pre-order commencement
DVDs, have professional photos taken, receive
materials to help you prepare your resume and
much more!
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Adelaide (Lupita Nyong’o), Jason (Evan Alex) and Zora (Shahadi Wright Joseph).

Photo: Monkeypaw Productions/TNS

The main cast of Jordan Peele’s ‘Us’ appear shaken in one of the film’s key scenes.

Review: Peele provokes thought,
terrifies audiences with ‘Us’
By Jason Hurst
Staff Writer

Photo: Universal Pictures /TNS

The theatrical poster released before the debut of ‘Us.’

From Jordan Peele, the brilliant creator behind “Get
Out,” comes his sophomore effort, “Us.” A simple, yet
elegant title, “Us” plays with horror in a way not many
films have been able to do. Much like its predecessor, “Us”
introduces the audience to uncomfortable topics, hidden
behind a thrilling and captivating story. A beautiful score
accompanies the film, greatly enhancing the mood and
plot.
The film stars Lupita Nyong’o (“12 Years A Slave”)
as Adelaide Wilson, a mother in a happy family who
experienced intense trauma as a child lost on the Santa
Cruz boardwalk. Adelaide is joined by her husband Gabe
(Winston Duke, “Black Panther”), her daughter Zora
(Shahadi Wright Joseph), and her son Jason (Evan Alex).
The family dynamic we’re shown is honest and organic,
never once feeling forced. We connect with the Wilsons
almost immediately, which only enhances the tension
throughout the film. They’re normal.
What begins as a family vacation rapidly turns into a
night of terror. There isn’t much time spent waiting for the
horror to begin. A few coincidences here and there only
assists in the buildup of what we’ve known was coming: us.
The duplicates of the Wilsons.
The amazing thing about the film is that while it’s in
the horror genre, scaring the audience is not the end goal.
The true horror of the film lies in how uncomfortable you
begin to feel at the appearance of the doppelgangers. Their
movements, expressions and actions don’t simply mimic
the main characters, they are the main characters, in every
meaning of the word.

“The soul remains one, shared by two,” Red, Adelaide’s
doppelgänger, says as she confronts herself.
As the twists begin, we’re suddenly hit with a feeling
of unease, which only continues to increase the longer
we watch and ponder the ramifications in our own mind.
That is the beauty of “Us.” We are our own worst enemy.
The darkness that sleeps beneath, unseen, which has
always been there, forgotten. That is, until we have to
confront it face-to-face. Our greatest fear is undoubtedly
the truth.
Similar to “Get Out,” there is much thought-provoking
imagery, dialogue and action. Peele wants us to open up
once again to participate in a dialogue that has long been
left unspoken. While “Get Out” sparked a dialogue about
race, “Us” seems to want to ignite a conversation about
oppression. In countless horror films, our enemy is some
supernatural or magical entity. Not in “Us,” where the
antagonists are literally ourselves, flesh and blood mirrors.
“What are you?” Gabe asks in the beginning.
Red responds with two words: “We’re Americans.”
Two people, exactly the same. Except one is privileged
and free, the other tethered, a forgotten shadow. While
we may not see it that way, the film’s ending certainly
puts that thought in our head by confirming a terrifying
thought most will immediately have in the beginning of
the film. While it may not be a traditional horror flick,
Jordan Peele certainly achieves his goal by doing the most
terrifying thing imaginable, making us think. This is “Us.”
“Us” is now playing in theaters around the United
States, as well as Cinemark Tinseltown in Erie.
Jason Hurst | @edinboronow

Photo: Disney/TNS

Dumbo, the elephant star of Disney’s live-action remake, smiles.

Disney’s ‘Dumbo’ tops box office
By Sonaiya Kelley
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Disney’s live-action
“Dumbo” remake managed to unseat
Universal’s “Us” from the top of the box
office over the weekend, despite the film’s
soft opening.
“Dumbo,” which comes 78 years
after the beloved animated original,
opened with $45 million, below analyst
projections of $50 million to $58
million, according to estimates from
measurement firm Comscore.
The movie earned mixed reviews from
audiences and critics with an A-minus
CinemaScore and a 50 percent rating on
review aggregation site Rotten Tomatoes.
Directed by Tim Burton, who remade
“Alice in Wonderland” into a live-action
blockbuster for the studio in 2010, the
picture is nearly twice as long as the
1941 original and cost an estimated $170
million to make.
Its opening numbers pale in
comparison to similar live-action Disney
fare such as “Beauty and the Beast,”
which opened with $174.7 million in
2017, and “The Jungle Book,” which
debuted with $103.3 million in 2016.
This year, Disney will also release liveaction re-imaginings of “Aladdin” and
“The Lion King,” as well as a “Maleficent”
sequel.
At No. 2, “Us” added $33.6 million in
its second weekend, a 53 percent decline,
for a cumulative $128.2 million. Globally,
it earned $56.2 million over the weekend
for a cumulative $174.5 million.
Horror movies typically drop by 60
percent in their second weekend, but

director Jordan Peele has established
himself as a filmmaker to watch
following 2017’s “Get Out” and, now,
“Us.” Strong word-of-mouth praise
and positive critical reviews have also
bolstered the film’s box office success.
Now in its fourth week, Disney’s
“Captain Marvel” landed at No. 3 with
$20.5 million for a cumulative $353.8
million. It earned $46.9 million globally
for a cumulative $990.6 million and will
likely cross the $1 billion mark by this
weekend. It currently stands as the No.
10 global superhero release of all time.
In fourth place, CBS Films and
Lionsgate’s “Five Feet Apart” added
$6.3 million in its third weekend for a
cumulative $35.9 million.
Rounding out the top five, PureFlix’s
“Unplanned” premiered with $6.1
million. The drama follows a Planned
Parenthood clinic director who becomes
an anti-abortion activist. It earned a 53
percent rating on Rotten Tomatoes.
Also new over the weekend, Neon’s
“The Beach Bum” landed at No. 10 with
$1.8 million. The film stars Matthew
McConaughey and was written and
directed by Harmony Korine (“Spring
Breakers”). It earned a 52 percent Rotten
Tomatoes rating.
This week, STX Entertainment opens
the drama “The Best of Enemies,”
Paramount reveals its “Pet Sematary”
remake, and Warner Bros. debuts the
superhero movie “Shazam!”
In limited release, Neon premieres the
Aretha Franklin documentary “Amazing
Grace,” and Greenwich Entertainment
opens “The Public.”

Games
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Across
1 Captain Sparrow portrayer
Johnny
5 Exam for jrs.
9 Indy 500 family name
14 Rio contents
15 Machu Picchu builder
16 Loud salute
17 Beethoven’s birth city
18 *Evaluation by one’s
colleagues
20 Colorful carp
22 “Born Free” lioness
23 Skin woe
24 *1984 Prince classic
27 Razz
28 Like plagiarized work, say
29 Focus and Fiesta

30 Office asst.
31 Spectacles on one’s nose
36 “That isn’t nice”
37 Intensive goodwill campaign,
briefly ... and a hint to the answers
to starred clues
38 Except for West Wendover,
Nevada summer hrs.
41 Sicilian seaport
42 Hard to come by
43 Glossy finish
46 Harsh critic
48 Very fancy
49 *Region bordering the world’s
largest ocean
53 USA part: Abbr.
54 Whirl around
55 Drink from leaves
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56 *Yellowstone VIP
59 French movie
62 Like much bar beer
63 Make, as money
64 “In your dreams!”
65 Abodes for birds
66 Liberal or martial things
67 Tenant’s payment
Down
1 Pat softly
2 Locker room issue
3 *Green Day genre
4 Impressive collection
5 Spot on a die
6 Derisive look
7 Amtrak high-speed train
8 Ankle bones

9 Function
10 Four Corners natives
11 Sandwich maker’s aid
12 Smoothed
13 Sculls competitors
19 Took off in a hurry
21 Percent suffix
24 Attention-getting sound
25 Four Corners natives
26 Some MIT grads
29 Tasseled hat
32 Scale units: Abbr.
33 Baba among thieves
34 Confession disclosure
35 Work support group
37 Cross product
38 *Union demand
39 Eins und zwei

By Nancy Black

Tribune Content Agency
Today’s Birthday (04/04/19). Take off
for uncharted frontiers this year. Grow
professionally through patient, steady action.
Unexpected largesse flows your way. Family
joys delight this summer, motivating career
changes. By next winter, professional tides
are in your favor, as domesticity draws you
back in. Learn and grow.
To get the advantage, check the day’s
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most
challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is a
9 — Personal insights and epiphanies can
inspire you over the next two weeks. Take
your talents, capacities and skills to new
levels by practicing basics.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is
a 6 — You’re more productive in peaceful
privacy. Make long-term plans. Enjoy rituals,
spiritual ceremonies and practices. Let go of
old habits that no longer serve.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is an
8 — Share what you’re learning with your
friends. A community project flowers over
the next few weeks. Strengthen connections
with people you admire and respect.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is an
8 — Professional opportunities look ripe
for the plucking. Listen to your angels. Get
advice from a trusted elder. The next few
days are good for decisions.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is an
8 — Enjoy a business trip or conference.
Classes and seminars offer useful skills and
connections. Begin an intense expansion
phase. You’re learning a whole new

40 Educational period
41 Mongoose family member
that uses its tail to stand erect
42 9-Across vehicle
43 Apply hurriedly
44 Showing compassion
45 Applies, as pressure
47 On fire
49 “Don’t text and drive” ad,
briefly
50 Snorer’s disorder, perhaps
51 Groucho’s smoke
52 Like noble gases
57 Rotation meas.
58 IV league?
60 Diarist Anaïs
61 Amphibian youngster

perspective.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is an
8 — Discuss financial goals, objectives and
dreams with your partner. Review your plans
and budgets. Negotiate bargains and plot
your course together.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is an 8
— A collaborative effort flowers. Strengthen
your connection by enjoying time together.
Romance kindles easily. Let someone special
know your appreciations. Share dreams and
ideas.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is a
9 — The excellent work you’ve been doing
reflects you well. Quicken the pace to get
your heart beating faster. Physical efforts
reap satisfying results.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today
is an 8 — Share your romantic dreams and
visions with someone special. Listen for
where your interests connect, and make
plans to grow new possibilities together.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is
a 7 — New beginnings at your house take
shape. You may need to tear things down
to rebuild them better. Fill your home with
delicious flavors and beauty.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is
an 8 — Share the good news! Reach out
and connect with your wider network.
Provide valuable information to your tribe.
Generate resources and results through
communication.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is
a 9 — Follow the money. Grab a lucrative
opportunity, and run with it. Monitor
expenses and don’t overindulge. Focus on
moneymaking to take advantage of a nice
break.

BORO EVENTS
On Campus
Artist Lecture: Arthur Ganson

Party for Pets

4/4 | 7 p.m.
Compton Hall | Room 107A
Edinboro University

4/5| 7 p.m.
Pogue Student Center | Gym A
Edinboro University

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Kutztown University

Therapy Dog Visit

4/6| 1 p.m.
Sox Harrison Stadium
Edinboro University

4/6 | 2:30 p.m.
Pogue Student Center Lobby
Edinboro University

Graduation Fair

EU Planetarium:
“Legends of the Night Sky”

4/9 & 4/10 | Noon
Pogue Student Center | Multipurpose Room
Edinboro University

12/7 | 7:30 p.m.
Cooper Hall Planetarium
Edinboro University

In The Community
Erie Micro Brew Fest

The Basics of Tea

4/6 | 12:15 p.m.
The Brewerie at Union Station
Erie

4/8 | 10:30 a.m.
Iroquois Avenue Branch Library
Erie

“Heathers the Musical”

Food Truck Friday

4/5 & 4/6 | 7:30 p.m.
Studio Theatre at Penn State Behrend
Erie

4/5 | 5 p.m.
Luminary Distilling
Erie

UPBʼs Movie of the Week
“Howl’s Moving Castle”
2004
April 7 | 12:55 p.m.
April 8 & 10 | 7 p.m.
Cinemark Tinseltown
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Women’s tennis unnerves
Vulcans, earns win over Cal
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information

for pinch runner Abby Sallot. Shannon Gilbert singled up the
middle to drive in Sallot for the final run of the game.
Head Softball Coach Dan Gierlak said he was happy to see his
team having confidence at the plate.
“I think that the biggest thing is that our kids are feeling pretty
good about their swings,” he said. “We keep working on them
everyday and making ourselves a little better. When we go up
there and attack the ball, we’re as good a hitting team as there is.”
Edinboro broke out the bats in the second game, scoring 11
runs in five innings. Jankowski and Allocco homered in the third
inning to give Edinboro a 4-0 lead. Both sluggers finished the
game 3-for-3 with a trio of RBIs.
“UPJ is a good team,” Gierlak said. “(Edinboro’s) pitchers did a
great job of keeping their top hitters off the field.”
Riding a four-game win streak, EU then split their conferenceopening doubleheader at Seton Hill Friday.
Nasca earned the win and Metz picked up her fourth save of
the season in the team’s 4-2 victory. Nasca’s 3-0 performance over

Hannah Brentar won a third-set tiebreak, 8-6, to clinch the
Edinboro’s women’s tennis team’s first win of the season over
Cal U, 4-3. The Fighting Scots improved to 1-14 overall and 1-0
in the PSAC West while the Vulcans fall to 4-6 overall and 0-1
in the PSAC West.
Cal took a 1-0 lead after doubles, winning two of the three
matches. Laura Lopez and Brentar won their doubles match at
number two doubles, 6-0, over Charlie Gallagher and Elizabeth
Wohar. Edinboro dropped a 6-1 match at number one doubles
and forfeited at number three.
Tatiana Batalla Trabal got the Fighting Scots on the board
quickly in singles with a 6-0, 6-0 shutout over Gallagher at
number two singles. Jelena Vucenovic evened the match at
2-2 after winning her number three singles match over Wohar
6-1, 6-0. The Vulcans would retake the lead at 3-2 with Emily
Suckling winning 6-0, 6-1 over Paige Morris at number four
singles. Lopez forced the deciding match after she tied the
score up with a 7-5, 6-3 win at the top singles spot over Carolin
Ganahl.
In that deciding match, Brentar dropped the first set, 3-6, to
McKenzie Wilson. However, she bounced back to split sets with
a 6-0 set two win. Not letting her nerves get to her, Brentar took
the third set to a tiebreak.
With tiebreaks first to seven, win by two, Brentar remained
calm with an extra-point tiebreak and earned the win with an
8-6 win in the tiebreak.
Edinboro will return to the court tomorrow, April 3 when
they travel to Slippery Rock for a 4 p.m. match. The match at
The Rock was previously scheduled for April 4, but was moved
up due to inclement weather in the forecast.
‘Boro drops a pair during West Virginia swing
SALEM, WV — The Edinboro women’s tennis team opened
up their weekend trip to West Virginia with a 7-0 loss to Salem
on Friday afternoon. The loss drops the Fighting Scots to 0-13
on the season while the Tigers improve to 11-2.
Salem won both doubles matches at number one and two.
The Tigers picked up a forfeit win at number three.
In singles, Laura Lopez dropped a tight 6-4, 6-4 to Ana Kunic
at the top spot. Salem went on to sweep through the singles
matches to take the 7-0 win.
The Fighting Scots will return to the court tomorrow, March
30 when they visit Charleston for a 4 p.m. match.
CHARLESTON, WV — Laura Lopez won her top seeded
singles match in straight sets, however the Edinboro women’s
tennis team fell to the Golden Eagles 6-1 on the road in their
last non-conference match. The match moves the Fighting Scots

See Softball, B3

See Tennis, B2
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Victoria Allocco hits during a game at Gannon on April 27, 2018. Allocco’s hot bat helped Edinboro to three wins over the
weekend, including splitting their first conference doubleheader of the season Friday at Seton Hill.

Softball opens PSAC play with split
By Christopher Rosato Jr.
Sports Editor

Edinboro softball had a lot to celebrate last weekend.
The Fighting Scots have already topped their 2018 win total
with a sweep at Pitt-Johnstown and a win at Seton Hill Friday.
In addition, on Monday, the PSAC awarded its weekly pitcher
and athlete of the week honors to a pair of Edinboro standouts.
Edinboro surrendered just one run over two games March
27 when they visited the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown.
Carley Nasca started both games, earning a pair of wins while
Amanda Metz closed them out, earning a save in the first
contest.
Stolen bases proved important in the team’s 3-1 win over UPJ
in the first game. In the second inning, right fielder Cheyenne
Bothun stole second before scoring on a Roni Lipinski single. In
the fourth, Olivia Jankowski stole second and later scored on a
Victoria Allocco single to give Edinboro a 2-0 lead.
Nasca got into some trouble in the fifth, loading the bases
with one out. She induced a ground-out for the second out, but
the runners advanced, cutting the lead to 2-1. Metz relieved her,
escaping the inning with a fly out.
Roni Lipinski doubled to lead off the seventh and came out

Lax earns first PSAC win since 2016
By Erica Burkholder
Voices Editor

Lacrosse won their first game of the season and
grabbed their first PSAC victory in two years when
they beat Gannon, 10-7, on March 27.
Anna Leva opened up scoring for ‘Boro less than
two minutes into the game. Stephanie Chido scored
next to up ‘Boro’s lead to two.
The Knights scored a little more than a minute
later, but Sophie DePalma got on the board for the
Scots to make it 3-1. Abi Kunz added to the lead
about 10 minutes later, but Gannon scored three
goals in the next four minutes to tie the game at the
end of the first half, 4-4.
The Knights opened scoring a few minutes into the
second half to take the lead, 5-4. Kandyce Graham
responded for Edinboro, tying the game, until Sidney
Dobbins and Leva would put up goals to build the
lead before Gannon scored again.
“At first, we were getting goals and they were
getting goals, and then at halftime we had a talk:
‘We gotta pick it up — offense, you gotta pick it up,’”
Dobbins recalled. “And that’s what’s been happening.
Our defense has been carrying us and I feel like our
offense came alive.”
Dobbins earned another two goals before Leva put
up ‘Boro’s last to take their lead to 10-6. The Knights
would score one more goal, bringing the score to the
final 10-7 in the Scots favor.
“Once we were up in the second half with about 15
minutes left, people realized, ‘Oh my gosh, we might
win our first PSAC game in years,’” Dobbins said.

“Then we got more goals in and kind of notched the
win, and once we won it was an amazing feeling.”
She continued, “I think that was the first game that
everyone on the team thought we could win.”
After the game, Head Women’s Lacrosse Coach
LeighAnne Stauffer said she hoped to see her team’s
offense continue their performance throughout the
season.
“Our defense typically does their job, [but] the
offense definitely picked it up that game and I want
to continue it,” she said.
The win marked Stauffer’s first win as head coach.
In the next game, Bloomsburg took 12 minutes
to get on the board when they visited Sox Harrison
on Saturday. They quickly added another goal before
Graham got on the board for ‘Boro. The Huskies
notched another two goals before DePalma scored
for the Scots to end the half with Bloomsburg leading
4-2.
DePalma scored the first goal of the second
half, but Bloomsburg took advantage of a man-up
situation to score once again. They would add two
more before Leva responded for the Scots. Leva
then assisted on Mary Uplinger’s goal, and DePalma
scored her third goal of the game to cut Bloomsburg’s
lead to 7-6.
Bloomsburg scored another goal, and Dobbins led
the charge for the renewed Scots to bring the game to
Photo: Ben McCullough

See Lacrosse, B3

Kandyce Graham sprints during a game against East Stroudsburg on March
23. Graham scored in Edinboro’s win at Gannon.
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Klimowicz grabs top finish at Richmond meet
By Bob Shreve & Chris Slack
EU Sports Information

Photo: Amber Chisholm

Nils Plutat returns the ball during a match against Daemen College on Feb. 15.

Men’s tennis finishes non-PSAC
action with pair of wins in WV
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
SALEM, WV – Nils Plutat and Tommy
Hsu won in both singles and doubles as
the Edinboro men’s tennis team picked up
a 4-2 win over Salem on Friday afternoon.
The Fighting Scots won the doubles point
before picking up three wins at three through
five singles to secure the victory. Edinboro
improves to 11-4 while the Tigers fell to 2-4.
Hsu and Mateus Santos got the Fighting
Scots on the board first with a 6-3 win over
Gregor Lainer and Patryk Garwacki. Plutat and
Mauricio Santos secured the doubles point with
a 6-1 win over Antonio Shaw and Sibi Junior
Soumahoro.
With the 1-0 lead, Kevin Mboko finished up
first for the Fighting Scots with a 6-1, 6-2 win
over Ilia Peredero at number five singles. Plutat
won a tight match at number three singles 7-6
(3), 7-5 over Andrej Urjasz.
Hsu clinched the win for Edinboro with his
own straight-set win against Lainer at number
four, 6-4, 6-0.
The Fighting Scots return to the court
tomorrow when they conclude their two-day
West Virginia trip at Charleston.

Tennis
From B1
to 0-14 on the season while
Charleston improves to 12-2.
Lopez and Tatiana Batalla
Trabal dropped a tight match

CHARLESTON, WV — In their last nonconference matchup of the season the Edinboro
men’s tennis team picked up a 6-1 win on
the road over Charleston. The Fighting Scots
picked up the doubles point before winning
at two through six singles for the victory.
Edinboro improves to 12-4 on the season and
are on a four-match winning streak while the
Golden Eagles fall to 4-6 this year.
Mateus Santos and Tommy Hsu made quick
work of Thomas Andrews and Bryson Tye
6-2 at number two doubles while Mauricio
Santos and Nils Plutat followed up with a 6-4
win over Jason Prince and Ian Morrison at
number three. Kevin Mboko and Julius Schulte
dropped a tight 7-5 match at the top spot to
Ben Lakeman and Joao Tayar.
In singles, Plutat picked up a win over
Andrews leading 6-0, 2-0 when Andrews
retired to give Edinboro the 2-0 lead. Mauricio
Santos and Schulte won in straight sets at
number two and six singles, respectively, to
clinch the win for the Fighting Scots. Hsu and
Mboko added onto the win with three-set wins.
Edinboro continues their road trip when
they return to PSAC action on Friday, April
12 when they visit Bloomsburg. Match time is
scheduled for 4 p.m.

at number one doubles before
falling in a tight tiebreak, 7-6
(9-7) to Kristine Gegeshidze
and Katie Swann. The Golden
Eagles picked up wins at
number two and three doubles
to claim the doubles point.

In singles, Lopez won a
tight first set against Swann,
6-4, before winning the
second, 6-1 for the win.
Charleston would go onto
win number two through six
singles to claim the 6-1 win.

Oliver named EWL freshman of the year
By Thomas Wehner

EU Sports Information
LOCK HAVEN — Edinboro’s Jacob Oliver
(Huntingdon, Pa./Huntingdon) has been
named the Eastern Wrestling League Freshman
of the Year. Lock Haven’s Chance Marsteller
took home the EWL Wrestler of the Year
award.
Oliver earned a spot in the 33-man field at
174 pounds at the NCAA Division I National
Championships as an at-large selection after
finishing second at the EWL Championships.
The Huntingdon native was the No. 1 seed at
the EWL Championships and reached the finals
before losing to Dean Sherry of Rider, the No.
2 seed, with Sherry garnering the lone EWL
automatic qualifier at 174 pounds.
He opened his first appearance at Nationals
as the 28th seed, drawing fifth-seed Jordan
Kutler of Lehigh. He would lose a 10-2 major
decision to Kutler. In his consolation match, he

suffered a 9-4 decision loss to No. 21-seeded
Marcus Coleman of Iowa State. Oliver would
wrap up his first season with a 28-7 record,
leading the team with four technical falls and
nine major decisions.
Oliver opened the season with five straight
wins, including winning the Michigan State
Open (freshman/sophomore) title, before
falling to Hayden Hastings of Wyoming in an
8-5 decision. He rallied off seven straight wins
with another title at the Journeyman Northeast
Open and reaching the finals, falling to Andrew
Morgan of Campbell in a 12-6 decision.
Morgan received an automatic qualifier
after finishing runner-up at the Southern
Conference Championships.
Three of his seven losses came to automatic
qualifiers at 174 pounds, including Sherry and
Morgan. One of his two losses at the Southern
Scuffle came to seventh-ranked David
McFadden of Virginia Tech, who received his
bid after winning the ACC title.

EARN CREDITS THAT
TRANSFER TO 500+
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES.

RICHMOND, Va. — The Edinboro
women’s track and field team returned to
action on Friday, competing in the Fred
Hardy Invitational, hosted by the University
of Richmond. The two-day event continues on
Saturday.
Tori Klimowicz turned in Edinboro’s top
showing as the sophomore came in third in the
3,000-meter steeplechase non-Division I event.
She trailed only a pair of runners from John
Hopkins while posting a PSAC qualifying time
of 11 minutes, 37.32 seconds. Freshman Caitlin
Caltagirone was right behind her in fourth
place with a time of 12:02.47, also a PSAC
qualifying mark.
In the 1,500-meter run, Hope Pietrocarlo
also recorded a PSAC qualifying time while
coming in fourth with a time of 4:40.32.
Audrey MacPherson (10th – 4:55.80), Abbey
Peters (11th – 4:56.75), and Jordan Hauser
(12th – 4:58.23) also posted PSAC qualifying
times in the event.
Freshmen Alicia Fritz and Audrey
MacPherson qualified for the PSAC
Championships to wrap up competition at

Photo: Noah Shettel

Corey Wefing, white headband, won two races at the Fred Hardy Invitational.

Senior runner leads pack in
pair of races at Hardy Invite
By Thomas Wehner & Chris Slack
EU Sports Information

RICHMOND, VA – The Edinboro men’s
track and field team traveled to Richmond for
the Fred Hardy Invitational on Friday, hosted
by the University of Richmond. The event will
conclude on Saturday.
Trae Smith had the top showing for the
Fighting Scots on Friday with a third-place
finish in the javelin throw in the non-Division
I event with a distance of 59.16 meters. It was
good not only for a PSAC qualifying distance
but a NCAA Provisional mark as well.
Edinboro sent 11 runners to the line for the
1,500-meter run and six returned with PSAC
qualifying times. Corey Wefing won the nonDivision I event in a time of 3 minutes, 54.62
second. Brendan Oswalt (seventh – 3:58.87),
Colton Cassel (ninth – 3:59.89) and Matt
Wehrle (10th – 4:00.12) all finished in the top
ten, all with PSAC qualifying times.
Jared Hallow (16th – 4:02.92) and Eduardo
Tapia (21st – 4:05.64) also qualified for the
PSAC Championships.
In the 3,000-meter Steeplechase both Ward

CCAC.EDU

LEARN MORE AT
AN OPEN HOUSE:
MAY 11, 2019, 10:00 AM–1:00 PM

admissions@ccac.edu
ccac.edu/openhouse

JULY 17, 2019, 3:00 PM–6:00 PM

Ries (third – 9:42.50) and Nick Amos (10th
– 10:14.62) tallied PSAC Qualifying times. In
the Triple Jump, Noah Shettel finished in 5th
place with a distance of 13.82 meters, good for
a PSAC Qualifying distance.
Corey Wefing won the non-Division I
800-meter run on Saturday, as the Edinboro
men’s track and field team concluded
competition at the Fred Hardy Invitational. The
two-day invitational was hosted by Richmond
at Robins Stadium.
Wefing was one of 48 competitors in the
non-Division I run, including one of five
Fighting Scots in the event. He captured gold
with a PSAC qualifying time of 1:55.35.
The remaining Fighting Scots all finished
in the top 30. Eduardo Tapia came in 20th at
2:01.31, followed by Johnny Lang at 2:02.24.
Jack Lacina posted a time of 2:02.57 for 24th
and Matt Wehrle ended in 26th, crossing the
finish line at 2:03.97.
Edinboro will begin preparation for the Dave
Labor Invitational on Saturday. The invitational
is being hosted by Slippery Rock at MihalikThompson Stadium.

Accolades keep rolling in for
junior women’s basktball star
By Bob Shreve

EU Sports Information

ENROLL NOW

the Fred Hardy Invitational. The two-day
invitational was hosted by Richmond at Robins
Stadium.
Fritz finished sixth in the non-Division I
javelin throw, posting a PSAC qualifying mark
of 36.36 meters. Her throw is also a seasonbest.
MacPherson paced to 11th out of 51
competitors in the 800-meter run non-Division
I event with a PSAC qualifying time of 2:23.28.
Stephanie Glatch and Jordan Hauser also
competed in the javelin and 800-meter run,
respectively. Glatch’s best throw went 31.82
meters for 10th, while Hauser finished shortly
after MacPherson at 2:25.49 for 15th.
Brooke Messigner was runner-up in the
non-Division I 800-meter run. She crossed the
finish line at 10:37.89.
In the discus non-Division I event, a trio of
Fighting Scots finished in the top 20. Savannah
Wheeler had a throw of 30.18 meters for 13th.
Kendra Rice’s best throw went 27.79 meters for
16th, while Fritz posted a throw of 23.85 meters
for 17th.
Edinboro will begin preparing for the Dave
Labor Invitational on Saturday. The invitational
is being hosted by Slippery Rock at MihalikThompson Stadium.

EDINBORO — Edinboro’s Michaela Barnes
(Chagrin Falls, Ohio/Kenston) has been
named to a second All-American team. After
previously being named a WBCA honorable
mention All-American, Barnes has now
been selected a Women’s Division II Bulletin
Honorable Mention All-American.
Lewis University senior Jessica Kelliher was
named the 2019 Women’s Division II Bulletin
Player of the Year. The publication selected five
players as first, second, third, and fourth team
All-Americans, along with 19 players selected
as honorable mention All-Americans.
Barnes led the Fighting Scots to a ninth
straight 20-win season, as Edinboro ended the
year at 20-9. The Fighting Scots qualified for
the PSAC Tournament for the tenth straight
year, and earned a berth in the NCAA Division
II Tournament for the second year in a row.
She was previously named a first team AllPSAC West honoree and earning second team
D2CCA All-Atlantic Region accolades. She
was a second team All-PSAC West selection
as a sophomore and was the 2017 PSAC West
Freshman of the Year.
The 5-foot-5-inch guard averaged a teamleading 21.0 points per game, ranking fourth

in the PSAC and 15th in Division II. She
added 4.3 rebounds per game while ranking
second on the team in assists (93) and third in
steals (28). She stands fourth in the PSAC in
field goal percentage at 52.1 percent (213-of409), and leads the conference in free throw
percentage at 85.7 percent (162-of-189).
Barnes scored 609 points this season, the
fourth-highest single-season total. Her 21.0
points per game scoring average is sixth in a
season, while the free throw percentage (85.7)
is sixth, the free throws made (162) is fourth,
and the free throws attempted (189) is sixth.
She topped 1,000 career points earlier this year
and has moved up to 17th in career scoring
with 1,282 points.
Barnes had scored 20-or-more points in each
of the last eight games before totaling 14 points
in the NCAA Atlantic Regional playoff game
vs. Virginia Union. All told, she had 17 games
with 20-or-more points, including a schoolrecord 42 points against East Stroudsburg.
Barnes led the team in scoring 15 times and
scored in double figures in 27 of 29 games.
In addition to standing 17th in career
scoring, she will enter her final season ranked
third in career free throw percentage at 83.1
percent, eighth in free throws made (310), and
12th in free throws attempted (373).
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Texas Tech to face an equally aggressive Michigan State
By Chuck Carlton

season scoring averages.
“We take pride in defense – all of our
players,” Tech sophomore Jarrett Culver said.
“We’re aggressive on defense.”
Said Gonzaga coach Mark Few after the West
Region loss: “It’s tough. It’s real.”
Don’t expect Tech to be intimidated. After
winning the West, coach Chris Beard talked
about how complimentary that Krzyzewski
had been after the game this season, evening
writing Beard a letter afterward. Tech is more
than overachieving bunch of grinders, Beard
said.
“We don’t mind the underdog chip-on-theshoulder part of our story but I think your
disrespect our players a little bit,” Beard said.
“We got really got college players and I think
we’re one of the best teams in the country this
year.”
Tech won’t be the only team in Minneapolis
trying to adjust to college basketball’s biggest
stage. Outside of Michigan State, familiar
blue-blood names like Duke, Kentucky,
North Carolina, Kansas and defending champ
Villanova are missing.
Like the Red Raiders, Auburn will playing in
its first Final Four after outlasting Kentucky in
overtime. SEC TV personality Paul Finebaum
tweeted: “Auburn is going to the Final Four.
And that’s not an early April Fool’s Day joke.”
Virginia has been in the Final Four before
but not since 1984 when Ronald Reagan was
still in his first term and the Cavaliers had a
6-5 shooting guard named Rick Carlisle, who
averaged 11.1 points and shot 52 percent from
the field. And yes, he went on to some coaching
in the NBA.

The Dallas Morning News
Break out the helmets and shoulder pads. Or
throw up a cage.
Two teams enter. One leaves.
In its first Final Four, Texas Tech will be
facing maybe the only team in the NCAA
Tournament that prides itself on toughness
and physical play as much as the Red Raiders.
Second-seed Michigan State beat Duke 68-67
Sunday in the East Region. Guard Cassius
Winston (20 points, 10 assists) dribbled out the
final 4.7 seconds evading Blue Devil defenders.
Virginia and Auburn will meet in the first
game in Minneapolis at 5:09 p.m. Central time
Saturday followed by Tech and Michigan State.
For Texas Tech, there will be no rematch
with Duke and wonderkind freshman Zion
Williamson in the Final Four. The two had
played a high-level December game at Madison
Square Garden won by Duke.
Now it’s Michigan State, making its eighth
Final Four appearance under coach Tom Izzo
and first since 2015. This is Tech’s first trip to
the men’s Final Four. Even in the grind-it-out
Big Ten, MSU’s physicality stands out, just like
Tech’s defensive approach has defined the Red
Raiders this season.
“They didn’t give in,” Izzo said. “We might
not be as physically as tough as some teams
that I’ve had but I think mentally we might be
tougher than any team I’ve had.”
Plus a pep talk from former Michigan State
great Magic Johnson helped galvanize the team.
“They have a heckuva chance to win it
all,” Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski said after
Sunday’s game.
Texas Tech has held its four NCAA
opponents to a combined 91 points under their

Softball
From B1
the past week earned her PSAC West Pitcher of
the Week honors.
“She is throwing extremely, extremely well,”
Gierlak said of the hurler. “She is throwing
very, very well and we haven’t given up a lot
of runs, which is great...Carley has just been
[great] and as a senior that’s what I expect
from her, and Amanda too. I think it’s a great
combination to have.”
Graduate student Danna Heh’s legs almost
earned ‘Boro their first run after getting on
with a bunt to start the game. She stole second,
but was thrown out trying to score on a
Jankowski single to right field. Instead, Brittany
Allen singled Jankowski home to give Edinboro
the 1-0 lead.
Heh led off the third inning with a triple,
scoring when Jankowski grounded out to the
second baseman to make it 2-0. With runners
on first and second in the fourth inning,
Gilbert cleared the bases with a double to cap
off Edinboro’s scoring.
All told, Jankowski went 8-for-15 over the
team’s four games, helping herself to PSAC
West Athlete of the Week honors for the second
straight week. She scored five runs with four
RBIs over the stretch. She leads the team in
doubles, home runs and RBIs.
“She’s one of the best hitters I’ve had here,
and a great kid too,” Gierlak said. “She had
another good week for us, and you gotta keep
her hot. I mean, that’s the key. We get Danna
on, move her over, [and if Jankowski] is up,
there is a good chance you are going to score.”
Seton Hill threatened in the sixth with the
second batter of the inning blasting a two-run
home run, but Metz came in and shut the door,

Lacrosse
From B1
within one. The Scots fought to the last second,
but weren’t able to close the gap, falling 10-7.
“I tell them everyday, crazy things happen,”
Stauffer said of trying to mount a comeback in
those final minutes. “It’s doable and they know
that — and they fought for it. It just didn’t go
our way today, but they know that mentally
that anything can happen and that’s what I hold
them to.”

Photos: TNS
Graphic: Grace Montgomery
earning three strikeouts without giving up a
run in two innings of work.
A pair of Seton Hill errors helped Edinboro
to their lone run of the second game, but
defensive mishaps of their own led to a 2-1 loss
in extra innings.
It took a pair of batters for Metz to settle
into her first start since March 24. UPJ started
their half of the first inning with a slap-bunt
single, followed by a double to left field to open
the scoring. Metz then sat down the next eight
hitters.
“Their [leadoff hitter] can flat out run,”
Gierlak said. “That’s who they had up. We had
to make some switches on the defensive side.
And we kept her off the bases in the first game;
the second game we didn’t. And that is what
makes them go.”
Jankowski doubled with two outs in the
third inning, bringing up Allen, who forced
a fielding error on a bunt back to the pitcher.
She then forced Seton Hill’s catcher to throw
the ball away when she tried to swipe second
base on a first-and-third situation, allowing
Jankowski to score.
The Griffins failed to get a runner past
second base through the seventh. Meanwhile,
Bothun was the lone Edinboro player who
managed to get to third base before getting
stranded in the sixth.
Metz started the eighth inning by giving up
a single before exiting in favor of Nasca. Nasca
then loaded the bases, and a misplay by Allen
at third base resulted in Seton Hill walking off
with their first conference win of the season.
Splitting the doubleheader with the Golden
Griffins started their conference record at 1-1
heading into Wednesday’s home opener against
California.
Christopher Rosato Jr. | @edinboronow
“This is the team I know and love,” she
added. “Even though we fell short, I know they
have this in them. We’re just going to keep
going forward from this.”
Edinboro also hosted Indiana University of
Pennsylvania Tuesday afternoon, falling 19-6
despite a last-minute push. They close out their
homestand Saturday when they host Kutztown
at 1 p.m. ahead of a trip south to Slippery Rock
Wednesday.
Erica Burkholder | @edinboronow

Barrett and Williamson consensus all-Americans
By Steve Wiseman

The News & Observer
DURHAM, N.C. — Zion Williamson and RJ
Barrett accomplished something Tuesday that
no college basketball teammates have done in
18 years.
The Duke freshmen duo made the
Associated Press’ all-American first team,
becoming the first set of teammates since
Duke’s Shane Battier and Jay Williams in
2001 to be named consensus first-team allAmericans in the same season.
The NCAA considers players who make all
of the Sporting News, NABC, AP and USBWA
teams consensus all-Americans.
They are the 18th set of teammates to be
named consensus first-team all-Americans
since 1930 and the first to both be freshmen.
Williamson and Barrett each averaged 22.6
points per game, becoming the first freshman
teammates in NCAA history to both average
more than 20 points per game.
They are the first set of freshman teammates

to make the AP all-America team since
Kentucky’s DeMarcus Cousins and John Wall
in 2010.
Williamson was voted ACC player and
rookie of the year, while the Sporting News
named him national player of the year. USA
Today named Barrett its national player of the
year. Together they led Duke to a 32-6 season,
including the ACC tournament championship.
Their quest to reach the Final Four ended with
a 68-67 loss to Michigan State last Sunday in
the East Region final at Washington, D.C.
They were joined on the AP first team by
Murray State’s Ja Morant, Michigan State’s
Cassius Winston and Tennessee’s Grant
Williams.
The AP second team includes Gonzaga’s
Rui Hachimura, Purdue’s Carsen Edwards,
Texas Tech’s Jarrett Culver, Marquette’s Markus
Howard and Wisconsin’s Ethan Happ.
Virginia teammates DeAndre Hunter and
Kyle Guy are on the third team along with
Dedric Lawson of Kansas, Brandon Clarke of
Gonzaga and PJ Washington of Kentucky.
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Cleveland Indians pitcher Trevor Bauer throws against the Kansas City Royals on July 4,
2018. Bauer has been outspoken regarding the owners’ treatment of MLB players.

MLB celebrates low arb.
Now we know about it.
By Sarah Valenzuela
New York Daily News

What do MLB owners truly care about? It’s
a dangerous game guessing at the priorities of
billionaires. Better to let them demonstrate on
their own.
Each year, one of the 30 MLB teams is
awarded a replica championship belt. For what,
you ask? According to a report by The Athletic’s
Marc Carig, the belt is the award for the team
that did the most to suppress player salaries
in arbitration. The league puts it a little more
politely, saying it’s to “achieve the goals set by
the industry.”
Owners and representatives from every team
attend this annual meeting, and are encouraged
to contribute best practices, which will then be
used against the players in arbitration.
Arbitration is the process by which players
who have not been in the majors long enough
to freely enter free agency, but are also not
signed by their team, are forced to make the
case that they deserve their salaries. The two
sides, management and players, come up with a
number (no prize for guessing whose is lower),
and if they cannot reach an agreement, a group
of arbitrators hears cases from the two sides
and picks one of the numbers. If the player
loses, his salary can actually decrease by as
much as 20 percent.
It can get ugly, as things did with Cleveland’s
Trevor Bauer, who claimed the club was using
“character assassination” in its hearings. Or
with the Yankees’ Dellin Betances, who lost his
arbitration with the Yankees in 2017 – he was
paid $3 million instead of $5 million – and was
ripped by team president Randy Levine.
“It’s like me saying, ‘I’m not the president of
the Yankees; I’m an astronaut,’ “ Levine said.
“No, I’m not an astronaut, and Dellin Betances
is not a closer.”
All that is to say that the teams’ obsession
with the process is understandable, because
they can share best practices with one another,
unlike in the open market, where that would be

collusion.
The MLBPA took notice. Executive Director
Tony Clark issued a statement saying, “That
clubs make sport of trying to suppress
salaries in a process designed to produce fair
settlements shows a blatant lack of respect
for our Players, the game, and the arbitration
process itself.”
Players responded as well. Royals utility man
Whit Merrifield tweeted, “This is embarrassing
and a huge reason we continue to fight for our
rights and fair compensation as players.”
This is all prelude to the coming labor war
in baseball. Two straight offseasons of stagnant
free-agent markets are not offset by the recent
flurry of extensions and a handful of big ticket
signings – an AP study finds that MLB salaries
are expected to drop for the second straight
season, even taking the big contracts into
account.
Players have adjusted to the teams’ heavyhanded tactics in arbitration. This spring, Luis
Severino agreed to a team-friendly four-year,
$40 million extension rather than enter
arbitration. Aaron Hicks agreed to a oneyear deal to avoid arbitration, before signing
another steal for the Yanks, a seven-year, $70
million extension.
The truly amazing thing about arbitration,
though, is how low the dollar amounts
are compared to how fierce the battles can
become. Severino’s near-arbitration was
over just $850,000 – pocket change for the
Yankees. Betances’ arbitration was over just
$2 million. And Jacob deGrom’s arbitration,
which was valued only at $17 million, a historic
arbitration figure for the reigning NL Cy Young
award winner, but far below the $27.5 average
annual value of deGrom’s eventual five-year,
$137.5 contract.
Maybe it shouldn’t be a surprise that
management is willing to squeeze every rock
in arbitration, though. After all, it even pinches
pennies on its salary suppressing championship
hardware: The belt cost just $20.
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A glimpse at The New Green Deal
By Abby Martinson
Staff Writer
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Former FBI director Robert Mueller attends the swearing-in of FBI Director James
Comey at the FBI Headquarters in Washington, D.C. His report was recently concluded.

Overheard Debates: Should the
Mueller Report be released?
By Anisa Venner-Johnston
& Livia Homerski
Staff Writer | Executive Editor

There are many overheard debates in the
Spectator office. This week, a couple staffers
talk the report on Russian interference in
the 2018 election by Robert Mueller and its
possible release.
Did you keep informed on the Mueller
report?
Anisa Venner Johnston: I believe I was
very informed on the Mueller report. I
watched and read about it whenever a new
finding came about, and it was hard not to
follow Trump’s outlandish tweets.
Livia Homerski: Considering how much it
was plastered all over the news and media, it
was difficult not to follow. But, I think being
informed on anything about the government
and what people in power do is important,
so I have been following this since the
investigation began.
Do you think it should be released? Why
or why not?
AVJ: I think that the report needs to be
released. The people have a right to know.
The Trump administration has plead not
guilty to every accusation thrown at them.
This report says there was no collusion with
Russia. However, why isn’t Trump completely
exonerated? There are important questions
that only half the country are asking.
LH: I also agree that the report must be
released. I stand strongly for, and believe that
every citizen of the United States deserves
transparency about what the government
does with our tax dollars. It would put the
rumors to rest and actually show the nation
what exactly has been going on for the
past few years, especially the ways that the
mainstream news has failed us.
Do you think there was collusion on
anyone’s part?
AVJ: We forget about all the people that
were charged leading up to the report being
released. Just because these people weren’t
President Trump, it doesn’t mean that there
weren’t significant arrests. Trump’s longtime
lawyer Michael Cohen was arrested. Paul
Manafort was on Trump’s campaign and he
too was arrested. Trump’s longtime associate
Roger Stone was arrested. These are not just
random Trump supporters. These are people
who worked closely under the man! Why do
people not think these arrests are significant?
LH: I believe there was no collusion, and
I came to this conclusion a year and a half
into the investigation. If something was
found, it would’ve come out immediately
considering how much other information
was leaked and what a frenzy the media is
always in when it comes to anything Trump.
As for the summary, it never intended to
be more than that, and at least it gave us
the key points of the investigation. As with
all government documents, it must redact
information and with 400 pages — that’s no
simple or quick task. Barr has advocated for
the release of this report since being first
sworn in as attorney general in January. Of

course, people in our government do have
a wicked habit of abandoning their duty to
the American people, so we’ll find out how
honest he is when it’s released.
What do you want this report to do?
AVJ: I just want it to tell us why Trump is
not exonerated. I want Trump to be cleared,
not because I’m a Trump supporter, but
because he’s our president. The last thing I
want is for the person who is running this
country to be found guilty of committing a
crime — one committed in order to get into
the position they’re in. Overall, I really just
want this report to tell us that if there was
illegal activity, we’re not going to stand for it.
LH: I think Anisa makes a great point.
I also think a Pence presidency is straight
nightmare material, so this thing better show
us that Trump is clean enough for another
year.
Mostly, I want this report to be released
so the American people can see how much
the media has been manipulating and
distracting us for the past two years over
an unconfirmed research-opposition-based
dossier. This investigation started because
former British intelligence agent Christopher
Steele was hired by the Democratic National
Committee to compile this dossier, and
then leaked information from this dossier
to the media before the FBI secured a FISA
warrant. This was stated in the 2018 House
Intelligence Committee memo. Then the
media immediately started reporting about
Russian collusion before anything was
even proven, and they never even explored
whether the claims were false. That doesn’t
sound like fair, or even critically-thought-out
reporting to me. This narrative has kept us
divided and distracted.
What does America do now?
LH: When the American people finally get
their hands on the report, I encourage them
to compare the report information to the
information we have been given throughout
the coverage of this investigation. And if it
shows two wildly different narratives, then
we need to be angry and hold our news
media, especially cable news, accountable for
presenting sensationalized speculations as
fact in order to turn a profit.
An article on Vox.com, titled “Did the
media botch the Russia story? A conversation
with Matt Taibbi,” explains very thoroughly
many of my thoughts and observations on
this whole investigation, and I believe this
quote by Taibbi sums it up wonderfully:
“This is the greatest story that has ever
existed for the news media business. And
you can’t separate that out from the coverage,
because the financial incentive to keep
hammering this home was tremendous.”
AVJ: I think that America needs to have
an official understanding of the report. Once
we get that, we will either need to get to the
booths and vote people in who are going to
keep a watchful eye on this administration,
OR accept the fact the Trump didn’t have
anything to hide, and maybe we should not
be as skeptical of him.

Whether it’s a deadly cold front, a hole
under an Antarctic glacier, or terrifying
threats to existing ecosystems, there seems
to be constant reminders of the dangers that
climate change poses to humanity.
This is why U.S. Rep Alexandria OcasioCortez and Sen. Ed Markey have proposed
an ambitious solution known as “The New
Green Deal.” The deal is basically a massive
policy package that includes phasing out
fossil fuel use, along with a 10-year economic
mobilization to overhaul the nation’s
infrastructure by transitioning the U.S. to
100 percent renewable, zero-emission energy
sources.
Numerous high-profile political leaders
such as Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sanders
have shown their support for the proposed
deal, as well as most of the Democratic
party. However, the details and logistics
of putting the proposed bill to practice is
where the opposing Republicans could not
find compromise, leading to its defeat in the
Senate on March 26.
Right now, Republicans control the Senate
with 53 seats. Therefore, most people found
fault in the New Green Deal by figuring that
the only way it could successfully be passed
is to start an all-out revolution due to the
fact that the opposing side of the bill controls
the Senate.
Many leaders in the climate science
communities agree that saving the world
from climate change would require
aggressive action.
Meanwhile, Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin,
of coal-heavy West Virginia, told local
reporters the plan “is not feasible, not
practical, and it’s not going to happen.”
“Someone’s going to have to prove to me
how that can be accomplished, because it
looks to me like for the foreseeable future
we’re gonna be using a substantial amount
of fossil fuels,” said Rep. Francis Rooney
to NPR, a Republican from Florida, and
co-chair of the bipartisan Climate Solutions
Caucus.

Photo: G. Ronald Lopez/TNS

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, recently
proposed “The New Green Deal”, takes
questions from constituents in 2018.

The idea and intentions behind the bill
are certainly coming from a good place, but
the execution of the policies within the bill
seemed to have stumped most. Although
the bill was shot down, it certainly did still
accomplish something; it has opened the
next phase of movement and a stronger will
to find a way to someday defeat climate
change.
Mindy Lubber, a former litigator and
regional director for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, stands with those who
are still determined to find a solution and
still holds high hopes. “We will continue
our work to highlight the economic and
business case for climate action, focusing
on increasing bipartisan ambition toward
solutions that build a more sustainable and
equitable low-carbon economy and planet.”
Although the New Green Deal has
been shut down, hope is not lost. There is
certainly new ideas and proposals being
worked on so that someday we can find a
way to make our planet healthy again.
Abby Martinson | @edinboronow

What is a soldier? A look into the meaning
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

I remember when I joined the military. I
had four brothers in during that time. Back
then, I had no idea what it meant to put that
uniform on. I only knew I wanted to wear it.
Let me tell you what I learned.
Most people first get dissuaded from the
military because of the nine-week basic
training. They remember scenes from
movies like “Full Metal Jacket,” where the
drill sergeant is overly cruel. They do not
understand his job. Basic training is there
to break you down physically and focus you
mentally.
Some of the best advice one of my brothers
gave me before training was: “Ignore the
yelling and cussing. Focus on the order and
complete it.” Drill instructors yell to create
a loud atmosphere just like a battlefield.
Explosions, gunfire, and lots of yelling will
ensue in a normal battle. If one’s mind is not
focused, people could die.
Basic training is only the tip of the iceberg.
It branches off into a completely new world.
Family is the first part learned. In a moment,

you gain thousands of brothers and sisters.
For most soldiers, going to war means one
thing: protecting the soldier next to you. It’s
not like any other camaraderie. Your life is in
the hands of these people, just as their lives
are in yours.
Within that family a language is born.
A language only used by a soldier. This
includes excessive use of acronyms, pointing
at someone with the “knife hand” point, and
using words like “Oorah” or “hooah” as a
term of agreement.
To be honest, the signature on a piece of
paper gave us the title of soldier, but there is
no piece of paper out there that can give you
courage. It’s what separates real soldiers from
the ones who just wanted to sign up. It does
not mean you have to go to war to prove this,
but to be ready for when the time comes.
It’s not easy taking on the responsibility of
defending another man. That’s what makes
a soldier special. If you see someone in
uniform or a veteran walking around, give
them a shout. They are all true heroes in my
heart.
Beau Bruneau | voices.spectator@gmail.com

Livia Homerski | @edinboronow
Anisa Venner-Johnston | @edinboronow

Do you have concerns you would like to express in the Spectator?
We want to hear them

Editorial Policy:

Your letter must be 500 words or less, and for the purpose of verification, please include your name
and phone number. Letters, sent to voices.spectator@gmail.com, must be received the Monday before
publication. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters and to reject letters that may contain false
or libelous statements.
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Republican or Democrat: A history
By Beau Bruneau
Staff Writer

Best Practical Pranks
By Livia Homerski

Executive/Music Editor
April Fool’s Day may have passed, but it’s never too late for
a classic prank. This compilation of some of the most timeless
practical jokes will be sure to cause laughs, screams and maybe
even a groan. These are great pranks to pull on family, roommates
and friends to liven up a drab day, or get in touch with your inner
mischief maker.
The fake mustache, or even fake mustache and glasses combo.
This classic incognito getup never fails to completely conceal
your true identity and turn heads. Sport your fake ‘stache at the
grocery store, school events, or even class (although I would
suggest only wearing them to classes where you sign your name for
attendance, because you don’t want to be marked absent when you
were really there).
Butter on the refrigerator handle.
Your poor, unfortunate roommate comes home from work and
a long day of classes, starving and ready to ransack those leftovers
from last night. But upon gripping the fridge handle, their hand
feels something cold…and slimy? This harmless and dairysponsored prank goes hand in hand with #3.
Taping down the sink sprayer.
So their hands are covered in butter and they rush over to the
sink to wash it off. They soap up, then go to hit the water, when
suddenly, their whole shirt is soaked! Never dismiss the power of
scotch tape, and do your dishes beforehand so you don’t have to go
through three suspicious shirt changes before your victim makes
it home.
Fake poop.
You can leave this faux stool anywhere in your dorm or home:
the counter, the middle of the floor, or pull an “It’s Always Sunny
in Philadelphia” and leave it in your roommate’s bed. You’ll be sure
to get a scream, laugh, or even an alcohol-fueled investigation. This
prank is also extra believable if you have a pet like a dog or cat,
because you can blame it on them.
Egging someone.
Just like the butter, it’s cold and slimy, but also has a satisfying
crunch, much like those soap cutting videos in your Snapchat
subscriptions. This one has more potential to ruin shirts and
friendships however, so egg wisely.
Livia Homerski | @edinboronow

In the U.S. political system, we have
two main parties. They hold all the power
in each of the three main government
branches. There are a few parties much
smaller, but with few to no seats in our
current system. So what is a republican and
a democrat?
Many people get their history mixed up,
especially around the Civil War. In 1792,
these two parties started as one party,
called the Democratic-Republican Party.
Supported by both Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison, they believed in limited
government while their opposition,
the Federalists, favored a government
with more control. Even though George
Washington was a Federalist, he warned
the country of political parties.
After The War of 1812, the Federalists
lost all power. With the DemocraticRepublican party having full control, a
split began to form. A highly controversial
election split the party in two. Four party
members were fighting for the presidency.
Andrew Jackson won the popular vote, but
failed to win the electoral vote. With this,
John Quincy Adams became president.
After this upset, Martin Van Buren
decided to build a new party with Andrew
Jackson. With this came the creation of the
two parties we now know of today.

From 1826 to 1856, the democrats
dominated the presidential seat, only
losing two elections. Another split rose
within the democratic party. Slavery split
what people thought, by where they lived.
Southern democrats believed in slavery
for the whole country, whereas northern
democrats believed the states had the
right to choose. For the most part, the
newly formed Northern Democratic Party
opposed slavery.
At the end of the 19th Century, The
democrats reformed into one party, again
believing in conservative ideas, while the
Republican Party valued big business.
A change then happened during the
progressive era. The Democratic Party’s
values would once again be in question.
The presidential election of 1896 would
create a heavy progressive movement
through William Jennings Bryan. Social
justice and more government control
would be the new ideology.
Republicans were strong in the early
1900s, but after the Great Depression
of 1929, trust in the party faltered and a
democrat president was elected. Franklin
Roosevelt began implementing the
democrat’s new ideology by announcing
the New Deal. This was the start of yet
another long period of domination by
democrats.
Even though the republicans
spearheaded anti-slavery before the Civil

War, it was the democrats who pushed civil
rights through, solidifying the party as a
progressive movement.
Today, not much has changed between
the two parties. Republicans are for big
business and little government, while
democrats are for small business and heavy
government control. They both are also
being haunted by their pasts. Both sides
still struggle with the extreme nature of
parties. Republicans being conservative
has been affected by far-right ideologies,
whereas the democrats being liberals are
affected by a far-left movement. Since the
recent election of 2016, these extremes
have made a major impact in current
politics.
Whatever political party you choose or
do not choose, we must remember what
George Washington has said and must
heed his warning. “However [political
parties] may now and then answer
popular ends, they are likely in the course
of time and things, to become potent
engines, by which cunning, ambitious,
and unprincipled men will be enabled
to subvert the power of the people and
to usurp for themselves the reins of
government, destroying afterwards the
very engines which have lifted them to
unjust dominion.”
Beau Bruneau | @edinboronow

The tragic loss of Nipsey Hussle — and so many others
By Los Angeles Times
The killing of rapper Nipsey Hussle on Sunday afternoon
was especially heartbreaking because of his journey, from his
participation in Los Angeles street gang life in his young adulthood
to musical and commercial success and ultimately leadership in
the fight against violence. He emerged, he created, he invested in
his neighborhood, and he led, only to be shot dead in the bright
afternoon outside his own clothing store in what police suspect was
a gang killing.
Born Ermias Davidson Asghedom, Hussle earned the deep
respect of other artists, many of whom paid him tribute in the
aftermath of the killing. That’s as it should be, but in mourning his
death and decrying the killing, it’s essential to remember that too
many young men whose names are known only to their families and
friends are lost to violence before they have a chance to make their
own mark in the world. Some of the most gifted hip-hop artists
have come from the streets of South Los Angeles and used their
considerable talents to document and comment upon a life that
a modern, wealthy society like our own should not countenance.
Young African American men deserve the same life as their
counterparts in other parts of town, without guns, without gangs,

without hustling, with education rather than incarceration, with safe
streets, with adults able to find good jobs. Struggle and inequality
can make for great art among a select few; but as Hussle’s killing
reminds us, their artistry and their success does not necessarily free
them.
So how do we make it better? The Los Angeles Police Department
responds to spikes in gang violence by swarming the streets with
cops to search cars for guns and question young men who might
look like perpetrators or victims. And it works, in the sense that
guns are found and confiscated, crime abates and residents are safer
from gun violence for a period of time. But the police often leave
behind a community that feels invaded, violated, disrespected. Hurt
and anger grow. Violence returns.
There may be better ideas, different things to try, and some of
them may have been among the topics that Hussle was planning
to discuss with Police Commission President Steve Soboroff and
LAPD Chief Michel Moore on Monday afternoon. Meetings were to
go forward in Hussle’s absence, and in his memory. In remembering
Hussle, let’s remember as well those many young men and women,
their families and their neighbors, who continue to be affected by
violence.

Bias and black people’s hair How is Congress handling
The Los Angeles Times
opioids? We followed the money
Black people have a fraught and painful
history with hair. In particular, black women with
textured, tightly curled or kinky hair have spent
exorbitant amounts of time and money torturing
it into straightness with chemicals and flat irons
to fit a white standard of beauty that magazines
have told them to aspire to and employers have
told them to comply with. But when both black
men and women have opted to wear cornrows,
braids and locks, styles that worked better with
their hair’s texture, they have run into resistance
from some employers, who have claimed the
styles were inappropriate for work or violated
grooming rules about “professional”-looking hair.
Rarely did these workers take complaints all
the way to a court or a civil rights commission.
And even when they did, the person with
the braids or cornrows usually lost. Only
forbidding an Afro hairstyle has been found to be
discriminatory.
For the most part, black employees who are
challenged on the issue have simply shed their
hairstyles and complied with grooming policies.
As have students. Last year, a high school wrestler
was forced by a referee to give up his dreadlocks
or forfeit his game. The heart-wrenching scene
of an official slicing off the athlete’s locks as the
teenager stood there forlornly made national
news. State Sen. Holly Mitchell (D-Los Angeles)
remembers being shocked by that scene, but she’s
heard numerous anecdotes from people who’d felt
judged for having locks or braids or compelled
to give up their own unstraightened hairstyles.
Mitchell, who wears her hair in locks, says some
people even suggested her hairstyle could hurt
her chance of winning election.
To address these issues, Mitchell has
introduced a bill that would forbid employers
from discriminating against employees who wear
their hair in natural styles that are associated
with being black. Senate Bill 188, the CROWN
Act (yes, it’s a bit hokey: “Creating a Respectful
and Open Workplace for Natural Hair”) would
amend a state law that bars various forms of
workplace and housing discrimination to extend
its protections to traits historically associated
with a person’s race, such as hair texture and
“protective hairstyles.” It cites braids, locks and
twists as examples.
Under this bill, employers could no longer
use grooming policies to forbid black people
from wearing cornrows, braids and other styles
that work with the natural qualities of their hair.
Beyond that, Mitchell hopes the bill will trigger an
awareness of the implicit racism in assumptions
that such styles are unprofessional and unruly, or
even dirty.
Nothing in the bill would stop employers from
requiring workers’ hair to be neat and clean. Nor
would it bar employers from having rules about

hair if safety or health reasons require them, such
as in restaurant kitchens.
In the past, courts have found that because
braids and locks were hairstyles that could be
changed, they weren’t protected by existing
anti-discrimination laws. An Afro, by contrast,
was deemed to be an immutable quality of being
a black person with that hair texture. But critics
have argued that braids and locks are hairstyles
that more naturally accommodate kinky hair
and, as such, should be considered as much a
part of a person’s racial identity as an Afro. At
the very least, it seems ludicrous for an employer
to force a black person whose hair is more
easily braided or put in locks to use damaging
chemicals and flat irons to achieve a hairstyle that
matches the employer’s vision of what constitutes
professionalism.
Mitchell’s bill could use some tuning to avoid
unintended consequences. It doesn’t specify what
could be considered “traits historically associated
with race”, that phrase is too broad and needs to
be better defined. Nevertheless, the intent behind
this proposal is sound: Black people should not
be forced to wear their hair in unnatural styles to
meet an employer’s biased standard of beauty and
grooming.
“It’s 2019,” Mitchell said last week to the Senate
Judiciary Committee, which approved the bill.
“Any law that sanctions a job description that
immediately excludes me ... from a position, not
because of my capacity to do the job but because
of how I choose to wear my hair, is long overdue
for reform.”
What she said.

Photo: Gary Coronado/TNS

State Sen. Holly Mitchell (D- Los Angeles)
speaks to the media in Sacramento,
California in 2017.

By Anand Parkeh & Regina LeBelle
CQ-Rollcall

Nearly 50,000 people died from an opioid
overdose in 2017. Today, Americans are more
likely to die from opioid overdoses than car
accidents. While the United States is beginning
to see a few positive signs that overdose deaths
are leveling off, this doesn’t mean we’re even close
to ending the epidemic.
Untreated opioid use disorder has numerous
consequences, including neonatal abstinence
syndrome, the spread of infectious diseases and
family separations. These consequences will be
with us for years to come. So too should federal
investments to address the epidemic, and they
should be transparent to policymakers and the
public.
Imagine trying to build a national treatment
support system almost from scratch. How much
would it cost? A billion dollars? Ten billion
dollars? To put things in perspective, only 10
percent of people with a substance use disorder,
and only 30 percent of those who specifically
have an opioid use disorder, receive treatment.
This shows we are far from closing the gap.
While a precise dollar figure has not yet been
determined, Congress has begun to invest in
programs to build a treatment system to address
the epidemic.
Over the past six months, the Bipartisan Policy
Center analyzed the congressionally appropriated
opioid funding distributed to states in fiscal years
2017 and 2018. We also took a closer look at
how five states, Arizona, Louisiana, Ohio, New
Hampshire and Tennessee, are spending these
resources. BPC’s newly released study shows that
funding is reaching areas in these states with
the highest number of deaths. However, when
examining the per capita funding in rural and
metropolitan areas of these states, many rural
counties receive relatively low levels of direct
funding compared to more populated cities.
This type of large-scale examination has never
been done before or made publicly available.
This study was necessary to determine where
Congress’ significant investments are being made
and to provide recommendations for future
opioid funding.
Our analysis identified 57 federal grant
programs across five departments and multiple
agencies, including the White House Office of
National Drug Control Policy that, either entirely
or substantially, support programs that seek to
end the opioid epidemic. These programs span
the continuum of care, including prevention,
treatment and recovery. In addition, funds have
been directed toward research, criminal justice,
law enforcement and interdiction efforts. These
grants account for $3.3 billion in opioid funding

for fiscal 2017 and $7.4 billion in fiscal 2018 , a
124 percent increase in discretionary spending.
Between these two years, funding specifically
targeted to opioid use disorder treatment and
recovery increased by $1.5 billion (from $599
million to $2.12 billion), a testament to the
urgent need to reduce overdose deaths. Though
the report did not focus on mandatory spending,
it does acknowledge the critical role of Medicaid
and Medicare in supporting treatment of opioid
use disorder.
Based on BPC’s analysis as well as interviews
with state officials, the report recommends
that federal funding must be more sustainable,
flexible and coordinated.
First, while funding for treatment
and prevention of opioid use disorder is
unprecedented, the epidemic is part of a larger
problem of addiction in the United States.
Providing one-time funding is treating addiction
as if it were an acute condition, instead of a
chronic one. Funding must be provided with
a longer-term horizon rather than in annual
budget cycles.
Second, federal funds going to states must be
flexible enough to allow states to address all types
of substance use disorders, including alcohol and
the emerging problem of methamphetamines.
Drug trends morph over time. We have seen this
with the opioid epidemic. What began in the
1990s with prescription opioids has evolved into
an epidemic driven by heroin and now fentanyl.
Lastly, there must be greater coordination of
funding at the federal level. The opioid epidemic
is multifaceted and demands the same response.
The silos created by numerous funding sources
require the federal government to provide greater
oversight and coordination to help states tackle
this problem. We agree with the President’s
Commission on Combating Drug Addiction
and the Opioid Crisis, which called on the
administration to provide ONDCP with a greater
role in coordinating the federal response.
It is too soon to evaluate whether federal
funds are entirely investing in evidence-based
treatment programs and are leading to the
desired health outcomes. However, we are
encouraged to see that some large federal grants,
such as the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration’s State Opioid Response
grant, now require funds to be spent only on
evidence-based treatment, often referred to as
medication-assisted treatment, or MAT.
Transparency is critical in making sure our
current resources are being spent properly. This
will ensure future congressional investments
in the opioid crisis help build the type of
prevention, treatment and recovery support
system that our nation sorely needs.

US News
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White House immigration plan may 2020 Democrats reject GOP
call for commission on future visas call to back Iowa disaster aid
By Franco Ordonez

McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — The White House is
nearing completion of a proposal to revamp the
legal immigration system that could include
the creation of an independent blue-ribbon
commission that would help decide how many
future visas will be allocated and what kind of
workers should receive them, according to two
sources familiar with the talks.
The draft proposal, which follows several
West Wing meetings hosted by senior adviser
Jared Kushner with dozens of interest groups
important to the Republican Party, could
be presented to President Donald Trump as
early as this week after being approved by key
Cabinet leaders and department heads.
“The proposal is definitely moving forward,”
said a person familiar with the plans. “It has
been approved by a lot of people who need to
sign off on it within the administration, such
as agency heads. Staffers are planning to make
a big push for reforms. They want this to be a
proposal that people within the administration
and the Republican Party can be unified on.”
Giving the information to the president
marks Phase 3 of a process kick-started by
Trump’s son-in-law last year to see if there
was enough consensus among Republican
stakeholders to overhaul the legal immigration
system.
While Kushner led many of the early
meetings, he’s been working closely with
other top officials on the effort, including Vice
President Mike Pence, Homeland Security
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen, acting chief of staff
Mick Mulvaney and senior adviser Stephen
Miller, White House officials have said.
The proposal also looks to potentially
increase caps on employment-based visas,
raising the number of temporary guest worker
visas while ensuring immigrants in the United
States on temporary visas don’t automatically
get permanent ones.
If approved by Trump, the White House
would champion the proposal to the public
and Congress for legislation in a way similar to
how it pressed lawmakers for new legislation
that met its “four pillars,” including protection
for those brought to the country illegally as
children, cuts to family migration, ending the
diversity lottery program and wall funding.
Some see the White House wanting to

recreate a 1990s federal advisory panel that
had been led by Texas Rep. Barbara Jordan that
would have cut legal migration by a third and
served as a road map for Congress on other
policy changes.
“The Jordan Commission’s primary
recommendations were to improve illegal
immigration controls, revamp the refugee and
asylee admission system, and reduce overall
legal immigration, essentially a blueprint for
an immigration system that serves the national
interest and precisely what President Trump ran
on in 2016,” said RJ Hauman, the government
relations director at FAIR, which advocates
for stronger immigration enforcement. “Why
would he need to convene another commission
to tell him what he already knows?”
But senior officials note that Trump, despite
past support for legislation that would have cut
legal immigration, has recently talked about
increasing legal immigration to help American
businesses attract foreign labor to work farm
and factory jobs as well as fill technology hubs.
“I want people to come into our country in
the largest numbers ever, but they have to come
in legally,” Trump said during his State of the
Union address.
The White House declined to provide any
details of the plan. In the past, the White
House has emphasized to McClatchy that the
president’s goals are to ensure the right foreign
workers are brought to the country by replacing
low-skilled immigration with a merit-based
system that prioritizes immigrants with special
skills.
Senior administration officials have worked
hard to contain expectations, saying that Trump
may decide not to pursue what is presented to
him. It could be months before any proposal is
shared with the American public.
But others fear a shift away from priorities of
2017 that sought to prevent the influx of foreign
workers who could displace American workers.
Hauman said a strong economy “with
thousands of new jobs can tighten the labor
market, increase wages, and put Americans
back to work.”
“We’re hopeful that President Trump
doesn’t capitulate to influential business
interests such as the Koch brothers and use
the strong economy as justification to increase
overall immigration,” he said. “This would be
antithetical to the goal of putting Americans
first and betray a key campaign promise.”

By Niels Lesniewski
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — Democratic senators running for president in 2020 lined up on Monday to block
a GOP disaster aid package that would support the key caucus state of Iowa.
The votes against a move by Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky to limit debate on
a $13.45 billion Republican plan came as part of a broader dispute between President Donald Trump
and Democratic lawmakers over assistance for Puerto Rico’s recovery.
Democratic White House hopefuls Cory Booker of New Jersey, Kirsten Gillibrand of New York, Amy
Klobuchar of Minnesota, Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts voted no.
Sen. Kamala Harris of California was not present on Monday. She is scheduled to hold campaign
events in Carson City, Nev., on Tuesday.
The overall vote was 44-49. The motion would have needed 60 votes to shut off the debate.
Senate Republicans had sought to win support of the Democrats running for president in 2020, citing
the addition of disaster relief to help flood-ravaged Midwestern states including Iowa _ the home of the
first caucuses of the presidential contest.
“At a time when some families in Iowa have everything that they own underwater, and the people of
Puerto Rico are facing a funding cliff, now is not the time to play politics with a disaster relief bill,” Sen.
Charles E. Grassley said Monday afternoon.
“To my colleagues across the aisle who have been spending a lot of time in Iowa lately as presidential
candidates,” the Iowa Republican continued. “If you vote against moving forward with the Shelby
amendment, how are you going to look Iowans in the eye and justify a vote against moving this disaster
relief bill ahead?”
The vote itself occurred on a McConnell motion to limit debate on an amendment from
Appropriations Chairman Richard C. Shelby, which fell short of reaching the 60 votes needed to get past
a filibuster threat.
Democrats argued that the Republican package would not provide sufficient support for Puerto Rico,
chastising Trump for his opposition to increased support for aid to the U.S. commonwealth backed by
House Democrats.
“They say Emperor Nero fiddled while Rome burned, President Trump tweets while Puerto Rico
suffers,” Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer said on the Senate floor.
In a Sunday night opinion piece for the New York Daily News, the Democrat from New York
expanded on his complaints about the Trump administration’s handling of assistance to Puerto Rico.
“Rather than keeping a promise to provide necessary aid to help Puerto Rico recover from these
devastating hurricanes, the Trump administration and Senate Republicans continue to find ways to slow
down and limit critical federal dollars from reaching our fellow American citizens still recovering from
these disasters,” Schumer wrote.

House Democrats begin subpoena
process for Mueller report, Trump aides
By Billy House

Bloomberg News
WASHINGTON — House Democrats are taking the first steps
toward issuing subpoenas for special counsel Robert Mueller’s
entire report, as well as for documents from five former associates
of President Donald Trump, setting up potential legal showdowns.
The House Judiciary Committee plans to hold votes Wednesday
to authorize the subpoenas, the panel said Monday in a news
release. Three days earlier, Attorney General William Barr said
he would provide Congress with a redacted version of Mueller’s
report on his investigation into Trump and Russian election
meddling by mid-April.
“Congress requires the full and complete Special Counsel
report, without redactions, as well as access to the underlying
evidence,” Judiciary Chairman Jerrold Nadler said in an emailed
statement Monday. “Attorney General Barr has thus far indicated
he will not meet the April 2 deadline set by myself and five other
Committee chairs, and refused to work with us to provide the full
report, without redactions, to Congress. The Attorney General
should reconsider so that we can work together to ensure the
maximum transparency of this important report to both Congress
and the American people.”
The Judiciary Committee said it also plans to authorize
subpoenas for certain documents from former White House
Counsel Don McGahn, former White House strategist Steve
Bannon, former communications director Hope Hicks, former
chief of staff Reince Priebus and former White House aide Ann
Donaldson.
The committee said these individuals or their lawyers may have
received documents from the White House relevant to Mueller’s
investigation and that would waive any right to cite executive
privilege or other claims from being used to block requests for
documents.
“Several weeks ago, I sent document requests to 81 individuals
and entities as part of the House Judiciary Committee
investigation into abuse of power, corruption and obstruction
of justice by the President,” Nadler said in the statement.
“Regrettably, not everyone has chosen to voluntarily cooperate
with the Committee at this time. I am particularly concerned
about reports that documents relevant to the Special Counsel
investigation were sent outside the White House, waiving
applicable privileges.
“To this end, I have asked the Committee to authorize me
to issue subpoenas, if necessary, to compel the production of
documents and testimony,” Nadler said.
Trump said in a tweet Monday, “No matter what information
is given to the crazed Democrats from the No Collusion Mueller
Report, it will never be good enough.”
Nadler had earlier demanded that the White House turn over
Mueller’s full report by Tuesday. Barr revealed in a letter Friday
to Nadler that Mueller’s report is almost 400 pages, not including
tables and exhibits. Nadler says the House wants the full report
and its attachments.
Barr told lawmakers that sensitive material such as grand jury
evidence will be stripped out of the version he sends to Congress.
But he suggested that he wouldn’t remove information just because
it’s critical of Trump or senior figures in his 2016 campaign.
Barr released a four-page summary of the report March
24, saying that Mueller didn’t establish that Trump or anyone
associated with his campaign conspired or coordinated with
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Some homes in the Cano Martin Pena communities in San Juan, Puerto Rico still lack
permanent roofs, as seen on Aug. 24, 2018, a year after Hurricane Maria.

Russia.
But Mueller didn’t exonerate Trump on the question of whether
he obstructed the investigation, according to Barr’s summary.
Congressional Democrats have criticized that brief summation as
inadequate.
Doug Collins, the Judiciary Committee’s top Republican, said
in a statement that the Democratic majority had “escalated from
setting arbitrary deadlines to demanding unredacted material
that Congress does not, in truth, require and that the law does not
allow to be shared outside the Justice Department.”
“It’s unfortunate that a body meant to uphold the law has grown
so desperate that it’s patently misrepresenting the law, even as the
attorney general has already demonstrated transparency above
and beyond what is required,” Collins said.
Committee Democrats cited historical precedent for making
the requests for Mueller’s entire report, pointing to the supplying
to the panel of the Watergate special prosecutor’s 55-page grand
jury road map in 1974 and Ken Starr’s 455-page report along with
18 boxes of evidence in 1998.
In addition, the committee said that in 2018 the Justice
Department provided more than 800,000 pages of internal
investigative records to Congress regarding the probe into
former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s use of private email
to and highly sensitive material including previously classified
information regarding the federal investigation that led to
the Mueller probe. Those requests came from congressional
Republicans.

Pentagon delaying delivery of
F-35s used to train Turkish pilots
By Tony Capaccio
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is delaying delivery of two
F-35 fighter jets intended to help train Turkish pilots at an Arizona
base because of Turkey’s plan to buy a Russian missile defense
system, according to U.S. defense officials.
The advanced fighters, built by Lockheed Martin Corp., were to
join two F-35s previously delivered to Luke Air Force Base for pilot
training before the planes were supposed to be sent to Turkey.
The U.S. has vigorously protested Turkey’s plan to buy the S-400
defense system from Moscow, with Acting Defense Secretary Pat
Shanahan calling it “incompatible” with the sale to Turkey of the
F-35. The U.S. has sought to persuade Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan to buy the U.S. Patriot defense system instead.
Turkey, a member of NATO, is a crucial participant in the U.S.led program to build the F-35, the U.S.’s costliest weapons system.
Ten Turkish companies have been set to produce about $12 billion
in parts for the fighter jet, including key components such as the
center fuselage and some landing gear.
Turkey has planned to buy about 100 F-35s, joining Japan, the
U.K. and Australia as the top international customers for the plane
from Bethesda, Md.-based Lockheed.
Turkey’s move to buy the S-400 reflects a broader political shift
as Erdogan finds himself increasingly at odds with the U.S.
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Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joseph Dunford
(left) and Acting Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan.

Ben Ray Lujan to announce
New Mexico Senate run Monday
By Niels Lesniewski
CQ-Roll Call
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Special Counsel Robert Mueller walks after attending
church on March 24, 2019 in Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON —
Democratic Rep. Ben Ray
Lujan plans to run for the
Senate in New Mexico,
and is set to officially
announce his candidacy
Monday, according to two
sources familiar with the
congressman’s decision.
The seat is open after
Democratic Sen. Tom Udall
announced Monday he
would not seek re-election.

Lujan, the assistant
House Speaker and former
chairman of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign
Committee, will be a
formidable candidate. But he
also isn’t likely to have the
field to himself.
State Attorney General
Hector Balderas looks
poised to enter the race on
Thursday. Rep. Deb Haaland
and Secretary of State
Maggie Toulouse Oliver
are mentioned as potential
candidates as well.
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Comedian Volodymyr Zelensky, with no political experience,
heads to the runoff for Ukraine presidential election
By Sabra Ayres and Mitchell Landsberg
Los Angeles Times

KIEV, Ukraine — A comedian who plays an accidental president on TV was leading all candidates for the real job Sunday as
exit polls showed him poised to advance to a runoff in Ukraine’s
presidential election.
Moments after voting ended, exit polls showed Volodymyr
Zelensky leading the field of 39 candidates with 30.4 percent of
the vote, trailed by incumbent President Petro Poroshenko at
17.8 percent.
Former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who had warned
darkly of a rigged election, was in third at 14.2 percent, according to the exit polls. She said that the polling was wrong and that
final results, due early Monday, would show her in second place.
Only two candidates will advance to the April 21 runoff.
In his sitcom, Zelensky, 41, plays a schoolteacher who stumbles his way into the presidency and stands up to the country’s
political elite. That persona clearly appealed to many Ukrainians,
especially the young, who saw a fresh face and the promise of
relief from politics as usual.
Lest that message be lost, Zelensky threw a raucous election
night party at a hip Kiev nightclub, where he played pingpong
with a journalist and verbally tweaked the more staid Poroshenko, a 53-year-old confectionery magnate.
“There are many exit polls, but there’s only one winner,”
Zelensky said, twisting Poroshenko’s campaign slogan, which is
on billboards throughout the country: “Many candidates, only
one president.”
Zelensky, who has never held any political office, has naturally
been compared to another TV star and political novice who
became president. But parallels with President Donald Trump
are shaky at best. Both may have campaigned as policy novices, but Trump was rarely accused of reticence in declaring his
prescriptions: Build the wall, overturn Obamacare, get tough
with China.
By comparison, Zelensky’s platform and agenda for ending
the country’s war in the east against Russian-backed separatist
rebels remain unclear, as does his plan for ending Ukraine’s
endemic corruption.
Still, both he and Poroshenko, as well as nearly all the other
candidates in the race, maintained an anti-Russian stance that
continued to look westward toward some kind of European
integration for the post-Soviet nation of 43 million.
If the exit poll results hold, the outcome may be a relief for
Poroshenko, who was elected after the 2014 Maidan revolution
and appeared in danger of finishing out of the running. The
Maidan mass protest movement, centered on Kiev’s Independence Square, ousted a Kremlin-favored president, Viktor
Yanukovich.

“I’m ready for a deep and substantive dialogue with those
whom I did not manage to convince in the first round,” Poroshenko said in a statement issued after the polls closed.
He specifically addressed young voters, saying he understood
their need for deeper, faster change. “We must unite in order to
achieve this,” he said, “and not lose time.”
Poroshenko, sometimes referred to as the “Chocolate King”
because of his candy business, has been a wartime president
and is trying to convince voters that sticking with him means
continuing to fight against Russian aggression. His campaign has
been marred by accusations from Tymoshenko that he tried to
buy votes and register a candidate with a name similar to hers,
Yuri Tymoshenko, to confuse voters at the ballot box.
The gambit may have worked, or voters may simply have
been turned off by Tymoshenko, who came to the race carrying
considerable baggage.
She is a member of the Ukrainian parliament, or Rada, and
has been a staple of Ukrainian politics for at least two decades.
In 2004, she became an international symbol of the Orange Revolution, in which protesters angry over ballot fraud demanded
new elections. She later served two terms as prime minister,
and a prison term for abuse of power in a natural gas deal she
brokered for Ukraine with Russia.
Turnout for the election was 64 percent, which is close to
average in Ukraine. Many voters said they were frustrated with
the quality of the candidates.
“There’s no one I really like,” said Mikhail Fesenko, 29, who
works in marketing in a Kiev advertising company. “We need
someone to start building our country ... . But I don’t know
which of these guys can really do that.”
Fesenko, still undecided, was on his way to the polls with
his wife and young daughter after walking along Kiev’s central
street, Khreshchatyk. On a warm, sunny day that felt, at long
last, like spring, people were strolling, sitting outside on benches
and eating ice cream or drinking coffee at one of the capital’s
many cafes.
Polls released before election day showed that 1 out of 6 voters
were, like Fesenko, undecided on the cusp of voting.
Before Zelensky launched his campaign officially on New
Year’s Eve, Yulia Drozdova, 23, said she didn’t know for whom,
or if, she would vote. When Zelensky announced, she said,
everything fell into place.
“Zelensky 100 percent,” she said. “He’s a new face. He loves
Ukraine, and he supports the new generation of Ukrainians.”
Hundreds of international observers were scattered across the
country to watch for irregularities. Cindy McCain, the widow of
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., who died in December, was heading
up the delegation for the International Republican Institute, a
quasi-governmental agency that supports democracy-building
programs around the world.

There were no immediate reports on the IRI’s or other monitoring agencies’ conclusions.
Virginia Dronova, a spokeswoman for Poroshenko’s campaign, said there had been evidence of Russian efforts to manipulate the vote, including “numerous cyberattacks” and an uptick
in shelling in eastern Ukraine aimed at dissuading people there
from voting. She insisted that the efforts were specifically aimed
at hurting Poroshenko.
That conformed with a worldwide threat assessment made by
U.S. intelligence agencies in January. It concluded that Russia
was “applying a range of tools to exert influence and exploit
Kiev’s fragile economy, widespread corruption, cyber vulnerabilities, and public discontent in hopes of ousting Poroshenko.”
Yevhen Fedchenko, director of the Mohyla School of Journalism in Kiev and co-founder of the nonprofit organization StopFake.org, said Russia had “weaponized Facebook” and undertaken other efforts to spread propaganda aimed at undermining
faith in the electoral system.
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Candidate Volodymyr Zelensky at his campaign office
in Kiev after the first round of the 2019 Ukrainian
presidential election, on Sunday, March 31, 2019.

Theresa May gambles on last ditch Fresh widespread power outage hits Venezuela
DPA
vote to avoid long Brexit delay
By Jessica Shankleman
Bloomberg News

LONDON — Theresa May is making a
desperate push to get her Brexit deal approved
in Parliament to avoid a huge delay to Britain’s
divorce from the EU, even though she’s facing
what seem to be impossible odds.
British members of Parliament, who have
twice rejected May’s deal, will be asked to
approve the Withdrawal Agreement in a vote
Friday, said House Leader Andrea Leadsom.
But the British prime minister has so far
failed to win over enough of her allies to support the deal. If May can’t get her deal through
Friday, the EU says Britain will have to choose
between leaving with no deal on April 12 and a
long delay that would require it to take part in
European Parliament elections.
May has tried everything, including promising to quit, but has still not convinced all
her own Conservative Party colleagues or the

10 members of Northern Ireland’s Democratic Unionist Party that prop up her minority
government.
“We can all agree we don’t want to be in the
situation of asking for another extension and
facing the potential requirement of participating in European Parliament elections,”
Leadsom told the House Thursday.
All week, May’s government has said it will
only bring back her deal for a third vote if it
thinks it will win. Her plan to bring it back
last week was also thrown off course by House
Speaker John Bercow, who invoked a 400-yearold tradition to rule that May couldn’t bring the
same deal back for another vote.
To get around that, May’s vote on Friday will
hold back the part of the package that focuses
on future trade and security relationship,
known as the Political Declaration. Friday’s
motion would at least meet the requirements of
the EU, while giving Parliament space to work
out a way forward, Leadsom said.
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British Prime Minister, Theresa May departs number 10 Downing Street for The Houses
of Parliament on March 27, 2019 in London, England.

Brazilian ex-President Michel Temer released
after detention on corruption charges
By Simone Iglesias
& Mario Sergio Lima
Bloomberg News

BRASILIA, Brazil — A Brazilian judge ordered
the release of former President Michel Temer
after five days of preventative detention on
corruption charges, court documents showed.
Federal Judge Antonio Athie accepted Temer’s
lawyers’ habeas corpus request and also agreed
to the release of Former Minister Wellington
Moreira Franco. Prosecutors accuse Temer of
“leading a criminal organization” that received

or was promised more than 1.8 billion reais, or
$471 million, in funds diverted from state-owned
companies and public works.
Temer’s arrest last Wednesday sent shock
waves through the Brazilian establishment and
highlighted the fact that Operation Carwash,
the long-running corruption investigation,
remains a powerful force in the nation’s politics.
His detention clouded the outlook for the
government’s economic reforms, as key members
of the Jair Bolsonaro administration squabbled
publicly over the fallout. Brazilian assets
accelerated gains after news of his release.

BOGOTA, Colombia — Venezuela was hit by a fresh power outage late Saturday that plunged
much of the country into darkness.
There was no electricity in most federal states, the opposition newspaper El Nacional reported.
People took to the streets of the capital Caracas, banging pots and pans in a noisy protest.
It was the fourth major power outage in Venezuela this month, the worst of which left most of
the country in the dark for more than 100 hours.
The Caracas government has attributed the blackouts to sabotage by the United States.
The opposition cites a lack of investment in the national grid, poor upkeep and a failure to tackle
repairs as factors behind the power outages.

Trump demands Kim to hand over nuclear weapons
By Kyungji Cho
Bloomberg News

SEOUL, South Korea — U.S. President
Donald Trump gave North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un a list of demands that included a call
for handing over nuclear weapons and bomb
fuel to the U.S. in their talks in Hanoi last
month, Reuters reported, citing the document.
Trump handed Kim the piece of paper stating
the U.S. position at their meeting in Hanoi’s
Metropole Hotel on Feb. 28, according to the
news agency. This was the first time that Trump
had explicitly defined directly to Kim what he
meant by denuclearization, Reuters reported,
citing an unidentified person familiar with the
discussions.
The document may help explain why the
summit collapsed without a complete account,
Reuters said.
Trump abruptly ended his second summit
with Kim after the president said the North
Korean leader had asked for all U.S. sanctions to
be lifted in exchange for the dismantling of the
country’s main nuclear facility. Each side has
blamed the other, with the U.S. saying North
Korea demanded too much sanctions relief and
Pyongyang faulting Washington for rejecting its
promises to reduce its nuclear program.

Trump told reporters Friday he has a
good relationship with Kim and didn’t think
additional sanctions on North Korea were
needed.
“It doesn’t mean I don’t put them on later,
I just didn’t think additional sanctions at
this time were necessary,” he said. “They are
suffering greatly.”
South Korean President Moon Jae-in will
meet Trump on April 11 at the White House
in a bid to get North Korean nuclear talks back
on track. Moon has come under fire at home
from the opposition for accepting the North
Korean leader’s disarmament pledges. He also
faces pressure from across the peninsula, with
the Kim regime withdrawing staff from a new
joint liaison office last week and criticizing the
south as “cowardly” for backing the U.S. stance
against easing sanctions.
Moon will seek a fourth summit with the
North Korean leader after meeting Trump,
South Korea’s Chosun Ilbo reported, without
saying where it got the information. Separately,
South Korea’s National Intelligence Service
is monitoring for a possible summit between
Kim and Russian President Vladimir Putin,
according to South Korean lawmakers who
were briefed by the spy agency chief.
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U.S. President Donald Trump talks to reporters before departing the White House.

